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MINUTES 


OF  THE 


PROVINCIAL  COUNCIL  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Tuesday  the  2d  April,  1754. 

present  : 

The  Honourable  JAMES   HAMILTON,  Esquire,  Lieutenant 
Governor. 

Robert  Strettell, 


^  I  Esquii 


Richard  Peters,   ' 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Assembly  being  to  meet  this  Night  by  Summons,  the  Gov- 
ernor ordered  the  Secretary  to  read  the  several  Letters  that  had 
passed  between  him  and  the  other  Governors  with  whom  He  had 
corresponded,  together  with  the  Draughts  of  Two  Messages  prepared 
by  him  on  the  Subject  Matter  thereof,  which  were  approved,  and 
the  Secretary  was  ordered  to  deliver  them,  the  first  to-morrow  Morn- 
ing and  the  second  in  the  afternoon. 


A  Letter  from  Governor  Hamilton  to  Governor  Dlnwiddie. 
"Sir: 

"Ever  since  I  had  the  Honour  to  write  You  of  the  twenty-sixth 
of  February  I  have  been  labouring  indefatigably  with  my  Assembly 
to  induce  them  to  act  vigorously  on  the  present  critical  Juncture  of 
Affairs  at  Ohio,  and  to  grant  such  Supplies  as  might  enable  us  to 
resist  the  Invasions  of  the  French  on  that  Part  of  his  Majestie's 
Dominions,  and  thereby  not  only  comply  with  the  King's  just  Ex- 
pectations from  Us  but  likewise  consult  the  Preservation  of  our  own 
Province  and  Others  his  Majestic' s  Colonies  on  this  Continent;  And 
I  heartily  wish  it  were  in  my  Power  to  give  You  a  more  favourable 
Account  of  their  Proceedings  on  that  head  than  I  am  yet  able  to 
do.  After  having  sat  and  canvassed  this  affair  for  near  Five  Y/eeks 
together,  they  at  length  on  the  ninth  Instant  adjourned  themselves 
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to  the  sixth  of  May,  which  by  our  Constitution  they  have  a  Right 
to  do  without  having  at  all  provided  for  this  Service,  as  in  Duty  to 
their  King  and  Country  they  ought  to  have  done.  As  I  am  well 
acquainted  with  their  religious  Scruples  I  never  expected  they  would 
appropriate  Money  for  the  Purpose  of  War  or  Warlike  Prepara- 
tions, but  thought  they  might  have  been  brought  to  mate  a  hand- 
some Grant  to  the  King's  Use,  and  have  left  the  Disposition  of  it  to 
me,  as  they  have  done  upon  other  Occasions  of  the  like  Nature  j  and 
had  I  been  able  with  Certainty  to  acquaint  them  of  the  Measures 
taken  by  your  Colony,  it  is  not  improbable  but  that  they  might  have 
been  induced  upon  this  Occasion  to  have  done  something  of  the 
same  kind,  but  I  much  doubt  whether  in  such  a  Proportion  as  the 
present  Emergency  requires..  It  was,  therefore,  particularly  unfor- 
tunate that  your  Letter  came  not  to  my  Hands  till  the  Day  after 
their  Adjournment,  that  I  might  have  made  known  to  them  the 
Steps  that  are  taking  by  your  Government,  since  their  Want  of  In- 
formation in  that  particular  was  alledged  as'  the  principal  Reason  of 
their  declining  to  do  any  Thing  at  this  Time.  Whether  this  be 
any  Thing  more  than  an  Excuse  for  not  complying  with  the  King's 
Commands,  or  whether  they  are  really  sincere  in  their  Profession  of 
demonstrating  their  Loyalty  by  granting  to  his  Majestya  Supply  in 
any  degree  answerable  to  the  present  Exigency,  will  be  made  appa- 
rent in  a  short  time,  for  upon  the  Arrival  of  your  Express  and  upon 
considering  that  so  long  an  Adjournment  as  to  the  sixth  of.  May 
would  be  in  Effect  to  prevent  any  Measures  being  taken  for  that 
Purpose  for  this  Year,  I  have  issued  Writs  for  calling  them  together 
on  the  second  of  next  Month,  when  I  shall  not  fail  again  to  repre- 
sent to  them  the  absolute  Necessity  of  their  taking  vigorous  and  ex- 
peditious Measures  in  this  very  critical  and  dangerous  Situation  of 
our  Affairs.  But  in  order  to  enable  me  to  do  this  with  the  greater 
Force,  I  must  beg  the  Favour  of  your  Explanation  upon  the  follow- 
ing Particulars  in  the  fullest  Manner  possible  :  What  Number  of 
Men  are  actually  raised  and  by  You  proposed  to  be  raised,  and  for 
what  Time  are  they  engaged  ?  What  Arms,  Cloathing,  and  Bed- 
ding are  they  to  be  provided  with  ?  For  how  long  time  are  they  to 
be  victualled,  of  what  Kind,  and  in  what  Proportion  to  each  man  ? 
What  Quantity  of  Liquors  and  of  what  sort  to  each  Man  ?  How 
are  the  Provisions,  Cannon,  and  Warlike  Stores  to  be  transported  to 
Ohio  ?  What  is  the  Number  of  your  Cannon,  the  Quantity  of  Pow- 
der, and  other  Warlike  Stores  ?  Do  the  Men  receive  a  Bounty  on 
enlisting,  and  what  pay  by  the  Day  or  Month  ?  Are  your  Forces 
to  be  regimented,  and  who  is  to  command  in  chief?  In  case  you 
should  be  joined  by  a  Body  of  Indians,  is  it  proposed  that  they  enter 
into  pay  and  be  victualled,  cloathed,  &ca-'  as  the  other  men,  or  in 
what  other  Manner  are  they  to  be  treated  ?  What  is  proposed  by 
you  to  be  done  at  Ohio  this  Summer  ?  If  you  should  be  able  to 
erect  one  or  more  Forts  or  Places  of  Security  this  Summer,  how 
many  men  do  you  propose  to  leave  in  Garrison  during  the  Winter  ? 
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ATe  there  a  Number  of  Serviceable  Arms  to  be  purchased  in  your 
Colony  in  case  I  should  want  them  ?  I  must  likewise  desire  you 
will  favour  me  with  a  Copy  of  your  Act  of  Assembly  for  raising 
and  appropriating  the  said  Ten  Thousand  Pounds,  as  I  .may  have 
Occasion  to  make  use  of  some  Parts  of  it  here. 

"  Upon  perusing  your  Letter  I  confess  myself  to  have  been  sur- 
prized at  finding  that  your  Assembly  had  voted  only  the  Sum  of 
Ten  Thousand  Pounds  for  this  Expedition,  which  according  to  our 
Estimation  will  not  equip  and  maintain  more  than  Four  Hundred 
Men  for  Six  or  Seven  Months  (but  of  this,  as  I  am  perfectly  unac- 
quainted with  matters  of  this  Kind,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  your 
Sentiments),  and  these  Men,  unless  they  are  supported  by  a  great 
Body  of  Indians  or  Men  from  the  other  Colonies,  will  be  vastly  in- 
ferior to  the  Forces  the  French  will  be  able  to  bring  against  them, 
if  our  accounts  are  to  be  depended  on.  What  assistance,  indeed, 
you  can  rely  upon  from  the  other  Colonies  I  am  a  Stranger  to,  but 
I  cannot  see  from  whence  any  great  Matters  are  to  be  expected  un- 
less from  this  Province,  which  as  I  before  observed  is  altogether  un- 
certain ;  for  my  own  Part,  had  I  found  our  Assembly  in  a  Disposi- 
tion to  give,  I  never  proposed  asking  them  for  fewer  than  a  thou- 
sand Men,  for  unless  we  are  able  to  make  a  good  and  secure  Lodg- 
ment against  the  Enemy  this  Summer  it  is  clear  that  the  whole 
Expence  of  the  Armament  will  be  thrown  away  and  perhaps  the 
Lives  of  many  of  his  Majestie's  Subjects  sacrificed  to  little  or  no 
Purpose. 

"  I  return  You  Thanks  for  the  kind  Offer  You  'are  pleased  to 
make  of  your  Services  to  this  Colony  at  the  Meeting  which  You 
proposed  to  hold  in  May  at  Winchester.  I  heartily  wish  You 
Health  to  undergo  the  Fatigue  of  the  Journey  and  Success  in  your 
Endeavours  to  promote  the  Union  between  the  Northern  and 
Southren  Indians,  which  at  this  time  would  be  peculiarly  happy, 
being  the  most  likely  means  to  defeat  the  Purposes  of  the  French. 
.  "  Having  thus  mentioned  every  Thing  that  appears  to  me  ma- 
terial at  present,  I  have  only  to  desire  You  will  please  to  favour  me 
with  your  Answer  by  my  Express,  with  as  little  Delay  as  possible, 
that  I  may  be  able  to  speak  to  my  Assembly  thereupon  immediately 
upon  their  Meeting,  there  being  no  Time  to  be  lost  if  any  thing  is 
intended  to  be  done  to  Purpose. 

"  I  am  with  very  great  Respect,  Sir, 

"  Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 

"JAMES  HAMILTON. 
"Philadelphia,  13th  March,  1754. 

"  The  Honourable  Robert  Dinwiddie,  Esquire." 

Another  Letter  from  Governor  Hamilton  to  Governor  Dinwiddie  : 
"Sir: 

"  The  Invasions  lately  made  by  the  French  on  Parts  of  his  Majes- 
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tie's  Dominions  having  engaged  me  to  enquire  very  particularly  into 
the  Situation  of  their  Forts,  and  likewise  into  the  Bounds  and  Extent 
of  this  Province  to  the  Westward,  I  have  from  thence  the  greatest 
Reason  to  believe  that  not  only  the  French  Forts  but  also  the  Forks 
of  Mohongialo  (where  You  propose  to  erect  One  and  to  grant  away 
Two  hundred  Thousand  Acres  of  Land  to  such  as  shall  engage  in 
the  Intended  Expedition  to  Ohio)  are  really  within  the  Limits  of 
Pennsylvania.  In  Duty  to  my  Constituents,  therefore,  I  cannot  but 
remind  You  of  what  I  had  the  Honour  to  write  You  some  time  ago 
upon  this  Subject,  and  transcribed  for  your  Consideration  the 
following  Extracts  from  Two  Letters  of  the  Honourable  Proprietor 
Thomas  Penn  in  relation  to  this  Matter: 

"  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Thomas  Penn,  Esquire, 
to  James  Hamilton,  Esquire,  the  ninth  of  March,  1752. 
"  '  As  we  cannot  expect  our  Assembly  will  do  any  thing  in  this 
Matter,  I  desire  You  will  enter  into  any  reasonable  Measures  to 
assist  the  Governor  of  Virginia  to  build  a  Fort  there,  to  Wit  at 
Ohio,  taking  some  Acknowledgement  from  him  that  this  Settlement 
shall  not  be  made  Use  of  to  prejudice  our  Right  to  that  Country, 
at  the  same  time  You  give  him  Assurance  the  Setlers  shall  enjoy 
the  Lands  they  bona  fide  settle  on  the  common  Quit  Rent,  which 
is  what  I  have  agreed  with  Mr.  Hanbury  here/ 

11  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Thomas  Penn,  Esquire, 
to  James  Hamilton^  Esquire,  the  thirteenth  of  July,  1752. 

" '  I  hope  you  will,  as  I  wrote  You  on  the  ninth  of  March, 
acquaint  the  Governor  of  Virginia  that  We  consent  to  this  (that  is 
to  the  building  of  a  Fort  at  Ohio)  without  Prejudice  to  our  Right 
to  the  Land,  in  case  it  should  be  found  to  lye  within  our  Province, 
to  be  granted  to  the  bona  fide  Settlers  on  the  same  Rent  and  Condi- 
tions as  they  are  to  have  it  from  Virginia/ 

"  As  Mr.  Peon's  Expectations  herein  appears  to  me  extreamly 
reasonable,  and  cannot,  I  apprehend,  at  all  interfere  with  the  well- 
judged  Encouragement  You  have  thought  fit  to  promise  to  such  as 
shall  enter  into  this  Service.  I  flatter  myself  You  will  find  no 
Difficulty  in  making  the  acknowledgement  therein  mentioned,  as  I 
on  my  Part  am  ready  to  give  You  any  Assurance  that  the  bona  fide 
Setlers  shall  be  entitled  to  the  Lands  under  this  Government  on  the 
same  Rent  and  Conditions  as  are  granted  by  You.  I  could  have 
wished  your  Proclamation  had  ascertained  the  Number  of  Acres  to 
be  allotted  to  each  private  Man,  which  I  think  ought  not  to  be 
less  than  Two  Hundred  to  every  Settler;  my  Reason  for  this  is  the 
having  been  informed  that  in  some  Expeditions  carried  on  to  the 
Northward  where  the  like  Encouragement  had  been  promised,  a 
very  partial  Distribution  of  the  Lands  was  afterwards  made  among 
the  Officers,  to  the  great  Injury  and  Disappointment  of  the  Soldiers, 
which  I  would  feign  hope  will  not  be  the  Case  here,  inasmuch  as 
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the  Expectation  of  obtaining  Settlements  in  so  good  a  Country  as  that 
is  represented  will  be  the  principal  Inducement  to  most  of  those 
who  will  go  from  this  Province,  of  whom  I  should  not  doubt  being 
able  to  procure  a  very  considerable  number  were  I  properly  sup- 
ported by  the  Assembly. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  very  humble  Servant, 

"JAMES  HAMILTON. 
"  Philadelphia,  13th  March,  1754. 

"  The  Honourable  Robert  Dinwiddib,  Esq." 


A  Letter  from  the   Governor  of  Virginia  to   Governor  Hamilton. 

"  Williamsburg,  Virginia,  March  21st,  1754. 
"Sir: 

"  Last  Night  I  received  your  Letter  of  the  13th  Currant  by  your 
Express.  I  am  sensible  of  the  Endeavours  You  in  Course  must 
have  taken  with  your  Assembly  for  a  mutual  Supply  agreeable  to 
His  rVIajesty's  Commands  to  all  the  Governors  on  this  Continent; 
and  it  gives  me  much  Concern  &  Surprize  that  the  Gentlemen  of 
Your  Assembly  should  be  so  backward  in  qualifying  You  to  resist 
the  Invasions  of  the  French  on  his  Majestie's  Lands  on  the  Ohio, 
which  if  once  they  have  a  quiet  Settlement  there  the  Incursions  of 
those  People  with  their  Indians  on  our  present  Settlements  will  be 
constantly  attended  with  Robberies  and  Murders,  which  was  the 
Case  last  Year  when  some  of  their  Indians  came  to  our  Frontiers, 
Murder'd  a  Man,  his  Wife,  and  five  Children,  robbed  them  of  all 
they  had,  and  left  their  Bodies  to  be  tore  to  pieces  by  the  wild 
Beasts;  this  is  no  more  than  what  may  be  annually  expected  from 
them. 

"  His  Majestie's  Orders  to  me  are  to  prevent  their  settling  on 
His  Lands  on  the  Ohio;  &  further  orders  me  to  build  two  or  three 
Forts  on  that  River,  not  doubting  but  the  neighbouring  Govern- 
ments will  assist  me  to  put  these  his  Commands  in  due  Execution. 
He  has  further  ordered  Two  of  the  Independant  Companies  at  New 
York  and  one  from  Carolina  to  be  sent  hither  to  be  under  my 
Command.  I  have  accordingly  sent  Expresses  to  these  Colonies  to 
send  these  Companies  with  all  possible  Dispatch ;  when  arrived  I 
propose  sending  them  with  the  Forces  raised  here  and  the  neigh- 
bouring Colonies  to  the  Ohio. 

"  Onr  Assembly  were  very  backward  in  raising  Money,  and  the 
Sum  raised  is  not  half  what  I  expected;  but  in  Compliance  wjth 
His  Majestie's  Orders  I  am  willing  to  do  all  in  my  Power  to  er  eet 
a  Fort.  In  January  I  commissioned  William  Trent  to  raise  One 
Hundred  Men;  he  had  got  Seventy  and  has  begun  a  Fort  at  the 
Forks  of  Monhongialo.     His  Majesty  scut  me  out  Thirty  Pieces  of 
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Cannon,  Four-Pounders,  with  Carriages  and  all  other  necessary 
Impliments,  with  Eighty  Barrells  of  G-un  Powder.  I  have  sent 
Ten  of  the  Guns  and  One-Third  of  their  Impliments  to  Alexandria, 
from  thence  to  be  transported  to  "Will's  Creek,  and  so  to  the  Ohio 
in  Waggons.  They  are  a  little  too  heavy,  therefore  I  only  sent 
Ten  to  see  if  they  can  be  properly  carried,  out ;  and  am  of  Opinion 
when  our  Assembly  comes  to  think  seriously  of  the  Importance  of 
this  Expedition  they  will  on  their  next  Meeting  grant  a  much 
larger  Supply;  which  would  have  been  more  eligible  to  have  done 
it  at  once,  but  hope  the  small  sum  now  given  will  be  no  Precedent 
to  your  Assembly,  but  that  they  will  show  themselves  loyal  Sub- 
jects, and  consider  His  Majestic' s  Lands  are  likely  to  be  invaded, 
and  that  the  Invaders  will  not  remain  quiet  there,  but  constantly 
harrass  our  Settlements  on  our  Frontiers. 

"We  are  in  great  Want  of  proper  Officers,  but  have  from  the  best 
Recommendations  and  Informations  Commissioned  the  best  I  could 
meet  with.  The  chief  Command  is  invested  in  Col.  Joshua  Frey,  a 
Man  of  good  sense,  and  one  of  our  best  Mathematicians;  the  Num- 
ber of  Men  to  be  raised  now  is  only  Three  Hundred,  besides  those 
Captain  Trent  has  raised  and  now  on  the  Ohio.  If  we  can  only  erect 
a  Fort  or  Two  as  a  mark  of  Possession,  it  will  be  doing  something, 
but  I  am  much  cramped  by  the  narrow  Dispositions  of  our  Assem- 
bly. The  Time  the  Men  are  to  be  kept  in  Pay  could  not  be  deter- 
mined. 

"I  sent  up  Three  Hundred  small  Arms  to  this  small  Regiment, 
with  Powder  and  Shot,  Thirty  Tents;  they  propose  being  in  an 
Uniform  by  having  a  Red  Coat  and  Breeches,  which  they  are  will- 
ing the  Charge  should  be  stopped  out  of  their  Pay.  I  have  ordered 
Six  Months'  Provisions,  vizf"  Beef,  Pork,  and  Flour,  but  this  Quan- 
tity must  be  encreased,  as  we  must  supply  our  Friendly  Indians  with 
Provisions,  as  the  Supply  is  to  be  carried  out  to  the  Ohio.  I  leave 
the  Proportion  to  be  given  to  each  Man  to  the  Commanding  Officer. 

"  I  ordered  a  Quantity  of  Rum  to  be  sent  out  to  have  some  on 
their  March,  and  when  they  come  to  work  in  erecting  the  Forts,  a 
Quart  of  Rum  to  every  Four  Men  ^p  day.  The  Guns,  &ra"  to  be 
transported  as  above.  The  Men  receive  each  a  Pistole  on  their 
enlisting  and  Eight  Pence  "^  day  Pay.  The  Colonel  Fifteen  Shill- 
ings, Lieutenant  Colonel  Twelve  Shillings  and  Sixpence,  Major 
Ten  Shillings,  Captains  Eight  Shillings,  Lieutenants  Four  Shill- 
ings, and  Ensigns  Three  Shillings  ^  day.  Surgeon  Four  Shillings,. 
Seargeants  One  Shilling,  Drummer  One  Shilling. 

"I  have  wrote  the  Catawbas  and  the  Cherokees  to  join  our  Forces 
on  the  Ohio  in  April  next;  I  promised  them  a  Present  from  their 
Father  the  King  next  Year;  they  must  have  Provisions  &  Arms, 
but  I  did  not  engage  them  any  cloathing;  the  Messenger  I  sent  to 
them  is  not  yet  return'd.  I  shall  be  glad  if  we  can  this  Summer 
erect  Two  Forts,  which,  if  effected,  I  propose  leaving  the  Three  In- 
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dependant  Companies  to  remain  in  them  all  Winter.  We  have  not 
above  Three  Hundred  and  Fifty  Small  Arms  remaining  in  our  Ma- 
gazine, some  thereof  I  believe  must  be  sent  to  the  Indians,  and 
I  know  of  none  to  be  sold  here. 

"I  think  the  above  is  a  full  Answer  to  Your  Queries,  &  am  of 
Opinion  if  we  cannot  effect  building  the  Forts  before  the  French 
come  down  the  River,  that  in  that  Case  when  our  whole  Force  are 
collected  together  we  should  make  a  Push  to  dispossess  them  of  any 
settlement  they  should  presume  to  make  there. 

"Your  Calculation  is  very  right  in  regard  to  the  small  Sum 
granted  by  our  Assembly;  but  hope  they  will  at  next  Meeting  en- 
crease  that  Sum  by  a  further  vote. 

Our  Forces  to  be  sure  will  be  much  inferior  to  the  French  unless 
the  other  Colonies  are  more  Liberal  and  sanguine  than  ours  has 
been,  and  you  know  the  Uncertainty  of  depending  on  the  Indians; 
but  I  always  had  much  Dependance  on  the  Supply  from  your  Pro- 
vince, and  One  Thousand  Men  from  You  would  give  great  Life  to 
the  Expedition,  and  in  that  case  should  have  Reason  to  expect  Suc- 
cess. 

"  I  am  in  hopes  the  Men  enlisted  here  will  be  at  Alexandria  this 
Week-,  and  as  Captain  Trent  has  wrote  earnestly  for  some  Men  to 
be  sent  out  to  his  Aid,  I  wrote  last  Monday  to  March  what  Forces 
were  at  Alexandria  immediately  for  the  Ohio  to  join  him,  and 
ordered  them  to  send  a  Runner  before  them  that  they  may  not  be 
surprized. 

"  If  our  Assembly  had  granted  even  this  little  Sum  of  Ten  Thou- 
sand Pounds  last  November,  I  think  it  more  than  probable  that  our 
Fort  might  have  been  finished  before  this  Time ;  but  I  could  not 
then  prevail  with  them,  which  occasioned  my  proroguing  them  with 
some  Anger.  I  have  had  a  very  uphill  Affair  to  manage,  and  in- 
deed I  never  met  with  so  much  Trouble  in  any  Thing  I  had  the 
Management  of  as  this. 

"  Pray  let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible  the  Determination  of 
your  Assembly,  which  if  they  act  with  Spirit  will  be  very  great 
Encouragement  to  Ours. 

"  I  remain  with  very  great  Respect,  Sir, 

"Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"ROBT.  DINWIDDIE. 
"  Governor  Hamilton." 


Another  Letter  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia  to  Governor  Hamilton. 

"Williamsburg,  Virginia,  March  21st,  1754. 
"  Sir : 

"  Your  former  Letter  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  February  gave  me 
much  Concern  for  your  ill  State  of  Health,  but  I  hope  you  are  now 
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well  recovered  and  shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  a  full  Confirmation 
thereof. 

"  Our  Assembly  in  November  last  spent  a  great  deal  of  their 
Time  in  complaining  of  my  taking  a  Pistole  Fee  for  Sealing  and  Sign- 
ing all  Patents  for  Land.  This  Fee  was  agreeable  to  my  Instruc- 
tions, established  by  the  unanimous  Consent  of  the  Council  and 
approved  by  the  Lords  for  Trade  and  Plantations ;  however  they 
were  so  violently  warm  thereon  that  they  have  addressed  his  Ma- 
jesty on  this  trifling  Fee  and  sent  a  Person  home  on  Purpose  to 
negotiate  this  Affair.  They  made  several  ill-natured  and  uncommon 
Resolves,  which  occasioned  my  proroguing  them  with  some  Marks 
of  Anger. 

"  Your  private  Letter  of  the  Thirteenth  Currant  I  have  duly 
read  and  am  much  misled  by  our  Surveyors  if  the  Forks  of  Mohon- 
gialo  be  within  the  Limits  of  your  Proprietor's  Grant.  I  have  for 
some  time  wrote  home  to  have  the  Line  run,  to  have  the  Boundaries 
properly  known,  that  I  may  be  able  to  appoint  Magistrates  on  the 
Ohio  (if  in  this  Government)  to  keep  the  Traders  and  Others  in 
good  Order,  and  I  presume  soon  there  will  be  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed for  that  Service. 

"  In  the  mean  time,  that  no  Hindrance  may  be  given  to  our  in- 
tended Expedition,  I  think  it  is  highly  reasonable  if  these  Lands 
are  in  your  Proprietor's  Grant  that  the  Settlers  thereon  should  pay 
the  Quit  Rents  to  Mr.  Penn  and  not  to  his  Majesty;  and  therefore 
as  much  as  lies  in  my  Power  I  agree  thereto,  after  the  Time  granted 
them  by  my  Proclamation  to  be  clear  of  Quit  R-ents  ceases :  but 
Surely  I  am  from  all  Hands  assured  that  Log's  Town  is  far  to  the 
West  of  Mr.  Penn's  Grant.  I  did  not  care  to  promise  every  pri- 
vate Man  a  certain  Quantity  of  Land,  as  I  find  it  agreeable  to  their 
Behaviour  and  Recommendation  of  their  Court  Martial  and  to  raise 
an  Emulation  among  them.  I  shall  do  all  in  my  Power  to  prevent 
the  Injury  you  justly  observe  on  former  Encouragements  of  the  like 
kind.  I  am  of  Opinion  if  we  Succeed  that  the  New  Settlers  will 
be  the  greatest  Barrier,  and  therefore  the  Land  divided  among 
Numbers  will  be  much  more  eligible. 

"  I  shall  be  in  pain  till  I  hear  from  You  of  the  Result  of  your 
Assembly.  The  March  from  your  Province  to  Will's  Creek  I  think 
much  easier  and  shorter  Distance  than  from  this. 

UI  enclose  You  the  Act  passed  last  Session  for  Ten  Thousand 
Pounds,  which  I  am  ashamed  of  as  it  is  so  much  clogged ;  nothing 
but  the  Emergency  of  our  present  Affairs  would  have  allowed  me  to 
pass  it.  I  also  send  you  my  Speeches  and  their  addresses  to  me  last 
Sessions. 

"  I  am  with  very  great  Respect  and  Esteem, 

"  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"  ROBERT  DINWIDDIE. 

"  P.  S. — I  trouble  you  with  a  Letter  to  the  Governor  of  New 
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York,  which  I  entreat  may  be   sent  him  with  all  possible  Ex- 
pedition. 

"  Governor  Hamilton." 


A  Letter  from  Governor  DeLancey  to  Governor  Hamilton. 
"  Sir : 

"  Col.  Johnson  found  out  Stephen  Coffen,  the  Englishman  that 
deserted  from  the  French  in  their  Return  from  Ohio  as  they  passed 
Oswego,  and  has  examined  him  upon  Oath.  I  enclose  you  a  Copy 
of  his  Examination  which  differs  widely  from  the  account  I  received 
from  Lieutenant  Holland,  commanding  Officer  at  Oswego.  I  have 
sent  one  Copy  to  Governor  Dinwiddie,  and  as  the  Express  waits  I 
will  not  detain  him  any  longer,  and  therefore  must  beg  the  Favour 
of  you  to  send  one  to  Governor  Sharpe. 

"I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  Obedient  and  humble  Servant, 

"JAMES  DELANCEY. 
"New  Irork,  19th  February,  1754. 
"  Governor  Hamilton." 


Deposition  of  Stephen  Coffen. 
11  Stephen  Coffen  of  full  age  being  duly  sworn  deposeth  and 
saith  :  that  he  was  taken  Prisoner  by  the  French  and  Indians  of 
Canada  at  Menis,  in  the  Year  1747,  under  the  Command  of  Major 
Noble,  from  whence  he  was  brought  to  an  Indian  Village  called  Ac- 
tagouche  about  Fifteen  Leagues  to  the  Westward  of  Chebucta,  where 
he  was  kept  three  Weeks  Prisoner;  from  thence  was  carried  to  a 
French  Settlement  called  Beaubasin,  where  the  French  had  a 
Wooden  Fort  then  Garrisoned  with  Twenty-Five  Men ;  remained 
there  Two  Months;  from  thence  they  took  him  to  Gaspey,  a  con- 
siderable Fishing  place  in  the  Gulf  of  Saint  Lawrence,  near  to  the 
Entrance  of  the  River;  there  are  about  Three  Hundred  Families 
settled  there;  they  kept  him  there  working  near  Four  Years;  then 
he  was  brought  to  a  place  called  Ramouski,  inhabited  by  about 
Twenty-Five  French  Families,  from  which  Place  he  sailed  two 
Years  to  and  from  Quebec  in  a  Sloop  carrying  Beaver  and  Furrs, 
Salmon,  &ca"  to  Quebec,  and  in  return  brought  back  Brandy,  Dry 
Goods,  <fcca-;  during  the  Time  of  the  Deponent's  residing  at  Quebec 
he  said  it  was  commonly  talked  or  reported  that  they  the  French 
intended  to  settle  as  many  Families  as  they  could  to  the  Westward, 
to  make  up  for  the  Loss  of  Two  of  their  Towns  sunk  in  the  West 
Indies  by  an  Earthquake.  The  Deponent  further  saith  that  the 
Navigation  up  the  River  Saint  Lawrence  is  very  dangerous,  partial- 
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larly  so  at  the  Isle  aux  Coudres  and  the  Isle  Orleans  j  the  North 
Side  of  the  former  is  the  best  Navigation,  the  South  Side  being  very 
rapid  and  rocky,  and  the  Channel  not  above  Two  Hundred  Yards 
wide,  about  six  Fathom  Water,  whereas  in  the  North  Channel  there 
is  Fifteen  Fathom ;  at  the  North  East  End  of  the  latter  begin  Two 
Sand  Banks,  which  extend  a  League  down  said  River;  the  Channel 
is  between  both  Banks,  and  pretty  near  the  Middle  of  the  River, 
from  thence  to  the  Town  of  Quebec  good  Navigation,  being  Fifteen 
Fathom  all  the  Way.  The  Deponent  says  there  is  no  possibility 
of  going  up  said  River  without  the  Tide  serves  or  a  strong  North- 
East  Wind,  especially  at  the  Two  aforementioned  Islands.  In 
September,  1752,  the  Deponent  was  in  Quebec  and  endeavoring  to 
agree  with  some  Indians  to  convey  him  to  his  own  country,  New 
England,  which  the  Indians  acquainted  the  Governor  of,  who  im- 
mediately ordered  him  to  Goal,  where  he  lay  three  Months.  At  the 
Time  of  his  Releasment  the  French  were  preparing  for  a  March  to 
Belle  Riviere,  or  Ohio,  when  he  offered  his  Service,  but  was  re- 
jected by  the  Governor  General  Le  Cain.  He  the  said  General 
setting  out  for  Mont  Real  about  the  Third  of  January,  1753,  to 
view  and  forward  the  Forces;  the  Deponent  applied  to  Major  Ram- 
say for  Liberty  to  go  with  the  Army  to  Ohio,  who  told  him  he 
would  ask  the  Lieutenant  De  Rouy,  who  agreed  to  it,  upon  which  he 
was  equipped  as  a  Soldier  and  sent  with  a  Detachment  of  Three 
Hundred  Men  to  Montreal,  under  the  Command  or  Monsieur  Ba- 
beer,  who  set  off  immediately  with  said  Command  by  Land  and  Ice 
for  Lake  Erie  ;  they  in  their  Way  stopped  a  couple  of  Days  to  re- 
fresh themselves  at  Cadarahqui  Fort,  also  at  Taranto  on  the 
North  side  of  Lake  Ontario,  then  at  Niagara  Fort  Fifteen  Days ; 
from  thence  set  off  by  Water,  being  April,  and  arrived  at  Chada- 
koin,  on  Lake  Erie,  where  they  were  ordered  to  fell  Timber 
and  prepare  it  for  building  a  Fort  there  according  to  the  Gov- 
ernor's Instructions;  but  Mr.  Morang  coming  up  with  Five 
Hundred  Men  and  Twenty  Indians  put  a  Stop  to  the  erecting 
a  Fort  at  that  Place  by  reason  of  his  not  liking  the  Situa- 
tion, and  the  River  of  Chadakoins  being  too  shallow  to  carry  any 
Craft  with  Provisions,  &ca,)  to  Belle  Riviere.  The  Deponent  says 
there  arose  a  warm  Debate  between  Messieurs  Babeer  and  Morang 
thereon,  the  first  insisting  on  building  a  Fort  there  agreable  to  his 
Instructions,  otherwise  on  Morang' s  giving  him  an  Instrument  in 
Writing  to  satisfy  the  Governor  in  that  Point,  which  Morang  did, 
and  then  ordered  Monsieur  Mercie,  who  was  both  Commissary  and 
Engineer,  to  go  along  said  Lake  and  look  for  a  good  Situation, 
which  he  found  and  returned  in  three  Days,  it  being  Fifteen  Leagues 
to  the  South- West  of  Chadakoin;  they  were  then  all  ordered  to 
repair  thither;  when  they  arrived  there  were  about  Twenty  Indians 
fishing  in  the  Lake,  who  immediately  quit  it  on  seeing  the  French ; 
they  fell  to  Work  and  built  a  square  Fort  of  Chesnut  Logs,  squared 
and  lapped  over  each  other  to  the  Height  of  Fifteen  Feet,  it  is 
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about  one  hundred  and  twenty  square — a  Log  House  in  each  Square 
— a  Grate  to  the  Southward  and  another  to  the  Northward,  not  one 
Port  Hole  cut  in  any  Part  of  it  when  finished — they  called  it  Fort 
Le  Presqae  Isle.  The  Indians  who  came  from  Canada  with  them 
returned  very  much  out  of  Temper,  owing  as  it  was  said  among 
the  Army  to  Morang' s  dogged  Behaviour  and  ill  Usage  of  them 
(but  they  the  Indians  said  at  Oswego  it  was  owing  to  the  French's 
misleading  them  by  telling  them  Falshoods,  which  they  said 
they  had  now  found  out)  and  left  them.  As  soon  as  the  Fort 
was  finished  they  marched  Southward,  cutting  a  Waggon  Road 
through  a  fine  level  Country  twenty-one  Miles  to  the  River  aux 
Boeufs  (leaving  Captain  Derponteney  with  an  hundred  Men  to  gar- 
rison the  Fort  La  Briske  Isle) ;  they  fell  to  Work  cutting  Timber, 
Boards,  &ca*'  for  another  Fort,  while  Mr.  Morang  ordered  Monsieur 
Bite  with  Fifty  Men  to  a  Place  called  by  the  Indians  Ganagarah- 
hare,  or  the  Banks  of  Belle  Reviere,  where  the  River  aux  Boeufs 
empties  into  it;  in  the  meantime  Morang  had  Ninety  large  Boats 
or  Battoes  made  to  carry  down  the  Baggage  and  Provisions,  &**■»  to 
said  Place.  Monsieur  Bite  on  coming  to  said  Indian  Place  was 
asked  what  he  wanted  or  intended.  He,  upon  answering  it  was 
their  Father  the  Governor  of  Canada's  Intention  to  build  a  Trading 
House  for  their  and  all  their  Brethren's  Convenience,  was  told  by 
the  Indians  that  the  Lands  were  their' s,  and  that  they  would  not 
have  them  build  upon  it.  The  said  Monsieur  Bite  returning,  met 
two  Englishmen,  Traders,  with  their  Horses  and  Goods,  whom  they 
Bound  and  brought  Prisoners  to  Morang,  who  ordered  them  to 
Canada  in  Irons.  The  said  Bite  reported  to  Morang  the  Situation 
was  good,  but  the  Water  in  the  River  aux  Boeuf  too  low  at  that 
time  to  carry  down  any  Craft  with  Provisions,  &ca-;  a  few  Days 
after  the  deponent  says  that  about  one  hundred  Indians  called 
by  the  French  the  Loos,  came  to  the  Fort  La  Riviere  aux  Bocuff 
to  see  what  the  French  were  doing;  that  Monsieur  Morang  treated 
them  very  kindly,  and  then  asked  them  to  carry  down  some 
Stores,  &ia*'  to  the  Belle  Riviere  on  Horseback  for  Payment,  which 
he  immediately  advanced  them  on  their  undertaking  to  do  it. 
They  set  off  with  full  Loads,  but  never  delivered  them  to  the 
French,  which  incensed  them  very  much,  being  not  only  a  Loss  but 
a  great  Disappointment.  Morang,  a  man  of  a  very  peevish,  clioler- 
iek  Disposition,  meeting  with  those  and  other  Crosses,  and  finding 
the  Season  of  the  Year  too  far  advanced  to  build  the  Third  Fort, 
called  all  his  Officers  together  and  told  them  that  as  he  had  engaged 
and  firmly  promised  the  Governor  to  finish  the  Three  Forts  that 
Season,  and  not  being  able  to  fulfil  the  same  was  both  Afraid  and 
Ashamed  to  return  to  Canada,  being  sensible  he  had  now  forfeited 
the  Governor's  Favour  for  ever;  wherefore  rather  than  live  in  Die- 
grace  he  begged  they  would  take  him  (as  he  then  sat  in  a.  Carriage 
made  for  him,  being  very  Sick  some  time)  and  seat  him  in  the 
middle  of  the  Fort  and  then  set  Fire  to  it  and  let  him  perish  in  the 
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Flames,  which  was  rejected  by  the  Officers,  who  (the  Deponent  says) 
had  not  the  least  regard  for  him,  as  he  had  behaved  very  ill  to  them 
all  in  general.  The  Deponent  further  Saith  that  about  eight  Days 
before  he  left  the  Fort  La  Briske  Isle,  Chevalier  Le  Crake  arrived 
Express  from  Canada  in  a  Birch  Canoe  worked  by  Ten  Men,  with 
Orders  (as  the  Deponent  afterwards  heard)  from  the  Governor  La 
Cain  to  Morang  to  make  all  the  Preparation  possible  against  the 
Spring  of  the  Year  to  build  them  Two  Forts  at  Chadokoin,  one  of 
them  by  Lake  Erie  the  other  at  the  End  of  the  Carrying  Place  at 
Lake  Chadokoin,  which  Carrying  Place  is  Fifteen  Miles  from  one 
Lake  to  the  Other.  The  said  Chevalier  brought  for  Monsieur  Mo- 
rang a  Cross  of  Saint  Louis  which  the  Rest  of  the  Officers  would 
not  allow  him  to  take  until  the  Governor  was  acquainted  of  his  Con- 
duct and  Behaviour.  The  Chevalier  returned  immediately  to  Canada. 
After  which,  the  Deponent  saith,  when  the  Fort  La  Riviere  aux 
Bceufs  was  finished  (which  is  built  of  Wood  Stockadoed  Triangu- 
larwise,  and  has  Two  Log  Houses  in  the  inside),  Monsieur  Morang 
ordered  all  the  Party  to  return  to  Canada  for  the  Winter  Season 
except  Three  Hundred  Men  which  he  kept  to  Garrison  both  Forts 
and  prepare  Materials  against  the  Spring  for  the  building  other 
Forts.  He  also  sent  Jean  Coeur,  an  Officer  and  Interpreter,  to  stay 
the  Winter  among  the  Indians  on  Ohio,  in  order  to  prevail  with 
them  not  only  to  allow  the  Building  Forts  on  their  Lands,  but  also 
to  perswade  them  if  possible  to  join  the  French  Interest  against  the 
English.  The  Deponent  further  saith  that  on  the  twenty  eighth  of 
October  last  he  set  off  for  Canada  under  the  Command  of  Captain  De- 
man,  who  had  the  Command  of  twenty  two  Battoes  with  twenty  Men  in 
each  Battoe,  the  Remainder  being  Seven  Hundred  and  Sixty  Men  fol- 
lowed in  a  few  Days,  the  thirtieth  arrived  at  Chadakoin,  where  they 
stayed  four  Days,  during  which  Time  Monsieur  Peon  with  Two 
Hundred  Men  cut  a  Waggon  Road  over  the  Carrying  Place  from 
Lake  Erie  to  Lake  Chadakoin,  being  fifteen  Miles,  viewed  the  Situ- 
ation, which  proved  to  their  liking,  so  set  off  November  the  Third 
for  Niagara  where  We  arrived  the  Sixth.  It  is  a  very  poor  rotten 
old  Wooden  Fort  with  Twenty-Five  Men  in  it,  they  talked  of  re- 
building it  next  Summer.  We  left  Fifty  Men  there  to  build  Bat- 
toes  for  the  Army  against  the  Spring,  also  a  Store  House  for  Pro- 
visions, Stores  &oa-'  staid  here  two  Days,  then  set  off  for  Canada. — 
All  Hands  being  fatigued  with  rowing  all  night,  ordered  to  put 
ashore  to  Breakfast  within  a  Mile  of  Oswego  Garrison.  At  which 
Time  the  Deponent  saith  that  He  with  a  Frenchman  slipped  off 
and  got  to  the  Fort,  where  they  were  both  concealed  until  the  Army 
passed ;  from  thence  he  came  here.  The  Deponent  further  saith 
that  besides  the  Three  Hundred  Men  with  which  he  went  up  first 
under  the  Command  of  Monsieur  Babeer,  and  the  Five  Hundred 
Men  Morang  brought  up  afterwards,  there  came  at  different  Times . 
with  Stores,  &ca-'  Seven  Hundred  more,  which  made  in  all  Fifteen 
Hundred  Hen,  Three  Hundred  of  which  remained  to  Garrison  the 
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Two  Forts,  Fifty  at  Niagara,  the  Rest  all  returned  to  Canada, 
and  talked  of  going  up  again  this  Winter  so  as  to  be  thera  the  be- 
gining  of  April.  They  had  Two  Six  Pounders  and  Seven  Four 
Pounders  which  they  intended  to  have  planted  in  the  Fort  at  Gan- 
agarahhare,  which  was  to  have  been  called  the  Governor's  Fort,  but 
as  that  was  not  built  they  left  the  Guns  in  the  Fort  La  Iliviere  aus 
Boeufs,  where  Morang  commands;  further  the  Deponent  saith  not. 

his 
"  STEPHEN  X  COFFEN, 

mark 
"Sworn  before  me  this  10th  Day  of  January,  1754. 

WM.  JOHNSON, 
"  New  York,  26th  February,  1754,  A  true  Copy  examined  by 

GEO.  BANYOR,  D.  CI.  Con/' 


Another  Letter  from  Governor  Be  Lance?/  to  Governor  Hamilton. 

"  New  York,  1st  April,  1754. 
"Sir: 

"I  am  to  acknowledge  Three  of  your  Letters  of  the  18th,  the  25th, 
and  27th  Instant :  the  two  latter  requiring  no  particular  answer  I 
apply  myself  to  the  first,  in  which  you  desire  my  Opinion  of  the 
Sentiments  of  the  Members  of  our  Assembly  on  the  Ohio  affair.  I 
have  no  opportunity  of  conversing  with  any  but  those  of  this  City ; 
and  altho'  I  shall  press  the  Matter  earnestly  upon  them,  Yet  I  be- 
lieve from  what  I  can  learn,  as  I  am  commanded  to  send  two  of  the 
Independant  Companies  to  Virginia  the  Assembly  will  hardly  be 
brought  further  than  to  give  a  Supply  for  their  Transportation  and 
Provisions  for  some  time,  the  Reasons  they  will  urge  for  this  will 
be  that  the  Fort  at  Oswego  wants  Repairs  and  I  am  under  a  Necessity 
of  pressing  upon  them  the  providing  for  a  double  Garrison  there — 
as  the  French  in  their  Way  to  the  Ohio  pass  by  that  Place  they 
might  surprise  it  if  not  well  garrisoned ;  and  I  cannot  doubt  but  if 
the  French  are  attacked  and  driven  from  Ohio  they  will  endeavour 
to  take  Revenge  on  Oswego  should  they  find  it  weak  and  unpro- 
vided. There  is  another  Thing  I  shall  think  it  necessary  to  recom- 
mend to  them,  and  that  is  to  build  a  Fort  or  Forts  to  the  Northward 
of  Albany  to  guard  that  Frontier  against  the  Incursions  of  the 
French  or  their  Indians,  and  also  some  Fort  in  the  Indian  Country, 
to  encourage  them  into  a  Dependance  or  at  least  a  greater  Confidence 
than  they  now  seem  to  place  in  Us;  and  in  the  latter  I  would  flatter 
myself  that  the  neighbouring  Governments  will  join  in  the  Expenoe 
of  the  Measure,  seeming  to  me  to  be  of  common  Concern  and  gene- 
ral Utility  to  all  these  Colonies;  for  I  am  persuaded  if  the  Six  Na- 
tions are  once  convinced  that  they  can  and  will  be  protected  by  these 
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Colonies,  they  will  be  ready  to  join  Us;  their  Backwardness  pro- 
ceeding rather  from  their  Fear  of  the  active  Spirit  of  the  French 
than  from  any  G-ood  Will  they  bear  them;  and  if  the  Indians  are 
secured,  and  any  Difference  should  arise  between  them  and  the 
French,  they  will  gladly  make  a  Peace  and  cultivate  it  with  all 
the  Southern  Indians  in  alliance  with  his  Majestie's  Subjects  on 
this  Continent.  As  these  Things  will  inevitably  occasion  a  great 
Expence,  I  doubt  whether  the  Assembly  will  go  further  than  I 
hinted  above. 

"  I  am  glad  your  Assembly  are  willing  to  bear  the  Expence  of 
sending  Commissioners  to  Albany ;  if  any  of  your  Friends  should 
come  on  that  Service,  I  shall  be  desirous  of  shewing  them  all  the 
Civility  I  can  beside  what  is  due  to  their  Character. 

"  As  to  the  three  Heads  on  which  You  desire  Information — the 
Value  of  the  Present  from  his  Majesty,  whether  any  presents  are 
expected  from  the  other  Governments,  and  what  is  proposed  to  be 
transacted  at  this  Treaty.  The  Present  sent  by  his  Majesty  from 
the  Board  of  Ordinance  consists  of  400  Fire  Arms,  only  Part  come, 
some  large  Bars  of  Lead  for  Ball,  30  Barrels  of  Powder,  and  10,000 
Flints;  and  from  the  late  Sir  Danvers  Osborn's  Agent  Mr.  Milli- 
quet,  about  £300  Sterling.  The  Assembly  of  this  Province  have 
voted  £800  Currency,  part  of  which  I  am  told  will  be  expended 
in  maintaining  the  Indians  at  Albany,  and  in  their  Beturn. 

"  Mr.  Shirley  acquaints  me  he  shall  send  Commissioners,  but 
with  what  Present  I  know  not,  nor  can  I  say  any  Thing  with  Cer- 
tainty as  to  the  other  Governments.  As  his  Majesty  has  been 
graciously  pleased  to  order  the  Indians  a  Present,  and  has  directed 
the  several  Governments  to  send  Commissioners  at  this  Interview, 
the  Indians  upon  seeing  them  there  will  expect  a  Present  from  each 
Province,  and  I  think  it  cannot  fail  of  having  a  considerable  Influence 
on  their  Minds  when  they  perceive  the  Governments  are  acting  in 
Concert,  and  are  told  that  in  so  doing  they  obey  the  great  King 
their  Father  on  the  other  side  of  the  Lake,  which  may  make  them 
expect  the  Continuance  of  such  an  Union  of  Counsels,  and  em- 
bolden .them  to  act  with  Vigour  in  the  British  Interest  against  the 
French. 

"  As  to  what  is  proposed  to  be  transacted  at  the  Interview  for 
the  general  Benefit  of  the  Colonies,  You  will  perceive  by  the  en- 
closed" Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Lords  of  Trade  that  their 
Lordships  expect  a  Treaty  to  be  made  in  his  Majestie's  Name  be- 
tween the  Indians  and  all  the  Provinces.  To  which  I  shall  add,  the 
uniting  all  the  Indians  if  possible  that  are  in  alliance  with  us  into 
one  firm  and  lasting  peace,  and  to  this  Purpose  to  lay  before  them 
their  Folly  in  waging  War  against  each  other  when  they  are  Child- 
ren of  the  same  Father  and  are  all  Brethren  to  the  English ;  to 

♦Entered  in  Minute  of  the  13th  Feby.,  1754. 
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represent  the  Artifice  of  the  French  in  persuading  them  into  so 
absurd  a  measure,  to  alarm  them  at  the  French  building  Forts  on 
the  Lands  conquered  by  and  belonging  to  them  on  the  Lake  Erie 
and  Ohio  River,  and  thereby  excluding  them  from  a  free  and  open 
Communication  with  the  far  Indians  and  those  in  Alliance  with  us; 
and  principally  to  concert  measures  for  building  Forts  in  such  parts 
of  the  Indian  Country  for  their  Protection  as  may  encourage  them 
to  declare  openly  and  cordially  for  us  by  seeing  their  Wives  and 
Children  will  be  secured  and  a  retreat  aiforded  for  themselves  when 
overpowered  and  pursued  by  the  Enemy.  If  something  of  this 
Kind  be  done — some  reasonable  and  equal  Plan  concerted  of  Ex- 
pence  and  Operations,  I  am  persuaded  the  Indians  would  readily 
join  Us  in  dislodging  the  French  from  this  Side  of  the  Lakes,  but 
till  some  such  measures  be  taken  I  cannot  have  a  great  Dependance 
on  their  acting  with  any  Vigour;  we  must  shew  them  the  way  and 
shew  them  too  that  there  may  be  safety  for  them  in  adhering  wholly 
to  the  British  Interest.  This  I  wish  to  see  done,  and  that  I  had 
Grounds  to  hope  for  it,  but  as  I  am  not  Sanguine  enough  to  hope 
it  as  Things  now  are,  yet  from  a  full  and  free  enquiry  at  the  Treat}- 
into  the  State  of  the  Colonies,  something  may  be  struck  out  of 
general  Utility  necessary  to  be  laid  before  his  Majesty  (of  whose 
assistance  we  can  have  no  Room  to  doubt)  that  may  contribute  to 
the  Safety  and  Prosperity  of  the  Colonies,-  and  which  from  his  Ma- 
jestic's  Influence  and  our  awakening  to  a  Sense  of  our  Danger  from 
the  French  Encroachments,  may  produce  Events  beyond  our  present 
Expectations.  I  am  persuaded  with  You  that  the  barely  making 
Presents  to  the  Indians  may  keep  them  our  Friends,  the  advantage 
they  have  in  the  Trade  with  Us  above  what  they  reap  from  that 
with  the  French  is  also  an  Inducement;  But  I  must  agree  with  you 
till  We  remove  their  Fears  by  shewing  them  Safety,  or  at  least  that 
We  will  run  equal  Bisques  with  them,  nothing  vigorous  can  be 
reasonably  expected  from  them  for  I  am  sensible  some  of  them 
look  with  great  Regret  at  the  large  Strides  the  French  are  making 
towards  them  and  us. 

"  In  the  Letter  from  the  Lords  of  Trade,  from  when  the  enclosed 
Extract  is  taken,  their  Lordships  say  that  as  a  great  deal  depends 
upon  the  Interpreters  we  desire  You  will  be  particularly  careful  to 
appoint  such  as  are  well  acquainted  with  the  Indian  Language,  and 
Men  of  Ability  and  Integrity.  Where  I  shall  find  an  able  Inter- 
preter in  this  Country  I  know  not,  nor  have  been  able  to  learn;  the 
one  we  have  is  very  unequal  to  the  Service.  I  must,  therefore,  beg 
the  Favour  of  You  to  let  Mr.  Weiser  accompany  your  Commissioners 
to  Albany,  that  We  may  have  his  Assistance,  or  else  We  shall  be 
at  some  Difficulty  to  understand  the  Indians  or  they  us. 

"  I  hope  You  will  be  able  to  apprehend  my  Thoughts  tho'  thrown 
together  without  Order  and  in  this  confused  Marnier,  my  having 
so  many  Letters  to  answer  by  this  Post  not  giving  me  Leasure  to 
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digest  them  in  any  Method.  If  having  a  great  Regard  for  your 
Abilities  and  Integrity  could  be  an  Excuse  for  this  hasty  Writing 
no  one  is  better  entitled  to  it  than, 

"  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 

«  JAMES  DE  LANCEY." 


A  Letter  from  Governor  Shirley  to  Governor  Hamilton. 

"  Boston,  March  4th,  1754. 

"  Sir : 

"  I  am  favoured  with  your  Honour's  Letter  of  the  twenty-sixth 
of  December,  and  am  much  obliged  to  You  for  the  Expressions  of 
your  Esteem  of  me,  which  are  the  more  agreeable  to  me  as  they 
come  from  a  Gentleman  for  whom  with  the  greatest  Truth  I  can 
say  I  have  an  equal  Regard. 

"  I  thank  You  for  your  Account  of  the  Encroachments  of  the 
French  upon  the  River  Ohio,  which  are  confirmed  to  me  in  a  Letter 
by  the  last  Post  from  Governor.  Dinwiddle,  who  I  doubt  not  hath 
informed  your  Honour  as  he  hath  done  me  of  the  Answer  he  hath 
received  from  Mr.  Legardeur  Destlierre,  the  French  Commanding 
Officer,  dated  at  his  Fort  upon  the  River  au  Boeuf,  declaring  his 
Orders  and  Resolution  to  maintain  the  Forts  already  erected  upon 
the  River  Ohio  and  Others  which  he  is  directed  to  build  there,  and 
denying  the  Right  of  the  English  to  trade  upon  those  Waters ;  and 
I  entirely  agree  in  Sentiments  with  your  Honour  concerning  the 
fatal  Consequences  which  those  Proceedings  of  the  French,  if  they 
are  not  dislodged,  must  bring  upon  his  Majestie's  Southern  Colonies 
on  this  Continent  in  Time  of  War. 

u  Your  Honour  is  pleased  in  your  Letter  to  desire  me  to  give 
You  my  Sentiments  upon  the  Extents  of  his  Majestie's  Dominions 
in  North  America,  apprehending  that  I  was  employed  by  my  late 
Commission  at  Paris  in  the  Settlement  of  these  Limits  between  the 
Two  Crowns ;  but  that  Part  of  the  Negotiation  which  I  was  directed 
by  his  Majestie's  Ministers  to  enter  into  during  my  Residence  in 
France  was  confined  with  respect  to  the  English  Territories  on  this 
Continent  to  the  antient  Limits  of  Acadia  or  Nova  Scotia,  and  the 
Eastern  Bounds  of  New  England.  However,  Sir,  I  shall  freely 
declare  to  You  my  Opinion  upon  the  Point  in  Question  so  far  as  I 
have  enquired  into  and  considered  of  it. 

"It  appears  to  me  that  the  several  Patents  granted  by  King 
James  the  First  to  the  Two  Councils  established  at  Plymouth  and 
London  for  planting  Colonies  upon  this  Continent  are  the  only 
Rule  for  the  English  Governors  to  judge  of  the  Limits  of  the  Colo- 
nics under  their  respective  Governments  by  in  all  Disputes  with  the 
French  Governors  concerning  the  Extent  of  his  Majestie's  Terri- 
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tories  upon  this  Continent,  except  in  Cases  where  the  original 
Limits  declared  in  those  Letters  Patent  may  be  altered  by  Treaty 
or  other  Agreement  between  the  Two  Crowns;  now  those  Patents 
extend  the  English  Territories  lying  within  the  32d  and  48th 
Degrees  of  Northerly  Latitude  quite  across  this  Continent,  vizt->  from 
the  Atlantick  Ocean  to  the  South  Sea;  and  I  can't  find  that  those 
Eastern  and  Western  Limits  have  been  abridged  by  any  Treaty. 
Accadia  or  Nova  Scotia  hath  indeed  passed,  by  several  Treaties 
between  the  Two  Crowns  at  different  Times,  to  and  from  the  Eng- 
lish and  French ;  but  all  that  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  is  the 
only  one  that  makes  the  least  Mention  of  the  Limits  between  the 
English  and  French  upon  this  Continent,  expresseth  concerning 
that  Matter  is  contained  in  the  15th  Article,  '  by  which  the  Indians 
of  the  Five  Nations  are  declared  to  be  subjects  to  the  Dominion  of 
Great  Britain ;  and  it  is  stipulated  that  the  English  and  French 
shall  on  both  sides  have  and  enjoy  full  Liberty  of  going  and  coming 
(viz'"  upon  any  Part  of  the  Continent)  on  account  of  Trade;  also  • 
that  all  the  Indian  Nations  of  the  Country,  whether  in  Subjection 
to  the  English  or  French,  or  Friends  to  either,  shall  have  the  same 
Liberty  to  resort  as  they  please  to  the  French  and  British  Colonies 
for  promoting  Trade  on  the  one  side  and  the  other ;  but  that  it  was 
to  be  exactly  and  distinctly  settled  by  Commissaries  which  of  the 
Indians  are  and  which  ought  to  be  accounted  the  Subjects  and 
Friends  of  Britain  and  France/ 

"  This  hath  not  yet  been  done,  but  it  is  most  evident  the  erecting 
of  Forts  by  the  French  upon  the  Lakes  and  Rivers  behind  the 
English  Colonies  in  order  to  exclude  them  from  trading  there  with 
the  Indians,  and  the  taking  away  the  Effects  of  our  Traders  and 
making  them  Prisoners ;  all  which  Monsieur  Legardeur  Destlierre 
hath  done,  and  declares  in  his  answer  to  Governor  Dinwiddie  that 
he  had  Orders  from  Monsieur  Duquesno,  the  French  Governor 
General  of  New  France  and  the  Louisianna,  so  to  do,  is  doubtless  an 
Infraction  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  and  a  Violation  of  the  Peace  of 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  at  the  time  of  making  which  it  was  stipulated  that 
neither  Crown  should  make  any  new  Settlement  in  any  Part  of  the 
Continent  which  is  controverted  between  them  until  the  same  shall 
be  settled  by  Commissaries,  so  that  if  there  was  Room  to  entertain 
any  Doubt  whether  the  Branches  of  the  Ohio  upon  which  the 
French  are  erecting  Forts  for  these  declared  Purposes  were  within 
the  Limits  of  his  Majestie's  Dominions,  which  I  can't  think  there 
is,  Yet  it  seems  clear  that  his  Governors  in  North  America  have 
good  Right,  and  are  bound  in  Duty  to  his  Service  and  Faithfulness 
to  the  Trust  reposed  in  them  for  promoting  the  Safety  and  Welfare 
of  his  People  under  their  Government,  to  use  their  utmost  Endea- 
vours to  remove  them. 

"I  can't  find  that  the  French  have  any  other  Pretensions  to  that 
vast  Country  which  they  claim  on  the  Back  of  the  English  Colonies 
Vol.  vi.— 2. 
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between  Canada  and  Mississippi,  extending  westward  as  far  as  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  than  that  it  hath  been  more  traversed  by  their  Cou- 
reurs  des  Bois  and  Hunters  than  it  hath  by  the  English.  As  to  the 
immense  Fur  Trade  which  they  would  monopolize  there,  it  is  directly 
contrary  to  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  as  well  as  the  Rights  of  Dominion 
they  pretend  to  over  the  numerous  Tribes  of  Indians  inhabiting  it; 
and  if  the  Eight  to  the  Soil  was  to  depend  upon  Indian  Treaties,  so 
far  as  I  can  Learn  the  Right  of  the  English  to  that  Tract  is  better 
founded  upon  that  Foot  than  their' s. 

"But  whatever  Obscurity  or  Doubt  there  may  be  concerning  his 
Majestie's  Right  of  Dominion  over  these  Territories,  the  Scheme  of 
the  French  in  circumscribing  the  English  Colonies  within  the  Apa- 
lachean  Mountains,  which  they  pretend  to  be  the  Western  Boundary 
between  Us  and  them,  is  evidently  this,  to  monopolize  the  immense 
Fur  Trade  within  that  Tract  to  themselves,  to  subject  all  the  Indians 
behind  those  Mountains  to  their  Power,  to  establish  a  Communi- 
'  cation  between  Canada  and  their  Possessions  upon  Mississippi  by 
Chain  of  Forts  upon  the  Lakes  and  Rivers,  in  which  they  have 
already  made  a  most  surprizing  Progress,  and  by  that  means  per- 
petually to  harrass  our  Southern  Colonies  with  Incursions  of  the 
Savages  from  behind  the  Mountains;  all  which  must  not  only  prove 
an  effectual  Bar  to  the  Extension  of  his  Majestie's  Southern  Colo- 
nies, in  particular  to  the  Westward,  as  your  Honour  justly  observes 
in  your  Letters,  but  seems  to  threaten  them  with  Destruction  in  the 
End;  especially  considering  the  infinite  Advantage  which  the  French, 
who,  from  the  Nature  of  their  Government,  can  play  all  their  En- 
gines at  once,  and  direct  their  whole  Force  where  and  when  they 
please,  have  over  the  English  Colonies  in  Time  of  War,  which  are 
very  much  governed  by  Assemblies  independant  of  each  other,  fre- 
quently disunited  in  their  Councils,  some  of  them  very  remote  from 
Others,  and  all  of  them  looking  upon  themselves  to  be  concerned  in 
the  Common  Cause  in  proportion  to  their  Nearness  or  Remoteness 
from  the  present  Danger.  And  if  the  French  should  prevail  in  their 
attempts  to  seduce  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  from  their  Alli- 
ance with  the  English  and  gain  them  over  to  their  Interest,  which 
I  am  afraid  they  are  in  a  fair  Way  of  doing,  there  seems  Reason  to 
apprehend  that  such  an  Event  may  be  nearer  than  is  generally  im- 
agined. 

"To  obviate  this  Danger  the  Union  of  all  his  Majestie's  Colonies 
upon  this  Continent,  as  recommended  in  the  Earl  of  Holdernesse's 
Letter,  seems  absolutely  necessary ;  and  as  there  is  to  be  an  Inter- 
view with  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  at  Albany  in  June  next, 
to  which  I  suppose  Commissioners  will  be  sent  from  the  Govern- 
ments of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  the  Mas- 
sachusets  Bay,  and  New  Hampshire,  and  perhaps  from  Connecticut, 
I  would  propose  it  for  your  Honour's  Consideration  whether  this 
Meeting  of  the  Commissioners  from  so  many  Governments  to  treat 
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with  these  Indians  in  Concert  with  the  Government  of  New  York, 
may  not  yield  the  most  favourable  Opportunity  for  beginning  such 
an  Union  in  a  most  essential  Article,  by  jointly  agreeing  upon  such 
Measures  as  may  most  effectually  preserve  and  strengthen  our  Alli- 
ance and  Friendship  with  these  Nations,  for  which  Purpose  the 
several  Commissioners  should  have  sufficient  Powers  given  them  by 
their  respective  Governments,  as  also  to  settle  the  Quota  of  each 
Government  either  in  Men  or  Money  for  carrying  what  shall  be 
agreed  upon  into  Execution,  whether  that  shall  be  by  erecting  and 
maintaining  one  or  more  Forts  within  such 'Parts  of  the  Mohawk 
Country  as  the  Indians  themselves  shall  chose  for  the  Protection  of 
it,  with  their  Squas  and  Papooses,  against  the  Incursions  of  the 
French  and  Indians  in  their  Alliance  at  such  times  as  they  shall  be 
engaged  in  Hunting  or  "War,  or  otherwise,  as  shall  be  most  accept- 
able to  the  Indians  and  conducive  to  his  Majestie's  Service. 

"  This  is  what  I  shall  recommend  in  a  most  pressing  manner  to 
the  Assembly  within  this  Government,  which  is  to  meet  the  twenty- 
seventh  of  this  Month,  to  do  on  their  Part,  and  I  can't  but  think  it 
would  have  a  most  happy  Effect  if  his  Majestie's  several  Governors 
could  prevail  upon  their  respective  Assemblies  to  join  in  so  salutary 
and  necessary  a  Measure  for  the  Common  Cause. 

"  Should  the  French  by  Artifices  or  Threats  induce  the  Six  Na- 
tions only  to  give  them  and  the  Indians  in  their  Alliance  a  free  Pass- 
age thro'  their  Country  for  making  Incursions  upon  Us,  that  would 
be  attended  with  very  mischievous  Consequences  to  his  Majestie's 
Colonies,  but  should  they  prevail  upon  them  to  take  up  the  Hatchet 
against  Us  at  this  Conjuncture  it  must  be  fatal  to  them. 

"  I  design  to  mention  this  Proposal  for  securing  the  Indians  of 
the  Six  Nations  in  our  Friendship  by  a  joint  Concurrence  of  the 
several  Governments  who  shall  send  Commissioners  to  Albany  to 
Governors  Dinwiddie,  Sharpe,  Belcher,  De  Lancey,  and  Wentworth, 
and  shall  be  obliged  to  your  Honour  for  your  free  Sentiments  upon 
it,  as  also  upon  the  most  proper  Measures  for  cementing  an  Union 
among  the  Governments  in  general  upon  this  Continent  in  all  other 
respects  for  their  mutual  Protection  and  Defence  against  the  common 
Enemy  suitable  to  the  present  Conjuncture,  and  shall  with  great 
Pleasure  co-operate  with  You  for  promoting  his  Majestie's  Service 
upon  all  Occasions. 

u  I  shall  be  obliged  to  your  Honour  for  an  Account  of  the  Suc- 
cess of  the  Messenger  which  You  sent  to  discover  the  Situation  of 
the  French  Fort  and  their  Designs,  with  the  Determination  of  your 
Assembly  upon  this  Occasion,  as  also  of  what  Advice  You  may  have 
received  further  than  what  I  have  done  from  Virginia  and  Maryland, 
and  would  further  beg  the  Favour  of  You,  if  it  would  not  be  too 
much  Trouble,  to  send  me  a  Collection  of  the  Treaties  made  in  your 
Honour's  Government  with  the  Indians. 
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"  Enclosed  is  the  Declaration  of  one  Patten  (the  Messenger  which 
I  believe  You  sent  to  Ohio)  made  sometime  ago  to  some  Merchants 
at  Boston.  I  send  it  tho'  it  is  most  probable  he  hath  been  more 
particular  already  in  his  Information  given  yourself;  An  Extract 
likewise  of  one  Smith's  Letter  to  me,  which  he  hath  verified  before 
me  and  the  Council  by  his  Oath ;  And  I  shall  send  your  Honour  an 
Account  by  next  Post  of  the  several  Encroachments  made  by  the 
French  in  Nova  Scotia  and  upon  Saint  John's  River,  and  of  the  In- 
telligence I  have  very  lately  received  of  one  making  upon  the  River 
Kennebeck,  but  the  Departure  of  this  Post  will  not  allow  me  more 
time  than  to  assure  You  that  I  am  with  a  most  real  esteem  and 
Regard, 

"  Sir,  Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

"W.  SHIRLEY." 


Extract  from  Mr.   Smith's  Letter  to  Governor  Shirley,  dated  De- 
cember 24:th,  1753,  from  Cape  Cod  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay. 

"  September  the  29th,  1752,  the  Castor  or  Beaver  Company  of 
Quebec  petitioned  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Canada  to  have  a 
Fort  erected  on  or  near  a  River  called  by  the  French  la  Riviere 
blanche,  for  the  Support  and  Strength  of  their  Indian  Commerce, 
which  they  alledged  was  encroached  upon  by  the  English  Traders. 
This  was  forthwith  granted  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  and  an 
Army  of  Six  Thousand  Men  to  be  forthwith  and  ready  to  March 
by  the  First  of  January,  1753,  which  Body  was  to  consist  of  5,000 
Militia,  600  Indians,  and  400  Regulars,  and  when  raised  were  thus 
to  be  disposed  of:  they  were  to  be  divided  into  Three  Parties,  and 
to  march  as  follows,  viz'- :  the  first  Party  consisting  of  2,000  Militia 
and  300  on  the  1st  January,  1753,  under  the  Command  of  Capt. 
Murray ;  the  second  Party  consisting  of  the  same  Number  to  be 
ready  on  the  first  of  March,  under  the  Command  of  Monsieur  Pay- 
conage,  and  the  third  Party  consisting  of  the  Regulars  and  the 
Rest  of  the  Militia  to  be  ready  to  embark  at  Quebec  on  Board  of 
Boats  which  were  to  be  provided  for  them  by  the  1st  of  May, 
under  the  Command  of  Captain  Lotbinere,  Engineer;  upon  the  De- 
claration of  this  Grant  Measures  were  so  expeditiously  taken  that 
Arms,  Ammunition,  and  Provisions,  with  necessary  Apparel  were 
forthwith  provided  and  disposed  of  in  proper  Magazines  throughout 
the  Country  for  that  Purpose  by  the  beginning  of  December,  and 
according  to  the  Time  limited  by  the  Grant;  the  first  Party  began 
their  March  on  New  Year's  Day,  1753,  the  second  Party  in  March, 
and  the  Remainder  I  saw  embarked  at  Quebec  on  the  1st  May,  on 
board  100  flat-bottomed  Boats  built  for  the  Expedition.  We  had 
every  Day  News  before  I  left  Canada  of  a  great  Sickness  raging 
among  them,  so  that  the  Hospitals  at  Montreal  and  Fort  Frontenac 
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were  entirely  crowded  witli  their  Sick,  and  several  have  deserted 
from  them  and  privately  returned  home,  being  terrified  with  the 
Thoughts  of  a  so  long  March ;  all  which  greatly  impairs  their 
Force.  This  Party  is  to  remain  on  the  Command  for  three  Years. 
When  I  left  Canada,  which  was  on  the  18th  of  August  last,  the 
Country  People  and  Populace  in  general  were  greatly  dissatisfied 
with  their  Government  on  Account  of  their  being  so  arbitrarily  be- 
reaved of  their  Children,  so  that  Seditious  Libels  and  satirical  Son- 
nets were  the  continual  Cry  of  their  Streets,  for  the  Suppressing  of 
which  an  Act  was  made  that  if  any  person  sung  or  spoke  any  dis- 
respectful Words  against  the  'Governor,  the  Lord  Intendant,  or 
Council,  exciting  to  Mutiny  or  Sedition,  should  upon  Conviction 
be  forthwith  imprisoned  for  a  Year,  unless  proper  Security  for  their 
future  good  Behaviour  should  be  produced;  this  at  first  the  Popu- 
lace looked  upon  as  only  a  Bugbear,  till  two  or  three  were  taken  into 
Custody  and  proper  Security  obliged  to  be  given,  which  Iligour 
pretty  well  silenced  the  Mob.  Their  common  Cry  was  that  their 
Governor,  by  his  sending  such  a  Body  of  Men  so  far  from  Home, 
had  an  Intention  to  deliver  the  Country  into  the  hands  of  their 
Neighbours  the  New  England  Men,  of  whom  the  Canadians  in 
general  are  mighty  jealous.  The  Indian  Traders  with  whom  I 
have  conversed  inform  me  that  la  lliviere  blanche  is  500  Leagues 
from  Quebec,  and  that  it  is  in  the  British  Territories;  and  further, 
that  the  English  receiving  Intelligence  of  their  Schemes  and  Pro- 
ceedings they  were  afraid  they  would  make  Head  against  and 
drive  them  off." 


A  Letter  to   Governor  Hamilton  from  Mr.  George   Croglian. 

"  March  23d,  1754. 
"  May  it  please  your  Honour  : 

"I  here  enclose  a  Speech  made  by  a  Frenchman  at  Log's  Town 
to  the  Six  Nations,  Delawares,  and  Shawonese,  after  Mr.  Montour 
and  myself  left  the  Town,  which  Speech  the  Indians  sent  after  me 
and  ordered  me  to  send  it  immediately  to  your  Honour  that  You 
might  see  how  they  were  treated  by  the  French  and  desired  You 
might  send  a  Copy  of  it  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia.  Mr.  Trent 
had  received  a  Commission  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  had 
enlisted  about  Seventy  Men  before  I  left  Ohio.  I  left  him  and  his 
Men  at  the  Mouth  of  Mohongialo  building  a  Fort,  which  seemed  to 
give  the  Indians  great  Pleasure  and  put  them  in  high  Spirits.  I 
have  heard  nothing  more  particular  since  Mr.  Montour's  Departure 
from  Ohio  worth  mentioning  to  your  Honour. 

"I  am  Your  Honour's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant. 

"GEO.  CEOGHAN." 
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A  Speech  made  by  Monsieur  La  Force,  the  French  Gentleman  that 
was  at  Log's  Town  when  Mr.  Montour  and  I  left  it,  to  the  Six 
Nations  there. 

"  Children  : 

"  I  came  here  to  know  your  Minds  whether  You  intend  to  side 
with  the  English  or  not,  and  without  asking  You  I  am  convinced 
that  You  have  thrown  away  your  Fathers  and  taken  to  your  Brothers 
the  English.  I  tell  You  now  that  You  have  but  a  short  Time  to 
see  the  Sun,  for  in  Twenty  Days  You  and  your  Brothers  the  English 
shall  all  die." 

The  Speaker  of  the  Six  Nations  made  him  this  Reply : 
"Fathers: 

"  You  tell  Us  in  Twenty  Days  We  and  our  Brethren  the  English 
must  all  dye.  I  believe  You  speakltrue,  that  is  You  intend  to  kill 
Us  if  You  can  •  but  I  tell  You  to  be  strong  and  bring  down  your 
Soldiers  for  We  are  ready  to  receive  You  in  battle  but  not  in  Peace. 
We  are  not  afraid  of  You,  and  after  an  Engagement  You  will  Know 
who  are  the  best  Men,  You  or  We." 


A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
u  Gentlemen : 

"I  am  not  insensible  that  an  Absence  from  your  Homes  at  this 
busy  Season  of  the  Year  must  be  very  inconvenient  to  your  private 
Affairs,  for  which  Reason  I  should  not  have  called  You  together  be- 
fore the  Time  to  which  you  stood  adjourned  but  that  I  thought  the 
Service  of  his  Majesty  and  the  Interest  of  your  Country  required  it. 

"  In  my  several  Messages  during  your  late  Session,  to  which  I 
desire  to  refer  You,  I  fully  represented  the  dangerous  Consequences 
that  were  to  be  apprehended  from  the  Invasion  made  by  the  French 
on  Part  of  his  Majestie's  Dominions,  and  in  Obedience  to  his  Royal 
Orders  I  pressed  You  in  the  warmest  Manner  to  grant  such  Supplies 
of  Men  and  Money  as  might  enable  me  to  resist  the  hostile  Attempts 
of  these  Invaders  and  to  repel  Force  by  Force.  But  for  the  Rea- 
sons set  forth  in  your  Answers,  and  particularly  that  You  were  '  un- 
acquainted with  the  Result  of  the  Government  of  Virginia  with  Re- 
gard to  this  Invasion/  You  declined  granting  the  Supplies  at  that 
Time,  and  ( judged  it  most  prudent  to  wait  until  the  Assembly  of 
that  Colony  had  enabled  their  Governor  to  Act  in  Obedience  to  the 
Royal  Commands.' 

"  I  am  now  to  acquaint  you,  Gentlemen,  that  since  your  Adjourn- 
ment I  have  received  from  Governor  Dinwiddie  the  several  Papers 
herewith  laid  before  You,  by  which  it  will  appear  that  he  is  taking 
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all  imaginable  Pains  for  the  Security  of  his  Majestie's  Dominions  so 
far  as  the  Provision  made  by  his  Assembly  will  permit  him  to  Act, 
and  that  he  is  very  impatient  to  know  the  Issue  of  your  Delibera- 
tions on  this  Subject.  I  cannot,  therefore,  Doubt  but  agreable  to 
the  Professions  in  your  Message  of  the  Twenty-Seventh  of  Feb- 
ruary, '  of  being  ready  and  willing  to  demonstrate  your  Duty  and 
Loyalty  by  giving  such  Sums  of  Money  to  the  King's  Use  upon  all 
suitable  Occasions  as  may  consist  with  your  Circumstances  or  can 
reasonably  be  expected  from  this  Province/  I  say  I  cannot  doubt 
but  you  will  with  the  greatest  Allacrity  lay  hold  on  the  present  Op- 
portunity of  evincing  the  Sincerity  of  those  Professions  by  granting 
such  aid  to  his  Majesty  as  may  comport  with  the  Circumstances  of 
the  Province  and  be  suitable  to  the  Exigence  of  the  Service;  And 
in  the  doing  of  this  I  hope  you  will  be  guided  rather  by  the  Im- 
portance of  the  Concern  than  by  the  Example  of  other  Colonies,  it 
being  found  by  Experience  to  be  a  very  ill-judged  piece  of  Oeconomy 
to  cramp  an  Enterprize  of  this  Nature  in  the  Article  of  Supplies, 
and  that  whatever  is  given  on  such  Occasions  short  of  being  suffi- 
cient to  accomplish  the  Ends  proposed  becomes  for  the  most  Part  a 
Waste  of  so  much  Treasure  without  answering  any  of  the  Purposes 
for  which  it  was  intended. 

"  I  have  at  present  only  to  add  my  Request  that  whatever  you 
think  proper  to  do  on  this  Occasion  may  receive  all  the  Dispatch 
the  Nature  of  the  Thing  will  admit  of,  the  Season  of  the  Year  for 
action  advancing  so  fast  that  unless  our  Measures  be  speedily  taken 
they  will  I  fear  be  rendered  altogether  unserviceable. 

"  JAMES  HAMILTON. 
"  April  3d,  1754." 


Jl  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
"  Gentlemen : 

"  As  you  have  signified  to  me  your  Willingness  to  provide  for 
the  Expense  of  sending  Commissioners  to  Albany  at  the  ensuing 
Treaty  to  be  held  there,  and  also  of  making  a  present  to  the  In- 
dians of  the  Six  Nations  on  Behalf  of  this  Province,  I  thought  it 
incumbent  on  me  to  obtain  the  best  Intelligence  I  was  able  of  what 
was  proposed  to  be  transacted  at  that  Treaty  for  the  general  Benefit 
and  advantage  of  these  Colonies,  and  of  every  other  Thing  relating 
thereto  which  I  conceived  necessary  for  your  Information  when  you 
should  take  this  Subject  more  particularly  into  Consideration. 

"With  this  view  I  wrote  to  Governor  Dclancey,  whom  the  King 
has  been  pleased  to  set  at  the  Head  of  this  Convention,  whose  well 
known  Abilities  and  Experience  in  Indian  Affairs  render  him  in 
every  respect  equal  to  the  important  Trust.  And  as  lie  has  been 
pleased  by  his  Letter  of  the  First  Instant  to  communicate  his  Sen- 
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timents  fully  and  freely  upon  the  several  Points  I  imagine  You 
•will  be  desirous  of  being  acquainted  with,  I  have  chosen  to  lay  the 
same  before  You  in  his  own  Words,  from  whence  and  from  what 
Governor  Shirley  has  so  well  said  upon  the  same  Subject,  added  to 
your  own  Knowledge  of  the  present  Circumstances  of  Affairs,  You 
will  be  able  to  offer  me  your  Advice  upon  this  Occasion,  to  which 
You  may  be  assured  I  shall  pay  the  greatest  Regard.  And  I  must 
the  rather  insist  on  this  as  without  a  perfect  Knowledge  of  your 
Sentiments  from  whom  all  future  Supplies  upon  any  Agreement  to 
be  made  between  the  several  Colonies  must  come,  it  will  be  very 
difficult  if  not  impossible  for  me  to  give  such  Instructions  to  the 
Gentlemen  Commissioners  on  the  Part  of  this  Province  as  may  be 
suitable  and  adequate  to  the  Purpose. 

"JAMES  HAMILTON. 
"April  4th,  1754." 


MEMORANDUM. 

On  the  sixth  of  April  the  Governor  thought  it  necessary  to  send 
Mr.  Weiser  to  Shamokin  &  to  the  Sasquehannah  Indians  to  apprize 
them  of  the  Intentions  of  the  Connecticut  People,  and  to  enquire 
if  any  Correspondence  and  what  was  carried  on  between  them  and 
the  Ohio  Indians,  and  what  Part  they  intended  to  act  in  the  present 
Situation  of  Affairs,  and  to  give  him  a  kind  Reception  with  those 
Indians,  the  following  Message  was  sent  by  him: 

"Brethren  the  D'elawares  and  Shawonese  at  Wyomink  on  Sas- 
quehanna : 

"As  Conrad  Weiser,  Esquire,  the  Indian  Interpreter  of  this 
Province,  is  sent  by  me  on  Business  with  the  Six  Nations  at  Sha- 
mokin, I  have  ordered  him  to  call  on  You  to  enquire  of  your  health 
and  Affairs,  having  heard  nothing  from  You  for  these  many  Years, 
tho'  as  Brethren  I  should  have  been  well  pleased  with  your  News 
and  Accounts  of  your  Welfare. 

"  Something  has  been  intimated  to  me  as  if  you  had  cause  of 
Complaint  against  some  of  our  Inhabitants  j  if  this  should  have  any 
Foundation,  and  You  have  been  in  any  respect  ill  used  or  injured, 
I  desire  You  will  impart  your  Grievance  to  Mr.  Weiser  that  he  may 
lay  it  before  me,  and  You  may  be  assured  I  will  see  Justice  done  to 
You  to  your  Satisfaction. 

"  If  You  are  or  shall  be  informed  of  any  News  that  may  affect 
this  Province  or  Yourselves,  I  desire  you  would  send  me  your 
Informations  by  some  careful  Person  that  You  shall  think  pro- 
per to  entrust  with  it,  and  I  will  give  him  a  Satisfaction  for  his 
Trouble. 

"I  have  no  more  at  present  than  to  assure  you  of  the  Continu- 
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ance  of  ray  Regards  for  You  and  all  the  Indians  in  your  Neighbor- 
hood. 

"JAMES  HAMILTON. 
"Philadelphia,  6th  April,  1754. 

On  the  same  Day  Two  Members  waited  upon  the  Governor  to 
acquaint  him  that  "  the  House  desired  He  would  be  pleased  to  in- 
form them  what  Gentlemen  he  proposed  to  appoint  as  Commis- 
sioners for  the  intended  Treaty  at  Albany."  To  which  his  Honour 
was  pleased  to  say  that  "He  intended  to  appoint  Mr.  Penn  and  Mr. 
Peters  of  the  Council,  and  Mr.  Norris  and  Mr.  Franklin  of  the 
Assembty,  to  be  Commissioners  for  this  Province  at  the  Treaty  pro- 
posed to  be  held  at  Albany  in  June  next." 

On  the  Twelfth  of  April  Two  Members  delivered  the  following 
Message  to  the  Governor  and  acquainted  him  that  the  House  pro- 
posed to  make  the  Adjournment  mentioned  in  their  Message  some 
time  to-morrow,  and  the  Governor  was  pleased  to  say  he  would  take 
it  into  his  Consideration  and  return  an  Answer  to  the  House  to- 
morrow morning  if  He  found  it  necessary  : 

"  May  it  please  the  Governor — 

"Whenever  the  Service  of  the  King  or  the  Interest  of  the 
Country  may  appear  to  require  their  Attendance  in  Assembly,  We 
hope  the  Representatives  of  the  People  will  always,  as  they  have 
now  done,  pay  a  ready  and  chearful  Obedience  to  the  Governor's 
Call,  however  inconvenient  the  Season  may  be  with  respect  to  their 
private  Aflairs.  We  are  nevertheless  thankful  to  the  Governor  for 
his  considerate  Regard  to  our  Circumstances  on  the  present  Occa- 
sion, expressed  in  his  Message  of  the  third  Instant. 

"  And  we  now  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Governor  that  we  have 
had  that  Message  under  our  serious  Consideration  ever  since  it  came 
down  to  the  House,  but  after  all  our  Debates  thereupon  we  find 
that  near  one-half  of  the  Members  are,  for  various  Reasons,  against 
granting  any  Money  for  the  King's  Use  at  this  Time,  and  those  who 
are  for  granting  differ  so  widely  in  their  Sentiments  concerning  the 
Sum  that  there  seems  at  present  no  Possibility  of  their  agreeing,  ex- 
cept in  such  a  Sum  as  in  the  Judgment  of  many  of  them  is  quite  dis- 
proportionate to  the  Occasion,  therefore  and  that  the  Members  may 
have  an  Opportunity  of  consulting  their  Constituents  on  this  impor- 
tant Affair,  We  are  now  inclined  to  adjourn  to  the  Thirteenth  of  the 
next  Month. 

"  We  thank  the  Governor  for  his  very  obliging  Message  of  the 
Fourth  Instant,  and  shall  take  the  same  and  the  Papers  therewith 
communicated  to  us  under  Consideration,  and  offer  our  Sentiments 
to  the  Governor  on  the  weighty  Matters  they  contain  it  our  next 
Meeting.  At  the  same  time  We  shall  provide  for  the  Ezpenoes  of 
the  Commissioners  the  Governor  has  been  pleased  to  nominate  for 
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the  Treaty  at  Albany,  of  whom  we  approve,  and  have  now  voted  a 
Present  of  Five  Hundred  Pounds  to  be  by  them  delivered  to  the 
Indians  on  that  Occasion  in  behalf  of  this  Province. 
"  Signed  by  Order  of  the  House, 

"  ISAAC  NORMS,  Speaker. 
«.  In  Assembly,  12th  April,  1754." 

On  the  thirteenth  of  April  the  Governor,  by  the  Secretary,  sent 
down  to  the  House  the  following  Message  : 
"  G-entlemen — 

"  I  called  You  to  meet  me  in  Assembly  before  the  Time  to  which 
You  stood  adjourned  to  give  You  an  Opportunity  of  demonstrating 
your  Duty  to  the  King  by  granting  such  an  Aid  to  his  Majesty  as 
might  be  sufficient,  in  Conjunction  with  the  other  Colonies,  to 
secure  his  Dominions  against  any  further  Invasion  by  the  French, 
and,  if  need  should  be,  to  repel  the  Invaders,  and  to  that  Purpose  I 
sent  You  a  Message  on  the  Third  Instant.  It  could  not,  therefore, 
but  surprize  me  to  find  that  after  so  long  Deliberation  the  first 
Occasion  of  my  hearing  from  You  on  that  Subject  should  be  to 
signify  to  me  your  Inclination  to  adjourn  to  the  Thirteenth  of  May 
next,  without  having  in  any  Shape  provided  for  the  Service  recom- 
mended to  You. 

"I  am  very  unwilling  to  have  any  Difference  with  You  on  this  or 
any  other  Occasion  where  it  can  possibly  be  avoided,  and  therefore, 
after  declaring  to  You  my  Opinion  that  so  long  an  Adjournment 
will  render  any  Thing  You  can  then  propose  to  do  for  his  Majestie's 
Service  ineffectual  to  the  Ends  he  has  been  pleased  to  recommend, 
I  shall  leave  You  to  act  therein  as  to  yourselves  shall  seem  most 
expedient. 

"  I  am  pleased,  nevertheless,  with  your  Determination  to  provide 
for  the  Expences  of  the  Gentlemen  to  be  appointed  on  the  Part  of 
this  Province  for  conducting  the  Treaty  at  Albany,  and  with  the 
Sum  voted  as  a  Present  to  the  Indians  on  that  Occasion.  It  is 
likewise  a  Satisfaction  to  me  to  find  that  the  Nomination  I  have 
made  of  Commissioners  for  that  Service  is  agreeable  to  You. 

"JAMES  HAMILTON. 

"  April  13th,  1754." 

And  on  the  same  Day  two  Members  waited  on  the  Governor  and 
acquainted  him  that  the  House  having  considered  his  Message, 
had  thought  it  proper  to  shorten  the  Adjournment  mentioned  in 
their  Message  of  Yesternight,  and  to  adjourn  to  the  Sixth  of  the 
Month  called  May  next' 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  to  the  Sixth  Day  of  May  next. 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Tuesday  the  Seventh  of  May, 
1754. 

PRESENT  : 

The  Honourable  JAMES  HAMILTON,  Esqr.,  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor. 

John  Penn,  William  Till, 

Robert  Strettell,  Benjamin  Shoemaker,  J- Esquires. 

Joseph  Turner,  Richard  Peters, 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

The  House  last  Night  acquainted  the  Governor  by  Two  Members 
that  they  were  met  according  to  their  adjournment,  and  were  ready 
to  receive  any  Thing  He  might  have  to  lay  before  them. 

The  several  Letters  and  Papers  following  were  read  : 


■) 


A  Letter  from  Governor  Hamilton  to  Governor  Dinwiddle. 

"  Philadelphia,  18th  April,  1754. 
"  Sir : 

"  I  send  this  by  Express  to  acquaint  You  that  Our  Assembly  has 
once  more  broke  up  without  enabling  me  to  afford  You  any  assist- 
ance either  in  Men  or  Money  on  the  present  Expedition  to  Ohio. 
They  had  once  agreed  to  vote  Money  for  the  King's  Use  and  to  leave 
the  application  of  it  to  me,  but  afterwards  differed  about  the  Quan- 
tum, whether  it  should  be  Ten  Thousand  or  Five  Thousand  Pounds. 
I  should  at  the  same  time  let  you  know  that  there  was  only  a  Ma- 
jority of  Two  that  were  for  granting  any  Supplies  at  all;  and  they 
being  unable  to  agree  among  themselves  with  respect  to  the  Sum, 
proposed  to  adjourn  for  the  present  and  to  meet  again  on  the  Sixth 
of  May. 

"  In  order  that  You  may  not  place  too  great  a  Reliance  on  the 
assistance  You  had  Reason  to  expect  from  this  Province,  I  now  think 
it  incumbent  on  me  to  acquaint  You  that  in  my  Opinion  it  is  alto- 
gether uncertain  whether  any  Thing  will  be  done  by  our  Assembly 
at  their  next  Meeting  that  may  contribute  to  the  Success  of  the  Ex- 
pedition. But  as  I  still  entertain  Hopes  of  it  I  must  desire  the 
Favour  of  your  opinion,  upon  a  Supposition  that  they  give  either  of 
the  forementioned  Sums,  in  what  manner  it  may  be  disposed  of  most 
to  the  advantage  of  the  Service,  and  to  the  Scheme  formed  by  You 
for  his  Majestie's  Interest. 

"After  so  long  a  Delay  as  this  adjournment  must  occasion  it 
seems  scarce  possible  that  a  Body  of  Men  from  hence  can  be  raised, 
armed,  victualled,  and  marched  through  such  an  Extent  of  rough 
country  so  as  to  arrive  in  time  to  give  3^011  any  assistance  in  the 
making  a  Lodgment  or  in  the  building  your  Forts,  sinoe  if  the 
French  are  really  bent  on  obstructing  your  Settlement  after  having 
had  notice  of  your  Intentions,  they  will  undoubtedly  endeavour  to 
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bring  a  Superior  Force  against  You  before  You  can  have  effected  it; 
and  considering  the  little  assistance  you  have  had  from  the  other 
Colonies  I  am  fearful  they  will  be  able  to  prevail.  But  even  taking 
it  for  granted  that  I  was  able  to  raise  a  Number  of  Men  for  this 
Service,  yet  as  it  is  not  possible  from  the  religious  Scruples  of  our 
Assembly  to  procure  an  Act  to  establish  military  Discipline,  How 
could  the  Troops  be  made  serviceable  or  kept  together  longer  than 
themselves  thought  fit  ? 

"  Upon  these  Considerations  I  must  again  request  that  You  will 
be  pleased  to  think  Seriously  upon  this  Subject  and  inform  me  how 
I  may  be  most  useful  to  You  in  case  the  Assembly  here  should  put 
a  Sum  of  Money  into  my  Hands  to  be  disposed  of  for  his  Majestie's 
Service.  I  must  also  desire  You  will  please  to  acquaint  me  whether 
your  Forces  are  actually  marched  towards  Ohio  and  in  what  Number, 
what  accounts  you  have  of  their  Proceedings  or  of  those  of  the  French, 
what  assistance  You  can  now  depend  on  from  the  other  Colonies, 
and  in  general  whatever  shall  occur  to  You  as  necessary  for  my  In- 
formation with  respect  to  this  affair,  in  which  You  may  be  assured 
I  will  co-operate  with  You  to  the  Extent  of  my  Power. 
"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"JAMES  HAMILTON." 


A  Letter  to  Governor  Hamilton  from  Mr.   Washington,  received  the 

MMay. 
"  HonobIe-  Sir : 

"  It  is  with  the  greatest  Concern  I  acquaint  you  that  Mr.  Ward, 
Ensign  in  Capt.  Trent's  Company,  was  compelled  to  surrender  his 
small  Fort  in  the  Forks  of  Mohongialo  to  the  French  on  the  seven- 
teenth Instant,  who  fell  down  from  Weningo  with  a  Fleet  of  Three 
Hundred  and  Sixty  Battoes  and  Canoes,  with  upwards  of  One 
Thousand  Men  and  Eighteen  Pieces  of  Artillery,- which  they  planted 
against  the  Fort,  drew  up  their  Men  and  sent  the  enclosed  Sumons 
to  Mr.  Ward,  who  having  but  an  inconsiderable  Number  of  Men 
and  no  Cannon  to  make  a  proper  Defence,  was  obliged  to  surrender. 
They  suffered  him  to  draw  off  his  Men,  Arms,  and  Working  Tools, 
and  gave  Leave  that  He  might  retreat  to  the  Inhabitants. 

"I  have  heard  of  your  Honour's  great  Zeal  for  his  Majestie's 
Service  and  for  all  our  Interests  on  the  present  occasion.  You  will 
See  by  the  enclosed  Speech  of  the  Half  King's  that  the  Indians 
expect  some  assistance  from  You,  and  I  am  persuaded  You  will 
take  proper  Notice  of  their  moving  Speech  and  of  their  unshaken 
Fidelity. 

"  I  thought  it  more  adviseable  to  acquaint  your  Honour  with  it 
immediately  than  to  wait  till  you  could  get  Intelligence  by  Way  of 
Williamsburg  and  the  young  Man  as  the  Half  King  proposes. 
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"  I  have  arrived  thus  far  with  a  Detachment  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men.  Col.  Fry  with  the  Remainder  of  the  Regiment  and  ar- 
tillery is  daily  expected.  In  the  mean  time  We  advance  slowly 
across  the  Mountains,  making  the  Roads  as  we  march  fit  for  the 
Carriage  of  our  Great  Guns,  &ca''  and  are  designed  to  proceed  as  far 
as  the  Mouth  of  Red  Stone  Creek,  which  enters  Mohongialo  about 
Thirty-Seven  Miles  above  the  Fort  taken  by  the  French,  from 
whence  we  have  a  Water  Carriage  down  the  River,  and  there  is  a 
Store  House  built  by  the  Ohio  Company  which  may  serve  as  a 
Recepticle  for  our  Ammunition  and  Provisions. 

a  Besides  these  Freilch  that  came  from  Weningo,  We  have  credi- 
ble Accounts  that  another  Party  are  coming  up  Ohio.  We  also  have 
Intelligence  that  Six  Hundred  of  the  Chippoways  and  Ottoways  are 
marching  down  Scioda  Creek  to  join  them.  I  hope  Your  Honour 
will  excuse  the  Freedom  I  have  assumed  in  acquainting  You  with 
these  advices.  It  was  the  warm  Zeal  I  owe  my  Country  that  influ- 
enced me  to  it.  and  occasioned  this  Express.  I  am  with  all  due 
Respect  and  Regard, 

"  Your  Honour's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 

"  a.  WASHINGTON." 


A  Summon  by  order  of  Contrecceur,  Captain  of  one  of  the  Compa- 
nies of  the  Detachment  of  the  French  Marine,  Commander- in 
Chief  of  his  Most  Christian  Majestic  s  Troops  now  on  the  leant i- 
ful  River,  to  the  Commander  of  Those  of  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain at  the  Mouth  of  the  River  Mohongialo. 

«  Sir : 

"  Nothing  can  surprise  me  more  than  to  see  you  attempt  a  Settle- 
ment upon  the  Lands  of  the  King  my  Master,  which  obliges  me, 
now,  Sir,  to  send  You  this  Gentleman,  Chevalier  Le  Mercier,  Cap- 
tain of  the  Bombardiers,  Commander  of  the  Artillery  of  Canada,  to 
know  of  you,  Sir,  by  Vertue  of  what  Authority  You  are  come  to 
fortify  Yourself  within  the  Dominions  of  the  King  my  Master. 
This  action  seems  so  contrary  to  the  last  Treaty  of  Peace  concluded 
at  Aix-la-Chapelle  between  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  and  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  that  I  do  not  know  to  whom  to  impute  such 
an  Usurpation,  as  it  is  incontestable  that  the  Lands  situated  along 
the  beautiful  River  belong  to  his  Most  Christian  Majesty. 

uIam  informed,  Sir,  that  your  Undertaking  has  been  concerted 
by  none  else  than  by  a  Company  who  have  more  in  View  the  advan- 
tage of  a  Trade  than  to  endeavour  to  keep  the  Union  of  Harmony 
which  subsists  between  the  Crowns  of  France  and  Great  Britain, 
altho'  it  is  as  much  the  Interest,  Sir,  of  your  Nation  as  Oar's  to 
preserve  it. 

"  Let  it  be  as  it  will,  Sir,  if  you  come  into  this  Place  charged 
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with  Orders,  I  summon  you  in  the  Name  of  the  King  my  Master, 
by  Yertue  of  Orders  which  I  got  from  my  General,  to  retreat  peace- 
ably with  your  Troops  from  off  the  Lands  of  the  King  (and  not  to 
return,  or  else  I  find  myself  obliged  to  fulfill  my  Duty  and  compel 
You  to  it.  I  hope,  Sir,  You  will  not  defer  an  Instant,  and  that  You 
will  not  force  me  to  the  last  Extremity) ;  in  that  case,  Sir,  You  may 
be  persuaded  that  I  will  give  Orders  that  there  shall  be  no  Damage 
done  by  my  Detachment. 

"  I  prevent  You,  Sir,  from  the  Trouble  of  asking  me  one  Hour 
of  Delay,  nor  to  wait  for  my  consent  to  receive  Orders  from  your 
Governor;  He  can  give  you  none  within  the  Dominions  of  the 
King  my  Master.  Those  I  have  received  of  my  General  are  my 
laws,  so  that  I  cannot  depart  from  them.- 

"  If,  on  the  contrary,  Sir,  You  have  not  got  Orders,  and  only 
come  to  trade,  I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  that  I  cannot  avoid  seizing 
You  and  to  confiscate  your  Effects  to  the  Use  of  Indians  our  Child- 
ren, Allies,  and  Friends,  as  You  are  not  allowed  to  carry  on  a  con- 
traband Trade.  It  is  for  this  Reason,  Sir,  that  we  stopped  two 
Englishmen  last  year  who  were  trading  upon  our  Lands;  more- 
over, the  King  my  Master  asks  nothing  but  his  Right,  he  has  not 
the  least  Intention  to  trouble  the  good  Harmony  and  Friendship 
which  reigns  between  his  Majesty  and  the  King  of  Great  Britain. 

aThe  Governor  of  Canada  can  give  Proof  of  having  done  his 
utmost  Endeavours  to  maintain  the  perfect  Union  which  reigns  be- 
tween Two  Friendly  Princes,  as  he  had  learned  that  the  Iroquois 
and  Nepissingues  of  the  Lake  of  the  Two  Mountains  had  struck 
and  destroyed  an  English  Family  towards  Carolina,  he  has  barred 
up  the  Road  and  forced  them  to  give  him  a  little  Boy  belonging  to 
that  Family,  which  was  the  only  one  alive,  and  which  Mr.  Wlerich, 
a  Merchant  of  Montreal,  has  carried  to  Boston ;  and  what  is  more, 
he  has  forbid  the  Savages  from  exercising  their  accustomed  Cruelty 
upon  the  English  our  Friends. 

"I  could  complain  bitterly,  Sir,  of  the  Means  taken  all  last 
Winter  to  instigate  the  Indians  to  accept  the  Hatchet  and  to  strike 
Us  while  We  were  striving  to  maintain  the  Peace. 

"  I  am  well  persuaded,  Sir,  of  the  polite  Manner  in  which  You 
will  receive  Monsieur  Le  Mercier,  as  well  out  of  Regard  to  his 
business  as  his  Distinction  and  personal  Merit.  I  expect  You  will 
send  him  back  with  one  of  your  Officers,  who  will  bring  me  a  pre- 
cise answer.  As  You  have  got  some  Indians  with  You,  Sir,  I  join 
with  Monsieur  Le  Mercier  an  Interpreter,  that  he  may  inform  them 
of  my  Intentions  upon  that  subject. 

"  I  am,  with  great  Regard,  Sir, 

"Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

"CONTRECCEUR. 

"  Done  at  our  Camp,  April  16th,  1754." 
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April  the  18th,  1754.     From  the  Fort  on  Ohio. 

A  Speech  sent  from  the  Half  King  Scruneyattha*,  and  the  Belt  of 

Wampum  sent  to  the   Governor  of  Virginia  and   Governor  of 

Pennsylvania : 

"  Brothers  the  English,  the  Bearer  is  to  let  you  know  how  We 
were  used  by  the  French.  We  have  been  waiting  this  long  time  for 
the  French  to  Strike  Us,  now  we  see  what  they  design  to  do  with 
Us;  we  are  ready  to  strike  them  now,  and  wait  for  your  Assistance. 
Be  strong,  and  come  as  soon  as  possible  You  can,  and  You  shall  find 
Us  your  true  Brothers,  and  shall  find  Us  as  ready  to  strike  them  as 
You  are.  We  have  sent  these  Two  young  Men  to  see  when  You 
are  ready  to  come,  and  then  they  are  to  come  to  Us  and  let  Us  know 
where  You  are  that  we  may  come  and  meet  You,  and  We  would 
desire  if  you  could  that  the  Men  from  both  Provinces  would  meet 
at  the  Forks  of  the  Boad.  And  now,  if  You  do  not  come  to  our 
Belief,  We  are  gone  entirely,  and  shall  never  meet,  I  believe,  which 
grieves  my  Heart.  To  confirm  this  to  be  Truth  here  is  my  Wam- 
pum I  have  sent." 

Gave  a  String  of  Wampum. 

The  Half  King  made  this  speech  to  me,  now  I  depend  upon  You 
to  go  with  these  Two  young  Men  to  both  Governors  yourself,  for  I 
have  no  dependance  on  those  that  are  gone  so  long  and  have  never 
returned  or  sent  any  Word. 

Delivered  to  me  by  John  Davidson  and  Interpreter. 


A  Letter  from  Governor  Dinioiddie  to  Governor  Hamilton. 

"  Williamsburg,  Virginia,  April  27th,  1754. 
"Sir: 

"I  received  your  Honour's  Letter  of  the  Eighteenth  Currant. 
The  Proceedings  of  your  Assembly  gives  me  real  Concern;  this  Ex- 
pedition to  the  Ohio  is  of  so  interesting  a  Nature,  so  warmly  recom- 
mended by  his  Majesty,  so  strongly  urged  by  his  Ministry,  and  so 
evidently  calculated  for  the  Welfare  of  all  the  Colonies,  that  I  can- 
not forbear  expressing  my  Desire  that  your  Honour's  Attachment 
to  his  Majestic's  Service  may  be  again  repeated,  and  that  you  may 
again  lay  before  your  Assembly  the  Necessity  of  a  Supply.  What- 
ever may  be  their  religious  Scruples,  I  think  they  should  consider 
the  first  Laws  of  Nature  Self-Preservation,  and  not  to  remain  inac- 
tive when  likely  to  be  invaded  by  the  common  Enemy.  Men  We 
could  have  raised  enough,  but  Money  was  wanting. 

"In  this  great  and  national  Concern  had  I  met  with  assistance 

*  The  Name  of  an  Indian  Chief, 
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equal  to  the  Importance  of  the  Service,  Had  the  Strength  of  the 
British  Colonies  been  properly  and  timely  exerted,  We  must  by  one 
brave  and  vigorous  Effort  have  entirely  defeated  all  the  Machinations 
of  France. 

"  I  cannot  help  observing  that  Two  Proprietary  Governments 
should  distinguish  themselves  on  this  Exigency  of  our  Affairs,  in 
not  contributing  their  assistance  agreeable  to  his  Majestie's  Com- 
mands, and  more  so  from  jsour  Province  when  it  is  in  Doubt  if  the 
Land  We  are  going  to  possess  is  not  in  your  Grant.  If  they  grant 
You  Money  and  if  You  cannot  raise  some  Men,  it  may  be  applied 
for  Food,  Raiment,  and  other  Necessaries  for  the  Soldiery. 

"  The  Plan  of  my  Operations  is  agreeable  to  his  Majestie's  Com- 
mands to  take  Possession  of  the  Lands  on  the  Ohio  in  his  Name  to 
build  Two  Forts.  My  Orders  to  the  Commander-in-chief  is  to  be 
on  the  defensive,  but  if  opposed  by  the  Enemy  to  desire  them  to 
retire ;  if  they  should  still  persist,  to  repel  Force  by  Force.  If 
You  should  raise  Men  they  may  be  told  to  submit  to  the  Hules 
and  Regulations  of  the  other  Forces. 

"  Our  Forces  are  all  marched  to  the  Number  of  350  Men  ;  from 
North  Carolina  300  men  now  on  their  march  to  join  them.  I  daily 
expect  Two  Independant  Companies  from  New  York  and  one  from 
South  Carolina  when  collected  together  will  be  near  1000  Men.  I 
think  your  Colony  much  nigher  the  Place  of  Action  than  this,  and 
a  much  shorter  March  than  those  from  North  Carolina. 

"It  is  reported  South  Carolina  Assembly  had  voted  £100,000 
their  Money,  which  if  so  is  near  £20,000  this  Money.  I  wrote  the 
Governor  as  it  may  be  chargeable  to  transport  the  Forces  hither  I 
could  raise  Men  if  qualified  by  a  supply  of  Money  from  him. 

"  The  last  accounts  I  have  of  the  French  is,  that  they  have  about 
300  Men  at  the  Fort  they  built  last  Year,  and  that  they  expected 
400  Men  from  Mississippi  up  the  Iiiver  Ohio  to  join  them;  but  the 
Informations  from  the  Frontiers  are  not  to  be  depended  on;  I  have 
often  been  deceived  by  them. 

"And  if  3^our  Honour,  whose  Zeal  for  his  Majestie's  Service  is 
well  known,  could  prevail  with  your  Assembly  to  grant  a  Supply 
for  the  Purposes  before-mentioned,  it  will  I  am  satisfied  be  no  less 
a  Pleasure  to  You  than  it  will  be  to, 

"  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"ROBT-  DINWIDDIE.- 


A  Letter  from  Governor  De  Lancey  to  Governor  Hamilton. 

"New  York,  19th  April,  1754. 
"  Sir : 

"Having  lately  received  some  Intelligence  from  the  Officer  at 
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Oswego  which  I  thought  necessary  to  forward  by  Express  to  Mr. 
Dinwiddie,  I  could  not  omit  to  give  your  Honour  Part  in  it  by  the 
same  Conveyance. .  The  Deserters  the  Officer  mentions  are  since 
arrived  here,  who  say  the  French  propose  sending  3  or  4,000  Men 
this  Spring  to  reinforce  their  Settlements  towards  the  Ohio,  and  to 
build  a  Stone  Fort  on  that  River  to  the  Westward,  having  prepared 
Stone  for  the  Purpose.  I  have  also  Advice  from  Albany  that  the 
French  have  built  a  Fort  at  Coas,  near  the  head  of  Connecticut 
River,  about  80  or  90  Miles  above  Fort  Druiner. 

"The  Assembly  have  only  voted  £1000  for  the  Ohio  Expedition, 
to  be  laid  out  in  the  Transportation  of  the  Two  Independant  Compa- 
nies to  Virginia,  and  subsisting  them  with  Six  Months'  Provisions. 
They  urge  as  Reasons  for  their  not  contributing  more  liberally  to 
this  Service  the  Great  Expence'  the  Province  was  put  to  in  the  late 
War,  not  as  yet  wholly  discharged,  and  the  Necessity  they  are 
under  of  granting  a  considerable  sum  for  repairing  Oswego  and  the 
other  advanced  Forts,  and  sending  a  double  Garrison  to  the  former; 
also  the  building  Forts  in  the  Indian  Countries  to  fix  them  in  their 
Dependance,  and  others  on  the  Northern  Parts  of  the  Province  to 
guard  our  Neighbors  and  Us  from  the  Incursions  of  the  Enemy  in 
Time  of  War. 

"  Their  Resolution  on  the  two  last-mentioned  heads  I  enclose, 
and  as  I  doubt  not  of  your  agreeing  in  Opinion  that  the  building 
Forts  in  the  Countries  of  the  Six  Nations  is  an  essential  Step 
towards  securing  them  and  their  Allies  in  his  Majestie's  Interest, 
in  which  all  the  Colonies  are  much  concerned,  You  will,  I  am  per- 
suaded, use  your  Endeavours  to  bring  your  Assembly  to  join  in 
this  necessary  Expence.  We  cannot  have  a  more  favorable  oppor- 
tunity to  concert  a  scheme  for  this  purpose  than  at  the  Albany  Treaty, 
where  I  shall  probably  see  Commissioners  from  most  of  the  Gov- 
ernments, and  I  hope  You  will  make  this  a  Part  of  the  Commission 
to  the  Gentlemen  from  your  Province.     I  am, 

"Sir,  Your  mostobed*  &  most  humble  Servant, 

"  JAMES  DE  LANCEY." 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Oswego. 

u  Oswego,  March  27th,  1754. 
"  Sir  : 

"  Some  Days  ago  arrived  here  an  Indian  from  Cataraqui,  who  in- 
formed Us  the  day  before  he  left  that  Place  arrived  there  Four  Hun- 
dred French  in  their  Way  to  Ohio,  and  that  he  understood  from 
them  that  a  few  Days  after  Two  Hundred  more  were  to  follow  by 
Land,  and  as  soon  as  the  Ice  would  permit  a  free  Navigation  Eight 
Hundred  more  were  to  go  up  by  Water  to  that  Place;  he  said  upon 
VOL.  VI. — 3. 
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enquiring  the  Reason  of  their  going  up  he  was  answered  that  they 
understood  the  English  began  to  be  a  little  too  saucy  and  bold,  and 
talked  as  if  they  had  a  mind  to  fight,  and  that  they  were  going  to 
chastize  them  for  their  Presumption,  but  desired  no  Assistance  from 
the  Indians,  being  Men  sufficient  of  themselves  for  that  Purpose. 

"  Ten  Days  ago  arrived  here  Five  French  Soldiers  who  deserted 
from  Niagara,  and  confirm  the  above  Report  by  saying  the  above 
Party  was  daily  expected  when  they  came  away,  and  Two  Indians 
who  passed  this  Yesterday  confirm  their  safe  Arrival  at  the  Fort  of 
Niagara. 

"HITCHEN  HOLLAND. 
"New  York,  19th  April,  1754. 

"  A  true  Extract.     Examined  by 

"  GEO.  BANYAR,  D.  Sec'ry." 


Resolution  of  the  Assembly  of  New   York. 

"  Assembly  Chamber,  the  17th  April,  1754. 

"  Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  securing  the  Five  Indian 
Nations  and  those*  in  Alliance  with  them  in  the  British  Interest  is 
of  the  utmost  Consequence  to  all  his  Majestie's  Colonies  on  the  Con- 
tinent, and  as  they  have  requested  to  have  Forts  Built  among  them 
to  secure  their  Wives  and  Children  when  they  go  out  to  War  in 
behalf  of  the  British  Nation,  and  as  the  building  such  Forts  and 
some  Others  on  the  Northern  Parts  of  this  Colony  will  cover  and  in 
a  great  Measure  secure  the  Settlements  of  several  other  of  his  Ma- 
jestie's  Colonies  against  the  Incursions  of  the  French  and  their 
Indians,  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  be  humbly  ad- 
dressed to  use  his  Endeavours  with  the  neighbouring  Governments 
to  join  with  this  Colony  in  the  Expence  of  erecting  and  maintaining 
such  Forts,  and  to  assure  him  that  this  House  will  readily  come 
into  any  well-concerted  Scheme  for  that  Purpose. 

"  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  and  Mr.  Miller  wait  on  his  Honour 
with  the  said  address. 

"  By  Order  of  the  General  Assembly. 

ABRM-  LOTT,  Junr"  CI. 
"  New  York,  20th  April,  1754. 
"  A  true  Copy.     Examind-  by 

"GEa  BANYAR,  D.  Sec'ry." 


A  Letter  to  the  Governor  from  Conrad  Weiser,  Esquire. 
"  May  it  please  the  Governor  : 
"  Last  night  I  arrived  safe  from  my  Journey  to  Shamokin  and 
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Wyomink,  of  which  I  think  I  am  obliged  by  your  Honour's  Orders 
to  lay  before  You  a  just  and  distinct  Account,  which  is  as  follows  : 
April  the  seventeenth  I  set  out  from  home  and  went  by  the  way  of 
John  Harris'  and  Thomas  McKee's,  being  afraid  of  the  two  high 
Mountains  and  the  bad  road  that  leads  from  them  to  Shamokin.  I 
arrived  at  Shamokin  the  twentieth  of  April,  found  that  Two  of  the 
Shick  Calamys  being  about  Thirty  Miles  off  on  the  North  West 
Branch  of  Sasquehannah,  commonly  called  2  Machson.  I  sent  a 
Messenger  for  them,  there  being  a  great  Number  of  Indians  at  and 
about  Shamokin.  I  thought  fit  to  send  my  Son  with  James  Logan, 
the  lame  Son  of  Shick  Calamys,  with  another  Indian,  to  Oskohary, 
Nishkibeckon,  and  Woyamock.  Three  Indian  Towns  on  Sasque- 
hannah  (North-East  Branch),  with  your  Honour's  Message.  They 
set  out  from  Shamokin  on  the  Twenty-Second  by  Water,  because 
there  was  no  Fodder  to  be  had  by  the  Way  for  Horses.  On  the 
twenty-sixth  they  came  back  again  and  reported  that  they  lodged 
the  first  night  at  Oskohary  with  Lapackpitton  the  Chief  Man,  and 
Sammy  interpreted  your  Honour's  Message  in  Mohock  to  James 
Logan,  and  he  to  Lapackpitton  in  Delaware.  That  Lapackpitton 
was  well  pleased  with  the  Message,  thank'd  them  very  kindly,  and 
gave  them  the  String  of  Wampum  back  again  which  they  had  given 
him,  and  told  them  that  it  was  best  to  leave  the  String  at  Niski- 
beckon  where  there  were  more  Indians,  with  old  Nutimus  their 
Chief.  When  they  arrived  at  Niskibeckon  old  Nutimus  was  from 
home,  but  the  Rest  of  the  Indians  received  the  Message  very  kindly, 
and  said  they  would  lay  it  before  Nutimus  and  the  Rest  of  their 
Indians  after  they  should  come  home.  At  Woyamock  it  was  just 
the  same,  Paxanosy  the  Chief  Man  there  was  from  home  also,  the 
Message  with  another  String  of  Wampum  was  taken  well  by  those 
that  were  at  home.  It  is  supposed  they  will  have  a  Council 
together  when  they  all  come  home,  which  will  be  at  their  planting 
time.  1203430 

"  In  the  mean  time  that  Sammy  was  gone  up  to  Woyomock  I 
went  up  the  North- West  Branch  about  Twenty  Miles  to  see  some 
Indians,  in  particular  one  that  came  from  the  Cayuga  Country,  but 
missed  him;  however,  John  Shick  Calamy  told  me  all  the  News 
he  brought  from  Cayinkquo,  which  is  inserted  in  the  Paper  of  In- 
dian News  herewith  sent. 

"  The  Indians  on  Sasquehannah  and  about  Shamokin  saw  some 
of  the  New  England  Men  that  came  as  Spies  to  Woyomock  last  Fall ; 
and  they  saw  them  making  of  Draughts  of  the  Land  and  Rivers, 
and  are  much  offended  about  it.  They  asked  me  about  them — I 
told  them  we  had  heard  so  much  as  that,  and  that  we  had  Intelli- 
gence from  New  England  that  they  came  against  the  Advice  of  their 
Superiors  as  a  parcel  of  head  strong  men  and  Disturbers  of  the 
Peace.  They,  the  Indians,  said  they  were  glad  to  hear  that  neither 
their  Brother  On'ag  nor  their  own  Chief  Men  had  sent  them,  and 


36  MINUTES  OF  THE 

they  hoped  they  would  not  be  supported  by  any  English  Govern- 
ment in  their  so  doing.  The  Nanticokes  are  gone  up  the  River  to 
live  at  Olsenencky,  a  Branch  of  Sasquehannah,  where  formerly  some 
Onondagors  and  Shawonese  lived. 

"  The  Indians  in  general  about  Shamokin  enquire  strongly  about 
what  the  English  are  doing  against  the  French  on  Ohio;  they 
seemed  too  mightily  pleased  when  I  told  them  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  Virginia  had  sent  Five  or  Six  Hundred  Men  and  that  a 
great  Number  would  be  sent  by  North  Carolina,  but  they  won- 
dered why  Pennsylvania  would  not  assist  their  Brethren ;  I  told 
them  that  I  hoped  they  still  would,  though  perhaps  not  at  this 
time;  they  said,  perhaps  it  will  be  too  late  then,  for  the  Indians 
said  they  will  not  engage  before  they  see  the  English  fight  the 
French  couragiously  with  one  accord.  I  have  nothing  to  add,  but 
am, 

"  Sir,  Your  very  obedient  and  humble  Servant, 

"  CONRAD  WEISER. 
"  Hcidleberg,  in  Berks  County,  May  the  2d,  1754." 


News  that  the  Indians  told  Mr.  Weiser  at  Shamokin. 

Canadehnia,  son  of  Sakuchsonyout,  deceased,  came  from  Cayukoe 
about  the  middle  of  April,  and  brought  News  that  some  of  the 
Senecas  in  their  way  to  the  Southern  Indians  met  at  Ohio  with 
Three  Parties  of  French  praying  Indians,  who  came  from  the  in- 
habited Part  of  Virginia  and  had  a  great  many  Scalps  and  four 
Prisoners,  one  thereof  they  knew  was  a  Son  of  Col.  Cressap ;  the 
Senecas  asked  them  why  they  did  so,  they  made  answer  that  they 
did  it  not  themselves  but  their  Father  Onontio  had  ordered  them 
so  to  do — that  .they  did  not  know  where  they  had  been,  being  led 
by  a  Frenchman,  but  supposed  it  was  upon  James'  River  or  Pa- 
towmack ;  that  they  had  also  Two  Indian  Scalps  which  they  gave 
to  the  Senecas  and  told  them  they  might  now  go  home,  as  these 
Scalps  would  answer  their  End,  and  the  Senecas  turned  home  ac- 
cordingly. 

Item ;  that  a  large  Belt  of  "Wampum,  one  End  black  and  the 
other  White,  was  sent  by  the  Shawonese  and  Delawares  on  Ohio 
to  Onondago,  with  the  following  Speech,  by  the  black  Part  the 
Shawonese  spoke:  " Brethren  the  United  Nations,  hear  Us;  The 
French  your  Father's  Hatchet  is  just  over  our  Heads,  and  We  ex- 
pect to  be  struck  with  it  every  moment;  make  haste,  therefore, 
and  come  to  our  assistance  as  soon  as  possible,  for  if  you  stay  till 
we  are  killed  You  won't  live  much  longer  afterwards,  but  if  you 
come  soon  we  shall  be  able  to  fight  and  conquer  the  French  our 
Enemy."     The  Delawares  said  by  the  white  Part:  "  Uncles  the 
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United  Nations,  We  expect  to  be  killed  by  the  French  your  Father ; 
We  desire,  therefore,  that  You  will  take  off  our  Petticoat  that  we 
may  fight  for  ourselves,  our  Wives  and  Children;  in  the  Condition 
We  are  in  You  know  we  can  do  nothing." 

Newmoch,  an  old  Delaware  Indian  from  the  Big  Island,  came  to 
Shamokin  while  I  was  there,  and  brought  the  News  that  above 
one  hundred  Men,  Deiawares,  where  by  the  Way  from  Ohio  to 
settle  upon  the  Big  Island  upon  Zinacksy  Iiiver  for  Security  of 
their  Wives  and  Children ;  that  as  many  stayed  at  Ohio  and  are 
moving  towards  the  Shawonese,  that  the  Shawonese  had  sent  a 
Message  to  the  Deiawares  when  they  heard  of  their  Intention  to 
move  to  Zinaehsy  with  a  Belt  of  Wampum,  and  said:  "Grand- 
fathers/' so  they  stile  the  Deiawares,  "Don't  leave  me,  but  let  Us 
live  and  die  together  and  let  our  Bones  rest  together,  let  us  die  in 
Battle  like  Men  and  fear  not  the  French;"  that  Cap'-  Trent  had 
surprised  and  taken  Six  French  praying  Indians,  but  that  Three 
of  them  made  their  Escape  afterwards  by  Carelessness  of  their 
Guard. 

Canadehnia  also  said  that  Three  Column  of  French  Men  passed 
the  Lake  Ontario  towards  Ohio — the  First  Column  of  Four  Hun- 
dred, the  Second  of  Three  Hundred,  and  the  Third  of  Four  Hundred 
Men — in  all  Eleven  Hundred  Men,  and  it  was  said  that  more  would 
come. 

And  then  the  Draught  of  a  Message  proposed  by  the  Governor  to 
the  Assembly  was  considered  and  approved,  and  is  as  follows : 

"  Gentlemen — 

"  As  You  are  now  met  to  resume  the  Consideration  of  the  several 
Matters  repeatedly  and  earnestly  recommended  to  You  in  conse- 
quence of  his  Majestie's  Commands,  in  addition  to  what  has  been 
already  communicated,  I  now  lay  before  You  the  melancholy  account 
which  I  received  on  Friday  last  by  Express  from  Col.  Washington 
of  the  appearance  of  a  French  army  of  upwards  of  One  Thousand 
Men,  with  Eighteen  Pieces  of  Artillery,  before  the  Fort  building  by 
the  Virginians  on  the  Ohio  near  the  Mouth  of  Mohongialo,  and  of 
the  Surrender  thereof  on  the  Seventeenth  of  last  Month  to  their 
superior  Force. 

" I  thought  it  necessary  after  your  adjournment  to  send  an  Ex- 
press to  Governor  Dinwiddie  in  order  to  be  particularly  informed 
whether  the  Forces  raised  in  His  Government  were  actually  marched 
towards  Ohio  and  in  what  Number,  and  what  Accounts  he  had  of 
their  Proceedings  or  of  those  of  the  French,  what  Assistance  he 
could  depend  on  from  the  other  Colonies,  and  in  general  whatever 
should  occur  to  him  necessary  for  my  Information  with  respect  to 
this  Affair,  and  to  acquaint  me  how  I  might  be  the  most  useful  to 
him,  and  I  have  the  Satisfaction  to  communicate  to  You  his  Answer. 

u  When  You  take  into  Consideration  those  Parts  of  My  Mesa 
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which  relate  to  the  Treaty  at  Albany,  I  must  desire  You  will  weigh 
with  the  utmost  Attention  the  several  Matters  recommended  by 
Governor  De  Lancey  in  his  Letter  of  the  Nineteenth  of  April,  and 
as  they  are  of  great  Importance  to  the  Interest  of  his  Majestie's 
Colonies  in  general,  and  of  this  in  particular,  I  hope  they  will  have 
their  due  Weight  with  you  in  your  Deliberations  and  advice. 

M  The  Proposals  made  by  the  Governors  of  Boston  and  New  York 
for  an  Union  of  the  several  Colonies  in  Indian  affairs  is  so  agreeable 
to  my  Sentiments  that  I  earnestly  recommend  it  to  your  Considera- 
tion, and  that  you  will  enable  me  to  instruct  the  Commissioners 
from  this  Province  to  concur  with  Those  from  the  other  Colonies  in 
case  a  reasonable  Plan  shall  be  offered  them  for  that  Purpose.  This 
Method  of  acting  in  Concert  and  by  fair  and  equitable  Quotas  and 
Proportions  of  Expence  will  in  the  End  be  much  less  chargeable 
and  greatly  more  beneficial  to  our  real  Interest  than  the  Practice 
now  in  Use  of  making  frequent  and  distinct  Presents  to  the  Indians, 
which  have  been  found  by  Experience  to  contribute  little  or  nothing 
to  their  real  Strength  or  Security,  but  on  the  contrary  has  adminis- 
tered Occasions  of  Debaucheries  and  Contentions  among  themselves 
which  have  produced  irreconcileable  animosities  in  Families  and 
obliged  them  often  to  seperate  from  one  another  to  the  great  Weak- 
ening of  our  Indian  Interest  and  Advantage  of  our  powerful  and 
enterprising  Rivals. 

"  Not  having  of  a  long  Time  heard  any  Thing  from  the  Indians 
Living  on  the  Waters  of  the  Sasquehannah,  I  thought  it  necessary 
to  send  Mr.  Weiser  to  them  with  a  respectful  Message,  conceived  in 
general  Terms,  and  with  a  View  only  to  be  informed  in  what  Light 
the  Hostilities  of  the  French  had  been  represented  to  them,  and 
whether  any  and  what  Measures  had  been  proposed  to  them  in  Re- 
lation thereto. 

"  Mr.  Weiser's  Journey  answered  my  Purposes  as  You  will  see 
by  his  Letters  which  he  dispatched  to  me  by  his  Son  as  soon  as  he 
returned  to  his  own  Home. 

,     "JAMES  HAMILTON. 
"May  7th,  1754. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Tuesday  the  Fourteenth  of 
May,  1754. 

present : 
The  Honourable  JAMES  HAMILTON,  Esquire,  Lieutenant 
Governor. 

John  Penn,  "J 

Robert  Strettell,  y  Esquires. 

Richard  Peters,  J 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

A  Bill  was  presented  to  the  Governor  by  Two  Members  for  his 
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Concurrence,  Entituled  "  An  Act  for  striking  the  Sum  of  Thirty 
Thousand  Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit,  and  for  granting  Ten  Thousand 
Pounds  thereof  to  the  King's  Use,  and  to  provide  a  Fund  for  sink- 
ing the  same  and  for  applying  the  Remainder  to  the  Exchange  of 
torn  and  Ragged  Bills  now  current  in  this  Province,"  and  was  read 
twice  and  some  Amendments  were  proposed  to  be  made  to  it,  the 
principal  of  which  was  that  as  the  Bill  extended  the  Excise  for  Ten 
Years,  in  which  Time  it  would  raise  the  Sum  of  Thirty-Five  Thou- 
sand Pounds  and  only  proposed  to  give  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  for 
the  King's  Use,  the  Word  Ten  should  be  altered  to  the  "Word  Four, 
it  being  thought  exceedingly  unreasonable  to  extend  the  Burthen 
for  so  long  a  Time  when  more  than  the  Sum  proposed  to  be  given 
might  be  raised  in  the  Term  of  Four  Years,  and  accordingly  the 
Bill  with  this  and  some  other  trifling  Amendments  was  returned  to 
the  House. 


MEMORANDUM. 

The  same  Day  the  House  returned  the  Bill  to  the  Governor  with 
a  Message  agreeing  to  the  trifling  Amendments,  but  adhering  to  the 
principal  one  and  Extension  of  the  Act  for  Ten  Years,  and  praying 
he  would  be  pleased  to  pass  the  Bill  as  it  then  stood  for  Ten  Years  j 
To  which  the  Governor  on  the  Day  following  sent  the  House  the 
following  written  Message : 
41  Gentlemen : 

"  Considering  the  Royal  Instruction  laid  before  the  Assembly  the 
last  Year,  it  must  be  apparent  that  I  have,  meerly  from  a  Desire  to 
oblige  You,  consented  to  raise  the  Money  intended  for  his  Ma- 
jestie's  Use  in  the  Manner  by  You  proposed,  and  have  prolonged 
the  Currency  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  to  be  issued  in  Vertue  of  the 
Bill  now  under  Consideration  as  far  as  I  can  think  consistent  with 
my  own  Safety. 

"And  as  the  Fund  to  be  established  upon  the  Foot  of  my  pro- 
posed Amendment  will  be  more  than  sufficient  to  repay  the  Sum 
granted  by  the  Bill,  I  can  see  no  Reason  for  extending  the  Act  of 
Excise  longer  than  Four  Years  beyond  the  Date  of  its  present 
Limitation,  or  for  Burthening  the  People  unnecessarily  with  a  Tax 
that  possibly  may  not  be  wanted,  and  therefore  find  no  Cause  to  re- 
cede from  that  Amendment. 

"  And  as  for  the  first,  I  am  of  Opinion  it  is  so  indispensably 
necessary  that  unless  some  such  Provision  be  made  the  whole  In- 
tent of  the  Grant  to  his  Majesty  may  be  defeated.  But  if,  on 
further  Consideration,  the  Method  by  me  proposed  shall  not  be  ap- 
proved by  You,  it  will  be  very  agreeable  to  me  that  Commissioners 
be  named  in  the  Bill  to  act  conjunctly  with  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  for  the  time  being,  in  disposing  of  the  Money. 

"JAMES  HAMILTON. 
"  May  15th,  1754." 
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On  the  same  Day  the  following  Message  was  delivered  to  the 
Governor  by  Two  Members,  who  at  the  same  time  acquainted  him 
that  this  being  an  inconvenient  Season  of  the  Year  for  the  Members 
to  be  from  their  respective  Homes,  the  House  desired  the  Governor 
would  be  pleased  to  let  them  know  his  Besult  on  the  said  Bill  as 
soon  as  possible  : 
"  May  it  please  the  Governor : 

u  The  House  are  not  enclined  to  enter  into  any  Dispute  with  the 
Governor  on  the  Subject  of  his  proposed  Amendments  to  the  Money 
Bill,  as  the  Bepresentatives  of  the  People  have  an  Undoubted  Bight 
to  judge  and  determine  not  only  of  the  Sum  to  be  raised  for  the 
Use  of  the  Crown  but  of  the  Manner  of  raising  it. 

"  The  Governor  in  his  Message  of  the  Nineteenth  of  February, 
was  pleased  to  tell  Us  '  That  if  the  House  should  be  of  Opinion 
that  there  will  be  a  Necessity  to  strike  a  farther  Sum  in  Bills  of 
Credit  to  defray  the  Charges  of  raising  Supplies  for  his  Majestie's 
Service  in  this  Time  of  imminent  Danger,  and  would  create  a  proper 
Fund  or  Funds  for  sinking  the  same  in  a  few  Years,  He  would  con- 
cur with  Us  in  passing  a  Law  for  that  Purpose,  thinking  himself 
sufficiently  warranted  so  to  do  in  Cases  of  real  Emergency/ 

"  On  this  Assurance  the  House  have  prepared  a  Bill  and  pre- 
sented it  to  the  Governor  to  strike  the  Sum  of  Ten  Thousand 
Pounds,  to  give  the  same  to  the  King's  Use,  and  to  sink  it  by  an 
Extension  of  the  Excise  Act  for  a  farther  Term  of  Ten  Years.  The 
Governor  will  be  pleased  to  consider  that  his  Predecessor,  to  whom 
the  mentioned  Instruction  was  given,  did  afterwards  pass  an  Act  of 
the  same  Kind  extending  the  Excise  Act  Ten  Years  (now  near  ex- 
pired) for  a  Grant  of  Five  Thousand  Pounds  only,  and  We  never 
heard  that  he  incurred  the  Boyal  Displeasure  for  so  doing.  As  the 
Sum  We  grant  is  double,  We  had  no  Expectation  that  our  pro- 
posing the  same  Term  would  have  been  deemed  extravagant.  The 
Governor  thinks  Four  Years  sufficient;  but  as  the  Bepresentatives 
are  best  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  the  People,  and  must 
themselves  as  a  Part  of  the  People  bear  a  Share  of  all  Burthens 
laid  upon  them,  it  seems  not  reasonable  to  suppose  they  will  lay 
such  Burthens  unnecessarily.  They  now  offer  Ten  Thousand 
Pounds  to  the  Crown  and  propose  a  manner  of  raising  it  that  they 
judge  most  easy  and  convenient  for  the  People  they  represent;  and 
if  the  Governor  thinks  fit  to  refuse  it  meerly  from  an  Opinion  that 
a  shorter  Term  for  sinking  the  Bills  would  be  more  easy  for  the 
People,  We  cannot  but  suppose  that  since  the  Messages  in  which 
He  so  warmly  recommended  this  affair  to  Us,  he  has  on  further 
Advices  or  better  Considerations  changed  his  Sentiments  of  the 
Importance  of  the  present  Occasion  for  Supplies,  and  doth  not  now 
think  the  Danger  so  imminent  or  the  Emergency  so  great  or  so  real 
as  he  then  apprehended  it  to  be. 

"  We,  therefore,  beg  Leave  to  acquaint  the  Governor  that  if  this 
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Amendment  regarding  the  Term  is  insisted  on,  it  is  needless  to 
consider  the  other  relating  to  Commissioners,  for  the  Bill  cannot  pass 
this  House. 

"  Sign'd  by  Order  of  the  House. 

"ISAAC  NORMS,  Speaker. 
"In  Assembly,  15th  May,  1754/' 

To  which  the  Governor  on  the  Seventeenth  returned  the  follow- 
ing Answer : 
"  Gentlemen : 

"  As  I  am  not  less  unwilling  than  Yourselves  to  enter  into  Dis- 
putes of  any  Kind,  I  could  have  been  well  pleased  to  have  been 
freed  from  the  Necessity  of  animadverting  upon  the  Contents  of 
your  Message  on  the  Subject  of  the  Bill  for  granting  Money  to  the 
King's  Use;  but  as  that  Message  appears  to  contain  a  Position 
derogatory  to  the  Rights  of  Government,  I  cannot,  consistent  with 
my  own  Judgment  and  the  Trust  reposed  in  me,  suffer  it  to  pass 
without  some  observation. 

"  You  are  pleased  to  say  that  <  the  Representatives  of  the  People 
have  an  undoubted  Right  to  judge  and  determine,  not  only  of  the 
Sum  to  be  raised  for  the  Use  of  the  Crown,  but  of  the  manner  of 
raising  it.'  This,  Gentlemen,  is  a  Privilege  which  I  neither  have 
or  ever  shall  deny  to  be  inherent  in  You  as  an  Assembly,  while  it 
is  only  understood  to  imply  that  no  Money  can  be  levied  on  the 
People  without  your  Consent ;  But  if  you  would  infer  from  it  that 
I  have  no  Right  to  exercise  my  Judgment  with  respect  to  Money 
Bills  farther  than  either  to  approve  or  reject  them  as  they  are  of- 
fered to  me,  I  must  beg  Leave  to  differ  from  You  in  my  Opinion, 
both  from  the  Reason  of  the  Thing  and  the  Practice  of  my  Pre- 
decessors upon  several  Occasions. 

"  The  Governors  of  this  Province  are  invested  with  one  Half  of 
the  Legislative  Powers,  and  being  equally  concerned  in  Duty  with 
the  Assembly  to  consult  the  Ease,  Freedom,  and  Welfare  of  the 
People  committed  to  their  Care,  must  of  Course  be  supposed  to  have 
a  Right  to  interfere  and  rectify  any  Mistakes  they  apprehend  likely 
to  be  committed  by  the  other  Branch  of  the  Legislature,  as  well  in 
Regard  to  the  laying  of  Taxes  as  to  Matters  of  any  other  Kind,  unless 
it  can  be  proved  they  have  renounced  their  Right  thereto  by  some 
publick  Act,  which  I  do  not  conceive  to  have  been  the  Case  here  ; 
for  to  what  Purpose  is  a  Governor  appointed  and  invested  with  a 
Share  in  the  Legislative  Authority  if  he  hath  no  discretionary 
Power  to  object  to  what  he  thinks  Amiss  in  the  Proceedings  of  an 
Assembly,  and  is  only  to  be  made  Use  of  as  an  Instrument  to  ratify 
their  Transactions,  tho'  ever  so  inconsistent  with  his  own  Judgment 
and  the  Good  of  the  People  ? 

"  You  must  be  sensible,  Gentlemen,  that  I  have  neither  objected 
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to  the  Sum  granted  for  the  Use  of  the  Crown  nor  to  the  Manner  of 
raising  it  as  proposed  by  the  Bill  under  Consideration,  tho'  I  could 
heartily  have  wished  that  the  Sum  had  been  larger,  and  that  it  had 
been  given  more  seasonably,  as  well  as  that  some  less  exception- 
able Method  had  been  fallen  on  for  raising  it  than  by  compelling 
me  to  depart  from  the  Letter  of  his  Majestie's  Instruction,  which 
nothing  less  than  my  Concern  for  the  King's  Service  and  the  Pre- 
servation of  the  People  under  my  Government  in  this  Time  of  im- 
minent Danger  could  have  induced  me  to  comply  with ;  on  which 
accounts  I  hope  his  Majesty,  upon  a  fair  and  candid  Representation 
of  the  Case,  will  most  graciously  be  pleased  to  pardon  me. 

■"  My  principal  Objection  You  well  know  is  only  against  the  Ex- 
tension of  the  Fund  whereby  the  Money  is  proposed  to  be  repaid 
to  an  unnecessary  Length,  by  which  a  Tax  is  to  be  laid  and  con- 
tinued upon  the  People  without  the  least  apparent  Necessity.  Can 
You  suppose,  if  there  should  be  any  future  Occasion,  that  a  Gov- 
ernor will  refuse  his  assent  to  a  Bill  for  levying  Money  for  the 
general  Utility  of  the  Province?  Or  have  You  in  the  present 
Case  at  all  intimated  to  me  any  Services  for  which  it  is  now 
wanted  ? 

"It  is  true  You  have  been  pleased  to  make  a  Grant  to  his 
Majesty  of  Ten  Thousand  Pounds,  which  as  it  was  the  most  that 
could  be  obtained  I  am  in  hopes  will  be  graciously  accepted  by 
him  as  a  Mark  of  your  Duty;  and  in  compliance  to  my  Message  of 
the  nineteenth  of  February  I  have  consented  to  establish  a  Fund  by 
which  the  same  will  be  repaid  in  the  easiest  Manner  at  the  End  of 
Six  Years  and  leave  a  Surplus  of  several  Thousand  Pounds  in  your 
Hands,  to  be  disposed  of  as  You  think  fit;  but  I  am  sorry  to  find 
You  are  not  satisfied  with  this,  and  that  for  the  Ten  Thousand 
Pounds  now  granted  to  his  Majestie's  Use  You  are  desirous  of  ob- 
taining more  than  three  Times  that  Sum  in  Return,  and  urge  as  a 
Precedent  for  my  Behaviour  what  was  done  by  my  Predecessor  on 
a  like  Occasion. 

"I  have  no  Desire,  Gentlemen,  to  detract  from  the  Merit  of 
your  late  Governor,  of  which  I  allow  him  to  have  had  a  great  deal; 
he  might  possibly  have  Reasons  to  influence  his  Conduct,  to  which 
I  am  hitherto  a  Stranger,  yet  if  one  may  judge  from  the  Circum- 
stances of  his  not  having  communicated  them  to  those  who  at  that 
Time  had  the  greatest  Share  of  his  Confidence,  and  of  his  having 
never  transmitted  that  Act  for  the  Royal  Approbation,  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  they  were  such  as  he  himself  was  not  very  well 
pleased  with.  For  my  own  Part,  as  I  never  made  the  Actions  of 
another  the  Rule  of  my  Conduct  farther  than  I  thought  them 
founded  in  Reason,  and  as  at  present  I  see  none  for  altering  my 
Opinion  with  regard  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  I  shall  not  recede 
from  it  but  upon  Condition  that  You  enlarge  the  Sum  given  for  his 
Majestie's  Use,  in  which  case  I  will  agree  to  extend  the  Act  in 
such  Manner  as  to  sink  it  in  the  same  Proportions. 
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"  But  it  is  possible,  Gentlemen,  that  more  may  be  concealed  under 
this  Sollicitude  for  a  long  Extension  of  the  Excise  than  You  have 
thought  proper  to  reveal,  otherwise  I  cannot  account  for  your  de- 
siring to  extend  it  so  much  beyond  the  usual  Term,  which  in  this 
Province  never  exceeded  Five  Years  till  the  late  Governor  thought 
fit  to  grant  it  for  Ten,  for  no  good  Reason  I  have  ever  heard  given 
or  believe  possible  to  be  given. 

"  It  is  well  known  that  by  the  Laws  now  in  Force  the  Publick 
Money  is  solely  in  the  Disposal  of  the  Assembly,  without  the  Parti- 
cipation of  the  Governor  j  nevertheless  while  these  Acts  by  which 
Money  was  raised  were  of  short  Duration,  the  Governor  had  now 
and  then  an  Opportunity  of  obliging  the  Assembly  in  a  very  essen- 
tial Manner  by  a  Renewal  of  those  Acts,  and  thereby  of  making 
himself  acceptable  to  them,  but  to  extend  them  to  such  an  unrea- 
sonable Length  of  Time  as  You  now  desire  might  be  to  render  him 
in  a  great  Measure  unnecessary  to  them  during  the  Continuance  of 
those  Acts,  but  upon  Terms  very  disagreeable  to  himself  as  well  as 
injurious  to  his  Constituents.  To  this  Condition,  therefore,  I  will 
not  be  the  Means  of  reducing  any  Successor  of  mine,  and  this  Cir- 
cumstance is  of  no  small  additional  Weight  with  me  to  adhere  to 
my  Amendment. 

"  You  will  please  to  observe,  Gentlemen,  that  the  Question  be- 
twixt You  and  me  is  not  which  of  Us  is  best  acquainted  with  the 
Circumstances  of  the  People,  but  whether  it  be  reasonable  to  burden 
them  with  a  Tax  for  a  long  Term  of  Time  without  any  apparent 
Necessity.  If  any  such  had  occurred  to  You  I  cannot  but  think 
You  would  have  made  Mention  of  it  in  your  Message,  but  as  You 
have  not  been  pleased  to  point  it  out  to  me,  I  must  of  course  con- 
clude none  such  has  appeared  to  You. 

"  You  are  exceedingly  mistaken,  Gentlemen,  if  You  really  do 
suppose  me  either  to  have  changed  my  Sentiments  with  respect  to 
the  Importance  of  the  present  Occasion  for  Supplies  or  that  I  am 
less  apprehensive  of  the  Dangers  to  which  We  are  at  present  ex- 
posed from  the  Invasion  of  a  Foreign  Power  than  when  by  my  several 
Messages  I  represented  them  to  You  and  called  upon  You  for  such 
Supplies  as  might  enable  me  to  resist  the  Invaders  and  repel  Force 
by  Force.  On  the  contrary,  I  am  fully  sensible  that  the  Danger  is 
become  more  imminent  from  the  certain  Account  I  have  received  of 
the  Hostilities  committed  by  them  and  of  their  having  made  them- 
selves Masters  of  a  Fortress  which  was  building  by  Order  of  the 
Governor  of  Virginia  on  his  Majestie's  Lands,  and  of  their  having 
driven  away  the  English  Garrison.  Of  this  You  must  likewise  be 
sensible  from  the  accounts  I  communicated  to  You,  if  You  do  not 
wilfully  oppose  the  Conviction  of  your  own  Senses  and  shut  your 
Eyes  to  the  great  Dangers  that  threaten  the  Country  of  which  You 
are  the  Representatives,  and  which  by  every  Tye  both  human  and 
divine  You  are  bound  to  cherish  and  protect,  to  which  Eud  I  once 
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more  call  upon  You  pursuant  to  his  Majestie's  Orders  for  such  Sup- 
plies as  the  present  Emergency  of  Affairs  requires. 

"Upon  the  whole,  Gentlemen,  I  have  already  gone  farther  in  my 
Condescensions  to  please  You  than  I  am  warranted  to  do  by  the 
King's  Instruction,  unless  You  will  make  an  addition  to  the  Sum 
mentioned  in  the  Bill,  and  have  at  my  own  Itisqtie  extended  the 
Currency  of  the  Money  to  be  issued  on  this  occasion  for  a  year 
longer  than  the  utmost  Term  allowed  to  the  Eastern  Governments 
by  the  late  Act  of  Parliament. . 

"  I  well  know  the  State  of  your  publick  Funds,  and  that  the  Loan 
Office  itself  were  the  Money  duly  collected  is  able  to  furnish  a  much 
larger  Sum  than  You  have  thought  fit  to  grant  to  his  Majesty  upon 
this  important  Occasion,  independant  of  the  Interest  hereafter  to 
accrue,  which,  together  with  the  Excise,  make  up  a  Revenue  of 
more  than  Six  Thousand  Pounds  a  Year.  This  Money  belongs  to 
the  People,  and  had  You  thought  fit  might  have  been  employed  for 
the  Service  recommended  to  You  without  laying  any  additional  Tax 
upon  them  before  it  became  necessary.  I  have,  nevertheless,  con- 
sented to  gratify  You  in  extending  the  Excise  for  such  Time  as  is 
more  than  sufficient  to  repay  the  Sum  granted  to  his  Majesty  with- 
out breaking  in  upon  either  of  your  present  Funds  or  the  outstand- 
ing Interest  of  the  Loan  Office,  which  I  cannot  estimate  together 
with  the  broken  Interest  at  less  than  Twelve  Thousand  Pounds.  If, 
then,  considering  the  favourable  State  of  your  Finances  You  shall 
decline  to  do  what  his  Majesty  so  justly  expects  from  you,  merely 
on  account  of  my  refusing  wholly  to  disregard  his  Majestie's  In- 
struction, which  would  justly  subject  me  to  his  highest  Displeasure, 
and  to  join  with  You  in  laying  a  Tax  upon  the  People  without  its 
appearing  to  me  to  be  in  the  least  necessary,  I  think  I  may  more 
justly  impute  to  You  a  wanton  Disregard  of  his  Majestie's  Com- 
mands and  of  the  Security  and  Protection  of  your  Constituents  than 
You  can  insinuate  of  me  a  Lukewarmness  with  Regard  to  his  Ma- 
jestie's  Service,  of  which  I  have  the  greatest  Detestation,  and  from 
which  I  hoped  my  Conduct  thro'  this  whole  affair  might  have  ex- 
empted me. 

"  Let  me,  therefore,  Gentlemen,  recommend  to  your  serious  atten- 
tion a  Review  of  your  Conduct  upon  the  present  Occasion,  and  if 
You  shall  find  that  You  have  been  too  precipitate  in  the  Resolution 
contained  in  your  Message,  let  me  entreat  You  to  rectify  it  before 
it  be  too  late,  for  as  I  must  be  obliged  soon  to  lay  this  whole  Trans- 
action before  his  Majesty,  it  would  give  me  the  greatest  Pleasure 
that  both  You  and  I  might  receive  his  gracious  Approbation  of  our 
Services;  But  if  contrary  to  my  Hopes  You  should  still  persist  in 
refusing  to  accept  of  my  Amendment,  and  the  Bill  should  by  that 
Means  be  lost,  I  cannot  but  apprehend  some  unhappy  Consequences 
to  the  Province  from  your  extraordinary  Behaviour. 

"JAMES  HAMILTON. 

"  17th  May,  1754/' 
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The  following  Message  was  delivered  to  the  Governor  on  the 
eighteenth  Day  of  May  by  Two  Members,  who  acquainted  him 
u  that  the  House  on  seeing  no  Prospect  of  being  farther  useful  to 
the  Publick  in  the  present  Sitting,  and  their  private  Affairs  in  this 
busy  Season  of  the  Year  requiring  their  Attendance  at  their  respec- 
tive Homes,  were  enclined  to  adjourn  to  the  nineteenth  Day  of 
August."  To  which  his  Honour  said  "  He  had  no  Objection;  but 
desired  that  the  Gentlemen  would  acquaint  the  House  that  as  some 
Parts  of  the  Minutes  of  Assembly  of  this  Season  might  be  neces- 
sary to  be  mentioned  in  the  Representation  the  Governor  found 
himself  obliged  to  make  to  his  Majesty,  in  Answer  to  his  Royal 
Order  relating  to  the  Invasion  of  his  Dominions  by  the  French  and 
their  Indian  allies,  he  desired  the  House  would  direct  a  Copy  thereof 
to  be  delivered  to  him,  or  permit  a  Person  to  be  by  him  appointed 
to  take  the  same  from  their  Journal  as  soon  as  conveniently  might 

"May  it  please  the  Governor : 

"We  have  deliberately  considered  the  Governor's  several  Mess- 
ages, together  with  the  Letters  He  has  been  pleased  to  lay  before 
Us,  relating  to  the  ensuing  Treaty  to  be  held  at  Albany,  in  which 
We  thankfully  observe  the  Care  He  has  taken  to  '  obtain  the  best 
Intelligence  he  was  able  of  what  was  proposed  to  be  transacted 
at  that  Treaty  for  the  general  Benefit  and  Advantage  of  these  Colo- 
nies, and  of  every  other  Thing  relating  thereto  which  he  conceived 
necessary  for  our  Information;'  And  as  he  has  been  pleased  to  request 
our  Sentiments  on  the  Instructions  to  be  given  the  Gentlemen  Com- 
missioners on  the  Part  of  this  Province,  'to  which  he  will  pay  the 
greatest  Regard/  We  can  do  no  less  than  return  him  our  grateful 
Acknowledgements  -for  his  Condescension  and  Justice,  and  would 
chearfully  comply  therewith  at  this  Time,  but  when  we  consider 
that  no  Propositions  for  an  Union  of  the  Colonies  in  Indian  Affairs 
can  effectually  answer  the  good  Purposes,  or  be  binding  farther  than 
they  are  confirmed  by  Laws  enacted  under  the  several  Governments 
comprized  in  that  Union,  that  We  know  not  what  Restrictions  the 
Governor  may  lie  under  in  passing  our  Acts,  and  that  we  have  very 
little  Reason  to  depend  upon  any  Assistance  in  our  Indian  Expences 
where  by  a  former  Assembly  it  has  been  respectfully  addressed  for, 
and  where  we  think  in  Justice  We  have  a  Right  to  expect  it.  We 
are,  under  these  Circumstances,  at  a  Loss  to  advise  him  on  the  im- 
portant articles  he  has  been  pleased  to  propose  to  our  Consideration ; 
nevertheless,  as  we  have  already  declared  our  Satisfaction  in  the 
Gentlemen  the  Governor  has  been  pleased  to  name  for  this  Commis- 
sion, so  We  confide  in  their  Abilities  and  Prudence  to  answer  the 
Ends  proposed  in  the  Letter  from  the  Lords  of  Trade  of  the  Eigh- 
teenth of  September  last,  by  renewing  at  this  Interview  the  Covenant 
Chain  with  the  Six  Nations,  and  by  frustrating,  as  far  as  lies  in  their 
Power,  any  Attempts  which  have  been  made  to  withdraw  them  from 
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the  British  Interest,  and  for  this  Purpose,  in  Compliance  with  the 
said  Letter  from  the  Lords  of  Trade,  we  have  now  granted  a 
Present  to  be  made  to  those  Indians  on  our  Behalf,  however  in- 
convenient We  may  judge  it  to  hold  our  Treaties  at  Albany  on 
other  occasions. 

"  Sign'd  by  order  of  the  House. 

"ISAAC  NORRIS,  Speaker. 
"  In  Assembly,  18th  May,  1754." 

Mr.  Calender  arrived  in  Town  from  Ohio  the  same  Day,  and  de- 
livered to  the  Secretary  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Montour,  which  was  sent 

to  the  House,  and  is  as  follows  : 

/ 

"Sheerman's  Creek,  16th  May,  1754. 

"  Sir : 

"  I  once  more  take  upon  me  the  Liberty  of  informing  You  that 
our  Indians  at  Ohio  are  expecting  every  Day  the  armed  Forces  of 
this  Province  to  their  Assistance  against  the  French,  who  by  their 
late  Encroachments  are  like  to  prevent  their  planting,  and  thereby 
render  them  incapable  of  Supporting  their  Families;  and  You  may 
depend  upon  it  as  a  certainty  that  our  Indians  will  not  strike  the 
French  unless  this  Province  or  New  York  engage  with  them,  and 
that  by  sending  some  Number  of  Men  to  their  immediate  Assist- 
ance; the  Reasons  are  plain,  to  wit,  that  they  don't  look  upon  their 
late  Friendship  with  Virginia  as  sufficient  to  engage  them  in  a  War 
with  the  French.  I  therefore  think,  with  Submission,  that  to  pre- 
serve our  Indian  Allies  this  Province  ought  instantly  to  send  out 
some  Men,  either  less  or  more,  which  I  have  good  Reason  to  hope 
would  have  the  desired  Effect ;  otherwise  I  doubt  there  will  in  a 
little  Time  be  an  entire  Separation,  the  Consequences  of  which  You 
are  best  able  to  judge,  &c.  I  am  informed  by  my  Brother,  who  is 
lately  come  from  the  Lakes,  that  there  is  at  that  Place  a  great  Num- 
ber of  French  Indians  preparing  to  come  down  to  the  Assistance  of 
the  French  at  Ohio.  I  am  likewise  informed  by  a  young  Indian 
Man  who  by  my  Brother's  Directions  spent  some  Days  with  the 
French  at  Mohongialo  that  they  expect  a  great  Number  of  French 
down  the  River  very  soon.  I  have  delayed  my  journey  to  Ohio, 
and  waited  with  great  Impatience  for  advices  from  Philadelphia,  but 
have  not  yet  received  any;  I  am  now  obliged  to  go  to  Col.  Wash- 
ington, who  has  sent  for  me  many  Days  ago  to  go  with  him  to  meet 
the  Half  King  Monacatootha  and  others,  that  are  coming  to  meet 
the  Virginia  Companies,  and  as  they  think  some  from  Pennsylvania, 
and  would  have  been  glad  to  have  known  the  Designs  of  this  Pro- 
vince in  these  Matters  before  I  had  gone. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  very  humble  Servant, 

"ANDREW  MONTOUR. 

"  Richard  Peters,  Esquire." 
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MEMORANDUM. 

On  the  Thirtieth. Day  of  May  the  Governor  sign'd  the  following 
Commission  for  John  Perm,  Richard  Peters,  Benjamin  Franklin, 
and  Isaac  Norris,  Esquires,  to  hold  a  Treaty  with  the  Six  United 
Nations  of  Indians  at  Albany  in  Conjunction  with  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  New  York  and  the  Commissioners  of  the  other  Gov- 
ernments : 

[L.  S.]  "  George  the  Second,  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, France,  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  so 
forth,  To  Our  Trusty  and  well-beloved  John  Penn,  Richard 
Peters,  Isaac  Norris,  and  Benjamin  Franklin,  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  Esquires,  Greeting: 

"  Whereas,  the  Honourable  James  De  Lancy,  Esquire,  Our 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  Our  Province  of 
New  York,  has  received  Our  Directions  to  hold  an  Interview  with 
our  loving  and  good  Allies  the  Six  United  Nations  of  Indians  at 
the  City  of  Albany  within  Our  said  Province  for  delivering  to  them 
Our  Presents  and  for  renewing  the  Covenant  Chain  with  them,  and 
has  fixed  upon  the  Fourteenth  Day  of  June  ensuing  for  this  Pur- 
pose; and  it  has  been  usual  when  an  Interview  has  been  held  with 
these  Indians  for  all  his  Majestie's  Colonies  whose  Interest  and  Se- 
curity is  connected  with  and  depends  upon  them  to  join  in  such  an 
Interview,  and  it  appears  to  us  that  the  present  Disposition  of  those 
Indians,  and  the  attempts  which  have  been  made  to  withdraw  them 
from  our  Interest  do  make  such  a  general  Interview  more  particu- 
larly necessary  at  this  Time,  when  the  Subjects  of  the  French 
King  have  actually  marched  into  and  erected  Forts  and  committed 
Hostilities  within  the  known  Limits  of  our  Dominions;  Know  Ye, 
that  Reposing  Special  Trust  and  Confidence  in  your  Loyalty, 
Abilities,  and  Prudence,  We  have  thought  fit  to  nominate  and  ap- 
point You  the  said  John  Penn,  Richard  Peters,  Isaac  Norris,  and 
Benjamin  Franklin,  and  Every  of  You,  our  Commissioners  on  Be- 
half of  Our  Governor  of  our  Province  of  Pennsylvania  aforesaid,  in 
Conjunction  with  Our  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  York  and  with 
the  Commissioners  of  the  other  Governments,  to  treat  with  the  said 
Six  United  Nations  of  Indians  at  Albany,  or  with  their  or  any  or 
every  of  their  Chiefs  of  Delegates,  and  with  them  to  renew,  ratify, 
and  confirm  the  Leagues  of.  Amity  subsisting  between  Us  and  the 
said  Nations  of  Indians,  and  to  make  them  the  Presents  that  have 
been  provided  for  them  by  the  Governor  and  Assembly  of  Our  said 
Province  of  Pennsylvania;  and  further,  to  do,  act,  transact,  and 
finally  to  conclude  and  agree  with  the  Indians  aforesaid  all  and 
every  other  Matter  and  Thing  which  to  You  shall  appear  necessary 
for  the  engaging  them  heartily  in  our  Interest,  and  for  frustrating 
any  Attempts  which  have  been  made  to  withdraw  them  from  it,  as 
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fully  and  amply  to  all  Intents,  Constructions,  and  Purposes,  as  Our 
Governor  of  Our  Province  of  Pennsylvania  aforesaid  might  or  could 
do  being  Personally  present :  Hereby  ratifying,  confirming,  and 
holding  for  firm  and  effectual  whatsoever  You  the  said  John  Penn, 
llichard  Peters,  Isaac  Norris,  and  Benjamin  Franklin,  or  any  of 
You,  shall  lawfully  do  in  and  about  the  Premises.  In  Testimony 
whereof  We  have  caused  the  Great  Seal  of  Our  said  Province  to  be 
hereunto  affixed.  Witness,  JAMES  HAMILTON,  Esquire  (by 
Vertue  of  a  Commission  from  Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn,  Es- 
quires, true  and  absolute  Proprietaries  of  the  said  Province,  and 
with  Our  Royal  Approbation),  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Province  aforesaid,  and  Counties  of  New- 
castle, Kent,  and  Sussex,  upon  Delaware,  at  Philadelphia  the 
Thirtieth  Day  of  May,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand 
Seven  Hundred  and  Fifty-four,  and  in  the  Twenty-Seventh  Year  of 
Our  Reign." 

The  Governor  wrote  the  following  Letter  and  sent  it  by  the  Com- 
missioners to  Mr.  De  Lancy : 

"  Philadelphia,  June  2d,  1754. 

"Sir: 

"In  obedience  to  his  Majestie's  Order  I  now  send  Commissioners 
to  the  Interview  which  the  King  has  been  pleased  to  direct  You  to 
hold  with  the  Six  Nations  at  Albany  for  the  Purposes  set  forth  in 
the  Letter  from  the  Lords  of  Trade.  The  Gentlemen  I  have  nom- 
inated are  Mr.  Penn,  Mr.  Peters,  Mr.  Norris,  and  Mr.  Franklin ; 
the  Two  first  are  of  the  Council  here,  the  others  of  the  Assembly, 
of  which  Mr.  Norris  is  Speaker.  I  am  in  hopes  tbey  will  be  found 
to  answer  in  every  Respect  the  Character  their  Lordships  have 
pointed  out  to  us  in  the  Choice  of  Commissioners,  and  by  a  candid 
and  ingenious  Behaviour  entitle  themselves  to  your  particular  No- 
tice and  Civilities,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  them. 

'"It  would  have  given  me  the  greatest  Satisfaction  could  I  have 
sent  these  Gentlemen  to  you  under  Instructions  agreable  to  your 
own  Plan,  which  I  am  convinced  is  extremely  well  calculated  for 
his  Majestie's  Service  and  the  Interest  and  Security  of  these  Colo- 
nies, and  this  I  have  not  failed  frequently  to  represent  to  the  lead- 
ing Men  of  our  Assembly  in  private  as  well  as  to  the  whole  in 
Publick.  But  from  the  particular  Views  of  Some  and  the  Igno- 
rance and  Jealousy  of  Others,  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  from 
them  any  specific  Powers  or  Advices  in  relation  to  this  Affair;  and 
have,  therefore,  been  obliged  to  content  myself  with  giving  them  a 
general  Commission  to  renew  the  Covenant  Chain  with  the  Six 
Nations,  and  to  frustrate  as  much  as  lies  in  their  Power  any  At- 
tempts that  have  been  made  to  withdraw  them  from  the  British 
Interest.  I  am  in  hopes,  nevertheless,  with  you,  that  upon  a  full 
and  free  Discussion  of  the  State  of  the  Colonies  at  the  Treaty, 
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something  of  general  Utility  may  be  agreed  upon,  or  that  a  candid 
Representation  of  our  Condition  may  be  made  to  his  Majesty,  and 
his  Interposition  implored  for  our  Protection;  since  unless  some 
proper  Measures  be  speedily  taken,  I  can  see  nothing  to  prevent 
this  very  fine  Province,  owing  to  the  Absurdity  of  its  Constitution 
and  the  Principles  of  the  governing  Parts  of  its  Inhabitants,  from 
being  an  easy  Prey  to  the  Attempts  of  the  Common  Enemy. 

"  Our  Assembly  after  having  met  three  several  Times  to  deliberate 
•on  the  Subject  of  the  Expedition  to  Ohio,  at  length  presented  me  a 
Bill  for  granting  to  his  Majesty  an  Aid  of  Ten  Thousand  Pounds 
and  entrusted  me  with  the  Disposal  of  it,  and  I  pleased  myself 
with  the  hopes  of  being  able  to  employ  it  in  such  manner  as  might 
have  been  servicable  to  the  general  Interest  as  well  as  to  our  own 
Safety;  but  on  Perusal  of  the  Bill  I  found  it  so  crowded  with  ad- 
vantages to  themselves  and  so  entirely  calculated  to  render  them 
independant  of  the  Governor  for  a  Long  Term  of  Time,  that  I  could 
not  consistent  with  my  Honour  or  the  Trust  reposed  in  me  give  my 
assent  to  it ;  and  as,  notwithstanding  all  I  could  say  to  them,  they 
continued  obstinately  to  adhere  to  the  Bill,  I  was  to  my  great  Mor- 
tification obliged  to  reject  it,  so  that  Mr.  Dinwiddie  is  not  like  to 
receive  any  Assistance  from  Us  for  this  Year.  Hence  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  they  were  more  concerned  to  save  Appearances  in 
regard  to  what  his  Majesty  had  been  pleased  to  recommend  to  them 
than  to  consult  either  the  King's  Interest  or  the  Safety  of  the  Pro- 
vince ;  and  further,  that  the  Progress  of  the  French  in  possessing 
themselves  of  his  Majestie's  Lands  will  never  be  effectually  opposed 
but  by  means  of  an  act  of  Parliament  compelling  the  Colonies  to 
contribute  their  respective  Quotas  for  that  Service  independant  of 
Assemblies,  some  of  which  in  this  Part  of  the  World  are  either  so 
ignorant  as  not  to  foresee  Danger  at  the  smallest  distance,  or  so  ob- 
stinate as  to  pay  no  Regard  to  it  but  upon  Terms  incompatible  with 
all  Government. 

"I  have,  agreeable  to  your  Desire,  sent  Mr.  "Weiser  with  the 
Commissioners,  and  directed  him  to  do  You  all  the  Service  in  his 
Power,  which  he  professes  most  willingly  to  do,  and  only  requests 
that  He  may  not  be  made  Use  of  as  a  principal  Interpreter,  inas- 
much as  from  a  Disuse  of  the  Language  He  is  no  longer  Master  of 
that  Fluency  he  formerly  had,  and  finding  himself  at  a  Loss  for 
proper  Terms  to  express  himself  is  frequently  obliged  to  make  Use 
of  Circumlocution,  which  would  picque  his  Pride  in  the  View  of  so 
considerable  an  Audience.  He  says  he  understands  the  Language 
perfectly  when  he  hears  it  spoken,  and  will  at  all  Times  attend  and 
Use  his  Endeavour  that  whatever  is  said  by  the  Indians  be  truly 
interpreted  to  the  Gentlemen ;  and  in  this  Respect  I  really  think 
You  may  securely  rely  on  his  good  Sense  and  Integrity. 

"  I  beg  Leave  to  acquaint  You  that  the  Proprietor  has  been  for 
some  time  past  desirous  of  giving  Encouragement  to  People  for  the 
VOL.  VI. — 4. 
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Settlement  of  his  Frontiers,  but  for  Want  of  an  Indian  Purchase 
has  not  been  able  to  do  it.  I  have,  therefore,  directed  Mr.  Penn  and 
Mr.  Peters,  when  other  Business  will  permit,  to  make  Use  of  the 
Opportunity  of  sounding  the  Indians  upon  that  Subject,  to  which 
should  they  seem  enclined  You  will  confer  a  particular  Obligation 
both  on  the  Proprietors  and  me  by  assisting  with  your  good  offices. 

"  I  have  only  to  wish  You  a  pleasant  Journey  to  Albany,  and  an 
happy  and  successful  Issue  to  your  Negociations,  and  to  assure  You 
that  I  am, 

Sir,  You  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 

"  JAMES  HAMILTON. 
"  Governor  De  Lancey." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Saturday,  20th  July,  1754. 

PRESENT  I 

The  Honourable  JAMES  HAMILTON,  Esquire,  Lieutenant 
Governor. 

Robert  Strettell,  ~\ 
William  Till,         C  Esquires. 
Joseph  Turner,     ) 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Governor  laid  before  the  Board  the  following  Letter  and  In- 
telligence received  by  Express  from  Col.  James  Innes  of  Virginia, 
containing  an  Account  of  the  Defeat  of  the  English  Forces  under 
the  Command  of  Col.  Washington,  by  a  Body  of  French  Troops 
commanded  by  Monsieur  De  Villier,  at  a  Place  called  the  Great 
Flats  or  Meadows,  about  Forty  Miles  on  this  Side  the  River  Ohio, 
with  other  Advices  of  great  Importance  to  his  Majestie's  Service, 
and  informed  the  Council  that  he  thought  it  absolutely  necessary  to 
convene  the  Assembly  before  the  Time  to  which  they  now  stand 
adjourned;  and  the  Council  concurring  with  his  Honour  in  this 
Opinion,  Writs  issued  for  their  Meeting  on  Tuesday  the  Sixth  day 
of  August  next. 


Jl  Letter  to  Governor  Hamilton  from  Col.  Innes. 
t(  Honour' d  Sir  : 

"  Having  Notice  of  a  Person  going  to  your  Province  immediately, 
I  thought  it  proper  on  this  Occasion  to  give  You  a  short  Detail  of 
what  has  lately  happened. 

"  After  having  regulated  the  March  and  the  Transportation  of 
the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  I  immediately  proceeded  to  Wil- 
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Hamsburg,  and  by  ray  Commission  from  Governor  Dinwiddie  as 
Commander-in-Chief  of  this  Expedition,  I  proceeded  to  Winchester 
where  I  arrived  the  thirtieth  of  June,  in  order  to  take  the  Com- 
mand upon  me  and  to  bring  up  the  New  York  Two  Independant 
Companies  with  those  of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments  then  upon 
their  March  from  Alexandria  for  this  Town. 

"  Col.  Washington  with  the  Virginia  Regiment  and  Cap'-  McKay 
with  the  South  Carolina  Independant  Company,  together  did  consist 
but  of  Four  Hundred  Men,  of  which  a  good  many  were  sick  and 
out  of  Order.  On  the  Third  of  July  the  French,  with  about  nine 
Hundred  Men  and  a  considerable  Body  of  Indians,  came  down  upon  our 
Encampment,  and  continued  to  fire  from  all  Quarters  from  eleven 
in  the  morning  till  night,  when  the  French  called  out  to  our  Peo- 
ple they  would  give  them  good  Conditions  if  they  would  capitulate, 
a  Copy  of  which  I  hear  enclose  You. 

"After  the  Capitulation  the  French  demolished  the  Works,  and 
in  some  time  after  retir'd  to  the  Ohio,  taking  Two  Captains  as 
Hostages  along  with  them.  We  all  know  the  French  are  a  People 
that  never  pay  any  Regard  to  Treaties  longer  than  they  find  them 
consistent  with  their  Interest,  and  this  Treaty  they  broke  immedi- 
ately by  letting  the  Indians  demolish  and  destroy  every  Thing  our 
People  had,  especially  the  Doctor's  Box,  that  our  Wounded  should 
meet  with  no  Relief.  In  this  action  it  is  said  We  had  about  one 
hundred  killed  and  wounded,  a  Third  whereof  is  supposed  to  be 
killed':  it  is  reported  We  killed  double  the  Number  of  the  French. 
If  this  does  not  alarm  the  neighbouring  Governments,  nothing  can, 
and  I  make  no  doubt  but  the  French  will  soon  claim  this  fine  Body 
of  Land  as  their  Right  by  Conquest,  if  We  do  not  immediately  raise 
a  sufficient  Force  to  convince  them  of  the  contrary.  What  I  can 
learn  of  their  Forces  is,  that  they  had  Seven  Hundred  in  their  First 
Division,  Eight  Hundred  in  their  next,  and  Five  Hundred  in  the 
last,  not  as  yet  joined,  which  with  their  Indians  makes  a  consider- 
able Body. 

"Col.  Washington  and  Capt.  McKay  told  me  there  were  many 
of  our  Friend  Indians  along  with  the  French,  sundry  of  which  came 
up  and  spoke  to  them,  told  them  they  were  their  Brothers,  and 
asked  them  how  they  did,  particularly  Sasquehannah  Jack,  and 
others  that  distinguished  themselves  by  their  Names;  it  is  also 
reported  there  were  sundry  of  the  Delawares  there.  We  had  not 
one  Indian  to  assist  when  the  Action  commenced  or  ended. 

"  It  is  my  real  Opinion  that  nothing  will  secure  to  Us  the  Indians 
now  in  our  Friendship  if  we  allow  ourselves  to  be  baffled  by  the 
French,  as  it  is  very  natural  and  common  for  a  more  polite  People 
than  the  Indians  to  side  with  the  strongest,  so  there  is  a  Necessity 
either  to  go  into  the  case  in  Dispute  heartily  at  once  or  to  give  it 
up  entirely.  We  all  may  see  the  unlimited  Encroachments  of  the 
French,  who  in  time  will   very  modestly  look  on  every  Part  of 
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America  as  their  Eight,  if  they  can  worm  the  unhappy,  unthinking" 
People  out  of  it  by  degrees,  which  at  last  must  happen  by  the  same 
Rule;  Witness  Hispianola  from  the  Spaniards  and  St.  Lucia  from 
Us.  Many  more  Instances  might  be  given  to  which  You  are  no* 
Stranger. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"  JAMES  INNES. 
"Winchester,  12th  July,  1754." 


"  Capitulation  accordee par  Monsieur  De  Villier}  Capitaine  oV 'In/an- 
terie,  Commandant  des  Troupes  de  sa  Majeste  tres  Chretienne,  a 
celuy  des  Troupes  Angloises  actuellement  dans  le  Fort  de  AV 
cessite,  qui  avoit  ete  construit  sur  les  Terres  du  Domain  du  Roi7 
ce  3  Juittet,  a  liuit  Heures  du  Soir  scavoir. 

"  Comme  notre  Intention  n'a  jamais  ete  de  troubler  la  Paix  et  la 
bonne  Harmonie  qui  regnoit  entre  les  deux  Princes  amis,  mais 
seulement  de  vanger  1' assassin  qui  a  ete  fait  sur  un  de  nos  officiers, 
porteurs  d'Une  Somation,  et  sur  son  Escort,  comme  aussi  d'em- 
pecher  aucun  Etablissement  sur  les  Terres  du  Domain  du  Hoi  mon 
maitre,  a  ces  Considerations,  nous  voulons  bien  accorder  Grace  a 
tous  les  Anglois  qui  sont  dans  le  dit  Fort,  aux  Conditions  apres. 

"ARTICLE  1. 

"Nous  accordons  au  Commandant  Anglois  de  se  retirer  avec 
toute  Sa  Garrison,  pour  s'en  retourner  paisiblement  dans  son  Pays; 
et  lui  promettons  d'empecher  qu'il  luy  soit  fait  aucune  Insulte  par 
nos  Francois,  et  do  maintenir,  autant  qu'il  sera  en  notre  pouvoir, 
tous  les  Sauvages  qui  sont  avec  nous. 

"2. 
"  II  lui  sera  permis  de  sortir,  et  demporter  tout  ce  qui  leur  appar- 
tiendra  a  l'exception  de  1'Artilierie,  que  nous  nous  reservons. 

"3. 

'"Que  nous  leurs  accordons  les  honneurs  de  la  Guerre,  qu'ils 
-gortiront  tembour  batant,  avec  une  Piece  de  petit  Canon,  voulant 
bien  par  la,  leur  prouver  que  nous  les  traitons  en  Amis. 

"4. 

-"  Que  sitot  les  Articles  signer  de  Part  et  d' autre,  ils  ameneront  le 
Pavilion  Anglois. 

"5. 
"Que  demain  a  la  Pointe  du  jour  un  Dctachement  Francois  ira 
pour  faire  defiler  la  Garrison,  et  prendre  Possession  du  dit  Fort. 
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"6. 
"Que  comme  les  Anglois  n'ont  presqua  plus  de  Chevaux  ni 
Boeufs,  ils  seront  libres  de  mettrc  leurs  Effets  en  cache,  pour  venir 
les  chercher,  guand  ils  auront  rejoints  des  Chevaux,  ils  pourront  a 
cette  fin  y  laisser  des  G-ardiens  en  tel  nombre  qu'ils  voudront,  aux 
Conditions  qu'ils  doneront  Parole  d'Honneur  de  ne  plus  travailler  a 
aucun  Etablissement  dans  ce  bien,  ni  en  de  ca  la  Hauteur  des 
Terres  pendant  une  Annee  a  Compter  de  ce  Jour. 

"7 
11  Que  comme  les  Anglois  ont  en  leur  pouvoit  un  Officier,  deux 
Cadets,  et  generalement  les  Prisoniers  qu'ils  nous  ont  fait  dans 
I'Assassinat  du  Sr-  de  Jumonville,  et  qu'ils  promettent  de  les  ren- 
voyer  avee  Sauvegarde  jusqu'au  Port  du  Quesne,  situe  sur  la 
Belle  Riviere;  et  que  pour  Surete  de  cet  Article,  ainsi  que  de  ce 
Trait  Mr.  Jacob  Vam brain,  et  Robert  Stobo  tous  deux  Capitaines, 
nous  Seront  remis  en  Otage  jusqu'a  I'Arrivee  de  nos  Canadiens  et 
Francois  c'y  dessus  mentionez,  nous  nous  obligeons  de  notre  cote 
a  donner  Escorte  pour  ramcner  en  Surete  ces  deux  Officiers  qui 
nous  promettent  nos  Francois  dans  deux  Mois  et  demi  pour  le 
plus  tard. 

"  Fait  double  sur  un  des  Postcs  de  notre  Blocus  ce  jour  et  an  que 
dessus. 

"  COULON  VILLIER." 

Then  was  read  a  Letter  from  Governor  Shirley,  enclosing  a  Copy 
of  Peter  Frank's  Deposition  taken  before  him,  which  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  Boston,  May  20,  1754. 
"Sir: 

"  I  am  obliged  to  your  Honour  for  the  Favour  of  your  Letter 
and  the  enclosed  Papers  in  it  by  the  last  Post.  I  am  in  hopes  the 
late  Stroke  of  the  French  may  produce  an  happy  Effect  for  raising 
a  proper  Spirit  in  the  Colonies  and  elsewhere. 

"I  enclose  you  a  Copy  of  a  Deposition,  which,  if  the  French 
execute  the  Design  enclosed  in  it,  will  greatly  affect  the  Security  of 
the  neighbouring  Colonies  to  Crown  Point. 

"  Governor  Wentworth  informs  me  by  the  last  Post  that  the  In- 
dians have  begun  Hostilities  within  his  Government. 

"I  congratulate  You  upon  what  an  article  of  the  publick  Print 
mentions,  that  your  Honour  hath  carried  the  Point  You  have  boon 
labouring  with  your  Government  of  contributing  to  the  Support  of 
the  Common  Cause.     I  hope  all  your  Endeavours  for  the  publick 

Service  will  be  crowned  with  the  like  Success,  tho'  in  a  perverse 
Assembly,  and  that  You  have  perfectly  recovered  your  Health. 
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"  I  am  obliged  to  You  for  your  Design  of  answering  the  Re- 
mainder  of  my  last  Letter,  and  am  with  a  very  real  Esteem  and 
Respect, 

"  Sir,  Your  Honour's  most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

"-W.  SHIRLEY. 

'*  Honourable  Governor  Hamilton." 


Copy  of  Peter  Frank's  Deposition  taken  he/ore  Governor  Shirley. 

"Peter  Frank,  Native  of  Luxembourg,  in  the  Emperor's  Do" 
minions,  upon  Oath  declares,  That  in  the  Year  1751  he  was  sent 
from  Quebec  with  a  Company  in  which  he  was  Serjeant  to  Fort 
Saint  Frederick,  at  Crown  Point,  where  he  arrived  in  the  Month  of 
August  the  same  Year,  and  remained  till  November  following;  That 
during  his  Continuance  at  said  Fort  an  Engineer  and  the  Commis- 
sary from  Montreal  came  there,  and  this  Deponent  saw  them  mea- 
sure and  mark  out  a  Place  for  a  New  Fort  upon  a  rocky  Eminence 
where  there  is  a  fine  Spring  of  Water,  about  Three  Hundred  Paces 
from  Fort  Saint  Frederick,  which  Eminence  overlooks  said  Fort, 
and  he  heard  the  Commanding  Officer  at  said  Fort  say  they  would 
begin  to  build  the  new  Fort  the  year  following,  and  to  encourage 
the  Soldiers  said  officer  told  them  they  would  get  Money  next  Year, 
for  they  would  all  be  employed  about  the  Work;  That  after  this 
Deponent  had  deserted  from  Crown  Point,  and  during  his  Stay  at 
Albany,  the  People  of  this  last-mentioned  Place  told  him  the  afore- 
said Eminence  was  exactly  the  Spot  from  whence  Fort  St.  Frederick 
ought  to  be  attack'd. 

"This  Deponent  further  declares,  that  in  the  Month  of  Novem- 
ber, 1751,  he  deserted  from  Crown  Point  and  escaped  to  Albany, 
where  he  remained  Two  Months,  from  thence  he  went  to  New  York, 
where  he  married  a  Wife,  and  remained  there  about  Two  Years,  and 
then  came  to  Boston,  from  whence  in  about  Seven  Days  he  departed 
in  Order  to  live  on  a  Settlement  at  Swan  Island  in  Kennebeck 
River ;  that  he  dwelt  on  said  Island  from  August,  1758,  till  May 
2d,  1754,  when  he  came  off  from  said  Island  for  fear  of  being  taken 
by  the  Indians  and  carried  to  Quebec,  as  he  had  been  often  threat- 
ned  by  them  and  the  Priest  himself,  who  resides  among  the 
Indians,  particularly  the  Day  before  he  left  Swan  Islands  Two 
Indians  came  to  the  House  where  he  dwelt  and  said,  take  care  of 
yourself,  perhaps  in  about  Fifteen  Days  We  shall  begin  the  Dance, 
and  a  great  many  French  Soldiers  will  come  with  Us. 

"  This  Deponent  further  declares  that  he  is  a  Lutheran,  and 
chooses  to  live  from  the  French  on  account  of  his  Religion. 

his 

"  PETER  X  FRANK. 

mark 
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"  Boston,  May  11th,  1754.  The  above  written  Peter  Frank  made 
Solemn  Oath  to  the  Truth  of  the  foreging  Declaration. 

"  Before  me,  W.  SHIRLEY,  Governor. 

"  A  true  Copy.     Examined  ^ 

"  THO>-  CLARKE,  Dp^  Secry." 

And  then  the  following  Letter  from  Governor  Dinwiddie  was 
read: 

"Williamsburg,  Virginia,  June  21st,  1754. 
«  Sir : 

"Your  Favour  of  the  twenty-second  of  May  I  received  after  my 
Return  from  Winchester.  The  Chiefs  of  the  Indians  did  not  meet 
me  at  Winchester;  they  sent  an  Express  that  in  their  present 
Situation  they  could  not  leave  their  young  People,  but  intended  to 
join  our  Forces  under  the  Command  of  Col.  Washington,  and  de- 
sired me  to  send  them  some  of  the  Present,  which  was  done. 

"  On  the  27th  of  May  the  Half  King  sent  Col.  Washington  No- 
tice that  a  Party  from  the  French  Army  was  hankering  about  his 
Camp,  if  he  would  march  some  of  his  People  to  join  them  he  did 
not  doubt  of  cutting  them  off.  Col.  Washington  marched  that 
Night  and  came  up  to  the  Indians,  one  of  the  Indian  Runners 
tracked  the  French  Men's  Feet  and  came  up  to  their  Lodgment; 
they  discovered  our  People  about  one  hundred  Yards  distant,  flew 
to  their  Arms,  and  a  small  Engagement  ensued.  We  lost  one  Man 
and  another  wounded;  the  French  had  Twelve  killed  and  Twenty- 
One  taken  Prisoners,  who  are  now  in  our  Prison;  the  Indians  scalped 
many  of  the  dead  French,  took  up  the  Hatchet  against  them,  sent 
their  Scalps  and  a  String  of  black  Wampum  to  several  other  Tribes 
of  Indians,  with  desire  that  they  should  also  take  up  the  Hatchet 
against  the  French,  which  I  hope  they  have  done. 

"  Before  I  left  Winchester  I  received  three  Strings  of  Wampum 
from  the  Owendats  and  some  other  Tribes,  assuring  me  they  would 
not  only  take  up  the  Hatchet,  but  were  in  hopes  of  bringing  over 
those  Indians  that  had  joined  the  French.  Therefore,  if  your  Colony 
and  the  others  had  granted  proper  Supplies  'tis  probable  by  this 
time  We  should  have  been  able  to  dislodge  them  from  the  Fort 
I  ordered  to  be  built  and  they  unjustly  took  from  Us,  as  my  Orders 
to  our  Commander-in-Chief  was  to  be  on  the  defensive;  this  small 
Skirmish  was  begun  by  the  Indians  and  supported  by  our  Men. 

"lam  sorry  your  Assembly  is  so  obstinate  and  disobedient  to 
his  Majestie's  Commands.  I  had  thorow  Dependence  on  You  for  a 
Supply  of  bread,  the  Want  of  which  puts  me  to  great  Difficulties. 
I  wish  the  Bill  for  £10,000  Supply  had  passed  your  Upper  House 
in  any  Shape,  as  the  Exigency  of  our  Alfairs  so  much  want  it,  but 
You  are  the  best  Judge  of  the  Cloggs  on  the  Bill,  and  the  Incon- 
sistency thereof  in  regard  to  your  Instructions,  which  probably  at 
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this  Time  You  could  have  got  passed  with  a  saving  Clause  to  pre- 
vent; its  being  a  President  for  the  future,  would  have  been  of  infinite 
Service. 

"  I  hope  You  have  represented  the  affair  properly  Home,  that 
they  may  see  what  little  Dependence  there  is  on  Assemblies  in  this 
Part  of  the  World,  and  really  I  hope  the  Ministry  will  take  some 
proper  Course  to  bring  all  the  Colonies  into  a  proper  Sense  of  their 
Duty. 

"  The  Accounts  You  have  in  your  Place  is  without  Foundation. 
We  have  raised  money  on  the  Credit  of  our  Funds,  but  the  small 
Sum  given  is  but  a  Trifle  to  the  Duty  to  be  performed ;  but  my 
great  Dependance  was  on  You  for  a  Supply  of  Flower.  I  saw  Mr. 
Croghan  at  Winchester,  who  told  me  he  had  your  Orders  to  pur- 
chase a  large  Quantity  of  Flower,  which  I  was  in  hopes  was  for  the 
Expedition  till  I  received  your  Letter;  I  employed  him  to  go  to 
our  Camp  to  be  Interpreter.  And  I  gave  Mr.  Montour  a  Captain's 
Commission  to  head  a  Select  Company  of  friendly  Indians  as  Scouts 
from  our  small  Army. 

"  I  am  surprized  that  any  Person  should  report  that  I  had  given 
up  the  Expedition  and  disbandoned  the  Men.  It  is  undertaken  by 
the  King's  Command,  and  I  will  not  give  it  up  till  the  last 
Extremity,  which  I  hope  will  not  happen.  Two  InHependant 
Companies  are  arrived  from  New  York;  one  from  South  Carolina; 
the  North  Carolina  Forces  are  on  their  March;  when  all  are  col- 
lected into  a  Body  I  think  We  shall  have  Nine  Hundred  Men, 
besides  our  friendly  Indians;  and  if  our  neighbouring  Colonies  had, 
consistent  with  their  Duty  to  their  King,  and  their  own  Preservation, 
given  us  a  proper  Supply,  I  think  it  wou'd  have  been  an  Easy 
Matter  to  have  dislodged  the  French  from  that  Fort  and  built  some 
others  to  take  full  Possession  of  the  Ohio  River,  and  prevented  their 
Encroachments  for  the  future.  All  I  could  wish  from  You  at 
present  is  a  Supply  of  Flower  to  be  carried  out  to  our  Camp  at  the 
Meadows  near  lied  Stone  Creek. 

"  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  the  Result  of  the  Meeting  at  Albany, 
and  hope  the  Six  Nations  have  taken  up  the  Hatchet  against  the 
French,  which  will  put  a  Spirit  into  the  other  Nations  of  Indians. 
With  the  little  I  have  I  am  determined  with  Vigor  to  prosecute  the 
Plan  of  Operation  already  begun. 

"  I  shall  be  glad  on  Return  of  this  Express  to  know  if  You  can 
supply  some  Flower  as  above. 

"  I  am,  with  very  great  Respect,  Sir, 

"  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"ROBERT  DINWIDDLE. 
"  Governor  LIamilton,"  j 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Tuesday  the  Sixth  of  August, 
1754. 

PRESENT  I 

The  Honourable  JAMES  HAMILTON,  Esquire,  Lieutenant 
Governor. 

Bobert  Strettell,  Benjamin  Shoemaker,  "j 

Joseph  Turner,  Bichard  Peters,  }-   Esquires. 

William  Logan,  J 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Assembly  being  to  meet  this  Day  in  Yertue  of  the  Gov- 
ernor's Writs,  his  Honour  laid  before  the  Council  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Congress  held  at  Albany  by  the  Honourable  James  De 
Lancy,  Esquire,  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Province  of  New  York  and  the  Commissioners  of  the  several 
Provinces,  met  in  the  said  City  of  Albany  the  nineteenth  Day  of 
June,  1754,  together  with  a  Letter  given  to  the  Commissioners  at 
Albany  by  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  there,  a  Letter 
from  Andrew  Montour,  likewise  Three  Petitions,  One  from  the  In- 
habitants of  Cumberland  County,  another  from  the  Inhabitants  of 
Donegal,  and  the  Other  from  the  Inhabitants  of  Pextang,  Deny, 
and  Hanover,  whieh  were  read  and  ordered  to  be  entered.  The 
Comrs-  of  Pensilvania  having  held  a  private  Treaty  with  the  Six 
Nations  whilst  at  Albany  for  the  Purchase  of  Lands,  their  Report 
to  the  Governor  was  likewise  read  and  order' d  to  be  enter' d. 


"  At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany,  on  Wednesday  tin 
Nineteenth  Day  of  June,  1754,  A.  M. 
"  present: 

"The  Honourable  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  York. 


"  Joseph  Murray,      "") 


"  William  Johnson,    [Esquires,  of  his  Majcstie's  Council  of  this 
"John  Chambers,      f      Province. 
"  William  Smith,       J 

"Theodore  Atkinson,     ^ 

•<  Iii chard  Wyberd,         [Esquires,    Comm™-  for   his    Majestie's 

"  Meshec  Weare,  [     Province  of  New  Hampshire. 

"  Henry  Sherburne,  Jr.  J 

"  Samuel  Wells,  ^ 

"  John  Chandler,  'Esquires,  Commissioners  for  Massaehu- 

"  Oliver  Patridge,  [     setts  Bay. 

"  John  Worthington,  J 
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u  William  Pitkir,  *}  ™       .        n         .    . 

-r>         „r    t      '  I  Esquires,  Commissioners  for  the  Colony  of 

Roger  Woolcot,  y      A        '  .     .  J 


"  Elisha  Williams, 


a  Stephen  Hopkins,        1  Esquires,  Commissioners  for  the  Colony 

"  Martin  Howard,  Jr.,   j      of  Rhode  Island. 

"John  Penn,  "] 

"  Richard  Peters,     (Esquires,  Commissioners  for  the  G-overnm1- 

"  Isaac  NorrSs,         f     of  Pensilvania. 

"  Benj1-  Franklin,   J 

::  JKsS  23g }  ®*  » for  *•  ^ of  »%**; 

'*  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  York  having  yes-/ 
terday  directed  Mr.  Banyar,  Deputy  Secretary  of  the  said  Province, 
to  wait  upon  the  Commissioners  of  the  several  Provinces  above 
named,  to  acquaint  them  that  his  Honour  desired  they  would  meet 
him  in  Council  in  the  City  Hall  of  Albany  this  Morning,  in  Order 
to  produce  their  Powers  and  proceed  upon  Business. 

"  The  said  Commissioners  being  now  accordingly  met,  took  their 
Seats  and  produced  their  respective  Commissions,  which  were  read. 

"  His  Honour  then  produced  a  Letter  from  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Lords  of  Trade,  bearing  Date  the  Eighteenth  Day  of  Sep- 
tember last,  out  of  which  a  Paragraph  was  read. 

"  Afterwards  were  read  Two  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  in  this  City,  dated  the  Fifteenth 
and  Eighteenth  Instant ;  Also  a  Remonstrance  from  the  Oswego 
Traders  to  his  Honour. 

u  It  was  recommended  as  the  first  Step  necessary  to  be  taken  at 
this  Congress,  that  the  Commissioners  should  consider  of  the  several 
Matters  they  may  judge  proper  to  be  proposed  to  the  Indians  at  the 
intended  Interview  with  them,  and  to  prepare  the  Speech  to  be 
made  on  that  Occasion,  for  which  "Purpose  his  Honour  acquainted 
the  Commissioners  he  would  direct  the  Secretary  or  Agent  for  In- 
dian Affairs  to  attend  them  with  the  Records  of  that  Office,  and  the 
Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  to  meet  together  as  often  as  there 
should  be  Occasion,  in  order  that  they  might  give  them  all  the  In- 
formation relative  to  Indian  Affairs." 


"  At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany,  Wednesday  After- 
noon the  Nineteenth  Day  of  June,  1754. 

"  present  : 

"  The  Council  of  New  York  and  all  the  Commissioners  as  particu- 
larly named  in  the  Minutes  of  this  Morning. 

"  The  Board  proceeded  to  take  into  Consideration,  the  Matters  re- 
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commended  by  his  Honor  in  the  Morning.     The  whole  Loiter  from 
the  Lords  of  Trade  was  read,  and  is  as  follows,  viz'- : 

"<  Whitehall,  Septr-  18th,  1753. 
"'Sir: 

"  'A  few  Days  after  You  saiPd  from  Portsmouth  We  received  a 
Letter  from  Mr.  Clinton,  enclosing  the  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings 
between  him  and  a  Deputation  of  the  Mohawk  Indians  at  Fort 
G-eorge  in  the  City  of  New  York  in  June  last,  with  the  J  ournals 
of  the  Assembly  then  sitting. 

"  'You  will  without  doubt  upon  your  Arrival  be  fully  informed  of 
the  particular  Circumstances  of  this  affair,  the  Resentment  ex- 
pressed by  the  Indians  and  the  abrupt  and  hasty  manner  in  which 
they  went  away;  and  tho'  from  the  Confidence  We  have  of  your 
vigilant  attention  to  whatever  may  concern  your  Government,  we 
are  persuaded  You  will  not  have  failed  to  have  taken  every  necessary 
and  prudent  Measure  to  obviate  the  fatal  Consequences  which  might 
attend  this  affair;  yet  we  think  it  no  less  our  Duty  to  embrace  the 
first  Opportunity  of  writing  our  Sentiments  to  You  upon  it,  and  of 
pointing  out  to  You  what  appears  to  Us  necessary  to  be  done. 

"  '  When  we  consider  of  how  great  Consequence  the  Friendship 
and  Alliance  of  the  Six  Nations  is  to  all  his  Majestie's  Colonies 
and  Plantations  in  America  in  general  as  well  as  to  New  York  in 
particular;  when  We  consider  that  this  Friendship  and  Alliance  is 
only  to  be  gain'd  and  preserved  by  making  Presents  to  them  at 
proper  times  and  upon  proper  Occasions,  and  by  an  inviolable  Ob- 
servance of  all  our  Engagements  with  them;  and  when  we  recol- 
lect the  attempts  which  have  lately  been  made  to  withdraw  them 
from  the  British  Interest,  we  cannot  but  be  greatly  concerned  and 
surprised  that  the  Province  of  New  York  should  have  been  so  in- 
attentive to  the  general  Interest  of  his  Majestie's  Subjects  in 
America,  as  well  as  to  their  own  particular  Security,  as  to  have 
given  Occasion  to  the  Complaints  made  by  the  Indians;  but  we 
are  still  more  surprised  at  the  Manner  in  which  these  Complaints 
were  received,  the  dissatisfactory  Answers  given  to  the  Indians, 
and  at  their  being  suffered  to  depart  (tho'  the  Assembly  waa  then 
sitting)  without  any  Measures  taken  to  bring  them  to  Temper,  or 
to  redress  their  Complaints. 

"  '  This  being  the  Light  in  which  We  see  this  Affair,  We  think  it 
for  his  Majestie's  Service  that  You  should  take  the  very  first  Op- 
portunity of  representing  to  the  Council  and  Assembly  in  the 
strongest  manner  of  how  great  Importance  it  is  to  the  Province  of 
New  York  to  preserve  the  Friendship  and  Affections  of  the  In- 
dians, and  the  fatal  Consequences  which  must  Inevitably  follow 
from  a  Neglect  of  them,  that  You  should  press  them  to  join  with 
and  support  You  in  every  Measure  You  shall  find  it  necessary  to 
pursue  in  order  to  fix  them  in  the  British  Interest,  more  especially 
by  making  proper  Provision  for  Presents  for  them,  which  joined  to 


60  MINUTES  OF  THE 

the  Presents  allowed  by  his  Majesty  and  which  You  will  receive  by 
this  Conveyance,  may  serve  to  facilitate  this  great  End,  and  to  wipe 
away  all  Remembrance  of  that  Neglect  the  Indians  now  complain 
of.  As  a  speedy  Interview  with  the  Indians  is  from  their  Disposi- 
tion become  the  more  necessary,  You  will  no  doubt  think  it  pro- 
per to  advise  with  the  Council  as  to  the  Time  and  Place  of  Meeting 
the  Indians,  in  which  Points  We  trust  You  will  have  a  due  Regard 
to  their  Convenience.  And  as  it  appears  from  their  Complaints 
that  Albany  which  has  been  the  usual  Place  of  Meeting  is  ob- 
noxious to  them,  You  will,  if  You  find  sufficient  Foundation  for 
this  Complaint,  appoint  some  other  Place  You  shall  think  more  for 
their  Ease  and  Satisfaction.  And  We  observe  from  a  Report  of  the 
Council  and  Assembly  to  Mr.  Clinton  that  Ononclago  is  proposed 
as  the  most  proper  Place.  We  likewise  hope  that  in  the  Choice  of 
the  Persons  who  are  to  attend  and  assist  You  at  this  Interview, 
You  will  have  a  regard  to  such  as  are  best  acquainted  with  the  In- 
dians and  their  Affairs  and  not  obnoxious  to  them.  And  as  a  great 
deal  depends  upon  the  Interpreters,  We  desire  You  will  be  particu- 
larly careful  to  appoint  such  as  are  well  acquainted  with  the  Indian 
Language,  and  Men  of  Ability  and  Integrity. 

"  '  We  hope  that  the  Threats  of  the  Mohawk  Indians  when  they 
left  New  York  have  not  been  carried  into  Execution,  but  think  it 
of  absolute  Necessity,  in  order  to  obviate  any  ill  Consequences - 
which  might  attend  these  Threats,  that  some  Person  of  Character 
and  Discretion  should  be  imediately  sent  among  the  Indians  to 
acquaint  them  of  your  Arrival,  of  the  Presents  his  Majesty  has  or- 
dered to  be  delivered  to  them,  and  of  your  Intention  of  holding  an 
Interview  with  them  for  burying  the  Hatchet  and  renewing  the 
Covenant  Chain ;  that  this  Person  should  be  carefully  instructed  to 
endeavour  to  remove  any  Prejudices  which  the  Six  Nations  may 
have  imbibed  from  the  Representations  of  the  Mohawks,  to  obviate 
the  ill  Effects  which  would  attend  a  general  Discontent  amongst 
them  at  so  critical  a  Conjuncture,  and  to  put  them  upon  their 
Guard  against  any  attempts  which  may  be  made  to  withdraw  them 
from  his  Majestie's  Interest-  and  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  to 
convince  the  Indians  of  the  Sincerity  of  our  Intentions  You  will  do 
well  to  examine  into  the  Complaints  they  have  made  of  being  de- 
frauded of  their  Lands,  to  take  all  proper  and  legal  Methods  to 
redress  their  Complaints,  and  to  gratify  them  by  reasonable  Pur- 
chases or  in  such  other  Matter  as  You  shall  find  most  proper  and 
agreeable  to  them,  for  such  Lands  as  have  been  unwarrantably 
taken  from  them  or  for  such,  other  as  they  may  have  a  Desire  to 
dispose  of;  and  We  recommend  it  to  You  to  be  particularly  careful 
for  the  future  that  You  do  not  make  Grants  to  any  Persons  what- 
soever of  Lands  purchased  by  them  of  the  Indians  upon  their  own 
Accounts,  such  Practices  have  been  found  in  a  neighbouring  Gov- 
ernment to  be  attended  with  great  Mischief  and  Inconvenience. 
But  when  the  Indians  are  disposed  to  sell  any  of  their  Lands,  the 
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Purchase  ought  to  bo  made  in  his  Majestie's  Name  and  at  the  Pub- 
lick  Charge. 

"  '  As  We  find  it  has  been  usual  upon  former  Occasions  when  an 
Interview  has  been  held  with  the  Indians  for  the  other  neighbour- 
ing Governments  in  Alliance  with  them  to  send  Commissioners  to 
be  joined  with  those  of  New  York,  and  as  the  present  wavering 
Disposition  of  the  Indians  equally  affects  the  other  Provinces,  We 
have  wrote  to  the  Governors  of  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland, 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  New  Jersey,  desiring 
them  to  represent  to  their  respective  Assemblies  the  Utility  and 
Necessity  of  this  Measure,  and  to  urge  them  to  make  proper  Pro- 
vision for  it ;  and  therefore  it  will  be  necessary  that  when  You 
have  settled  the  Time  and  Place  of  Meeting  You  should  give  them 
early  Notice  of  it;  and  this  leads  Us  to  recommend  one  thing  more 
to  your  Attention,  and  that  is  to  take  Care  that  all  the  Provinces 
be  (if  practicable)  comprised  in  one  general  Treaty  to  be  made  in 
his  Majestie's  Name,  it  appearing  to  Us  that  the  Practice  of  each 
Province  making  a  separate  Treaty  for  itself  in  its  own  Name  is 
very  improper,  and  may  be  attended  with  great  Inconvenience  to 
his  Majestie's  Service.  So  we  bid  You  heartily  farewell,  and  are 
your  very  loving  Friends  and  humble  Servants. 

"'DUNK.  HALIFAX, 
'"J.  GREENVILLE, 
"'DAPPLIN. 
" '  To  Sir  Danvers  Osborn,  Governor  of  New  York. 

"  '  Albany,  June,  1754. 

"'A  true  Copy  of  the  Original.     Exd-  by 

« <  GEO.  BANYAR,  D.  S*' 

lt  And  also  were  read  the  following  Papers  from  the  Commissioners 
of  Indian  Affairs  at  Albany,  viz'- : 

" '  Albany,  15th  June,  1754. 

"'At  a  Meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  at  Mr. 
Lutridge's. 

"  ' PRESENT  I 

"  <  Col.  Myndf-  Schuyler. 

"'Robert  Saunders,  Esquire,  Mayor  of  the  City. 

"  '  Sylr-  Van  Shaak,  Esquire,  Recorder. 

"'  Capn  Hubert  Marshal,  Commander  of  the  Fort. 

'  Cornelius  Cuyler, 
(t  'John  Beekman, 
1  John  Ranslear,  J>  Esquires. 

'  Jacob  Coent  Ten  Eyck, 
u  '  Peter  Winnee, 

Peter  Wraxall,  Sec'y. 
His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  the  Honourable  James 
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Delancey,  Esquire,  having  directed  Col.  Mind*'  Schuyler  to  convene 
the  Commissioners  of  Indian  affairs  that  they  might  consult  toge- . 
ther  if  they  had  any  Matters  in  particular  to  recommend  to  his 
Honour  upon  the  approaching  Interview  with  the  Six  Nations. 

" '  In  consequence  hereof  the  Commissioners  are  of  Opinion  that 
the  Six  Nations  who  nOw  live  dispersed  and  confused  should  in  the 
most  earnest  Manner  be  exhorted  to  unite  and  dwell  together  in 
their  respective  Castles,  and  that  the  Mohock  Nation  should  live  in 
one  Castle  only. 

"'That  his  Honour  apply  to  the  Onondago  Indians  in  particular 
to  direct  and  exhort  them  to  live  together  in  one  Castle  according 
to  their  antient  and  prudent  Custom,  and  to  cause  all  their  Friends 
and  Relations  wherever  dispersed  to  join  them,  particularly  those 
who  have,  separated  themselves  and  live  at  present  at  Swagassie,  on 
the  South  Side  of  the  River  Saint  Lawrence  to  the  Eastward  of 
Cadaraqui,  where  the  French  have  lately  fortified,  have  a  Garrison, 
and  where  a  French  Missionary  constantly  resides  in  order  to  draw 
them  off  from  our  Alliance.  At  this  Swagassie  the  French  lately 
made  a  Settlement  of  Indians  belonging  to  the  Six  Nations,  of 
which  the  greatest  Part  are  from  Onondago  and  Cayuga. 

'.".That  whereas  the  French  have  long  been  endeavouring  to  pre- 
vail on  the  Senecas  to  come  and  settle  at  Irondequat  in  order  to 
have  them  nearer  to  their  Settlements,  the  more  easy  to  effect  their 
Design  of  debauching  them  from  the  British  Interest,  The  com- 
missioners are  of  Opinion  that  his  Honour  should  insist  on  the 
Senecas.,  who  at  present  live  very  remote  from  one  another,  to  make 
a  general  Castle  near  the  mouth  of  the  Senecas'  River,  where  they 
have  already  began  to  build  a  new  Castle.  This  Point  has  been 
several  Times  recommended  to  them  by  former  Governors,  and 
which  they  have  faithfully  promised  to  do,  but  have  not  hitherto 
effected. 

"'The  Commissioners  are  of  Opinion  that  the  most  effectual 
method  to  retain  and  secure  the  Six  Nations  to  the  British  Interest 
will  be  to  build  Two  Forts,  One  in  the  Onondago  the  Other  in  the 
Seneca  Country,  and  that  each  Fort  be  supplied  with  a  proper  Mis- 
sionary. They  are  further  of  Opinion  that  the  Carrying  and  Sell- 
ing Rum  in  the  Castles  of  the  Six  Nations  is  of  the  most  pernicious 
Consequence  to  the  publick  Interest  of  this  Colony  in  particular, 
and  to  the  British  Interest  in  general,  with  respect  to  our  Indian 
Connections. 

"'The  Commissioners  are  also  of  Opinion  that  no  French  Man 
upon  any  Pretence  whatsoever  shou'd  be  suffered  to  reside  or  trade 
amongst  the  Six  Nations,  and  that  the  said  Six  Nations  should  be 
directed  to  send  those  French  Men  away  who  now  trade  or  reside 
amongst  them,  and  to  warn  them  not  to  return;  Those  French 
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Emissaries  having  always  been  of  fatal  Consequence  to  the  British 
Interest  amongst  the  Six  Nations. 

"  '  A  true  Copy  from  the  Records  of  the  Indian  affairs. 

"'PETER  WRAXALL;  Secy/ 


"  '  Albany,  18th  June,  1754. 
" '  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  at  the 
House  of  Robert  Luttridge. 

" l present : 

" '  Peter  Winne, 

" '  SylvantVansehaak  Recorder, 

"  '  Myndf'  Schuyler,  [-Esquires. 

" '  John  Beckman, 

'"  Jacob  Coen'-Ten  Eyck. 

"'His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  having  sent  to  Col. 

Mynd'-  Schuyler  to  know  what  he  should  do  with  Regard   to  the 

River  Indians  at  the  approaching  Interview,  Col.  Schuyler  thought 

proper  to  convene  the  Commissioners  that  they  might  answer  his 

Honour  upon  this  Point. 

"  '  They  are  of  Opinion  that  after  the  Six  Nations  arrive  in  Town 
it  will  be  Time  enough  to  send  a  Message  to  the  said  River  Indians. 
" *  Whereas  divers  Complaints  have  been  made  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Indian  Affairs  that  the  Indians  at  Chonojahare  Castle  do 
forcibly  tal^e  Rum  from  the  Oswego  Traders  in  their  Passage  b}r 
the  said  Castle,  And  also  that  the  Oneido  Indians  oblige  the  Traders 
to  let  them  carry  their  Goods  over  the  Carrying  Place,  and  to  pay 
them  double  and  sometimes  more  than  double  the  customary  Price 
which  the  Germans  are  ready  and  willing  to  take,  it  is  the  Opinion, 
therefore,  of  this  Board,  that  his  Honour  be  pleased  at  the  approach- 
ing Interview  to  represent  the  Injustice  of  these  Proceedings  to  the 
Six  Nations,  and  that  it  is  a  Breach  of  their  Promises  so  solemnly 
made,  and  a  Violation  of  their  Engagements  entered  into  and  fre- 
quently renewed  with  former  Governors. 

" '  A  true  Copy  from  the  Records  of  Indian  Affairs. 

"'PETER  WRAXALL,  Secv-' 

"  A  Remonstrance  was  then  read  to  the  Board  from  the  Oswego 
Traders  to  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  York,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  Copy  : 

"<  To  His  Honour  JAMES  JDELAN'CEY,  Esquire,  Lieutenant 
Governor  and    Commander-in-Chief  of  the   Province  of  New 
York,  &c. : 
"'We  the  Traders  (or  Handlers)  to  Oswego  most  humbly  beg 

Leave  to  remonstrate  to  your  Honour  the  mauy  Hazards  and  IHf- 
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ficulties  We  are  subject  to  in  Our  Passage  thither  from  the  ill 
Treatment  We  meet  with  from  the  Indians  (i.  e.)  in  passing  the 
Mohocks  and  Chonajohare  Castles;  they  board  our  Battoes  with 
Axes,  Knives,  &ca"  and  by  Force  take  what  Rum  they  think  pro- 
per, whooping  and  yelping  as  if  they  gloried  in  their  Depredations, 
and  threatening  Murder  to  any  that  oppose  them;  and  on  our  Ar- 
rival at  the  great  Carrying  Place  the  Oneido  Indians  force  our 
Goods  from  Us  at  Pleasure  to  carry  over,  and  not  content  with 
making  Us  pay  a  most  exorbitant  Price  for  each  Freight,  but  rob 
Us  of  our  Pium,  Stores,  and  other  Goods,  with  a  great  deal  of  in- 
vective threatning  Language,  and  are  generally  so  numerous  that 
We  are  obliged  to  submit  to  those  Impositions  or  run  the  Risque 
of  being  murdered  aid  robbed  of  every  thing  We  have;  and  to  put 
their  Schemes  the  better  in  Execution  they  force  away  the  High 
Germans,  who  generally  attend  with  their  Horses,  that  we  may  be 
under  a  necessity  of  employing  them  and  paying  whatsoever  they 
please  to  demand. 

" '  We  therefore  humbly  pray  your  Honour  to  take  these  our 
most  severe  Grievances  under  due  Consideration,  and  fall  upon 
such  methods  to  redress  them  as  to  You  in  your  great  Wisdom 
shall  deem  most  expedient. 

ftt  Accept  of  our  most  fervent  Prayers  for  your  Welfare  and 
Prosperity,  as  We  ever  remain  with  all  due  Deference,  Gratitude, 
and  Esteem, 

" '  Sir,  Your  Honour's  most  dutiful  and  most  humble  Servants. 
"  Oswego,  June  1st,  1754/ 

"To  which  Forty  Seven  several  Names  were  signed. 
"  The  following  Gentlemen  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  pre- 
pare the  Draught  of  a  general  Speech  to  be  made  by  his  Honour  to 
the  Indians,  viz'-: 

"  William  Johnson, 
"  Sam'-  Wells, 
"  Theodore  Atkinson, 
"  Elisha  Williams, 


Martin  Howard,  Junr 


Esquires. 


"  Isaac  Norris, 

"  Benja-  Tasker,  Junr- 

"  To  whom  were  delivered  the  aforesaid  Papers. 

"  Adjourned  till  to-Morrow  Morning." 
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tt  At  a  Meeting  at  the  Court  House  in  Albany  on  Thursday,  20th 
June,  1754,  A.  M. 

"  present  : 

"  His  Honour  and  the  aforesaid  Council  of  New  York,  and  sev- 
eral of  the  Commissioners. 

¥  The  Committee  appointed  Yesterday  to  prepare  a  Draught  of  a 
general  Speech  to  be  made  to  the  Indians  not  being  ready  to  make 
their  Report,  adjourned  till  to-Morrow  Morning.' ' 


¥  At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany  on  Friday  21st 
June,  1754,  A.  M. 

"present: 

"His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  the  Council  of  New 
York  aforesaid,  all  the  Commissioners,  and  Thomas  Hutchinson, 
Esquire,  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Massachusets  Bay. 

"  It  was  proposed  by  the  Governor  that  to  avoid  all  Disputes 
about  the  Precedency  of  the  Colonies  they  should  be  named  in  the 
Minutes  according  to  their  Situation  from  North  to  South,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

"  Peter  "Wraxall,  Esquire,  was  chosen  Secretary  to  this  Board. 

"The  Committee  delivered  in  their  Draught  of  the  general 
Speech,  which  was  read  thro',  and  afterwards  Paragraph  by  Para- 
graph. 

"  Objections  were  made  to  some  Parts,  the  Board  not  coming  to 
any  Conclusion  on  the  same  they  adjourned  till  to-Morrow  Morn- 


"  At  a  Meeting  at  the  Court  House  in  Albany,  Saturday  22d 
June,  1754,  A.  M. 

"present: 

"  The  Council  of  New  York  aforesaid  and  all  the  Commissioners 
except  John  Chandler,  Esqr.,  One  of  the  Commissioners  for  Mas- 
sachusets Bay. 

"The  Consideration  of  the  Draught  of  the  general  Speech  was 
resumed,  and  one  being  agreed  upon,  Mr.  Hutchinson  and  Mr.  Pe- 
ters were  desired  to  wait  upon  the  Lieutenant  Governor  with  the 
same. 

"Adjourned  till  Monday  Morning." 
VOL.  VI. — 5. 


66  MINUTES  OF  THE 


"  At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany,  Monday  24th  Jimer 
1754,  A.  M. 

" present: 

"The  Council  of  New  York  aforesaid  and  all  the  Commis- 
sioners. 

"  A  Motion  was  made  that  the  Thanks  of  this  Board  be  given 
to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Peters,  One  of  the  Commissioners  for  Penn- 
sylvania, for  his  Sermon  preached  yesterday,  and  that  he  be 
desired  to  suffer  the  same  to  be  printed,  which  was  unanimously 
agreed  to. 

"  Mr.  Chambers  and  Mr.  Peters  were  desired  to  wait  upon  his 
Honour  to  request  him  to  administer  an  Oath  to  Mr.  "Wraxall  for 
the  due  and  faithful  Discharge  of  his  Office  of  Secretary  to  this 
Board, 

u  Adjourned  to  3  o' Clock  this  Afternoon/' 


"  At  a  Meeting  as  aforesaid  in  the  Afternoon  the  24th  June, 
1754. 

"present: 
"  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  the  Council  aforesaid 
of  the  Province  of  New  York  and  all  the  Commissioners. 

"  Mr.  Chambers  and  Mr.  Peters  reported  to  the  Board  that  Mr. 
"Wraxall  had  been  sworn  into  his  Office  by  his  Honour  conformable 
to  their  Desire  in  the  Morning. 

"  A  Motion  was  made  that  the  Commissioners  deliver  their  Opinion 
whether  an  Union  of  all  the  Colonies  is  not  at  present  absolutely 
necessary  for  their  Security  and  Defence. 

"The  Question  was  accordingly  pat,  and  it  passed  in  the  Affirma- 
tive unanimously. 

"His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  made  a  Proposal  as  a 
Branch  of  Indian  affairs  under  the  Consideration  of  this  Board  to 
build  Two  Forts  in  the  Indian  Country  to  protect  them,  their  Wives 
and  Children,  as  the  best  Expedient  to  secure  their  Fidelity  to  his 
Majesty. 

"  Which  Proposal  the  Board  determined  to  proceed  upon  after 
they  had  considered  some  Method  of  effecting  the  Union  between 
the  Colonies. 

"  On  a  Motion  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and 
receive  Plans  and  Schemes  for  the  Union  of  the  Colonies  and  to 
digest  them  into  one  general  Plan  for  the  Inspection  of  this 
Board, 
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"  '  Resolved,  That  Each  Government  chuse  One  of  their  own  Num- 
ber to  be  of  that  Committee/ 

"  Accordingly  were  appointed, 

"  Thomas  Hutchinson,  Esquire,  for  Massachusets  Bay. 

"  Theodore  Atkinson,  Esquire,  for  New  Hampshire. 

"  William  Pitkin,  Esquire,  for  Connecticut. 

"  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esquire,  for  Rhode  Island. 

'•'Benjamin  Franklin,  Esquire,  for  Pennsylvania. 

"  Benjamin  Tasker,  Esquire,  for  Maryland. 

"It  was  left  to  his  Honour  to  appoint  One  of  his  Majestie's 
Council  for  the  Government  of  New  York,  and  he  named  William 
Smith,  Esquire. 

"Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  eleven  o'clock." 


"At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  House  in  Albany  on  Tuesday  the 
25th  June,  1754,  A.  M. 

"present: 
"Joseph  Murray,         ") 

"William  Johnson,  &  I  Esquires,  of  the  Council  of  New  York. 
"John  Chambers,        J 

"  Elishl  WUlTams,    \  Es(luires>  Commissi  for  Connecticut. 

"  Samuel  Wells,  ^ 

"  John  Chandler,  (Esquires,  Commiss"-  for   Massachusets 

"  Oliver  Partridge,  &  |      Bay. 

"  John  Worthington,  J 

"  Richard  Wybert,  It?-         n         ♦    •  «_     vr 

"MesheehWeare,  I  Esquires    Commissioners  for   i\cw 

"Henry  Sherborne,  Jr.,    )      Hampshire. 

"  Martin  Howard,  Junr-  Esquire,  a  Commissioner  for  Bhod*-' 
Island. 

"  John  Penn  &  Isaac  Norris,  Esquires,  Commissioners  for  Penn- 
sylvania. 

"  Abraham  Barnes,  Esquire,  a  Commissioner  for  Mai^Jand. 

"  The  Draught  of  the  general  Speech  not  being  returned  to  the 
Board  from  his  Ifonour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  York,  Ad- 
journed to  5  o'Clock  this  Afternoon." 
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"  At  a  Meeting  as  aforesaid  Tuesday  the  25th  June,  1754,  P.  M. 
" present: 

"  All  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  of  New  York  and  all  the 
Commissioners. 

"Mr.  Murray  delivered  to  the  Board  for  their  Approbation  his 
Honour's  Alterations  and  Additions  to  the  Draught  of  the  Speech 
presented  to  his  Honour  by  Mr.  Hutchinson  and  Mr.  Peters  the 
twenty-second  Instant,  which  were  read  to  the  Board  by  the  Secre- 
tary, and  the  further  Consideration  thereof  was  deferred  till  to- 
morrow morning. 

"  Adjourned  till  Eleven  o' Clock  to-morrow  morning." 


"  At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany,  Wednesday  26th 
June,  1754,  A.  M. 

"  PRESENT.      I 

"William  Johnson,  &    )  «      .  ~  ,,     n        .-.    £  XT      ,r    , 

"  I  h    Ch     b  I  Esquires,  of  the  Council  of  New  York. 

"William  Pitkin,  \ 

"Hosier  Wolcot,  >  Esquires,  Commissioners  for  Connecticut. 

"Elisha  Williams,  J 

"  Samuel  Wells,  *) 

"  John  Chandler,  \  -^  ^         .    .  c     ,,         , 

arm  rr  +  i,-  s     >  Esquires,  Commissioners  tor  Massaclm- 

"  Thomas  Hutchinson,  &  +    t? 

"fllivpr  PatrirW  S6tS  J3aV. 


"  Oliver  Patridge, 

"  Martin  Howard,  Junr.,  Esquire,  a  Commr-  for  Khode  Island. 

"The  Draught  of  the  general  Speech  to  the  Six  Nations  was 
further  debated,  but  not  being  fully  concluded  upon  the  Board  ad- 
journed till  10  o'Clock  to-morrow  morning." 


"  At  a  Meeting  at  the  Court  House  in  Albany,  Thursday  27th 
June,  1754,  A.  M. 

"  PRESENT : 

"  The  Four  Grentlemen  of  the  Council  of  New  York  and  all  the 
Commissioners. 

"  The  Draught  of  the  general  Speech  was  further  debated,  and 
not  being  fully  concluded  upon  the  Board  adjourned  to  Five  o'clock 
this  Afternoon .*' 


i 
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"  At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany,  June  27th;  1754, 
Thursday,  P.  M. 

"  PRESENT : 

11  The  Four  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  of  New  York  and  all  the 
Commissioners. 

"A  motion  was  made  that  the  Commissions  or  Powers  from  the 
several  Governments  should  be  made  Part  of  the  Records  of  this 
Congress.  It  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  pre- 
fixed to  these  Records. 

"The  Draught  of  the  general  Speech  was  settled,  read,   and 
unanimously  approved  of,  and  is  as  follows : 
<•' '  Brethren : 

"  '  I  have  invited  You  here  by  the  Command  of  the  great  King, 
our  common  Father,  to  receive  a  Present  from  him,  and  in  his  name 
to  renew  the  antient  Treaty  between  this  and  all  his  other  Govern- 
ments and  You  our  Brethren ;  and  I  have  the  Pleasure  to  tell  You 
that  by  his  special  Order  there  are  now  present  Commissioners  from 
Massachusets  Bay,  New  Hampshire,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland  j  Virginia  and  Caroliua  likewise  desire 
to  be  considered  as  present,  although  some  great  Affairs  which  those 
Governments  are  engag'd  in  have  prevented  their  sending  Com- 
missions. Wo  are  glad  to  see  our  Brethren  here  in  Health,  and 
heartily  bid  You  welcome/ 

"  A  Belt. 
P '  Brethren : 

"  *  We  condole  You  and  our  Loss  in  the  Death  of  some  of  your 
People  since  the  last  Interview  in  this  Place.  We  wipe  away  all 
Tears  from  your  Eyes  and  take  away  Sorrow  from  your  Hearts  that 
You  may  speak  freely/ 

"  Three  Strings  of  Wampum. 
Ul  Brethren: 

"  We  come  to  strengthen  and  brighten  the  Chain  of  Friendship- 
It  gives  Us  great  Satisfaction  that  You  have  lately  added  two  Links 
to  the  Chain — the  Shaniharadighroones  and  the  Teddirighroones,  as 
it  will  always  give  Us  Pleasure  to  see  your  Strength  encreased. 
This  Chain  hath  remained  firm  and  unbroken  from  the  Beginning. 
This  Belt  will  represent  to  You  our  Disposition  to  preserve  it  strong 
and  bright  so  long  as  the  Sun  and  Moon  shall  endure.  And  in  the 
Name  of  the  great  King  our  Father,  and  in  the  Behalf  of  all  his 
Majestie's  Colonies,  We  now  solcmny  renew,  brighten,  and  strengthen 
the  antient  Covenant  Chain  and  promise  to  keep  the  same  inviolable 
and  free  from  Rust,  and  We  expect  the  like  Confirmation  and 
Assurance  on  your  Part/ 

"  A  Chain  Belt. 
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u  c  Brethren : 

UfWc  are  informed  that  You  now  live  dispersed  from  each  Other 
contrary  to  the  antient  and  prudent  Custom  of  your  Forefathers,  and 
as  You  are  by  this  means  exposed  to  the  Attempts  of  your  Enemies, 
We,  therefore,  in  the  most  earnest  Manner  recommend  to  and  ex- 
pect from  You  for  your  own  Safety  to  collect  Yourselves  together 
and  dwell  in  your  National  Castles.  We  desire  You,  Brethren  of 
the  Onondago  Nation  in  particular,  to  call  in  your  Friends  and  Re- 
lations to  join  You,  especially  those  of  your  Nation  who  now  live  at 
Osweegachie.  A  brave  People  separated  from1  each  Other  may 
easily  fall  a  Sacrifice,  whereas  united  they  may  live  secure  and  un- 
injured/ 

"A  Belt. 
u '  Brethren : 

"  '  We  have  something  to  say  to  You  of  great  Importance.  The 
Treaty  subsisting  between  Us  and  You  our  Brethren,  as  well  as  the 
great  Affection  We  bear  towards  You,  oblige  Us  to  mention  it. 

"  c  The  French  profess  to  be  in  perfect  Friendship  with  Us  as 
well  as  You;  notwithstanding  this  they  are  making  continual  En- 
croachments upon  Us  both.  They  have  lately  done  so  in  the  most 
insulting  manner,  both  to  the  Northward  and  Westward.  Your 
Fathers  by  their  Yalour  above  one  hundred  Years  ago  gained  a  con- 
siderable Country,  which  they  afterwards  of  their  own  accord  put 
under  the  Protection  of  the  King  of  Great  Britian.  The  French 
are  endeavouring  to  possess  themselves  of  this  whole  Country, 
altho'  they  have  made  the  most  express  Treaties  with  the  English 
to  the  contrary/ 

"'  Brethren: 

"'It  appears  to  Us  that  these  Measures  of  the  French  must 
necessarily  soon  interrupt  and  destroy  all  Trade  and  intercourse 
between  the  English  and  the  several  Indian  Nations  on  the  Conti- 
nent, and  will  block  up  and  obstruct  the  great  Roads  which  have 
hitherto  lain  open  between  You  and  your  Allies  and  Friends  who 
live  at  a  Distance. 

"  '  We  want  to  know  whether  these  Things  appear  to  You  in  the* 
same  Light  as  they  do  to  Us,  or  whether  the  French  taking  Posses- 
sion of  the  Lands  in  your  Country  and  building  Forts  between 
the  Lake  Erie  and  the  River  Ohio  be  done  with  your  Consent  or 
Approbation/ 

"  A  large  Belt. 
«  <  Brethren : 

ltei  Open  your  Hearts.  Deal  with  Us  as  Brethren.  We  are 
ready  to  consult  with  You  how  to  scatter  these  Clouds  that  hang 
over  Us.  This  is  a  Matter  of  so  great  Weight  that  We  think  it 
best  to  defer  mentioning  any  other  Affairs  till  You  have  considered 
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this,  least  they  should  take  away  Part  of  that  Attention  which  is 
necessary  on  so  extraordinary  an  Occasion/ 

"A  Belt. 

"Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eleven  o' Clock." 


"At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany,  Friday  28th 
June,  1754,  A.  M. 

"present: 

il  ™-       r>  ?C-  ]  '         /  Esquires,  Commissioners  from  Massachu- 
"  Oliver  Patndge,        K      ^  fi' 

"John  Worthington,  )  J' 

"Richard  Wibird,     ~) -™      •        n         •    •  £      at       tt 

"Meshec  Weare,  &  C  EW*eS'  CommlssIoners  for  Ncw  LamP" 
"  Henry  Sherburne,  ) 

"F1'°I     WH*    i     [•  Esquires,  Commissioners  for  Connecticut. 

"  Martin  Howard,  Junr-'  Esquire,  Commissioner  for  Rhode  Island. 
"John  Penn,  Esquire,  One  of  the  Commissioners  for  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

"The  Board  was  adjourned  till  Five  o'Clock  this  afternoon. " 


"At  a  Meeting  &ct;  on  Friday,  P.  M.,  June  28th,  1754. 


u 


PRESENT : 


"  The  Four  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  of  New  York. 

"  All  the  Commissioners  from  Massachusets  Bay. 

"All  the  Commissioners  from  New  Hampshire. 

"  All  the  Commissioners  from  Connecticut. 

"  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Commissioners  from 
Rhode  Island. 

"  John  Penn  and  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esquires,  Commissioners 
from  Pennsylvania. 

"  Benjamin  Tasker,  Junr"  Esquire,  One  of  the  Commissioners 
from  Maryland, 

"The  Committee  appointed  the  24th  Instant  to  prepare  and 
receive  Plans  or  Schemes  for  the  Union  of  the  Colonies,  presented 
short  Hints  of  a  Scheme  for  that  Purpose,  of  which  Copies  were 
taken  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  respective  Provinces. 

"  Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'Clock. '' 
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"  At  a  Meeting  at  the  Court  House  in  Albany,  Saturday  29th 
June,  1754,  A.  M. 

"  PRESENT  : 

"  William  Smith,  Esquire,  One  of  the  Council  of  New  York,  and 
all  the  Commissioners. 

"  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  York  having 
given  notice  to  this  Board  that  He  was  going  to  speak  to  the  Indians, 
the  Board  adjourned  till  Five  o'Clock  this  Afternoon  and  attended 
his  Honour  whilst  he  delivered  the  Speech." 


"  At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany,  Saturday  29th 
June,  1754,  P.  M. 

"  PRESENT  I 

"  Joseph  Murray,  John  Chambers,  and  William  Smith,  Esquires, 
of  the  Council  of  New  York. 

"  All  the  Commissioners  from  Massachusets  Bay. 

"Theodore  Atkinson  and  Richard  Wibird,  Esquires,  Commis- 
sioners for  New  Hampshire. 

"  All  the  Commissioners  from  Connecticut. 

"  The  Commissioners  from  Rhode  Island. 

"  All  the  commissioners  from  Pennsylvania. 

"  The  Commissioners  from  Maryland. 

"The  Board  being  informed  that  a  considerable  number  of 
Indians  from  Stockbridge,  being  of  the  Nation  known  by  the  Name 
of  the  River  Indians,  were  in  Town,  a  Motion  was  made  that 
his  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  might  be  acquainted  with  the 
Circumstances  of  said  Indians,  and  desired  to  give  Orders  for  their 
Support. 

"  The  said  Motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Wells  and  Mr.  Franklin 
were  appointed  to  wait  on  his  Honour  accordingly. 

"  The  Hints  of  a  Scheme  for  the  Union  of  the  Colonies  were  de- 
bated on  but  came  to  no  Conclusion. 

"Adjourned  till  Monday  Morning,  9  o'Clock." 


"  At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany,  Monday  July 
1st,  1754,  A.  M. 

"present: 

"The  Lieutenant   Governor  and  the  Four  Gentlemen   of  the 
Council  of  New  York. 
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"All  the  Commissioners  for  Massachusets  Bay  except  John 
Chandler,  Esquire. 

"Theodore  Atkinson  and  Henry  Sherburne,  Junr-'  Esquires, 
Commissioners  for  New  Hampshire. 

"  The  Commissioners  for  Connecticut. 

"The  Commissioners  for  Rhode  Island. 

"  All  the  Commissioners  for  Pennsylvania. 

"  The  Commissioners  for  Maryland. 

"  Mr.  Franklin  reported  to  the  Board  that  he  had  with  Mr. 
Wells  (Mr.  Wells  not  then  present)  waited  on  the  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor, and  delivered  the  Message  from  the  Board  of  Saturday  last 
relating  to  the  River  Indians  living  near  Stockbridge,  and  that  his 
Honour  was  pleased  to  answer,  that  he  had  not  sent  for  those  In- 
dians; that  he  had  consulted  his  Council  and  enquired  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  Indian  Affairs,  and  was  informed  that  it  had  never 
been  usual  to  afford  Subsistance  to  those  Indians  at  any  Treaty  in 
Albany ;  that  it  was  a  great  Expence  to  New  York  to  maintain  the 
other  Indians;  that  these  properly  belonged  to  Massachusets  Bay 
Government,  and  it  appeared  to  him  that  they  should  be  supported 
by  that  Government. 

"  Upon  a  Motion  made  the  Records  of  Indian  Affairs  of  the 
Province  of  New  York  were  sent  for,  and  it  appeared  that  the  River 
Indians  have  usually  been  present  at  the  Treaties  with  the  Six 
Nations,  and  that  a  Speech  has  always  been  made  to  said  River 
Indians;  and  it  was  moved  to  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New 
York  that  He  would  now  speak  to  them  in  the  Name  of  the  Com- 
missioners from  the  several  Colonies,  and  also  give  Orders  for  their 
Support. 

"  His  Honour  agreed  to  the  Proposal  of  speaking  to  them,  and 
offered  to  give  Orders  for  their  Support,  but  was  pleased  to  say  that 
he  expected  the  Commissioners  for  the  several  Provinces  would 
contribute  to  the  Charge  of  it. 

"  His  Honour  delivered  to  the  Board  Copies  of  Two  Minutes  of 
Council,  which  are  as  follow: 

"  At  a  Council  held  in  the  City  of  Albany  the  27th  June,  1754, 
P.  M. 

" PRESENT  I 

"  The  Honourable  JAMES  DELANCEY,  Esquire,  Lieutenant 
Governor,  &ca- 

"  Mr.  Murray,  "  Mr.  Chambers, 

"  Col.  Johnson,  "Mr.  Smith. 

"His  Honour  being  informed  by  the  Indi&B  Interpreter  tl\;it  the 
Lower  Castle  of  the  Mohock  Indians  now  in  this  City  had  some 
Business  to  lay  before  him,  and  desired  to  be  admitted  to  an  Audience, 
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appointed  them  to  attend  at  four  o' Clock  this  afternoon  in  Council, 
and  they  attending  accordingly  were  introduced  with  the  Inter- 
preter. 

"  The  Governor  told  them  he  was  very  glad  to  see  them,  that  he 
was  now  met  in  Council,  and  ready  to  hear  what  they  had  to  say. 
Whereupon  Canadagaia,  their  Speaker,  addressing  himself  to  his 
Honour  spoke  as  follows  : 
"'Brother: 

"  '  We  are  here  this  Day  hy  God's  Will  and  your  Honour's  Order, 
to  which  Place  you  have  led  Us  as  it  were  by  the  IJand.  This 
is  our  old  Meeting  Place,  where  if  we  have  any  Grievances  We  can 
lay  them  open.  You  are  lately  come  to  the  Administration,  and  We 
are  glad  to  see  You  to  lay  our  Complimeents  before  You.  We 
take  it  very  kind  You  have. given  Us  this  Opportunity  to  unfold 
our  Minds,  and  We  will  now  proceed  to  declare  our  Grievances. 

"  <  Brother : 

" '  We  shall  now  open  our  Minds,  and  We  beg  You  will  take 
Time  to  consider  what  We  shall  say,  and  not  give  Us  too  hasty  an 
Answer,  or  in  two  or  three  Words,  and  then  turn  your  Back  upon 
Us.  As  You  are  a  new  Governor  We  beg  you  will  treat  Us  ten- 
derly, and  not  as  the  former  Governor  did,  who  turned  his  Back 
upon  Us  before  We  knew  he  intended  to  depart,  so  that  We  had  no 
Opportunity  to  finish  our  Business  with  him.  The  Reason  We 
desire  You  would  treat  Us  in  this  tender  manner  is  because  this  is 
the  Place  where  we  are  to  expect  a  Redress  of  our  Grievances,  and 
We  hope  all  Things  will  be  so  settled  that  We  may  part  good 
Friends. 

"  <  Brother : 

"  l  We  told  You  a  little  while  ago  that  We  had  an  Uneasiness  on 
our  Minds,  and  We  shall  now  tell  You  what  it  is — It  is  concerning 
our  Land.  We  understand  that  there  are  Writings  for  all  our 
Lands,  so  that  We  shall  have  none  left  but  the  very  Spot  We  live 
upon,  and  hardly  that.  We  have  examined  amongst  the  elderly 
People  who  are  now  present  if  they  have  sold  any  of  it,  who  deny 
that  they  ever  have :  and  We  earnestly  desire  that  You  will  take 
this  into  Consideration,  which  will  give  Us  great  Satisfaction,  and 
convince  Us  that  You  have  a  Friendship  for  Us.  We  don't  com- 
plain of  those  who  have  honestly  bought  the  Land  they  possess,  or 
of  those  to  whom  We  have  given  any,  but  of  some  who  have  taken 
more  than  We  have  given  them.  We  find  We  are  very  poor.  We 
thought  We  had  yet  Land  round  about  Us  but  it  is  said  there  are 
Y^ritings  for  it  all.  It  is  one  Condition  of  the  antient  Covenant 
Chain  that  if  there  be  any  Uneasiness  on  either  Side,  or  any  Re- 
quest to  be  made,  they  shall  be  considered  with  a  Brotherly  Regard, 
and  We  hope  You  will  fulfill  that  Condition  on  your  Side,  as  We 
shall  be  always  ready  to  do  on  Ours.     We  have  embraced  this  Op- 
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portunity  of  unbosoming  Ourselves  to  You  with  Regard  to  our 
Castle,  and  "VVe  are  well  assured  that  the  other  Castle  of  the 
Mohocks  have  complaints  of  the  same  Nature  to  make  when  they 
come  down.  We  have  now  declared  our  own  Grievances,  and  the 
Connajoharys  will  declare  theirs,  but  that  We  shall  leave  them. 
By  this  Belt  We  desire  You  to  consider  what  we  have  said,  and  by 
the  same  We  inform  You  that  the  Five  Nations  have  something  to 
say  to  You  before  You  speak  to  them/ 

"  Gave  a  Belt. 

"The  Governor  said: 

"'You  have  now  unbosomed  yourselves  to  me,  and  desire  I  would 
seriously  consider  of  what  You  have  said,  and  not  give  you  a  hasty 
Answer.  I  will  consider  of  it  seriously,  and  you  shall  always  find 
me  ready  to  redress  any  of  your  Grievances  as  far  as  it  may  be  in 
my  Power;  but  your  Complaints  are  general,  I  must  therefore  de- 
sire You  to  tell  me  where  those  Lands  lye;  and  the  names  of  the 
Persons  of  whom  you  complain/ 

"  To  which  their  Speaker  answered : 
" '  Brother : 

" '  We  are  told  a  large  tract  of  Land  has  been  taken  up  called 
Kayadarosseras,  beginning  at  the  half  Moon,  and  so  up  along  Hud- 
son's River  to  the  Third  Fall,  and  thence  to  the  Cachnawaga  or 
Canada  Creek,  which  is  about  four  or  five  Miles  above  the  Mohocks, 
which  upon  Enquiry  among  our  eld  Men  We  cannot  find  was  ever 
sold ;  And  as  to  the  particular  Persons  many  of  them  live  in  this 
Town,  but  there  are  so  great  a  number  We  cannot  name  them.' 

"Tbe  Governor  said:  'I  will  send  for  some  of  the  Patentees,  or 
the  Persons  claiming  that  Land,  and  hear  what  they  have  to  say, 
and  consider  the  Matter  and  give  You  an  answer  before  You  leave 
this  Place.  It  is,  agreeable  to  Justice  to  hear  both  Parties  before  a 
Judgment  is  given,  and  to  manifest  my  Friendship  for  You  1  w ill 
do  You  all  the  Justice  in  my  Power.' 

"  A  true  Copy,  Examined  by 

"GEO.  BANYAR,  D.  C,k-  Council* 


"  At  a  Council  held  in  the  City  of  Albany  the  28th  Day  of  June, 
1754. 

"  PRESENT : 

"The  Honourable  JAMES  DELANCEY,  Esquire,  Lieutenant 
Governor,  &** 

"  Mr.  Murray,  "  Mr.  Chambers, 

"Col.  Johnson,  "Mr.  Smith. 

"His  Honour  being  informed  that  the  Connajoharys,  or  the  Up- 
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per  Castle  of  the  Mohock  Indians,  and  several  Sachems  of  each  of 
the  other  Five  Nations,  attended  without  and  desired  to  speak  to 
him,  they  were  introduced  with  the  Interpreter. 

"Hendrick,  their  Speaker,  spoke  as  follows: 
"<  Brother: 

"  i  We  had  a  Message  from  You  some  time  ago  to  meet  You  at 
this  Place  where  the  Fire  burns.  We  of  Connajohara  met  the  Mes- 
senger You  sent  with  a  Letter  at  Col.  Johnson's,  and  as  soon  as  We 
received  it  We  came  down  running,  and  the  Six  Nations  are  now 
here  compleat/     . 

"The  G-overnor  then  said:  ' Brethren  of  the  Six  Nations,  you 
are  welcome.  I  take  this  Opportunity,  now  You  are  all  together,  to 
condole  the  Loss  in  the  Death  of  your  Friends  and  Relations  since 
You  last  met  here,  and  with  this  String  of  "Wampum  I  wipe  away 
your  Tears  and  take  Sorrow  from  your  Hearts,  that  You  may  open 
your  Minds  and  speak  freely/ 

"  A  String  of  Wampum. 

"  Hendrick  replied : 
((( Brother: 

" ( We  thank  You  for  condoling  our  Loss,  and  for  wiping  away  our 
Tears  that  We  may  speak  freely,  and  as  We  do  not  doubt  but  You 
have  lost  some  of  your  great  Men  and  Friends  We  give  you  this 
String  of  Condolence  in  Be  turn,  that  it  may  remove  your  Sorrow 
and  that  We  may  both  speak  freely/ 

"Gave  a  String. 

"  Then  Hendrick,  addressing  himself  to  the  Six  Nations,  said  that 
last  Year  he  attended  Col.  Johnson  to  Onondago  to  do  Service  to 
the  King  and  their  People,  that  Col.  Johnson  told  them  a  new  Gov- 
ernor was  expected  soon,  and  they  would  then  have  an  Opportunity 
of  seeing  him  at  Albany  and  laying  their  Grievances  before  him. 
That  the  new  G-overnor  arrived  soon  after,  and  scarcely  had  they 
heard  of  his  Arrival  but  they  had  an  Account  of  his  Death,  and 
that  now  he  was  glad  to  see  his  Honour  to  whom  he  would  declare 
his  Grievances,  And  then  proceeded: 
"<  Brother: 

"'We  thought  You  would  wonder  that  We  of  Connajohara  staid 
so  long,  We  shall  now  give  You  the  Reason :  Last  Summer  We  of 
Connajohara  were  down  at  New  York  to  make  our  Complaints,  and 
We  then  thought  the  Covenant  Chain  was  broken  because  We  were 
neglected,  and  when  You  neglect  Business  the  French  take  Advan- 
tage of  it,  for  they  are  never  quiet.  It  seemed  to  Us  that  the  Gov- 
ernor turned  his  Back  upon  the  Five  Nations  as  if  they  were  no 
more,  whereas  the  French  are  doing  all  in  their  Power  to  draw  LTs 
over  to  them.  We  told  the  Governor  last  Summer  We  blamed  him 
for  the  Neglect  of  the  Five  Nations,  and  at  the  same  Time  We  told 
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him  the  French  were  drawing  the  Five  Nations  away  to  Oswcgashaa 
owing  to  that  Neglect,  which  might  have  been  prevented  if  proper 
Use  had  been  made  of  that  Warning,  but  now  We  are  afraid  it  is 
too  late.  We  remember  how  it  was  in  former  Times  when  We  were 
a  strong  and  powerful  People  Gol.  Schuyler  used  frequently  to  come 
among  Us,  and  by  this  means  We  were  kept  together. 

"<  Brother: 

" '  We  the  Mohocks  are  in  very  difficult  Circumstances,  and  are 
blamed  for  Things  behind  our  Backs  which  We  do  not  deserve. 
Last  Summer  when  We  went  up  with  Col.  Johnson  to  Onondago 
and  he  made  his  Speech  to  the  Five  Nations,  the  Five  Nations  said 
they  liked  the  Speech  very  well  but  that  the  Mohocks  had  made  it. 
We  are  looked  upon  by  the  other  Nations  as  Col.  Johnson's  Coun- 
sellors, and  supposed  to  hear  all  News  from  him,  which  is  not  the 
Case,  for  Col.  Johnson  does  not  receive  from  or  impart  much  News 
to  Us. 

" '  This  is  our  Reason  for  staying  behind,  for  if  We  had  come  first 
the  other  Nations  would  have  said  that  We  made  the  Governor's 
Speech,  and  therefore,  though  We  were  resolved  to  come,  We  intend- 
ed the  other  Nations  should  go  before  Us  that  they  might  hear  the 
Governor's  Speech,  which  We  could  hear  afterwards. 

"  i  There  are  some  of  our  People  who  have  large  open  Ears  and 
talk  a  little  broken  English  and  Dutch,  so  that  they  sometimes  hear 
what  is  said  by  the  Christians  Settlers  near  them,  and  by  this 
means  We  came  to  understand  that  We  are  looked  upon  to  be  a 
proud  Nation  and  therefore  staid  behind.  ;Tis  true  and  known  We 
are  so,  and  that  We  the  Mohocks  are  the  Head  of  all  the  other 
Nations.  Here  they  are  and  they  must  own  it.  But  it  was  not  out 
of  Pride  We  Conajoharys  staid  behind,  but  for  the  Reasons  We 
have  already  given/ 

"His  Honour  answered — 

"< Brethren  of  Conajohary:  You  have  now  told  me  the  Reason 
why  You  staid  behind,  because  You  would  not  be  blamed  by  the 
other  Nations  as  You  have  been  before.  I  am  satisfied  with  what 
You  say  that  your  staying  behind  did  not  proceed  from  Pride. 

"  l  You  tell  me  You  have  large  open  Ears  and  that  some  of  You 
understand  a  little  of  the  Language  of  the  Settlers  about  You.  But 
I  must  caution  You  not  to  hearken  to  common  Reports,  neither  of 
Us  or  your  Brethren  of  the  other  Nations.  I  desire  that  We  may 
all  speak  freely  and  open  our  Hearts  to  each  other,  and  to  remove 
any  Jealousies  from  amongst  Us. 

" ( I  hope  that  at  another  Interview  You  will  all  be  more  punc- 
tual and  keep  as  near  as  You  can  to  the  Time  appointed.  Yen  arc 
sensible  it  must  be  very  inconvenient  to  me  and  the  Commissioners 
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from  the  other  Governments  to  be  detained  so  long  in  this  Place  at 
so  great  a  Distance  from  our  Homes/ 
"A  true  Copy,  Examined  by 

"  GEO.  BANYAR,  D*  C.  of  the  Council." 

"  A  motion  was  made  that  a  Committee  should  be  appointed  to 
draw  up  a  Representation  of  the  present  State  of  the  Colonies, 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  that  the  Gentlemen  who  were  appointed 
to  prepare  and  receive  Plans  or  Schemes  for  the  Union  of  the 
Colonies  the  24th  Ultimo,  should  be  a  Committee  for  this  Pur- 
pose. 

"  The  Plan  for  a  Union  of  the  Colonies  was  debated,  but  the 
Board  came  to  no  Resolve  upon  it. 

"  Adjourned  till  9  o'Clock  to-morrow  morning." 


"  At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany,  Tuesday  the  2d 
July,  1754,  A.  M. 

"  PRESENT : 

"  All  the  Commissioners  from  Massachusetts  Bay,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland. 

"After  Debates  held  on  the  Plan  of  an  Union,  it  was  moved  if 
the  Board  should  proceed  to  form  the  Plan  of  an  Union  of  the 
Colonies  to  be  established  by  an  Act  of  Parliament. 

"Whereupon  it  was  moved  to  put  the  previous  Question,  which 
passed  in  the  Negative.  The  Question  was  then  put  whether  the 
Board  should  proceed  to  form  the  Plan  of  a  Union  of  the  Colonies 
to  be  established  by  Act  of  Parliament,  which  passed  in  the. 
Affirmative. 

"Adjourned  till  three  o'Clock  in  the  Afternoon." 


"  At  a  Meeting  as  aforesaid  on  Tuesday  the  2d  July,  1754,  P.  M. 

"  present : 

"The  Lieutenant  Governor  and  the  Four  Gentlemen  of  the 
Couneil  of  New  York  and  all  the  Commissioners  from  the  several 
Governments  above  mentioned. 

"The  answer  of  the  Six  Nations  to  the  general  Speech  made  to 
them  on  Saturday  last  by  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
New  York;  in  his  Majestie's  Name  and  in  the  Presence  and  Behalf 
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of  the  several  Governments  on  the  Continent  therein  named,  was 
read  and  is  as  follows : 

"  Abraham,  Sachem  of  the  Upper  Castle  of  the  Mohocks,  rose  up 
and  said : 

Ui  Brethren,  You  the  Governor  of  New  York  and  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  -other  Governments,  are  You  ready  to  hear  Us  V 

u  The  Governor  replied  they  were  all  ready. 

"  Then  Hendrick,  Brother  to  the  said  Abraham  and  a  Sachem  of 
the  said  Castle,  rose  up  and  spoke  in  Behalf  of  the  Six  Nations  as 
follows  : 

"  <  Brethren : 

"  '  Just  now  You  told  Us  You  were  ready  to  hear  Us;  hearken 
to  me. 

"  'Brother  Corlear  and  Brothers  of  the  other  Governments  : 
" '  Saturday  last  You  told  Us  that  You  came  here  by  Order  of 
the  Great  King  our  common  Father,  and  in  his  Name  to  renew  the 
antient  Chain  of  Friendship  between  this  and  the  other  Govern- 
ments on  the  Contiuent  and  Us  the  Six  United  Nations ;  and  You 
said  also  that  there  were  then  present  Commissioners  from  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  New  Hampshire,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Maryland,  and  that  Virginia  and  Carolina  desired  to 
be  considered  also  as  present.  We  rejoice  that  by  the  King's 
Orders  We  are  all  met  here  this  Bay,  and  are  glad  to  see  each  Other 
Face  to  Face. 

"  i  We  are  very  thankful  for  the  Same,  and  We  look  upon  the 
Governors  of  South  Carolina  and  Virginia  as  also  present/ 

"  Gave  a  Belt. 
"  <  Brethren  : 

"  '  We  thank  You  in  the  most  hearty  manner  for  your  Condolence 
to  Us.  We  also  condole  all  your  Friends  and  Relations  who  have 
died  since  our  last  Meeting  here/ 

"  Gave  three  Strings  of  Wampum. 

""'  Brethren  (holding  the  Chain  Belt  given  by  his  Honour  and 
the  several  Governments  in  his  Hand)  : 

tt  t  \ye  return  You  all  our  grateful  acknowledgements  for  renew- 
ing and  brightening  the  Covenant  Chain.  This  Chain  Belt  is  of 
very  great  Importance  to  our  United  Nations  and  all  our  Allies. 
We  will  therefore  take  it  to  Onondago  where  our  Council  Fire  always 
burns,  and  keep  it  so  securely  that  neither  Thunder  nor  Lightning 
shall  break  it.  There  we  will  consult  over  it,  and  as  We  have 
Lately  added  two  Links  to  it  so  We  will  use  our  Endeavours  to  add 
as  many  Links  more  to  it  as  lies  in  our  Power,  and  We  hope  when 
We  show  You  this  Belt  again  We  shall  give  You  Reason  to  lvjoice 
at  it  b^  your  seeing  the  Vacancies  in  it  tilled  up  (referring  to  his 
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Honour's  Explanations  of  it  in  the  general  Speech)  :  In  the  mean- 
time We  desire  that  You  will  strengthen  Yourselves  and  bring  as 
many  into  this  Covenant  Chain  as  You  possibly  can.  We  do  now 
solemnly  renew  and  brighten  the  Covenant  Chain  with  our  Brethren 
here  present,  and  all  our  other  absent  Brethren  on  the  Continent. 
" '  Brethren : 

" '  As  to  the  accounts  You  have  heard  of  our  living  dispersed  from 
each  other,  ;tis  very  true.  We  have  several  Times  endeavoured  to 
draw  off  those  our  Brethren  who  are  settled  at  Osweegachie,  but  in 
vain,  for  the  Governor  of  Canada  is  like  a  wicked  deluding  Spirit. 
However,  as  You  desire,  We  shall  persist  in  our  Endeavours. 

"'You  have  asked  Us  the  Reason  of  our  living  in  this  dispersed 
Manner.  The  Reason  is,  your  neglecting  Us  for  these  three  Years 
past.  [Then  taking  a  Stick  and  throwing  it  behind  his  Back.]  You 
have  thus  thrown  Us  behind  your  Backs,  and  disregarded  Us, 
whereas  the  French  are  a  subtle  and  Vigilant  People,  ever  using 
their  utmost  Endeavours  to  seduce  and  bring  our  People  over  to 
them/ 

"G-aveaBelt. 
"'Brethren: 

" '  As  to  the  Encroachments  of  the  French  and  what  You  have 
said  to  Us  on  that  Article  in  the  Behalf  of  the  King  our  Father,  as. 
these  Matters  were  laid  before  Us  as  of  great  Importance  so  We 
have  made  a  strict  Enquiry  amongst  all  our  People,  if  any  of  them 
have  either  sold  or  given  the  French  Leave  to  build  the  Forts  You 
mention,  and  We  cannot  find  that  either  any  Sale  has  been  made  or 
Leave  has  been  given,  but  the  French  have  gone  thither  without  our 
Consent  or  Approbation,  nor  ever  mentioned  it  to  Us. 
"'Brethren: 

"  'The  Governor  of  Virginia  and  the  Governor  of  Canada  are  both 
quarrelling  about  Lands  which  belong  to  Us;  And  such  a  Quarrel 
as  this  may  end  in  our  Destruction.  They  fight  who  shall  have  the 
Land.  The  Governors  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  have  made 
Paths  thro'  our  Country  to  trade,  and  built  Houses  without  acquaint- 
ing Us  with  it.  They  should  first  have  asked  our  Consent  to  build 
there,  as  was  done  when  Oswego  was  built/ 

"  Gave  a  Belt. 
" '  Brethren : 

" '  It  is  very  true,  as  you  told  Us,  that  the  Clouds  hang  heavy 
over  Us,  and  it  fa  not  very  pleasant  to  look  up,  but  We  give  You 
this  Belt  (giving  a  Belt)  to  clear  away  all  Clouds  that  We  may  all 
live  in  bright  Sunshine  and  keep  together  in  strict  Union  and  Friend- 
ship, then  We  shall  become  strong  and  nothing  can  hurt  Us. 
"  'Brethren: 

" '  This  is  the  antient  Place  of  Treaty  where  the  Fire  of  Friend- 


PROVINCIAL  COUNCIL.  81 

always  Used  to  burn,  and  it  is  Now  three  Years  since  We  have  been 
culled  to  any  Public  Treaty  here. 

" '  It  is  true  there  are  Commissioners  here,  but  they  have  never 
invited  Us  to  smoke  with  them  (by  which  they  mean  the  Commis- 
sioners had  never  invited  them  to  any  Conferences),  but  the  Indians 
of  Canada  come  frequently  and  smoke  here,  which  is  for  the  Sake 
of  the  Bearer;  but  We  hate  them  (meaning  the  French  Indians), 
We  have  not  as  yet  confirmed  the  Peace  with  them;  It  is  your  Fault, 
Brethren,  that  We  are  not  strengthened  by  Conquest,  for  We  would 
have  gone  and  taken  Crown  Point  but  You  hindered  Us.  We  had 
concluded  to  go  and  take  it,  but  We  were  told  it  was  too  late,  and 
that  the  Ice  would  not  bear  Us.  Instead  of  this  You  burnt  your 
own  Fort  at  Saraghtoga  and  run  away  from  it,  which  was  a  Shame 
and  a  Scandal  to  You.  Look  about  your  Country  and  see  you  have 
no  Fortifications  about  You;  no,  not  even'  to  this  City.  It  is  but 
one  step  from  Canada  hither,  and  the  French  may  easily  come  and 
turn  You  out  of  your  Doors. 

"  ' Brethren: 

"'You  desired  Us  to  speak  from  the  Bottom  of  our  Hearts,  and 
We  shall  do  it.  Look  about  You  and  see  all  these  Houses  full  of 
Beaver,  and  the  Money  is  all  gone  to  Canada;  likewise  Powder, 
Lead,  and  Guns,  which  the  French  now  make  Use  of  at  Ohio. 

"'Brethren : 

"'The  Goods  which  go  from  hence  to  Oswego  go  from  thence  to 
Ohio,  which  further  enables  the  French  to  carry  on  their  Designs  at 
the  Ohio. 

"'Brethren: 

'"You  were  desirous  that  We  should  open  our  Minds  and  our 
Hearts  to  You.  Look  at  the  French,  they  are  Men;  they  are  for- 
tifying every  where.  But  We  are  ashamed  to  say  it,  You  are  ail 
like  Women,  bare  and  open  without  any  Fortifications.' 

"  Here  Hendrick  ended  his  Speech.  His  Brother  Abraham  then 
rose  up  and  said : 

"  '  Brethren : 

"'We  would  let  You  know  what  was  our  Desire  three  Years 
ago  when  Col.  Johnson  laid  down  the  Management  of  Indian  Af- 
fairs, which  gave  Us  great  Uneasiness.  The  Governor  then  told 
Us  it  was  not  in  his  Power  to  continue  him,  but  that  he  would  con- 
sult with  the  Council  at  New  York,  that  he  was  going  over  to  Eng- 
land, and  promised  to  recommend  our  Desire  that  Col.  Johns  a 
should  have  the  Management  of  Indian  A  Hairs  to  the  King,  that 
the  new  Governor  might  have  Power  to  reinstate  him.  We  long 
waited  in  Expectation  of  this  being  done,  but  hearing  no  more  of  it 
We  embrace  this  Opportunity  of  laying  this  Belt  (and  gave  a  Belt) 
before  all  our  Brethren  here  present,  and  desire  them  thai 
Vol.  vi.— 0. 
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Johnson  may  be  reinstated  and  have  the  Management  of  Indian  Affairs, 
for  We  all  lived  happy  whilst  they  were  under  his  Management,  for 
We  love  him  and  he  has  always  been  our  good  and  trusty  Friend. 
"  *  Brethren  : 

"  i  I  forgot  something.  We  think  our  Request  about  Col.  John- 
son which  Governor  Clinton  promised  to  carry  to  the  King  our 
Father  is  drowned  in  the  Sea.  The  Fire  here  is  burnt  out,  and 
(turning  his  Face  to  the  New  York  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs 
at  Albany,  who  were  there  present)  desired  them  to  take  Notice  of 
what  he  said.' 

"  Which  answer  from  the  Indians  was  debated  Paragraph  by 
Paragraph,  and  those  Gentlemen  who  were  appointed  a  Committee 
to  prepare  a  general  Speech  the  19th  Ultimo  were  now  appointed  to 
draw  up  a  Reply. 

"  Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o' Clock/' 


"  At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany,  Wednesday,  3d 
July,  1754,  A.  M. 

" PRESENT : 

"  William  Smith'8      j  Es(luires>  of  the  Council  of  New  York. 

"T  1     Oh     dl  '    k    I  Esquires,  Commissioners  for  Massachusets 
"  Oliver  Patridge,      J         c  ?' 

"  Theodore  Atkinson  &  Richd-  Wybert,  Esq™"  Commrs-  from  N. 
Hampshire. 

"  The  Commissioners  from  Connecticut. 

"  Martin  Howard,  Esquire,  a  Commissioner  from  Rhode  Island. 

"  All  the  Commissioners  from  Pennsylvania. 

"  Benjamin  Tasker,  Esqr.,  One  of  the  Comrs-  from  Maryland. 

"  A  Draught  of  the  Reply  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  Speech  of 
the  Six  Nations  of  the  First  Instant,  which  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed Yesterday  Afternoon  had  drawn  up,  was  read.  Mr.  Cham- 
bers desired  to  carry  it  to  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  for 
his  Opinion,  which  was  agreed  to. 

"  Took  their  Seats  at  the  Board, 

"  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor. 

"Joseph  Murray  and  William  Johnson,  Esquires,  of  the  Council 
of  New  York. 

"  Thomas  Hutchinson  and  John  Worthington,  Esquires,  Commis- 
sioners for  Massachusets  Bay. 

"  Mesheck  Wear  and  Henry  Sherburne,  Esquires,  Commissioners 
for  New  Hampshire. 
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"Stephen  Hopkins,  One  of  the  Commissioners  from  Rhode 
Island. 

"  Abraham  Barnes,  Esquire,  One  of  the  Commissioners  from 
Maryland. 

u  His  Honour  laid  before  the  Board  certain  Matters  which  he 
proposed  to  be  inserted  in  the  Reply  to  be  made  to  the  Six  Na- 
tions, which,  together  with  the  Draught  from  the  Committee,  was 
read  and  debated. 

"  The  Commissioners  from  Pennsylvania  also  laid  before  the  Board 
an  Addition  in  Behalf  of  their  Province,  and  proposed  it  to  be 
added  to  the  Reply.  The  Commissioners  from  Massachusets,  New 
Hampshire,  and  Connecticut,  proposed  also  some  Additions. 

"  These  several  Draughts  being  read  and  considered,  the  follow- 
ing Reply  to  the  Six  Nations  was  agreed  upon  by  the  Board : 
" i  Brethren  : 

" '  It  gives  Us  great  Pleasure  to  see  You  so  ready  to  renew  and 
brighten  the  antient  Chain  of  Friendship.     We  wish  the  further 
Extension  of  it,  and  shall  not  fail  joining  our  utmost  Endeavours 
for  that  Purpose. 
" '  Brethren : 

" '  We  are  sorry  that  any  Neglect  has  been  shown  to  You,  and 
We  hope  that  nothing  of  that  Kind  will  happen  hereafter  or  any 
Misunderstanding  arise  between  You  and  any  of  his  Majestie's 
Governments.  You  are  our  old  and  Steady  Friends.  We  assure 
You  not  one  Thought  has  ever  come  into  our  Minds  of  rejecting 
You.  Our  Hearts  have  ever  been  warm  towards  You,  and  We  now 
gladly  meet  and  open  our  Hearts  to  You  j  the  Covenant  is  renewed, 
the  Chain  is  brightened,  the  Fire  burns  clear,  and  We  hope  all 
Things  will  be  pleasant  on  both  Sides  for  the  Future/ 

"  A  Belt. 
"  <  Brethren  : 

" '  We  gladly  understand  that  You  gave  no  Countenance  to  the 
French  who  went  to  Ohio  and  have  entered  on  your  Lands;  they 
are  always  your  and  our  open  or  secret  Enemies.  You  did  put  this 
Land  under  the  King  our  Father.  He  is  now  taking  care  to  pre- 
serve it  for  You.  For  this  End,  among  Others,  He  has  directed  Us 
to  meet  You  here,  for  altho'  the  Land  is  under  the  King's  Govern- 
ment, yet  the  Property  or  Power  of  selling  it  to  any  of  his  Majes- 
tie's Subjects  having  Authority  from  him,  We  always  considered  as 
Vested  in  You. 

"<  Brethren: 

"'You  say  that  the  Governors  of  Virginia  and  Canada  are  fight- 
ing about  Lands  belonging  to  you,  and  that  the  Governors  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Pennsylvania  have  opened  new  Roads  and  built  Houses 
at  Ohio. 
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"  '  What  Yoit  say  is  a  great  Surprize  to  Us.  We  all  know  that 
for  Five  Years  past  in  ilie  Face  of  all  the  Six  Nations,  in  open  Day 
Light  the  French  have  been  marching  Troops  into  that  Country, 
which  We  ever  did  and  do  still  acknowledge  to  belong  to  You,  tho" 
within  your  Father  the  King  of  Great  Britain's  Dominions,  and 
under  his  Protection.  And  the  French  did  publish  every  where 
their  Designs  to  build  Forts  and  drive  away  the  English  Traders, 
and  they  did  carry  them  into  Execution  by  seizing  the  Traders, 
And  did  last  Year  actually  build  Two  Forts-  in  that  Country.  But 
.  we  never  heard,  notwithstanding  these  open  Hostilities  of  the 
French,  that  ever  Virginia  or  Pennsylvania  sent  one  Soldier  or 
bulk  one  House  for  their  and  your  Protection  till  this  present 
Year.  * 

" '  It  is  fortunate  that  Mr.  Weiser,  who  transacts  the  publick 
Business  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  with  your  Nations,  and  is 
one  of  your  Council  and  knows  these  Matters  well,  is  now  present. 
Hear  the  account  he  gives,  and  that  will  set  this  matter  in  a  true 
Light/ 

"  Mr.  Weiser  was  then  to  say  as  follows: 
".'Brethren: 

"  'The  Road  to  Ohio  is  no  new  Boad,  it  is  an  old  and  frequented 
Load •  the  Shawonese  and  Delawares  removed  thither  above  thirty 
Years  ago  from  Pennsylvania,  ever  since  which  that  lioad  has  been 
travelled  by  our  Traders  at  their  Invitation,  and  always  with  Safety, 
until  within  these  few  Years  that  the  French  with  their  usual 
Faithlessness  sent  armies  there,  threatned  the  Indians,  and  ob- 
structed our  Trade  with  them.  The  Governor  of  Virginia  observ- 
ing these  Hostilities  in  Time  of  full  Peace,  sent  his  Majesty  an 
Account  of  them.  His  Majesty  was  pleased  to  order  his  Governor 
to  hold  an  Interview  with  the  Six  Nations  to  consult  measures 
with  them  how  to  put  a  Stop  to  these  French  Proceedings,  equally 
injurious  to  them  as  to  his  Subjects.  And  that  they  might  better 
know  them  it  was  thought  the  Interview  might  best  be  held  at 
some  Place  near  the  Country  where  these  hostile  Proceedings  were 
carried  on.  His  Majesty  likewise  ordered  a  Present  to  the  Six 
Nations  as  a  further  Token  of  his  affection  for  them.  Accordingly  Mr. 
Weiser  in  1750  was  sent  to  Onondago  by  the  Governor  of  Virginia, 
and  invited  the  Indians  to  come  and  treat  at  Fredericksburg,  in 
•that  Province,  and  receive  the  King's  Present,  but  could  not  pre- 
vail. The  Governor  of  Virginia  finding  the  French  still  continuing 
their  Hostilities,  sent  Commissioners  in  1751  to  the  Indians  at 
Ohio  and  delivered  them  the  King's  Present,  and  by  a  Beit  of 
Wampum  proposed  that  a  strong  House  might  be  built  near  the 
mwith  of  Mobongialo  for  their  mutual  Protection.  The  Indians 
made  answer  that  they  were  well  pleased  with  the  Proposal,  and 
would  send  that  Belt  to  Onondago  and  join  one  of  their  own  to  it. 
Nothing  was  heard  of  this  Belt,  and  the  last  Year  the  French  invaded 
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the  Country  of  Ohio  with  a  strong  hand,  whereupon  the  Indians  re- 
siding there,  your  Mesh  and  Blood,  sent  repeated  Messages  to  the 
Governor  of  Virginia  to  send  his  Young  Men  to  their  Assistance. 
But  he  being  a  Person  of  great  Forethought  and  Prudence  still 
forbore  to  do  it,  and  instead  thereof  sent  two  Messages  by  Mr. 
Andrew  Montour  to  Onondago  for  your  Advice  how  to  act.  It 
happened  that  no  Council  could  be  called  at  either  Time.  The 
Chiefs  of  Onondago  desired  Mr.  Montour  to  tell  their  Brother  the 
Governor  of  Virginia  to  act  cautiously,  and  let  the  French  strike 
the  first  Blow. 

" l  The  French  then  coming  nearer  and  nearer,  Tanacharisson 
(otherwise  called  the  Half  King)  was  sent  to  them  by  the  United 
Kations  at  Ohio,  together  with  the  Shawonese  and  Delawares,  to 
forewarn  them  off  their  Land.  In  the  mean  time  other  Chiefs  of 
these  several  Nations  came  to  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  and  told 
Us  what  they  had  agreed  upon  in  Council,  viz**:  that  they  the  Best 
of  the  Chiefs  should  come  to  Us  and  desire  Us  to  call  our  People 
from  over  the  Allegheny  Hills,  to  prevent  Bloodshed  between  the 
English  and  French.  But  when  these  Indians  returned  and  found 
that  the  French  paid  no  Regard  to  their  Warning,  but  told  them 
positively  that  if  they  opposed  their  taking  Possession  of  that 
Country  they  would  cut  them  off,  they  sent  repeated  Messages  to 
the  Governors  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  to  apprize  them  of  their, 
the  Indians'  immediate  Danger,  telling  them  they  would  find  nothing 
but  the  Ashes  of  their  Houses  and  their  Bones  if  they  did  not 
forthwith  send  Warriors  and  build  them  a  House  to  fly  to.  Having 
a  late  Example  before  their  Eyes  in  that  the  French  had  fallen 
upon  their  Brethren  the  Twightwees  on  a  sudden  and  killed  them 
in  their  Houses,  as  well  as  some  English  who  were  there  trading 
with  them. 

"  '  On  this  melancholy  News,  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  agreeable 
to  the  Bequest  of  the  Indians,  sent  People  to  build  an  House  at  the 
Mouth  of  Mohongialo;  but  before  they  had  finished  it  the  French 
came  down  the  River  with  a  Thousand  Men  and  18  Cannon,  and 
told  the  People  who  were  building  it,  and  were  but  44  in  Number, 
that  they  must  either  fight  or  give  up  Possession,  which  last  they 
were  obliged  to  do  on  Account  of  the  superior  Force  of  the  French, 
il  l  Brethren  : 

"  c  This  is  the  Truth,  which  We  have  thought  proper  to  relate  so 
particularly  that  the  prudent  and  cautious  Conduct  of  Virginia 
might  be  known  to  the  Six  Nations.  As  to  Pennsylvania,  they 
have  never  sent  a  Warrior  or  built  a  Fort  at  Ohio.  This  Belt  is 
given  to  confirm  what  is  said  and  that  you  may  remember  what  has 
now  been  related  to  You.' 

MA  Belt. 

"Here  Mr.  Weiscr's  Relation  ends. 
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"<  Brethren: 

"  '  You  tell  Us  We  are  open  and  defenceless.  We  are  consulting 
how  far  it  will  be  necessary  to  fortify  our  Frontiers.  At  the  same 
time  We  expect  You  will  take  Care  to  keep  your  People  from  going 
over  to  the  French.  We  are  able  when  united  with  you  to  resist 
any  Force  the  French  and  their  Allies  can  bring  against  Us.' 

"  The  following  Paragraphs  were  to  be  spoken  by  the  Governor 
of  New  York  in  his  own  Name  : 
" '  Brethren  : 

" l  You  have  told  me  that  this  is  the  Place  of  Treaty;  that  it  is 
now  three  Years  ago  since  You  were  asked  to  smoke  a  Pipe  here ; 
that  there  are  Commissioners,  but  they  have  never  invited  You  to 
smoke  with  them. 

"  '  It  was  their  Duty  on  their  Appointment  to  acquaint  You  with 
it,  and  to  invite  You  to  smoke  with  them  and  to  rekindle  the  Fire, 
which  was  then  almost  extinguished;  and  if  they  had  done  it 
earlier  and  before  I  sent  them  Directions,  it  would  have  been  very 
agreeable  to  me. 
"  l  Brethren : 

"  'You  say  the  Houses  here  are  full  of  Beaver.  This  is  a  Trading 
Place,  and  the  Merchants  have  a  Bight  to  traffick  for  Beaver  or 
other  Skins,  which  they  sometimes  pay  for  in  Goods  and  sometimes 
in  Money.  But  as  to  what  You  say  about  Guns  and  Powder  being 
sold  to  the  French,  I  have  made  all  the  Enquiry  I  could  into  this 
Matter  and  am  assured  you  are  misinformed,  for  that  neither 
Guns  nor  Powder  are  sold  by  any  Persons  here  to  the  French. 
"  'Brethren: 

"  'You  tell  me  that  whilst  Col.  Johnson  had  the  Management  of 
Indian  Affairs  You  all  lived  happy ;  that  You  loved  him,  and  he 
You,  and  that  he  has  always  been  your  good  and  trusty  Friend.  I 
am  very  sensible  You  had  good  Beason  to  look  upon  him  in  this 
Light,  and  fully  convinced  that  he  is  still  your  Friend ;  but  as  this 
is  the  Place  where  the  antient  Fire  was  kindled,  which  was  nearly 
burnt  out,  and  as  Col.  Johnson  for  some  Beasons  declined  the 
Management  of  Indian  Aifairs,  it  was  thought  proper  to  rekindle 
the  Fire  here  by  appointing  Commissioners,1  whom  I  shall  direct  to 
receive  and  consult  with  You  upon  all  Business  that  may  concern 
our  mutual  Interests ;  and  I  expect  that  You  will  for  the  future 
apply  to  them,  according  to  the  Custom  of  your  Forefathers,  to  tell 
your  News,  and  in  Return  to  receive  from  them  what  shall  be  thought 
necessary  to  be  imparted  to  you,  and  I  will  give  them  Directions  that 
they  treat  You  with  the  Affection  due  to  You  as  Brethren.  I  will 
make  Tryal  of  them  another  Year,  and  if  You  do  not  meet  with  the 
kind  Treatment  You  have  a  Bight  to  expect,  complain  to  this  Gov- 
ernment and  effectual  measures  shall  be  taken  for  your  Satisfac- 
tion/ 
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«  Gave  a  Belt. 

"  The  following  was  to  be  spoke  by  Mr.  Kellogg,  Interpreter, 
from  Massachusetts  Bay : 
"<  Brethren: 

" '  We  have  agreed  to  tell  all  News  and  take  Council  together. 
"VVe  cannot  part  till  we  have  told  you  the  News  from  England,  tho' 
at  a  considerable  Distance  from  You.  The  French  have  the  same 
bad  designs  there  as  well  as  at  Ohio.  They  are  very  fond  to  get 
Kennebeck  River.  We  have  News  of  their  beginning  a  Fort  at 
the  Head  of  that  River.  A  Priest  of  theirs  has  built  a  House  a 
.great  way  down  that  River.  Governor  Shirley  has  raised  800  Men 
and  is  gone  down  to  drive  them  away,  and  to  build  an  English 
Fort  at  the  Head  or  far  up  the  said  River  Kennebeck.  We  have 
News  also  that  the  French  are  building  a  Fort  up  Connecticut 
River  Northward  of  Cowass.  The  Governor  of  New  Hampshire 
"has  now  sent  a  Company  of  Men  up  that  River  to  enquire  into  the 
Fact,  and  if  true  to  drive  them  immediately  off.  In  another  Part 
of  the  Government  of  New  Hampshire  a  number  of  the  St.  Francis' 
Indians  have  lately  taken  a  Family,  consisting  of  a  Man  and  his 
Wife  and  three  Children,  and  carried  them  into'  Captivity  from  an 
Out  Settlement  on  Merrimack  River,  and  this  contrary  to  their 
solemn  Engagement  at  a  Treaty  held  with  them. 

" '  We  have  also  News  that  a  number  of  Indians  have  murdered 
twenty-one  English  Fishermen  at  Canso,  and  had  carried  their 
Scalps  to  Cape  Breton,  where  they  were  well  received,  and  it  is 
said  rewarded/ 

"  The  Board  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o' Clock. 


11  At  a  Meeting  at  the  Court  House  in  Albany,  Thursday,  July 
4th,  1754,  A.  M. 

"  PRESENT : 

"The  Four  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  of  New  York,  and  all  the 
'Commissioners  of  the  several  Governments. 

"  The  Plan  for  a  Union  of  the  Colonies  was  debated,  but  nothing 
was  finally  determined  on. 

"Adjourned  till  three  O'clock  this  afternoon. 


"At  a  Meeting  as  above,  Thursday  the  fourth  July,  1754,  P.  M. 

"present: 
"  All  the  Commissioners  for  the  several  Governments. 
"  The  Plan  for  a  Union  was  further  considered,  but  no  Resolves 
made  thereupon. 
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"  The  Board  receiving  a  Message  from  his  Honour  the  Governor 
of  New  York  that  the  Indians  were  seated  in  order  to  speak  to  his 
Honour  and  the  Commissioners,  the  Board  adjourned  to  nine  o' Clock 
to-morrow  morning  and  waited  upon  the  Governor. 


"  At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany,  Friday,  July  5th, 
1754,  A.  M. 

"  PRESENT  I 

"All  the  Commissioners  for  the  several  Governments. 

"The  Rejoinder  of  the  Six  Nations,  spoke  yesterday  Afternoon, 
was  read  to  the  Board  and  Ordered  to  be  minuted  as  follows : 

("The  following  Speech  is  chiefly  a  Rejoinder  to  the  Reply  made 
to  the  Six  Nations  on  the  third  Instant :) 

" '  Brother  of  New  York  and  Brethren  of  the  several  Govern- 
ments: We  on  our  Sides  are  equally  rejoiced  as  You  have  expressed 
yourselves  on  the  renewing  and  brightening  the  antient  Covenant 
Chain  between  all  his  Majestie's  Governments  on  the  Continent 
and  Us  of  the  Six  United  Nations. 

"  'As  to  what  the  Governor  of  New  York  told  Us  yesterday,  re- 
lating to  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  at  Albany,  We  are 
much  obliged  to  him  for  his  Promise  to  direct  them  to  take  Notice 
of  Us  for  the  future,  that  he  will  try  them  for  one  Year  longer,  and 
for  giving  Us  Leave  to  acquaint  this  Government  if  they  do  not 
treat  Us  as  Brethren. 

"  'Brethren,  We  have  told  the  Governor  of  New  York  how  Col. 
Johnson  has  behaved  to  Us  and  our  Opinion  of  him,  and  the  Dan- 
ger we  thought  Ourselves  in  by  his  leaving  off  the  Management  of 
Indian  Affairs.  If  he  fails  Us  We  die.  However,  Wre  agree  to 
what  the  Governor  has  proposed  to  Us.  He  is  Master  of  all  to  do 
what  he  pleases,  and  We  submit  the  whole  Affair  to  him/ 

"  Gave  a  Belt. 
"  'Brethren : 

" '  We  are  very  thankful  to  the  King,  our  Father,  for  ordering 
Commissioners  from  so  many  Governments  to  meet  here  in  order  to 
enquire  into  all  Matters  relating  to  Us,  and  to  put  every  thing  on 
a  right  Footing.  We  rejoice  that  We  have  opened  our  Hearts  to 
each  other,  and  "We  return  the  Governor  and  all  the  Commissioners 
from  the  several  Governments  our  thanks  for  the  same. 
"  <  Brethren : 

"  '  Some  time  ago  the  King,  our  Father,  sent  a  Present  to  the 
Governor  of  Virginia,  who  sent  a  Messenger  to  the  Six  Nations 
that  We  should  come  down  and  receive  it,  but  we  cou'd  not  come. 
We  have  since  been  informed  that  the  Present  was  sent  to  Ohio/ 
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"  The  Speaker  then  proceeded  to  repeat  the  Substance  of  what  was 
said  to  them  yesterday  on  the  Part  of  Pennsylvania  by  their  Inter- 
preter Mr.  Weiser  : 

"  '  We  allow  that  the.  Road  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio  is  no  new 
Road,  but  has  been  travelled  there  thirty  Years  by  the  Traders. 

" '  We  thank  the  Governor  of  Virginia  for  assisting  the  Indians 
at  Ohio,  who  are  our  Relations  and  Allies;  and  We  approve  of  the 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania  not  having  yet  intermeddled  in  the 
Affair.  He  is  a  wise,  a  prudent  Man,  and  will  Know  his  own 
Time. 

"'"We  return  the  Governor  of  New  York  and  all  the  other 
Governments  our  most  hearty  thanks  (here  the  Speaker  made  Rows 
to  his  Honour  and  all  the  Commissioners)  for  the  Promise  of  Pro- 
tection given  Us  of  our  Lands  and  the  Acknowledgment  that  the 
Right  of  settling  it  is  in  Us/ 

"  Gave  a  Belt. 
" '  Brethren  : 

"  '  We  put  You  in  Mind  in  our  former  Speech  of  the  defenceless 
State  o'f  your  Frontiers,  particularly  of  this  City,  of  Schenectady, 
and  of  the  Country  of  the  Five  Nations.  You  told  Us  Yesterday 
You  were  consulting  about  securing  both  yourselves  and  Us.  We 
beg  You  will  resolve  on  something  speedily ;  You  are  not  safe  from 
Danger  one  day.  The  French  have  their  Hatchet  in  their  Hands 
both  at  Ohio  and  in  two  Places  in  New  England.  We  don't  know 
but  this  very  Night  they  may  attack  Us. 

"  (  One  of  the  principal  Reasons  why  We  desire  You  will  be 
speedy  in  these  Matters  is  that  since  Col.  Johnson  has  been  in  this 
City  there  has  been  a  French  Indian  at  his  House  who  took  Measure 
of  the  Wall  round  it,  and  made  very  narrow  Observation  on  every 
Thing  thereabouts. 

u  '  We  think  him  (Col.  Johnson)  in  very  great  Danger  because 
-the  French  will  take  more  than  ordinary  Pains  either  to  kill  him  or 
take  him  Prisoner  on  account  of  his  great  Interest  among  Us,  and 
being  also  one  of  the  Five  Nations  [Col.  Johnson  is  One  of  their 
.Sachems]. ' 

"  Upon  this  they  gave  Four  Strings  of  Wampum. 

61  The  Board  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  Plan  for  a  Union, 
but  did  not  get  thro'  with  it. 

¥  Adjourned  to  nine  O'Clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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"  At  a  Meeting  held  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany,  Saturday, 
July  6th,  1754,  A.  M. 

" present: 

"  All  the  Commissioners  for  Massachusetts  Bay. 

"  William  Pitkin  &  Roger  Wolcot,  Esquires,  Commissioners  for 
Connecticut. 

"  The  Commissioners  for  Rhode  Island. 

"John  Penn,  Isaac  Norris,  &  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esquires, 
Commissioners  for  Pennsylvania. 

"  The  Commissioners  for  Maryland. 

"His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  sent  to  the  Board  the 
Speech  he  proposes  to  make  to  the  River  Indians,  which  the  Board 
agreed  to  with  a  small  Addition,  which  was  sent  in  Writing  to  the 
Governor. 

"The  Board  having  been  informed  by  Mr.  Peters  that  the  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  of  New  York  sent  for  him  last  Night,  and  told 
him  his  Provisions  were  expended,  and  he  could  no  longer  maintain 
the  Indians,  and  he  expected  the  Commissioners  would  maintain 
them,  and  gave  him  the  List  of  what  had  been  allowed  1$)  Day  to 
the  Five  Nations  exclusive  of  the  River  Indians. 

"  The  Board  hereupon  resolved  that  they  would  take  the  Charge 
of  supporting  the  Indians  upon  themselves. 

"  Mesheck  Weare  and  Henry  Sherburne,  Esquires,  Commissioners 
for  New  Hampshire  took  their  Seats. 

"The  Committee  appointed  the  first  Instant  to  draw  up  a  Re- 
presentation of  the  present  State  of  the  Colonies  with  relation  to 
the  French,  delivered  the  same  to  the  Board,  which  was  read  and 
ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table  for  the  Consideration  of  the  Com- 
missioners, 

"The  Secretary  presented  to  the  Board  a  Draught  of  the  Speech 
which  his  Honour  proposed  to  deliver  to  the  Six  Nations  this  Af- 
ternoon, and  also  the  following  Message  from  his  Honour  that  the 
Board  would  please  to  send  him  any  Alterations  or  Additions  which 
they  might  think  proper  to  be  made  to  the  same  Draught;  that  his 
Honour  intended  when  he  made  the  Speech  to  the  Indians  to  read 
to  them  the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  New  York  concerning 
the  Sale  of  Rum  to  the  Indians;  and  that  he  also  recommended 
the  Request  of  the  Upper  Castle  of  the  Mohocks  for  a  Church  to 
the  Board.  The  Secretary  also  brought  back  his  Honour's  Appro- 
bation to  the  small  addition  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  Speech 
intended  to  be  made  to  the  River  Indians.  Which  Speech  is  as 
follows  : 
" '  Brethren : 

"  '  I  have  sent  for  you  here  to  give  you  fresh  assurances  of  the 
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Great  King  our  Father's  Protection,  and  that  we  might,  with  the 
Commissioners  whom  You  now  see  assembled  here  from  the  Gov- 
ernments of  Massachusetts  Bay,  New  Hampshire,  Connecticut, 
Rhode  Island,  Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland,  strengthen  and  brighten 
the  Covenant  Chain. 

" '  We  are  glad  to  see  You  at  this  your  old  meeting  Place,  and 
We  do  now,  in  his  Majestie'sname,  and  in  behalf  of  all  his  Colonies, 
renew  the  Antient  Covenant  Chain  of  Friendship,  that  it  may  be 
stronger  and  brighter  than  ever,  which  We  recommend  to  You  to 
preserve  clean  and  free  from  Rust  by  a  peaceable  and  affectionate 
Behaviour  to  all  your  Brethren,  and  especially  to  those  who  live 
near  You,  and  You  may  then  with  Confidence  rely  on  the  Favour  of 
this  and  all  his  Majestie's  Governments. 

"  *  As  a  Proof  of  the  King  your  Father's  tender  Regard  for  you, 
I  shall  deliver  You  a  Present  he  has  sent  You,  consisting  of  such 
Necessaries  as  You  may  want,  And  the  Commissioners  from  Each 
of  the  Governments  have  contributed  towards  a  Present  for  You 
also.  All  which  Presents  shall  be  here  ready  for  You  in  the  After- 
noon/ 

"  Elisha  Williams,  Esquire,  Commissioner  for  Connecticut,  took 
his  Seat.  On  a  Motion  made  and  seconded  that  a  Message  be  sent 
to  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  York,  relating  to 
the  Answer  ho  proposes  to  make  to  the  Six  Nations,  Mr.  Hutchinson 
and  Mr.  Franklin  were  appointed  to  prepare  the  same. 

"  Theodore  Atkinson  and  Richard  Wibird,  Esquires,  Commis- 
sioners for  New  Hampshire,  took  their  Seats ;  as  did  also  Richard 
Peters,  Esquire,  One  of  the  Commissioners  for  Pennsylvania. 

"  Mr.  Hutchinson  reported  the  following  Message : 
"  '  May  it  please  your  Honour  : 

" l  The  Commissioners  from  the  several  Governments  now  met  at 
Albany,  observe  that  in  the  Speech  your  Honour  proposes  to  make 
this  Day  to  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  which  You  have 
caused  to  be  communicated  to  the  Board  by  their  Secretary,  no 
Notice  is  taken  of  the  Complaints  of  the  said  Indians  relating  to 
their  Lands.  This  Complaint  seems,  by  the  Letter  from  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Lords  of  Trade,  which  your  Honour  has  laid  before 
the  Board,  to  have  been  the  principal  Occasion  of  this  unusual  and 
expensive  Meeting  of  Commissioners  from  so  many  Colonics,  and  it 
appears  by  the  last  Answer  from  the  Indians  that  their  Uneasiness 
still  remains. 

" '  The  Commissioners  therefore  think  it  incumbent  on  them  to 
pray  your  Honour  that  they  may  be  acquainted  with  the  particulars 
of  the  Complaint,  and  that  they  may  have  an  Opportunity  of  con- 
sulting with  your  Honour  proper  Measures  for  removing  the  Causes; 
thereof.'     Which  was  read  and  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  it  was 
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thereupon  ordered  that  Mr.  Wells  and  Mr.  Pitkin  wait  upon  his 
Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  with  the  same. 
"Adjourned  to  three  o'Cloek  this  Afternoon. " 


"  At  a  Meeting,  &ca-  on  Saturday  the  Sixth  July,  1754,  P.  M. 

" PRESENT : 

"  All  the  Commissioners  from  Massachusetts  Bay,  All  the  Com- 
missioners for  New  Hampshire,  The  Commissioners  from  Connecti- 
cut, Stephen  Hopkins,  Esquire,  Commissioner  from  llhode  Island. 

{'  Mr.  Wells  reported  to  the  Board  that  he  and  Mr.  Pitkin  had 
delivered  the  Message  they  were  appointed  in  the  morning  to  deliver 
to  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  York. 

"The  Four  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  of  New  York,  Martin 
Howard,  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  Abraham  Barnes,  Esquires,  took 
their  Seats. 

"  Mr.  Murray  delivered  to  the  Board  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant 
Governor's  Answer  in  Writing  to  the  Message  delivered  to  his 
Honour  in  the  Morning  by  Mr.  Wells  and  Mr.  Pitkin,  which  was 
read,  and  is  as  follows  : 

" '  Gentlemen  : 

"  '  In  answer  to  your  Message  to  me  of  this  Bay,  I  acquaint  You 
that  Yesterday  I  had  the  Sachems  of  the  Connajohary  Castle  be- 
fore me  in  Council  to  conclude  the  Matter  in  Controversy  between 
some  Germans  and  one  Teady  Magin  relating  to  an  Indian  Purchase 
that  had  occasioned  the  greatest  Uneasiness  among  the  Indians  of 
that  Castle,  which  after  two  Meetings  was  then  formally  and  finally 
settled  to  the  Satisfaction  of  all  Parties. 

u  'I  then  took  Occasion  to  observe  to  them  that  at  their  Meeting 
on  the  second  Instant  I  desired  them  to  open  their  minds  fully,  and 
that  I  expected  they  would  then  have  laid  all  their  Complaints  be- 
fore me,  That  as  to  what  they  had  mentioned  in  their  publick  Speech 
on  the  fourth  Instant,  I  was  not  acquainted  with  any  other  particular 
Complaints  until  I  came  to  this  Place,  being  abroad  on  the  Circuit 
at  the  Time  they  made  them  at  New  York,  and  then  I  promised 
that  as  soon  as  I  returned  thither  I  would  look  into  them  and  do  all 
the  Justice  that  lay  in  my  Power,  with  which  they  declared  them- 
selves well  satisfied  and  thanked  me. 

"  <  JAS.  BELANCEY. 
"  <  Albany,  6th  July,  1754.' 

"The  Board  being  obliged  to  attend  at  the  Interview  of  the 
Schaticook  and  Ilivcr  Indians,  Adjourned  to  .Monday  Morning  at 
nine  o'Cloek." 
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"  At  a  Meeting,  &"■»  at  Albany,  on  Monday  the  8th  Instant,  175-1, 
A.  M. 

"  present: 

"  William  Johnson  and  William  Smith,  Esquires,  Two  of  the 
Council  of  New  York,  and  all  Commissioners. 

"  The  Speech  proposed  by  his  Honour  to  be  made  to  the  Indians 
of  the  Six  Nations  having  been  again  read  to  the  Board,  and  the 
Complaint  of  the  Indians  relative  to  their  Lands  coming  under  their 
Consideration,  the  Board  were  acquainted  that  Mr.  William  Living- 
stone and  Mr.  William  Alexander,  Two  of  the  Heirs  or  Devises  of 
Philip  Livingston,  Esquire,  Deceased,  the  Proprietor  or  Patentee  of 
the  Lands  on  which  Connajohary  Castle  stands,  had  declared  their 
Readiness  to  give  up  all  Right  to  said  Patents  or  such  Parts  as 
shall  be  thought  necessary,  it  was  ordered  that  said  Mr.  Livingstone 
and  Mr.  Alexander  be  informed  that  the  Board  desired  to  speak 
with  them.  Mr.  Livingstone  and  Mr.  Alexander  being  present,  in- 
formed the  Board  that  their  Father  wTas  one  among  other  Patentees 
of  the  Lands  mentioned,  that  they  were  interested  I  Each  of  them 
in  their  Father's  Right. 

"The  Circumstances  of  his  Title  they  had  made  no  Enquiry  into, 
but  were  ready  to  make  any  Resignation  which  either  Justice  or  the 
publick  Service  required. 

"  The  Board  being  informed  that  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor desired  a  Gentleman  from  Each  Government  might  be  ap- 
pointed to  be  present  with  him  in  making  Enquiry  of  the  Indians 
of  the  Connajohary  Castle  how  far  they  were  satisfied  respecting 
their  Land,  Mr.  Peters  and  Mr.  Howard  were  appointed  to  wait  on 
the  Governor  and  acquaint  him  that  the  Board  agreed  to  the  Pro- 
posal; accordingly  Mr.  Hutchinson  was  appointed  for  Massachusetts 
Bay,  Col.  Atkinson  for  New  Hampshire,  Col.  Walcott  for  Connec- 
ticut, Mr.  Hopkins  for  Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Norria  for  Pennsylvania, 
Col.  Tasker  for  Maryland. 

"Joseph  Murray  and  John  Chambers,  Esquires,  of  the  Council  of 
New  York,  took  their  Seats. 

"  His  Honour's  Draught  of  the  Speech  he  proposes  to  make  to 
the  Six  Nations  which  was  delivered  to  the  Board  the  Sixth  Instant 
was  read,  and  after  Debate  had  thereon  relative  to  the  Rum 

amongst  them  and  the  Connajohary's  Desire  about  a  Church, 
alterations  and  additions  to  it  were  agreed  to  be  proposed  bo  his 
Honour. 

"The  Representation  of  the  present  State  of  the  Colonies 
again  read  through,  but  no  final  Resolution  thereon  agreed  to. 

"The  Answers  of  the   Schaakticook  and  River  Indians   to 
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Speech   made   them   the   Sixth    Instant   were   read,   and   are   as 

follows : 

"  The  Speech  of  the  Schaahticooh  Indians. 
"  *  Father  : 

< "  We  are  glad  that  the  Governor  sees  his  Children  now  before 
him.  We  are  small  in  number,  but  next  Time  we  hope  we  shall 
be  more.  Your  Honour  may  see  that  we  are  but  young  and  unex- 
perienced, our  antient  People  being  almost  all  dead,  so  that  We 
have  no  body  to  give  Us  any  Advice;  but  We  will  do  as  our  Fathers 
have  done  before  Us/ 

"  Gave  a  Belt. 
"  '  Father : 

"'This  Belt  came  from  our  Forefathers,  and  We  will  be  true 
and  faithful  to  the  King  as  they  were/ 

"Gave  a  belt.. 

"  They  gave  also  to  the  Governor  a  small  Bundle  of  Skins,  and 
desired  that  the  Sale  of  Rum  might  be  stopped  at  Schaakticook, 
and  that  if  they  want  it  they  will  come  and  buy  it  at  Albany. 

li  The  Speech  of  the  River  Indians. 
«  '  Fathers : 

" '  Wo  are  greatly  rejoiced  to  see  You  all  here.  It  is  by  the  Will 
of  Heaven  that  We  are  met  here;  and  We  thank  You  for  this  Op- 
portunity of  seeing  you  altogether,  as  it  is  a  long  time  since  we 
have  had  such  an  One.  Fathers  who  set  present  here :  We  will 
just  give  You  a  short  Belation  of  the  long  Friendship  which  has 
subsisted  between  the  White  People  of  this  Country  and  Us.  Our 
Forefathers  had  a  Castle  on  this  Biver.  As  One  of  them  walked 
out  he. saw  some  thing  on  the  Biver,  but  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
it  was.  He  took  it  at  first  for  a  great  Fish ;  he  ran  into  the  Castle 
and  gav e  Notice  to  the  other  Indians.  Two  of  our  Forefathers 
went  to  see  what  it  was  and  found  it  a  Vessel  with  Men  in  it.  They 
immecliaiely  joined  Hands  with  the  People  in  the  Vessel  and  be- 
came Friends.  The  white  People  told  them  they  shou'd  not  come 
any  further  up  the  Biver  at  that  Time,  and  said  to  them  that  they 
would  return  back  from  whence  they  came  and  come  again  in  a 
Year's  Time.  According  to  their  Promise  they  returned  back  in  a 
Year's  Time  and  came  as  far  up  the  Biver  as  where  the  Old  Fort 
stood.  Our  Forefathers  invited  them  ashore,  and  said  to  them  here 
We  will  give  You  a  Place  to  build  You  a  Town,  it  shall  be  from 
this  Place  up  to  such  a  Stream  (meaning  where  the  Patroon's  Mill 
now  stands),  and  from  the  Biver  back  up  to  the  Hill. 

" ( Our  Forefathers  told  them  tho'  they  were  now  a  small  People 
they  wou'd  in  time  multiply  and  fill  up  the  Land  they  had  given 
.hem.     After  they  were  on  shore  some  time  some  other  Indians  who 
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Lad  not  seen  them  before  looked  fiercely  at  them ;  and  our  Fore- 
fathers observing  it,  and  seeing  the  White  People  so  few  in  Number 
least  they  should  be  destroyed,  took  and  sheltered  them  under  their 
Arms;  but  it  turned  out  that  those  Indians  did  not  desire  to  destroy 
them,  but  wished  also  to  have  the  said  White  People  for  their 
Friends.  At  this  Time  which  We  have  now  spoken  of  the  White 
People  were  small,  but  We  were  very  numerous  and  strong ;  we 
defended  them  in  that  low  State,  but  now  the  Case  is  altered. 

" e  You  are  numerous  and  strong — we  are  few  and  weak  j  therefore, 
We  expect  that  You  will  act  by  Us  in  these  Circumstances  as  We 
did  by  You  in  those  We  have  just  now  related.  We  view  You  now 
as  a  very  large  Tree  which  has  taken  deep  Hoot  in  the  Ground  whose 
Branches  are  spread  very  wide.  We  stand  by  the  Body  of  thi3 
Tree  and  We  look  round  to  see  if  there  be  any  who  endeavor  to 
hurt  it ;  and  if  it  should  so  happen  that  any  are  powerful  enough 
to  destroy  it  We  are  ready  to  fall  with  it.' 

"Gave  a  Belt. 

" i  Fathers : 

"'You  see  how  early  we  made  Friendship  with  You.  We  hid 
Each  other  in  a  very  strong  Chain,  that  Chain  has  not  yet  been 
broken ;  We  now  clean  and  rub  that  Chain  to  make  it  brighter  and 
stronger )  and  We  determine  on  our  Parts  that  it  never  shall  be 
broken,  and  We  hope  You  will  take  Care  that  neither  You  nor  any 
one  else  shall  break  it,  and  We  are  greatly  rejoiced  that  Peace  and 
Friendship  have  so  long  subsisted  between  Us.' 

"Gave  a  Belt. 
"<  Fathers: 

" '  Don't  think  strange  of  what  We  are  about  to  say.  We  would 
say  something  respecting  our  Lands.  When  the  White  People  pur- 
chased from  Time  to  Time  of  Us  they  said  they  only  wanted  to  pur- 
chase the  Low  Lands,  they  told  Us  the  hilly  Land  was  good  for 
nothing,  and  that  it  was  full  of  Woods  and  Stones,  but  now  We  see 
People  living  all  about  the  Hills  and  Woods  altho'  they  have  not 
purchased  the  Lands.  When  We  enquire  of  the  People  who  live  on 
these  Lands  what  Right  they  have  to  them  they  reply  to  Us  that 
We  are  not  to  be  regarded,  and  that  these  Lands  belong  to  the  King. 
But  We  were  the  first  Possessors  of  them,  and  when  the  King  has 
paid  Us  for  them  then  they  may  say  they  are  his. 

ut  Hunting  now  is  growing  very  scarce,  and  We  are  not  like  to 
get  our  Living  that  Way,  therefore  We  hope  our  Fathers  will  take 
Care  that  We  are  paid  for  our  Lands  that  We  may  live.' 

"  Gave  a  Belt. 

"  Made  a  Present  of  a  Bundle  of  Skins. 

"The  Board  then  adjourned  to  three  o'Clock  this  Afternoon. 
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"At  a  Meeting,  &ca-  Monday,  8th  July,  1754,  P.  M. 

"  PRESENT  : 

"All  the  Commissioners  except  Col.  Atkinson,  Mr.  Norris,  and 
the  Commrs-  of  Maryland. 

"The  Board  proceeded  in  their  Consideration,  upon  the  Plan  for 
a  Union,  but  did  not  go  thro'  with  it. 

"  The  Speech  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  Six  Nations  was  returned 
'to  the  Board  from  his  Honour  with  the  Alterations  and  Additions 
proposed  by  the  Board  in  the  Morning. 

" '  Ordered,  That  the  said  Speech  lie  upon  the  Table  till  some 
further  Matters  relating  to  it  be  agreed  on  by  the  Board.' 

"The  Committee  appointed  in  the  Morning  to  be  present  with  the 
Governor  of  New  York  at  a  Conference  with  the  Connajohary  In- 
dians returned  from  the  same  and  reported  as  follows : 

"'That  his  Honour  enquired  of  the  Indians  whether  they  had 
not  expressed  themselves  satisfied  with  the  measures  he  had  taken 
concerning  their  Lands  and  the  Promise  that  he  would  enquire  fur- 
ther into  the  affair  when  he  came  to  New  York,  to  which  they  re- 
plied that  they  were  sensible  his  Honour  was  at  Albany  when  they 
made  their  Complaints  at  New  York  last  Year,  that  he  had  told 
them  he  had  now  left  the  Papers  there,  but  would  enquire  into  it 
when  he  came  there.  That  they  were  willing  to  try  one  Year  more 
and  if  Matters  were  not  made  up  by  the  Governor,-  whom  they  looked 
on  as  their  Elder  Brother,  but  neglected  as  they  used  to  be,  they 
wou'd  send  to  ail  their  other  Brothers  (pointing  to  the  Commis- 
sioners) for  their  Assistance,  and  that  they  agreed  to  this  the  rather 
as  there  were  French  Indians  in  Town,  and  that  they  did  not  think 
it  convenient  to  have  any  Difference  before  them.'  Upon  which  his 
Honour  again  assured  them  he  wou'd  enquire  into  their  affairs  in 
order  to  their  being  satisfied,  especially  as  he  had  the  King's  Orders 
for  it. 

"  The  Board  receiving  a  Message  from  his  Honour  that  the 
Sachems  of  the  Six  Nations  were  attending  to  be  spoke  to,  the 
Board  adjourned  to  nine  o' Clock  to-morrow  Morning,  and  waited 
upon  the  Governor. 


"At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany,  Tuesday  9th 
July,  175-1,  A.  M. 

"  PRESENT : 

"Joseph  Murray  and  William  Smith,  Esquires,  of  the  Council 
of  New  York,  all  the  Commissi  except  Col.  Partridge  and  Mr. 
Hopkins. 

"  The  publick  Conference  between  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant 
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"Governor  of  New  York  and  the  Commissioners  from  the  several 
Governments  with  the  Sachems  of  the  Six  Nations,  yesterday 
evening,  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  entered  as  follows : 

41 '  Brethren  : 

"'You  told  me  your  Hearts  were  deeply  concerned  at  the  sad 
Effects  which  may  arise  from  selling  Rum  in  your  respective  Coun- 
tries. I  will  give  Orders  that  the  Laws  already  made  for  prevent- 
ing the  Sale  of  this  Liquor  among  You  shall  be  strictly  put  in 
Execution,  and  whatever  further  Provision  in  the  Law  is  neces- 
sary, I  will  endeavour  it  shall  be  made,  that  You  may  see  I  take 
Care  of  your  Health  and  your  Peace,  which  are  hurt  and  disturbed 
by  the  Use  of  this  Liquor  among  You  of  the  Five  Upper  Nations. 
And  as  to  what  You  of  the  Mohocks  have  said  I  shall  consider 
how  far  it  may  be  necessary  to  restrain  the  People  living  round 
You  from  selling  Rum  and  if  I  can  think  of  a  proper  Remedy  for 
this  Evil  I  will  endeavour  to  apply  it. 

"  '  Brethren  of  the  Upper  Castle  of  the  Mohocks  : 

"  '  I  am  well  pleased  with  your  Request  to  have  a  Church  built 
amongst  You,  and  I  shall  do  every  thing  in  my  Power  to  promote 
so  good  a  Work.  And  it  is  very  agreeable  to  me  and  the  Com- 
missioners from  all  the  Governments  present  to  find  a  Disposition 
in  You  to  receive  the  Christian  Religion. 

'  Brethren : 

" '  As  I  have  given  You  Satisfaction  with  respect  to  one  of  your 
Complaints  about  your  Lands,  which  lay  heavy  on  your  Minds,  and 
have  assured  You  that  I  shall' endeavour  to  do  You  Justice  as  to 
the  rest  when  I  come  to  New  York,  I  shall  not  say  any  thing 
farther  to  You  on  that  Affair  now.' 

"The  Governor  being  informed  by  the  Interpreter  that  they 
chose  to  have  the  Powder  divided  on  the  Hill,  told  them  it  was  in 
his  Opinion  better  for  them  to  have  it  sent  to  Schenactady.  Hend- 
rick  answered  for  them,  just  as  his  Honour  pleased,  who  told  them 
he  would  order  the  Powder  to  Schenactady  and  the  Ruin  above  the 
Settlements,  with  which  they  expressed  themselves  satisfied. 

"  His  Honour  then  said  : 

"  *  I  have  now  done  speaking  to  You,  but  before  I  cover  up  the 
Fire  I  must  recommend  it  to  You  to  behave  quietly  and  peaceably 
to  all  your  Brethren  and  their  Castle  in  your  Return  home.' 

"  Ilcndrick  then  replied  : 

"  *  Your  Honour  told  Us  You  now  covered  up  the  Fire,  and  We 
are  highly  pleased  that  all  Things  have  been  so  amicably  settled,, 
and  hope   that  all  that    has  passed  between   Us  may  be  strictly 
observed  on  both  sides. 
VOL.  vi. — 7. 
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"  l  Brethren  of  the  several  Governments  : 

"  '  We  hope  that  You  will  not  fail  in  the  Covenant  Chain  where* 
with  We  have  mutually  bound  Ourselves,  and  now  so  solemnly 
renewed  and  strengthened.  If  We  don't  hold  fast  by  this  Chain  of 
of  Friendship  our  Enemies  will  laugh  Us  to  scorn. 

"  '  Brethren : 

tt  <  i$r0  wish  You  would  all  contribute  to  provide  some  Provision 
for  Us  in  our  Way  home,  which  will  effectually  prevent  our  People 
from  killing  the  Inhabitants'  Cattle,  and  We  desire  you  will  provide 
some  Waggons  for  Us  to  go  to  Schenactady.  We  think  thislExpence 
will  fall  too  heavy  upon  one  Province,  as  We  have  the  Presents  from 
all  to  carry  up.  We  beg  We  may  all  take  Care  of  the  Tree  of 
Friendship  and  preserve  it  by  our  mutual  Attention  from  any 
Injuries.  We  will  take  Care  of  it  on  our  Sides,  and  We  hope  our 
Brethren  will  do  so  on  theirs.  We  wish  this  Tree  of  Friendship 
may  grow  up  to  a  great  Height,  and  then  We  shall  be  a  powerful 
People. 
"  '  Brethren : 

"  'We  the  United  Nations  shall  rejoice  in  the  Encrease  of  our 
Strength^  so  that  all  other  Nations  may  stand  in  Awe  of  Us. 
"  '  Brethren : 

"  '  I  will  just  tell  You  what  a  People  We  were  formerly.  If  any 
of  our  Enemies  rise  against  Us,  We  had  no  Occasion  to  lift  up  our 
whole  Hand  against  them,  for  our  little  Finger  was  sufficient.  And 
as  We  have  now  made  so  strong  a  Confederacy,  if  We  are  truly 
earnest  therein  We  may  retrieve  the  antient  Glory  of  the  Five 
Nations. 
" '  Brethren  : 

"  f  We  have  now  done,  but  one  Word  we  must  add  :  The  Inter- 
preter, if  the  French  continue  their  Hostilities,  will  want  any  assist- 
ance, three  or  four  to  be  joined  with  them,  but  this  matter  we  submit 
to  the  Governor.  We  have  now  fully  finished  all  that  we  have  to 
say.' 

"  The  Governor  replied  : 

" '  Brethren  : 

"  '  It  gives  me  and  all  the  Commissioners  here  present  great 
Satisfaction  that  this  Interview  has  concluded  so  amicably  on  all 
sides.  I  have  ordered  thirty  Waggons  to  be  provided  for  your 
Service,  which  I  expect  here  to-morrow  morning;  and  I  have 
ordered  Provisions  for  you  to  serve  you  on  your  Journey. 

"  i  I  hope  that  by  this  present  Union  We  shall  grow  up  to  a  great 
Height  and  be  as  powerful  and  famous  as  You  were  of  old. 

"  '  As  to  the  Interpreter,  when  the  Circumstances  of  this  Country 
require  it  he  shall  have  the  necessary  Assistance,  and  I  assure  You 
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in  the  Name  of  this  Government  and  all  the  Governments  here 
present  that  We  shall  endeavour  to  extend  and  preserve  the  Cove- 
nant Chain  by  every  possible  Method  in  our  Power/ 

a  They  asked  his  Honour  when  Himself  and  the  Commissioners 
proposed  to  return  Home.  His  Honour  answered  that  they  had 
some  Matters  yet  to  settle  about  the  Union,  and  then  they  should 
set  out  for  their  respective  Habitations. 

"  The  Governor  then  in  his  own  Name  and  that  of  the  Commis- 
sioners wished  them  a  good  Journey,  and  they  returned  the  Compli- 
ment, am*l  then  the  Conferences  broke  up. 

"  The  answers  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  the  Commissioners 
to  the  Schaakticook's  and  River  Indians  were  next  read  and  ordered 
to  be  entered  as  follows  : 

"  The  answer  to  the  Schaalcticoolc  Indians. 
"  <  Children : 

"  '  We  condole  with  You  on  the  Loss  of  your  old  and  experienced 
People.' 

"  A  String. 
« <  Children  : 

"  \  I  and  the  Commissioners  from  the  other  Governments  here 
present  are  glad  to  see  that  altko'  You  are  young  and  unexperienced, 
yet  You  are  willing  to  take  Advice  and  are  determined  to  remain 
faithful  to  the  King  and  friendly  to  all  his  Subjects/ 

«  A  Belt. 

"  Answer  to  the  River  Indians. 
"  <  Children : 

u '  We  are  glad  to  find  that  You  treasure  up  in  your  Memories 
the  mutual  Instances  of  Friendship  between  our  Ancestors  and 
Your's;  the  Remembrance  of  that  Friendship  will  descend  to  our 
Posterity,  and  We  desire  You  to  hand  it  down  to  Your's,  and  altho' 
there  is  a  great  Alteration  in  Circumstances  since  our  Predecessors 
first  came  among  You,  yet  We  have  not  less  Affection  for  You  than 
they  had/ 

"  A  Belt. 
"<  Children: 

" '  Your  brightening  and  strengthening  the  Covenant  Chain  is 
well  pleasing  to  me  and  the  Commissioners.  We  acknowledge  You 
have  never  broken  it ;  We  have  likewise  preserved  it  entire,  and  are 
determined  to  continue  to  do  so/ 

"  A  Belt. 
«  '  Children  : 

"  '  You  complain  that  some  of  the  People  of  this  Province  are 
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in  Possession  of  your  Lands  which  You  never  sold ;  this  is  a  Com- 
plaint  which  affects  Persons  who  live  at  a  Distance.  I  have  ordered 
Notice  to  be  given  them  of  it,  and  if  upon  Enquiry  into  the  Affair 
it  shall  appear  that  You  have  been  injured,  I  will  endeavour  to  get 
You  redressed,  but  I  shall  observe  to  You  that  the  constant  Method 
of  granting  Lands  in  this  Province  is  and  has  been  by  Lycence  from 
the  Governor  to  purchase  from  the  Indians,  and  upon  the  Purchase 
being  returned  before  him  in  Council  He  with  their  Advice  orders 
a  Patent,  and"  that  most  of  these  Lands  concerning  which  You  com- 
plain were  patented  when  You  were  Children— some  before  any  of 
You  were  born/ 

"  Ordered,  That  the  following  Minutes  be  made,  that  the  last 
Paragraph  of  the  foregoing  Answer  to  the  Biver  Indians  about  the 
Manner  of  patenting  Lands  in  this  Province,  beginning  with  the 
Words  I  shall  observe  was  an  Addition  made  by  his  Honour  to  the 
Draught  sent  him  yesterday  by  this  Board. 

"  Col.  Johnson,  Mr.  Chambers,  Col.  Patridge,  and  Mr.  Hopkins, 
took  their  Seats. 

"  The  Plan  of  the  Union  was  debated  and  agreed  upon,  and  Mr. 
Franklin  was  desired  to  make  a  Draught  of  it  as  now  concluded 

upon. 

"Adjourned  till  Five  o'Clock  this  Evening." 


"At  a  Meeting,  &ca-'  on  Tuesday  the  Ninth  of  July,  1754, P.  M. 

"  PRESENT ! 

"The  Honourable  the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  the  Four  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  Council  of  New  York,  and  all  the  Commissioners, 
except  Mr.  Franklin,  absent  by  his  Appointment  in  the  Morning. 

"  The  Draught  of  the  Representation,  &ca-'  was  read  and  consid- 
ered Paragraph  by  Paragraph,  some  amendments  made,  and  the 
whole  was  agreed  to  and  ordered  to  be  minuted  as  follows : 

"  'That  his  Majestie's  Title  to  the  Northern  Continent  of  Ame- 
rica appears  to  be  founded  on  the  Discovery  thereof  first  made,  and 
the  Possession  thereof  first  taken  in  1497,  under  a  Commission 
from  Henry  the  Seventh  of  England  to  Sebastian  Cabot. 

"  '  That  the  French  have  possessed  themselves  of  several  Parts  of 
this  Continent,  which  by  Treaties  have  been  ceded  And  confirmed 
to  them. 

"  <  That  the  Right  of  the  English  to  the  whole  Sea  Coast  from 
Georgia  on  the  South  to  the  Iliver  Saint  Lawrence  on  the  North, 
excepting  the  Island  of  Cape  Breton  and  the  Islands  in  the  Bay  of 
Saint  Lawrence,  remains  indisputable. 

" { That  all  the  Lands  or  Countries  Westward  from  the  Atlantick 
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Ocean  to  the  South  Sea,  between  48  and  34  Degrees  North  Lati- 
tude, were  expressly  included  in  the  Grant  of  King  James  the 
First  to  divers  of  his  Subjects  so  long  since  as  the  Year  1606,  and 
afterwards  confirmed  in  1620,  and  under  this  Grant  the  Colony  of 
Virginia  claims  Extent  as  far  West  as  the  South  Sea,  and  the 
antient  Colonies  of  the  Massachusets  Bay  and  Connecticut  were  by 
their  respective  Charters  made  to  extend  to  the  said  South  Sea,  so 
that  not  only  the  Ilight  to  the  Sea  Coast  but  to  all  the  Inland 
Countries  from  Sea  to  Sea,  has  at  ail  Times  been  asserted  by  the 
Crown  of  England. 

"'That  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  or  Acadia  hath  known  and 
determinate  Bounds  by  the  original  Grant  from  King  James  the 
First,  and  that  there  is  abundant  Evidence  of  the  Sense  which  the 
French  had  of  these  Bounds  while  they  were  in  Possession  of  it ; 
.and  that  these  Bounds  being  thus  known,  the  said  Province,  by  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht,  according  to  its  antient  Limits  was  ceded  to 
Great  Britain,  and  remained  in  Possession  thereof  until  the  Treaty 
of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  by  which  it  was  confirmed;  But  by  said  Treaty 
it  is  stipulated  that  the  Bounds  of  the  said  Province  shall  be 
determined  by  Commissaries,  &ca- 

" i  That  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  the  Country  of  the  Five  Cantons 
of  the  Iroquois  is  expressly  acknowledged  to  be  under  the  Dominion 
of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

"'That  the  Lake  Champlain,  formerly  called  Lake  Iroquois,  and 
the  Country  Southward  of  it  as  far  as  the  Dutch  or  English  Set- 
tlements, The  Lakes  Ontario,  Erie,  and  all  the  Countries  adjacent 
have,  by  all  ancient  Authors,  French  and  English,  been  allowed  to 
belong  to  the  Five  Cantons  or  Nations;  and  the  whole  of  these 
Countries  long  before  the  said  Treaty  of  Utrecht  were  by  the  said 
Nations  put  under  the  Protection  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

" '  That  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  there  is  reserved  to  the  French 
a  Liberty  of  frequenting  the  Countries  of  the  Five  Nations  and 
other  Indians  in  Friendship  with  Great  Britain  for  the  Sake  of 
Commerce,  as  there  is  also  to  the  English  a  Liberty  of  frequenting 
the  Countries  of  those  in  Friendship  with  France  for  the  same 
Purpose. 

"'That  after  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  the  French  built  several 
Fortresses  in  the  Country  of  the  Five  Nations,  and  a  very  strong 
One  at  a  Place  called  Crown  Point  to  the  South  of  Lake  Cham- 
plain. 

"  '  That  the  French  Court  hath  evidently,  since  the  Treaty  of 
Aix-la-Chapclle,  made  this  Northern  Continent  more  than  ever  the 
Object  of  its  Attention. 

" '  That  the  French  have  most  unjustly  taken  Possession  of  Part 
of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  in'  the  River  St.  Johns  and 
other  Parts  of  said  Province  they  have  built  strong  Fortresses,  and 
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from  this  River  they  will  have  during  the  Winter  and  Spring  Season 
a  much  easier  Communication  between  France  and  Canada  than  they 
have  heretofore  had,  and  will  be  furnished  with  a  Harbour  more 
commodiously  situated  for  the  annoying  the  British  Colonies  by 
Privateers  and  Men-of-War  than  Louisbourg  itself. 

" '  That  they  have  taken  Possession  of  and  began  at  the  Head  of 
the  River  Kennebeck,  within  the  Bounds  of  the  Province  of  Main, 
the  most  convenient  Situation  for  affording  Support  and  safe  Retreat 
to  the  Eastern  Indians  in  any  of  their  Attempts  upon  the  Govern- 
ments of  New  England. 

" '  That  it  appears  by  Information  of  the  Natives  the  French 
have  been  making  Preparations  for  another  Settlement  at  a  Place 
called  Cowass  on  Connecticut  River,  near  the  Head  thereof,  where 
it  is  about  Ten  Miles  distant  from  a  Branch  of  Merrimack  River, 
and  from  whence  there  is  a  very  near  and  easy  Communication  with 
the  Abnekais  Indians  who  are  settled  on  the  River  St.  Francois 
about  forty  Miles  from  the  River  St.  Lawrence ;  and  it  is  certain 
that  the  Inhabitants  of  New  Hampshire,  in  which  Province  this 
Cowass  is  supposed  to  lye,  have  been  interrupted  and  impeded  by 
the  French  Indians  from  making  any  Settlement  there. 

"'That  since  the  Treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  the  French  have  en- 
creased  the  number  of  their  Forts  in  the  Country  of  the  Great 
Lakes  and  on  the  Rivers  which  run  into  the  Mississippi,  and  are 
securing  a  Communication  between  the  Two  Colonies  of  Louisiana 
and  Canada,  and  at  the  same  time  putting  themselves  into  a  Capa- 
city of  annoying  the  Southern  British  Colonies,  and  preventing  any 
further  Settlement  of  his  Majestie's  Dominions. 

"'That  they  have  been  gradually  encreasing  their  Troops  in 
America,  transporting  them  in  their  Ships  of  War,  which  return  to 
France  with  a  bare  Complement  of  Men,  leaving  the  rest  in  their 
Colonies;  and  by  this  means  they  are  less  observed  by  the  Powers 
of  Europe  than  they  would  be  if  Transports,  as  usual  heretofore, 
were  provided  for  this  Purpose. 

"'That  they  have  taken  Prisoners  divers  of  his  Majestie's  Sub- 
jects trading  in  the  Country  of  the  Iroquois  and  other  Inland  Ports, 
and  plundered  such  Prisoners  of  several  thousd-  Pounds  Sterling, 
and  they  are  continually  exciting  the  Indians  to  destroy  or  make 
Prisoners  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Frontiers  of  the  British  Colonies, 
which  Prisoners  are  carried  to  Canada,  and  a  Price  equal  to  what 
Slaves  are  sold  for  in  the  Plantations  is  demanded  for  their  Re- 
demption and  Release. 

"  <  That  they  are  continually  drawing  off  the  Indians  from  the 
British  Interest,  and  have  lately  persuaded  One  Half  of  the  Onou- 
dago  Tribe,  with  many  from  the  other  Nations  along  with  them,  to 
remove  to  a  Place  called  Osweegachie,  on  the  River  Cadaracqui, 
where  they  have  built  them  a  Church  and  Fort,  and  many  of  the 
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Senecas,  the  most  numerous  Nation,  appear  to  be  wavering  and 
rather  enclined  to  the  French.  And  it  is  a  melancholy  Considera- 
tion that  not  more  than  150  Men  of  all  the  several  Nations  have 
attended  this  Treaty,  altho'  they  had  Notice  that  all  the  Govern- 
ments would  be  here  by  their  Commissioners,  and  that  a  large 
Present  would  be  given. 

"'That  it  is  the  evident  Design  of  the  French  to  surround  the 
British  Colonies,  to  fortify  themselves  on  the  Back  thereof,  to  take 
and  keep  Possession  of  the  Heads  of  all  the  important  Rivers,  to  draw 
over  the  Indians  to  their  Interest,  and  with  the  Help  of  such  Indians, 
added  to  such  Forces  as  are  already  arrived  and  may  be  hereafter  sent 
from  Europe,  to  be  in  a  Capacity  of  making  a  general  Attack  upon 
the  several  Governments.  And  if  at  the  same  Time  a  strong  Naval 
Force  be  sent  from  France,  there  is  the  utmost  Danger  that  the 
whole  Continent  will  be  subjected  to  that  Crown.  And  that  the 
Danger  of  such  a  naval  Force  is  not  merely  imaginary  may  be  ar- 
gued from  past  Experience ;  for  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  most 
extraordinary  Interposition  of  Heaven,  every  Sea  Port  Town  on  the 
Continent  in  the  year  1746  might  have  been  ravaged  and  de- 
destroyed  by  the  Squadron  under  the  Command  of  the  Duke  D'An- 
ville,  notwithstanding  the  then  declining  State  of  the  French  and 
the  very  flourishing  State  of  the  British  Navy,  and  the  further  Ad- 
vantage accruing  to  the  English  from  the  Possession  of  Cape  Breton. 

"'That  the  French  find  by  Experience  they  are  able  to  make 
greater  and  more  sure  advantages  upon  their  Neigbours  in  Peace 
than  in  War.  What  they  unjustly  possessed  themselves  of  after 
the  Peace  of  Utrecht  they  now  pretend  to  have  a  Right  to  hold  by 
Vertue  of  the  Treaty  of  Aix-la-Chappelle  until  the  true  Boundary 
between  the  French  and  English  be  settled  by  Commissaries.  But 
their  Conquests  made  during  the  War  they  have  been  obliged  to 
restore. 

"'That  the  French  Affairs  relative  to  this  Continent  are  under 
one  Direction  and  constantly  regarded  by  the  Crown  and  Miuistry, 
who  are  not  insensible  how  great  a  Stride  they  would  make  towards 
an  Universal  Monarchy  if  the  British  Colonies  were  added  to  their 
Dominions,  and  consequently  the  whole  Trade  of  North  America 
engrossed  by  them. 

"  '  That  the  said  Colonies  being  in  a  divided  disunited  State,  there 
has  never  been  any  joint  Exertion  of  their  Force  or  Counsels  to 
repel  or  defeat  the  Measures  of  the  French,  and  particular  Colonies 
are  unable  and  unwilling  to  maintain  the  Cause  of  the  whole. 

"  '  That  there  has  been  a  very  great  Neglect  of  the  Affairs  of  the 
Iroquois,  or  as  they  are  commonly  called  the  Indians  of  the  Six 
Nations,  and  their  Friendship  and  Alliance  has  been  improved 
to  private  Purposes  for  the  Sake  of  the  Trade  with  them  and  the 
Purchase  or  Acquisition  of  their  Lands  more  than  to  the  publick 
Service. 
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" ' That  they  are  supplied  with  Rum  by  the  Traders  in  vast  and 
almost  incredible  Quantities — the  Laws  of  the  Colonies  now  in 
Force  being  insufficient  to  restrain  the  Supply,  and  the  Indians  of 
every  Nation  are  frequently  drunk  and  abused  in  their  Trade,  and 
their  Affection  thereby  alienated  from  the  English ;  they  often 
wound  and  murder  one  another  in  their  Liquor,  and  to  avoid  Re- 
venge fly  to  the  French ;  and  perhaps  more  have  been  lost  by  these 
means  than  by  the  French  Artifices. 

"  '  That  Purchases  of  Lands  from  the  Indians  by  private  Persons 
for  small  trifling  Considerations  have  been  the  Cause  of  great  Un- 
easiness and  Discontents,  and  if  the  Indians  are  not  in  fact  imposed 
on  and  injured,  yet  they  are  apt  to  think  that  they  have  been ;  and 
indeed  they  appear  not  fit  to  be  entrusted  at  large  with  the  Sale  of 
their  own  Lands,  and  the  Laws  of  some  of  the  Colonies  whi«h  make 
such  Sales  void  unless  the  Allowance  of  the  Government  be  first 
obtained  seem  to  be  well  founded. 

"  '  That  the  granting  or  patenting  vast  Tracts  of  Land  to  private 
Persons  or  Companies  without  Conditions  of  speedy  settlement  has 
tended  to  prevent  the  Strengthening  the  Frontiers  of  the  particular 
Colony  where  such  Tracts  lye  and  been  prejudicial  to  the  Rest. 

"'That  it  seems  absolutely  necessary  that  speedy  and  effectual 
Measures  be  taken  to  secure  the  Colonies  from  the  Slavery  they  are 
threatneel  with.  That  any  further  advance  of  the  French  should  be 
prevented,  and  the  Encroachments  already  made  removed;  that  the 
Indians  in  Alliance  or  Friendship  with  the  English  be  constantly 
regarded  under  some  wise  Direction  or  Superintendency.  That 
Endeavours  be  used  for  the  Recovery  of  those  Indians  who  are  daily 
gone  over  to  the  French  and  for  securing  those  that  remain.  That 
some  discreet  Person  or  Persons  be  appointed  to  reside  constantly 
with  each  Nation  of  Indians,  such  Persons  to  have  no  Concern  in 
Trade,  and  duly  to  communicate  all  Advices  to  the  Superintendants. 

"'That  the  Trade  with  the  said  Indians  be  well  regulated  and 
made  subservient  to  the  Pubiick  Interest  more  than  to  private  Gain. 
That  there  be  Forts  built  for  the  Security  of  each  Nation  and  the 
better  carrying  on  the  Trade  with  them.  That  Warlike  Vessels  be 
provided  sufficient  to  maintain  his  Majestie's  Right  to  a  free  Navi- 
gation on  the  several  Lakes. 

"•'That  all  future  Purchases  of  Lands  from  the  Indians  be  void, 
unless  made  by  the  Government  where  such  lands  lye  and  from  the 
Indians  in  a  Body  in  their  Pubiick  Councils.  That  the  Patentees 
or  Possessors  of  large  unsettled  Territories  be  enjoined  to  cause  them 
to  be  settled  in  a  reasonable  Time  on  Pain  of  Forfeiture.  That  the 
Complaint  of  the  Indians  relative  to  any  Grants  or  Possessions  of 
their  Lands  fraudulently  obtained  be  enquired  into,  and  all  Injuries 
redressed.  That  the  Bounds  of  those  Colonies  which  extend  to  the 
South  Seas  be  contracted  and  limited  by  the  Allegheny  or  Apala- 
chian  Mountains,  and  that  Measures  be  taken  for  settling  from  Time 
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to  Time  Colonies  of  his  Majestie's  Protestant  Subjects  "Westward  of 
said  Mountains  in  convenient  Cantons  to  bev  assigned  for  that  Pur- 
pose; and,  finally,  that  there  be  a  Union  of  his  Majestie's  several 
Governments  on  the  Continent,  that  so  their  Councils,  Treasure, 
and  Strength,  may  be  employed  in  due  Proportion  against  their  com- 
mon Enemy.     All  which  is  submitted/ 

"Adjourned  till  Nine  o'Clock  to-morrow  Morning." 


"'At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  House  in  Albany,  Wednesday,  10th 
July,  1754,  A.  M. 

"  PRESENT : 

Joseph  Murray  and  William  Smith,  Esquires,  of  the  Council  of 
New  York. 

"All  the  Commissioners  for  Massachusets  Bay,  All  from  New 
Hampshire  except  Mr.  Sherburn,  All  the  Commissioners  for  Con- 
necticut, The  Commissioners  for  Rhode  Island,  All  the  Commis- 
sioners for  Pennsylvania,  And  all  the  Commissioners  for  Mary- 
land. 

"  Mr.  Franklin  reported  the  Draught  in  a  new  Form  of  a  Plan  of 
Union  agreeable  to  the  Determination  of  yesterday,  which  was  read 
Paragraph  by  Paragraph  and  debated,  and  the  further  Consideration 
of  it  deferred  to  the  Afternoon. 

"  Adjourned  to  Three  of  the  Clock  this  Afternoon." 


"  At  a  Meeting  &ca->  on  Wednesday  the  Tenth  of  July,  1754, 
P.M. 

"present  : 

"  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  the  Four  Gentlemen  of 
the  Council  of  New  York,  And  All  the  Commissioners  for  the  re- 
spective Governments. 

"  The  Consideration  of  the  Plan  of  a  Union  re-assumed,  which 
Plan  is  as  follows,  viz'*: 

iU Plan  of  a  Proposed  Union  of  (lie  several  Colonies  of  MassaeJn/sets 
Bay,  New  Hampshire,    Connecticut,  Rhode   Island,  Neie    York, 
New  Jerseys,  Pennsylvania,   Maryland,   Virginia,   North  Caro- 
lina, and  South  Carolina,  for  t/ieir  mutual   Defence  and   Secu- 
rity, and  for  extending  the  British  Settlements  in  North  America. 
u  '  That  humble  Application  be  made  for  an  Act  of  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  by  Vertue  of  which  one  general  Government  may 
be  formed  in  America,  including  all  the  said  Colonies,  within  and 
under  which  Government  each  Colony  may  retain  its  present  Con- 


106  MINUTES  OF  THE 

stitution,  except  in  the  particulars  wherein  a  Change  may  be  directed 
by  the  said  Act,  as  hereafter  follows. 

Presidt.  Gen-  "  '  That  the  said  general  Government  be  administred 
eral  &  Grand  by  a  President  General  to  be  appointed  and  supported 
Council.  "by  the  Crown,  and  a  Grand  Council  to  be  chosen  by 
the  Representatives  of  the  People  of  the  several  Colonies  met  in 
their  respective  Assemblies. 

Election  of  "  <  That  within Months  after  the  passing 

Members.  0f  such  Act,  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  seve- 
ral Assemblies  that  happened  to  be  sitting  within  that  Time,  or 
that  shall  be  especially  for  that  Purpose  convened,  may  and  shall 
chuse  Members  for  the  Grand  Council  in  the.  following  Proportions, 
that  is  to  say  : 

"  '  Massachusetts  Bay 7 

"  i  New  Hampshire 2 

"'Connecticut 5 

'"  Rhode  Island 2 

'"New  York 4 

"  '  New  Jerseys 3. 

"'Pennsylvania 6 

" '  Maryland        -         -         -         -         -         -  4 

•' '  Virginia  --.__--7 

" '  North  Carolina 4 

" '  South  Carolina       -        -         -        -      .  -         -  4 

48 

Place  of  First  " '  Who  shall  Meet  the  first  Time  at  the  City  of  Phila- 
Meeting.  delphia,  in  Pennsylvania,  being  called  by  the  President 
General  as  goon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  his  Appointment. 

New  .  " '  That  there  shall  be  a  new  Election  of  Members  for 

Election.  ^jie  Q-rarK[  Council  every  Three  Years,  and  on  the  Death 
or  Resignation  of  any  Member  his  Place  shall  be  supplied  by  a  new 
Choice  at  the  next  Sitting  of  the  Assembly  of  the  Colony  he  repre- 
sented. 

Proportion  of  "  '  That  after  the  first  Three  Years,  when  the  Propor- 
Members  tion  of  Money  arising  out  of  each  Colony  to  the  general 
After  First  Treasury  can  be  known,  the  Number  of  Members  to  be 
Ihree  Years.  caosen  for  g^  Colony  shall  from  Time  to  Time  in  all 
ensuing  Elections  be  regulated, by  that  Proportion  [yet  so  as  that 
the  Number  to  be  chosen  by  any  one  Province  be  not  more  than 
Seven  nor  less  than  two]. 

Meetings  of  "  *  That  the  Grand  Council  shall  meet  once  in  every 
Grand  Conn-  Year,  and  oftner  if  Occasion  require,  at  such  Time  and 
cil  and  Call.  Place  as  they  shall  adjourn  to  at  the  last  preceding 
Meeting,  or  as  they  shall  be   called  to  meet  at  by  the  President 
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General  on  any  Emergency,  he  having  first  obtained  in  Writing  the 
Consent  of  Seven  of  the  Members  to  such  Call  and  sent  due  and 
timely  Notice  to  the  Whole. 

"  '  That  the  Grand  Council  have  Power  to  chuse  their  Continuance. 
Speaker,  and  shall  neither  be  dissolved,  prorogued,  nor  continued 
Sitting  longer  than  Six  Weeks  at  one  Time  without  their  own  Con- 
sent or  the  Special  Command  of  the  Crown. 

"  c  That  the  Members  of  the  Grand  Council  shall  be  Members' 
allowed  for  their  Service  Ten   Shillings   Sterling  ^  Allowance. 
Diem  during  their  Sessions  and  Journey  to  and  from  the  Place  of 
Meeting,  Twenty  Miles  to  be  reckoned  a  Day's  Journey. 

" l  That  the  Assent  of  the  President  General  be  re-  Assent  of 
quisite   to  all  Acts  of  the  G-rand  Council,  and  that  it  Presidt.  tGen- 
be  his  Office  and  Duty  to  cause  them  to  be  carried  into  eral  and  his 
Execution.  ■Duiy- 

"  'That  the  President  General,  with  the  Advice  of  Power  of 
the  Grand  Council,  hold  or  direct  all  Indian  Treaties  ^^'^  Gen1' 
in  which  the  general  Interest  or  Welfare  of  the  Colo-  Council- 
nies  may  be  concerned,  and  make  Peace  or  declare  Treaties'; 
War  with  the  Indian  Nations,  That  they  make  such  Peace  &  War; 
Laws  as  they  judge  necessary  for  regulating  all  Indian  Indian  Trade. 
Trade. 

"  '  That  they  make  all  Purchases  from  Indians  for  Indian    Pur- 
the  Crown  of  Lands  now  not  within  the  Bounds  of  chases, 
particular  Colonies,  or  that  shall  not  be  within  their  Bounds  when 
some  of  them  are  reduced  to  more  convenient  Dimensions. 

" '  That  they  make  new  Settlements  on  such  Pur-  New    Settle- 
chases  by  granting  Lands  in  the  King's  Name,  reserv-  ments. 
ing  a  Quit  Rent  to  the  Crown  for  the  Use  of  the  general  Treasury. 

"  c  That  they  make  Laws  for  regulating  and  govern-  Laws  to 
ing  such  new  Settlements  till  the  Crown  shall  think  fit  Govern  them, 
to  form  them  into  particular  Governments. 

M  '  That  they  raise  and  pay  Soldiers,  and  build  Forts  Raise  Soldiers 
for  the  Defence  of  any  of  the  Colonies,  and  equip  Ves-  &  Equip  Ves- 
sels of  Force  to  guard  the   Coasts,   and  protect  the  sels- 
Trade  on  the  Ocean,  Lakes,  or  great  Rivers. 

u '  But  they  shall  not  impress  Men  in  any  Colony  Not  to 
without  the  Consent  of  its  Legislature.  impress. 

" '  That  for  these  Purposes   they  have  Power  to  Power  to 
make    Laws  and  lay  and  levy  such   general  Duties,  rrmke  Laws, 
Imposts,  or  Taxes,  as  to  them  shall  appear  most  equal  ;a>'  ^»lie;?> 
and  just,  considering  the  Ability  and  other  Circum-        * 
stances  of  the  Inhabitants  in  the  several  Colonies,  and  siu-h  as  may 
be  collected  with  the  least  Inconvenience  to  the  People,  rathe;   dis- 
couraging Luxury  than  loading  Industry  with  unnecessary  Burthens. 
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Genl.  Treasr.  "  '  That  they  may  appoint  a  general  Treasurer  and  a 
&  Particulr.  particular  Treasurer  in  each  Government  when  neces- 
Treasr.  sary,  and  from  Time  to  Time  may  order  the  Sums  in 

the  Treasuries  of  each  Government  into  the  General  Treasury 
or  draw  on  them  for  special  Payments,  as  they  find  most  con- 
venient. 

Money,  how  "  '  Yet  no  Money  to  issue  hut  hy  joint  Orders  of  the 
to  issue.  President  General  and  Grand  Council,  except  where 

Sums  have  been  appropriated  to  particular  Purposes  and  the  Presi- 
dent General  is  previously  empower' d  by  an  Act  to  draw  for  such 
Sums. 

Accounts.  « i  That  the  General  Accounts  shall  be  yearly  settled 

and  reported  to  the  several  Assemblies. 

Quorum.  «  <  That  a  Quorum  of  the  Grand  Council,  empowered 

to  act.  with  the  President  General,  do  consist  of  Twenty-Five  mem- 
bers, among  whom  there  shall  be  One  or  More  from  a  Majority  of 
the  Colonies. 

Laws  to  be  f<  <  That  the  Laws  made  by  them  for  the  Purposes 

transmitted,  aforesaid  shall  not  be  repugnant,  but  as  near  as  may 
be  agreeable  to  the  Laws  of  England,  and  shall  be  transmitted  to 
the  King  in  Council  for  Approbation  as  soon  as  may  be  after  their 
passing,  and  if  not  disapproved  within  Three  Years  after  Present- 
ation to  remain  in  Force. 

Death  of  the  "  'That  in  Case  of  the  Death  of  the  President  Gen- 
Prest.  Genl.  eral,  the  Speaker  of  the  Grand  Council  for  the  Time 
being  shall  succeed,  and  be  vested  with  the  same  Powers  and  Au- 
thorities, to  continue  till  the  King's  Pleasure  be  known. 

Officers,  how  "'That  all  military  Commission  Officers,  whether 
appointed.  for  Land  or  Sea  Service,  to  act  under  this  general  Con- 
stitution shall  be  nominated  by  the  President  General,  but  the 
Approbation  of  the  Grand  Council  is  to  be  obtained  before  they 
receive  their  Commissions.  And  all  Civil  Officers  are  to  be  nom- 
inated by  the  Grand  Council,  and  to  receive  the  President  Gen- 
eral's Approbation  before  they  officiate. 

Vacancies,  "  'But  in  Case  of  Vacancy  by  Death  or  Removal  of 

how  supplied,  any  Officer,  Civil  or  Military,  under  this  Constitution, 
the  Governor  of  the  Province  in  which  such  Vacancy  happens  may 
appoint,  till  the  Pleasure  of  the  President  General  and  Granjl 
Council  can  be  known.  That  the  particular  Military  as  well  as 
Civil  Establishments  in  each  Colony  remain  in  their  present  State, 
this  general  Constitution  notwithstanding. 

Each  Colony  ■  "'And  that  on  sudden  Emergencies  any  Colony 
may  defend  may  defend  itself,  and  lay  the  Accounts  of  Expence 
itself  on  thence  arisen  before  the  President  General  and  Grand 

Emergency.  counc^  w}10  may  aH0W  an(j  order  Payment  of  the 
same,  as  far  as  they  judge  such  Accounts  just  and  reasonable.' 
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"After  Debate  on  the  foregoing  Plan, 

" ' Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  from  the  several  Govern- 
ments be  desired  to  lay  the  same  before  their  respective  Constitu- 
ents for  their  Consideration,  and  that  the  Secretary  to  this  Board 
transmit  a  Copy  thereof  with  this  Vote  thereon  to  the  Governor  of 
each  of  the  Colonies  which  have  not  sent  their  Commissioners  to 
this  Congress/ 

"  His  Honour  proposed  to  the  Board,  that  agreeable  to  their 
Resolution  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  June  they  would  now  consider 
the  Expediency  of  building  Forts  in  the  Indian  Country.  It  wad 
determined  that  considering  the  present  wavering  Disposition  of  the 
Senecas  it  was  expedient  that  a  Fort  should  be  built  in  their 
Country  at  a  Place  called  Irondiquot,  or  Tierondequot. 

"  Ordered,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  consider  what  fur- 
ther Forts  may  be  necessary  in  the  Country  of  the  Six  Nations,  and 
that  each  Colony  name  a  Member  for  this  Committee. 

"  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Chambers  and  Mr.  Peters  be  a  Committee 
to  revise  the  Minutes  settled  and  agreed  to  by  this  Board. 
"  Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  Nine  o'clock/' 


"At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany,  Thursday  11th 
July,  1754,  A.  M. 

"  PRESENT : 

"  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  the  Four  Gentlemen 
of  the  Council  of  New  York. 

"  All  the  Commissioners  from  the  several  Governments,  except 
Wm.  Pitkin,  Esquire,  One  of  the  Commissioners  of  Connecticut. 

"Mr.  Wells  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  what 
other  Forts  may  be  necessary,  reported  that  they  had  carefully  con- 
sidered the  present  State  of  the  Frontiers  of  these  Colonies,  and  are 
of  Opinion  that  several  other  Forts  at  particular  Passes  are  equally 
necessary  with  that  proposed  at  Tierondiquot;  that  as  there  is  no 
Probability  of  their  being  effected  in  the  present  disunited  State  of 
the  Colonies,  and  the  general  Union  may  make  some  of  them  un- 
necessary, We  apprehend  some  Inconveniences  may  arise  if  the 
Board  should  go  further  into  the  Consideration  of  that  Matter  at 
this  Time. 

"  His  Honour  put  the  Question  Whether  the  Board  would  accept 
of  this  Ileport,  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

"  Certain  Proposals  from  William  Johnson,  Esquire,  relative  to 
the  Six  Nations,  aud  for  defeating  the  Designs  of  the  French  ; 
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certain  Considerations  offered  by  Thomas  Pownall,  Esquire,  l  towards 
a  general  Plan  of  the  Measures  of  the  English  Provinces,'  were 
read  at  the  Board.  It  was  thereupon  voted  that  Mr.  Franklin  be 
desired  to  give  the  Thanks  of  this  Board  to  the  said  Mr.  Johnson 
and  Mr.  Pownall,  and  desire  them  to  suffer  Copies  of  said  Papers 
to  be  taken  by  the  Commissioners  of  each  Colony  for  the  Con- 
sideration of  their  respective  Governments. 

"  Ordered,  That  all  his  Majestic' s  Governments  on  this  Conti- 
nent may  have  Liberty  from  time  to  time  to  take  Copies  of  the 
Proceedings  of  this  Congress  or  any  Parts  thereof,  paying  for  the 
same,  and  that  no  other  Copies  be  delivered  by  the  Secretary. 

"  Ordered,  That  upon  the  Secretarie's  leaving  this  Province  the 
Records  of  these  Proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  several 
Governments  be  lodged  in  the  Secretarie's  Office  of  the  Province  of 
New  York. 

"Mr.  Chambers  and  Mr.  Peters  reported  that  they  had  exam- 
ined these  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  this  Congress  and  find 
them  right. 

"And  then  his  Honour  the  Lieutenanant  Governor  of  New  York 
and  the  Commissrs-  of  the  several  Governments  rose  without  any 
further  Adjournment. 

"  A  true  Copy — Examined  by  me, 

"PETER  WRAXALL,  Secre* 


The  Governor  informed  the  Council  that  having  a  standing  In- 
struction from  the  Proprietaries  to  take  all  Opportunities  of  making 
another  Purchase  of  Lands  from  the  Six1  Nations,  which  was  every 
Day  become  more  urgent  by  the  great  Numbers  of  People  settling 
beyond  the  Blue  Hills  over  Sasquehannah,  as  all  such  Settlements 
were  contrary  to  the  Stipulations  of  this  Government  with  those 
Indians  and  might  create  Differences  with  them,  He  had  recom- 
mended it  to  Mr.  Penn  and  Mr.  Peters  to  try  by  all  the  means  in 
their  Power  to  make  a  Purchase,  and  the  larger  the  better;  and  to 
facilitate  this  necessary  Work  He  had  by  the  advice  of  Mr.  Weiser 
dispatched  John  Shick  Calamy  early  in  the  Spring  with  a  Message 
to  the  Six  Nations  informing  them  of  the  Necessity  of  another  Pur- 
chase by  reason  of  the  Encrease  of  the  Inhabitants  and  their  being 
not  to  be  restrained  from  making  Settlements  beyond  the  present 
Boundaries,  and  desiring  they  would  enter  into  Treaty  with  Mr. 
Penn  and  Mr.  Peters  who  were  to  be  at  Albany  in  the  Summer 
and  would  have  full  Powers  for  that  Purpose. 

His  Honour  further  said  that  in  Consequence  of  this  Message 
a  Treaty  had  been  held  with  those  Indians  and  the  Report  thereof 
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made  to  him  which  he  would  now  communicate  to  the  Council,  and 
accordingly  it  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  enter'd : 

Tlie  Report  of  John  Penn  and  Richard  Peters,  Esquires,  of  their 
Proceedings  at  Albany  in  Execution  of  the  Governor's  Orders  to 
them  to  make  a  Purchase  of  Lands  from  the  Six  Nations  for  the 
Use  of  the  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania : 

"To  the  Honourable  JAMES  HAMILTON,  Esquire,  Lieutenant 
Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  the  Three  Lower  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  and 
Sussex,  upon  Delaware  : 

"  May  it  please  the  Governor : 

"The  first  Indians  that  made  their  appearance  were  from  the 
Heads  of  Sasquehannah  as  low  down  as  Oneocquago,  and  by  these 
who  came  immediately  to  visit  the  Commissioners  from  Pensyl- 
vania,  as  indeed  all  the  other  Indians  did.  We  were  informed  that 
a  young  Man  from  New  England,  one  Mr.  Hawley  of  Boston,  had 
for  some  time  past  lived  at  Oneocquago  with  Intent  as  was  said  to 
instruct  the  Indians  in  the  Principles  of  the  Christian  Religion  and 
to  settle  a  Mission  there  under  a  Scotch  Society  -,  but  it  was  told 
the  Interpretor  that  he  had  other  Designs  in  settling  there,  and  that 
the  People  of  Connecticut  made  Use  of  this  young  Man  to  pursuade 
the  Indians  to  sell  to  them  the  Sasquehannah  Lands;  and  as  he  was 
an  Acquaintance  of  Mr.  Ogilvie  the  Societie's  Missionary  to  the 
Mohock  Indians,  We  desired  him  to  enquire  of  this  Matter  and  were 
afterwards  told  that  he  did  not  concern  himself  in  this  Affair. 

"  Mr.  William  Alexander  of  New  York  was  kind  enough  to  tell 
Us  that  Mr.  Woodbriclge,  who  kept  an  Indian  School  at  Stockbridge 


in  New  England,  and  Two  Connecticut  Gentlemen,  viz1 


were  in  Town  with  Intent  to  negotiate  a  Purchase  from 

the  Indians  for  the  Sasquehannah  Lands  lying  within  the  Latitude 
of  the  Connecticut  Charter  in  favour  of  some  private  Persons  of  that 
Government,  and  had  with  them  a  thousand  Pieces  of  Eight,  and 
were  busy  conferring  with  the  Indians  on  this  Subject  at  the  House 
and  thro'  the  means  of  Mr.  Lydius.  This  Lydius  is  an  Inhabitant 
of  Albany,  known  to  have  abjured  the  Protestant  Religion  in  Canada 
and  to  be  concerned  in  a  clandestine  Trade  with  the  Caghnawaga 
or  French  Praying  Indians,  and  suspected  to  carry  on  a  Secret  Corre- 
spondence with  the  Government  of  Canada,  and  as  Mr.  Alexander  in- 
formed Us  might  not  only  have  lucrative  views  in  the  Management 
of  this  Purchase,  but  a  Design  to  sow  Dissention  as  well  between  the 
"Indian  Nations  as  between  the  several  Colonies  whose  Lands  lay 
within  the  Latitude  of  the  Connecticut  Charter}  and  at  the  same 
Time  Mr.  Alexander  kindly  offered  his  Services  to  Lis,  telling  Us 
that  he  was  acquainted  with  the  two  Connecticut  Gentlemen,  and 
believed  it  might  not  be  amiss  for  Us  and  them  to  come  together. 
This  Proposal  was  readily  embraced  by  Us,  and  Mr.  Alexander  was 


1.12  MINUTES  OP  THE 

told  that  the  Proprietaries  had  good  Deeds  for  all  the  Sasquehannah 
Lands,  as  well  as  solemn  Treaties  and  Agreements  with  the  Indians, 
whereby  they  engaged  to  sell  no  Lands  within  the  Bounds  of  ye 
Pennsylvania  Charter  to  any  hut  the  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  he  was  desired  to  mention  this  to  the  Connecticut  agents,  and 
that  We  should  be  glad  to  make  them  sensible  of  the  Goodness  of 
the  Title  of  the  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania  in  order  to  prevent 
if  possible  Differences  with  the  Indians  and  with  one  another  on  the 
Subject  of  Lands. ' 

"We  were  told  by  Mr.  Alexander  that  our  Proposals  were  com- 
municated and  great  Professions  made  by  the  Connecticut  Agents 
of  their  Willingness  to  confer  with  Us,  telling  him  if  our  Title  was 
good  they  would  not  proceed  further  in  the  Purchase;  but  notwith- 
standing these  Professions  it  was  often  told  Us  by  People  of  Probity 
in  Albany  that  they  were  in  secret  Conferences  with  the  Indians  at 
Lydius',  and  without  letting  Us  hear  any  thing  further  from  them 
the  two  Gentlemen  went  out  of  Town. 

"  Mr.  Woodbridge,  who  was  the  Schoolmaster  of  the  Mohiccon 
Indians,  a  Nation  who  had  formerly  lived  at  and  about  Albany, 
and  was  their  publick  Interpreter  at  the  Congress  and  obliged  to 
stay  in  Town,  was  a  Witness  of  every  thing  that  passed  between 
the  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Indians  during  their 
Stay  at  Albany. 

"  We  arrived  at  Albany  Monday  the  seventeenth  Day  of  June, 
and  on  the  nineteenth  John  Shick  Calamy  came  to  Town,  with 
Gachradoda  and  other  Chiefs  of  the  Cayugas  and  some  of  the 
principal  Oneidos,  and  acquainted  Mr.  Weiser  that  he  had  delivered 
the  Governor's  Messages  to  those  Two  Nations  at  their  respective 
Castles  and  found  them  well  encliued,  and  that  Gachradoda  in  par- 
ticular was  very  hearty  for  the  Proprietaries,  and  would  serve  them 
on  this  Occasion  and  would  confer  with  Mr.  Weiser  both  as  to  the 
Extent  and  Terms  of  Sale. 

.  aHe  said  further,  that  some  Tuscororas  were  come  to  Town; 
that  this  Nation  was  influenced  by  the  Oneidos,  and  would  entirely 
govern  themselves  by  their  Advice  and  Example  in  this  Matter. 

"The  next  morning  Gachradoda,  with  some  of  his  own  People 
and  the  Oneidos  and  Tuscororas,  came  to  visit  the  Commissioners 
of  Pennsylvania  and  went  home  with  Mr.  Weiser,  who  found  it 
necessary  to  engage  Gagradocla  by  a  Reward  to  serve  him  as  his 
private  Counsellor,  and  direct  him  what  Measures  to  take  to  engage 
the  Indians  for  a  Sale,  either  of  the  whole  Province  or  so  much  of 
it  as  to  take  in  the  Western  Branch  of  Sasquehannah  called  in  their 
Language  Senaxse. 

"Afterwards  there  arrived  a  few  Senecas  and  Two  Onondagers, 
who  likewise  came  to  visit  the  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania, 
having  been  made  acquainted  by  Gagradoda  with  the  Proprietaries' 


PROVINCIAL  COUNCIL.  IIS 

Proposals  and  by  him  brought  to  Mr.  Weiser,  to  whom  they  de- 
clared their  Willingness  to  let  the  Proprietaries  have  a  Deed  for  a:', 
the  Province  or  at  least  up  to  the  Western  Branch. 

"At  this  time  none  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Mohocks  were  come  to 
Town,  Hendrick  telling  the  Indians  as  they  passed  by  the  Upper 
Mohock  Castle  that  they  did  not  know  whether  they  should  com- 
at  all  to  the  Treaty,  or  if  they  did,  not  till  they  heard  the  Treaty 
was  began.  This  gave  the  Indians  Opportunity  of  frequently  con- 
ferring together  about  a  further  Sale  to  Messieurs  Penn,  and  Gagra- 
doda  reported  to  Mr.  Weiser  that  they  were  in  general  well  disposed, 
except  some  of  the  Oneidos,  who  were  for  putting  off  a  final  De- 
termination till  the  Arrival  of  the  Mohocks,  who  had  kept  the 
Commissioners  waiting  more  than  a  Week,  and  yet  notwithstand- 
ing this  Affront  to  the  Shame  of  that  Government  were  invited  to 
come  and  told  they  could  not  treat  without  them.  As  soon  as  they 
came  they  were  called  by  the  Oneidos  to  the  Consultations  about 
the  intended  Purchase,  and  they  advised  them  not  to  sell  the  whole 
or  even  up  to  the  Western  Branch.  Gagradoda  and  Shick  Calam;. 
finding  that  Hendrick  would  have  the  Management  and  thereby 
could  not  prevail  against  them,  came  and  told  Mr.  Weiser  that  the 
Oneidos  had  insisted  on  taking  Hendrick  and  the  Mohocks  into 
Council  to  help  them  to  treat  with  the  Proprs-  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
that  Hendrick  was  thereby  got  into  the  Management  of  it,  and  had 
persuaded  them  not  to  sell  so  much  as  they  intended,  nor  further 
than  the  Allegheny  Hills,  and  to  keep  all  the  Western  Branch  of 
Sasquehannah  in  their  own  Hands,  and  that  they  could  not  make 
Head  against  him. 

"On  Saturday  the  thirtieth  of  June,  the  Governor  of  New 
York  delivered  to  the  Indians  the  general  Speech  in  the  Name  of 
himself  and  all  the  Commissioners  present.  And  on  the  Tuesday 
following  the  Indians  made  their  Answer  to  it,  Hendrick,  the  Mo- 
hock Chief,  and  his  Brother  Abraham  being  Speakers.  At  the 
Close  of  their  Speeches  Hendrick  held  up  Two  Belts  and  acquainted 
the  Governor  and  Commissioners  that  the  Six  Nations  had  received 
those  £wo  Belts  from  the  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania,  with  Pro- 
posals to  treat  with  them  for  a  large  Part  of  their  Country,  and 
having  agreed  upon  an  Answer  if  the  Governor  and  Commissioners 
pleased  they  would  give  it  in  this  publick  Congress.  Governor 
Delancey  desired  to  know  of  the  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania 
to  what  Latitude  this  new  Purchase  would  extend,  and  was  told 
that  it  was  intended  to  take  in  all  the  Western  Branch,  none  of 
which  was  more  North  than  Latitude  forty-one  Degrees  and  thirty 
minutes.  It  was  likewise  mentioned  to  the  Governor  that  as  ali 
Land  Treaties  were  carried  on  between  the  Proprietaries  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  Indians  in  the  most  open  manner,  the  Proposals  i  £ 
every  intended  Purchase  being  first  sent  by  the  Proprietaries  to  the 
Council  at  Onondago  and  Delegates  appointed  by  the  whole  Body 
VOL.  vi. — 8. 
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of  Indians  to  execute  the  Deed  and  receive  the  Consideration  Mo- 
ney, it  would  give  the  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania  Pleasure 
and  might  he  of  Use  at  this  time  if  this  Treaty  might  be  made  in 
the  publick  Congress. 

"  Governor  Delancey  then  asked  the  other  Commissioners,  aa 
this  Matter  regarded  only  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  whether 
it  might  not  be  better  transacted  between  them  and  the  Indians  in 
their  Lodgings,  and  they  thinking  it  might,  Hendriek  was  told  this, 
and  the  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania  appointed  the  Indians  to  meet 
them  the  next  day  at  their  Lodgings;  and  to  our  great  Surprize  when 
the  rough  Draught  of  this  part  of  the  Minutes  was  read  at  the  next 
Meeting  of  Governor  and  Commissioners,  it  was  said  that  this  made 
no  Part  of  the  Business  of  the  Congress,  and  ought  not  to  be  put 
into  the  Minutes;  to  which  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Pennsyl- 
vania replied,  that  whatever  came  voluntarily  from  the  Indians  and 
was  delivered  in  publick  was  as  much  a  Part  of  the  Business  of  the 
Congress  as  any  other  thing  mentioned  by  them.  With  respect  to 
the  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania  it  was  indifferent  whether  any 
Notice  should  be  taken  of  it  or  no,  but  it  appeared  something  sin- 
gular that  at  a  time  when  the  Commissioners  were  brought  here  at 
a  great  Expence  to  their  Governments  to  settle  Differences  that 
arose  between  New  York  and  the  Indians,  on  Account  of  fraudulent 
Proceedings  in  Land  Treaties  with  the  Indians,  they  should  decline, 
accepting  the  Offer  made  them  by  the  Indians  of  having  One  of 
those  Treaties  made  in  publick,  as  the  Indians  might  make  this  Offer 
on  purpose  to  begin  a  Precedent,  and  to  shew  that  they  would 
chuse  to  treat  in  the  most  publick  manner  on  such  Occasions  for 
the  future.  And  now  that  they  not  only  declined  this  reasonable 
Offer,  but  insisted  that  neither  the  Offer  nor  their  Refusal  should  be 
put  upon  the  Minutes,  it  could  not  be  thought  they  were  sensible  of 
their  having  done  wrong,  and  were  desirous  the  Publick  should  not 
know  that  they  had  done  so.  Notwithstanding  this,  it  was  unani- 
mously agreed  that  the  Clerk  should  take  no  Notice  of  what  Hen- 
driek had  said  on  this  particular  Occasion  in  the  Minutes,  and  the 
Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania  not  thinking  it  proper  to  protest 
did  acquiesce." 


"  At  a  Meeting  of  Seventy  of  the  Six  Nations  at  Mr.  James  Ste- 
venson's, in  Albany,  Friday  the  Fifth  Day  of  July,  1754. 

" present : 

u  John  Penn,  Richard  Peters,  Isaac  Norris,  and  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin, Esquires,  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania. 

"  Conrad  Weiscr,  Esquire,  Interpreter. 

"  The  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania  spoke  as  follows : 
« *  Brethren : 

u  '  We  were  glad  to  hear  You  mention  in  the  grand  Council  that 
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the  Six  Nations  had  received  several  Messages  from  the  Proprieta- 
ries of  Pennsylvania,  expressing  a  Desire  to  treat  with  them  for  a 
further  Purchase  of  Lands  in  their  Province,  and  had  it  been  agree- 
able to  the  Governor  and  Commissioners  We  should  have  willingly 
treated  with  You  then.  The  Governors  of  Pennsylvania  always 
desire  to  have  their  Treaties  with  the  Indians  made  in  the  most  pub- 
lic manner,  that  all  the  World  may  know  what  is  agreed  on  between 
them.  But  since  it  has  been  thought  proper  that  We  should  treat 
with  You  in  our  Lodgings,  We  let  You  know  that  we  have  full 
Power  from  the  Proprietaries  to  hold  such  a  Treaty  with  You,  and 
and  that  agreeable  to  Message  sent  to  the  Six  Nations  by  the  Gov- 
ernor We  have  since  our  Arrival  in  this  Town  ordered  it  to  be 
proposed  to  You  by  the  Interpreter  that  You  should  make  a  Deed 
for  all  the  Lands  that  have  been  settled  by  White  People,  or  are 
now  wanted  for  Settlements  on  the  West  Side  of  the  River 
Sasquehannah  as  far  Westward  as  the  Province  extends,  and  as  far 
North  of  the  Kittochtinny  Hills,  the  present  Boundary  between 
You  and  the  Proprietaries,  as  You  shall  think  proper  to  part  with, 
and  the  larger  the  Tract  the  more  agreeable  to  Us,  and  the  larger 
our  Present  to  You  will  be ;  And  as  You  have  had  this  Matter  for 
some  Days  under  your  Consideration,  and  have  told  Us  You  were 
td-eady  to  give  an  Answer,  We  now  wait  to  hear  it.; 

"  The  Indians  in  our  Presence  made  a  Circle  at  one  End  of  the 
Room  in  order  to  confer  among  themselves,  and  they  spent  more 
than  an  hour  in  Consultation,  and  were  very  warm  and  earnest  in 
their  Debates,  and  seemed  to  diiFer  much  in  Opinion.  Hendrick 
spoke  a  great  deal,  and  turning  round  observed  Mr.  Weiser  near 
them  and  desired  him  to  withdraw,  which  he  did,  and  after  some 
little  time  they  sent  for  him  and  took  him  into  their  Council,  asked 
his  Opinion  on  divers  Matters,  and  then  returned  to  their  Seats  as 
at  first.     Hendrick  spoke  as  follows  : 

"  <  Brother : 

" '  We  have  now  the  Pleasure  of  seeing  one  another  together  in 
Albany ;  Let  us  talk  together  freely.  We  thought  the  Boundaries 
had  been  settled  between  Us  and  the  White  People.  We  received 
a  Message  from  You  relating  to  those  Lands,  which  We  shall  now 
have  some  Talk  about. 

"  (  We  have  several  times  desired  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania 
to  remove  his  People  from  our  Lands,  and  We  understand  he  has 
done  his  utmost  Endeavours  for  that  Purpose  except  using  Force, 
which  We  do  not  desire  he  should.  We  are  now,  therefore,  willing 
to  part  with  them,  and  expect  to  be  paid  for  them. 

<: '  Brother  Onas  : 

"  <  What  We  are  now  going  to  say  is  a  Matter  of  great  Monwn*, 
which  We  desire  you  to  remember  as  long  as  the  Sun  and  Moon 
lasts.     We  are  willing  to  sell  You  this  large  Tract  of  Land  for  your 
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People  to  live  upon,  but  We  desire  this  may  be  considered  as  Part 
of  our  Agreement  that  when  We  are  all  dead  and  gone  your  Grand- 
children may  not  say  to  our  Grandchildren  that  your  Forefathers 
sold  the  Land  to  our  Forefathers,  and  therefore  be  gone  off  them. 
This  is  wrong.  Let  Us  be  all  as  Brethren  as  well  after  as  before 
of  giving  you  Deeds  for  Land.  After  We  have  sold  our  Land  We 
in  a  little  time  have  nothing  to  Shew  for  it;  but  it  is  not  so  with 
You,  Your  Grandchildren  will  get  something  from  it  as  long  as  the 
World  stands;  our  Grandchildren  will  have  no  advantage  from  it; 
They  will  say  We  were  Fools  for  selling  so  much  Land  for  so  small 
a  matter,  and  curse  Us;  therefore  let  it  be  a  Part  of  the  present 
Agreement  that  We  shall  treat  one  another  as  Brethren  to  the  latest 
Generation,  even  after  We  shall  not  have  left  a  Foot  of  Land/ 

"  Gave  a  Belt  of  Six  Rows. 
'• '  Brother : 

"  l  We  desire  You  to  give  Ear  to  what  We  are  now  going  to  say. 
Land  is  grown  very  dear  You  know,  and  is  become  very  valuable. 
We  desire  You  would  content  yourself  with  what  We  shall  now 
grant  You.  We  will  never  part  with  the  Land  at  Shamokin  and 
Wyomink;  our  Bones  are  scattered  there,  and  on  this  Land  there 
has  always  been  a  great  Council  Fire.  We  desire  You  will  not  h 
take  it  amiss  that  we  will  not  part  with  it,  for  We  reserve  it  to 
settle  such  of  our  Nations  upon  as  shall  come  to  us  from  the  Ohio, 
or  any  others  who  shall  deserve  to  be  in  our  Alliance.  Abundance 
of  Indians  are  moving  up  and  down,  and  We  shall  invite  all  such 
to  come  and  live  here,  that  so  We  may  strengthen  ourselves/ 

"  Gave  a  Belt  of  Eight  Bows. 
" » Brother : 

"  '  It  is  customary  upon  these  Occasions  when  We  sell  Land  for 
both  Parties  to  have  a  Copy  of  what  is  transacted.     We,  therefore, 
desire  Y'ou  would  let  Us  have  one,  and  We  will  give  it  to  one  of 
Our  young  Men  who  will  keep  it  for  Us. 
"'Brother:  * 

"  'We  have  heard  since  We  came  here  that  our  Brother  Onas  and 
our  Brother  of  New  England  have  had  some  Disputes  about  the 
Lands  of  Sasquehannah — a  Dispute  of  the  same  kind  as  that  of  the 
Governor  of  Canada  and  Assaragoah,  but  We  desire  You  would  not 
differ  with  one  another  about  it,  for  neither  shall  have  it.  We  will 
not  part  with  it  to  neither  of  You.  We  will  reserve  it  for  our  West- 
ern Indians  to  live  upon. 
" '  Brethren  : 

"  '  Last  Year  Col.  Johnson  was  at  Onondago.  He  told  Us  Brother 
Onas  had  a  handsome  Present  for  Us.  We  have  not  heard  of  it 
since.  If  it  be  true  We  desire  You  would  let  Us  know,  and  give  it 
to  Us  now.  Y"ou  see  We  are  a  poor  People,  and  some  of  Us  have 
not  so  much  as  a  Breech  Clout  to  cover  Us.' 
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"The  Commissioners  thanked  them  for  the  kind  Manner  in  which 
they  had  spoken  to  them,  and  said  they  would  take  it  into  Con- 
sideration and  return  them  an  Answer  to-morrow  morning.  Then 
the  Indians  were  treated  with  Wine  and  Punch  and  dismissed. 

"In  the  afternoon  Mr.  Weiser  informed  the  Commissioners  that 
high  Dissentions  arose  among  the  Indians,  and  desired  they  would 
not  think  of  Meeting  them  in  Council  nor  prepare  an  Answer  to 
their  Speeches  nor  see  their  Chiefs  till  he  could  find  out  what  would 
be  the  Issue  of  their  Consultations  j  he  b-alieved  some  bad  People 
had  poisoned  their  Sentiments,  and  supposed  it  to  be  Lydius  and 
Mr.  Woodbridge,  by  the  means  of  Hendrick,  with  whom  they  were 
intimate.  Mr.  Weiser  was  ordered  not  to  truckle  at  all  nor  to  go 
from  the  Proposals,  but  to  leave  the  Indians  to  themselves,  and  wa.s 
told  it  would  be  better  to  know  what  Influence  was  used  and  who 
used  it  over  them,  and  which  were  for  and  which  against  Us,  and 
with  what  Views,  &  that  at  all  Events  it  would  be  unbecoming  the 
Character  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  which  had  been  re- 
markably kind  and  just  to  the  Indians,  to  take  any  ill  Usage  from 
them,  and  rather  not  to  treat  at  all  than  do  this.  Mr.  Weiser  con- 
curring in  Opinion,  the  Indians  were  left  to  themselves,  and  in  the 
Evening  their  Chiefs  proposed  to  the  Commissioners  b}r  Mr.  Weiser 
to  give  a  Deed  for  all  the  Lands  to  the  South  of  the  Western  Branch 
as  far  as  the  Allegheny  Hills,  but  no  farther.  This  proposal  the 
Commissioners  took  unkindly  of  the  Indians,  and  ordered  Mr.  Weiser 
to  tell  them  that  it  would  not  be  accepted,  and  that  the  Commis- 
sioners supposed  by  their  bounding  their  Sale  by  the  Allegheny 
Hills  that  they  were  under  Contract  with  the  French  for  the  Ohio 
Lands,  and  desired  they  would  explain  themselves  on  this  head,  for 
if  it  was  so  or  that  they  were  any  way  afraid  to  aleniate  those  Lands 
which  were  clearly  within  Mr.  Penn's  Grant,  the  Commissioners 
should  desist  all  further  Treaty  with  them. 

"  In  former  Agreements  for  Lands  in  Pennsylvania  the  Mohock? 
did  not  share  the  Consideration  Money  with  the  other  Nations,  as 
they  did  not  lay  claim  to  any  of  those  Lands,  and  the  Lands  now 
under  Consideration  did  really  belong  to  the  Cayugas  and  Oneidas 
in  Right  of  the  Conquest  of  the  Sasquehannah  Indians,  and  Mr. 
Weiser  knowing  this  paid  no  Court  to  Hendrick,  and  expressed  some 
Resentment  at  the  Regard  shewn  to  his  Opinion  by  the  other  Na- 
tions, and  to  let  Hendrick  see  that  he  would  not  apply  to  him  for 
his  Interest  he  delivered  the  Answer  of  the  Commissioners  to  him 
to  communicate  to  the  Six  Nations  in  Council,  and  added  that  the 
Commissioners  were  much  displeased  and  he  verily  believed  woulo 
take  no  further  Notice  of  them,  especially  as  their  limiting  the  Pur- 
chase by  the  Allegheny  Mountains  made  them  suspect  some  under- 
hand Dealings  between  the  Six  Nations  and  the  Governor  of  Canada. 

"  Mr.  Weiser  was  afterwards  told  that  Hendrick  delivered  the 
Commissioners'  Answer  to  the  Six  Nations  in  their  Council  trulv 
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and  fully  as  it  was  told  him,  and  then  in  a  pathetic  Speeeh,  in 
which  he  set  forth  the  constant  good  Usage  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania  and  their  affectionate  and  generous  Usage  of  the  In- 
dians, he  advised  them  to  take  the  Frowns  off  from  the  Brow  of  their 
Brethren,  and  to  grant  them  the  Lands  according  to  the  Western 
Bounds  of  the  Province,  which  he  had  enquired  of,  and  was  told  by 
the  Interpreter  extended  beyond  the  Ohio,  and  took  in  the  Eastern 
Part  of  Lake  Erie.  And  this  Proposal  of  Hendrick's  being  unani- 
mously agreed  to,  Mr.  Weiser  was  called  into  their  Council  and 
informed  of  their  Resolution  not  to  suffer  the  Commissioners  to 
depart  in  Anger,  and  then  in  Conferences  the  Indians  and  He 
settled  the  Bounds  of  the  Purchase,  viz'-'  to  extend  from  the  Kit- 
tochtinny  Hills  on  Sasquehannah  River  as  far  North  as  a  Creek 
called  Kayarondinagh,  situate  about  four  or  five  Miles  South  of  the 
Mouth  of  the  Western  Branch,  and  from  thence  to  go  North-West 
and  by  West  to  the  Extent  of  the  Province  on  the  other  Side  of 
Ohio,  or  into  Lake  Erie,  as  it  should  happen.  The  Indians  and  Mr. 
Weiser,  on  examining  Mr.  Lewis  Evans'  Map,  which  they  had  all 
along  consulted  in  their  Debates,  imagining  that  the  Waters  of 
Juniata,  which  were  all  intended  to  be  included  within  this  Pur- 
chase, did,  some  of  them,  run  a  good  Way  to  the  Northward- of  the 
Mouth  of  Kayarondinagh,  agreed  upon  this  Course,  as  what  would 
clear  all  the  Waters  of  Juniata,  and  give  the  Proprietaries  a  good 
Extent  on  the  River  Ohio. 

"  After  this,  and  settling  all  other  Terms  Amicably  with  the  In- 
dians, Mr.  Weiser  by  their  Order  informed  the  Commissioners  that 
the  Indians  were  ready  to  meet  them  and  would  speak  first,  where- 
upon the  Commissioners  sent  for  them." 


11  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  at  Mr.  Jame& 
Stephenson's  in  Albany,  Saturday  the  Sixth  of  July,  1754. 

"  PRESENT : 

"JohnPenn,  1 

"  Richard  Peters,  t?      •        n 

tlj        m     •  r  Esquires,  Commissioners. 

u  Benjamin  Franklin,  J 

"  Many  Gentlemen,  Commissioners  for  the  other  Provinces. 

"Mr.  Thomas  Pownall,  Brother  to  John  Pownall,  one  of  the  Clerks 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  And  several  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Albany. 

"  Mr.  Conrad  Weiser,  Interpreter. 

"Hendrick,  Speaker. 

"  Hendrick  spoke  as  follows  : 
«  '  Brother  Onas — 

" i  It  has  given  Us  no  small  concern  to  see  the  Frowns  setting 
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on  your  Brow.  Mr.  "Weiser  has  assured  Us  that  You  have  taken 
much  amiss  our  Proposal  to  bound  the  Lands  by  the  Apalacian 
Mountains,  and  have  put  a  Construction  on  this  proposed  Boundary 
very  unfavourable  to  Us  and  our  Intentions.  You  think,  as  he  tells 
Us,  that  We  have  some  Design  to  favour  the  French  claims  and 
are  unwilling  to  convey  to  You  any  Lands  to  the  West  of  those 
Hills  and  on  the  River  Ohio,  because  We  either  have  disposed  or 
intend  to  dispose  of  them  to  Onontio.  To  shew  You  that  your  Dis- 
pleasure gives  Us  real  Concern,  and  that  We  will  not  suffer  it  to 
continue  longer,  and  that  your  Suspicions  are  without  Foundation, 
We  now  tell  You  that  if  You  consent  to  make  the  Creek  Kayaron- 
dinagh  the  Boundary  of  the  Deed  to  be  executed  by  Us  on  Sasque- 
hannah,  the  North  Line  shall  go  to  the  North  of  the  West  as  far  as 
your  Province  extends,  let  it  reach  beyond  the  Ohio  and  to  Lake  Erie 
wherever  it  will.  This  will  convince  the  World  and  You  that  we 
have  no  Connection  with  Onontio,  since  those  Lands  from  this  Time 
will  belong  by  our  Title  to  King  George  and  to  Onas.  Make  out 
your  Deed  and  be  not  long  about  it. 

"  l .As  to  Wyomink  and  Shamokin  and  the  Land  contiguous  thereto 
on  Sasquehannah,  We  reserve  them  for  our  hunting  Ground  and 
for  the  Residence  of  Such  as  in  this  time  of  War  shall  remove  from 
among  the  French  and  chuse  to  live  there,  and  We  have  appointed 
John  Shick  Calamy  to  take  care  of  them.  He  is  our  Representa- 
tive and  Agent  there,  and  has  our  Orders  not  to  suffer  either  Onas' 
People  nor  the  New  Englanders  to  settle  any  of  those  Lands,  and 
if  any  shall  presume  to  do  it  We  have  directed  him  to  complain  to 
Onas,  whether  it  shall  be  his  own  People  or  from  other  Provinces, 
and  to  insist  on  their  being  turned  off,  and  if  he  shall  fail  in  this 
Application  We  will  come  ourselves  and  turn  them  off.  No  body 
shall  have  this  Land.     Get  your  Deed  ready  as  fast  as  You  can.' 

"  The  Commissioners  expressed  their  Satisfaction,  and  having  filled 
up  the  Blanks  left  in  the  Deed  for  the  Boundaries  and  paid  down  a 
thousand  Peices  of  Eight,  and  promised  by  an  Endorsement  on  the 
Deed  to  give  another  thousand  Peices  when  the  Lands  West  of  the 
Apalacian  Hills  should  be  settled,  the  Indians  executed  the  follow- 
ing Deed. 

"  The  Indians  were  told  that  the  Present  which  Col.  Johnson 
made  Mention  of  to  them  was  made  to  their  poor  and  distressed 
Brethren  of  the  Six  Nations,  Shawonese,  and  Delawares,  and  Twight- 
wees,  and  Owendats,  on  the  Ohio,  because  they  were  in  want,  hav- 
ing been  harrassed  and  abused  by  the  French,  for  which  they  gave 
Thanks. 

•'  '  Deed  from  the  Six  Nations  to  the  Proprietaries: 
u  (  To  all  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come  Greeting  : 

" l  Henry  Peters,  Abraham  Peters,  Blandt,  Johannes  Satsyhowano, 
Johannes  Kanadakoyon,  Abraham  Sastaghredohy,  Sachems  or  Chiefs 
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of  the  Mohock  Nation ;  Aneeghnaxqua,  Taraghorus,  Tohaghdaagb- 
quyserry  alias  Cornelius,  Kaehneghdackon,  Sachems  or  Chiefs  of 
the  Oneido  Nation;  Qtsinughyada,  alias  Bunt  (in  behalf  of  himself 
and  all  the  Sachems  and  Chiefs  of  the  Onondago  Nation) ;  Scanuraty, 
Tanaghdorus,  Tokaaiyon,  Kaghradodon,  Sachems  or  Chiefs  of  the 
Cayuga  Nation;  Kalrickdodon  alias  Groote  Younge,  Takeghsatu, 
Tiyonenhokaraw,  Sachems  or  Chiefs"  of  the  Seneca  Nation;  Suntrugk- 
wacken,  Sagochsidodagon,  Tohashwangarus,  Orontakayon,  alias  John 
Nixon,  Tistsagkton,  Sachems  or  Chiefs  of  the  Tuscarora  Nation,  for  and 
in  Consideration  of  the  Sum  of  Four  Hundred  Pounds  Currant  Money 
of  the  Province  of  New  York,  the  Receipt  -whereof  they  do  hereby 
acknowledge  for  and  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  all  the  Six  Na- 
tions aforesaid  and  every  of  them,  have  given,  granted,  bargained, 
sold,  released,  and  confirmed,  And  by  these  Presents  do  and  every 
of  them  doth  give,  grant,  bargain,  sell,  release,  and  confirm  unto 
Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn,  Proprietaries  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania,  their  Heirs,  Successors,  and  Assigns,  All  the  Lands 
lying  within  the  said  Province  of  Pennsylvania  bounded  and 
limited  as  follows,  namely :  Beginning  at  the1  Kittochtinny  or 
Blue  Hills  on  the  West  Bank  of  Sasquehannah  River,  and  thence 
by  the  said  River  to  a  mile  above  the  Mouth  of  a  certain  Creek 
called  Kayarondinhagh ;  thence  North-West  and  by  West  as  far  as 
the  said  Province  of  Pennsilvania  extends  to  its  Western  Line  or 
Boundary ;  thence  along  the  said  Western  Line  to  the  South  Line 
or  Boundary  of  the  said  Province;  thence  by  the  said  South  Line 
or  Boundary  to  the  South  Side  of  the  said  Kittochtinny  Hills ; 
thence  by  the  South  Side  of  the  said  Hills  along  the  said  Hills  to 
the  Place  of  Beginning;  Together,  also,  with  all  the  Rivers,  Creeks, 
Islands,  Ways,  Waters,  Water  Courses,  Woods,  Underwoods,  Tim- 
bers and  Trees,  Mountains,  Hills,  Mines,  Valleys,  Minerals,  Quar- 
ries, Rights,  Privileges,  Hereditaments,  and  Appurtenances  what- 
soever thereunto  belonging  or  in  any  wise  appertaining.  And  all 
the  Right,  Title,  Interest,  Property,  Claim,  and  Demands  whatsoever 
of  the  said  Henry  Peters,  Abraham  Peters,  Blantd,  Johannes 
Satsyhowano,  Johannes  Kandakoyon,  Abraham  Sastaghredohy, 
Aneeghnaxqua,  Taraghorus,  Tohagdaghquyserry,  Kaehneghdackon, 
Otsinughyada,  Scanuraty,  Tannagdorus,  Tokaaiyon,  Kaghradodon, 
Kahickdodon,  Takeghsatu,  Tiyonenkokaraw,  Suntrughwackon,  Sa- 
gochsidodagon, Tohashwangarus,  Orontakayon,  Titsaghton,,  or  any  of 
them,  or  of  any  Person  or  Persons  of  or  belonging  to  the  Six  Nations  of 
Indians  aforesaid,  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  Lands,  Rivers,  Creeks, 
Waters,  Islands,  Hereditaments,  and  Premises  hereby  granted  and 
released,  or  mentioned  or  intended  to  be  hereby  granted  and  re- 
leased, and  every  Part  and  Parcel  thereof  with  their  and  every  of 
their  Appurtenances,  and  the  said  Proprietaries,  Thomas  Penn  and 
Richard  Penn,  their  Heirs,  Successors,  and  Assigns,  To  the  only 
proper  Use  and  Behoof  of  the  said  Proprietaries,  Thomas  Penn 
^nd  Richard  Penn;  their  Heirs,  Successors;  and  Assigns  forever, 
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so  that  neither  the  said  Henry  Peters,  Abraham  Peters,  Blantd, 
Johannes  Satsyhowano,  Johannes  Kanadakoyon,  Abraham  Sastu- 
gredohy,  Anecghnaxqua,  Taraghorus,  Tohaghdaghquyscrry,  Kach- 
neghdackon,  Otsinughyada,  Scanuraty,  Tanuaghdorus,  Tokaaiyon, 
Kaghradodon,  Kahickdodon,  Takegsata,  Tiyonenhokaraw,  Sunt- 
rughwackon,  Sagochsidodagon,  Tohashwangarus,  Orontakayon,  Tit- 
saghton,  nor  any  others  of  the  said  Six  Nations,  nor  their  nor  any 
of  their  Heirs,  Successors,  and  Assigns  shall  or  may  hereafter 
claim,  challenge,  or  demand  any  Right  to  the  said  Lands,  Islands, 
Rivers,  Creeks,  Waters,  Hereditaments,  and  Premises  hereby  granted 
and  released,  but  from  the  same  sh,all  be  barred  for  ever  by  these 
Presents :  And  the  said  Chiefs  do  hereby  Covenant  and  declare 
that  the  Rights  to  the  said  Lands  and  Premises  is  solely  in  them 
and  their  Nations,  and  in  no  other  Nation  whatsoever :  And  it  is 
hereby  mutually  Covenanted  and  agreed  by  and  between  the  said 
Proprietaries  in  behalf  of  themselves,  their  Successors,  and  all  the 
Inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania  for  ever,  of  the  one  Part,  and  the  said 
Chiefs  in  behalf  of  themselves,  their  Nations,  and  their  Children's 
Children  for  ever,  of  the  other  Part;  that  notwithstanding  any 
Sales  of  Lands  which  the  Indians  now  make  or  hereafter  shall 
make  to  the  said  Proprietaries  or  their  Successors,  there  shall  ever 
and  mutually  be  preserved  between  both  the  said  Parties  and  their 
Children  and  Children's  Children  to  the  latest  Posterity  the  same 
Love,  Friendship,  and  kind  Treatment  that  hath  all  along  subsisted 
and  does  now  subsist  between  them.  In  Witness  whereof  the  be- 
fore-named Sachems  or  Chiefs,  for  themselves  and  on  behalf  of  all 
the  People  of  the  Six  Nations  aforesaid,  have  hereunto  set  their 
Hands  and  Seals  at  the  City  of  Albany,  in  the  Province  of  New 
York,  the  Sixth  Day  of  July,  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and 
Fifty-Four,  and  in  the  Twenty-Eighth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  our 
Sovereign  George  the  Second  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ire- 
land, King. 

"  '  Sealed  and  delivered  (the  Words 
[  West  and  by]  wrote  on  an  Erazure  in 
the  Tenth  Line,  and  the  Words  [thence 
along  the  said  Western  Line]  interlined 
between  the  Tenth  and  Eleventh  Lines, 
and  the  Words  [to  its]  also  wrote  on  an 
Erazure  in  the  Tenth  Line,  being  first 
done)  and  the  whole  distinctly  read  and 
interpreted  to  the  Indians  in  the  Pre- 
sence of  Us.  Also  before  executing 
the  Words  [a  mile  above]  between  the 
ninth  and  Tenth  Lines,  and  the  Words 
[along  the  said  Hills]  between  the  tenth 
aud  eleventh  Lines  were  interlined  at 
the  Instance  of  the  Indians. 

"'RICHARD  PETERS,  [l.  s .] 


THOMAS  PENN,  [l.s.] 

and 

[v  RICHARD  PENN,  [l.s.] 

By  their  Attoruie.s, 

JOHN  PENN,  [l.  s.] 
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"'IS  A  AC  NORMS, 

"<  CONRAD  WEISER,  Interpreter, 

"<SAML-  WEISER, 

"<ROBT-  OSBORNE, 

«'WM'  ALEXANDER, 

"<WM-  FRANKLIN, 

"<JA-  STEVENSON, 

"'PETER  GRCENENDYCK, 

"<THOs-  WILLING, 

"'ONONHARIYOH  PAULUS, 

"<N  NICHOLAS  PETERS,  his  Mark, 

"<N  LOWRENS  SONAGARIS,  his  Mark, 

«'J  MOSES  TEGENONDAKE,  his  Mark, 

"<do  CORNELIUS  TERAKARU,  his  Mark, 

<"X  WILLIAM  TARAGHYORAS,  his  Mark. 

"<f  ZACHARIAS  TAN ANGHSAGOUGHTA,  his  Mark, 

his 
"'KAHICKDODON,  -|-  als.  Groote  Young,  [l.  s.] 
Mark, 
his 
"'TAKEGHSATU,  -|-  (Seneca),  [l.  s.] 
Mark. 

his 
"'TIYONEUHOKARAW,  X  (Seneca),  [l.  s.] 
Mark. 
his 
"'TANNAGHDORUS,  f  (Cayugas),  [l.  s.] 
Mark. 
his 
"'TOKAAIYON,  -|-  (Cayuga),  [l.  s.] 
Mark, 
his 
"'KAGHRADODON,  -|-  (Cayuga),  [l.  s.] 
Mark, 
his 

"'OTSINUGHYADA,   M  als.  The  Bunt,[l.  s.]     In  behalf  of 
Mark, 
himself  and  all  the  Chiefs  of  the   Onondagoes,  there  being  none 
others  present  of  that  Nation. 

"'SCANURATY,  -|-  (Cayuga),  [l.  s.] 
Mark. 

his 
"'TOHASHWANGARUS,  f  (Tuscarora),  [l.  s.] 
Mark. 
his 
" <  ORONTAKAYON,Th°  Nals.  John  Nixon,  (Tuscarora),  [l.  s.] 
Mark. 
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his 
"'TISTSAGHTON,  Th°  N  (Tuscarora),  [l.  s.] 
Mark, 
his 
"'ANEEGHNAXEQUA,  f  (Oneido),  [l.  s.] 
Mark. 

'"TARAGHKORUS,  B  (Oneido),  [l.  s.] 
Mark. 

his 
"' TOHAGHDAGHQUYSERRY,  -|-  als.CoRNELius,(Oneido), 

Mark.  [l.  s. ] 

his 
« J  KOCHNEGHDACKON,  -|-  als.  Cornelius,  (Oneido),  [l.  s.] 
Mark. 
his 
'"SUNTRUGHWACKON,  X  (Tuscorora),  [l.  s.] 

Mark, 
his 
"'SAGOOHSIDODAGON,  f  (Tuscorora),  [l.  s.] 
Mark, 
his 
W HENRY  IP  PETERS,  (Mohawk),  [l.  s.] 
Mark, 
his 
"'  ABRAHAM  A  PETERS,  (Mohawk),  [l.  s.] 

Mark. 
"'BLANT'D,  (Mohawk),  [l.  s.] 

his 
"'JOHANNES   X  SATSYHOWANO,  (Mohawk),  [l.  s.] 
Mark, 
his 
"'JOHANNES  -|-  KANADAKOYON,  (Mohawk),  [l.  s.] 
Mark, 
his 
"'ABRAHAM   X  SASTAGHREDCHY,  (Mohawk),  [l.  s.] 
Mark. 

"  Endorsement  on  the  foregoing  deed : 

"  '  Be  it  Remembered,  that  altho'  the  Consideration  Money  now 
paid  and  which  is  the  real  Sum  agreed  for,  yet  before  the  Execu- 
tion of  the  Deed  it  was  further  agreed  by  Us  with  the  Indians  that 
whenever  the  Lands  over  the  Apalacian  Hills  should  be  settled,  the 
Indians  who  signed  the  Deed  are  to  receive  a  further  Sum  not  ex- 
ceeding the  present  Consideration  Money. 

"'JOHN  PENN,  [l.  s.] 
"'RICHARD  PETERS,  [L.  s.] 
" '  Witnesses  present — Isaac  Norris,  Benja.  Eranklin,  "Wm. 
Franklin,  Conrad  Weiser.' 
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"  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Six  Nations  on  Tuesday  the  Ninth  Day  of 
July,  1754. 

"  PRESENT : 

"  John  Penn,  S 

"Richard  Peters,  ho      ■        n 

« Isaac  Norris,  j  Esquires,  Conmnsaoners. 

u  Benjamin  Franklin,  J 

"  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations. 

11  Conrad  Weiser,  Interpreter. 

"  Hendrick  the  Mohock  Chief,  Speaker. 

"The  Indians  were  yesterday  handsomely  entertained  at  the 
Court  House,  and  made  several  complimentary  Speeches  to  the 
G-overnments  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania.  The  Entertainment 
We  were  told  gave  great  Offence  to  the  Commissioners  of  Albany, 
such  a  thing  having  never  been  done  there. 

"  The  Indians  were  made  acquainted  that  in  the  Year  1736  the 
Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  then  in  this  Province  had  of  their  own 
accord,  after  conveying  a  large  Quantity  of  Land  to  the  Proprie- 
taries, executed  an  Instrument  wherein  they  engaged  that  they 
would  not  sell  to  any  Persons  but  the  Proprietaries  any  Lands 
within  the  Limits  of  their  Charter  from  the  King,  and  as  one  of  the 
Indians  who  had  executed  that  Deed  was  now  present,  viz'-'  Ta- 
hashwangoas,  he  was  desired  to  tell  the  Indians  the  manner  of  its 
being  executed,  and  he  declared  that  it  was  done  publickly  and  of 
their  own  voluntary  Motion  as  a  Testimony  of  their  great  Regard 
for  the  Proprietaries,  who  had  at  that  very  Treaty  given  them  a 
generous  Proof  of  their  upright  Dealing  with  the  Indians  by  paying 
a  third  time  for  the  Sasquehannah  Lands,  having  bought  them  of 
Col.  Dungan  first  and  then  of  the  Sasquehannah  Indians,  and  that 
he  saw  all  the  Persons  execute  it  with  great  Willingness.  Then 
Hendrick  and  the  other  Indians  present  were  desired  to  look  at  the 
Names  of  the  Signers,  and  having  done  so  they  acknowledged  they 
were  all  principal  Men  among  the  several  Tribes,  and  being  asked 
to  confirm  and  ratify  that  Deed  and  renew  their  Engagements  to  the 
Proprietaries  not  to  sell  to  other  Persons  any  of  their  Lands,  they 
one  and  all  declared  it  to  be  right  and  desired  that  a  short  Deed 
might  be  drawn,  which  was  accordingly  done,  interpreted  and  ex- 
ecuted, both  which  follow  in  these  Words : 


" '  Deed  from  tlie  Six  Nations  to  the  Proprietors. 

"  c  We  the  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  the  Onondagoes, 
Tsanundowans  or  Sinickas,  Cayoogoes,  Oneydas,  Tuscaroroes  (in  be- 
half  also  of  the  Canyingoes  or  Mohacks),  who  have  lately  at  Phila- 
delphia by  our  Deed  in  Writing  dated  the  eleventh  Day  of  this  In- 
stant, October,  released  to  John  Penn,  Thomas  Penn,  and  Richard 
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Perm,  Proprietors  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  their  Heirs  and  Suc- 
cessors, all  their  Right,  Claim,  and  Pretensions  whatsoever  to  all 
the  Lands  on  both  sides  the  River  Sasquehannah  from  the  Mouth 
thereof  as  far  Northward  or  up  the  said  River  as  that  Ridge  of 
Hills  called  the  Tyoninhasaehta  or  endless  mountains  Westward  to 
the  Sitting  of  the  Sun,  and  Eastward  to  the  farthest  Springs  of  the 
Waters  running  into  the  said  River,  do  hereby  further  declare  that 
our  true  Intent  and  meaning  by  the  said  Writing  was  and  is  to  re- 
lease, and  We  do  hereby  more  expressly  release  to  the  said  Proprie- 
tors, their  Heirs  and  Successors  forever,  all  our  Right,  Claim,  and 
Pretensions  whatsoever  to  all  and  every  all  the  Land  lying  within 
the  Bounds  and  Limits  of  the  Government  of  Pennsylvania,  begin- 
ning Eastward  on  the  Paver  Delaware,  as  far  Northward  as  the  said 
Ridge  or  Chain  of  endless  mountains  as  they  cross  the  Country  of 
Pennsylvania  from  the  Eastward  to  the  West. 

" '  And  further,  as  We  have  made  the  firmest  League  of  Friend- 
ship with  our  Brethren  of  Pennsylvania,  and  are  become  as  one 
People  with  them,  We  do  hereby  promise  and  engage  for  our  Child- 
ren and  their  Children  that  neither  we  nor  they  nor  any  in  Authority 
in  our  Nations  will  at  any  Time  bargain,  sell.  Grant,  or  by  any 
means  make  over  to  any  Person  or  Persons  whatsoever,  whether 
white  men  or  Indians,  other  than  to  the  said  Proprietors  the  Child- 
ren of  William  Penn,  or  to  Persons  by  them  Authorized  and  ap- 
pointed to  agree  for  and  receive  the  same,  any  Lands  within  the 
Limits  of  the  Government  of  Pennsylvania  as  'tis  bounded  North- 
ward with  the  Government  of  New  York  and  Albany.  But  when 
we  are  willing  to  dispose  of  any  further  Rights  to  Land  within  the 
Said  Limits  of  Pennsylvania,  We  will  dispose  of  them  to  the  said 
William  Penn's  Children  and  to  no  other  Persons  whatsoever.  In 
Witness  whereof  We  have  in  behalf  of  all  our  Nations  signed  this 
further  Writing,  being  distinctly  read  and  Interpreted  to  us  by  our 
Friend  Conrad  Weiser  the  twenty-fifth  Day  of  October,  1736. 

" '  Witness  (an  Interlineation  of  seventeen  Words,  being  first 
made  between  the  8th  &  9th  Lines.) 

"  '  AN  YUSSQUASUH,  f  his  Mark. 

"'AUYHARUNGQUAS,  f  his  Mark. 

"'CANDAGEH,  f  bis  Mark. 

"'HAWYIENTA,  f  his  Mark. 

"«  JOHAN  SNIDER  POOL. 

"  <  JOHAN  LENHART  FRY. 

"  «  CONRAD  WEISER,  Interpreter. 

his 
"  «  HANUKHUNGO,  f  [L.  s.] 
Mark. 

"'HOTQUANTAGECIITY,  t  [L.  s.] 

Mark. 
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his 
"  <  GALUSKEROWANO,  2  [l.  s.] 
Mark, 
his 
"'GECHTACHHERY,  f  [l.  s.] 
Mark. 

his 
"  '  TAHASIIWANGARORIS,  f  [>  »•]■ 

Mark, 
his 
« *  C  ANAWATO,  f  [>•  s-] 
Mark. 

his 
"'SAGUCHSONYUNT,  f  [l.  s.] 
Mark, 
his 
"'TYUCHRYGERECHGO,  f  [l.  s.] 

Mark, 
his 
" « SARISTAQUOH,  f  [>•  s.] 
Mark, 
his 
"'SHYKELUNG,  f  [l.  s.] 
Mark, 
his 
"'LACAN  f   NUNTY,  [l.  s.] 
Mark. 

his 
"  <  CAXHAAYU,  f  [l.  s.] 
Mark, 
his 
»  « TOCANAUNGO,  f  [^  s-] 
Mark, 
his 
«  { OSCOTAX,  f  [i.  s.] 
Mark, 
his 
"'SAWUNTGA,  t  [>  s.] 
Mark/ 

il  Endorsement  on  the  foregoing  Deed. 
u  '  Albany  ss : 

" '  Whereas  the  within  Deed  was  the  Day  of  the  Date  hereof 
produced  to  Us  the  Subscribers,  and  interpreted  to  Us  by  Conrad 
Weiser  in  the  Indian  Language,  and  the  Names  and  Marks  of  the 
Signers  of  it  were  then  carefully  examined  and  the  Execution  thereof 
was  attested  to  Us  by  Tahashwango  as  One  of  the  Signers  thereof. 
"We,  the  Subscribers,  in  Consideration  thereof,  and  of  Five  Shillings 
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to  Us  in  Hand  paid,  do  for  Ourselves,  our  Children,  and  their 
Children's  Children,  and  in  behalf  of  the  Six  Nations,  confirm, 
ratify,  and  hold  good  the  said  Deed,  and  do  promise,  covenant,  and 
engage  to  and  with  Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn,  Esquires,  the 
present  Proprietors  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  that  neither 
We  nor  any  by  our  Authority  shall  sell,  grant,  or  convey  to  an/ 
other  than  the  said  Proprietaries,  their  Heirs  and  Assigns,  any 
Lands  within  the  Limits  of  the  said  Province.  Witness  our  Hands 
and  Seals  this  Ninth  Day  of  July,  1754. 

"  '  Sealed  and  Delivered  in  the  Presence  of  Us, 

'"ISAAC  NORRIS, 
<"WM- FRANKLIN, 
"'CONRAD  WEISER, 
"'PAULUS  ONONHARIYO, 
"'SAMUEL  WEISER, 
"'JA,  STEVENSON, 

his 
"'ANNEGHNAXQUAM  [l.  s.] 
Mark, 
his 
"'TOIIAGHDAGH  H  QUYSERRY,  [l.  s.] 

Mark. 
"'KAROCHYAKTATTY,  alias  Nicholas  Peters,  [l.  s.] 
"'ABRAHAM  A  PETERS,  [l.  s.] 
'"SCARURATY,  0  [l.  s.] 
"'BLANTD,  [l.  s.] 
"'HENRY  1-P  PETERS,  [l.  s.] 

XBUNT,  [l.  s.] 
"'SAGECHSI,  x[l.  s.J 

"  Then  Hendrick  declared  that  as  Times  were  likely  to  become 
troublesome,  if  the  Governor  wanted  to  know  the  true  Disposition 
of  the  Indians  or  to  consult  on  Affairs,  and  would  at  any  time  send 
for  him,  be  would  be  sure  to  come  with  a  few  of  the  principal 
Mohocks  and  confer  with  him  as  Brethren  should  with  one  another. 

"  Names  of  the  Indians  at  the  Treaty,  vizt.: 
" Mohawks  of  Onunwara.  " Indians  of  Oneido. 

"Tsistarare,  Seth,  "  Kanoughrageayate, 

"Onaagaghte,  Johannes,  "Tanughuaaqua, 

"Soyoewese,  Joseph,  "  Tahaghtaghqueesere, 

"Oghnawera,  Daniel,  "Watsatuhha, 

"Tehanoghsagoghtha,  Zacharias,  "  Keandarundie, 
"Tiycragaro,  Zacharias,  "  Niyoherasa. 

"Toqucerort,  Jacob,  "Indians  of  Oghquary. 

"Sonoharese,  Seth,  "  Tarroghioris,  William, 

"Canagrunko,  Seth,  Junr-  "  Kanosteahse,  Abraham, 

"Tayendako,  "Teyonogo,  Hendrick, 
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"  Teziniaghko,  Setb, 
"Taggukan,  Beneer, 
u  Kanowagoenra,  Abraham. 

"Indians  of  Oghquary. 
"  Canadagaye,  Johannes, 
"Teckyenondackho,  Moses, 
"  Kayeghdorha,  Laurus, 
"  Canaghsadirho,  Thomas, 
"  Aquirantockquaghs,  Hendrick, 
"Tsiwero,  John, 
"  Taweyagearatt,  Dan1-  Junr- 
"Daatheroro,  Thomas,  Sen'- 
"Oniengooto,  Daniel,  Senr* 
"Adeko, 
"Tekarohhonte, 
"Siyaditaghko,  Johns, 
"Isaack, 
"David, 
"  Onidyoghgory,  Nickas. 

"Indians  of  Ocquagliho. 
"  Saghstaghretsy,  Abraham, 
u  Gaweaghnoge,  Brantd, 
"  Aquiraeaghse,  Lawrence, 
"Raheeyoghse,  Johannes, 
"  Alndaraghniro,  Peter, 
"Soraghkoa,  Joseph, 
"Towaniawe,  Jacob, 
"  Tehotkaghraantoghho,  Peter, 
u  Skawayendavano,  Joseph, 
"  Orundadeckha,  Henry, 
"Tooghweankarote,  Paulus. 

"Indians  of  Sckoohary. 
"Nahohidaye,  Lauras, 
"  Tehodoghwenziagoghtho,  Seth, 
"Ziniungino,  John, 
"  Anaghgoonighs,  Jacob, 
"  Kanigoghare, 
"Aweahaghse,  David, 
"  Aghsunhaqueks,  Hanslbry, 
"  Keantslaghroot,  Jacob, 
"  Unughrageaghte,  Lawrence, 
"  Kaneya,  Joseph, 
"  Decanajiyasero,  Johannes, 
"  Th'rewaghty,  Joseph, 
"  Karunghiazigoa,  Joseph, 
"  Arighwanientha,  Nicholas, 
"  Orighuryughsto,  David. 


"  Karunghiadeckha,  Brantd, 
"  Canagaradoughqua,  Brantd^ 
"Tiyonidade,  David. 

"  Young  Men. 
"Ohihaweaghte,  Joseph, 
"  Saghsanowane,  Peter, 
"  Okaghsageghte,  Jacob, 
"Aghseanthearo,  Lot, 
"  Taosaquatho,  Arent, 
"  Skaheghtade,  Joseph, 
"  Adarockquaghs,  Adam, 
"  Gideon, 
"Ayenkoony,  Peter. 

"Indians  of  Anowara 
"Towaraghions,  William, 
"Onughrageghte,  David, 
"Sagoderinghtha,  Jacob, 
"Tekarihogo,  Johannes, 
"Anatshiaeaghse,  Nicholas,  Junr- 
"Oneaagaghte,  Jacob, 
"Tayayake,  Isaac, 
"Sakotsa,  David, 
"  Joseph, 

"  Onohariwe,  Paulus, 
"Adekodara,  Aaron, 
"  Owadokweany,  Nicholas. 

"Indians  of  Onondago. 
"Ozinoghiato, 
"  Sorihowans, 
"  Canatsiagaye, 
"  Tehatkawadoris. 

"  Seneca  Indians. 
"Gahikdote,  Grote  Younge, 
"Tageaghsado, 
"  Sakayenquaraghto, 
"Toyenockha, 
"  Sorkadowane, 
"  Wahanatseary, 
"Onwayoense. 

"  Cayuga  Indiaris. 
"Tekacaye,  fine  Carse, 
"Ihaghradote, 
"  Skanearade, 
"  Qyeaghseragearat, 
"  Oniarageghte,  Arent. 


After  all  was  done  with  the  Indians,  Mr.  Woodbridge,  a.  School; 
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master  as  before  mentioned  of  Stockbridge,  employed  by  the  Con- 
necticut People  to  make  the  Contract  with  the  Indians  for  the 
Sasquehannah  Lands,  came  to  Mr.  Peters  and  declared  that  if  he 
could  be  assured  of  Mr.  Penn's  Title  to  those  Lands  he  would 
desist  treating  with  the  Indians  in  favor  of  the  Connecticut  People ; 
and  to  satisfy  him  Mr.  Peters  shew'd  him  the  several  Deeds  made 
to  the  late  and  present  Proprietors  for  those  Lands,  and  the  genera! 
Deed  of  the  Six  Nations  not  to  sell  but  to  the  Proprietaries  any 
Lands  within  the  Limits  of  the  Royal  Grant  of  the  Province,  and 
when  he  had  perused  them  he  declared  himself  perfectly  satisfied , 
and  assured  Mr.  Peters  that  those  People  would  give  the  Proprieta- 
ries no  further  trouble. 

"Col.  Williams  one  of  the  Connecticut  Commissioners  had  like- 
wise the  Perusal  of  the  Deeds,  and  told  Mr.  Peters  that  the  Pro- 
prietaries Title  appeared  to  him  to  be  good,  though  he  was  then  and 
is  now  one  of  the  principal  Persons  concerned  in  this  dark  Affair. 

"  We  have,  Sir,  given  you  a  full  account  of  all  our  Transactions 
in  the  Discharge  of  your  Orders,  and  We  hope  it  will  meet  with 
your  Approbation. 

"  We  are  Your  Honour's  most  obedient  humble  Servants, 

"JOHN  PENN, 
"  RICHARD  PETERS. 
"Philadelphia,  5th  August,  1754." 

"  The  Insolence  of  the  French  Indians,  and  the  mean  Impres- 
sions they  have  received  from  the  French  of  the  English,  will 
appear*  by  the  Demand  that  the  Caghnawago  Indians  had  the  Assu- 
rance to  make  in  the  following  Letter,  for  a  further  Reward  fo: 
releasing  McGuinty  and  other  Indian  Traders  that  they  had  taken 
as  they  were  following  their  Trade  and  carried  prisoners  to  Mont- 
real, treating  them  as  Slaves  and  offering  them  to  Sale  as  if  thev 
were  Negroes,  to  the  French  and  under  the  Sight  of  the  Governor 
of  Canada.  Mr.  Reyendert  Schuyler  received  the  Letter  from  the 
Hands  of  a  Cahnawago  Indian,  and  sent  it  to  Mr.  Norris,  who  laid 
it  before  the  Pennsylvania  Commissioners,  and  they  desired  the  Let- 
ter might  remain  with  them  in  order  to  be  shewn  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  it  is  ordered  to  be  entered  in  the  Miuutes;  being  as 
follows : 

" '  Du  Sault,  St.  Louis,  ce  14  Juin,  1754. 

" '  Je  te  prie  mon  Frere  Anagarondon  de  faire  faire  Attention  a 
tous  nos  Messieurs  sur  ceque  Jen'est  point  etc  satisfait  du  Prisonnier 
que  Je  vous  ai  Remy  a  Aurange  1'armee  derniere,  mes  jeunes  Gens 
medise  tous  les  jours  qu'il  ne  sont  pouit  Coutant  de  votre  facondagir. 
et  qu'a  lavenir  ils  n'amenneront  plus  les  Homines  vivan  puis  qu'on 
ne  leur  donne  pas  seulementde  quoy  avoir  un  petit  Esclave  sauvage. 
tu  scais  mon  Frere  que  Je  n'ai  en  que  quatre  vingt  dix  Livre  de 
VOL.  VI. — 9. 
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aotre  Ardent,  Je  charge  mon  Jeandre  de  cette  Commission,  il  tyex- 
pliquera  mes  Sentiments  au  te  remettan  ma  Lettre,  le  moin  qu'on 
paje  un  Prisonnier  e'esf  quatre  cent  Livre,  fait  faire  attention  a 
ceur  qui  ont  ces  sortes  d'affaires  entre  lea  Munis ;  sans  quoy  Je  ne 
repon  point  des  ftvenements  qui  pounoit  arriver  a  lavenir  lorsque 
mes  jeunes  Gens  feron  des  Prisonniers. 

" '  ONONR  AGUITE, 


i(  c 


Chef  du  Sault,  St.  Louis.' 


The  following  Letter  and  Petitions  were  laid  before  the  Assem- 
bly : 

H  A  Letter  to  the   Governor  from  Andrew  Montour. 

"  Winchester,  the  21st  July,  1754. 
"  May  it  please  your  Honour  : 

"  The  Half  King  and  Monekatootha  with  a  Body  of  the  Six 
Nations  from  Ohio  came  down  to  the  back  Parts  of  Virginia,  bufc 
would  not  stay  in  that  Government j  they  are  gone  to  Aucquick  to 
settle,  where  the  other  Indians  as  fust  as  they  can  get  off  from  the 
French  are  to  join  them;  as  there  is  a  large  Body  of  them  and  no 
Ground  there  to  hunt  to  support  their  Families,  they  expect  their 
Brothers  the  Pennsylvanians  will  provide  for  their  Families  as  their 
Men  will  be  engaged  in  the  War.     1  am, 

"  Your  Honour's  most  obed'-  humb.  S1*' 
his 
"ANDREW*!  MONTOUR/' 
mark. 


1,1  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Cumberland  County  to  the  Gov- 

ernor  : 

H  To  the  Honourable  JAMES  HAMIL  TON,  Esquire,  Lieuten- 
ant Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex, 
upon  Delaware, 

11  The  Address  of  the  Subscribers,  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Cum- 
berland, humbly  Sheweth  : 

11  That  We  are  now  in  the  most  imminent  Danger  by  a  powerful 
Army  of  cruel,  merciless,  and  inhuman  Enemies,  by  whom  our  Lives,  j 
Liberties,  Estates,  and  all  that  tends  to  promote  our  Welfare,  are  in 
the  utmost  Danger  of  dreadful  Destruction,  and  this  lamentable; 
Truth  is  most  evident  from  the  late  Defeat  of  the  Virginia  Forces;! 
and  now  as  We  are  under  your  Honour's  Protection  We  would  beg) 
your  immediate  Notice — We  living  upon  the  Frontiers  of  the  Pro- 
vince and  our  Enemies  so  close  upon  Us— nothing  doubting  but 
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these  Considerations  will  affect  your  Honour,  and  as  You  have  our 
Welfare  at  Heart  that  You  defer  nothing  that  may  tend  to  hasten 
our  Relief.  And  we  have  hereby  appointed  our  most  trusty  Friends 
Mess"8,  James  Burd  and  Philip  Davies  our  Commissioners  to  delrrer 
this  our  Petition  to  your  Honour,  and  in  hopes  of  your  due  atten- 
tion and  Regard  thereto  We  are  your  Honour's  devoted  Servants; 
and  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  Pray. 

"  BENJAMIN  CHAMBERS, 
I  "  ROBE  LIT  CHAMBERS, 

"JOSEPH  ARMSTRONG, 
"JOHN  SMITH. 

"Cumberland,  15  July,  1754." 

Signed  by  several  others,  being  in  all  Seventy-Five  Signers. 


Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Donegal,  in  Lancaster  County,  to  the 

Governor : 

"  To  the  Honourable  James  Hamilton,  Esquire,  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  on  Delaware, 

"  The  humble  Petition  of  Us,  the  Inhabitants  of  Donegal,  humbly 

sheweth  : 
"  That  your  Petitioners  being  duly  sensible  of  the  great  Danger 
that  our  Province  now  is  in  by  reason  of  such  a  cruel  and  merciless 
Enemy  as  We  are  now  engaged  with,  We  therefore  desire  to  join 
with  our  Friends  and  Neighbors  in  requesting  your  Honour  to  take 
our  distressed  Condition  into  your  Consideration,  and  to  put  Us  in 
a  Condition  that  We  may  be  able  to  defend  Ourselves,  and  We  on 
our  Part  will  join  with  all  that  We  can  do  for  the  Safety  of  the 
Province;  and  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty, bound  will  pray. 

"We  empower  our  Trusty  Friends  James  Galbraith,  Esqr.,  and 
Thomas  Foster,  Esqr.,  to  present  this  to  your  Honour  in  our 
Behalf. 

"WILLIAM  SMITH, 
"WILLIAM  ALLISON, 
"JOHN  ALLISON, 
"BARNEY  HUGHES. 
"  July  26th,  1754." 

Signed  by  several  Others,  being  in  all  Ninety-Eight  Signers. 
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Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Pextang,  JDerry,  and  Hanover  Town" 
ships,  in  Lancaster  County,  to  the  Governor : 

u  To  the  Honourable  JAMES  HAMILTON,  Esquire,  Lieutenant 
Governor  and  Commander -in-  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kentj  and  Sussex,  on 
Delaware, 
u  The  humble  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Townships  of 
Pextang,  Derry,  and  Hanover,  in  Lancaster  County,  humbly 
sheweth : 

"  That  your  Petitioners  being  settled  on  and  near  the  Sasque- 
hannah  apprehended  themselves  in  great  Danger  from  the  French 
and  French  Indians,  as  it  is  in  their  Power  several  Times  in  the 
Year  to  transport  themselves,  with  Ammunition,  Artillery,  and 
every  necessary,  down  the  said  River ;  and  their  Conduct  of  late  to 
the  neighbouring  Provinces  encreases  our  Dread  of  a  speedy  Visit 
from  them,  as  We  are  as  near  and  convenient  as  the  Provinces 
already  attacked,  and  are  less  capable  of  defending  Ourselves,  as 
We  are  unprovided  with  Arms  and  Ammunition  and  unable  to 
purchase  them.  A  great  Number  are  warm  and  active  in  those 
Parts  for  the  Defence  of  themselves  and  Country,  were  they  enabled 
so  to  do  (altho'  not  such  a  number  as  would  be  able  to  withstand 
the  Enemy).  We  your  Petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray  that  your 
Honour  would  take  our  distressed  Condition  into  Consideration  and 
make  such  Provision  timeously  for  Us  as  may  prevent  Ourselves 
and  Families  being  destroyed  and  ruined  by  such  a  Cruel  Enemy, 
and  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  will  ever  pray.  Dated  July 
22d,  1754. 

"  THOMAS  FORSTER, 
"JOHN  HARRIS, 
"JOHN  CARSON, 
"JAMES  GALBRAITH," 

Signed  by  several  Others,  being  in  all  Fifty-seven  Signers. 

MEMORANDUM. 

On  the  Seventh  of  August  Two  Members  waited  upon  the  Gover 
nor  to  acquaint  him  that  the  House  were  met  and  ready  to  receive  j 
any  Thing  he  might  have  to  lay  before  them,  and  desired  he  would  j 
be  pleased  to  furnish  them  with  a  Copy  of  the  Writs  by  which  they 
were  summoned.     To  which  the  Governor  was  pleased  to  say  He 
should  be  at  the  Council  Chamber  by  Eleven  o' Clock  this  morning, 
when  he  would  send  a  Message   to  the   House   to   require   their 
Attendance,  and  that  the  House  should  be  furnished  with  a  Copy  of  j 
the  Writs  by  which  they  were  summoned. 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Wednesday  the  Seventh  of 
August,  1754. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  JAMES  HAMILTON,  Esquire,  Lieutenant 
Governor. 

Robert  Strettell,  Benjamin  Shoemaker, ") 

Joseph  Turner,  Richard  Peters,  >  Esquires. 

William  Logan,  J 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Governor  laid  before  the  Council  the  Draught  of  a  Speech 
which  he  proposed  to  make  this  Morning  to  the  Assembly,  and 
being  approved  it  was  wrote  fair,  and  the  Secretary  sent  with  a 
Message  to  require  the  Attendance  of  the  House  in  the  Council 
Chnmber,  who  came  accordingly,  and  the  Governor  delivered  the 
Speech  to  them  in  the  following  Words : 

"  Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly — 

"  The  Importance  of  the  several  Matters  I  have  now  to  lay  before 
You,  both  to  his  Majestie's  Service  and  to  the  Safety  and  Protection 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province,  will,  I  am  persuaded,  render 
any  Apology  for  calling  You  together  before  the  Time  to  which  you 
stood  adjourned  altogether  unnecessary. 

"You  will  be  pleased,  then,  to  know  that  I  have  lately  received 
from  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Forces  raised  by  Virginia  for 
Defence  of  his  Majestie's  Dominions,  an  Account  of  those  Forces 
having  been  attacked  and  entirely  defeated  by  a  superior  Body  of 
French  Troops,  assisted  by  a  considerable  Number  of  Indians  under 
their  Direction. 

"This  daring  Insult  upon  his  Majestie's  Subjects  within  the 
undoubted  Limits  of  his  Dominions,  in  a  Time  of  profound  Peace, 
very  clearly  points  out  the  manifold  Calamities  We  have  Reason  to 
apprehend  on  a  Rupture  between  the  two  Crowns,  from  the  Incur- 
sions of  that  bold  and  enterprizing  People  in  Conjunction  with  bar- 
barous Nations  of  Savages,  if  they  be  permitted  to  strengthen  them- 
selves so  near  to  the  inhabited  Parts  of  these  Provinces.  One  prin- 
cipal Motive,  therefore,  of  my  hastening  your  Meetiug  was  that  I 
might  the  sooner  have  an  Opportunity  of  recommending  to  You  a 
chearful  and  vigorous  Resolution  of  dislodging  (with  God's  Assist- 
ance) from  the  Neighbourhood  of  our  Settlements  these  Invaders  of 
our  Country,  and  that  as  little  Time  as  possible  might  be  lost  in 
making  the  necessary  Preparations  for  that  Purpose. 

"This  Measure,  therefore,  I  now  do  in  the  most  solemn  manner 
recommend  to  You;  but  as  on  another  Occasion  You  expressed  (i 
Desire  of  acting  in  Concert  with  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  to  whom 
the  King  was  plea&ed  to  commit  the  chief  Direction  of  this  Affair. 
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and  as  I  have  not  been  informed  by  him  since  this  unfortunate 
Event  what  his  further  Resolutions  are  with  respect  to  the  Expe- 
dition, I  at  present  forbear,  in  regard  to  your  Opinion,  pressing 
You  to  engage  as  Principals  until  I  shall  be  acquainted  with  his 
Determination  upon  that  Head,  which  in  consequence  of  my  earnest 
Request  may  be  every  Day  expected,  and  when  received  shall  im- 
mediately be  communicated  to  You. 

"In  the  mean  while  it  will  be  highly  expedient  that  in  order  to 
save  Time  You  take  into  Consideration  the  most  proper  Ways  and 
Means  of  raising  a  Supply  for  this  Service,  in  the  doing  of  which  I 
natter  myself  You  will  industriously  avoid  whatever  may  be  likely 
to  occasion  any  Difference  in  Opinion  between  Y'ou  and  Me  to  the 
Detriment  of  the  Common  Cause  and  Disappointment  of  his  Ma- 
jestie's  just  Expectations  from  Us. 

"  The  unhappy  Issue  of  the  late  Action  between  Us  and  the 
French  has  already  begun  to  create  an  additional  Charge  to  the 
Publick,  as  will  appear  by  the  Papers  I  shall  order  to  be  laid  before 
You.  By  them  You  will  be  informed  that  a  Body  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions in  our  Alliance  with  the  Half  King  and  other  considerable 
Men  at  their  Head,  have  been  obliged  from  a  Dread  of  the  French 
Power  to  remove  with  their  Families  from  the  Places  of  their  usual 
Residence  and  to  take  a  Refuge  within  our  Province  where  many 
others  are  soon  expected  to  join  them,  and  as  they  are  by  this 
means  deprived  of  the  Benefit  of  Hunting,  by  which  their  Families 
were  principally  supported,  they  have  acquainted  me  that  they  ex- 
pect their  Brethren  of  Pennsylvania  should  provide  for  them  while 
their  Men  will  be  engaged  in  War  against  the  common  Enemy. 
And  in  Compliance  with  their  Expectations,  which  did  not  appear 
unreasonable,  I  have  ordered  a  Quantity  of  Provisions  to  be  de- 
livered to  them,  not  doubting  but  You  will  chearfully  make  Pro- 
vision for  the  Expence  that  has  already  arisen  and  will  hereafter  arise 
upon  the  same  Occasion.  Since  nothing  can  be  more  just  than  that 
while  the  Men  are  prevented  of  the  means  of  subsisting  their 
Families  by  their  Attachment  to  his  Majestie's  Interest,  and  are 
actually  employed  in  promoting  it  without  Pay  or  Reward,  their 
Wives  and  Children,  who  are  incapable  of  Supporting  themselves, 
should  be  maintained  at  the  Publick  Expence. 

"  The  People  of  Cumberland  and  of  the  upper  Parts  of  Lancaster 
County  are  so  apprehensive  of  Danger  at  this  criticalJuncture  from 
the  nearness  of  the  French  and  Savages  under  their  Influence,  that 
the  principal  Inhabitants  have  in  the  most  earnest  manner  petitioned 
me  to  provide  for  their  Protection,  representing  withal  that  a  great 
Number  would  be  warm  and  Active  in  Defence  of  themselves  and 
their  Country  were  they  enabled  so  to  be  by  being  supplied  with 
Arms  and  Ammunition,  which  many  of  them  are  unable  to  purchase 
at  their  own  private  Expence.  The  Substance  of  these  several  Pe- 
titions, which  I  shall  likewise  order  to  be  laid  before  you,  appears 
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to  me,  Gentlemen,  to  be  of  the  greatest  Importance  and  well  worthy 
of  your  most  Serious  Attention.  You  may  be  assured  that  nothing 
which  depends  on  me  shall  be  wanting  towards  affording  them  the 
Protection  they  desire,  but  You  cannot  at  the  same  time  but  be 
Sensible  how  little  it  is  in  my  Power  to  answer  their  Expectations 
without  the  Aid  of  your  House.  It  becomes,  then,  my  indispensa- 
ble Duty,  and  I  cannot  on  any  Account  whatever  excuse  myself 
from  pressing  You  to  turn  your  Thoughts  on  the  defenceless  State 
of  the  Province  in  general,  as  well  as  of  our  back  Inhabitants  in 
particular,  and  to  provide  such  Means  for  the  Security  of  the  Whole 
as  shall  be  thought  at  once  both  reasonable  and  effectual  to  the  E;ids 
proposed,  in  which,  as  in  every  other  Matter  consistent  with  my 
Honour  and  the  Trust  reposed  in  me,  I  promise  You  my  hearty 
Concurrence. 

"  It  is  with  great  Satisfaction  that  I  now  communicate  to  You  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  at  the  late  Treaty  at  Albany,  as 
on  Perusal  thereof  You  will  clearly  perceive  that  the  Lands  on  the 
River  Ohio  do  yet  belong  to  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  and 
have  long  since  been  by  them  put  under  the  Protection  of  the  Crown 
of  England  j  That  the  Proceedings  of  the  French  in  erecting  Forts 
on  that  River  and  in  the  Coun treys  adjacent  have  never  received 
the  Countenance  or  Approbation  of  those  Nations,  but  on  the  con- 
trary are  expressly  declared  by  them  to  have  been  without  their 
Privity  or  Consent;  That  they  are  greatly  alarmed  at  the  rapid  Pro- 
gress of  the  French,  and  in  severe  Terms  reproach  Us  with  supine 
Negligence  and  the  defenceless  State  of  our  Possessions,  and  in 
Effect  call  upon  Us  to  fortify  our  Frontiers  as  well  for  the  Security 
of  their  Countreys  as  of  our  own ;  That  after  a  due  and  weighty  Re- 
flection on  these  several  Matters  with  many  Others  of  equal  Im- 
portance, the  Commissioners  thought  it  necessary  to  consider  of  and 
draw  up  a  Representation  of  the  present  State  of  the  Colonies,  And 
from  thence  judging  that  no  effectual  Opposition  was  like  to  be 
made  to  the  destructive  Measures  of  the  French  but  by  an  Union 
of  them  all  for  their  mutual  Defence,  devised  likewise  a  general 
Plan  for  that  Purpose  to  be  offered  to  the  Consideration  of  their 
respective  Legislatures. 

"  And  as  both  those  Papers  appear  to  me  to  contain  Matters  of 
the  utmost  Consequence  to  the  Welfare  of  the  Colonies  in  general, 
and  to  have  been  digested  and  drawn  up  with  great  Clearness  and 
Strength  of  Judgment,  I  cannot  but  express  my  Approbation  of 
them,  and  do,  therefore,  recommend  them  to  You  as  well  worthy  of 
your  closest  and  most  serious  Attention." 

Then  the  Governor  informed  the  Council  that  Jehu  Curtis,  Se- 
cond Judge  of  the  Supream  Court  of  the  Lower  Counties,  was  dead, 
and  that  He  intended  Mr.  Till  should  succeed  him  if  they  had  no 
Objection,  and  they  having  none  a  Commission  issued  to  Mr.  Till. 

Several  of  the  Justices  of  the  County  of  Kent  having  dyed,  it 
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was  unanimously  agreed  to  issue  a  new  Commission,  and  the  follow- 
ing Persons  were  appointed,  viz!- :  Samuel  Dickinson,  John  Brinckle, 
Thomas  Clark,  Samuel  Johns,  William  Farson,  John  Vining, 
George  Wilson,  George  Martin,  John  Goading,  Stephen  Parradee, 
.Robert  Wilcocks,  .Richard  Wells,  Thomas  Irons,  and  John  Clayton, 
JunN  Esquires. 

Then  the  Record  of  Conviction  of  James  Duffy,  of  the  County  of 
Kent  upon  Delaware,  for  the  Murder  of  John  Brown  of  the  said 
County,  was  read,  and  Ryves  Holt,  Esquire,  One  of  the  Justices  of 
the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  for  the  Countys  upon  Delaware 
aforesaid,  having  represented  to  the  Governor  that  the  Fact  was 
proved  before  the  Justices  of  the  said  Court  to  have  been  perpe- 
trated in  so  unmanly  and  cruel  a  manner  that  he  could  not  be  re- 
commended to  his  Honour's  Clemency,  a  Warrant  was,  therefore, 
made  out  and  signed  for  his  Execution  on  Wednesday,  the  twenty- 
first  of  this  Month. 


MEMORANDUM. 

On  the  Ninth  of  August  Several  Deserters  from  the  French  Gar- 
risons having  at  different  times  arrived  in  Town  who  were  in  want 
of  the  common  Necessaries  of  Life,  the  Governor  sent  the  following 
verbal  Message  to  the  House  by  the  Secretary : 

u  The  Governor  commands  me  to  acquaint  the  House  that  Parties 
of  French  Deserters  from  the  Forts  on  the  River  Ohio  are  daily 
arriving  in  this  City,  And  as  many  of  the  Inhabitants  are  afraid  to 
employ  them,  not  knowing  their  Characters  or  Designs,  or  that  there 
may  not  be  really  sufficient  Employ  for  them,  they  are  in  Danger  of 
being  reduced  to  extreme  Want,  the  Few  who  have  hitherto  in  a 
great  Measure  supported  them  not  being  able  or  not  enclining  to  do 
it  any  longer,  and  therefore  proposes  it  to  the  Consideration  of  the 
House  whether  it  might  not  be  for  the  publick  Service  that  some 
small  Reward  should  be  given  them  as  an  Encouragement  for  Others 
to  desert,  or  some  Consideration  offered  to  such  as  would  employ 
them  on  reasonable  Terms/' 

On  the  Twelfth  of  A  ugust  the  Governor  received  the  following 
Letter  from  Governor  Dinwiddie,  and  laid  an  Extract  of  it  before 
the  House;  and  also  a  Copy  of  the  Capitulation  of  the  Virginia 
Troops  at  Fort  Neeessity.  The  Capitulation  is  entered  before  and 
the  Letter  is  in  the  following  Words: 


"Williamsburg,  Virginia,  July  31st,  1754. 
"  Sr- : 

"  Yours  of  the  21st  Currant  I  received  the  29th.  The  late  Ac- 
tion with  the  French  gave  me  much  Concern ;  my  Orders  to  the 
Commanding  Officer  was  by  no  means  to  attack  the  Enemy  till  all 
the  Forces  were  joined  in  a  Body.     They  were  surprised  and  had 
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n.0  account  of  their  march  till  the  morning  before  the  action,  which 
obliged  them  to  be  on  the  defensive;  and,  indeed,  considering  the 
few  numbers  of  our  Forces,  the  Enemy  have  nothing  to  Vaunt  of 
but  what  they  got  by  the  capitulation,  copy  of  which  I  now  send 
you.  The  French  no  doubt  will  fortify  themselves  as  strong  as 
they  possibly  can.  Their  numbers  from  the  best  information  I  can 
procure  does  not  exceed  1,100  Men,  Indians  included. 

"  By  the  advice  of  my  Council  I  gave  orders  to  the  Commander- 
in-chief  to  collect  his  Forces  together  at  Wills'  Creek  and  march 
over  the  Allegheny  Mountains;  if  he  find  it  impossible  to  dis- 
possess the  French  of  the  Fort  he  is  to  build  a  Fort  at  Red  Stone 
Creek,  the  Crossing  Place,  or  any  other  Place  proper  that  may  be 
determined  by  a  Council  of  War.  The  number  of  our  Forces  you 
have  below,  and  should  be  glad  if  they  were  augmented  by  Two  or 
Three  Companies  from  your  Province.  I  think  the  sooner  we  en- 
deavour to  make  a  Settlement  and  build  a  Fort  the  other  side  the 
Allegheny  Mountains  the  better,  for  if  we  allow  them  a  quiet  Set- 
tlement their  numbers  will  greatly  encrease  in  the  Spring.  We 
have  now  Three  months  fit  for  Marching  and  Action.  I  would  feign 
hope  our  Forces  will  be  at  Wills'  Creek  before  the  twentieth  of 
next  month,  and  shall  be  glad  if  reinforced  from  your  Colony;  if 
you  send  some  Companies  they  may  safely  march  after  our  Forces 
over  the  Mountains. 

"  The  Governor  of  Maryland  proposes  building  a  large  magazine 
for  Provisions  near  Wills'  Creek  ;  it  will  be  very  convenient  for  you 
(if  your  Assembly  proves  generous)  to  help  to  fill  it,  and  really  ab- 
solutely necessary,  as  the  want  of  a  proper  Supply  of  Provisions 
has  been  much  Complained  of  by  our  men.  I  never  the  least  doubted 
your  earnest  Endeavours  and  firm  good  wishes  for  the  necessary 
Expedition,  and  I  hope  your  Assembly  will  strengthen  your  Hands 
and  put  it  in  your  Power  to  serve  his  Majesty  and  protect  the  pri- 
vate Property  of  the  People  you  preside  over ;  and  I  dare  say  they 
now  must  think  that  a  proper  assistance  and  a  mutual  Supply  is  ab- 
solutely necessary,  and  that  they  will  not  clogg  their  Bill  with  any- 
thing unreasonable  or  unconstitutional.  Your  observation  is  very 
just;  if  the  People  here  do  force  the  Parliament  of  Britain  to  inter- 
fere with  the  Legislatures  of  America,  which  undoubtedly  must  be 
the  case  if  they  continue  obstinate  to  his  Majestie's  Commands  and 
the  Preservation  of  his  Colonies  on  this  Continent,  will  prove  of 
very  great  Loss  to  them  and  curtail  the  Powers  Assemblies  in  these 
Colonies  unjustly  assume.  Mr.  Washington  had  many  of  the  In- 
dians with  him ;  but  I  observe  these  People  remain  unactive  till 
they  see  how  Affairs  go,  and  generally  speaking  side  with  the  Con- 
querors, that  in  my  private  Opinion  little  Dependance  is  to  be  put 
in  them ;  however  the  Half  King  and  several  other  Indians  are  now 
among  the  back  Settlements  of  this  or  your  Government.  I  hear 
of  no  Invasion  on  North  Carolina — all  their  Forces  by  this  time  are 
near  Wills'  Creek. 
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"  The  Article  of  Capitulation  in  regard  to  make  no  Settlements 
for  one  Year,  the  Officers  say  it  was  only  in  regard  to  the  Forces 
left  with  the  Baggage  and  Sick,  they  gave  no  Parole  for  them- 
selves, and  are  now  ready  to  proceed  with  the  other  Forces.  I  doubt 
not  when  your  Assembly  observes  how  earnest  We  are  in  support- 
ing and  prosecuting  this  Expedition  they  will  cordially  and  with 
Unanimity  grant  proper  Supplies,  and  more  so  as  the  Danger  ap- 
pears so  near  to  them.  The  Albany  Treaty  I  have  not  received, 
but  have  a  Plan  for  an  Union  among  all  the  Colonies  on  this  Con- 
tinent; as  it  is  an  extraordinary  Piece,  and  some  new  Positions  in 
it  not  before  ventured  on,  I  do  not  care  to  give  my  Opinion  on  it 
till  I  hear  how  it  is  received  at  home".  It  is  most  certain  if  the 
neighbouring  Colonies  had  given  due  Assistance  the  late  unlucky 
Affair  would  not  have  happened;  to  the  contrary,  'tis  more  than  proba- 
ble by  this  time  We  should  have  forced  the  Enemy  from  the  Ohio,  and 
had  Possession  of  these  Lands  ourselves.  If  your  Assembly  can  be 
brought  to  Reason,  to  their  Duty  to  the  King,  and  for  their  own 
Preservation,  I  hope  they  will  give  at  least  Ten  Thousand  Pounds; 
in  that  case,  if  You  succeed  with  your  Assembly,  I  pray  You  to 
send  a  large  Quantity  of  Flower  to  Wills'  Creek,  and  I  am  per- 
suaded You  will  have  no  great  Difficulty  in  raising  some  Companies 
of  Men  to  join  our  Forces.  As  the  Money  raised  here  is  very  near 
exhausted,  I  have  called  the  Assembly  to  meet  next  Month,  having 
very  strong  Assurances  that  they  will  give  me  a  pretty  generous 
Supply,  and  they  will  be  the  more  engaged  to  do  so  if  they  find 
your  People  in  earnest,  and  grant  a  suitable  assistance. 

"I  hope  this  with  You  in  a  suitable  Time,  having  dispatched  this 
Express  with  all  the  Expedition  I  could;  pray  by  him  write  me. 
what  they  are  likely  to  do ;  and  I  beg  you  will  forward  the  en- 
closed by  the  Post.  I  remain,  with  great  Regard  and  Esteem,  and 
in  great  Truth, 

"Sir,  your  most  Obedient  bumble  Servant, 

"ROBTDINWIDDIE. 
"  The  Number  of  our  Forces,  viz'* : 

"  S°-  Carolina  Independ'-  Comp"  -  100 

"New  York  2  Independ*- Compa-        ....  160 

"Virg1-  Regiment 300 

"N°-  Carolina 350 

"Maryland 100 


"1,010  Men. 

"  I  believe  I  shall  add  200  Men  to  our  Regiment." 

On  the  Thirteenth  of  August  Two  Members  presented  a  Bill 
Entituled  "a  Bill  for  Striking  the  Sum  of  Thirty-Five  Thousand 
Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit,  and  for  granting  Fifteen  Thousand  Pounds 
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thereof  to  the  King's  Use,  and  to  provide  a  Fund  for  sinking  the 
same,  and  for  applying  the  Remainder  to  the  Exchange  of  ragged 
and  torn  Rills  now  current  in  this  Province"  for  the  Governor's 
Concurrence.  And  on  the  fifteenth  in  the  morning  a  Message  was 
delivered  by  Two  Members  to  acquaint  the  Governor  "that  the 
House  had  near  gone  through  the  Rusiness  before  them,  and  desired 
to  know  when  they  might  expect  his  Result  upon  the  Bill."  In 
the  Afternoon  the  Governor  sent  down  the  Bill  with  sundry  Amend- 
ments, such  as  had  before  been  agreed  to  by  the  Council  when  Bills 
of  the  same  Nature  had  been  under  their  Consideration. 

On  the  same  Day  the  Governor  received  from  the  House  a  Mess- 
age by  Two  Members  with  the  Bill  acquainting  him  "that  the 
House  were  in  Hopes  the  Bill  could  not  fail  to  have  received  his 
assent,  but  as  he  had  objected  to  the  inserting  his  Name  in  the  Bill 
for  receiving  or  ordering  the  Disposal  of  the  Money  thereby  granted, 
they  had  complied  with  his  Request,  and  instead  thereof  had  made  it 
payable  to  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  this  Province  for  the  time 
being  in  Conjunction  with  the  other  Gentlemen  therein  named,  and 
requested  he  would  be  pleased  to  pass  it  as  it  stood,  for  the  House 
could  not  admit  of  any  other  Alteration  in  the  Bill." 

On  the  Sixteenth  in  the  morning  the  Governor  returned  an  An- 
swer to  the  House  by  the  Secretary  in  these  Words : 

"The  Governor  promised  himself  from  the  Request  he  made  to 
the  House  in  his  Speech  at  the  opening  of  the  Session  that  (consid- 
ering the  Importance  of  the  Occasion)  they  would  have  fallen  upon 
some  Method  of  raising  Money  for  the  King's  Use  to  which  he  might 
have  had  no  material  Objection,  and  could  not  therefore  help  being 
extremely  mortified  at  finding  the  Bill  now  presented  him  for  that 
Purpose  to  be  not  only  formed  on  the  said  Plan  but  to  be  nearly  of 
the  same  Tenor  with  that  to  which  he  refused  his  Assent  at  their  last 
Meeting.  He  has  nevertheless  complied  with  the  Proffer  he  then 
made  them,  and  has  agreed  to  extend  the  Fund  they  have  chosen 
to  raise  the  Money  upon  in  the  same  Proportion  as  they  have  en- 
creased  the  Sum  granted  to  his  Majesty.  But  the  House  is  per- 
emptory, and  will  admit  of  no  alteration  in  their  Bill;  All  then  that 
remains,  after  assuring  them  that  the  Governor,  least  the  King's  Ser- 
vice should  suffer,  has  strained  his  Powers  even  beyond  what  he  almost 
dares  think  consistent  with  his  Safety,  is  to  submit  our  respective 
Conduct  to  the  Judgment  of  our  Superiors.  But  he  hopes  this 
also  may  be  rendered  unnecessary  by  the  arrival  of  the  Gentleman 
that  is  to  succeed  hiin  in  the  Administration,  who  may  every  day 
be  looked  for  among  us,  and  who  may  possibly  think  himself  more 
at  Liberty  with  respect  to  the  matter  in  Controversy  than  the  Gov- 
ernor can  presume  to  do;  in  the  meanwhile  it  is  hoped  no  con- 
siderable Detriment  may  arise  to  his  Majesty's  Affairs  in  the  Short 
Interval  between  this  and  the  time  of  his  actual  Arrival. 

"  So  much  has  already  been  said  upon  this  Subject  on  another 
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Occasion,  that  the  Governor  declines  any  farther  Enlargement 
thereon,  as  well  knowing  that  publick  Disputes  of  tLis  Nature  fre- 
quently terminate  in  private  Animosities,  which  he  is  very  desirous 
of  avoiding,  and  therefore  only  expects  from  the  House  that  they 
will  do  him  the  same  Justice  he  is  willing  to  do  them  in  supposing 
him  to  act  from  his  Judgment  when  he  tells  them  that  he  cannot 
recede  from  his  amendments. " 

And  in  the  Afternoon  a  Message  was  delivered  by  Two  Mem- 
bers to  acquaint  the  Governor  "that  the  House  had  near  gone  thro' 
their  Business  and  proposed  to  adjourn  to  the  Thirtieth  of  Sep- 
tember, if  he  had  no  Objection  thereto,"  and  he  made  no  Objection. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Thursday  the  22d  August, 

1754. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  JAMES  HAMILTON,  Esquire,  Lieutenant 
Governor. 

John  Penn,  ) 

Joseph  Turner,     >  Esquires. 
Richard  Peters,  J 
The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 
A  Letter  from  George  Croghan,  which  came  by  Express  from 
Aucquick,  and  a  Letter  enclosed  therein  from  Capt.  Stobo,  were 
read  and  ordered  to  be  entered  and  are  as  follow : 

"  Aucquick,  Old  Town,  August  16th,  1754. 
"  May  it  please  your  Honour : 

"  The  Half  King  Scarrooyady  and  several  other  Indians  with 
their  Wives  and  Families,  have  been  here  since  Col.  Washington 
was  defeated,  and  about  twelve  Days  ago  came  here  the  Young 
Shawonese  King  from  the  Lower  Shawanese  Town  and  several  more 
with  him,  and  Delaware  George  and  several  other  Delawares  came 
here  from  the  French  Fort.  Delaware  George  brought  a  Letter 
from  Cap1-  Stobo,  One  of  our  Hostages,  to  the  Commanding  Officer 
in  Virginia;  the  Indians  would  have  the  Letter  broke  open,  a  Copy 
of  which  I  send  You  P  the  Bearer. 

"  The  Shawonese  and  Delawares  have  made  four  Speeches  to  the 
Half  King  and  me ;  they  directed  their  Speeches  to  your  Honour 
and  the  Governor  of  Virginia  j  the  Purport  of  all  their  Speeches  is 
to  renew  the  Chain  of  Friendship,  and  to  know  what  the  English 
intend  to  do.  They  have  heard  from  the  French  before  they  came 
here  that  the  Half  King  and  all  that  were  with  him  were  killed 
here  by  the  Southern  Indians.  Your  Honour  will  see  by  Cap'- 
Stobo' s  Letter  what  Strength  the  French  are  of  now  at  the  Fort  j 
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the  Indians  are  all  very  uneasy  to  see  the  Backwardness  of  the  Eng- 
lish, and  say  they  fear  what  the  French  tell  them  of  their  Brethren 
is  too  true,  that  is  that  the  English  are  afraid  of  the  French,  not- 
withstanding their  superior  Number.  The  Shawonese  and  Delaware? 
were  sent  down  to  see  if  ithere  were  any  Preparations  making  to 
attack  the  Fort  this  Fall;  they  imagine  it  will  not  be  hard  to  do 
now,  but  if  deferred  till  next  Spring  they  think  it  will  be  very 
difficult  to  do. 

"  The  Half  King  has  sent  Three  Men  off  for  Shingass  and  the 
Delawares  and  the  Shawonese  to  bring  them  here  in  ten  Days,  and 
has  ordered  me  to  write  to  your  Honour  to  meet  or  send  one  to 
meet  them  here  in  ten  Days.  They  all  seem  to  think  if  the  Eng- 
lish does  nothing  this  Fall,  when  they  have  it  in  their  Power,  that 
the  Ohio  Lands  will  belong  to  the  French,  so  that  it  is  my  Opinion 
this  Meeting  will  determine  the  Ohio  Indians  either  in  Favour  of 
the  English  or  French. 

"By  Order  of  the  Half  King  I  have  wrote  to  Col.  Innes  to  let 
him  know  that  the  Indians  expected  to  shake  Hands  with  some  of 
their  Brethren  of  Virginia  as  well  as  Pennsylvania.  Col.  Innes 
makes  his  Compliments  to  your  Honour;  I  saw  hiin  a  few  days  ago, 
he  was  going  to  Wills'  Creek  to  join  the  Independant  Companies 
and  build  a  Fort;   he  is  very  much  for  attacking  this  Fall. 

"  May  it  please  your  Honour  :  I  here  send  You  an  Account  of 
what  the  Indians  have  had  since  they  came  down,  by  which  your 
Honour  will  see  what  a  Burden  it  is  to  maintain  so  many  Indians. 
I  hope  the  Assembly  will  allow  this  Account,  that  I  may  be  able 
to  pay  the  People  whom  I  had  the  Flower  and  Meat  from,  or  else 
I  shall  be  obliged  to  discharge  the  Indians  and  send  them  home,  for 
I  am  not  able  to  bear  the  Expence  myself.     I  am 

"  Your  Honour's  most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

"  GEO.  CROGHAN. 

"  As  soon  as  the  other  Letter  of  Capf'Stobo  comes  to  hand  I  will 
send  your  Honour  a  Copy  of  it. 

".The  Honourable  James  Hamilton,  Esquire." 


"Sir 


A  Letter  from  Captain  Stoho. 

"  Fort  Duquesne,  July  the  29th,  1754. 


"  I  wrote  You  Yesterday  by  an  Indian  named  the  Song  or  Moses : 
he  will  be  with  You  in  Seven  Days ;  this  goes  by  Delaware  George ; 
if  these  discharge  their  Trust  they  ought  to  be  well  rewarded  ;  tho 
Purport  of  Yesterday's  Letter  was  to  inform  You  of  a  Report,  and 
I  hope  false,  which  greatly  alarms  the  Indians,  that  the  Half  King 
Monecatootha  are  killed,  their  Wives  and  Children  given  to  the 
Catawbas,  Cuttoways,  and  Cherokees.     I  wish  a  Peace  may  be 
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made  up  between  the  Catawbas  and  the  Nationn  here ;  they  are 
much  afraid  of  them;  many  would  have/ joined  You  err  now  had  it 
not  been  for  that  Report.  You  had  as  just  a  Plan  of  the  Fort  as 
Time  and  Opportunity  w,ould  allow.  The  French  manage  the  In- 
dians with  the  greatest  Artifice.  I  mentioned  Yesterday  a  Council 
the  Shawanese  had  with  the  French,  the  Present  they  gave,  and 
they  made  the  French  a  Speech  yesterohiy.  The  Bearer,  who  was 
present,  will  inform  you  to  what  Purport.  If  yesterday's  Letter 
reaches  You  it  will  give  You  a  particular  account  of  most  things. 
I  have  scarce  a  minute,  therefore  can  i  only  add  one  more  thing — 
that  there  are  but  two  hundred  Men  hfere  at  this  time,  two  hundred 
more  expected  here  in  a  few  days ;  the!  Rest  went  off  in  several  De- 
tachments to  the  amount  of  a  thousanjd  besides  Indians.  The  In- 
dians have  great  Liberty  here ;  they  gjo  out  and  in  when  they  please 
without  Notice.  If  one  hundred  trusty  Shawonese,  Mingoes,  and 
Delawares  were  picked  out,  they  miglit  surprize  the  Fort  Lodging 
themselves  under  the  Platform  behind  the  Palisadoes  by  Day  and  at 
Night  secure  the  Guard  with  their  Tomhawks;  the  Guard  consists 
of  Forty  Men  only  and  Officers.  None  lodge  in  the  Fort  but  the 
Guard  except  Contre  Coeur;  the  Ilest  in  Bark  Cabins  around  the 
Fort.  All  this  You  have  more  particularly  in  yesterday's  Account. 
Excuse  Errors  and  bad  Education,  and  I  am 

"  Your  humble  Servant, 

"■ROBERT  STOBO. 
"  La  Force  is  greatly  missed  here  ;  Lit  the  good  of  the  Expedition 
be  considered  preferable  to  our  Safety.   \  Haste  to  strike/' 


"  Mercer's  Company, 


"  A  List  of  Deserters  and  Prisoners  at  the  French  Fort : 

f  John  Smith,  f  Did  not  get  here  till  after 
|  John  Baker.  {  the  Detachment  of  Deserters. 
This  man  is  the  Cause  of  all  our  Misfortunes; 
he  deserted  the  Day  before  the  Battle;  the 
French  got  to  Guests'  at  Dawn  of  Day,  sur- 
rounded the  Place  imagining  that  we  were 
still  there;  gave  a  general  Fire;  but  when  they 
found  We  were  gene  they  were  determined 
to  return  with  all  Expedition,  thinking  We 
had  returned  to  the  Inhabitants,when  up 
comes  Mr.  Driscall ;  told  them  he  deserted  the 
Day  before,  and  that  the  Regiment  was  still 
at  the  Meadows  in  a  Starving  Condition, which 
caused  his  deserting,  and  hearing  they  were 
coming  deserted  to  them  ;  they  confined  him, 
told  him  if  true  he  should  be  rewarded,  if  false 
hanged  ;  this  I  had  from  the  English  Inter- 
preter. 


"Vanbram's  Ditto, 
Barnabas  Devan. 
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/,  at         »    n  f  Jacob  Arants, 

"  Mercer  s  Company,    <  -,  ,     ly  ' 

r     •"     ( John  Ramsey. 

**Meaka's        Do.  John  Stuerd  Fagcr,  wounded  in  the  Right 

Arm. 

"Montour's     Do.        •!  TJa    '    lxu  .   '^'  (-Prisoners. 
(  Henry  Obnan,    j 

"Taken  at  Guests'  by  f  Andrew  McBriar, 

an    Indian     named  J  Nehemiah  Stevens, 

English  John,  Low- j  John  Kennedy, 

ry's  Traders.  [  Elizabeth  Williams. 

"  The  Indians  offered  their  Prisoners  for  Sale ;  enquired  the 
Price — Forty  Pistoles  for  Each  ;  a  good  Ransom. 

"  All  sent  to  Canada  in  Custody  of  the  Indians  who  took  them 
except  John  Kenedy  ',  he  was  given  to  the  Owll  to  weigh  upon 
while  his  Leg  was  curing.  He  was  wounded  with  ten  others  and 
four  Indians;  all  are  recovered  but  one,  who  died  after  having  his 
arm  cut  off.  Four  were  shot  on  the  spot — that  is  all  the  Loss  I  can 
hear  of.  On  the  Twenty-Third  Three  of  their  People  deserted.  I 
hope  they  are  got  with  You  by  this  time.  I  hear  more  intended  it 
soon.  I  spoke  to  the  Commander  several  times  concerning  the 
Prisoners,  telling  him  as  long  as  We  come  to  a  Capitulation  to 
make  them  Prisoners,  he  told  me  they  were  the  Indians  and  he 
eouhl  not  get  them  from  them/' 

The  Council  were  of  Opinion  that  Conrad  Weiser  should  be  im- 
mediately sent  with  a  Sum  of  money  and  proper  Instructions  to  Auek- 
quick,  and  that  if  the  Letter  should  be  laid  before  such  of  the  Members 
as  lived  in  Town  they  would  readily  supply  the  Money. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Bush  Hill,  Thursday  the  Third  Day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1754. 

PRESENT  I 

The  Honourable  JAMES  HAMILTON,  Esquire,  Lieutenant 
Governor. 

John  Pcnn,  Robert  Strettell, ") 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  Joseph  Turner,     >  Esquires. 

Richard  Peters,  J 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Council  were  told  by  the  Governor  that  the  Proprietaries  had 
accepted  of  his  Resignation  of  the  Government,  and  had  appointed 
the  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquires,  Chief  Justice  of 
New  Jersey,  to  succeed  him,  who  was  arrived  at  New  York  and  had 
given  him  Notice  of  his  Intention  to  be  in  Town  this  morning;  that 
being  indisposed  he  could  not  go  meet  him,  but  had  sent  the  Secre- 
tary with  his  Compliments  to  acquaint  him  of  his  Indisposition  and 
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to  request  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  come  to  Bush  Hill,  where  Be 
with  the  Couucil  would  be  ready  to  receive  him;  and  accordingly 
Mr.  Morris  came  into  Council  and  produced  a  Commission  under 
the  Hands  and  Seals  at  Arms  of  the  Proprietaries,  bearing  Date  at 
London  the  fourteenth  Day  of  May,  1754,  appointing  him  their 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  on 
Delaware;  he  then  delivered  to  the  Governor  Two  Certificates  under 
the  Seal  of  the  Privy  Council,  one  dated  the  twenty-first  Day  of 
June,  1754,  certifying  the  King's  Approbation  of  the  Proprietaries 
Appointment  of  him,  and  the  other  dated  the  said  twenty-first  Day 
of  June,  certifying  Mr.  Morris  having  taken  and  subscribed  the 
legal  Oaths  and  Declarations  before  his  Majesty  in  Council.  All 
which  were  read  and  then  the  Governor  issued  a  Warrant  under  the 
Lesser  Seal  to  the  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  to  affix  the  same  to  Mr. 
Morris'  Commission,  which  being  done  Mr.  Hamilton  and  the  Coun- 
cil made  him  their  Compliments,  wishing  him  an  happy  Adminis- 
tration; and  then  the  Governor,  attended  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor,  Alderman  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  several  Magistrates, 
and  a  large  number  of  Gentlemen,  rode  to  the  Court  House,  where 
his  Commission  was  published  with  the  usual  Solemnity. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Friday,  4th  October,  1754. 
present : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  Joseph  Turner,  ~) 

Robert  Strettell,  Richard  Peters,  >-  Esquires. 

William  Logan,  ) 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Returns  of  the  Sheriffs  and  Coroners  for  the  several  Counties 
in  the  Province  being  taken  into  Consideration,  the  several  Persons 
following  were  appointed  and  received  their  Commissions  accord- 
ingly. 


Sheriffs. 

Samuel  Morris, 

William  Yardley, 
Isaac  Pearson, 
Thomas  Smith, 
John  Adlum, 
John  Potter, 
Benjamin  Lightfoot, 
Nicholas  Scull, 


Philadelphia  County 

and  City, 
Bucks  County. 
Chester  County, 
Lancaster  County, 
York  County, 
Cumberland  County, 
Berks  County, 
Northampton  County 


Coroner. 

Thomas  Boude, 

Evan  Jones, 
Joshua  Thompson, 
John  Dougharty, 
Archibald  McGrew, 
John  McClure, 
William  Boone, 
Jasper  Scull, 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Newcastle,  Monday  the  Seventh  of  Octo- 
ber, H54. 

present : 
The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,         ') 
William  Till,       [•  Esquires. 
Richard  Peters,  j 
The  Governor's  Commission,  Royal  Approbation,  and  Certificate 
of  his  Honour's  having  taken  the  Oaths  before  the  King  in  Coun- 
cil, were  read  and  published  at  the  Court  House  in  the  Presence  of 
several  Magistrates,  Gentlemen,  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Coun- 
ties. 

Then  were  read  the  Returns  of  the  Sheriffs  and  Coroners  for  the 
three  several  Counties;  and  the  following  Persons  being  appointed, 
they  received  their  Commissions. 

(Blank  in  Council  Book  and  Names  omitted.) 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Monday,  the  14th  October, 
1754. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  Joseph  Turner,     ")  -^       . 

Robert  Strettell,  Richard  Peters,    j    J^ 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Secretary  laid  before  the  Council  the  Papers  relating  to  the 
late  Treaty  at  Aucquick,  viz4":  Mr.  Hamilton's  Letter  to  Mr.  Cro- 
ghan ;  His  Instructions  to  Mr.  Weiser ;  Mr.  Weiser's  Letter  to 
him,  aud  the  Journal  of  his  Proceedings ;  all  which  were  read 
together  with  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Croghan  of  the  thirtieth  of  August, 
and  a  letter  from  Captain  Stobo  therein  enclosed,  and  ordered  to  be- 
laid before  the  Assembly  and  then  entered. 


Governor  Hamilton's  Letter  to  Mr.  George  Croghan. 

"  Philadelphia,  23d  August,  1754 
I  Sir : 

"  Your  Express  arrived  on  Tuesday  Afternoon  and  delivered  m 
your    Letter   of  the   sixteenth   Instant,  enclosing   Pour   different 
Parcels  of  Wampum,  your  Account  of  Expeuces  for  the  Supply  of 
VOL.  VI. — 10. 
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Indian  Provisions  now  at  Aucquick,  and  a  Copy  of  Lieutenant 
Stobo's  Letter  from  Fort  Duquesne  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of 
the  Virginia  Forces. 

"  I  wish  it  had  arrived  when  the  Assembly  was  sitting,  but  as 
they  had  finished  the  Business  of  the  Year  and  had  separated  on 
Saturday,  I  could  do  no  better  than  lay  it  before  the  Council  and 
take  the  Advice  of  such  Members  as  were  in  Town. 

"  By  them  it  was  concluded  that  Mr.  Weiser,  who  was  fortunately 
in  Town,  should  go  and  consult  with  You  and  confer  with  the 
Indians  and  take  with  him  for  their  Use  a  Supply  of  Money,  as 
well  to  defray  the  Expences  that  have  already  accrued  as  what  may 
accrue,  till  the  Legislature  shall  come  to  a  Determination  what 
Measures  to  pursue  in  the  present  Exigency  of  Affairs.  He  will 
likewise  assist  in  putting  Matters  into  such  a  frugal  Channel  and 
Order  with  the  Indians  that  no  more  may  be  expended  than  is  ne- 
cessary, for  You  must  be  sensible  that  a  great  Expence  is  likely  to 
acrue  to  the  Province,  and  that  all  Methods  imaginable  should  be 
used  to  husband  the  publick  Money. 

"  That  the  Indians  may  not  be  discouraged  or  imagine  Us 
wanting  in  a  just  Sense  of  their  and  our  Danger,  or  in  an  hearty 
Disposition  to  oppose  and  repel  the  French,  Mr.  Weiser  has  my 
[nstructions  to  acquaint  them  that  notwithstanding  the  present 
Appearances  of  great  Backwardness  in  our  Inhabitants,  yet  it  is 
entirely  owing  to  an  unfortunate  Disagreement  between  me  and  the 
Assembly  about  the  Mode  of  raising  the  Money.  But  as  the  Time 
fixed  by  mo  for  my  Administration  draws  to  a  Period,  and  a  new 
Governor  is  hourly  expected  to  arrive,  We  entertain  good  hopes 
that  this  Difference  will  no  longer  continue,  but  give  Way  to  a 
perfect  Harmony,  and  that  fitting  Supplies  will  be  immediately 
raised,  and  this  Province  concur  with  Virginia  in  vigorous  Efforts 
to  repel  the  common  Invader. 

"  I  hope  You  will  study  to  oblige  Mr.  Weiser,  and  that  He  and 
You  will  perfectly  agree  together,  and  tho'  it  may  not  be  prudent 
as  it  cannot  be  known  what  the  future  Governor  and  Assembly  will 
do  to  give  the  Indians  too  large  Expectation  of  Supplies,  yet  they  | 
should  not  be  discouraged  by  any  means.  You  will,  therefore,  con- 
sult in  what  manner  to  deliver  these  Sentiments  to  the  Indians  so 
as  to  Steer  between  the  two  Extremes. 

"I  expect  you  will  omit  no  opportunity  of  giving  me  full  Informa- 
tion of  all  Occurrences  worthy  of  Relation,  or  of  assuring  the 
Indians  that  we  shall  always  behave  to  them  with  the  utmost 
Affection  and  Kindness. 

"If  the  Indians  be  permitted  to  drink  strong  Liquors  it  will  be 
impossible  for  them  to  exert  their  Strength  or  to  preserve  their 
Understanding.  I  must,  therefore,  be  importunate  with  you  to  pre- 
vent all  such  Liquors  from  being  carried  to  them  on  any  Pretence 


l&- 
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whatever ;  and  I  order  You  to  stave  every  Cask  wherein  any  are 
found,  and  to  return  to  me  the  names  of  the  Inhabitants  as  shall 
presume  to  bring  strong  Liquors  among  the  Indians,  that  they  may 
be  dealt  with  according  to  Law;  nor  let  them  think  that  they  shall 
escape  as  they  have  hitherto  done,  since  it  is  now  determined  to 
spare  none  of  these  Offenders. 

"I  may  venture  to  assure  you  that  Your  Services  will  be  duly 
considered,  and  that  a  prudent  Behaviour  in  the  Management  of 
such  an  important  Concern  as  is  now  comitted  to  Your  Care  will  re- 
commend You  to  the  Favour  of  the  Government,  who  will  be 
thereby  engaged  to  give  you  all  becoming  Encouragements. 

"  Mr.  Weiser  ^oes  by  his  own  House,  where  He  will  not  stay 
more  than  a  day,  so  that  you  may  expect  him  very  soon  after  this 
Messenger.     I  am, 

"  Sir,  Your  humble  Servant, 

"JAMES  HAMILTON." 


Instructions  to  Conrad  Weiser ,  Esquire. 

"  Having  received  by  Express  a  Message  from  (the  Half  King) 
Tanacharisson  and  Scarrooyady,  who  with  some  Shawonese  and 
Delawares  came  lately  to  Aucquick  and  intend  to  stay  there,  I  have 
by  the  Advice  of  Council  and  with  the  Approbation  of  the  Speaker 
and  such  other  Members  of  the  Assembly  as  live  in  Town,  thought 
proper  to  send  You  to  Aucquick,  where  You  are  to  enquire  of  Mr. 
Croghan  what  they  have  at  any  time  said  to  him  of  their  Disposi- 
tions and  future  Intentions,  as  well  as  of  those  of  the  Twightwees, 
Owendaets,  Shawones,  and  Delawares,  respecting  the  present  Hostili- 
ties of  the  French. 

"You  are  to  learn  if  possible  if  any  and  what  Directions  have 
been  given  them  for  their  Behaviour  towards  the  English  or  French 
from  the  Council  of  Onondago  or  any  of  the  Six  Nations  their 
Fathers,  or  whether  they  or  which  of  them  have  ever  encouraged 
the  French;  particularly  enquire  about  the  Disposition  of  the 
Senecas. 

"  When  You  have  received  Information  of  these  and  all  other 
necessary  matters,  then  You  are  to  consult  with  Mr.  Croghan  and 
deliver  the  following  Answer : 
"'Brethren — 

" l  The  Governor  sent  me  Express  to  acknowledge  and  thank  You 
for  your  Message  by  Mr.  Croghan  and  to  bid  You  welcome  to  Auc- 
quick, and  to  enquire  after  your  Health  and  that  of  your  Families. 
" '  Brethren  : 

"<  You  have  done  right  to  put  Yourselves  under  the  Protection 
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of  this  Province.     We  shall  make  all  necessary  Provision  for  You 
till  the  Government  shall  come  to  some  Determination  respecting 
the  present  Situation  of  Affairs. 
"  i  Brethren  : 

u  '  Our  present  Governor's  Administration,  agreeable  to  what  has 
been  some  time  ago  fixed  by  himself,  draws  to  a  Period.  A  new 
Governor  is  appointed  and  is  hourly  expected.  This  renders  it 
difficult  for  Us  to  know  what  to  do.  We  are  all  disposed  to  concur 
with  Virginia  and  to  repel  the  French,  but  are  waiting  for  the  Ar- 
rival of  the  new  Governor  that  it  may  be  done  more  effectually. 
"  l  Brethren : 

"  '  This  being  the  Case,  the  Governor,  who  is  your  hearty  Friend, 
desires  You  will  be  quiet  and  remain  where  You  are  till  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Virginia  or  He,  or  both  together,  who  I  believe  are  deter- 
mined to  strike  the  French  this  Fall,  send  to  You  to  let  You  know 
their  Determination  and  what  they  expect  from  You/ 

"  As  to  the  Speeches  made  by  the  Shawonese  and  Delawares  to 
the  Governors  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  which  were  delivered 
to  Mr.  Croghan  and  the  Half  King,  consult  with  Mr.  Croghan 
about  the  particulars  thereof,  and  return  such  Answers  as  are  con- 
sistent with  the  Treaties  subsisting  between  Us  and  the  present  Cir- 
cumstances of  our  Affairs. 

"  You  are  to  declare  to  the  Inhabitants  that  they  will  be  severely 
punished  if  they  presume  on  any  Consideration  to  carry  strong 
Liquors  to  Aucquick,  and  You  are  to  charge  the  Indians  to  stave  all 
the  Casks,  and  if  they  will  not  do  it  You  are  to  insist  on  Mr.  Cro- 
ghan's  doing  it. 

"  The  Distribution  of  the  three  hundred  Pounds  is  committed  to 
your  Care,  in  which  You  may  consult  with  Mr.  Croghan,  and  when 
You  have  settled  every  thing  to  your  Mind  Mr.  Croghan  after  your 
Departure  will  be  better  able  to  continue  Matters  in  the  same 
Course  You  shall  have  put  them  in. 

"JAMES  HAMILTON. 
"Philadelphia,  24th  August,  1754." 


A  Letter  to  Governor  Hamilton  from  Mr.   Weiser. 
"  Honoured  Sir : 

"  I  have  the  Pleasure  to  let  You  know  that  I  am  safe  arrived  from 
Aucquick  yesterday,  and  herein  enclosed  is  a  Copy  of  my  Journal, 
in  which  I  have  been  perhaps  too  Copious.  It  was  chiefly  done 
for  my  own  Memory,  and  at  last  I  thought  proper  to  send  a  Copy 
thereof  as  it  is.  I  hope  your  Honour  will  find  a  leisure  Hour  to 
road  it.     I  send  herein   enclosed  also  an  account  of  the  Money  I 
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was  trusted  with  by  your  Honour.  I  am  sensible  I  did  not  every 
where  act  according  to  the  Instruction,  if  literally  to  be  taken,  but 
I  hope  no  Fault  will  be  found  when  it  is  considered  that  if  I  had 
the  laying  out  of  all  the  three  hundred  Pounds  and  bought  Provi- 
sions for  it  at  Aucquick,  or  rather  among  the  Inhabitants,  the  Car- 
riage and  the  Distribution  of  it  must  have  been  left  to  Mr.  Croghan, 
he  might  (if  he  intended  it)  purloin  a  great  deal  of  it,  but  I  have 
the  Opinion  of  him  that  he  will  do  Justice.  I  counted  above 
twenty  Cabbins  about  his  House,  and  in  them  at  least  two  hundred 
Indians,  Men,  Women  and  Children,  and  a  great  many  more  are 
scattered  thereabouts,  some  two  or  three  miles  off,  and  frequently 
come  to  fetch  Meal  at  Mr.  Croghan' s  j  he  has  between  twenty-five 
and  thirty  Acres  of  the  best  Indian  Corn  that  ever  I  saw  ;  he  sends 
his  servants  every  day  to  fetch  four  or  five  Bags  full  of  roasting 
Ears  for  them,  but  there  is  not  an  hour  in  the  day  but  what  some 
steal  into  it  and  fetch  more  ;  and  upon  the  whole,  it  is  my  Opinion 
they  will  destroy  one-half  of  it  before  it  can  be  gathered  in,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  Butter,  Milk,  Squashes,  Pumpkins,  they  daily  fetch, 
for  all  which  if  he  be  not  allowed  he  must  be  a  great  Loser.  I  ad- 
vised him  to  charge  for  it  what  was  reasonable,  and  to  get  two  or 
three  creditable  Men  (as  often  come  there  from  the  Inhabited  Parts) 
to  value  the  Corn  that  the  Indians  took  away,  and  certify  it.  I 
cannot  see  what  can  be  done  else.  Mr.  Croghan  must  either  be 
trusted  to  buy  and  distribute  Provision  or  the  Government  must 
keep  a  Man  there  in  whom  they  can  confide  to  receive  the 
Provision  from  Mr.  Croghan  or  those  that  bring  it  and  so  distribute 
it  according  to  the  Governor's  Instructions;  however,  I  believe  the 
Indians  will  scatter  before  the  Winter  comes,  at  least  some  of  them. 
The  Bloody  Flux  got  among  some  of  them,  and  Lewis  Montour, 
Andrew's  Brother,  disturbs  them  often  by  bringing  strong  Liquor 
to  them.  They  cannot  help  buyiug  and  drinking  it  when  it  is  so 
near,  and  Lewis  sells  it  very  dear  to  them,  and  pretends  that  his 
Wife,  which  is  an  ugly  Indian  Squa,  does  it.  He  sends  Indians  to 
the  Inhabitants  to  fetch  it  for  him,  and  Mr.  Croghan  can  by  no 
means  prevent  it  because  they  keep  it  in  the  Woods  about  or  within 
a  mile  from  his  House,  and  there  the  Indians  will  go  (after  having 
Notice)  and  drink  their  Cloathing  and  so  come  back  to  George 
Croghan's  drunk  and  naked.  It  is  a  surprizing  thing  that  no 
means  can  be  found  to  prevent  the  Inhabitants  in  Cumberland 
County  from  selling  strong  Liquor  to  the  Indians.  I  am  credibly 
informed  that  some  of  the  Magistrates  of  that  County  sells  the 
most.  Mr.  Smith  was  at,  Aucquick,  I  suppose  to  gather  some  Mo- 
ney for  Liquor  he  sent — he  is  an  old  Hypocrite — told  me  that  the 
Governor  ought  not  to  suffer  any  strong  Liquor  to  come  to  Auc- 
quick. I  asked  him  whether  he  would  have  the  Governor  to  come 
Up  with  his  Sword  and  Pistol  to  prevent  it.  No,  said  he.  Well 
then  says  I,  there  is  no  other  way  for  the  Governor  than  to  break 
You  all  and  put  others  in  Commission  that  are  uo  Whiskey  Traders 
and  will  exercise-  their  authority. 
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"  Herewith  I  send  Mr.  Croghan's  two  last  accounts  with  the  Re- 
ceipts thereon.  Your  Honour  will  observe  in  that  dated  September 
the  sixth,  that  the  first  Article  is  one  thousand  Weight  of  Flower, 
that  Article  only  was  delivered  for  the  most  part  to  the  Indians 
before  I  came  to  Aucquick,  all  the  rest  in  the  time  I  was  there  was 
either  delivered  to  them  or  to  me  and  stored  up.  There  is  also 
charged  one  thousand  of  Black  Wampum  and  twelve  hundred 
White.  These  Wampums  Mr.  Croghan  made  use  of  for  Indian 
Messages  before  I  came  there.  I  saw  cause  to  allow  it.  The  Cask 
of  Powder  and  one  hundred  Pound  of  Lead  I  gave  to  the  Indians 
to  hunt  with.  I  have  nothing  else  to  trouble  your  Honour  with  at 
present,  and  remain, 

11  Sir,  Your  very  obedient  and  humble  Servant, 

"CONRAD  WEISER. 

"  Heibleberg,  in  the  County  of  Berks,  Septr-  13th,  1754. 

"  P.  8.  As  I  had  time  to  converse  with  Tanacharisson  a  good 
deal  before  I  delivered  the  Message,  I  found  that  it  was  better  not 
to  mention  any  thing  about  the  Virginians  striking  the  French  this 
Fall;  but  I  told  Tanacharisson  and  Scarrooyady  of  it.  I  hope  your 
Honour  will  condescend  to  it.  The  Wampums  are  marked  and 
your  Honour  will  easily  see  to  what  Article  they  belong.  The  largest 
Belt  of  the  Delawares  is  of  very  great  Consequence  and  Import- 
ance, and  ought  to  be  answered  in  a  very  solemn  manner  by  your 
Honour  and  the  Council,  including  the  House  of  Representatives, 
with  a  much  larger  Belt  and  a  moving  Speech.  Though  the  Shawo- 
nese  Belt  is  an  answer  to  one  of  ours,  yet  a  Belt  of  Wampum  to 
them  with  some  good  Speech  would  at  these  times  be  of  good  use. 
We  should  give  large  Belts.  The  Wampums  are  cheap,  and  makey 
if  worked  into  Belts  and  attended  with  proper  Speeches,  good  Im- 
pressions I  wish  your  Honour  Health  and  Happiness,  and  am,  &"*•* 

"  C.  WEISER. 


"Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  Conrad  Weiser  in  his  Way  to  and 

at  Aucquick,  by  Order  of  Ills  Honour   Governor  Hamilton;  in 

the  Year  1754,  in  August  and  September. 

"On  the  24th  of  August  I  received  the  Governor's  Instructions ; 
left  Philadelphia  that  Evening,  the  weather  being  excessive  hot,  I 
arrived  at  my  House  in  Heidleberg  on  the  27th,  and  rested  the 
28th )  the  Weather  being  altered  I  sat  out  for  Aucquick. 

"29th. — Left  my  House  and  arrived  at  James  Galbrath's  that 
day. 

"30th. — Arrived  early  in  the  morning  at  John  Harris'  Ferry  r 
and  heard  that  the  Half  King  had  been  arrived  on  the  River  about 
four  days  ago  and  was  now  down  the  River  at  one  Taafe's  House. 
I  sent  my  Son  down  to  him  with  a  String  of  Wampum  to  invite 
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him  to  come  up  to  me,  and  accordingly  he  came  within  a  few  hours, 
and  after  some  Friendly  Discourses  he  agreed  to  set  out  with  me 
next  morning  to  Aucquick;  he  being  a  little  in  Liquor  some  Gen- 
tlemen from  Philadelphia  met  him  at  the  said  Taafe's  and  were  glad 
to  see  him  and  gave  him  plentiful  of  Drink. 

"31st. — The  Half  King,  according  to  Appointment,  came  early 
in  the  Morning  to  see  me,  and  told  me  what  he  knew  of  the  last 
Engagement  of  Major  Washington  and  the  French  near  Monongo- 
hela;  and  before  We  had  our  Breakfast  some  Indians  hollowed 
over  the  River,  and  soon  after  We  saw  it  was  Andrew  Montour. 
Nicholas  Quebec,  and  Others,  and  by  their  coming  I  was  obliged  to 
stay  till  after  dinner,  in  order  to  talk  over  Measures  about  my 
Message;  they,  the  last  mentioned,  informed  me  that  a  great 
Meeting  was  appointed  at  Aucquick,  wherein  the  Indians  from 
Ohio  and  those  on  the  River  of  Sasquehanna  would  be  present, 
and  that  the  Meeting  would  be  about  the  fourth  of  September 
next.  I  desired  Andrew  Montour  to  accompany  me  to  Aucquick. 
so  did  the  Half  King ;  towards  the  Evening  We  sat  off  and  got  but 
to  Tobias  Hendricks. 

"  Septr-  1st. — I  thought  best  to  alter  my  Rout  and  not  go  along 
the  great  Road,  for  some  particular  Reasons ;  took,  therefore,  the 
Road  to  G-eorge  Croghan's  Cape  and  Sheerman's  Creek,  and  arrived 
that  day  at  Andrew  Montour's,  accompanied  by  himself,  the  Halt 
King,  and  another  Indian,  and  my  Son  I  found  at  Andrew  Mon- 
tour's about  fifteen  Indians,  Men,  Women,  and  Children,  and  more 
had  been  there,  but  were  now  gone.  Andrew's  Wife  had  killed  a 
Sheep  for  them  some  days  ago — she  complained  that  they  had 
done  great  Damage  to  the  Indian  Corn,  which  was  now  fit  to  roast ; 
and  I  found  that  there  were  most  every  day  Indians  of  those  that 
came  from  Ohio  with  some  Errand  or  another,  which  always  wanted 
some  Victuals  in  the  Bargain.  I  gave  him  Ten  Pounds  of  the 
Government's  Money. 

"2d. — We  sat  out  from  Andrew  Montour's  without  any  Pro- 
vision, because  he  told  me  We  should  be  at  Aucquick  before  night. 
We  rid  six  Hours  before  noon  and  three  Hours  after — took  up 
Lodging  in  the  Woods. 

"3d. — We  sat  out  by  six  o'Clock,  and  by  eight  We  came  to  the 
Trough  Spring,  by  nine  to  the  Shadow  of  Death,  by  eleven  to  the 
Black  Logg,  and  by  twelve  arrived  at  Aucquick ;  the  Indians  fired 
off  many  Guns  to  make  me  Welcome,  according  to  their  Custom 
By  the  Way  Tanacharisson,  otherwise  called  the  Half  King,  com- 
plained very  much  of  the  Behaviour  of  Col.  Washington  to  him 
(tho'  in  a  very  moderate  way,  saying  the  Col.  was  a  good-natured 
man  but  had  no  Experience),  saying  that  he  took  upon  him  to 
command  the  Indians  as  his  Slaves,  and  would  have  them  every 
day  upon  the  Out  Scout  and  attack  the  Enemy  by  themselves,  and 
that  he  would  by  no  means  take  Advice  from  the  Indians;  that  htf 
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lay  at  one  Place  from  one  full  Moon  to  the  other  and  made  no 
Fortifications  at  all,  but  that  little  thing  upon  the  Meadow,  where 
he  thought  the  French  would  come  up  to  him  in  open  Field;  that 
had  he  taken  the  Half  King's  advice  and  made  such  Fortifications 
as  the  Half  King  advised  him  to  make  he  would  certainly  have 
beat  the  French  off;  that  the  French  had  acted  as  great  Cowards, 
and  the  English  as  Fools  in  that  Engagement;  that  he  (the  Half 
King)  had  carried  off  his  Wife  and  Children,  so  did  other  Indians 
before  the  Battle  begun,  because  Col.  Washington  would  never 
listen  to  them,  but  was  always  driving  them  on  to  fight  by  his 
Directions. 

u  I  intended  a  Meeting  hut  the  Indians  were  before  hand  with 
me,  and  came  into  the  House,  and  according  to  old  Custom  said : 

" '  Brother :  We  are  glad  to  see  you,  and  as  You  came  a  great 
Way  through  the  Woods  We  come  to  wash  off  the  Sweat  from 
your  Face  and  the  Dust  from  out  of  your  Eyes  in  order  to  make 
You  look  the  clearer  about  You,  and  see  Us  your  Brethren  without 
anything  between  Us.  We  also  clear  your  Throat  in  order  to  make 
you  speak  freely  to  us  in  what  You  have  to  say  to  Us  in  behalf  of 
the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  and  clear  your  Heart  and  mind  from 
all  Prejudice  whatsoever.' 

"  They  gave  a  String. 

"This  Evening  Mr.  Croghan,  at  my  Request,  desired  the  Shawo-. 
nese  and  Delawares  to  repeat  over  to  me  every  thing  what  they  said 
to  him  at  their  first  Arrival.  Accordingly  on  ye  4th  early  in  the 
morning,  the  Shawonese  and  Delawares  sent  for  me  to  their  Cabin, 
and  spoke  to  me  as  follows : 

"  Wabadikisy  (alias  Little  Johnney),  Speaker. 
uc Brother  the  Grovernor  of  Pennsylvania: 

"'We  heard  at  our  own  Country  so  many  flying  Stories,  and 
among  other  Things  We  heard  that  all  our  Brethren  that  came  away 
from  Ohio  first  were  all  killed  by  You,  that  was  the  Reason  of  our 
coming  here  to  enquire  and  find  out  the  Truth  of  the  matter,  and 
of  every  other  thing  that  passes.  We  give  you  this  String  of 
Wampum  to  wipe  off  the  Tears  from  your  Eyes  to  enable  You  to 
look  clearly  about  You  and  see  your  Brethren  and  hear  what  they 
have  to  say/ 

"  Here  they  had  given  a  String. 
"  '  Brother  the  Governor  : 

"  '  I  have  now  wiped  off  the  Tears  from  your  Eyes.  I  will  now 
ease  your  Heart,  and  take  away  all  the  Trouble  of  your  Thought, 
so  that  You  may  lay  aside  all  Prejudice  and  judge  Bight/ 

"  Here  they  had  given  a  String. 
' i Brother  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia: 

"  '  At  a  Treaty  held  last  Fall  between  Us  You  desired  us  to  be 
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still  and  quiet  and  raind  nothing  of  any  thing  whatever  We  should 
hear,  and  only  mind  and  assist  in  Council  Affairs.  We  have  hitherto 
followed  your  advice,  and  least  you  may  think  We  are  in  the  French 
Interest  because  we  were  not  engaged  in  the  Skirmish  some  of  your 
People  had  with  the  French  some  time  ago,  We  assure  You  by 
this  String  of  Wampum  that  We  are  still  your  Friends  and  Brethren 
as  We  always  have  been,  and  acted  agreeable  to  what  You  told 
Us. 

"  Here  they  had  given  a  String. 

"  Then  the  Delawares  spoke  by  Dishickamy. 

iil  Brother  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  We,  your  Brethren  the 
Delawares,  are  one  People  with  You  and  Your  old  and  first  Friends 
among  the  Indians;  We  undertook  to  recommend  the  Speech  our 
Grand  Children  the  Shawonese  now  made  to  You  to  be  the  Truth 
and  a  Word  that  came  from  their  Heart,  so  that  You  may  believe 
them,  which  We  hope  and  earnestly  desire  You  will  do,  and  this 
String  of  Wampum  is  our  Letter  of  further  assurance  to  You  as 
from  Your  old  Friends. 

"<  Brethren  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  at  our 
last  Treaty  You  desired  Us  to  mind  nothing  but  Council  Affairs, 
and  You  desired  Us  to  keep  up  a  good  Correspondence  with  all  our 
Indian  Allies,  and  to  desire  them  to  do  the  same  till  We  should 
hear  further;  We  let  You  know  that  We  have  followed  your  Ad- 
vice, and  have  sent  to  all  our  Allies  to  the  South  and  to  the  West 
and  informed  them  accordingly  of  your  good  Advice,  and  they  all 
acted  accordingly  and  approved  of  your  Council/ 

"The  Shawonese  again  spoke; 

"'Brethren  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia:  We 
thank  You  for  Your  kiud  Office  in  getting  our  People  that  were  in 
Prison  in  South  Carolina  released  and  sent  home  to  Us,  though  one 
of  them  is  dead  (it  was  very  misfortunate  and  a  great  Pity  that  it 
happened  to  be  Lawachkamicky  the  Bride),  who  was  a  noted  Man 
among  the  Shawonese,  a  great  Warrior  and  a  true  Friend  to  the 
English ;  he  is  very  much  lamented  by  that  Nation,  and  the  most 
High  knows  how  he  came  to  his  End.  We  are  content,  and  his 
Death  will  by  no  means  occasion  a  Breach  of  Friendship  between 
Us  and  You,  and  We  have  let  all  our  Allies  know  the  Kindness 
You  have  done  in  procuring  our  People's  Liberty,  and  that  they 
were  safely  sent  home  by  you/ 

"  Here  ends  the  Shawonese  Speech. 

"  I  bought  some  goods  of  Mr.  Croghan  to  wipe  off  the  Tears  from 
Lawachkamicky's  Friends  and  Family,  and  to  cover  his  Grave  ac- 
cording to  Indian  Fashion  j  his  Brother  was  here  present,  and  his 
Brother-in-Law  the  young  King. 

"I  condoled  also  with  them  in  the  Name  of  this  Government  over 
the  Death  of  the  Shawonese  Chief  that  died  at  Cap'-  McKee's  last 
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month,  his  Son  was  here  present,  the  dead  Man's  Name  was  Kissa- 
kochquilla. 

"The  Goods  that  I  made  use  of  were  as  follow:  6  Strouds,  4 
Matchcoats,  6  pair  of  Stockings,  2  Shirts,  1  Ruffled  Shirt,  1,000 
black  Wampum.  The  above  Goods  were  divided  between  the  two 
deceased  Chiefs  Friends  and  Relations. 

"  About  noon  the  same  Day  I  delivered  the  Governor's  Message 
to  them  in  the  following  manner: 

'"  Brethren  the  Six  United  Nations,  Shawonese  and  Delawares : 
I  am  sent  up  to  You  from  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  and  what 
I  am  going  to  say  to  You  You  must  take  as  his  own  Words;  I 
therefore  desire  You  will  give  Ear  to  what  I  am  going  to  say/ 

"  Gave  a  String.  f 

" l  Brethren : 

11 '  The  Governor  sent  me  Express  to  acknowledge  and  thank  You 
for  your  Message  by  Mr.  Croghan,  and  to  bid  You  welcome  to 
Aucquick,  and  shake  hands  with  You  on  his  behalf,  and  to  enquire 
after  your  Health  and  that  of  your  Families/ 

"  Gave  a  String. 

" '  Brethren :  You  have  done  right  to  put  yourself  under  the 
the  Protection  of  this  Province.  We  shall  make  all  necessary 
Provision  for  you  till  the  Government  shall  come  to  some  Determi- 
nation respecting  the  present  Situation  of  Affairs. 

"  '  Brethren  :  Our  present  Governor's  Administration,  agreeable 
to  what  has  been  some  time  ago  fixed  by  himself,  draws  to  a  Period — 
a  new  Governor  is  appointed  and  soon  expected — this  renders  it 
difficult  for  Us  to  know  what  to  do.  The  Governor,  who  is  your 
hearty  Friend,  desires  You  will  be  quiet  and  remain  where  You  are 
till  the  new  Governor  comes  over;  and  he  will  doubtless  bring  the 
King's  Order  to  Us  all,  as  concerning  the  Expedition  of  the  French 
and  Invasion  on  your  Lands.  Make  yourselves  quiet  and  easy  and 
mind  nothing  but  Council  affairs  till  You  see  Us  first  stir;  perhaps 
the  new  Governor  may  be  now  in  Pennsylvania,  then  You  will  hear 
certainly  what  We  will  do  against  the  French  on  Ohio/ 

"  Gave  a  Belt. 

"  i  Brethren  :  By  my  desiring  You  to  stay  here  till  the  new  Gov- 
ernor comes  in,  I  don't  mean  that  your  young  Men  shall  not  run  to 
Ohio  now  and  then  to  enquire  of  our  Friends  the  Indians  there  how 
they  do,  which  We  rather  desire  You  will  encourage,  so  that  We 
may  have  News  from  our  Friends  on  Ohio  now  and  then,  and  also 
of  the  Proceedings  of  the  French/ 

"  Gave  a  String. 

"  Here  ended  the  present  Meeting. 

u  Soon  after  the  Shawonese  and  Delawares,  together  with  Tuna- 
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charisson  and  Scarrooyady,  came  into  Mr.  Croghan's  House,  and 
the  Beaver,  a  noted  Man  of  the  Delawares,  spoke  to  me  to  the  fol- 
lowing Purport : 

" '  Brother,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania :  You  was  pleased 
some  time  ago  by  this  String  of  Wampum  (he  shewing  the  String) 
at  the  Treaty  held  in  Lancaster,  to  clear  up  the  Road  again  to  our 
Town  from  yours  in  order  to  renew  the  old  friendly  Correspondence 
with  Us,  and  You  removed  all  Obstacles  that  from  time  to  Time 
had  obstructed  the  same.  You  desired  Us  that  the  String  of 
Wampum  might  be  carried  to  Nowchikano  and  Kachhawatchiky, 
our  Chiefs,  which  was  done  accordingly,  and  our  said  Chiefs  and  all 
our  People  agree  to  it  very  gladly,  and  desired  Us  to  let  You  know 
that  We  on  our  side  did  the  same  on  our  End  of  the  Road,  and 
have  removed  every  thing  that  from  time  to  time  obstructed  the 
same,  and  now  came  the  said  Road  to  You,  and  We  assure  You 
that  it  is  clear  on  our  side,  and  We  will  always  keep  it  so,  and 
nothing  shall  from  henceforth  obstruct  it;  in  Confirmation  whereof 
We  give  You  this  String  of  Wampum/ 

"  The  Speaker  then  took  a  Belt  of  Wampum  in  his  Hand  and 
said : 

Ui  Brother,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  :  at  the  same  time  by 
this  Belt  of  Wampum  (he  shewing  the  Belt)  You  assured  Us  that 
You  was  our  hearty  Friend,  and  nothing  remained  int  your  Heart 
but  Good  Will  and  good  Wishes  to  Us.  You  also  desired  Us  to 
keep  fast  hold  to  this  Belt  and  be  true  and  hearty,  and  believe  no 
flying  S'tories,  but  advise  with  You  on  every  Occasion.  This,  your 
Belt,  was  carried  to  Nowchickano  and  Kachkawatchiky,  and  were 
gladly  received;  and  We  have  it  in  charge  to  thank  You  for  your 
kindness,  and  to  put  You  in  mind  of  it  by  this  Opportunity.  And 
We  assure  You  that  We  have  hitherto  always  followed  your  Advice 
and  held  fast  to  this  Belt  with  all  our  Strength,  and  We  will  do  so 
for  the  future,  and  will  charge  our  Children  and  their  Children  to 
follow  our  Example  and  keep  up  a  good  Understanding  with  You 
always,  and  We  hope  You  will  always  look  upon  Us  as  your  good 
and  true  Brethren ;  We  earnestly  desire  it  of  You  because  We  know 
that  our  Lives,  the  Life  of  our  Wives  and  Children  and  those  yet 
unborn,  depends  upon  it.' 

"  Gave  a  Belt. 

"  Note. — The  String  and  Belt  that  the  Speaker  first  took  up  are 
those  that  were  given  them  by  the  Commissioners  of  this  Province 
at  Lancaster  in  the  Year  1748,  and  those  that  he  now  gave  are  in 
Exchange  of  them. 

"  Here  ended  the  Shawonese  Speech. 

"Then  the  Beaver,  the  Speaker  of  the  Dclawares,  stood  up  and 
directed  his  Discourse  to  the  Six  Nations,  and  said : 

"  '  Uncle  :  I  still  remember  the  Time  when  You  first  conquered 
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Us  and  made  Woman  of  Us,  and  told  Us  that  You  took  Us  under 
your  Proection,  and  that  We  must  not  meddle  with  Wars,  but  stay 
in  the  House  and  mind  Council  Affairs.  We  have  hitherto  followed 
your  directions  and  lived  very  easy  under  your  Protection,  and  no 
high  Wind  did  blow  to  make  Us  uneasy;  but  now  Things  seem  to 
take  another  turn,  and  a  high  Wind  is  rising.  We  desire  You., 
therefore,  Uncle,  to  have  your  Eyes  open  and  be  watchful  over  Us, 
your  Cousins,  as  you  have  always  been  heretofore/ 

"  Grave  several  Strings  of  Wampum. 

"  Then  the  same  Speaker  directed  his  Discourse  to  the  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  said  : 

"  'Brother,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania:  by  your  Speech  just 
now  made  to  Us,  You  comforted  our  Hearts  and  You  removed  all 
Doubts  and  Jealousy;  it  is,  what  You  said  to  Us,  like  the  morning 
Sun.  We  see  now  clear  your  kindness  and  good  will  to  Us  and  our 
allies.  We  will  make  it  known  to  all.  We  are  extremely  pleased 
to  hear  You  speak  so  sincerely  and  so  agreable  to  Us.  We  thank 
You  kindly  for  your  Good  Will/ 

"  Gave  a  String. 

"' Brother,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania:  I  must  now  go  into 
the  Depth,  and  put  You  in  Mind  of  old  Histories  and  our  first  ac- 
quaintance with  You,  when  William  Penn  first  appeared  in  his 
Ship  on  our  Lands.  We  looked  in  bis  Face  and  judged  him  to  be 
our  Brother,  and  gave  him  a  fast  Hold  to  tie  his  Ship  to;  and  We 
told  him  that  a  powerful  People  called  the  Five  United.Nations  had 
placed  Us  here  and  established  a  fair  and  lasting  Friendship  with  Us, 
and  that  he  the  said  William  Penn  and  his  People  shall  be  welcome 
to  be  one  of  Us,  and  in  the  same  Union,  to  which  he  and  his  People 
agreed ;  and  we  then  erected  an  everlasting  Friendship  with  Wil- 
liam Penn  and  his  People,  which  We  on  our  side  so  well  as  You 
have  observed  as  much  as  possible  to  this  Day.  We  always  looked 
upon  You  to  be  one  Flesh  and  Blood  with  Us.  We  desire  You 
will  look  upon  Us  in  the  same  Light,  and  let  that  Treaty  of 
Friendship  made  by  our  Forefathers  on  both  sides  subsist  and  be  in 
Force  from  Generation  to  Generation ;  both  our  Lives,  our  Wives' 
and  Children's  Lives,  and  those  as  yet  unborn,  depends  upon  it. 
Pray,  Brother,  consider  well  what  we  say  and  let  it  be  so/ 

"  A  large  Belt. 

"  By  a  little  String  of  Wampum,  of  black  and  white,  they  de- 
sired the  Government  of  Pennsylvania  will  take  no  Notice  of  any 
thing  that  will  be  said  to  the  contrary,  but  believe  that  that  what 
they  had  said  now  to  be  the  Truth  from  their  Heart. 

"  5th. — In  the  morning  I  answered  the  Shawonese  and  ye  Dela- 
wares  first  Speech  in  the  following  manner  : 

" '  Brethren  the  Shawonese :  when  You  first  came  to  Aucquick 
You  made  a  Speech  to  Mr.  Croghan,  directed  to  the  Government 
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©f  Pennsylvania,  by  which  You  put  the  Governor  in  mind  of  what 
was  said  to  You  at  the  Treaty  in  Carlisle  last  Fall,  to  wit :  that 
You  was  desired  to  be  quiet  and  still,  and  not  meddle  with  any 
thing  concerning  the  present  Noise  of  the  War,  but  only  Council 
affairs  to  Strengthen  Yourselves  in  the  best  manner  You  could  by 
keeping  a  good  Correspondence  with  your  allies;  and  You  said 
You  had  complied  with  that  advice,  and  had  renewed  Friendship 
with  your  Indian  allies,  and  least  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania 
might  think  that  You  were  in  the  French  Interest,  because  You 
were  not  engaged  with  the  English  in  the  action  against  the  French 
that  happened  some  time  ago  near  Ohio,  You  assured  the  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania  that  You  was,  notwithstanding,  a  Friend  and  Bro- 
ther to  the  English,  as  We  have  always  been,  and  that  You  acted 
according  to  their  advice;  this  is  the  Substance  of  what  You  said. 
I  have  it  in  charge  from  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  to  let  You 
know  that  he  approves  of  your  Proceedings,  and  desires  You  will 
always  act  agreeable  to  his  advice  in  every  thing,  and  in  so  doing 
You  will  do  well.' 
"  Gave  a  String. 

u  c  Brethren  the  Delawares  :  You  have  told  Us  and  put  Us  in 
mind  of  the  old  Treaties  of  Friendship  subsisting  between  us,  and 
that  You  was  one  People  with  Us,, and  that  You  therefore  recom- 
mended the  Speech  made  to  Us  by  your  Grand  Children  the  Shaw- 
onese  to  be  the  Truth  and  a  word  that  came  from  their  Heart,  so 
that  we  may  believe  them,  which  you  earnestly  desired  by  a  String 
of  Wampum  as  a  Letter  of  Recommendation  from  You  our  old 
Friends. 

"  '  Brethren  the  Delawares  :  it  is  true  You  are  one  People  with 
Us,  for  You  spring  out  of  the  same  Spot  of  Ground  with  us,  and 
are,  therefore,  our  Countrymen  and  older  Inhabitants  than  We  are; 
as  to  your  present  Habitation  on  Ohio  We  look  upon  as  your  hunt- 
ing Cabbin  only,  for  here  is  your  Mother  Country,  and  We  look 
upon  You  as  Ourselves.  We,  therefore,  take  the  Recommendation 
well,  and  are  glad  that  You  and  your  Grand  Children  the  Shawonese 
are  of  one  Mind,  We  believe  that  what  they  said  came  from  the 
bottom  of  their  Hearts,  and  there  remains  no  doubt  with  Us.  We 
thank  You  both  for  your  kind  Speeches.' 

"  Gave  a  Spring. 

"  Then  I  took  up  the  big  Belt  that  the  Delawares  gave  me  yester- 
day and  said  : 

"  (  Brethren  :  by  this  Belt  you  was  pleased  to  put  the  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania  in  mind  of  the  first  Treaties  of  Friendship  and 
Acquaintance  with  the  People  of  Pennsylvania  when  the  great  Wil- 
liam Perm  first  arrived  on  your  Land,  and  You  repeated  over  what 
then  passed  between  your  Forefathers  and  the  said  William  lVnn 
and   his   People.      I   must   tell  You,  Brethren,  that  that    is    toe 
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weighty  a  Matter  for  me  to  give  You  an  Answer  upon  it  or  to  ex- 
change the  Belt.  I  will  therefore  take  it  with  me  to  Philadelphia 
and  lay  it  before  the  Governor,  and  he  will  lay  it  before  his  Council 
and  all  the  old  and  wise  People  of  Pennsylvania;  they  are  only  able 
to  consider  this  and  make  a  suitable  Answer.  I  am  too  mean  a 
man  and  no  way  empowered  nor  capable  to  answer  it,  but  can  only 
say  that  I  am  very  well  pleased  with  what  You  said  and  am  glad  to 
carry  this  Belt  to  Philadelphia/ 

"  The  Indians  in  general,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Six  Nations  as 
Delawares  and  Shawonese,  appeared  to  be  extremely  pleased  with 
what  I  told  them,  and  gave  their  Approbation  in  the  usual  Sound. 

"  Then  Tanacarisson  stood  up  and  thanked  the  Delawares  for 
their  Kind  Speech  made  Yesterday  to  the  Six  Nations  by  their 
Strings  of  Wampum,  and  said  that  their  Speech  will  be  sent  to  the 
Six  Nations  by  a  special  Messenger  where  it  ought  to  be. 

"  A  Shawonese  named  Danaluqueshon  in  open  Council  signified 
his  great  Satisfaction  in  this  Meeting,  and  said  that  this  was  a  com- 
fortable Day  to  him  and  his  People. 

"  On  the  same  day  Tanacarisson  and  Scarrooyady  came  to  consult 
with  me  and  advised  to  join  with  them  to  desire  the  Shawonese  and 
Delawares  to  stay  here  at  Aucquick  for  some  time  longer,  or  at 
least  so  long  till  the  new  Governor  was  come  in,  to  which  I  agreed 
in  behalf  of  this  Government,  and  I  found  the  String  of  Wampum, 
and  Scarrooyady  made  the  Speech  accordingly  to  the  Shawonese  and 
Delawares  this  Evening. 

"  Gth. — This  day  at  their  own  Request  I  informed  them  of  what 
passed  in  Albany  at  the  last  Treaty  and  of  the  Purchase  of  the 
Land  that  was  made  there;  they  seemed  not  to  be  very  well  pleased 
at  first  when  they  heard  of  it  because  of  such  a  large  Tract  that  the 
Six  Nations  had  released  to  the  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania,  but 
when  they  were  informed  of  the  New  England  People's  Design  and 
the  French  taking  the  Ohio  Lands  in  Possession,  which  they  might 
look  upon  as  lost  to  them,  they  were  content,  but  would  have  been 
more  so  if  they  had  received  a  Part  of  the  Consideration. 

"  This  Evening  I  let  them  know  that  as  now  all  Publick  Business 
was  over  I  would  set  off  to-morrow  morning;  they,  to  wit,  Tanaca- 
risson and  Scarrooyady,  desired  me  to  stay  longer  with  them  to  dis- 
course over  some  private  Affairs  as  they  had  hitherto  no  time,  to 
which  I  consented,  but  they  got  Liquor  that  Evening  and  all  got 
drunk;  however  I  stayed,  and  in  the  Afternoon  Tanacarisson  and 
Scarrooyady  got  sober,  and  I  learned  from  them  in  a  private  Dis- 
course, first,  that  the  Senecas  from  time  to  time  had  sent  Messages 
by  Belts  and  Strings  of  Wampum  to  the  Indians  on  Ohio  to  order 
them  not  to  meddle  with  the  French  neither  in  one  way  nor  the 
other,  but  stand  Neuter  and  keep  their  Ears  and  Eyes  towards  the 
Six  United  Nations. 
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"  Secondly.  That  the  Twightwees  had  sent  several  of  their  head 
Men  this  Summer  to  the  Lower  Shawonese  Town  with  a  Message, 
the  Purport  whereof  as  follows : 

"  '  Brethren  the  Shawonese :  You  know  that  the  French  has  in- 
vaded our  Country  on  all  Sides,  why  do  You  set  so  still  ?  Will 
You  be  Slaves  to  the  French,  and  suffer  them  to  be  Masters  of  all 
the  Land  and  all  the  Game?  Rise  up  and  take  the  Hatchet  and 
follow  our  Example.  We  have  killed  not  long  ago  fifty  French 
Men,  all  warriors;  and  in  one  day  five  other  Nations  hcive  joined  Us; 
and  if  You  and  your  Grandfathers  the  Delawares  will  but  stir  the 
French  will  soon  be  forced  to  fly/ 

"  This  Article  is  confirmed  by  Moses,  otherwise  called  the  Song, 
Mohock  Indian,  who  was  present  at  the  Delivery  of  the  Message. 

"  To  which  the  Shawonese  made  answer  : 

"  '  Brethren  the  Twightwees  :  We  are  surprized  at  your  Request. 
The  Six  United  Nations  have  desired  Us  to  sit  still  and  not  mind 
the  French,  and  that  We  must  keep  our  Ears  and  Eyes  to  the.  Six 
United  Nations,  so  does  our  Grandfathers  the  Delawares.  We  de- 
sire You  will  spare  Us,  and  leave  our  Town  before  the  French  hear 
of  You  and  come  and  kill  You  here,  and  plunge  Us  into  the  War 
before  the  Six  United  Nations  begin  it/ 

"The  Twightwees  accordingly  went  home  in  disgust,  and  Tana- 
carisson  and  Scarrooyady  are  out  of  humour  with  the  Shawonese 
for  not  consulting  them  about  an  answer  to  the  Twightwees. 

"  The  following  Article  I  was  charged  to  keep  to  myself,  to  wit : 

"  Thirdly.  That  they,  to  wit,  Tanacarisson  and  Scarrooyady,  were 
credibly  informed  that  the  Mohocks,  Oneiders,  and  Tuscaroras  would 
assist  the  English  against  the  French  as  soon  as  the  English  gave 
Proof  of  their  being  in  earnest. 

u  Fourthly.  Scarrooyady  is  going  to  Oneido  soon  (it  is  his  nativG 
Country)  to  inform  himself  of  the  Minds  of  the  Six  United  Nations, 
and  to  use  his  Endeavours  to  bring  them  to  side  with  the  English 
against  the  French. 

"  Fifthly.  I  found  that  the  Shawonese  and  Delawares  are  very 
strictly  united  together,  and  that  the  French  made  them  large  Pre- 
sents, desiring  them  to  stand  their  Friends  or  Neuter;  they,  the 
Shawonese  and  Delawares,  made  them  no  answer  at  all,  but  sent 
these  Men,  about  twelve  in  Number,  to  see  their  Brethren  the 
English  (and  I  suppose  to  learn  what  they  are  about)  and  to  renew 
their  Friendship  with  them. 

"  The  Indians'  Names  that  were  present  in  all  the  Meetings  I  had 
with  them  arc  as  follows  : 

"Tanacarisson,  Seneca  Chief,  "Delaware. 

"  Scanooyady,  Oneido  Chief,         «  The  Beaver, 

u  Tokaswayeston,  Seneca  Chief,     "  Delaware  George, 
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"  Seneca  George,  Chief,  "  Dishickamy, 

"Captain  William,  Seneca,  "  Hickyjusku, 

"  Kanachjakanyjady,  Seneca,  "  William  Anderson  the  Delaware,. 

"  Sakojaduntha,  Cayuga,  "  Delaware  Jack, 

"  Moses  Contjochqua,  Mohock,  "John    Moore   the  Delaware,  & 

"  Aquogioda,  Ditto.  several  others. 

"  Shaivones. 
"  Lapechkewe,  the  Young  King. 
"  Donylequeshoney, 
"Wapatykeety,  Speaker. 
"Kanjuchha,  (alias  Penn). 
"The  Runner. 
"  Catousima,  Cachkawatchiky's  Grand-child,  and  Several  others. 

"  The  white  people  that  were  present  for  the  most  were  besides 
myself  and  my  Son, 

"  Andrew  Montour,  Interpreter  to  the  Delawares. 
"  George  Croghan. 
"  Peter  Sheffer. 
"  Hugh  Crawford. 
"  Thomas  Simpson,  and 
"  John  Owen. 
"  On  the  8th  about  ten  o'Ciock  I  left  Aucquick,  and  came  by  the 
way  of  James  Dunning' s  and  Carlisle,  and  arrived  at  my  house  in 
Heidleberg,  September  the  12th,  1754. 

"  CONRAD  WrEISER." 


j3  Letter  to  Governor  Hamilton  from  Mr.  George  Croghan. 

"August  the  30th,  1754. 
"May  it  please  your  Honour : 

"  Yesterday  I  received  your  Honour's  Express  and  acquainted 
the  Indians  that  Mr.  Weiser  was  on  the  Road  with  a  Message  from 
your  Honour  to  them,  which  was  a  very  agreeable  piece  of  News  to 
the  Indians  in  General. 

"One  of  the  Indian  Messengers  that  went  to  Ohio  is  returned, 
and  brings  an  Account  that  there  will  be  a  great  Number  of  Indians 
from  Ohio  here  in  a  few  days,  as  he  tells  me  they  are  all  deserting 
the  French  of  all  Nations ;  by  a  French  Deserter  from  the  Fort  I 
hear  the  French  are  very  sickly,  and  not  less  than  three  or  four  dye 
of  a  day. 

"  I  assure  your  Honour  I  have  been  as  frugal  as  in  my  Power  m 
supplying  the  Indians  since  they  came  here,  nor  did  I  know  any- 
thing of  their  coming  till  they  got  here  ;  for  had  I  been  at  Wills' 
Creek  when  they  sat  off  I  should  have  endeavored  to  have  made  them 
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stay  in  Virginia  at  the  Camp  before  I  would  have  drawn  such  an 
Bxpence  on  the  Province  or  such  a  Trouble  on  myself;  I  was 
abroad  when  they  came,  but  as  soon  as  I  came  home  I  put  a  Stop 
to  any  Spirits  being  brought  amongst  them,  nor  do  I  even  keep  one 
Drop  in  my  own  House. 

"I  here  enclose  the  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Stobo  men- 
tioned in  his  last  Letter,  with  a  Plan  of  the  Fort,  which  I  received 
two  days  ago  by  an  Indian  named  Moses.  I  received  a  Letter  from 
Col.  Innes  yesterday  who  makes  his  Compliments  to  your  Honour; 
he  informs  me  that  there  will  be  one  of  the  Council  from  Virginia, 
for  certain  up  here  to  confer  with  the  Indians  soon,  who  I  hope  will 
bear  some  of  the  Expence,  for  I  assure  your  Honour  the  Expence 
will  be  great;  there  is  such  a  Number  of  Women  and  Children  and 
more  coming ;  they  have  already  almost  destroyed  thirty  acres  of 
Indian  Corn  for  me,  exclusive  of  the  other  Provisions,-  which  are 
very  dear  and  hard  to  be  got,  as  the  Country  takes  all  Opportuni- 
ties to  extort  an  extravagant  Price  for  what  they  have  to  sell;  but 
if  those  Indians  be  to  be  maintained  here,  I  would  be  glad  the 
Government  would  send  some  Person  to  purchase  the  Provisions  for 
them  who  I  would  assist  as  much  as  in  my  power,  by  which  means 
the  G-overnment  might  be  full  satisfied  of  the  Prices  of  Provisions 
and  the  Quantity  that  would  serve,  as  well  as  the  Trouble  of  taking 
Care  of  so  many  of  different  Tribes. 

"  Sir,  I  shall  do  every  thing  in  my  Power  to  assist  Mr.  Weiser 
pursuant  to  your  Honour's  Commands. 

"I  am  Your  Honour's  most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

"GEO.  CROGHAN. 

"Aucquick,  Old  Town. 

"  P.  S  — Sir,  the  Indians  insist  on  the  Promises  made  them  last 
Fall  by  the  Government  of  Virginia  and  this  Government,  that  is 
to  Supply  their  Wives  and  Children  with  Provisions  as  they  are 
drove  out  of  their  own  Country." 


A  Letter  from  Captain  Stoho,  2$th  July,  1754. 
"Sir: 

"  The  Indians  are  greatly  alarmed  at  a  Report  said  to  be  brought 
up  by  an  Indian  named  Tuscarrora  John.  He  reports  that  the 
Half  King  Monecatootha,  and  a  Shawanese  King,  ftS  to  the  num- 
ber, of  37,  were  confined  by  the  English  and  carried  as  Prisoners ; 
that  John  Meinor  alias  Jack  Cork,  of  Montour's  Company,  told 
him  so  soon  as  they  got  them  to  the  Inhabitants  they  would  hang 
them  all  and  advised  him  to  make  his  Escape.  This  was  industri- 
ously reported  the  Day  before  the  Shawonese  counselled  with  the 
French  and  their  Indians.  The  French  made  them  a  very  long 
VOL.  VI. — 11. 
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and  elegant  Speech,  telling  them  they  did  not  come  to  make  War 
with  any,  but  the  English  would  not  let  them  alone;  that  they  ex- 
pected their  Children  would  not  see  their  Father  abused  in  his  old 
age,  but  if  that  they  had  a  mind  to  join  the  English  they  might;  if 
not,  and  to  live  in  Peace  with  all,  there  were  Goods  for  them.  This 
was  all  I  could  pick  up.  The  French  gave  Two  very  large  Belts 
of  Wampum  and  as  many  Strings;  their  Indians  gave  an  equal 
Number.  The  French  gave  them  likewise  a  large  Present,  viz'1'  16 
very  fine  Guns,  2  Barrls-  Gunpowder  and  Bullets  in  Proportion,  16 
fine  suits  of  Cloathes,  several  of  a  meaner  kind,  Blankets,  Strowds, 
&<*.  rj^  ghawanege  niade  no  Answer  at  that  time,  or  have  I  heard 
they  have  as  yet.  ;Tis  now  reported  for  certain  that  the  Half  King, 
&c,  are  killed  and  their  Wives  and  Children  given  up  to  the  Bar- 
barity of  the  Cherokees  and  Cawtabas,  of  whom  they  say  there  are 
300  at  the  New  Store ;  true  or  false  it  has  greatly  alarmed  them, 
and  had  it  not  been  for  that  report  I  believe  a  great  many  Indians 
of  several  Nations  would  have  been  with  You.  Now,  if  true  (which 
I  cannot  think),  there  will  be  no  further  dependance  on  any  Indians 
this  way  and  will  make  our  Return  very  hazardous,  but  that's  not 
to  be  considered.  The  Shawonese,  Picts,  and  Delawares,  have  had 
a  grand  Council  by  themselves ;  what  they  have  determined  I  know 
not,  but  I  have  persuaded  some  of  them  to  venture  to  see  you.  By 
assuring  them  they  will  be  used  in  the  best  manner  and  that  there  is 
large  Presents  for  the  Indians  at  the  New  Store,  a  Present  well-timed 
now  will  be  of  great  Service.  If  Peace  be  made  with  their  Indians, 
Catawbas,  and  Cherokees,  I  hope  all  will  go  well.  I  assure  You  there 
was  not  any  of  those  Indians  We  call  our's  at  the  Battle,  except  Six 
or  Seven  I  believe  of  the  Mingoe  Nation,  Fellows  not  regarded  by 
them,  particularly  one  English  John,  he  was  at  Guests  with  those  that 
were  suspected  as  Spies;  I'm  informed  he  intends  to  see  You  with 
some  of  the  rest,  take  care  of  them;  I  send  this  by  Monecatootha's 
Brother-in-Law;  a  worthy  Fellow,  and  may  be  trusted.  On  the 
other  side  You  have  a  Draught  of  the  Fort  such  as  Time  and  oppor- 
tunity would  admit  of  at  this  time,  its  Garrison  consists  of  200  Men; 
Workman  and  all  the  Rest  went  in  several  detachments  to  the  Num- 
ber of  1,000,  two  days  hence  Mericue  (a  fine  Soldier)  goes,  so  that 
only  Contrecoeur  with  a  few  young  Officers  and  Cades  remain  here; 
a  Lieutenant  went  off  some  days  ago  with  200  Men  for  Provisions, 
he's  daily  expected,  when  he  arrives  the  Garrison  will  then  be  400. 
La  Force  is  greatly  wanted  here,  no  scouting  now,  he  certainly  must 
have  been  an  extraordinary  Man  amongst  them,  he  is  so  much  re- 
gretted and  wished  for;  when  We  engaged  to  serve  the  Country  it 
was  expected  We  were  to  do  it  with  our  Lives,  let  them  not  be  dis- 
appointed, consider  the  Good  of  the  Expedition  without  the  least 
Regard  to  Us;  for  my  part  I  wou'd  die  ten  thousand  Deaths  to  have 
the  Pleasure  of  possessing  this  Fort  but  one  day,  they  are  so  vain  of 
their  Success  at  the  Meadows,  'tis  worse  than  Death  to  hear  them; 
strike  this  Fall,  as  soon  as  possible  make  the  Indians  ours,  prevent 
Intelligence,  get  the  best,  and  'tis  done;  one  hundred  trusty  Indians 
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might  surprize  this  Fort,  they  have  Access  all  day  and  might  lodge 
themselves  so  that  they  might  secure  the  Guard  with  their  Tom- 
hawks,  shut  the  Sally  Gate,  and  the  Fort  is  ours;  none  but  the 
Guard  and  Contrecceur  stays  in  the  Fort.  For  God's  Sake  commu- 
.nicate  this  but  to  few,  and  them  you  can  trust.  Intelligence  comes 
here  unaccountably,  if  they  should  know  I  wrote  I  should  at  least 
lose  the  little  Liberty  I  have.  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  You, 
but  take  no  Notice  of  this  in  yOur's.  Excuse  Errors,  bad  Diction, 
k^  and  believe  me  to  be  Your 

"ROBT-  STOBO. 
u  Pray  be  kind  to  this  Indian ;  Shingas  and  Delaware  Georgf 
have  been  here." 

DRAUGHT  OF  THE  FORT. 


The  Governor  received  the  following  Letter  from  Governor  Din- 
widdle, which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  entered  : 

"  Virginia,  Williamsburg,  September. 
"Sir: 

11  Your  kind  Favour  of  the  twelfth  ult0,  I  received,  and  shouV! 
have  answered  it  before  this,  but  waited  the  Result  of  our  Assembly 
in  regard  to  granting  Supplies.  They  met  the  22d  of  last  month. 
and  I  thought  with  great  Inclination  to  grant  a  handsome  Sum, 
they  all  appearing  sensible  of  the  great  Danger  all  the  Colonies 
were  exposed  to.  On  the  27th  they  voted  £20,000,  which  was 
twice  read  in  the  House  of  Burgesses,  the  third  Reading,  which 
was  the  28th,  a  contentious  Spirit  possessed  some  of  them,  and  they 
proposed  a  Rider  to  the  Bill,  which  was  to  pay  £2,500  to  Pay  ton 
Randolph,  Esquire,  their  Agent,  sent  home  with  a  Complaint 
against  me  about  the  Pistole  Affair.  Our  Treasurer,  who  is  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Burgesses,  inconstitutionally  paid  this  money  by  a 
Resolve  of  their  House,  which  Resolve  was  last  November  rejected 
by  the  Council;  however  they  tacked  this  to  the  Bill  of  Supply, 
and  sent  it  up  to  the  Council,  and  they  unanimously  rejected  the 
same.  They  were  on  this  obstinate,  and  declared  they  would  pass 
no  Bill  of  Supply  without  it.  I  used  all  the  Argument  in  my 
Power  to  shew  them  the  Impropriety  of  tacking  a  private  Demand 
to  a  publick  Bill  of  Supply  to  his  Majesty  j  and  further  told  them, 
that  Transaction  was  out  of  our  Hand,  for  that  Resolution  and  the 
other  extraordinary  Resolves  they  made  in  the  November  Session 
was  before  the  King  and  Council,  and  that  they  should  not  Notice 
it  till  the  Resolution  and  Determination  (5f  the  King  and  Council 
was  known.  They  were  obstinate  and  deaf  to  all  Arguments,  and 
declared  without  that  Rider  they  would  grant  no  Supply,  so  that  1 
was  obliged  to  prorogue  them  till  the  17 th  of  October  uoxt. 
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11  There  appears  to  me  an  Infatuation  in  all  the  Assemblies  in 
this  Part  of  the  World;  they  are  not  affected  with  the  imminent 
Danger  they  are  so  obviously  exposed  to,  but  seem  satisfied  to  leave 
the  French  at  full  Liberty  to  perpetrate  their  utmost  Designs  to 
their  Hum. 

"  I  daily  expect  a  King's  Ship  with  Mr.  Dobbs,  Governor  of 
North  Carolina,  by  whom  I  hope  to  have  a  proper  Account  of  the 
Affairs  lying  before  the  King  and  Council.  This  unexpected  and 
unreasonable  Conduct  of  our  Assembly  put  a  Stop  to  all  my  Opera- 
tions this  Fall,  which,  if  I  had  been  able  to  put  in  Execution  by  a 
Supply  of  Money,  'tis  probable  We  might  have  put  a  Stop  to  the 
French  and  drove  them  from  the  Ohio ;  whereas  now  they  are  left 
at  full  Liberty  to  Murder,  plunder,  and  every  thing  else  they  think 
proper.  Our  Assembly  complains  much  of  the  want  of  proper  aid 
from-  our  neighbouring  Colonies ;  if  Mr.  Morris  is  arrived  with  You, 
and  can  bring  your  People  to  a  proper  way  of  thinking  by  granting 
a  handsome  Supply,  it  may  probably  raise  the  Spirit  of  our  Assem- 
bly to  renew  their  vote  without  this  Rider.  AJ;  present  I  am  under 
the  greatest  Apprehensions  of  the  bad  Consequences  from  the 
lethargic  Indolence  of  the  different  Colonies  in  not  opposing  the 
Enemy  just  at  our  doors,  and  indeed  this  Affair  gives  me  more 
Concern  and  Anxiety  than  any  thing  ever  occurred  to  me. 

"  A  Governor  is  really  to  be  pitied  in  the  Discharge  of  his  duty 
to  his  King  and  Country  in  having  to  do  with  such  obstinate,  self- 
conceited  People.  The  French  and  Indians  are  now  making  Incur- 
sions among  our  Inhabitants  in  Augusta  County,  threatening  our 
People  to  depart  from  their  Plantations,  and  propose  building  Forts 
on  Holston's,  Green-bryar's,  and  other  Rivers.  I  keep  up  the 
For  cs  We  have,  and  have  ordered  a  Detachment  to  these  Places  to 
protect  our  Frontiers. 

"  I  am  very  sensible  of  your  good  Inclinations  to  support  this 
necessary  Expedition ;  but  no  Governor  can  act  consistantly  without 
proper  Supplies,  and  am  very  sorry  there  is  such  Supineness  in  the 
People  of  your  Province — from  their  Numbers  We  had  Reason  to 
expect  at  least  one  thousand  Men ;  and  I  think  You  have  acted 
properly  in  resigning  the  Government,  and  if  I  could  in  Honour  I 
should  be  glad  to  do  the  same,  for  I  am  quite  wearied  with  the 
many  Obstacles  thrown  in  my  way  in  Discharge  of  my  Duty. 

"  I  fully  agree  with  You  that  no  Expedition  can  be  conducted 
here  with  a  dependance  on  the  Assemblies,  and  I  have  fully  repre- 
sented it  home,  and  have  desired  aid  of  Men,  Money,  and  Ordinance 
Stores,  without  which  I  have  small  Hopes  of  Success.  As  they 
have  this  affair  much  at  heart  in  Great  Britain,  I  hope  they  will 
grant  Us  proper  Assistance,  and  that  soon,  otherwise  I  fear  it  will 
be  to  late. 

"Though  You  have  resigned  the  Government  I  shall  be  glad  of 
a  Line  from  You  at  your  leisure  time  with  your  Opinion  on  Affairs 
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now  in  Action.  You  have  done  very  judiciously  in  assisting  the 
Half  King,  &ea~'  and  hope  You  will  represent  the  Affairs  to  Mr. 
Morris  on  his  arrival  in  its  true  Light;  and  pray  present  my  Com- 
pliments to  him.    I  had  a  small  knowledge  of  him  in  London. 

"  The  Three  Independant  .Companies  with  the  other  few  Forces 
are  to  build  a  Magazine  for  Stores  at  some  Place  near  Wilis'  Creek 
and  to  erect  a  small  Battery  for  its'Protection;  for  I  think  with  the 
small  Number  of  Men  We  have  Wo 'cannot  this  Winter  venture 
over  the  Allegheny  Mountains.  The  Prospect  at  a  distance  is,  if 
the  Assemblies  can  be  brought  to  Reason  and  grant  proper  Supplies, 
to  make  a  Push  early  in  the  Spring  before  they  can  be  reinforced 
from  Quebec. 

"  I  am  so  dejected  with  this  last  unexpected  Behaviour  of  our 
Assembly  that  I  despair  of  doing  what  my  Inclination  and  the  pre- 
sent Posture  of  our  Affairs  demands ;  however  I  shall  endeavor 
with  Patience,  and  wait  to  see  what  Time  may  produce.  Excuse 
the  Length  of  this  Letter,  and  believe  me  to  be  with  great  Regard 
and  Respect,  , 

"  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 

"  ROBT-  DINWIDD-'E. 

"  To  Governor  Hamilton/' 


At  a  Council  held  in  the  Council  Chamber  in  the  State  House 
at  Philadelphia,  Tuesday  the  15th  October,  1754. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  Joseph  Turner,  |  ™ 

Robert  Strettell,  Richard  Peters,  j       ^ 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

Last  night  nine  Members  waited  upon  the  Governor  ani  ac- 
quainted him  that  pursuant  to  the  Charter  and  Laws  of  this. Pro- 
vince a  Quorum  of  the  Representatives  had  met  and  proceeded  to 
the  Choice  of  a  Speaker,  and  desired  to  know  when  he  would  be 
pleased  to  receive  the  House  that  they  might  present  their  Speaker. 
To  which  the  Governor  was  pleased  to  say,  he  would  be  ready  to  re- 
ceive the  House  this  morning  at  eleven  o' Clock  in  the  Council 
Chamber. 

The  Governor,  fry  the  Secretary,  acquainted  the  House  that  he 
was  in  the  Council  Chamber  ready  to  receive  them  with  their 
Speaker;  and  accordingly  the  House  waited  upon  the  Governor 
and  presented  their  Speaker,  and  the  Governor  was  pleased  to  ap- 
prove their  Choice.     Then  the  Speaker,  in  the  Name  and   >; 
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o$  the  House,,  claimed  tbe  usual  Privileges,  derived  and  confirmed 
to  them  by  tbe  Charters  and  Laws  of  this  Province ;  to  which  the 
Governor  was  pleased  to  say  that  he  not  only  confirmed  those 
flights  and  Privileges  to  the  House,  but  should  be  always  ready  to 
confirm  any  others  that  they  were  entitled  by  Law  to  demand;  and 
.likewise  acquainted  the  House  that  by  the  Time  they  had  taken 
their  respective  Qualifications  He  should  have  something  ready  to 
communicate  to  them,  and  should,  therefore,  again  require  their  s 
Attendance  by  the  Secretary. 

The  Governor  laid  before  the  Board  the  Speech  he  proposed  to 
make  to  the  Assembly,  which  being  approved,  the  Governor  sent  a 
Message  to  the  House,  by  the  Secretary,  requiring  their  Attend- 
ance in  the  Council  Chamber  immediately. 

And  accordingly  the  Speaker,  with  the  whole  House,  waited 
upon  the  Governor,  who  made  a  Speech  to  them  in  the  following 

Words : 

u-  Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly: 

"  On  Mr.  Hamilton's  Resignation  the  Honourable  Proprietaries 
were  pleased  to  appoint  me  to  the  Command  of  this  Province;  and 
as  I  am  persuaded  they  have  nothing  more  at  Heart  than  the  Wel- 
fare and  Prosperity  of  the  People,  I  flatter  myself  their  Choice  of 
me  was  from  the  Opinion  they  entertained  that  I  would,  to  the 
utmost  of  my  Power,  promote  the  general  Happiness,  in  which  it 
shall  be  my  earnest  Endeavours  not  to  disappoint  them.  I  there- 
fore take  this  early  opportunity  of  assuring  You  that  I  shall  upon 
all  Occasions  be  studious  to  protect  the  People  committed  to  my 
Charge  in  the  Enjoyment  of  all  their  civil  and  religious  Privileges, 
and  at  the  same  time  be  careful  to  maintain  the  just  Eights  of 
Government,  as  equally  conducive  to  the  Public  Good. 

"  The  particular  Matter  I  have  at  Present  to  recommend  to  your 
Consideration  is  the  State  of  the  Frontiers  of  this  and  the  neigh- 
bouring Governments,  where  you  will  find  the  French  acting  with 
a  steady  Uniformity  and  avowed  Resolution  to  make  themselves 
Masters  of  this  Country.  Their  Encroachments  upon  his  Maj.es- 
tie's  Territories,  and  their  hostile  Proceedings  in  this  Time  of 
Peace,  may  shew  Us  what  We  are  to  expect  in  case  of  open  War, 
if  We  suffer  them  to  strengthen  themselves  in  the  Possession  of 
that  Country  they  have  so  unjustly  seized,  and  from  whence  they 
may  not  only  annoy  us  by  the  Indians  in  their  Alliance,  but  can  at 
any  time  march  a  Body  of  Troops  into  this  plentiful.  Province, 
situated  in  the  Center  of  the  British  Dominions  in  America. 

"  I  am  sure  I  heed  only  mention  to  You  the  arbitrary  and  tyranical 
Nature  of  their  Government  and  the  detestable  Principles  of  their 
R-eligion  to  convince  You  of  the  unhappy  Condition  these  Colonies 
will  be  reduced  to  should  they  ever  become  subject  to  the  French. 
I  do,  therefore,  in  his  Majestie's  Name  earnestly  recommend  it  to* 
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You  to  exert  Yourselves  at  this  critical  Juncture  in  Defence  of  your 
Country  while  their  Numbers  are  small  and  before  they  have  estab- 
lished themselves  in  their  present  Situation,  and  shall  only  observe 
that  if  this  Opportunity  be  lost  it  is  not  likely  We  shall  ever  have 
another  so  favourable. 

"If,  when  You  shall  think  it  a  proper  Season  to  proceed  to  pri~ 
vate  Business,  You  shall  find  any  Laws  wanting  for  the  better  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Province,  I  shall  be  ready  to  enter  upon  the  Con- 
sideration of  what  You  shall  propose,  and  give  my  Consent  to  such 
as  I  shall  judge  reasonable  and  for  the  publick  Utility." 

xMEMORANDUM. 

.  On  the  Eighteenth  of  October  Two  Members  waited  on  the  Gov- 
ernor with  the  following  Address  from  the  House,  and  at  the  same 
Time  delivered  him  an  Order  on  the  Provincial  Treasurer  for  Five 
Hundred  Pounds,  To  whom  the  Governor  was  pleased  to  say  that 
He  thanked  the  House  for  the  Order,  and  would  take  their  Address 
into  Consideration  and  return  an  Answer  to  the  House  forthwith  if 
he  found  it  required  one  : 

"  To  the  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire, 

Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,,  d,ca- 
"  The  Address  of  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen   of  the  said 

Province  in  Answer  to  the  Governor's  Speech  of  the  Fifteenth 

Instant. 

"  May  it  please  the  Governor  : 

"  We  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  beg  Leave  to  congratulate 
the  Governor  on  his  Accession  to  this  Government  and  his  safe  Ar- 
rival in  Pennsylvania. 

"  It  is  very  agreeable  to  Us  to  find  that  the  Choice  of  him  was 
from  an  Opinion  our  Honourable  Proprietaries  entertained  that  he 
would  to  the  utmost  of  his  Power  promote  the  general  Happiness  of 
this  Province,  in  which  the  Governor  is  pleased  to  assure  Us  it 
shall  be  his  earnest  Endeavour  not  to  disappoint  them,  and  that  he 
will  on  all  Occasions  be  studious  to  protect  the  People  committed  to 
his  Charge  in  the  Enjoyment  of  all  their  Civil  and  Religious  Liber- 
ties; And  We  do  with  the  same  Sincerity  promise  to  contribute  oven 
thing  in  our  Power  to  support  him  in  the  Exertion  of  all  the  just 
Rights  of  Government  conducive  to  these  good  Ends. 

'•'The  Encroachments  of  the  French  on  his  Majestie's  Territories. 
and  their  hostile  Proceedings  in  this  time  of  Peace,  are  truly  alarm- 
ing; and  as  they  have  been  long  since  known  in  Great  Britain  We 
were  in  hopes  on  the  Governor's  Arrival  to  have  received  Instruc- 
tions from  the  Crown  how  to  couduct  Ourselves  on  this  important 
occasion;  but  as  we  have  not  had  any  such  laid  before  us,  the  tuna) 
Order  sent  to  the  several  Colonies  by  the  Earl  of  Holdernesae  in 
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his  Letter  of  the  Twenty-Eight  of  August,  1753,  appears  to  be  the 
only  Rule  by  which  We  can  now  act  with  Safety.  And  as  we  find 
our  late  Assembly  did  what  was  most  consistent  with  the  Trust  re- 
posed in  them  to  comply  therewith,  the  Governor  may  likewise  de- 
pend upon  our  doing  whatever  can  be  reasonably  expected  from  Us 
for  the  Good  of  this  Province  or  the  General  Interest  of  the  British 
Colonies  o  )  the  Continent,  whenever  our  assistance  can  be  applied 
to  any  valuable  Purpose.  But  at  present,  as  we  know  not  where  to 
direct  our  aid,  and  as  this  has  not  been  the  usual  Time  of  doing 
Business,  occasioned  by  the  Governor's  being  obliged  to  give  his 
attendance  elsewhere,  We  are  inclined,  if  he  has  no  objection  or  any 
thing  further  to  lay  before  Us,  to  make  a  short  Adjournment;  and 
if  during  our  Recess  any  Matters  of  Importance  should  come  to  his 
Knowledge,  We  shall  chearfully  attend  the  Governor's  Call  of  Our 
House,  and  Contribute  our  Assistance  for  the  Publick  Good, 
"  Sign'd  by  order  of  the  House, 

"ISAAC  NORRIS,  Speaker." 


In  Assembly,  18th  October,  1754, 
On  the  Nineteenth  of  October  the  Governor  by  the  Secretary  sent 
the  following  Message  to  the  House : 
:'  Gentlemen — 

"I  very  heartily  thank  You  for  Your  kind  Address.  As  I  have 
nothing  further  to  lay  before  You,  I  shall  not  object  to  Your  Pro- 
posal of  making  a  short  Adjournment. 

"ROBT-  H.  MORRIS. 
"Philadelphia,  October  19,  1754." 

And  on  the  same  Day  Two  Members  waited  on  the  Governor  to 
acquaint  him  that  the  Houae  were  inclined  to  adjourn  to  the  Second 
Day  of  December  next,  if  he  had  no  Objection  thereto.  The  Gov- 
ernor was  pleased  to  say  that  he  had  no  Objection  to  the  proposed 
Time  of  Adjournment,  but  if  Occasion  required  he  should  call  the 
House  together  sooner. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Wednesday  the  13th  Novem- 
ber, 175  i~. 

PRESENT  I 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Perm,  Benjamin  Shoemaker,  }  ™ 

•Joseph  Turner,  Richard  Peters,  j     '  ^ 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 
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A  Sickness  spreading  in  the  Town  (tho'  no  formal  Information 
has  been  given  of  it  by  any  of  the  Citizens),  owing  to  the  Un- 
healthiness  of  the  Vessels  and  the  Palatine  Passengers  that  have 
arrived  this  Year,  the  Secretary  was  ordered  to  desire  the  Doctors 
to  visit  all  the  Palatine  Ships  now  in  Harbour,  and  all  the  Houses 
within  the  City  where  any  such  Palatines  had  been  entertained, 
and  to  make  their  Report  to  the  Governor  this  Day  in  Council; 
and  the  Doctors  attending  said  they  had  not  had  Time  to  visit  the 
several  Houses  which  had  entertained  the  Sick ;  Whereupon  they 
were  urged  to  do  it  very  carefully  and  without  Delay,  and  to  make 
a  full  Report  of  the  Circumstances  in  Which  they  should  find  them 
and  the  neighbouring  Houses,  and  all  the  People  that  live  in  or 
resort  to  them. 

The  Council  considering  that  they  had  no  Power  within  the 
City,  the  Secretary  was  ordered  to  signify  to  the  Mayor,  from  the 
G-overnor  and  Council,  that  every  thing  in  the  Power  of  the  Magis- 
trates ought  to  be  done  for  the  Preservation  of  the  Health  of  the 
City. 

Mr.  Shoemaker  declared  that  if  any  of  the  People  who  were 
under  his  Care  were  found  in  Fault,  it  should  be  remedied  directly, 
and  he  would  take  Care  to  see  it  done  himself. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bourne,  the  Health  Officer,  should  imme- 
diately give  Notice  to  all  the  Captains  and  Owners  of  Palatine 
Vessels  now  in  Harbour  not  to  land  any  Bedding  or  Sick  Palatines 
within  a  Mile  of  the  City,  and  that  he  should  take  Care  to  see 
them  separate  the  well  from  the  sick,  and  that  the  Sick  be  removed; 
and  that  no  Ship  should  come  to  any  Wharf  till  every  Thing  was 
unloaded  and  the  Vessel  well  cleaned. 

The  Governour,  by  Mr.  Croghan's  Messenger,  sent  a  Message  to 
the  Indians  at  Augh  quick  to  notify  his  appointment  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, assuring  them  that  he  could  not  render  to  his  Majesty  or 
the  Proprietaries  a  more  acceptable  Service  than  to  do  them  every 
good  Office  in  his  Power,  and  that  it  was  expressly  given  him  in 
Charge  to  signifie  to  them  that  tho'  the  Proprietaries  were  absent 
yet  they  rctain'd  a  sincere  love  for  them,  and  press' d  him  particu- 
larly to  be  kind  to  the  Indians,  and  to  see  that  none  of  his  People 
should  give  them  any  Offence  or  do  them  the  least  Injury ;  and 
this  he  assur'd  them  he  would  do  as  well  in  obedience  to  his 
Majesty  and  the  Proprietaries  as  that  it  was  the  most  agreeable  to 
his  Disposition,  and  in  order  to  know  in  what  manner  he  might 
serve  them  he  would  make  himself  well  acquainted  with  their 
Affairs. 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Friday  the  fifteenth  of  Novem- 
ber, 1754. 

present  : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  Robert  Strettell,  , 

iuire3 


Joseph  Turner,  Richard  Peters,  j       $ 

Mr.  Bourne  attending  was  called  in,  and  reported  that  he  had 
imparted  the  Governor's  Orders  to  all  the  Persons  concerned,  and 
that  such  of  them  were  forthwith  obeyed  as  required  immediate 
Execution,  and  they  promised  all  ready  Obedience  to  the  others 
respecting  the  not  landing  any  such  Passengers  within  the  City  or 
their  Vessel  coming  to  any  Wharf  until  they  were  thoroughly 
cleaned. 

The  Doctors  attending  were  called  in  and  made  the  following 

Report : 

"  Sir— 

"  Doctor  Greame  and  I  have  spent  this  Day  in  Examining  the 
Palatines  that  have  been  Landed  in  and  near  the  City,  and  shall  as 
soon  as  possible  give  his  Honour  the  Governor  a  particular  Account 
of  the  Condition  in  which  we  found  them,  the  Persons  that  nursed 
them,  and  the  People  living  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  their  Habita- 
tions ;  but  the  Security  of  the  Citizens  requiring  the  immediate 
removal  of  two  Companies  of  them,  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  give  you 
this  early  Notice,  that  in  the  House  of  Philip  Burcort,  near  the 
reformed  Church,  a  considerable  number  of  them,  belonging  to 
Daniel  Benezett,  are  in  a  weak  and  diseased  State,  and  are  confined 
in  so  small  a  Room  that  the  Air,  &,°*'>  about  them  is  in  a  high 
Degree  of  Putrefaction,  and  two  of  the  Family  are  now  ill  of  putrid 
Fevers.  The  People  in  the  House  of  Frederick  Burk,  at  Spring 
Garden,  are  circumstanced  in  the  same  manner;  they  belong  to 
Henry  Kepler.  'Tis  my  opinion  that  both  the  diseased  and  healthy 
Persons  in  both  these  Houses  shou'd  be  removed  to  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  City,  and  care  taken  to  purify  the  Houses  well 
before  other  Tenants  are  permitted  to  go  into  them. 

"THO.  BOND/' 

The  Doctors  promised  to  make  a  large  Report  that  should  contain 
all  the  matters  of  Fact,  with  their  Observations  on  the  Nature  of 
Putrid  and  contagious  Fevers,  and  excused  the  present  one,  which 
they  had  drawn  up  in  haste. 

Mr.  Kepler  being  ordered  to  attend,  did  declare  that  having  last 
night  received  the  Governor's  Orders  to  remove  all  the  Sick  who 
were  in  the  House  of  Frederick  Burk,  the  same  had  been  faithfully 
and  carefully  done. 
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Mr.  Daniel  Benezet  being  last  Night  informed  of  the  Doctors' 
Report,  and  ordered  to  remove  the  Sick  in  the  House  of  Philip 
Burcort,  and  to  attend  the  Council  this  morning,  sent  his  Brother, 
James  Benezet,  to  inform  the-  Governor  that  he  had  in  part  obeyed 
the  order,  and  would  entirely  compleat  it  by  Night. 

N.  B. — The  Doctors  afterwards  made  two  other  Reports. 
"  To  his  Honour  the  Governor : 

"  We  have  with  the  greatest  care  executed  the  Orders  you  were 
pleased  to  give  us  to  examine  the  Houses  in  and  about  the  City 
where  the  Palatines  now  are  or  have  been  entertained  and  found  as 
follows : 

"  At  Christian  Rinhalt's,  2d  Street  5,  all  well.  At  another 
House  near  it  16,  all  well. 

"At  David  Sicker s  in  Race  Street  20,  3  Sick.  At  Jacob  Cost's, 
dirty  Alley,  20,  several  sick. 

"  At  John  Cowles  in  Arch  Street  19,  all  well,  most  of  these 
belonged  to  Mr.  Shoemaker. 

"  At  Lodowick  Cales  in  Fifth  Street  24,  many  Sick ;  They  were 
Mr.  Benezett's.  At  Philip  Burkhort's,  near  the  reformed  Dutch 
Church,  are  a  considerable  Number,  and  many  .sick.  They  are  con- 
fined in  so  close  and  small  a  Room,  and  the  Air  and  every  thing 
else  about  them  in  so  ill  a  condition,  that  we  think  there  is  the 
greatest  Danger  of  malignant  and  infectious  Diseases  being  generated 
amongst  them.  Two  of  his  Children  are  already  ill  of  Fevers. 
The  House  of  Frederick  Burk  is  circumstanced  in  the  same  manner. 
The  People  in  the  former  belong  to  Daniel  Benezett,  and  in  the 
latter  to  Henry  Kepler. 

"  We  are  of  Opinion  the  Security  of  the  City  requires  the  im- 
mediate removal  of  both  the  Sick  and  Well  from  these  Two  Houses 
to  some  distance  from  the  Built  part  of  the  Town,  and  that  the 
Sick  should  every  where  be  kept  from  the  Healthy  j  and  we  think 
no  House  should  be  permitted  to  take  in  above  eight  or  ten  of  these 
People,  Sick  or  Well. 

"  We  did  not  find  that  any  except  the  two  mentioned,  who  had 
entertained  or  Nursed  the  Sick,  or  any  Persons  living  in  the  Neigh- 
bourhood had  been  infected  by  them.     We  were  told  that  several 

ersons  thereabouts  had  been  ill  after  working  on  board  the  Ships, 
amongst  whom  was  Michael  Cone.  This  Man  had  been  employ'd 
on  board  Captain  Jackson,  from  Hamburg.     The  Circumstances 

ttending  this  Ship  at  and  after  her  Arrival  are  remarkable,  and  to- 
ther  with  the  Observations  of  Persons  experienced  in  that  Trade, 

hew  that  the  People  on  board  most  Passenger  Ships  do  sooner  or 

Biter  undergo  a  disease  from  foul  Air.  We  were  told  she  had  not 
lost  above  two  Freights  in  the  Passage,  and  finding  the  rest  of  the 
Company  uncommonly  healthy  we  had  no  reason  to  question  the 
Truth  of  that  Information.     Soon  after  her  coming  into  Port  the 
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Captain,  Mate,  Merchant,  with  the  rest  of  the  Mariners  and  most 
of  the  Palatines,  were  taken  ill  of  Fevers.  The  Merchant  and 
Mariners  were  brought  on  Shore,  put  into  proper  Lodgings,  and 
tho'  long  ill  did  not  communicate  the  Disease  to  any  Person  about 
them  ;  at  the  same,Time  several  others  besides  Michael  Cone  con- 
tracted the  same  Disease  on  board  of  her.  This  is  the  kind  of  Fever 
we  commonly  meet  with  on  board  these  Ships,  and  which  not  com- 
plicated with  any  other  Disease  we  have  never  found  to  be  contagious. 

u  From  the  great  Number  that  have  dyed  we  are  certain  the  same 
thing  has  happen'd  in  other  Vessels;  that  is,  the  People  have  become 
Sick  since  we  visited  them,  or  that  the  Sick  have  been  Wickedly 
Concealed  from  us,  and  indeed  we  have  now  no  room  to  doubt  the 
latter,  for  we  are  informed  that  one  of  the  Ships  lay  below  on  Pre- 
tence of  being  a  Ground,  but  that  she  was  kept  back  only  to  have 
time  to  take  out  the  Sick. 

*  "  Our  Fellow  Citizens  are  under  great  Apprehensions  of  some 
infectious  disease  being  communicated  to  them  from  the  Halifax, 
and  we  are  sincerely  concerned  there  as  been  so  much  cause  for  their 
fears.  We  are,  notwithstanding,  conscious  of  having  done  our  Duty 
faithfully  in  that  affair  according  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge.  We 
used  our  utmost  Endeavours  to  inform  ourselves  of  the  Numbers 
lost  and  of  the  Nature  of  the  Diseases  of  which  they  had  dyed  on 
board  the  said  Ship,  and  after  comparing  the  condition  she  had  been 
and  was  then  in  for  ought  we  know,  with  that  of  many  others 
which  had  for  ten  Years  past  been  admitted  up  to  the  City  without 
communicating  any  contagious  Diseases  to  the  Inhabitants,  we  were 
under  no  apprehensions  of  any  particular  Injury  from  her,  and  after 
a  re-examination  of  her  and  the  People  on  Board  we  have  not  had 
any  reason  to  change  our  Opinion,  there  having  nothing  happened 
from  her  but  what  has  happened  from  the  healthiest  Ships.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  say  there  was  no  malignant  infectious  Cause  in 
this  or  any  other  of  the  Ships,  we  can  only  say  if  there  has  been 
any  such  it  has  evaded  our  most  diligent  Enquiry.  We  can  judge 
by  no  other  Rules  but  the  Histories  of  the  Previous  disorders  and 
the  present  Appearance  of  the  People,  whether  the  diseases  are  con- 
tagous  or  not,  that  is,  whether  they  may  be  communicated  from  dis- 
tempered to  sound  Bodies;  we  are  sensible  that  several  persons  who 
have  been  long  on  Board  Palatine  Ships  have  contracted  Fevers 
from  Breathing  and  imbibing  an  unwholesome  air,  this  it  does  not 
require  the  Skill  of  a  Physician  to  foresee,  nor  is  it  our  Duty  to  pre- 
vent, but  as  no  Person  on  Shore,  within  our  knowledge,  has  con- 
tracted Diseases  from  the  Palatines  themselves  (unless  where  many 
of  the  Sick  have  been  kept  together),  nor  no  person  who  was  taken 
ill  after  being  on  board  the  Ships  have  communicated  their  Fevers 
to  others,  we  hope  we  have  not  been  mistaken  in  the  nature  of 
these  diseases. 

"We  cannot  conclude  this  Representation  without  saying  that 
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our  case  is  really  hard,  since  a  Security  from  Contagious  Diseases  is 
expected  from  Us,  &  the  Legislature  has  not  made  the  necessary 
Regulations  to  prevent  malignant  Diseases  being  generated  by  these 
People  after  they  come  into  Port,  where  there  is  much  more  Danger 
of  it  than  at  Sea. 

"TffOs-  GREEME, 
"THOMAS  BOND. 
"  November  16th,  1754." 


To  Ms  Honour  the  Governor. 

"In  compliance  with  your  Directions  we  shall  with  pleasure  en- 
deavour to  give  you  an  Account  of  the  manner  by  which  the  In- 
habitants of  this  City  have  at  different  times  been  infected  with 
malignant  and  Contagious  Fevers,  and  shall  esteem  it  a  particular 
Satisfaction  if  our  observations  afford  you  any  useful  Hints  for  the 
prevention  of  these  terrible  Diseases  amongst  us  for  the  future. 

"The  Diseases  to  which  all  places  are  liable  from  Foreigners 
brought  amongst  them  in  Crowded  Vessels  are :  tirst,  Fevers  from  a 
foul  Air  which  is  common  to  these  Ships  \  Secondly,  these  Fevers 
aggravated  by  other  causes  on  board  the  Ships  or  in  House  where 
too  many  of  the  Sick  have  been  kept  together  in  small  and  close 
Rooms;  Thirdly,  Fevers  from  infectious  matter  brought  on  board 
the  Ships  from  other  places.  That  You  may  be  the  better  able  to 
/judge  of  the  means  necessary  for  the  preventing  those  Diseases,  we 
think  it  will  not  be  improper  first  to  say  something  of  their  causes, 
and  then  to  shew  by  Facts  where  the  Danger  of  infection  from  them 
lies. 

"The  Steam  of  Bilge  Water  and  the  breath  of  great  Numbers  of 
People  betwixt  the  Decks  of  a  Ship  make  the  air  moist  and  in  some 
Degree  putrid,  and  like  that  of  Marshy  and  Boggy  Places  will  pro- 
duce Fevers  on  Persons  that  are  a  long  time  in  them,  but  these 
Fevers  are  not  contagious  and  require  no  other  precaution  but  sepcrat- 
ing  the  Sick  and  keeping  them  in  places  well  air'd  and  cleaned. 

"  But  when  to  this  State  of  the  Air  any  considerable  Degree  of 
Animal  Putrefaction  is  added,  either  from  uncleaness,  Fluxes,  &°* 
or  too  great  a  Confinement  of  the  Air  itself,  it  then  produces  a 
Fever  different  in  its  Symptoms  from  the  former,  malignant  iu  its 
Nature,  and  contagious.  Military  Hospitals  afford  us  daily  Instances 
of  the  mildest  Fevers  being  by  these  causes  changed  into  malignant 
and  contagious  ones,  and  prove  how  dangerous  it  is  for  many  Sick 
Persons  to  be  kept  together  in  the  manner  we  found  the  Palatines 
in  the  two  Houses  mentioned  to  you  in  our  last  Representation. 
But  the  most  fatal  Circumstances  attending  contagious  Fevers  are 
when  Persons  infected  by  them  in  Jayls  or  other  places  (where  the 
cause  has  been  long  gaining  force)  communicate  them  to  the  Pas- 
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sengers  of  a  crowded  Ship  in  the  beginning  of  a  Summer  Voyage, 
where  from  the  Number  of  the  Sick,  heat  of  the  Weather,  and  fre- 
quent Calms,  they  Rage  with  such  Violence  and  continue  so  long 
that  every  part  of  the  Ship  imbibes  the  Poison  and  will  retain  it  for 
a  considerable  Time  after  both  goods  and  People  have  been  taken  out 
of  her.  The  Vessels  of  this  Port  that  bring  People  from  these  Places 
usually  land  them  in  a  Neighbouring  Government,  and  have  not 
been  sufficiently  suspected  of  Danger  as  We  are  persuaded  the  fol- 
lowing facts  will  convince  You : 

"  Captain  Arthur,  who  was  then  Mate  of  Captain  Davis,  told  us 
that  in  the  Year  1741  they  took  in  a  parcel  of  Convicts  from  the 
Dublin  Goal  and  other  Servants  from  the  City;  soon  after  the 
People  on  board  were  seized  with  Fevers,  which  few  escaped,  so  that 
they  were  in  great  distress  from  the  Number  of  the  Sick  during  the 
whole  Voyage.  Where  these  People  were  landed  we  did  not  en- 
quire ;  but  this  Ship  after  they  were  out  was  brought  to  Hamil- 
ton's Wharf  and  from  thence  carried  to  Thomas  Penrose's  to  be 
repaired.  Soon  after  her  coming  to  the  Wharf  seven  Persons  in  the 
Family  of  Anthony  Morris  the  elder,  and  several  in  the  House  of 
Anthony  Morris  the  younger,  were  seized  with  putrid  bilious  Fe- 
vers, and  seventeen  of  Mr.  Penrose's  Family  who  had  been  on  board 
the  Ship  were  likewise  affected  with  the  same  Fever,  and  also 
sundry  other  Persons  in  every  part  of  that  Neighbourhood  where 
the  Ballast  of  the  Ship  was  thrown.  This  Fever  afterwards  raged 
thro'  the  City  to  the  loss  of  many  of  its  valuable  Inhabitants. 

"  We  have  this  Year  had  the  same  Kind  of  Fever  amongst  Us, 
long  before  the  arrival  of  any  Palatine  Ships.  Where  it  arose  from 
we  cannot  positively  say,  but  the  following  Circumstances  make  it 
probable  it  was  owing  to  the  same  cause  as  that  of  the  Year  1741 : 
Mrs.  Elves,  who  lived  near  a  Wharf  and  kept  a  Ship  Chandler's 
Shop,  was  the  first  Person  seized  in  the  City,  and  soon  after  Mr. 
El  wards,  Mr.  Mifflin,  and  Sundry  other  Persons  in  the  Neighbour- 
hood living  about  the  Wharfs  at  or  near  the  time  of  Mrs.  Elves' 
Death.  A  relation  of  James  Calder's,  Esqr"  was  ill  of  this  Fever, 
he  had  lately  arrived  from  Bristol  in  a  Vessel  that  had  imported 
Servants  and  which  had  been  very  sickly  in  the  Voyage.  Likewise 
soon  after  two  Persons  were  under  the  same  disease  who  came  in  a 
Vessel,  of  Captain  Simpson's  that  brought  Convicts  and  Servants 
from  Dublin.  Cap1  Simpson  said  they  had  been  very  sickly  from 
the  Time  of  their  leaving  Ireland.  He  likewise  said  that  many  of 
the  Indented  Servants  on  board  were  such  Persons  as  had  been 
lately  discharged  from  the  Goals.  That  this  Matter  may  have  its 
due  weight  with  you  we  shall  give  you  the  following  Quotation 
from  Doctor  Pringle's  Account  of  the  Diseases  of  the  Army  in  the 
Year  1743  : 

"  Orders  coming  to  remove  the  Hospital  from  Germany  to  Flan- 
ders, all  the  Sick  were  embarked  in  Bilanders  and  conveyed  by 
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Water  to  Gent,  but  where  they  did  not  arrive  till  about  the  middle 
of  December.  So  that  in  this  tedious  Voyage  the  Fever  having  ac- 
quired new  Force  by  the  confinement  of  the  Air,  Mortifications,  and 
other  putrid  Effluvias,  it  was  raised  to  such  an  extraordinary  Pitch 
of  virulence  that  above  half  the  Number  died  by  the  way,  and 
several  more  soon  after  their  arrival.  The  resemblance  of  this  Fever 
to  a  true  Pestilence  was  farther  evinced  by  this  remarkable  Incident : 
A  parcel  of  Tents  were  put  on  board  the  same  bilanders  with  the 
Sick,  and  which  being  to  be  refitted  at  Gent  were  put  into  the 
Hands  of  a  Tradesman  who  employed  23  Journeymen  about  the 
Work,  but  those  unhappy  Men  were  quickly  seized  with  a  Malig- 
nant Fever  and  seventeen  of  them  died. 

"  Ever  since  the  middle  of  Summer  there  have  been  a  few  putrid 
Fevers  in  the  City,  which  we  believe  were  not  owing  to  the  Climate 
but  to  an  infection  either  brought  or  generated  amongst  us  by  For- 
eigners. The  first  of  these  did  not  certainly  come  from  the  Pala- 
tines, but  whether  they  have  added  fresh  Fewel  and  continued  them 
we  cannot  determine ;  however,  this  we  are  convinced  of  (and  which 
we  have  never  till  lately  suspected),  that  the  true  State  of  the 
Palatine  Ships  is  too  often  concealed  from  the  Physicians  who  Visit 
them  in  such  a  manner  that  it  is  impossible  to  discover  it  from  any 
thing  they  can  see  on  board. 

"  There  have  been  Diseases  of  the  game  Nature  with  these  men- 
tioned at  other  times  in  the  City,  but  we  do  not  know  any  thing 
relating  to  them  that  would  make  their  Enumeration  necessary  j 
therefore  shall  conclude  with  only  taking  the  Liberty  to  assure  you 
we  are, 

"  Sir,  Your  most  Obedient  Humble  Serv,s- 

"THOS.  GREEME, 
"  THOMAS  BOND. 
"■Decern'-  2d,  1754." 

The  Council  for  their  further  Information  sent  for  Jacob  Shoe- 
maker, the  man  who  has  the  care  of  the  Stranger's  Burying  Ground, 
and  ordered  him  to  deliver  in  upon  Oath  the  Number  of  Palatines 
buried  there,  which  he  did  as  follows : 

"  An  account  of  the  Palatines  buried  this  Year. 

"  For  Alexander  Stedman 62 

"  For  Henry  Kepelly 39 

"  For  Benjamin  Shoemaker         ....  57 

"  For  Daniel  Benezet 87 

"  For  Michael  Hillegass 8 
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"  Jacob  Shoemaker  upon  his  Affirmation  saith  the  above  Account 
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of  burials  since  the  14th  September  last  is  Exact  and  true  from  his 
Book  and  the  Ace'*  of  Coffins,  Except  those  from  Micheal  Hillegass, 
which  he  thinks  maybe  6  or  8  more  &some  to  be  Buried  this  Day, 
Novemr-  14th,  1754. 

«  JACOB  SHOEMAKER. 

"  Affirmed  before  me. 

"  CHA*  WILLING." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia  in  the  State  House,  3d  De- 
cemr->  1754. 

PEESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  Robert  Strettell,  ~)  ™ 

Joseph  Turner,  Richard  Peters,    J       ^ 

Two  Members  waited  upon  the  Governor  and  acquainted  him  that 
the  House  were  met  according  to  their  Adjournment  and  desired  to 
know  if  he  had  any  thing  to  lay  before  them,  and  he  told  them  that 
he  should  be  at  the  Council  Chamber  at  Eleven  a'Clock  this  Morn- 
ing, and  would  then  send  a  Message  to  require  their  Attendance. 

The  Secretary  in  Pursuance  of  an  Order  under  the  Hand  of  the 
Speaker  prepared  a  Writ  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Philadel- 
phia for  electing  a  New  Member  to  Serve  in  Assembly  for  that 
County  in  the  room  of  Edward  Warner,  deceased,  and  the  Governor 
Signed  it,  ordered  the  Lesser  Seal  to  be  put  to  it,  and  the  Secretary 
to  countersign  it. 

The  Governor  laid  before  the  Council  several  Letters,  which  were 
read,  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  entered,  Viz1,  :  A  Letter  from 
Sr-  Thomas  Robinson,  dated  5th  July  last;  A  Letter  from  Governor 
Dinwiddle,  dated  8th  November  last;  A  Letter  from  Governor  Sharp 
informing  him. that  the  King  had  given  him  the  Command  of  the 
Troops  to  be  raised  against  the  French,  dated  likewise  on  the  8  th 
November;  Two  Letters  from  George  Croghan — one  of  the  16th 
October  and  another  of  the  23d  November;  Two  Letters  from  Daniel 
Clause,  one  to  Mr.  Hamilton  and  another  to  Mr.  Peters,  dated  the 
29th  of  October  last;  A  Letter  from  John  Harris,  of  Paxtang,  dated 
the  29th  of  October,  giving  an  account  of  the  Half  King's  Death. 


Letter  from  ST-  Thomas  Robinson. 

"  Whitehall,  July  5th,  1754. 
"Sir: 

"  Your  Letter  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  November  last  in  Answer  to 
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the  Earl  of  Holdernesse's  of  the  twenty-eight  of  August,  having 
been  received  and  laid  before  the  King,  I  am  to  acquaint  you  that 
it  is  his  Majesty's  express  command  that  you  should  in  Obedi- 
ence thereto  not  only  Act  Vigorously  in  the  Defence  of  the  Govern- 
ment under  your  Care,  but  that  you  should  likewise  be  aiding  and 
assisting  his  Majestie's  other  American  Colonies  to  repel  any 
hostile  Attempts  made  against  them,  and  it  was  with  great  surprize 
that  the  King  observed  your  total  silence  upon  that  part  of  His 
Majesty's  Orders  which  relate  to  a  concert  with  other  Colonies^ 
which  you  must  be  sensible  is  now  become  more  essentially  neces- 
sary for  their  common  Defence,  since  the  Account  received  by  you 
from  Major  Washington  with  regard  to  the  Hostilities  committed 
by  the  French  upon  the  River  Ohio,  which  verify  in  Fact  what  was 
apprehended  when  the  Earl  of  Holdernesse  Wrote  so  fully  to  you  in 
August  last,  and  which  might  have  been  in  a  great  measure  if  not 
totally  prevented,  had  every  one  of  his  Majestie's  Governments  ex- 
exerted  themselves  according  to  those  directions,  the  observance 
whereof  I  am  now  by  the  King's  Command  to  enforce-  you  in  the 
strongest  manner.     I  am, 

"  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Serv,M 

"  THOMAS  ROBINSON, 


Letter  from   Governor  Dinwiddie. 

"  Williamsburg,  November  8tb,  1754. 
P  Sir : 

"  I  have  the  Pleasure  of  Your  Letter  of  the  12th  October  last, 
and  I  take  this  opportunity  of  congratulating  you  on  your  safe 
Arrival  at  your  Government,  and  I  sincerely  wish  You  health  and 
all  the  Blessings  due  to  a  good  Governor. 

"Our  Assembly  met  last  Month,  and  after  strong  Solicitations 
and  Arguments  they  have  voted  20,000  to  enable  me  to  conduct  the 
necessary  Expedition.  His  Majesty  was  also  graciously  pleased  to 
send  me  10,000  in  Specie,  and  appointed  Mr.  Sharp  to  Command 
in  Chief  the  combined  Forces  against  the  French  on  the  Ohio. 
He  has  been  here  and  consulted  Measures  for  the  operations, 
either  this  Winter  or  early  in  the  Spring,  which  he  will  be  Judge 
off  when  he  gets  to  the  Camp,  where  I  presume  he  will  soon  be 
there. 

"I  am  in  Consequence  of  above  Supplies  raising  of  Levies  to 
send  to  Wills'  Creek  with  all  Expedition;  but  I  must  observe,  the 
above  Supplies  will  come  far  short  in  Answering  the  End  in  driving 
the  French  from  the  Ohio,  as  I  think  not  less  than  250  Men  can 
be  employed  to  do  the  Business  Essentially.  It  gave  me  much 
surprize  to  see  in  Your  Papers  that  Your  Assembly  is  adjourned 
Vol.  vi.— 12. 
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till  the  Second  of  next  Month  without  granting  any  Assistance ;  I 
am  sorry  they  should  have  desired  it  when  the  Enemy  is  so  near 
our  Frontiers ;  and  if  supplies  were  now  granted  the  time  is  short 
enough  to  make  proper  Preparations,  even  if  the  Expedition  be  re- 
tarded to  the  Spring. 

"  Pray,  Sir,  endeavour  to  rouse  them  from  their  Lethergie,  Su- 
pineness,  to  their  Duty  to  the  best  of  Kings  and  to  their  own  Pre- 
servation j  my  Eyes  have  been  strongly  fixed  on  Your  Province  for 
a  considerable  Aid,  and  am  still  iu  Hopes  that  I  shall  not  be  dis- 
appointed. 

"  A  Colony  of  Your  Riches  and  great  Number  of  Inhabitants  to 
remain  unactive  in  so  imminent  danger  surprizes  me,  and  must  all 
well-wishers  to  these  Colonies.  Though  they  may  plead  some  re- 
ligious Tenets  for  their  Excuse,  yet  as  there  are  great  Numbers  in 
the  Province  that  are  not  of  so  unjust  and  unreasonable  Tenets  as 
to  run  the  Risque  of  loosing  their  Lives,  Liberties,  and  Properties, 
it  may  reasonably  be  expected  that  a  considerable  Force  &  an 
agreeable  supply  should  be  granted  by  your  Assembly ',  and  tho' 
they  are  late  in  doing  it,  yet  I  hope  at  least  they  will  shew  them- 
selves good  Subjects  and  attend  to  the  Law  of  Nature  Self-Pre- 
servation. 

"I  am  sorry  for  the  Death  of  the  Half  King,  but  hope  Monea- 
tootha  will  supply  his  place  well,  with  a  strong  respect  to  the  Eng- 
lish Interest.  I  have  ordered  a  considerable  present  (to  Wills' 
Creek)  for  him  and  the  Indians  that  are  with  him.  I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  the  French  will  infest  our  Frontiers  with  small  De- 
tachments from  the  Fort  on  the  Ohio.  I  have  ordered  a  Company 
of  Fifty  Men  for  their  protection,  and  have  directed  the  Lieutenants 
of  our  Frontier  Counties  to  raise  Numbers  of  the  Militia,  as  Occa- 
sion or  Intelligence  may  reach  them,  to  oppose  the  malicious  de- 
signs of  our  Enemies.  It  will  be  much  pleasure  to  me  to  keep  up 
a  strict  Correspondence  with  You,  as  it  may  tend  to  the  Service  of 
the  Crown  and  these  Colonies. 

"I  wish  You  a  happy,  easy,  and  long  Government,  and  am  with 
great  Respect, 

"Sir,  Your  most  Obedient  humble  Servant, 

"ROBERT  DINWIDDIE." 


41 


Letter  from  Governor  Sharpe. 

"Annapolis,  November  the  8th,  1754. 


ir 


"  I  have  received  the  favour  of  Your  Letter  acquainting  me  with 
Your  safe  Arrival  in  Your  Government,  upon  which  I  very  heartily 
congratulate  You,  and  most  sincerely  wish  you  much   Ease  and 
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Satisfaction  in  your  Administration.  Your  early  Declaration  that 
you  will  always  make  it  your  Business  to  promote  His  Majestie's 
Service  and  the  Interest  of  these  Colonies,  that  You  will  freely 
communicate  to  me  the  Measures  that  you  shall  esteem  likely  to 
contribute  to  that  end  is  highly  agreeable  to  me,  as  it  gives  me  an 
oppertunity  of  assuring  You  that  I  will  make  it  my  Study  to  de- 
serve your  Confidence,  and  that  Your  advice  in  any  thing  that  might 
concern  the  Public  Service  will  with  me  always  have  the  greatest 
Weight  and  Influence.  You  are,  I  presume,  no  Stranger  to  His 
Majestie's  having  been  pleased  to  honour  me  with  a  Commission  to 
take  the  Command  of  the  Forces  that  may  be  raised  for  ye  Defence 
of  these  Colonies  against  the  Encroachments  and  Invasion  of  his 
Majestie's  Enemies,  and  from  your  generous  professions  I  flatter 
myself  with  hopes  that  nothing  will  be  wanting  on  your  part  to 
enable  me  to  Execute  his  Majestie's  Commission  with  some  Reputa- 
tion, and  repel  the  Danger  that  at  this  time  threatens  us.  It  would 
be,  I  am  persuaded,  impertenant  in  me  to  insist  on  or  even  to  hint 
the  fatal  Consequences  that  must  attend  our  conniving  at  the  En. 
croachments  the  French  have  lately  made  on  his  Majestie's  Do- 
minions in  this  part  of  the  Continent,  or  suffering  them  to  remain 
Masters  of  the  Forts  which  they  have  built  on  the  Frontiers  of  that 
Province.  Of  this  you  are  extreamly  sensible,  and  I  will  not  doubt 
but  your  Assembly,  when  they  meet  again,  will  shew  a  just  regard 
to  our  Recommendation  of  the  Service  to  their  Consideration,  and 
will  manifest  their  Patriotism  by  granting  such  Supplies  as  the 
Exigency  of  Affairs  and  the  Danger  that  threatens  their  Country 
does  at  this  Time  demand;  indeed  without  large  Assistance  from 
them  and  the  Neighbouring  Colonies 'I  dispair  of  answering  in  the. 
least  his  Majestie's  Expectations  and  Royal  Intention  in  honouring 
me  with  such  a  Commission,  and  shall  be  under  the  disagreeable 
Necessity  of  excusing  my  failure  or  Inaction,  and  attribute  them  to 
I the  want  of  such  Succors  as  his  Majesty,  Iry  his  Secretary,  gives 
i me  room  to  expect  from  his  good  and  loyal  American  Subjects. 
IShou'd  my  hopes  of  your  Assembly's  Disposition  prove  well 
•ounded,  You  will  be  kind  enough  to  advise  me  by  express  thereof, 
id  acquaint  me  in  what  manner  you  judge  they  will  be  most  in- 
clined to  afford  Us  their  Assistance,  that  I  may  regulate  my  Conduct 
[or  lay  my  Plan  of  Operations  accordingly.  I  would  be  much  obliged 
Ito  you  for  endeavouring  to  get  me  Intelligence  of  the  Number  of 
Ithe  Enemy  at  Wenango  and  their  Fort  on  BuiYeloe  River,  of  the 
Situation  and  Strength  of  which  I  have  in  vain  endeavoured  to  get 
particular  description.  I  should  be  also  glad  to  learn  whether 
ihere  is  any  Road  yet  opened  from  the  back  Settlements  in  Penn- 
sylvania to  any  of  these  places,  and  whether  it  would  be  imprac- 
ticable to  convey  Provisions  thither  from  your  Province  either  iD 
Summer  or  the  Winter  Season.  I  returned  last  Sunday  from  Wil- 
liamsburg, where  I  left  the  Virginia  Assembly  .sitting;  they  had 
ranted  the  Sum  of  £20,000  for  the  Service,  and  were  proceeding 
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to  prepare  a  Bill  levying  a  Number  of  Forces  at  once  in  that  Pro- 
vince by  obliging  each  County  to  furnish  a  certain  Quota. 
"  I  am,  Sir,  with  the  greatest  Esteem, 

"  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"  HORa  SHARPE/' 


Letter  from  Mr.  CrogJian. 
"  Aughwick  Old  Town,  October  16th,  1754. 
"  Sir : 

"  Two  Days  ago  came  here  an  old  Man  of  the  Six  Nations  from 
the  French  Fort  on  the  Ohio,  and  brought  with  him  a  very  large 
Belt  of  Black  Wampum  with  a  Speech  made  on  it  by  one  of  the 
Six  Nations  who  lives  with  the  Commandent  in  the  Fort.  The 
Speech  was  to  desire  those  Indians  to  return  immediately  to  the 
Ohio  and  settle  themselves  under  their  Father's  Arm,  where  they 
might  be  shure  to  be  fed  &  Cloathed  with  great  Plenty,  and  when 
there  their  Wives  and  Children  wou'd  be  safe  from  the  Attacks  of 
any  Enemy,  as  they  have  plainty  seen  this  Summer  that  no  Enemy 
can  stand  before  their  Father  the  French. 

"The  same  Man  sent  me  the  Inclosed  String  of -Wampum  to 
desire  me  at  my  Peril  not  to  interfere  and  stop  those  Indians  from 
going  home  to  their  own  Country.  Those  Indian's  Answer  was  that 
they  never  would  return  in  Peace  with  the  French ;  but  that  they 
expected  to  live  }^et  on  the  Ohio  Lands,  which  Lands  justly  belongs 
to  them  and  their  Brethren  the  English,  and  not  to  the  French. 
By  every  Indian  that  comes  down  from  the  Ohio  we  hear  of  great 
Preparations  making  by  the  French  to  attack  the  back  Inhabitants 
in  small  Parties,  in  hopes,  I  suppose,  to  put  a  Stop  to  any  English 
Army  marching  out  this  fall,  which  I  think  they  need  not  dread. 
Colonel  Innis  has  Built  a  Fortification  at  the  Mouth  of  Wills'  Creek 
opposite  to  the  New  Store  called  Fort  Mount  Pleasant.  He  has 
invited  the  Indians  that  is  here  to  go  to  see  him  and  receive  a  Pre- 
sent from  the  Government  of  Virginia  which  he  will  deliver  them. 
They  set  off  to-Morrow,  but  leaves  their  Women  and  Children  here 
behind  till  they  return,  which  they  expect  will  be  in  ten  Bays. 

u  You  have  heard  of  the  Half  King's  Death  I  suppose,  which 
has  been  much  lamented  by  all  the  Indians ;  as  Colonal  Innis  had 
sent  for  them  I  was  obliged  to  make  a  Condolance  Speech  to  them 
and  a  present  of  Goods  to  cover  his  Grave  in  the  name  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  this  Province,  as  they  cou'd  not  see  the  Road  nor  hear 
what  the  Governor  of  Virginia  had  to  say  to  them  till  that  Cere- 
mony had  been  done. 

"I  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble  Servant, 

GEO.  CROGHAN." 


PROVINCIAL  COUNCIL.  181 


A  Letter  from  George  Croghan  to  Governor  Morris. 

"  November,  23d,  1754, 
"May  it  please  jour  Honour  : 

"  Four  Days  ago  an  Indian  Man  called  Canghenstain,  of  the  Dela- 
ware Nation,  who  has  been  gone  Six  Weeks  to  the  French  Fort  as 
a  Spy,  returned  and  brings  an  Account  that  there  was  1,100  French 
came  to  the  Fort  on  Ohio  and  70  French  Indians  called  Orun- 
dox,  and  that  there  was  more  French  at  the  head  of  Ohio  and 
300  Indians  of  the  Coniwagos  and  Outaways,  which  was  ex- 
pected every  day  when  he  left  the  Fort.  They  have  brought 
eight  more  Cannoes  with  them.  He  says  that  the  French  sent 
out  three  small  parties  of  Indians  against  the  English  Settle- 
ments before  he  left  that,  but  where  they  are  Destined  he  cou'd  not 
find  out.  He  likewise  says  that  there  is  3l)0  French  Families 
settling  at  the  Twightwee  Town  and  thereabouts,  which  is  a  fine 
Country  lying  on  this  side  the  South-West  end  of  Lake  Erie.  This 
News  he  had  from  a  Man  of  his  Nation  who  saw  them  and  had 
bought  three  Cows  from  them.  This  News  makes  the  Indians  here 
very  uneasy,  at  whose  Instance  I  am  obliged  to  trouble  your  Honour 
with  this  Express.  The  Indians  who  went  to  the  Camp  at  Virginia 
to  Treat  with  that  Government  Returned  fifteen  Days  ago  with  a 
Present  of  Goods,  and  in  10  days  ten  Men  returned  to  the  Camp 
to  stay  there  the  Winter  and  Act  as  Scouts.  Monacathotha  and 
another  Chief  sets  off  at  the  return  of  this  Express  for  the  Onon- 
dago  Country,  and  proposes  leaving  the  rest  of  the  People  here  the 
Winter,  about  One  hundred  and  eighty  in  Number,  big  and  little, 
at  the  Expence  of  the  Government.     I  am 

"  Your  honour's  most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

"GEO.  CROGHAN. 
"P.  S. — I  understand  the  reason  of  the  French  making  those 
great  preparations  this  Winter  is  from  a  report  one  of  the  Deserters 
from  the  Virginia  Regiment  took  there  this  Summer,  that  there  was 
Four  thousand  of  his  Majesty's  Troops  coming  from  England  to 
Virginia  to  act  this  fall  in  the  Expedition." 


Extract  from  a    Letter   to  the  late    Governor  from  Mr.  Daniel 
Clause  in  October,  1754. 

"To  give  your  Honour  an  Account  of  all  the  false  and  unjust 
Stories  the  French  spread  among  the  Six  Nations  about  Washing- 
ton's defeat  wou'd  take  more  than  one  Sheet.  The  only  Remedy 
for  the  English  to  convince  the  Indians  of  the  contrary  will  be  to 
shew  them  at  once  that  they  can  do  more  by  Strength  than  the 
French  with  their  idle  Stories,  but  the  sooner  the  better,  otherwise 
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the  French  will  gain  so  much  by  it  as  to  gain  all  the  Indians  in 
their  Alliance,  which  then  may  prove  a  very  hard  Task  to  get  the 
better  of  them,  particularly  as  their  is  a  confirmed  Account  of  a 
great  many  of  the  Six  Nations  being  gone  lately  to  Canada,  not- 
withstanding the  Commissioners  thought  to  have  stopped  them  from 
going,  but  they  neither  fear  nor  regard  them,  and  by  what  I  under- 
stand by  the  Interpreter  many  of  them  resolved  not  to  listen  to 
what  was  desired  or  sent  to  them  by  the  Commissioners,  but  their 
Fire  was  burning  at  Colonel  Johnson's.  The  last  Treaty  of  Peace 
they  made  with  the  French  Indians  seems  quite  odd  and  unnatural, 
as  they  used  the  Terms,  that  in  case  a  War  should  break  out  they 
would  refuse  Acting,  neither  should  they  listen  if  the  King  of 
France  would  desire  their  Assistance ;  when  they  came  to  the 
Mohawks  they  had  their  Joke  about  it  and  called  them  Fools;  by 
what  I  understand  their  real  Scheme  was  to  draw  the  Mohawks 
with  them,  and  actually  prevailed  upon  several  Families  to  go 
along. 

"  A  true  Copy. 

f  RICHARD  PETERS. 

"  Mr.  Clause  lives  with  Hendrick,  the  Mohawk  Chief,  at  the  upper 
Mohock  Castle." 


A  Letter  from  Mr.  Daniel  Clause  to  Mr.  Peters. 

"Canajoharee  Castle,  8ber-  29th'  1754. 
u  Honoured  Sir : — 

"You'll  have  doubtless  received  my  Letter  from  September  last 
by  an  opportunity  going  to  York.  I  wou'd  make  it  my  Incum- 
brance to  acquaint  your  Honour  of  my  living  now  with  Henry 
the  Sachem  of  this  Castle.  I  translated  your  Letter  to  him  and  he 
promised  to  fulfill  what  layd  in  his  Power,  &  thanks  you  for  the 
Confidence  you  put  in  him,  and  will  send  you  an  Answer  by  the 
next  opportunity  with  all  the  News  and  other  Affairs  which  hap- 
pened this  good  while  past. 

11 1  can't  give  your  Honour  any  extraordinary  News  except  what 
I  heard  by  the  way  of  Oswego,  that  there  was  about  one  hundred 
of  the  Six  Nations  gone  to  Canada.  They  told  the  People  that 
asked  them  about  their  going  that  it  was  of  no  bad  Consequence 
and  they  need  not  be  afeard  of  any  thing,  they  wou'd  take  care  of 
themselves;  by  what  People  can  conceive  it  is  more  out  of  fear  as 
the  French  go  on  in  such  active  &  Rash  a  manner,  they  say  there 
never  was  the  like  seen  how  quick  the  said  Nations  turned  after 
Col.  Washington's  defeat;  it  is  even  since  confirmed  by  different 
Accounts  that  there  was  but  two  French  Men  and  one  Indian  killed 
in  the  said  Action,  and  that  the  English  had  been  most  all  drunk. 
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"The  20th  Instant  arrived  here  two  Indians  from  Ohio  which 
brought  a  Letter  from  Cayenquireko'a  in  the  Name  of  the  half 
King  and  SJkar'onyada  to  Hendrick,  wherein  he  Speaks  to  the  Six 
Nations  and  says  that  the  News  came  among  'em  that  the  French 
King  called  all  his  Indians  together,  and  was  agoing  out  with  a  great 
Party  in  order  to  encounter  the  English  who  wou'd  not  listen  to  his 
Proposals,  but  was  going  to  do  Mischief,  he  therefore  wou'd  meet 
them  at  the  Mountains;  that  there  was  400  Indians  as  Caghnawas, 
Orendax  and  River  Indians  or  Akotsaganes,  with  him. 

"  He  tells  us  in  the  Letter  that  the  Six  Nations  shou'd  not  make 
one  Day's  delay  to  rise  for  their  Assistance,  and  gives  an  Account  of 
their  Brethren  now  in  Alliance  with  them,  who  was  the  Twightwees, 
Kosagas,  Chickasas,  Cherokees,  Catawbas,  Tshiyayktagh,  and  Wean- 
nat,  which  he  says  was  all  in  the  English  Interest,  and  were  they 
to  meet  in  a  Body  about  January  at  Tiyonderago  he  reflects  to  the 
Six  Nations  what  strong  an  Arm  they  wou'd  have  against  the  French 
in  case  the  Eastern  Indians  wou'd  Joyn  as  well  as  the  Western,  and 
concludes  with  encouraging  the  Six  Nations  not  to  neglect  their 
Lives,  and  adds  that  the  Half  King  alias  Tohanaghrieshoe,  Skaroe- 
yade,  and  him  Cayenquirekoa,  wou'd  live  and  die  with  the  English. 

"  Henry  sent  the  News  imediately  among  the  Six  Nations.  I  dare 
say  if  the  Said  Nations  were  properly  managed  so  that  they  might  be 
acquainted  of  the  Forces  the  English  have,  and  assured  of  being 
assisted  by  them  in  case  of  need,  such  delusions  of  the  French  wou'd 
never  take  place. 

"  I  remember  to  have  read  in  one  of  Coll.  Johnson's  Journals 
among  the  Six  Nations  last  War,  when  he  had  an  Account  of  the 
said  Nations  being  ready  to  go  to  Canada,  where  he  told  them  by  a 
large  Belt  that  they  might  be  assured  of  his  Assistance  with  a  suffi- 
cient Party  of  Men  in  case  of  Need ;  at  the  same  time  he  expected 
and  desired  by  that  Belt  that  none  of  them  should  pretend  to  go  to 
Canada,  and  that  any  one  that  would  trangress  his  desire  he  must- 
look  at  as  an  Enemy,  and  by  the  first  Opportunity  would  reward  him 
as  an  Enemy  deserv'd ;  whereupon,  after  a  long  and  serious  Con- 
sultation they  agreed  to  his  Desire,  and  none  of  them  were  heard 
of  to  have  been  there,  &<*• 

"  I  have  not  since  my  last  heard  any  thing  about  *  *  Lydius'a 
Purchase  except  that  the  Oneidas  have  *  *  *  also;  I  suppose  Henry 
will  mention  something  in  his  Letter  when  he  writes.  1  am  in  the 
meanwhile  with  due  Respect, 

"  Honoured  Sir,  Your  very  humble  Servt-> 

"DAN.  CLAUS." 
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A  Letter  from  John  Harris  to  Mr  Peters, 

"Philada.,  October  29th,  1754. 
«  Sir  > 

"  On  the  first  of  this  Instant  Monacatootha  and  Several  Others, 
the  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations,  came  to  my  house  and  brought  the 
half  King  and  his  Family  along  with  them,  who  were  in  General  in 
■a  very  low  Condition,  particularly  himself,  who  died  in  a  few  days, 
after  which  I  asked  Monacatootha  and  others  where  they  chused  to 
bury  him  and  in  what  Manner,  or  if  they  wanted  any  thing  Neces- 
sary for  his  funeral ;  their  Answer  was  that  they  looked  upon  him 
to  be  like  one  of  our  Selves,  and  as  he  died  among  us  we  might 
bury  him  as  we  thought  proper;  that  if  he  was  buried  well  it  would 
be  very  good,  which  I  did  much  to  their  Satisfaction.  Immediately 
after  Monacatootha  and  the  Chiefs  Set  of  for  Aughquick,  leaving 
the  half  King's  family  and  Relations  Under  my  Care  (saying  that  in 
some  short  time  there  should  some  horses  and  Indians  come  down 
for  them,  wch'  they  have  not  yet  done,  and  I  have  been  at  Expences 
for  their  Provissions  and  his  Funeral ;  my  Account  I  shall  send 
down,  which  I  hope  you'll  be  pleas'd  to  lay  before  the  Assembly. 
I  shall  continue  to  give  his  Family  necessary  Provissions  till  they 
Remove,  &  I  should  be  satisfied  how  soon  that  might  be),  I  con- 
clude, Sir,  your  Most  obedient  k  most  Humble  Serv'"' 

"  JOHN  HARRIS." 

Then  the  Governour  offer'd  to  the  Council  for  their  Judgment  a 
Draught  that  he  had  prepared  of  a  Speech  to  the  Assembly,  which 
being  read,  and  after  some  Alterations  approved,  a  Message  was 
sent  to  the  House  by  the  Secretary  ordering  their  Attendance  in  the 
Council  Chamber j  and  on  the  Speaker's  coming  with  the  House  the 
•Governor  delivered  the  Speech  in  these  Words: 

'"  Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  r 

"  As  you  are  now  met  for  the  Dispatch  of  Business  I  thir:k  it 
•my  Duty  to  remind  you  of  what  I  said  at  the  Opening  of  the  last 
Sitting,  and  to  l.iy  before  you  a  Letter  I  have  since  received  from 
Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  one  of  his  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of 
'State,  signifying  to  me  'His  Majesty's  express  Commands  that  I 
should  not  only  act  vigorously  in  Defence  of  the  Government  under 
"my  Care,  but  that  I  should  likewise  be  aiding  and  assisting  his 
Majesty's  other  Colonies  to  repel  any  hostile  Attempts  made  against 
them.' 

"  At  the  Time  of  writing  that  Letter,  on  the  Fifth  of  July  last, 
His  Majesty  and  His  Ministers  were  only  informed  that  the  French 
liad  drove  some  of  the  Virginia  Troops  from  a  Place  on  Ohio  at  the 
Mouth  of  Mohongialo  and  were  erecting  a  Fort  there  j  and  you  will 
observe  they  think  those  Advantages  gained  by  the  French  'might 
have  been  in  a  great  Measure  if  not  totally  prevented  if  every  one 
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of  His  Majesty's  Governments  had  exerted  themselves  according  to 
the  Directions  in  the  Earl  of  Holderness'  Letter  of  the  Twenty- 
eighth  of  August/ 

"  You  are  sensible  that  many  Things  have  happened  since  the 
Retreat  from  the  Forks  of  Mohongialo  that  have  put  our  Affairs 
upon  the  Frontiers  in  a  very  bad  Situation,  much  worse  than  His 
Majesty  and  His  Ministers  have  any  Knowledge  of,  or  than  they 
can  possibly  imagine,  as  they  are  well  informed  of  the  flourishing 
State  of  these  Colonies,  of  the  Numbers  of  Men  they  are  capable 
of  raising,  and  had  great  Reason  to  expect  that  in  a  Matter  in  which 
the  Interest  and  Safety  of  the  Colonies  were  so  nearly  concerned 
they  would  have  exerted  themselves  with  uncommon  Vigor. 

"  From  the  Letters  and  Intelligence  I  have  ordered  to  be  laid  be ' 
fore  you  it  will  appear  that  the  French  have  now  at  their  Fort  at 
Mohongialo  above  a  Thousand  regular  Troops  besides  Indians ;  that 
they  are  well  supply'd  with  Provisions,  and  that  they,  have  lately 
receiv'd  an  additional  Number  of  Cannon ;  that  their  Upper  Forts 
are  also  well  garrisoned  and  provided,  and  that  they  are  making  a 
Settlement  of  Three  Hundred  Families  in  the  Country  of  the 
Twightwees  at  the  South-West  End  of  the  Lake  Erie. 

"  From  those  Papers  you  will  likewise  be  informed  of  the  Use 
they  have  made  of  their  last  Year's  Success  among  the  Indians  of 
the  Six  Nations — having  prevailed  with  many  of  them  to  remove 
to  Canada,  who  will  either  be  neuter  in  the  present  Dispute  or  take 
up  Arms  against  us;  while  such  few  of  the  Indians  as  still  retain 
their  Attachment  to  the  English  dare  not  be  active  for  us  till  they 
soe  a  Force  in  the  Field  superior  to  that  of  the  French,  and  if  that 
be  not  soon  they  will  certainly  give  up  our  Cause  and  embrace  the 
tempting  Offers  made  them  by  the  French. 

"  Gentlemen :  it  is  now  several  Years  since  the  French  under- 
took this  Expedition,  and  we  have  long  had  full  Intelligence  of  their 
Designs  and  of  the  Steps  they  have  taken  to  carry  them  into  Ex- 
ecution. Their  Progress  indeed  has  been  very  surprising,  owing 
chiefly  to  the  inactivity  of  the  English  Colonies,  who  I  am  sorry  to 
say  have  looked  with  two  much  Indifference  upon  an  Affair  that 
must  end  in  their  Ruin  if  not  timely  prevented. 

"  When  you  have  maturely  considered  the  Conduct  of  the  French 
upon  the  present  Occasion,  and  observed  the  Steadiness  with  which 
they  have  pursued  a  well-laid  Plan,  you  cannot  doubt  but  very  con- 
siderable Men  have  been  concerned  in  the  Formation  of  this 
Scheme,  and  that  proper  persons  are  employ'd  in  the  Exeoution  of 
it;  and  as  the  circumstances  of  these  Colonies  are  by  no  Meaus  un- 
known to  the  French,  they  are  doubtless  prepared  to  make  a  vigorous 
Defence,  and  will  not  easily  give  up  what  they  have  taken  so  much 
Pains  and  been  at  such  Expence  to  gain,  but  rather  will  be  induced 
to  attack  us,  knowing  our  weak  and  defenceless  State,  and  that  we 
are  as  it  were  an  upen  door  for  the  Conquest  of  the  rest  of  the 
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Provinces.  We  must,  therefore,  resolve  to  act  with  Vigour  or  not 
at  all ,  for  in  my  Opinion  we  had  better  not  attempt  than  he 
defeated. 

"  These  Incroachments  of  the  French  upon  the  Territories  of  the 
Crown  of  Britain  in  America  have  turned  the  Eyes  of  Europe  to 
this  Quarter  of  the  World,  as  it  is  uncertain  what  Effects  they  may 
produce;  the  Conduct,  therefore,  of  these  Colonies  will  be  more 
than  ever  the  Object  of  their  attention,  and  ours  in  particular,  who 
are  most  immediately  concerned ;  for  whether  the  French  Forts  are 
within  the  particular  Limits  of  this  Province  or  not  I  look  upon 
to  be  very  immaterial  in  the  present  Case,  though  in  my  Opinion 
they  are  elearly  so ;  but  be  that  as  it  may,  our  Situation  at  present 
is  certainly  very  alarming.  The  French  on  our  Borders  are  numer- 
ous, strongly  fortified,  well  provided,  and  daily  encreasing.  The 
small  Body  of  English  Troops  on  the  Frontiers  weaken'd  by  the 
Desertion  from  the  Independent  Companies,  and  the  want  of  Dis- 
cipline in  the  New  Levies.  The  six  Nations  of  Indians  formerly 
our  firm  Friends,  divided  among  themselves,  many  of  them  gone 
over  to  the  French,  and  others  wavering  and  in  Doubt  whether  to 
follow  their  Brethren  or  continue  with  us.  The  neighbouring 
Provinces  (except  Virginia)  though  nearly  Interested  in  the  Issue  of 
the  present  Affair,  either  contributing  nothing  towards  the  common 
Cause  or  sparingly;  and  though  Virginia  has  indeed  given  Thirty 
Thousand  Pounds,  yet  it  will  avail  but  little  unless  a  considerable 
Body  of  Troops  be  sent  from  this  Province  and  kept  up  till  the 
Work  is  done. 

"  Permit  me,  therefore,  Gentlemen  to  press  this  Matter  upon  you; 
exert  yourselves  upon  the  present  Occasion ;  dissipate  the  Cloud 
that  hangs  over  your  Country  and  Save  her  from  the  threatned 
Destruction.  His  Majesty  ever  anxious  for  the  welfare  of  all  his 
Subjects  excites  and  command  Us;  The  Eyes  of  a  British  Parlia- 
ment, of  the  People  of  our  Mother  Country,  of  the  other  American 
Colonies,  and  even  of  all  Europe  are  upon  Us;  And  the  Fate  of 
this  Country,  the  Happiness  or  Misery  of  Your  Posterity,  very 
much  depend  on  your  liesolutions. 

"  I  cannot,  therefore,  admit  myself  to  doubt  but  you  will  enter 
Seriously  upon  the  Consideration  of  this  important  Affair,  and  by 
enabling  me  to  carry  the  King's  Commands  into  full  Execution 
convince  His  Majesty  of  your  Readiness  to  pay  Obedience  to  his 
Royal  Orders,  Set  a  Seasonable  and  noble  Example  to  the  other 
Colonies,  and  shew  your  Constituents  that  You  have  nothing  more 
at  Heart  than  to  secure  to  them  and  their  Posterity  the  Continuance 
of  the  many  invaluable  Blessings  they  enjoy. 

"ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 

«  December  3,  1754." 

Mr.  Weiser  reminded  the  Grovernour  of  what  passed  at  Augh- 
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wick  between  him  and  the  Indians  in  September  last,  and  his  Jour- 
nal being  called  for  and  read,  the  Governour  after  consulting  with 
Mr.  Weiser  drew  up  the  following  Message  to  be  sent  them  by  the 
first  Opportunity : 

"The   Honourable   ROBERT  HUNTER   MORRIS,    Esquire, 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Province 
of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Counties  of  Newcastle,  Kent,  and  Sus- 
sex, upon  Delaware, 
lt  To  the  Delaware  Indians  living  on  the  River  Ohio  and  the  Sns- 

quehannah : 
"  Bretheren : 

"Be  pleased  to  hear  what  I  am  going  to  say  to  you. 
"  Bretheren  : 

"  Immediately  after  my  Arrival  to  this  Government  of  Penn- 
sylvania, which  is  committed  to  my  Care  by  your  Bretheren  the 
Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania,  the  then  Governour,  that  is  Mr. 
Hamilton,  gave  me  all  the  Papers  relating  to  Indian  Affairs  in  order 
that  I  might  deliberate  upon  them.  I  found  among  them  a  Speech 
you  made  at  Aughwick  to  Conrad  Weiser  the  Provincial  Interpreter 
to  the  Six  United  Nations,  at  which  I  am  exceedingly  well  pleased 
and  have  laid  it  before  the  Old  and  Wise  People  of  Pennsylvania 
now  met  in  Council.  We  are  very  glad  that  you  so  well  remember 
the  Arrival  of  that  great  Man  William  Penn  and  his  People  the 
first  Settlers  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  you  are  desirous  the  Treaty 
of  Friendship  then  made  between  our  Forefathers  on  both  Sides 
should  last  from  Generation  to  Generation  as  long  as  the  World 
should  stand.  You  judge  right  to  say  that  we  are  one  Flesh  and 
Blood  with  you.  We  thank  you  for  your  Good  Will  and  Kindness, 
and  we  do  on  our  Side  renew  the  Said  Treaty  made  between  our 
Forefathers/' 

Here  a  Belt  of  Wampum  to  be  given. 
"  Bretheren  : 

"  Notwithstanding  you  now  live  at  a  great  distance  from  us  we 
look  upon  you  to  be  one  People  with  us,  and  that  you  sprung  up  out 
of  the  same  Spot  of  Earth  where  some  of  us  did,  and  now  live 
upon  it.  We  look  upon  the  Place  you  now  live  on  as  a  place  of 
Sport  and  good  Hunting;  this  never  makes  any  Odds  between 
Bretheren.  You  are  within  Call,  and  we  desire  that  a  good  Cor- 
respondence may  be  kept  between  us  and  you  from  time  to  time, 
especially  in  time  of  Danger.  Consider  always  that  here  is  your 
Home,  and  here  your  Council  Fire  has  been  burning  for  many 
Years." 

Here  give  the  largest  Belt. 
**  Bretheren  : 

"  We  desire  that  you  will  not  listen  to  any  thing  contrary  to  what 
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has  been  said  to  you  now.  You  know  how  many  false  Stories  are 
told.  We,  on  our  side,  take  no  more  Notice  of  them  than  of  the 
Noise  of  little  Birds  singing  in  the  Woods. " 

Here  give  a  String  of  Wampum. 
"Bretheren  : 

"  We  are  glad  to  hear  that  there  subsists  such  a  good  Under- 
standing between  you  and  your  Bretheren  the  Shawonese,  a  People 
that  we  love.  Be  pleased  to  give  them  this  Belt  of  Wampum,  and 
thank  them  on  our  Behalf  for  the  kind  Speech  (or  Answer  to  our 
former  Request)  made  at  Aughwick  in  your  Presence  to  this  Gov- 
ernment and  delivered  to  Conrad  YVeiser." 

Here  a  large  Belt  of  Wampum. 

"  ll.  s.]  ROBT-  H.  MORRIS." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Tuesday  the  17th  December, 
1754. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire  Lieu- 
tenant Governour. 

John  Penn,  Robert  Strettle,  ") 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  William  Logan,   >  Esquires. 

Richard  Peters,  ) 

The  Governour  inform'd  the  Board  that  on  the  4th  Instant  he 
recciv'd  two  Letters  from  Mr.  Croghan  by  Express  to  acquaint  him 
"  that  the  Indians  under  his  Care  had  held  a  Council,  in  which  it 
was  agreed  that  Scaroyady  and  two  of  the  Sachems  should  imme- 
diately go  to  Onondago  to  lay  before  the  Council  the  State  of  their 
Affairs,  and  to  take  their  Advice  as  to  the  Part  they  should  act  on 
this  seizure  that  the  French  had  made  of  the  Ohio,  and  that  all  the 
Indians  should  stay  at  Aughwick  till  their  Return,  and  they  desired 
this  might  be  made  known  to  the  Governour  of  Pennsylvania  that 
he  might  be  pleased  to  make  provision  for  their  Subsistence.  They 
desir'd  likewise  to  know  if  he  would  send  any  Message  by  Scaroo- 
yady  to  the  Six  Nations. " 

The  Letters  were  laid  before  the  Assembly,  accompanied  with 
this  Message : 
"  Gentlemen : 

"  I  have  ordered  two  Letters  which  I  received  by  Express  from 
Mr.  George  Croghan,  the  Person  entrusted  with  the  Care  of  the 
Indians  at  Aughwick,  to  be  laid  before  you,  by  which  you  will  be 
informed  of  the  Proposals  made  by  the  French  to  the  Indians  that 
removed  from  the  Ohio,  and  of  their  Answer. 

"  These  People  have  been  hitherto  maintained  by  this  Province, 
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and  I  believe  you  will  be  of  opinion  that  it  is  necessary  to  continue 
this  Support  at  least  till  next  Spring;  and  as  some  of  the  Chiefs 
are  to  set  out  for  the  great  Council  at  Onondago  upon  the  Return 
of  this  Express  it  may  determine  the  Resolution  of  that  Council  in 
Favour  of  the  English  if  I  am  enabled  to  assure  these  Chiefs  be- 
fore their  Departure  that  this  Government  will  continue  to  maintain 
such  of  their  People  as  they  leave  behind  them,  and  will  take 
Measures  to  secure  them  against  any  sudden  Attack.  As  those 
People  have  always  been  very  firmly  attached  to  the  English  Interest, 
and  by  their  Answer  to  the  French  Message  seem  to  give  up  all 
Thoughts  of  returning  to  Ohio  while  it  remains  in  their  Hands,  I 
must  recommend  it  to  you  to  make  provision  for  their  Maintenance, 
and  for  setting  up  some  Stoccadoes  round  the  place  they  fix  upon 
for  their  Winter  Residence. 

"  I  have  detained  the  Express  till  I  could  know  your  Resolutions, 
and  therefore  hope  you  will  give  this  Affair  the  necessary  Dispatch. 

"  That  part  of  Mr.  Croghan's  Letters  relating  to  himself  will,  I 
make  no  doubt,  be  duly  considered,  and  his  Services  rewarded  in 
such  Manner  as  to  give  him  perfect  Satisfaction. 

"  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 
"December  4,  1754." 

And  in  Answer  thereto  he  had  on  the  6th  Ins*-  received  the  fol- 
lowing Message  from  the  Assembly  : 
ft  May  it  please  the  Governor  : 

"  We  have  considered  the  Letters  and  Accounts  laid  before  us  by 
the  Governor  relating  to  the  Indians  now  at  Aughwick,  and  are 
well  satisfied  with  their  Steadiness  in  our  Interest,  and  the  Answer 
they  have  given  to  the  Proposals  of  the  French  to  induce  them  to 
return  to  the  Ohio. 

"We  are  confidant  the  Treatment  of  our  Indian  Allies  have 
always  received  from  this  Province  has  great  Weight  with  them, 
and  that  we  have  a  large  Share  in  their  Affections,  which  we  are 
willing  to  preserve  by  continuing  to  treat  them  with  Justice,  Hu- 
manity, and  Tenderness.  We  therefore,  notwithstanding  the  heavy 
Charge  the  Province  has  been  at  and  is  like  to  be  continued  upon 
us,  have  unanimously  resolved  to  defray  such  reasonable  Charges 
as  may  accrue  on  the  Support  of  those  Indians  till  our  next  Meet- 
ing. As  we  apprehend  the  Governor  will  agree  with  us  in  the 
Necessity  of  regulating  that  Expence  with  all  possible  Oeconomy, 
and  as  George  Oroghan  (whose  Accounts  we  have  allowed)  seems 
resolved  to  remove  from  Aughquiek,  and  the  Indians  by  that 
Means  will  be  left  without  any  proper  Person  to  take  the  necessary 
Care  of  providing  for  their  Subsistence,  we  recommend  it  to  the 
Governor's  Consideration  whether  it  might  not  be  more  convenient 
for  the  Indians  themselves,  and  less  Expence  to  the  Province,  if 
they  were  invited  to  come  nearer  our  Back  Inhabitants,  till   by 
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Hunting  or  otherwise  they  may  be  able  to  subsist  themselves  with 
Safety. 

"ISAAC  NORRIS,  Speaker. 
"  December  6th,  1754. " 

The  Governour  further  said  that  he  had  sent  to  Mr.  Croghan  the 
said  Message,  with  a  Letter  desiring  him  to  acquaint  the  Indians 
that  he  would  take  Care  of  them  and  make  suitable  Provision  for 
them,  but  recommended  it  to  them  to  Hunt  and  do  something  for 
themselves,  and  to  consult  whether  it  would  not  be  as  convenient 
for  them  to  come  and  reside  at  some  place  nearer  the  Inhabitants, 
as  it  would  make  their  Maintenance  less  chargeable.  He  likewise 
sent  a  Message  to  the  Six  Nations  to  go  by  Scarroyady,  and  a  large 
Quantity  of  Wauipum  to  be  employ'd  as  he  should  judge  it  most 
for  the  Service  of  the  English,  &  the  Sum  of  £100  for  Cloathee 
for  the  Women  principally,  and  the  Children,  with  a  particular 
Speech  to  them  on  the  Occasion. 

The  Governor  further  informed  the  Council  that  on  the  ninth 
Instant  he  received  an  Answer  from  the  Indians  to  his  Message 
notifying  his  Arrival,  &C1''  wherein  they  Express  much  Satisfaction 
and  return  him  their  Thanks,  and  promise  to  be  directed  by  him  in 
every  thing  that  may  contribute  to  keep  up  a  good  understanding 
between  the  Governour  and  them,  and  desire  their  Complements 
and  Thanks  may  be  given  to  the  late  Governour  Hamilton  for  the 
Care  he  took  of  them  during  his  Administration. 

The  Governour  further  informed  the  Council  that  on  the  12th 
Instant  he  sent  to  the  House  a  Message  recommending  it  to  therm 
to  revise  the  Laws  relating  to  sickly  Vessels  &  Passengers,  and  to 
make  other  more  effectual  Provision  to  prevent  the  spreading  of 
infectious  Disorders,  which  was  read  : 
"  Gentlemen — 

"  A  Contagious  Distemper  was  this  Summer  introduced  into  this 
City  by  the  coming  up  of  sickly  Vessels  and  landing  distemper'd  Per- 
sons and  their  infected  Goods,  and  tho'  every  Thing  the  Government 
could  legally  do  was  done  to  prevent  its  introduction  or  Spreading, 
yet  the  Measures  taken  did  not  prove  effectual.  The  Disorder,  I 
am  informed,  was  chiefly  confined  to  the  Germans  and  those  who 
were  obliged  to  be  much  with  them,  and  is  now  abated. 

"  But  Distempers  of  that  kind  may  hereafter  be  more  universal 
and  more  fatal,  I  therefore  think  this  Matter  worthy  your  Consider- 
ation, and  recommend  it  to  you  to  revise  the  Laws  now  in  being 
relating  to  sickly  Vessels  and  Passengers,  and  to  make  Provision 
for  preventing  the  ill  Effects  that  may  arise  from  such  for  the 
Future,  and  also  more  effectually  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  any 
infectious  Disorder  that  may  be  introduced  into  this  City  and 
Province. 

"ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 

"  December  12,  1751." 
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And  the  same  Day  he  received  the  Assembly's  Answer  to  his 
Speech,  which  was  also  read  : 

11  May  it  please  the  Governor — 

"  We  have  deliberately  considered  the  Governor's  Speech  of  the 
third  Instant,  with  the  Letter  from  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  one  of 
his  Majestic' s  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  and  the  other  Letters 
and  Papers  he  has  been  pleased  to  lay  before  us,  And  as  we  account 
it  our  indispensible  Duty  to  do  every  thing  in  our  Power  to  com- 
ply with  his  Majesty's  Royal  Orders,  or  that  they  may  contribute 
to  the  Welfare  of  the  People  we  represent,  we  have  chearfully  and 
almost  unanimously  resolved  to  grant  Twenty  Thousand  Pounds  for 
the  King's  Use,  for  the  Raising  and  Sinking  of  which  Sum  we  have 
prepared  a  Bill,  which  will  be  laid  before  the  Governor  for  his  con- 
currence with  all  possible  Dispatch. 

"  Tho'  we  hope  the  Numbers  of  the  French  and  their  Indian 
A.llies  mention'd  in  George  Croghan's  Letters  are  full  large,  yet 
the  uncommon  Efforts  they  have  made  towards  obtaining  a  Posses- 
sion on  that  Part  of  his  Majesty's  Dominions  are  truly  alarming 
and  Dangerous  to  the  British  Interest  in  North  America;  And  we 
have  good  Reason  to  believe  the  Sums  granted  the  King  by  our 
late  Assembly,  had  the  then  Governor  been  pleased  to  pass  the 
Bills  oifered  to  him  for  that  Purpose,  '  might  in  a  great  Measure  if 
not  totally  have  prevented  the  bad  Situation  of  our  Affairs  at  present/ 
and  have  placed  our  Duty  to  the  best  of  Kings,  as  we  desire  it 
always  should  appear  among  his  most  loving  and  loyal  Subjects ; 
and  for  this  Reason  it  is  with  Concern  we  find  by  the  above-men- 
tioned Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  '  That  it  was  with  great 
Surprize  the  King  had  observ'd  in  our  late  Governor's  Answer  to 
the  Earl  of  Holderness  he  had  been  totally  silent  on  that  Part  of  his 
Majesty's  Orders  which  relate  to  a  Concert  with  the  other  Colonies.' 
But  as  we  have  great  Confidence  in  our  Governour  that  he  will  at 
all  Times  afford  us  all  good  Offices  and  Protection,  and  will  be 
pleased  to  represent  us  and  our  Affairs  in  a  favourable  Light,  as  we 
hope  he  may  do  with  great  Justice,  So  on  our  Part  we  shall  not  fail 
to  contribute  every  Thing  in  our  Power  to  answer  all  reasonable 
Expectations  from  so  you  )g  a  Colony,  so  far  as  it  is  consistent  with 
our  Civil  and  Religious  Liberties,  beyond  which,  under  so  good  a 
King,  we  are  well  assured  nothing  further  will  be  ask'd  or  expected 
from  us.  And  in  lieu  of  the  Governor's  Justice  and  Protection,  it 
will  give  us  particular  Pleasure  to  make  his  Administration  in  this 
Province  easy  to  himself  and  honourable  to  all. 

« ISAAC  NORRIS,  Speaker." 

A  Bill  Entituled  «« An  Act  for  striking  the  Sum  of  Forty  Thou- 
sand Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  and  for  granting  Twenty  Thousand 
Pounds  thereof  to  the  King's  Use,  and  to  provide  a  Fund  for  sink- 
ing the  same  and  for  applying  the  Remainder   to  the  Exchange  of 
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ragged  and  torn  Bills  now  current  in  this  Province,"  which  had 
been  presented  to  the  Governor  on  the  13  th  Instant  by  two  Mem- 
bers, was  read. 

The  Lords  Justices  additional  Instructions  to  Governor  Thomas 
of  the  21st  August,  1740,  were  likewise  read. 

And  then  the  Governor  produced  the  Attorney  General's  Opinion, 
which  Mr.  Hamilton  had  procured  and  was  kind  enough  to  give 
him,  which  was  likewise  read,  and  as  his  Opinion  was  that  it  was 
by  no  Means  safe  or  adviseable  or  consistent  with  Mr.  Hamilton's 
Duty  to  pass  it  without  a  suspending  Clause,  and  as  the  Council 
had  always  been  of  Opinion  that  no  Paper  Money  Bill  ought  to  re- 
ceive the  Governor's  Assent  without  a  suspending  Clause,  and  had 
duly  and  frequently  considered  the  Judgment  on  both  sides,  they 
advised  the  Governor  to  Amend  it  with  a  Suspending  Clause,  which 
was  done  and  sent  to  the  House  with  this  Message : 
"  Gentlemen — 

"  I  have  taken  your  Bill  into  Consideration,  which  among  other 
Things  proposes  the  Emitting  of  Twenty  Thousand  Pounds  for  the 
King's  Use  in  Paper  Bills  to  be  current  for  Twelve  Years,  to  which 
I  cannot  by  any  Means  agree,  as  I  am  forbid  by  a  Royal  Instruc- 
tion to  pass  any  Law  for  creating  Money  in  Paper  Bills  without  a 
suspending  Clause  that  it  shall  not  take  Effect  till  his  Majesty's 
Pleasure  be  known;  And  to  shew  you,  Gentlemen,  that  I  do  not  en- 
tirely rely  upon  my  own  Judgment  as  to  the  Validity  of  that  In- 
struction, I  herewith  send  you  the  Opinion  of  Sir  Dudley  Byder, 
the  late  Attorney  General  and  present  Chief  Justice  of  England, 
by  which  you  may  see  that  upon  as  favourable  a  State  of  the  Case 
as  could  have  been  drawn  up  by  your  own  House  he  is  clearly  of 
Opinion  that  the  Instruction  is  most  certainly  in  Force  and  binding 
upon  me )  however,  as  the  Act  of  Parliament  restraining  the  four 
Eastern  Governments  from  Emitting  Paper  Currency  gives  them  a 
Power  to  strike  Bills  of  Credit  in  case  of  Emergency,  I  hope  I 
shall  be  justified  in  thinking  the  Reason  holds  good  as  to  Us  who 
are  in  the  greatest  Danger,  being  already  invaded  by  the  French 
and  in  immediate  Expectation  of  Outrage  from  the  Indians  in  their 
Alliance.  I  will,  therefore,  join  with  you  in  any  Bill  for  what  Sum 
you  shall  think  our  pressing  Occasions  demand,  provided  a  Fund  be 
established  for  sinking  the  same  in  Five  Years. 

"  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  the  House  for  their  kind  Sentiments 
with  Regard  to  me,  and  shall  make  it  my  peculiar  Care  so  to  act  as 
to  merit  the  Continuance  of  their  good  Opinion,  and  can  truly  say 
it  is  no  small  Mortification  to  me  to  be  obliged  to  differ  in  Opinion 
from  the  Representatives  of  the  Province,  who  I  am  convinced  Act 
from  upright  Motives  and  what  they  esteem  to  be  its  true  Interest, 
but  would  willingly  hope  when  they  come  to  reflect  on  the  Obliga- 
tions I  am  under  to  pay  Obedience  to  his  Majesty's  Instructions 
that  they  will  not  press  me  to  disobey  them,  especially  when  they 
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consider  that  should  I  disregard  my  own  Honour  and  Safety  in  pass- 
ing a  Bill  circumstanced  as  this  is  there  is  great  Danger  of  its  being 
disapproved  by  his  Majesty,  and  what  Loss  and  Confusion  such  an 
Event  would  cause  in  the  Province  by  the  Paper  Bills  becoming  of 
no  Value  I  need  not  particularly  mention. 

"  You  will  observe  from  Governor  Sharpe's  Letter,  which  I  yes- 
terday received  and  now  lay  before  you,  that  the  French  and  In- 
dians upon  the  Ohio  are  much  more  numerous  than  we  apprehended, 
making  in  the  whole  Two  Thousand  Men  besides  what  they  have 
already  on  the  Lake  Erie,  and  as  they  have  got  together  such  a  con- 
siderable Force  at  this  inhospitable  Season  we  cannot  make  a  Doubt 
but  they  will  be  much  stronger  in  the  Spring. 

"On  the  Information  mentioned  in  that  Letter  we  may  likewise 
expect  an  Attack  upon  our  Back  Settlements,  the  French  having 
sent  a  Detachment  of  the  Arundack  Indians  upon  that  Service,  and 
as  we  have  no  Force  to  resist  them  they  will  be  at  Liberty  to  com- 
mit what  cruelties  they  please  upon  the  defenceless  People  that  in- 
habit the  remote  Parts  of  this  Province. 

"Be  pleased,  therefore,  Gentlemen,  when  you  frame  another  Bill 
to  consider  whether  it  would  not  be  better  on  all  Accounts  to  aug- 
ment the  Sum  proposed  to  be  given,  since  this  will  go  but  a  very 
little  way  towards  expelling  the  French  from  our  Borders  and  de- 
fending our  Frontiers  from  the  Incursions  of  their  Indians. 


ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 


"December  18, 1754. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Thursday,  19th  December, 
1754. 


PRESENT 


The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  Robert  Strettell,  }  ™       . 

William  Logan,  Richard  Peters,   j  Escluires- 

^  His  Honour  informed  the  Council  that  Scarroyady  an  Oneida  In- 
dian, who  succeeds  Tanachrisson  or  the  Half  King  in  the  Direction 
of  Indian  Aifairs  at  Aughwick  was  come  to  Town  along  with  Two 
other  Indians  in  their  Way  to  Onondago,  and  that  they  had  brought 
with  them  one  John  Davison  an  Indian  Trader,  who  they  said  spoke 
the  Indian  Language  extremely  well  and  could  interpret  for  them, 
and  that  they  desired  to  be  heard  in  Council  to-Day.  As  John 
Davison  was  a  Stranger,  the  Governor  ordered  Michael  Taffe,  an- 
other Indian  Trader  who  spoke  the  Indian  Language,  to  attend  the 
Council  that  he  might  assist  in  the  Interpretation. 
VOL.  vi — 13. 
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The  Indians  came  in  and  took  their  Seats,  Viz1 : 

Scarroyady,  an  Oneida  Chief. 

Jagrea,  a  Mohawk,  his  Son-in-Law. 

AroaSj  a  Seneca  Warrior,  a  Young  Man. 

John  Davison,  )  T  ,  , 

Michael  Taffe!  }  InterPreterS- 
The  Governor  ordered  the  Interpreters  to  tell  the  Indians  that  he 
was  glad  to  see  them  and  took  this  Visit  very  kind,  that  he  supposed 
they  had  met  a  Messenger  going  to  Aughwick  by  whom  he  had  sent 
a  Message  to  Scarroyady  to  be  delivered  to  the  Six  Nations,  but  he 
was  much  better  pleased  with  the  Opportunity  of  delivering  it  to 
himself  in  Person,  and  was  obliged  to  him  for  his  Friendship  in 
Coming,  and  was  now  ready  to  hear  what  he  should  be  pleased  to 
communicate  to  the  Council : 

Then  Scarroyady  spoke  as  follows : 
"  Brother  Onas — 

"I  am  employed  by  King  George,  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania/'  Then  holding  up  a  Belt  he  said, 
"this  is  from  King  George  and  the  Governor  of  Virginia;''  and 
then  shewing  another  he  said,  "this  is  from  Pennsylvania,"  and  he 
thanked  the  Almighty  that  they  and  he  had  but  one  Heart  and  one 
Mind. 

'"Brother: 

"  It  has  pleased  God  to  call  away  one  of  our  Friends  and  Coun- 
sellors. Before  he  dyed  it  was  concluded  that  I  should  go  to  the 
Six  Nations  and  look  into  their  Houses,  particularly  the  Houses  of 
the  Oneidas.  I  was  to  be  sent  to  appear  at  their  Doors  and  just 
look  in  to  see  who  were  our  Friends  amons;  the  Six  Nations. 
"  Brother : 

"  What  I  am  now  going  to  say  is  in  the  Character  of  a  Warrior. 
I  lay  down  the  Counsellor  and  take  up  the  Warrior.  I  shall  speak 
from  my  Heart.  Believe  me  I  shall  speak  from  my  heart.  My 
Thoughts  are  ruminating  upon  Old  Times.  I  am  revolving  in  my 
Breast  the  Fate  of  our  Forefathers  from  antient  Times  down  to 
this  Day.  Multitudes  of  Sculls,  some  of  our  Forefathers,  some  of 
our  Brethen,  lye  on  Heaps  before  my  Eyes.  I  see  large  Quantities 
of  dry  Bones ;  those  who  animated  them  were  all  destroyed  by  our 
Enemies.  This  sad  vision,  these  doleful  Thoughts,  I  intend  to  re- 
late to  the  Six  Nations  when  I  look  into  their  Doors.  All  that  I 
have  said  to  you  I  will  say  to  them,  and  if  they  are  not  infatuated 
they  will  take  into  Consideration  the  Deaths  of  their  Forefathers 
killed  by  the  Enemy,  and  conclude  to  join  with  me  in  assisting 
our  Brethren.  Whatever  Answer  they  give  me,  whether  good  or 
bad,  I  will  tell  it  you  faithfully  as  I  return. 

"I  take  hold  of  this  Belt  and  go  to  my  numerous  Friends  over 
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the  Ohio  as  soon  as  ever  I  return,  and  shall  impart  unto  them  all 
the  News  I  get  among  the  Six  Nations.  I  will  convene  them  alto- 
gether. I  will  embody  them.  They  will  all  join  against  the 
French. 

"  Brother : 

Holding  up  a  Belt  with  an  Hatchet  in  it  he  proceeded  to  say  : 
"  This  Belt  was  sent  by  the  Governor  of  Virginia  and  delivered  by 
Capt.  Trent.  You  see  in  it  the  Reprasentation  of  an  Hatchet.  It 
was  an  Invitation  to  us  to  join  with  and  assist  our  Brethren  to  re- 
pel the  French  from  the  Ohio.  At  the  Time  it  was  given  there- 
were  but  Four  or  Five  of  us,  and  we  were  all  that  knew  any  thing 
about  the  Matter ;  when  we  got  it  we  put  it  into  a  private  Pocket 
on  the  inside  of  our  Garment.     It  lay  next  to  our  Breasts. 

"  As  we  were  on  the  Road  going  to  Council  with  our  Breth- 
ren, a  Company  of  French,  in  Number  thirty-one,  overtook  us  and 
desired  us  to  go  and  Council  with  them  ;  and  when  we  refused  they 
pulled  us  by  the  Arm  and  almost  stripped  the  Chain  of  Covenant 
from  off  it,  but  still  I  would  suffer  none  to  go  with  thein.  We  thought 
to  have  got  before  them  but  they  passed  us,  and  when  we  saw  they 
endeavored  to  break  the  Chain  of  Friendship  I  pulled  this  Belt  out 
of  my  Pocket  and  look'd  at  it  and  saw  there  this  Hatchet,  and  then 
went  and  told  Coll.  Washington  of  these  thirty-one  French  Men. 
and  We  and  a  few  of  our  Brothers  fought  with  them.  Ten  were 
killed  and  Twenty-one  were  taken  alive  whom  we  delivered  to  Coll 
Washington,  telling  him  that  we  had  blooded  the  Edge  of  his 
Hatchet  a  little. 

"  Davison  said  he  was  in  the  Action  and  that  there  were  but 
Eight  Indians  who  did  most  of  the  Execution  that  was  done.  Coll. 
Washington  and  the  Half-King  differed  much  in  Judgment,  and  on 
the  Collonei's  refusing- to  take  his  Advice  the  English  and  Indians 
separated.  After  which  the  Indians  discovered  the  French  in  an 
Hollow  and  hid  themselves,  lying  on  their  Bellies  behind  a  Hill ; 
afterwards  they  discovered  Coll.  Washington  on  the  opposite  Side 
of  the  Hollow  in  the  Gray  of  the  Morning,  and  when  the  English 
fired,  which  they  did  in  great  Confusion,  the  Indians  came  out  of 
their  Cover  and  closed  with  the  French  and  killed  them  with  their 
Tomhawks,  on  which  the  French  surrendered." 

After  this  Relation  of  Davison  Scarroyady  proceeded,  taking 
another  belt  in  his  Hand,  which  he  said  was  sent  by  Pennsylvania 
to  enquire  of  them  what  Number  of  Indians  lived  to  the  West  of 
the  Ohio,  in  whose  Alliance,  of  what  Strength,  and  of  what  Dispo- 
sition they  were. 

"  Brother  Onas : 

M  The  Delawares,  Shawonese,  Owendats,  and  Twigh twees  are  our 
Allies )  we  expect  they  are  in  full  Friendship  with  us ;  you  may 
depend  on  the  Truth  of  what  I  say,  they  are  our  fast  Friends.     1 
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take  your  and  their  Speech  along  with  me  to  the  Six  Nations  to 
have  it  confirmed.  All  these  Nations  send  a  Message  by  me  to 
assure  the  Six  Nations  of  their  Friendship.  Their  Message  catch' d 
me  just  as  I  was  setting  out  to  go  to  the  Six  Nations.  I  am  not 
going  there  of  my  own  Head  or  at  the  request  of  the  Ohio  Indians 
only.  They  have  often  invited  me  to  come ;  they  insist  upon  it 
that  I  shall  come  j  they  have  sent  importunate  Messages  to  me  to 
come." 

Then  holding  up  two  Belts  to  which  were  tied  several  Strings  of 
Wampum,  he  said : 

"  Brother  Onas — 

"  All  these  are  Messages  from  the  Camp  at  Wills'  Creek.  The 
Purport  of  which  is  do  desire  us  to  be  at  Peace  together;  not  to  mind 
any  Thing  of  War;  to  lie  by  and  not  meddle  at  all  with  the  War. 
But  you  must  know  these  Speeches  were  made  to  us  in  Publick  that 
all  might  hear  them  and  think  of  us  in  this  Manner  and  so  speak 
of  us  to  the  French  ;  but  in  private  we  have  had  other  Talk.  We 
are  Warriors — they  know  it,  and  what  is  in  our  secret  Purposes." 

Then  holding  up  another  Belt  he  said  : 
"  Brother : 

"  This  is  one  of  your  Belts  to  the  Delawares  and  Shawanese 
which  I  take  with  me  to  the  Six  Nations,  and  intend  to  tell  them 
how  kind  you  have  been  to  them  and  all  of  us  on  the  Ohio/' 

Then  holding  up  two  Belts  and  a  String  he  said  : 
"Brother: 

"  These  are  French  Belts  given  on  the  following  occasion  :  when 
the  French  first  came  on  this  side  of  the  Lakes  with  an  Army  I 
went  to  them  with  some  Young  Men  and  paid  my  Father  a  Com- 
pliment and  bade  him  welcome.  After  which  I  divulged  in  a  few 
Words  what  my  Errand  was  to  him.  Father,  I  said,  I  am  come  to 
take  you  by  the  Hand  and  lead  you  and  a  few  of  your  Men  with  you 
to  Council,  but  I  must  entreat  you  will  leave  your  Army  behind; 
it  is  not  proper  or  by  any  means  suitable  to  go  to  Council  with  a 
great  Army.  Your  Children  would  be  afraid  to  see  an  Army  take 
their  Seats  at  the  Council  Fire.  This  might  terrify  them.  Father 
hear  me  :  I  will  go  to  my  Brethren  of  Pennsylvania  and  represent 
this  matter  to  them,  and  prevail  with  a  few  of  them  to  meet  my 
Father  in  Council ;  then  they  may  confer  together,  and  in  so  doing 
bring  about  a  Peace ;  for  now  we  are  afraid  of  our  Lives,  hearing 
every  Day  of  such  Disturbances  and  Tumults,  and  all  this  done  by 
our  Father  in  a  Country  that  belongs  to  us,  to  the  Six  Nations,  and 
our  Brethren  the  English. "  To  which  the  French  Commander  an- 
swered : 

"Child— 

"  I  thank  you  for  coming  here  to  take  me  by  the  Hand  and  lead- 
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ing  me  to  Council.  I  thank  you  very  kindly,  but  Child  it  is  a  thing 
impossible  for  you  or  any  Man  to  take  me  by  the  Hand.  I  am  very 
strong,  and  the  Matter  of  great  Weight  that  I  am  about.  If  in- 
fernal Spirits  were  to  come  out  of  the  Ground  and  pretend  to  take 
me  by  the  Arm  and  lead  me  against  my  Will,  they  could  not  do  it. 
No,  Legions  of  Devils  could  not  do  it.  They  might  pull  my  Arm 
from  my  Shoulder  but  they  could  not  move  my  Body,  it  is  too 
Heavy.  To  make  my  Children  on  the  Ohio  quite  easy  about  this 
Matter  I  declare  to  you  that  I  am  determined  to  go  down  the  Ohio 
to  the  very  mouth  of  it,  not  all  at  once  but  by  Degrees.  I  will  first 
go  to  the  side  of  the  Lake,  there  I  will  build  one  Fort,  after  that  I 
will  cross  over  the  Land  to  the  Head  of  BufFelo  River,  there  I  will 
build  another  strong  House.  From  thence  I  will  decend  the  Ohio 
to  the  Mouth  of  Mohongialo  River  and  there  build  another.  I  shall 
go  very  smoothly  down  the  Stream  to  this  Place  and  make  it  very 
Strong.  After  this  I  shall  become  heavier,  and  of  myself  by  niy 
own  Weight  be  carried  down  the  Stream  to  Kushusky  or  Canni- 
angoy." 

"  The  other  Day  the  French  Commander  sent  some  of  the  Six 
Nation  Indians,  who  are  along  with  him,  with  this  String  to  the  In- 
dians at  Aughwick  with  the  following  Speech  : 

" (  Come  my  Children  take  Pity  of  your  Father  in  his  Old  Days 
■and  look  back  to  your  former  Dwellings.  I  have  made  a  Messenger 
of  one  of  your  own  People  to  go  to  George  Croghan  and  to  lift  you  up 
in  his  Arms  and  bring  you  with  him  and  set  you  down  where  you  used 
to  live/ 

"  But  we  made  him  this  Reply : 
"  <  Father : 

"'This  is  a  Notice  of  your  Intentions,  but  be  pleased  to  take  a 
Word  of  Advice  when  you  shall  think  proper  to  put  it  in  Execution 
and  send  any  one  to  take  Us  up  in  his  Arms  and  carry  Us  to  your 
Fort,  be  sure  let  him  have  strong  Hands,  for  we  shall  certainly  re- 
sist him,  and  if  he  is  not  very  Strong  neither  We  nor  He  shall 
return  to  the  Fort.  And  we  said  to  the  Messenger,  Brother  you 
belong  to  Us;  We  hate  the  French;  if  it  had  been  otherwise  we 
would  never  have  left  the  River  but  have  staid  in  our  own  Houses ; 
But  why  does  the  Commander  talk  of  leading  Us  under  the  Arm 
and  setting  Us  down  on  the  Ohio  and  stopping  there?  If  lie  will 
or  can  carry  us  away  with  him,  tell  him  he  ought  to  carry  us  to  the 
Six  Nation  Country  and  set  us  down  there — this  he  has  not  strength 
to  do,  and  tell  him  from  us  that  after  he  hears  this  Declaration  of 
mirs  he  will  not  attempt  it/ 

11  Brother  Onas : 

"I  am  now  going  to  tell  you  what  we  are  going  to  do  with  the 
French  Wampum  and  Belts.  As  to  the  Wampum  which  the  In- 
dian brought  to  Aughwick  we  shall  throw  it  behind  us  (hen  In 
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made  Signs  of  throwing  away  the  Wampum  with  great  Contempt),, 
and  as  to  the  Belt  upon  which  Four  Forts  are  painted,  notwith- 
standing all  his  bold  Speeches  there  may  be  Stones  rolled  down  the 
River  heavy  enough  to  knock  down  those  Forts  and  in  the  tumble 
they  may  crush  many  of  his  People  that  stand  on  the  Ground. 
The  Almighty  knows  what  opportunity  I  shall  have  of  seeing  my 
Father,  but  when  I  see  him  I  will  roll  the  Belt  up  and  give  it  him 
back  and  say,  take  this  Father,  I  have  no  use  for  it,  I  will  do  this 
which  is  yet  unknown  to  you  and  the  Six  Nations;  I  have  told  it 
you,  and  I  am  going  to  tell  it  them. 

"  Brother  Onas  : 

"  I  am*  going  to  Onondago  to  desire  the  Six  Nations  in  the  Name' 
of  King  George  to  send  Deputies  in  the  Spring  to  Winchester  to 
hear  what  the  Great  King  has  to  say  to  them  and  to  confer  on  the 
Situation  of  Affairs.  The  more  Provinces  join  in  this  Invitation 
the  better.  I  shall  be  glad  to  carry  your  Commands  and  those  of 
Tocarrigoan,  Governor  of  Maryland,  and  join  them  to  the  Virginia 
Belt.  You  are  all  one  People,  and  I  thank  God  you  and  I  are  one 
Flesh  and  Blood.  Let  us  all  then  join  together.  I  will  see  what 
is  doing  at  Onondago  and  come  and  let  you  all  know  it.  I  have 
now  done,  but  Jagrea  has  some  Messages  to  deliver  which  are  of 
great  Importance,  be  pleased  to  hear  him." 

Then  Jagrea  spoke  as  follows  : 
" <  Brother— 

"'An  Indian  called  the  Turtle,  one  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Twigh- 
twees,  was  sent  with  a  Message  to  the  Six  Nations  on  the  Ohio  and 
the  English,  and  came  as  far  as  Log's  Town,  but  finding  it  deso- 
lated by  his  Brethren  he  delivered  it  to  a  Mohock  Indian  called 
the  Song;  and  to  the  Shawonese  who  were  at  the  Place  this  is 
what  he  said : 

" '  Brothers — 

"'Be  Strong  and  strike  the  French,  and  drive  them  from 'these 
Waters.  We  the  Twightwees  have  struck  the  French  and  killed 
Fifty  of  them.  We  desire  all  Nations  may  be  strong.  The  Twigh- 
twees, Piankishaws,  Waywawjachtanows,  and  Muskoos,  and  all  the 
Indians  to  the  West,  desire  you  to  be  quick  and  strike  the  French; 
cut  them  down  now  whilst  they  are  Young  and  Tender — do  not 
suffer  them  to  grow  to  be  large  Trees/ 

"  The  Shawanese,  to  whom  this  Speech  was  delivered  by  the 
Turtle,  made  Answer  that  they  could  do  nothing  till  they  should 
hear  from  the  Six  Nations  and  their  Brethren  the  English,  who 
liad  requested  them  to  keep  still  and  do  nothing  against  the  French 
till  they  should  hear  further  from  them. 

"  This  passed  between  the  Turtle  and  the  Shawanese  in  the 
presence  of  the    Mohock  Indian  called   the  Song.     Now  I  will 
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tell   you  a  discourse   that   passed   between   the  Twightwees   and 
Owendats : 

A  Discourse  the  Twightwees  had  loith  the  Owendats. 
trt( Brethren  the  Owendats: 

"  '  We  thank  G-od  that  we  see  one  another  a  piece  once  more  ;  we 
all  may  begin  and  condole  one  another's  miserable  Condition  on 
the  Account  of  the  great  Distance  we  live  apart.  We  understand 
that  you  are  in  a  miserable  Condition  here.  You  dare  not  Stir  nor 
rise  off  your  Seats  for  fear  of  your  Father  the  French.  We  can't 
look  about  but  our  Father  has  a  Rod  over  our  Head,  and  it  is  all 
on  the  Account  of  the  Love  that  we  bear  to  the  English.  Come, 
Bretheren,  the  Sun  is  nigh  setting  and  Darkness  is  approaching. 
We  will  lay  Hands  on  you  and  others  will  lay  Hands  on  us,  and 
well  all  March  off  to  the  Sun  rising,  where  the  Day  Light  is  ap- 
pearing, for  here  we  have  no  Priviledge  of  any  News,  nor  can  hear 
good  things  as  we  used  to  do  from  our  Brethren/ 

"  Brothers: 

"  This  Speech  of  the  Twightwees  was  very  pleasing  to  the  War- 
riors of  the  Owendats,  but  not  to  their  Chief,  who  is  inclinable  to 
the  French ;  without  consulting  him  the  Warriors  sent  this  Message 
by  me  to  Onas  : 

"'  Brother  Onas : 

U<I  am  employed  by  the  Warriors  of  the  Owendats  to  come  Ex- 
press to  You.  They  desire  their  Brethren  not  to  have  any  Notion 
in  their  Hearts  that  we  have  slipped  from  them ;  but  that  though 
we  are  at  present  still,  yet  we  are  strongly  bound  in  the  Chain  of 
Friendship  with  them.  We  will  not  hear  the  Delusions  of  the 
French  our  Father,  but  we  expect  to  appear  out  of  the  Ground 
among  our  Bretheren.  We  shall  go  in  the  Spring  to  Winchester, 
but  no  Body  is  to  know  any  thing  of  it  more  than  that  we  are 
going  a  Hunting  or  to  deal  with  our  Bretheren,  but  when  in  the 
Woods  we  will  turn  our  Faces  to  Winchester/ 

11  Names  of  the  Warriors. 
11  Tahati,  Jochtaris, 

"  Juchquarora,  Atirunta. 

"  They  desired  me  not  to  make  Publick  what  they  intend.  Every 
Speech  is  to  pass  under  the  Ground  and  come  up  at  the  Spot  where 
it  was  intended  to  be  delivered,  and  no  where  else." 

Scarroyady  said  they  had  now  finish'd  all  they  had  to  say. 
Then  the  Governor  let  them  know  that  the  Assembly  was  sitting, 
and  that  he  would  communicate  what  they  Had  said  to  the  House 
and  consult  with  them  thereupon. 

After  Council  Scarroyady  in  private  let  the  Governor  know  that 
Jagrea  was  willing  either  to  proceed  with  him  to  the  Six  Nations  or 
to  return  to  the  Owendats. 
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Mr.  Peters  was  sent  by  the  Governor  with  a  verbal  Message  to 
the  Assembly,  setting  forth  the  substance  of  what  was  said  by  the 
Indians,  and  to  know  of  them  what  they  would  advise  the  Governor 
to  do  with  respect  to  the  Meeting  at  Winchester  and  the  return  of 
Jagrea  to  the  Owendats,  which  was  delivered  accordingly  in  the 
Afternoon,  and  as  soon  as  the  House  rose  the  Speaker  inform'd  him 
that  the  House  approved  of  the  Meeting  at  Winchester  and  advised 
the  Governor  to  invite  the  Six  Nations  there.  They  likewise  thought 
it  would  be  better  for  Jagrea  to  be  asked  to  return  to  the  Owendats. 

The  Governor  laid  before  the  Council  a  Letter  he  received  last 
Night  from  Sir  Thomas  Robinson  in  these  Words : 

"Whitehall,  October  26,  1754. 

"  Sir  : 

"  Having  informed  you  in  my  Letter  of  July  5th  that  the  King 
had  under  his  Royal  Consideration  the  State  of  Affairs  in  North 
America,  I  am  now  to  acquaint  you  that  amongst  other  Measures 
that  are  thought  proper  for  the  Defence  of  his  Majestie's  just  Rights 
and  Dominions  in  those  parts  the  King  has  not  only  been  pleased 
to  order  two  Regiments  of  Foot,  consisting  of  Five  hundred  Men 
each  besides  commissioned  and  Non-commissioned  Officers,  com- 
manded by  Sir  Peter  Halkett  and  Collonel  Dunbar,  to  repair  to  Vir- 
ginia and  to  be  there  augmented  to  the  number  of  Seven  Hundred 
each,  but  likewise  to  send  Orders  to  Governor  Shirley  and  Sir  Wil- 
liam Pepperell  to  raise  two  Regiments,  whereof  they  are  respectively 
appointed  Colonels,  of  One  Thousand  Men  each,  and  also  to  sign 
Commissions  for  a  number  of  Officers  to  serve  in  the  said  two  Regi- 
ments, and  who  will  forthwith  repair  to  North  America  for  that , 
Purpose. 

"Whereas  there  will  be  wanting  a  considerable  Number -of  Men 
to  make  up  the  designed  Complements  of  the  said  four  Regiments, 
it  is  his  Majesty's  Pleasure  that  you  should  be  taking  the  previous 
Steps  towards  contributing  as  far  as  you  can  to  have  about  Three 
Thousand  Men  in  readiness  to  be  inlisted,  and  it  is  his  Majesty's 
Intention  that  a  General  Officer  of  Rank  and  Capacity  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  Command  in  Chief  all  the  King's  Forces  in  North 
America,  a  Deputy  Quarter-Master-General,  and  a  Commissary  of 
the  Musters,  shall  set  out  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  in  order 
to  provide  every  thing  for  the  Arrival  of  the  Forces  above  mentioned 
from  Europe  and  for  the  raising  of  the  others  in  America. 

"  You  will  receive  from  that  General  and  the  other  Officers  just 
mention'd  a  full  and  exact  Account  of  the  Arms,  Cloathing,  and 
other  Necessaries  to  be  sent  upon  this  important  Occasion,  as  like- 
wise of  the  Ordnance  Stores  and  of  the  Officers  and  Attendants  be- 
longing thereto,  all  which  being  ordered  for  this  Service  are  such 
Proofs  of  his  Majesty's  Regard  for  the  Security  and  Welfare  of  his 
Subjects  in  those  Parts  as  cannot  fail  to  excite  you  to  exert  yourself 
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and  those  under  your  Care  to  take  the  most  vigorous  Steps  to  repel 
your  Common  Danger,  and  to  shew  that  the  King's  Orders  which 
were  sent  you  last  year  by  the  Earl  of  Holdernesse,  and  were  re- 
newed to  you  in  my  Letter  of  the  fifth  of  July,  have  at  last  rouz'd 
that  Emulation  and  Spirit  which  every  Man  owes  at  this  time  to  his 
Majesty,  the  Public,  and  himself.  The  King  will  not,  therefore, 
imagine  that  either  you  or  the  rest  of  his  Governors  will  suffer  the 
least  Neglect  or  Delay  in  the  performance  of  the  present  Service 
now  strongly  recommended  to  you,  particularly  with  Regard  to  the 
following  Points,  Viz'1 : 

"  That  you  should  carefully  provide  a  sufficient  Quantity  of  fresh 
Victuals  at  the  Expence  of  your  Government,  to  be  ready  for  the 
use  of  the  Troops  at  their  Arrival. 

"  That  you  should  likewise  furnish  the  Officers  who  may  have 
Occasion  to  go  from  Place  to  Place  with  all  Necessaries  for  travel- 
ling by  Land,  in  case  there  are  no  means  of  going  by  Sea;  And  that 
you  should  use  your  utmost  Diligence  and  Authority  in  procuring 
an  exact  Observance  of  such  Orders  as  shall  be  issued  from  Time  to 
Time  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  for  quartering  the  Troops,  im- 
pressing Carriages,  and  providing  all  Necessaries  for  such  Forces  as 
shall  arrive  or  be  raised  within  your  Government. 

"As  the  Articles  above-mentioned  are  of  a  local  and  peculiar 
Nature,  and  arising  entirely  within  your  Government,  it  is  almost 
needless  for  me  to  acquaint  you  that  his  Majesty  will  expect  that 
the  Charge  thereof  be  defrayed  by  his  Subjects  belonging  to  the 
same.  But  with  regard  to  such  other  Articles  which  are  of  a  more 
general  concern,  it  is  the  King's  Pleasure  that  the  same  should  be 
supplied  by  a  common  Fund  to  be  established  for  the  Benefit  of  all 
the  Colonies  collectively  in  North- America,  for  which  Purpose  you 
will  use  your  utmost  Endeavours  to  induce  the  Assembly  of  your 
Province  to  raise  forthwith  as  large  a  Sum  as  can  be  afforded  as 
their  Contribution  to  this  common  Fund,  to  be  employed  provision- 
ally for  the  general  Service  of  North-America  (particularly  for  pay- 
iug  the  Charge  of  levying  the  Troops  to  make  up  the  Compliment 
of  the  Regiments  above-mentioned),  untill  such  time  as  a  Plan  of 
general  Union  of  his  Majestie's  Northern  Colonies  for  their  common 
Defence  can  be  perfected. 

"You  will  carefully  confer,  or  correspond,  as  you  shall  have  Op- 
pertunities,  upon  every  thing  relative  to  the  present  Service,  with 
the  said  General  Sir  William  Peperell  and  Governor  Shirley,  or  either 
of  them;  and  as  it  is  the  King's  Intention  to  give  all  proper  En- 
couragement to  such  Persons  who  shall  engage  to  serve  upon  this 
Occasion,  you  will  acquaint  all  such  Persons  in  the  King's  Name 
that  they  will  receive  Arms  and  Cloathing  from  hence,  and  that 
they  shall  be  sent  back  (if  desired)  to  their  respective  Habitations 
when  the  Service  in  America  shall  be  over. 

"  As  the  several  Governors  in  all  the  King's  Provinces  and  Colo- 
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nies  in  North-America  will  receive  by  this  Conveyance  a  Letter  to 
the  same  Effect  with  this  which  T  now  send  you,  they  will  be  pre- 
pared at  the  same  time  to  obey  his  Majesty's  Commands.  And  I 
am  to  direct  you  to  correspond  with  all  or  either  of  them  occasionally, 
as  you  shall  find  it  expedient  for  the  General  Service. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

"THOMAS  ROBINSON/' 

And  after  a  long  Consultation  on  the  Subject  of  the  said  Letter, 
the  following  Message  to  the  Assembly  was  drawn  by  the  Gov- 
ernor and  approved  by  the  Council,  and  sent  to  the  House  by  the 
Secretary : 

"  Gentlemen — 

"The  Secretary  will  lay  before  you  a  Letter  I  receiv'd  last  Night 
from  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  one  of  his  Majesty's  principal  Secre- 
taries of  State,  notifying  to  me  his  Majesty's  gracious  Intention  to 
send  two  Regiments  of  Foot  from  Ireland,  to  be  compieated  in 
America,  and  to  raise  two  others  in  this  Country,  to  be  commanded 
by  his  Excellency  Governor  Shirley  &  and  Sir  William  Pepperell, 
for  the  Defence  of  his  Majesty's  just  Rights  and  Dominions. 

"His  Majesty  will  appoint  a  General  Officer  of  Rank  and  Capa- 
city to  take  upon  him  the  Command  in  Chief  of  all  his  Forces  in 
North  America,  who  will  soon  be  here  with  a  Deputy  Quarter- 
Master-General  and  Commissary  of  the  Musters,  in  order  to  pre- 
pare every  thing  for  the  Arrival  of  the  Forces.  His  Majesty  has 
been  also  graciously  pleased  to  order  Arms,  Cloathing,  and  other 
Necessaries,  to  be  sent  hither  upon  the  present  important  Occasion, 
and  likewise  Ordnance  Stores,  and  Officers  and  Attendants  belong- 
ging  thereto. 

"  Such  Proofs  of  His  Majesty's  gracious  and  paternal  Regard  and 
Affection  for  the  Welfare  and  Security  of  his  Subjects  in  North 
America  cannot  fail  to  excite  the  warmest  Returns  of  Duty  and 
Gratitude  in  the  Breast  of  every  Man  that  Regards  his  Country, 
his  Family,  or  himself.  And  it  gives  me  particular  Pleasure  that 
we  are  now  sitting  in  General  Assembly,  as  we  have  thereby  not 
only  an  early  opportunity  of  testifying  the  grateful  Sense  we  have 
of  His  Majesty's  Care  and  Protection,  but  of  exerting  ourselves  in 
the  Service  of  our  Country  at  this  important  Conjuncture,  and 
setting  a  proper  Example  to  the  other  Colonies. 

"  You  will  observe  by  the  Secretary  of  State's  Letter  that  it  is 
his  Majesty's  Pleasure  we  should  contribute  as  far  as  we  can  to  the 
having  about  three  thousand  Men  in  readiness  to  enlist ;  that  we  should 
provide  a  Quantity  of  Fresh  Provisions  for  the  Troops,  and  Neces- 
saries for  the  Officers  that  may  have  occasion  to  travel  by  Land; 
that  the  Orders  to  be  issued  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  for  quar- 
tering the  Soldiers  and  impressing  Carriages  should  be  carried  into 
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exact  Execution,  and  that  all  Necessaries  should  be  provided  for 
such  Troops  as  shall  arrive  or  be  raised  within  this  Government. 

"His  Majesty  expects  that  as  the  several  Articles  above  men- 
tioned are  of  a  local  and  peculiar  Nature,  and  arising  entirely 
within  this  Government,  that  the  Charge  thereof  should  be  de- 
frayed by  his  Subjects  within  the  same. 

"You  will  also  observe,  Gentlemen,  that  it  is  His  Majesty's 
Pleasure  that  Such  Articles  of  Expense  as  are  of  a  more  General 
Concern  should  be  supplied  from  a  common  Fund,  to  be  established 
for  the  Benefit  of  all  the  Colonies  in  North  America  collectively; 
for  which  Purpose  he  has  ordered  me  to  recommend  it  to  you  in 
the  strongest  manner  forthwith  to  raise  as  large  a  Sum  as  can  be 
afforded,  as  the  Contribution  of  this  Province  towards  such  common 
Fund,  to  be  employed  provisionally  for  the  general  Service  of 
North  America,  untill  a  Plan  of  general  Union  of  his  Majesty's 
Northern  Colonies  for  their  common  Defence  can  be  perfected. 

"It  is  so  much  the  Interest  of  the  Colonies  in  general,  and  this 
in  particular,  to  exert  themselves  upon  the  present  Occasion  to 
co-operate  with  his  Majesty  in  repelling  this  Invasion,  and  to  do 
what  is  so  justly  expected  from  us,  that  I  cannot  doubt  but  you 
will  immediately  proceed  to  the  Consideration  of  the  several  Mat- 
ters mentioned  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  Letter,  and  by  mi  king 
an  ample  Provision  for  the  present  Exigency,  enable  me  to  comply 
with  the  Royal  Pleasure  and  carry  his  Majesty's  Commands  into  a 
strict  and  speedy  Execution. 

"As  it  maybe  necessary  in  the  Course  of  this  Expedition  to 
impress  Tradesmen's  Horses  and  Carriages  into  His  Majesty's  Ser- 
vice, and  to  seize  Provisions  of  all  Sorts  and  other  Neressaries  you 
will  consider  whether  a  Law  will  not  be  necessary  to  settle  and 
establish  the  Wages  and  Hire  to  be  paid  for  such  Tradesmen's 
•Horses  and  Carriages  as  may  be  so  impressed,  and  the  Price  of 
such  Provisions  and  other  Necessaries  as  may  be  seized  upon  the 
present  Occasion,  that  no  disputes  may  arise  between  the  Civil  and 
Military  Officers,  and  that  all  possible  Assistance  may  be  given  to 
those  that  shall  be  employed  in  the  Public  Service,  without  Injury 
to  private  Persons. 

"ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 
"December  19th,  1754." 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Tuesday  the  24tb  December... 
1754. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  Robert  Strettell, ") 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,"  Joseph  Turner,    >  Esquires. 

William  Logan,  Richard  Peters,    ) 

The  Indians  as  before. 

The  Interpreters  as  before. 
<{  Bretheren : 

u  I  am  going  to  return  you  an  Answer.  I  give  this  String  to- 
testify  that  I  mean  to  disclose  all  that  is  in  my  Heart,  and  to  de- 
sire you  will  hearken  to  what  I  say  and  lay  it  up  in  your  Breast. 

A  String. 
u  Bretheren : 

"  I  took  Notice  of  every  thing  that  was  said  to  me  on  Friday  last,, 
and  assure  you  it  gave  me  great  Satisfaction.  I  take  it  kindly  of 
Scarroyady  for  calling  on  me  in  his  Way  to  Onondago,  and  for  men- 
tioning the  Particulars  of  what  he  intends  to  say  to  the  Six  Na- 
tions, which  is  all  very  good.  His  Errand  is  an  Important  one ; 
And  I  perceive  he  will  execute  what  is  committed  to  him  extremely 
well. 
"  Brother : 

"  Since  you  so  kindly  sollicite  me  to  join  in  the  King's  Invita- 
tion to  the  Six  Nations  to  send  Deputies  to  Winchester,  and  that  I 
will  take  upon  me  to  do  the  same  for  the  Neighbouring  Province  of 
Maryland,  Behold  this  large  Belt  of  Fourteen  Rows,  one  End  of 
which  is  held  by  Maryland  and  the  other  by  Pennsylvania.  Botb 
our  Hands  are  upon  it,  and  we  desire  the  Six  Nations  will  give  the 
utmost  attention  to  what  the  Governor  of  Virginia  says  to  them. 
We  join  in  that  Invitation.  We  think  it  necessary  that  there  should 
be  a  Meeting  between  the  King's  Governors  and  the  Chiefs  of  the 
Six  Nations  early  in  the  Spring,  the  earlier  the  better. 

4t  Brother : 

"  Remember  that  Maryland  holds  one  End  of  this  Belt  and  I  the 
other,  and  that  we  join  it  to  that  of  Virginia.  Be  pleased  to  tell 
them  on  our  Part  that  Letters  are  arrived  from  the  King  of  Eng- 
land in  Answer  to  those  of  ours,  wherein  his  Majesty  was  informed 
of  the  Invasions  of  the  French  at  Ohio,  and  he  immediately  out 
of  his  gracious  Regards  for  us  and  our  Brethren  the  Six  Nations 
fitted  out  some  of  his  large  Ships  and  filled  them  with  Soldiers  and 
Arms  and  Cannon,  and  they  are  now  on  the  Seas  coming  to  our 
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Aid,  so  that  as  soon  as  the  Spring  opens  the  Six  Nations  may  be 
assured  there  will  be  a  great  Army. 

"  Brother: 

"  Tell  them  this,  and  that  we  who  have  hitherto  said  nothing  of 
Warlike  Matters  do  assure  them  of  the  Truth  thereof,  and  that  the 
French  will  not  be  permitted  to  detain  the  Possession  of  the  Lands 
on  the  Ohio. 
"  Bretheren  : 

"  What  I  have  now  said  I  mean  to  speak  to  the  wise  Men  of  the 
Six  Nations  only,  in  whom  I  have  a  Confidence;  but  I  would  not 
have  it  told  so  that  the  French  ma}?-  be  informed  of  what  we  are 
about  to  do  for  our  safety  and  the  Protection  of  the  Indians. 

"Brother  Scarroyady : 

"Do  not  Stand  at  the  Doors  of  the  Houses  of  the  Six  Nations; 
Enter  in  and  examine  every  part  of  them,  and  see  exactly  what 
they  are  doing.  Things  may  look  fair  when  viewed  at  the  Door, 
that  upon  going  in  will  look  much  otherwise.  Search  their  real 
Inclinations  and  return  this  Way  and  let  us  know  them  and  what 
we  are  to  expect  from  them.  If  they  are  hearty  they  will  give  us 
the  Meeting,  if  not  they  will  make  Excuses,  but  urge  them  to  come, 
that  all  Matters  may  be  settled  and  measures  concerted  early.  But 
take  notice  that  we  do  not  ask  you  to  go  to  War  Yet,  We  only 
mean  to  join  in  the  King's  Invitation.  First  see  what  will  be  done 
and  hear  what  the  King  will  say  to  you  at  Winchester.  Be  still 
till  then. 
"Brother  : 

"  We  thank  you  for  the  Pains  you  have  taken  with  the  several 
Tribes  of  Indians  who  live  over  the  Ohio,  Twightwees,  Owandats, 
Piankishaws,  Shawanees,  and  Delawares.  We  are  glad  to  hear  they 
are  all  so  hearty,  and  have  charged  you  to  let  the  Six  Nations  know 
this. 

"  Brother  : 

"  You  tell  us  that  you  undertake  this  Journey  at  the  repeated 
request  of  the  Six  Nations  themselves ;  that  it  was  agreed  on  before 
the  Death  of  our  late  good  and  worthy  Friend  and  Brother  ;  and  that 
the  several  Nations  of  Indians  know  of  this  Journey  of  your*  ;  and 
that  the  King  has  likewise  sent  a  Message  by  you.  We  are  glad  all 
these  Matters  are  put  into  such  good  Hands  and  committed  to  the. -Co  re 
of  a  Man  who  is  so  sensible  that  the  Cause  of  the  Indians  and  Eng- 
lish is  one  and  the  same,  and  who  joins  his  own  Heart  to  the 
Hearts  of  all  the  Indians  and  all  the  English.  See  for  us  then 
Scarroyady;  Hear  for  us;  Speak  for  us  and  lay  before  the  Nations 
all  the  Blood  of  our  &  their  Ancestors,  spill'd,  cruelly  spill'd  by 
their  endeavouring  to  hinder  the  French  from  executing  their 
wicked  Purposes  against  the  Indians. 
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"  Brother  Jagrea : 

"  We  understand  that  you  had  some  Thoughts  of  accompanying 
Scarroyady  to  Onondaga.  We  have  consulted  our  Wise  Men,  and 
They  and  We  think  it  will  be  more  for  the  Public  Good  that  you 
should  return  immediately  to  the  Owendats.  By  this  String, 
therefore,  we  make  our  Request  to  you  to  return,  and  by  it  we 
would  likewise  make  you  our  Messenger  to  the  Warriors  of  the 
Owendats,  who  have  trusted  you  with  the  several  Purposes  of  their 
Hearts. 
"  Brother : 

"  This  Belt  you  are  to  deliver  in  our  Names  to  those  Warriors, 
and  assure  them  that  their  Message  is  come  from  under  Ground  to 
us  in  the  right  Place,  and  shall  continue  in  our  Breast  untill  we 
shall  have  the  Pleasure  to  see  them  at  Winchester." 

The  Governor  inform'd  the  Council  that  on  the  20th  instant 
the  House  had  return' d  the  Bill  for  granting  the  Sum  of  Twenty 
Thousand  Pounds  for  the  King's  use,  with  a  Message  which  was 
read  as  follows : 

"  May  it  please  the  Governor — 

"We  observe  with  great  Concern  our  Governor  apprehends  him- 
self '  forbid  by  a  Royal  Instruction'  from  giving  his  Assent  to  the 
Bill  for  granting  Twenty  Thousand  Pounds  for  the  King's  Use 
without  a  suspending  Clause  that  it  shall  not  take  Effect  till  his 
Majesty's  Pleasure  be  known.  , 

"Such  a  suspending  Clause  we  apprehend  would  render  that 
Grant  entirely  ineffectual  as  we  are  now  circumstanced,  if  we  had 
no  other  Objection  to  it,  and  therefore  can  by  no  means  agree  to 
insert  it  in  our  Bill. 

"But  the  Governor  is  pleased  to  say,  'as  the  Act  of  Parliament 
restraining  the  Four  Eastern  Governments  from  emitting  Paper 
Currency  gives  them  a  Power  to  strike  Bills  of  Credit  in  case  of 
Emergency,  he  hopes  he  shall  be  justified  in  thinking  the  reason 
holds  good  as  to  us  who  are  (as  he  thinks)  in  the  greatest  Danger, 
and  therefore  he  will  join  with  us  in  any  Bill  for  striking  what 
Sum  we  shall  think  our  pressing  Occasions  demand,  provided  a 
Fund  be  establish'd  for  sinking  the  same  in  Five  Years/ 

"As  the  Governor  does  us  the  Justice  to  acknowledge  that  he  is 
convinced  the  Representatives  of  the  Province  act  from  upright 
Motives  and  what  they  esteem  to  be  its  true  Interest,  he  is  also 
pleased  to  declare  'it  is  no  small  Mortification  to  himself  to  be 
obliged  to  differ  in  Opinion  from  us,  and  hopes  when  we  reflect  on 
the  Obligations  he  is  under  to  pay  Obedience  to  His  Majesty's  In- 
structions that  we  will  not  press  him  to  disobey  them/ 

"  And  in  order  to  shew  us  that  he  does  not  entirely  rely  upon  his 
own  Judgment  he  has  been  pleased  to  lay  before  us  the  Opinion  of 
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Sir  Dudley  Ryder,  the  late  Attorney  General  and  present  Chief 
Justice  of  England,  on  a  state  of  the  Case  as  it  regards  the  Force  or 
Power  of  Royal  Instructions  upon  the  Governors  of  this  Province. 

"We  have  the  Misfortune  to  differ  in  Opinion  from  the  Gov- 
ernor after  considering  the  Case  maturely  as  it  now  lies  before  us ; 
nevertheless  we  do  assure  him  that  tho'  in  a  Matter  of  small  im- 
portance we  might  not,  perhaps,  be  very  tenacious  of  our  own  Sen- 
timents, yet  in  this  Case  our  all  is  concerned,  and  if  we  should  not 
act  becoming  the  Rights  our  Birth  as  Englishmen  entitles  us  to, 
we  might  appear  unworthy  the  Regard  we  have  already  experienced 
and  have  good  Reason  to  hope  for  hereafter  from  a  British  Par- 
liament 

"The  Case,  then,  as  stated  to  Sir  Dudley  Ryder,  at  that  time 
the  King's  Attorney  General,  after  reciting  the  several  Powers 
granted  by  our  Charter  as  well  as  the  Acts  of  Parliament  of  the 
Seventh  and  Eighth  of  William  the  Third  and  the  Sixth  of  Queen 
Anne,  and  the  Lords  Justices'  Instructions  to  Collonel  Thomas  in 
1740,  proceeds  in  the  following  Words,  that  is  to  say: 

"' Since  the  said  Instruction  was  given  (to  Coll.  Thomas  but 
directed  as  before  stated)  a  new  Lieutenant  Governor,  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton, has  been  appointed  for  Pennsylvania  by  the  Proprietaries  and 
approved  by  the  Crown.' 

"  The  before-mention'd  particular  additional  Instruction  has  not 
been  repeated  to  Mr.  Hamilton  any  otherwise  than  as  he  is  become 
now  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  Time  being. 

"But  upon  Mr.  Hamilton's  being  approved  for  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor, the  Crown  issued  its  general  Instructions  and  amongst  other 
Things  ordered  that  he  should  take  a  solemn  Oath  to  do  his  utmost 
that  all  the  Clauses,  Matters,  and  Things  contained  in  the  said  Act 
of  the  Sixth  of  Queen  Anne,  should  be  punctually  and  bona  Fide 
observed  according  to  the  true  intent  &  meaning  thereof.  Which 
Oath  he  accordingly  took. 

"  Besides  this,  on  the  Crown's  approving  Mr.  Hamilton  it  was  on 
the  Part  of  the  Crown  required  of  him,  and  his  Sureties  enter'd 
into  a  Bond  to  his  Majesty  in  Two  Thousand  Pounds  Penalty  con- 
dition'd  (inter  alia), — 

"  That  if  the  said  James  Hamilton  shall  from  Time  to  Time  and 
at  all  Times  hereafter  so  long  as  he  shall  continue  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  the  said  Province,  observe,  perform,  and  obey  all  such 
Directions  and  Instructions  which  now  are,  or  shall  at  any  Time  be 
given  or  sent  to  him  by  His  Majesty,  his  Heirs  and  Successors,  or 
from  any  Person  or  Persons  now  acting  or  that  hereafter  shall  act 
by  Authority  from  His  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  Successors,  and  pur- 
suant to  and  for  the  putting  in  Execution  the  several  Acts  of  Trade 
and  Navigation  relating  to  the  Plantations,  viz.  : 

"  An  Act  passed  12th  Charles  Second,  entituled  f  an  Act  for  the 
Encouraging  and  Encreasing  the  Shipping  and  Navigation/ 
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*  Here  a  great  many  Acts  of  Parliament  are  enumerated,  and 
amongst  them, — 

"  An  Act  passed  in  the  Sixth  Year  of  the  said  Queen's  Beign, 
intituled  'an  Act  for  ascertaining  the  rates  of  Foreign  Coins  in  Her 
Majesty's  Plantation  in  America,' 

"  And  all  other  Acts  of  Parliament  now  in  Force,  or  that  hereaf- 
ter shall  be  made  relating  to  the  Plantation  Trade;  and  shall  do  and 
perform  all  such  Matters  and  Things  as  the  Governor's  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's Plantations  by  any  Act  of  Parliament  made  or  to  be  made 
shall  be  obliged  or  enjoined  to  do  and  perform,  and  shall  before  his 
entering  on  the  said  Government  take  the  Oaths  enjoined  to  be 
taken  by  the  Governors  and  Commanders-in-Chief  of  other  His 
Majesty's  Colonies  and  Plantations,  before,  their  entering  on  their 
respective  Governments  as  directed  by  the  Act  of  the  Seventh  and 
Eighth  years  of  the  late  King  William  herein  before  mentioned,  &C1'> 
&°"  &ca-'  Then  to  be  void." 

"  Matters  standing  thus,  the  People  in  Pennsylvania  have  applied 
to  Mr.  Hamilton  their  Lieutenant  Governor  to  pass  a  Law  for  en- 
larging or  adding  more  to  the  Sum  which  they  at  present  have 
standing  out  in  Paper  Money  or  Bills  of  Credit  there. 

"  He  supposing  that  a  small  Sum  to  be  added  to  their  present 
Quantity  may  not  produce  any  great  Inconveniences,  would  consent 
to  an  Act  for  that  Purpose,  provided  they  insert  the  suspending 
Clause  that  the  Act  shall  have  no  Force  untill  confirmed  by  the 
Crown.  * 

"  But  they  insist  on  passing  the  Act  without  any  such  Suspending 
Clause,  which  he  declines  doing. 

"  As  conceiving  the  Matter  of  Money  of  any  sort  or  kind  to  be  in 
its  Nature  Part  of  the  Prerogative  or  Sovereignty  of  the  Crown, 
and  that  he  is  bound  by  the  Instruction  which  was  given  by  the 
Lords  Justices  in  1740  to  Coll.  Thomas,  or  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  in  Pennsylvania  for  the  Time  being,  and  by  his  fore-inention'd 
Oath  and  Bond,  and  by  the  Duty  of  his  Office,  to  observe  that  In- 
struction, and  not  to  pass  any  Act  whereby  Bills  of  Credit  may  be 
issued  in  Lieu  of  Money,  without  inserting  the  suspending  Clause, 
and  that  it  would  be  neither  lawful  or  safe,  but  an  offence  in  him  to 
pass  any  such  Act  without  the  suspending  Clause. 

"  On  the  other  Hand  the  People  insist  on  the  Powers  granted  by 
the  Charter  for  passing  all  Laws  whatsoever,  as  giving  very  ample 
Authority  to  him  to  pass  the  Law  which  they  desire,  and  that  the 
Crown  having  granted  away  such  very  full  Powers  cannot  even  upon 
an  Address  of  the  House  of  Commons  resume  them  again,  or  add 
further  Limitations  or  Restrictions  than  what  are  contained  in  the 
Charter;  and,  therefore,  seem  to  think  that  altho'  his  Majesty  might 
issue  such  Instructions  to  his  own  immediate  Governors  where  there 
are  no  Charters,  yet  that  in  Pennsylvania,  where  such  a  Charter 
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Subsists,  such  Instruction  had  no  Force  even  upon  Colonel  Thomas 
himself  (to  whom  the  same  was  immediately  directed  during  his 
Government,  and  more  clearly  so  in  the  Case  of  the  present  Gover- 
nor Mr.  Hamilton,  to  whom  the  same  additional  Instruction  has 
not  been  given  any  otherwise  than  as  he  is  now  become  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania  for  the  Time  being.) 

aMr.  Hamilton  is  desirous  to  oblige  the  People  herein,  if  he  may 
legally  and  safely  do  so. 

"  And  your  Opinion  is  desired : 

"  Quere,  Whether  Mr.  Hamilton,  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania, may  legally  and  safely  and  without  committing  any  Offence 
or  Breach  of  his  Oath  or  Bond,  or  of  his  Duty  to  the  King,  pass 
and  give  his  Assent  to  an  act  of  Assembly  whereby  Bills  of  Credit 
may  be  issued  in  Pennsylvania  instead  of  Money  without  the  Sus- 
pending Clause  being  inserted  Therein  ? 

" (  I  am  of  Opinion  it  is  by  no  means  safe  or  aclviseable,  or  con- 
sistent with  his  Duty  to  pass  such  Bills  without  a  suspending 
Clause. 

"<D.  RYDER. 

"  'November  30,  1753/ 

"  It  appears  that  the  Case  thus  stated  to  the  Attorney  General 
regards  only  Emissions  of  Bills  of  Credit  on  common  and  ordinary 
Occasions,  and  in  our  Opinion  very  like,  if  at  all,  affects  the  present 
Bill.  And  it  is  remarkable  that  there  is  not  the  least  Notice  taken 
of  the  Act  for  granting  Five  Thousand  Pounds  for  the  King's  Use, 
which  Governor  Thomas  passed  without  a  suspending  Clause,  by 
extending  this  very  Excise  Act  for  ten  Years,  which  we  have  now 
again  extended  for  the  same  Term  of  Years  only,  and  loaded  it  with 
a  Grant  of  Twenty  Thousand  Pounds. 

"As  Collonel  Thomas  gave  his  Assent  to  that  Act  after  the  Re- 
ceipt of  the  Additional  Instruction  which  the  Governor  has  now  sent 
down  with  our  Bill,  and  as  we  presume  he  has  no  other  later  In- 
structions from  the  Crown,  tho'  he  has  since  received  the  Royal 
Approbation,  we  hope  he  will  not  think  himself  more  restricted  by  it 
than  the  Gentleman  to  whom  it  was  immediately  directed,  who  has 
never  suffered  in  his  Honour  that  we  know  of,  or  incurred  the  King's 
displeasure  for  giving  his  Assent  to  that  Bill,  and  at  this  Time  hold 
a  Government  of  great  Importance  under  the  immediate  Powers  of" 
the  Crown. 

"  Governor  Hamilton,  we  find,  entered  into  Bonds  and  Penalties 
(among  other  Things)  '  that  he  shall  from  Time  to  Time,  and  at  all 
times  hereafter,  so  long  as  he  shall  continue  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  the  said  Province,  observe,  perform,  and  obey  all  such  Directions 
and  Instructions,  which  now  are  or  shall  at  any  Time  be  given  or 
sent  to  him  by  His  Majesty,  his  Heirs  and  Successors,  or  from  a  in 
Person  or  Persons  now  acting  or  that  hereafter  shall  act  by  Authority 
vol.  vi. — 14. 
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from  his  Majesty,  His  Heirs  and  Successors,  and  pursuant  to  and 
for  the  putting  in  Execution  the  several  Acts  of  Trade  and  Naviga- 
tion relating  to  the  Plantations,  &CV  Which  Bond  or  Bonds  of  the 
like  Tenor  we  presume  our  Governor  may  have  entered  into  before 
he  receiv'd  the  Royal  Approbation,  and  yet  our  late  Governor  c;eems 
clearly  in  his  Reasonings  with  former  Assemblies  to  have  ac- 
knowledged he  thought  himself  at  Liberty  to  pass  Acts  of  the 
Tenor  of  our  present  Bill  for  granting  Money  for  the  King' :  Use, 
and  never  offered  a  suspending  Clause,  notwithstanding  his  iionds 
to  the  Crown ;  But  whether  he  might  or  might  not  be  safe  in  pass-- 
ing  a  Bill  of  the  kind  mentioned  in  his  State  of  the  Case  could 
regard  himself  only,  and  does,  by  no  means,  determine  the  Bights 
we  claim  under  the  Royal  Charter.  And  we  have  the  Pleasure  to 
assure  the  Governor  we  have  been  credibly  informed  that  the  Board 
of  Trade  about  a  Year  ago  stated  a  Question  to  the  Attorney  and 
Sollicitor  General  with  Respect  to  the  Validity  of  this  Instruction, 
of  a  Suspending  Clause  over  Governments  claiming  particular  Eights 
by  Charter,  to  which  they  have  not  yet  given  any  Answer  that  we 
can  learn.  And  we  know  that  notwithstanding  two  Bills  extending 
the  Royal  Instructions  over  Councils  and  Assemblies  in  America  had 
been  attempted  in  Parliament  without  Success,  and  a  third  Bill  was 
brought  in  with  the  same  Clause,  yet  it  could  not  obtain  a  Passage 
there.  And  we  are  informed  that  a  noble  Friend  to  Liberty  and 
the  Rights  of  the  British  Subjects,  a  Member  of  that  House,  ex-. 
posed  this  third  attempt  so  fully  upon  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  that  the  Clauses  on  this  Head  objected  to  were  Dropt  wi'.hout 
Division  in  the  Committee;  And  untill  such  Acts  of  Parliament 
shall  be  obtained,  which  we  have  good  Reason  to  hope  will  never 
be  imposed  upon  us.  the  Governor  must  agree  with  us  that  it  is  our 
Duty  to  Defend  the  Rights  and  Privileges  we  enjoy  under  the  Uoyal 
Charter. 

"As  in  the  present  Case  we  are  not  bound  by  any  Ac's  of 
.Parliament,  and  are  certainly  clear  of  the  Act  limitting  the  Eastern 
Colonies,  both  as  to  the  Force  and  the  Intention  of  it,  we  hope  the 
Governor,  from  his  known  Abilities  and  Good  Will  to  the  Prosperity 
of  this  Province  will  immediately  discern  the  Difference  between 
this  Bill  and  Act  of  Assembly  creating  Bills  of  Credit  on  Common 
and  Ordinary  Occasions.  What  Force  R,oyal  Instructions  may  have 
on  Bills  of  Credit  passed  on  Common  and  Ordinary  Occasions  is 
not  immediately  before  us,  and  may  be  considered  at  a  proper  Time; 
But  we  hope  the  Governor,  notwithstanding  any  Penal  Bond  he 
may  have  entered  into,  will,  on  Reflection,  think  himself  at  Liberty 
and  find  it  consistent  with  his  Safety  and  Honour  to  give  his  Assent 
to  this  Bill,  which  may  at  this  Time  be  of  such  great  Service  to 
the  British  Interest  in  America. 

"But  if  we  should  unhappily  still  differ  in  Opinion,  notwith- 
standing these  Reasons  and  such  as  have  been  offered  by  our  former 
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Assemblies,  we  must  be  obliged  as  our  last  resource  to  apply  to  the 
Crown  for  Redress,  or  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  or  our  Proprietaries 
as  the  Case  may  require,  in  which  we  doubt  not  the  Governor  will 
favour  us  with  his  Assistance.  And  in  order  to  furnish  ourselves 
with  every  Thing  necessary  for  our  own  Vindication,  and  that  this 
Case  may  appear  in  its  full  Light,  we  entreat  the  Governor  will  be 
pleased  to  inform  us  whether  the  Royal  Instruction  is  the  only  Im- 
pediment, or  whether  he  has  any  further  Instructions  from  our 
Proprietaries  which  influence  him  in  refusing  his  Assent  to  our 
Bill?  And  if  he  has  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  lay  those  Instruc- 
tions before  us  for  our  Consideration. 

"ISAAC  NORRLS,  Speaker." 

The  Governor  likewise  laid  before  the  Council  the  Assembly's 
Answer  to  his  Message  of  the  19th  Instant  accompanying  Sir  Thomas 
Robinson's  Letter : 
41  May  it  please  the  Governor — 

"The  undoubted  Proofs  His  Majesty  has  ever  given  of  his  gra- 
cious and  Paternal  Affection  for  all  his  Subjects,  however  distant 
from  his  Royal  Presence,  and  the  fresh  Marks  we  have  now  before 
us  of  His  Gare  and  Regard  for  the  Welfare  and  Security  of  His 
Subjects  in  North  America,  excite  in  us  the  warmest  Returns  of 
Duty  and  Gratitude,  and  we  hope  we  have,  fully  testified  that  we 
have  nothing  more  at  Heart  in  all  our  Deliberations  than  to  answer 
the  Reasonable  Expectations  of  the  Crown  from  this  young  but  loyal 
Colony.  We  have  chearfully  passed  a  Bill  for  granting  Twenty 
Thousand  Pounds  for  the  King's  use,  which  now  lies  before  the 
Governor  for  his  Approbation,  and  we  hope  will  answer  all  the  pur- 
poses recommended  to  his  Care  by  Sir  Thomas  Robinson's  Letter  of 
the  '26th  of  October  last.  And  as  we  cannot  presume  the  Military 
Officers  will  or  ought  to  have  any  Power  of  impressing  Tradesmen 
within  this  Province,  so  we  think  the  other  Parts  of  the  Governor's 
Message  of  the  nineteenth  Instant,  which  relate  to  the  Mode  of 
settling  the  Value  of  such  seizures  or  other  Injuries  private  Persons 
shall  hereafter  receive,  may  remain  under  our  Consideration  without 
any  considerable  Inconvenience. 

"  ISAAC  NORRIS,  Speaker." 

The  Council  went  into  the  Consideration  of  the  said  Messages, 
and  upon  what  was  said  by  the  several  Members  the  Governor  drew 
up  the  following  Message,  which  was  approved  and  sent  it  to  the 
House  by  the  Secretary  : 
"  Gentlemen —  * 

"  When  your  Bill  for  striking  Twenty  Thousand  Pounds,  &c*-» 
was  before  me,  I  duly  considered  the  dangerous  Circumstances  in 
which  the  Province  was  involved  and  the  absolute  Necessity  of 
speedy  Measures  to  remove  the  French  from  their  Encroachments, 
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and  this  induced  me  instead  of  adding  a  Clause  to  suspend  the  Force 
of  the  Act  till  his  Majesty's  Pleasure  could  be  known  to  send  it 
hack  to  you  that  you  might  frame  such  an  one  as  I  was  at  Liberty 
to  give  my  consent  to,  and  at  the  same  time  to  signify  to  you  that  I 
would  agree  to  the  striking  any  Sum  the  present  Emergency  might 
require,  provided  Funds  were  established  for  sinking  the  same  in 
Five  Years,  that  being  the  Term  prescribed  by  an  Act  of  Parliament 
for  regulating  Paper  Money  in  the  Eastern  Governments,  and  I 
thought  the  Reason  of  that  Act  extended  here  though  the  Force  of 
it  did  not,  and  I  hoped  that  I  should  be  excused  if  I  so  far  relaxed 
the  Instruction  upon  the  present  Occasion  as  to  act  agreeable  to  the 
Rule  laid  down  by  Parliament  for  the  neighbouring  Governments, 
and  I  am  sorry  for  the  sake  of  the  Public  to  find  by  your  Message 
that  you  have  so  far  misapprehended  me  as  to  conceive  that  I  in- 
tend to  insist  upon  the  suspending  Clause  in  this  dangerous  situa- 
tion of  Affairs,  which  the  Words  of  my  Message  do  in  no  wise  im- 
port, and  that  upon  the  whole  you  refuse  to  accede  to  the  reasonable 
Measures  I  proposed. 

"  The  Case  stated  for  Sir  Dudley  Rider's  Opinion  was  drawn  up 
with  Intention  to  know  how  far  that  Instruction  was  binding  upon 
the  Lieutenant  Governor  for  the  Time  being,  and  not  whether  Coll. 
Thomas  had  acted  right  or  wrong  in  passing  an  Act  for  striking 
Five  Thousand  Pounds  with  a  suspending  Clause,  to  which  the  Case 
stated  neither  could  nor  ought  to  have  any  Reference. 

"  It  does  not  appear  to  me  that  the  Opinion  only  regards  common 
and  ordinary  Emissions ;  the  Instruction  itself  you  are  sensible  is 
very  general,  and  that  all  the  late  Assemblie's  Objections  are  placed 
in  the  fairest  and  strongest  Light  in  the  State  of  the  Case.  Colonel 
Thomas'  Conduct  is  no  Rule  to  me,  nor  will  mine  be  for  any  one 
that  may  succeed  me,  and  if  we  judge  from  his  not  transmitting 
that  Act  to  England  we  may  presume  that  he  did  not  look  upon  that 
Particular  as  the  most  recommendatory  Part  of  his  Administration. 
It  is  true  he  never  was  censured  for  it,  and  indeed  how  could  he, 
as  the  Transaction  was  never  made  known  to  His  Majesty  or  His 
Ministers;  And  he  now  enjoys  a  considerable  Trust  under  the 
Crown.  But  you  must  be  convinced  that  what  principally  recom- 
mended him  to  His  Majesty's  Favour  was  the  warm  Zeal  he  dis- 
covered for  his  Majesty's  Service,  a  ready  Obedience  to  his  lawful 
Commands,  and  an  hearty  Inclination  to  promote  the  Publick  Ser- 
vice by  annoying  His  Majesty's  Enemies  and  endeavouring  to  pro- 
vide for  the  Defence  of  that  Part  of  His  Majesty's  Dominions  then 
under  his  immediate  Direction. 

"  As  the  Fact  you  mention  relating  to  the  Case  laid  up  by  the 
Lords  of  Trade  before  the  Attorney  and  Sollici tor-General  is  not  of 
Public  Notoriety  it  is  quite  unknown  to  me ;  but  should  it  be  as 
you  say,  whenever  they  shall  report  their  Opinion  and  His  Majesty 
shall  think  fit  to  issue  different  Instructions,  I  shall  endeavour  to 
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pay  the  proper  Obedience  to  them ;  but  while  this  Matter  is  only 
under  the  Consideration  of  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  if 
in  Truth  it  be  so,  I  do  not  see  that  I  can  take  any  Notice  of  it. 

"  The  Debates  in  Parliament,  or  whatever  any  noble  Member  was 
pleased  to  say  on  that  occasion,  have  I  think  little  Connection  with 
the  Matter  now  before  us.  But  you  will  please  to  remember  that 
though  the  Parliament  did  not  agree  to  give  a  general  Sanction  to 
all  Instructions  from  His  Majesty,  yet  this  in  particular  was  the 
Result  of  the  Humble  Address  of  both  Houses  to  his  Majesty  for 
that  Purpose,  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  they  will  Support  their 
own  Act  if  it  should  ever  come  before  them. 

"I  must  join  with  you  in  Opinion  that  the  only  Method  to  have 
the  Validity  and  Force  of  that  Instruction  finally  and  authoritatively 
determined  is  by  an  Application  to  His  Majesty,  who  can  if  He 
pleases  withdraw  or  Suspend  the  Force  of  it  for  any  Time  he  thinks 
proper;  and  I  will,  as  I  think  it  my  Duty  at  all  Times,  but  more 
especially  so  at  present,  lay  before  His  Majesty's  Ministers  this 
whole  Affair,  to  whom  you  are  at  Liberty  and  I  am  desirous  you 
should  apply.  But  while  that  Matter  rests  before  his  Majesty  for 
his  Determination,  which  cannot  be  immediately  had,  let  us  exert 
ourselves  against  the  French  Invaders  who  have  already  possessed 
themselves  of  great  part  of  this  Province,  and  not  leave  them  at 
Liberty  to  make  further  Encroachments,  and  their  Savage  Allies 
to  make  what  Incursions  and  commit  what  Cruelties  they  please. 

11  As  I  was  in  a  great  Measure  a  Stranger  to  your  Constitution 
and  so  highly  to  be  entrusted  by  the  Proprietaries,  it  seemed  quite 
necessary  that  I  should  receive  Instructions  from  them — all  which 
are  so  perfectly  calculated  to  promote  and  Secure  the  Prosperity  and 
real  Happiness  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Country,  and  so  reasonable 
in  themselves  that  I  can  safely  assure  you  that  nothing  is  required 
of  me  by  them  that  I  should  not  think  it  my  Duty  to  do  if  they 
had  never  been  given  me. 

"And  though  I  think  it  not  quite  decent  and  I  believe  unprece- 
dented for  a  Governor  to  be  called  upon  for  a  sight  of  his  Instruc- 
tions, yet  I  shall  communicate  them  to  the  House  whenever  the 
Public  Service  shall  require  it;  and  accordingly  I  take  this  oppor- 
tunity to  acquaint  you  that  I  have'it  among  other  Things  in  Charge 
from  the  Proprietaries  to  recommend  to  you  in  the  most  pressing 
Manner  to  provide  at  this  Time  for  the  Defence  and  Safety  of  the 
Province,  not  only  by  affording  such  Aids  as  His  Majesty  from  Time 
to  Time  may  require,  but  by  establishing  a  regular  Militia  within 
this  Province,  and  providing  Arms  and  Stores  of  War,  and  building 
proper  Magazines  in  the  most  convenient  places.  All  these  Things 
they  desire  may  be  done  in  such  Manner  as  to  be  least  burthen- 
some  to  the  Inhabitants,  aud  particularly  so  as  not  to  oblige  any 
Persons  to  bear  Arms  who  are  or  may  be  conscientiously  scrupu- 
lous against  it. 
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"  This,  Gentlemen,  in  Pursuance  of  my  Instructions  from  the 
Proprietaries,  I  now  earnestly  recqmmend  to  you  to  do  with  all 
imaginable  Dispatch,  as  this  Province  never  was  in  more  imminent 
Danger  than  it  is  at  present,  having,  as  you  know,  a  very  large 
Body  of  French  Troops  in  the  Back  Parts  of  it,  assisted  by  a  great 
Number  of  Indians  in  their  Alliance,  and  the  Government  without 
Men  acquainted  with  (Military  Discipline,  Arms,  or  Amunition. 
And  as  His  Majesty  and  His  Ministers,  as  well  as  the  Proprie- 
taries, depend  upon  me  to  give  them  true  and  e^act  Accounts  of 
the  State  and  Circumstances  of  the  Province  committed  to  my 
Gare,  I  must  desire  You  will  give  me  a  clear  and  determinate  An- 
swer to  this  Point,  that  I  may  be  able  to  lay  the  same  before  His 
Majesty  in  such  a  Manner  as  may  make  the  interposition  of  Par- 
liament entirely  unnecessary. 

u  Gentlemen :  While  I  had  your  Message  of  the  twentieth  Instant 
under  my  Consideration  and  was  preparing  the  foregoing  Answer 
to  it,  I  received  yours  of  the  Twenty-first  in'  Answer  to  mine  of  the 
Nineteenth,  accompanying  Sir  Thomas  Robinson's  Letter  of  the 
Twenty-sixth  of  October  last,  and  am  really  concerned  to  find  that 
instead  of  providing  for  the  Articles  of  Expence  recommended  to 
you  by  his  Majesty  in  a  Manner  agreable  to  His  Royal  Directions, 
you  insist  on  my  passing  the  Bill  in  the  Shape  you  have  sent  it  up, 
which  I  before  informed  you  I  could  by  no  Means  do,  as  being  con- 
trary to  His  Majesty's  Instructions;  and  now  again  assure  you 
that  I  will  not  assent  to  that  or  any  other  Bill  for  emitting  Paper 
Money,  but  upon  the  Terms  above  mentioned. 

"And  here,  Gentlemen,  I  think  it  necessary  to  say  that  there 
are  some  other  Matters  in  your  Bill  which  would  have  merited  my 
further  Oonsideration,  but  I  was  unwilling  to  mention  any  Thing 
that  might  impede  his  Majesty's  Service.  \ 

"I  cannot  but  observe  by  the  Minutes  of  Council  that  a  Dispute 
subsisted  between  you  and  the  late  Governor  upon  this  very  Head. 
for  a  considerable  time,  which  might  certainly  have  received  his 
Majesty's  Determination  had  you  applyed  for  it;  and  I  am  very 
sorry  that  such  a  Dispute  should  be  revived  in  the  very  beginning 
of  my  Administration,  and  at  a  Time  when  the  common  Safety  re- 
quires that  we  should  lay  aside  »all  other  Considerations  but  our 
present  imminent  Danger,  and  rise  up  as  one  Man  to  drive  the 
French  from  our  Borders,  and  secure  our  Country  against  their  In- 
croachments  for  the  future. 

"  Was  there  no  other  Method  for  raising  Money  for  the  present 
Service  but  that  you  have  proposed  and  insisted  upon  your  Con- 
duct might  appear  in  a  more  Favourable  Light.  But  as  you  now 
have  or  ought  to  have,  by  the  Laws  in  being,  in  Bank  between 
Fourteen  Thousand  and  Fifteen  Thousand  Pounds,  and  a  Revenue 
of  Seven  Thousand  Pounds  a  Year,  as  this  City  and  Province  are 
in  rich   and   flourishing   Circumstances,   and   as   the    People   are 
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numerous  and  burthened  with  none  or  very  trifling  Taxes,  I  cannot 
consent  to  pass  the  Bill  you  propose,  it  being  a  direct  Breach  of  a 
Royal  Instruction  intended  to  enforce  an  Act  of  Parliament  of  the 
Sixth  of  Queen  Anne,  which  you  know  has  been  shamefully  slighted 
and  disregarded  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  Provinces. 

"The  Reason  for  my  having  recommended  it  to  you  to  consider 
whether  a  Law  would  not  be  necessary,  to  settle  and  establish  the 
Wag  s  or  Hire  to  be  paid  for  such  Tradesmen's  Horses  and  Car- 
riage, as  might  be  impressed  for  his  Majesty's  Service  by  Mili- 
tary Men,  was  in  Favour  of  Liberty  and  intended  to  restrain  them 
from  impressing  Freeholders,  and  to  prevent  disputes  between  the 
Own< -i  s  of  Carriages  and  other  Necessaries;  and  that  if  the  Exigency 
of  Affairs  should  render  it  necessary  to  impress  any,  it  might  be 
only  single  Men  and  such  as  have  no  Habitations  or  Settlements 
among  us,  whose  Service  may  be  wanted  in  the  Course  of  this  Ex- 
pedit  in. 

"Upon  the  whole  you  will  consider,  Gentlemen,  in  what  Light 
you  t  11  appear  to  his  Majesty  and  a  British  Parliament,  who  are 
exper  ling  great  Sums  of  Money  for  the  Defence  of  these  Colonies. 
while  you,  the  very  Province  most  concerned,  as  being  invaded, 
instead  of  contributing  towards  your  own  Defence  are  entering  into 
an  ill  timed  Controversy  concerning  the  Validity  of  Royal  Instruc- 
tions, which  might  have  been  determined  long  ago,  and  may  be 
delay  1  to  a  more  convenient  Time  without  any  the  least  Injury  to 
the  Rights  of  the  People. 

"Let  me,  therefore,  Gentlemen,  once  more  recommend  the 
present  unhappy  Circumstances  of  this  Country  to  your  most 
Serious  Consideration,  and  entreat  you  to  lay  aside  (for  the  present 
at  least)  every  Thing  that  may  admit  of  any  Dispute,  and  enter 
Heariily  into  such  Measures  as  may  best  answer  the  Publick 
Expectations  and  assist  His  Majesty  in  the  Measures  he 'has  con- 
certed and  is  carrying  into  Execution  for  the  Preservation  of  this 
Country. 

«  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 

"December  24,  1754." 

The  Bill  not  being  sent  to  the  House  with  the  Message,  two 
members  came  to  desire  the  Governor  to  return  it,  which  he  did 
by  them. 

The  Governor  laid  before  the  Council  several  Letters  sent  to  Con- 
rad Weiser. 

The  Governor  whilst  in  Council  received  a  Message,  accompanied 
with  i  Belt,  from  John  Shickcalamy,  relating  to  the  Design  of  the 
Connecticut  People,  which  was  read,  and  the  Governor  and  Council 
judging  this  a  favourable  opportunity  to  send  a  Message  on  this 
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Subject  to  the  Six  Nations  by  Scarroyady,  the  Indians  were  sent 
and  the  following  Speech  was  made  to  them  : 

A  Speech  delivered  to  Scarrooyady  by  the  Governor  relating  to  the 
Connecticut  People. 

u  Brother : 

"  I  have  an  Affair  to  communicate  to  you  that  is  likely  to  Occa- 
sion great  Disorder  in  this  Province.     Pray  hear  attentively  what  I 
shall  say. 
"Brother: 

"  This  Belt  was  sent  to  me  by  John  Shickcalamy,  your  Kelation 
and  Friend  at  Shamokin.     Hear  what  he  says  to  us  : 

"  '  Brother  Onas — 

"  '  When  the  great  Treaty  was  held  at  Albany  this  Summer  the 
Six  Nations  in  their  Council  appointed  me  to  the  Care  of  the  Lands 
at  Wayoming  and  the  North  of  the  Western, Branch  which  they 
keep  for  the  use  of  the  Indians  who  are  daily  flocking  there  from 
all  Parts,  and  acquainted  the  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania  in 
the  Presence  of  all  the  People  that  I,  John  .Shickcalamy,  was  their 
Agent,  that  they  put  those  Lands  into  my  Hands,  And  that  no 
White  Men  should  come  and  settle  there,  and  ordered  me  if  they 
did  to  complain  to  this  Government  and  to  get  them  punish5 d  and 
turn'd  off. 

«  t  In  Virtue  of  this  Appointment  and  Order  of  the  Six  Nations 
I,  John  Shickcalamy,  by  this  Belt  complain  to  Onas  that  some 
Foreigners  and  Strangers  who  live  on  the  other  side  of  New  York 
and  have  nothing  to  do  in  these  Parts,  are  coming  like  Flocks  of 
Birds  to  disturb  me  and  settle  those  Lands,  and  I  am  told  that  they 
have  bought  those  Lands  of  the  Six  Nations  since  I  left  Albany, 
and  that  I  have  nothing  further  to  do  with  them.  I  desire  you  to 
send  to  these  People  not  to  come,  and  if  you  do  not  prevent  it  I 
shall  be  oblig'd  to  complain  to  the  Six  Nations.' 
"  Brother  : 

"  This  is  what  John  Shickalamy  says  himself  by  this  Belt.  Now 
hear  what  we  say,  and  we  give  you  another  Belt  to  lie  to  John 
Shickalamy' s  Belt,  and  we  desire  they  may  both  go  together  to  the 
Six  Nations  and  that  you  will  bring  us  their  Answer.  We  give  you 
this  String  for  the  Purpose,  and  desire  you  to  be  Messenger  for 
John  Shickcalamy  and  Us  on  this  Occasion. 
"  Brother: 

"  What  John  Shickcalamy  has  told  us  we  believe  to  be  true,  for 
agreeable  to  his  Request  sent  by  Conrad  Weiser  I  dispatch'd  away 
a  Messenger  to  the  Place  where  these  People  live,  which  is  on  the 
other  side  of  New  York,  to  enquire  into  the  Truth  of  what  John 
Shickcalamy  says,  and  to  desire  of  the  Government  under  which 
these  Strangers  live  to  prevent  their  Coming. 
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"  And  this  Messenger  is  returned  from  their  Governor  and  has 
brought  Us  his  Answer,  viz*"  that  several  of  their  People  dc  ign  to 
go  over  Susquehannah  in  the  Spring  to  settle  the  Wayoming  uands, 
And  that  they  say  they  have  bought  them  and  all  the  Land  West 
of  them  as  far  as  the  Ohio  of  the  Indians  since  the  Treaty  at  A  ibany. 
And  that  the  Lands  are  theirs,  but  their  own  Governor  disowns 
them,  blames  them,  and  will  lay  their  Proceedings  before  his  Wise 
Men. 
"  Brother : 

"If  the  Indians  have  sold  those  Lands  to  these  People  You  must 
be  sensible  it  is  a  Breach  of  Faith  with  this  Government,  to  whom 
they  lye  under  the  most  solemn  Engagements  and  with  whom  they 
have  in  all  their  Treaties  and  by  two  Deeds  agreed  to  sell  to  no- 
body but  the  Proprietors  any  Lands  within  this  Province,  And  no 
longer  since  than  July  last  desired  to  exclude  out  of  the  then  Sale- 
that  they  made  these  very  Lands,  because  they  were  the  fittest  for 
their  Indians,  and  we  agreed  that  this  was  a  good  Ileason  not  to 
part  with  them  then.  They  likewise  mentioned  the  foolish  Design 
of  the  New  England  People,  but  said  they  would  have  nothing  to 
do  with  them,  and  in  Council  refused  to  hear  them  as  they  told  Us. 
They  were  then  likewise  made  acquainted  that  these  Lands  lye  in 
the  Center  of  Pennsylvania. 
"  Brother : 

"  Enquire  into  this  Affair  and  set  it  right.  Tell  them  it  is  their 
doing  not  ours,  if  John  Shickcalamy  is  disturbed;  and  be  sure 
speak  to  them  to  do  Justice  to  themselves  and  to  Us  who  have  never 
hurt  them  or  deceived  them.  This  Deed  of  theirs,  if  it  be  true,  will 
breed  a  great  Confusion.  They  and  We  will  be  put  to  the  Trouble 
of  driving  away  these  People  if  they  come,  and  I  do  not  Know  but 
it  may  Occasion  a  War  between  your  People  and  these  Strangers 
and  hinder  Us  from  fighting  the  French. 

Scarroyady,  after  taking  a  little  time  to  think,  told  the  Governor 
that  he  had  heard  of  this  Affair  j  said  that  Lydius  was  a  Vile  Man 
and  had  imposed  on  private  Indians,  either  making  them  drunk  or 
giving  them  Money,  and  then  desiring  them  to  sign  seperately  and 
privately  without  letting  them  know  what  it  was,  which  any  Indian 
would  do  for  the  sake  of  drink  or  Money.  But  all  this  would  sig- 
nifie  nothing  when  it  came  to  be  considered  by  the  Indians  in  Coun- 
cil at  Onondago,  before  whom  he  would  lay  it,  and  for  that  Purpose 
he  would  add  a  Belt  of  his  own  to  John  Shikalamy's  Belt,  and  in 
both  Names  speak  to  them  to  break  this  Deed  to  Pieces  as  incon- 
sistent with  the  Treaties  and  Promises  they  made  at  Albany. 
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MEMORANDUM. 

The  Governor  received  the  following  Letter  from  Mr.  Croghan  : 

"  December  23,  1754. 
H  May  it  please  your  Honour : 

"  I  received  your  Favour  two  days  ago  by  my  Express,  with  the 
Ballance  of  my  Accounts  and  Fifty  Pounds  for  my  past  Services, 
for  wL;  h  I  return  your  Honour  my  hearty  Thanks;  and  the 
Hundred  Pounds  for  the  use  of  the  Indians  I  will  lay  out  to  the 
best  Advantage  in  my  Power,  and  render  your  Honour  a  particular 
Account  when  laid  out, 

"Scnrrooyady  was  set  off  before  the  Express  arrived  and  by  the 
Way  of  Philadelphia,  so  that  I  had  no  oppertunity  of  delivering 
the  Bet  sent  by  your  Honour,  but  I  hope  your  Honour  has  had  the 
pleasu re  of  seeing  him  before  now.  By  the  Advice  of  the  Chiefs 
of  the  Six  Nations  here  I  have  delivered  the  Belt  to  the  Deputies  of 
the  Sh-iwonese  and  Delawares  who  was  waiting  here  for  news  from 
your  Honour,  with  a  Speech  from  your  Honour  giving  them  an  In- 
vitation for  the  Chiefs  of  both  their  Tribes  to  meet  your  Honour 
and  the  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  in  Philadelphia  early  next  Spring, 
which  Proceeding  I  hope  your  Honour  will  approve  of. 

"  I  delivered  the  two  Strings  one  to  the  Men  and  one  to  the 
Women,  and  made  an  Apology  for  your  Honour's  not  sending  them 
Cloathing  at  this  time  as  no  Waggons  can  travel  this  Season  of  the 
Year.  I  likewise  conferr'd  with  them  on  Account  of  their  Removal 
from  here.  I  believe  they  would  be  well  pleased  to  move  to  the 
Inhabitants,  but  as  Scarrooyady  left  it  in  Charge  with  them  when 
he  set  off  for  not  one  of  them  to  go  from  here  till  he  return'd,  they 
say  they  can  give  your  Honour  no  Answer  till  he  comes  back. 

"As  to  moveing  the  Indians  to  the  Mouth  of  Juniata,  I  think 
it  a  very  improper  Place  for  this  Reason  :  it  is  settled  with  a  Set  of 
White  Men  that  make  their  Living  by  trading  with  the  Indians  that 
is  settled  on  the  River  Susquehanna  and  sells  them  little  else  but 
Spirits,  so  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  keep  those  Indians  from 
spending  all  their  Cloathing  and  then  they  would  be  forever  teazing 
your  Honour  for  Goods.  Indeed  it  is  my  Opinion  that  were  they 
to  live  in  any  part  of  the  Inhabitance,  it  would  be  attended  with 
bad  Consequences,  as  there  is  no  keeping  them  from  being  inflam'd 
with  Liquors  if  they  can  get  at  it,  cost  what  it  will,  besides  it  is 
dangerous  for  fear  of  their  getting  Sickness,  then  they  would  say 
the  White  People  killed  them,  and  while  they  stay  here  they  are  a 
Defence  to  the  Back  Inhabitants  which  I  think  lays  very  open  to 
the  Enemy,  and  I  think  if  the  Government  intends  to  build  any 
Fortifications  for  the  Security  of  the  back  Inhabitants,  that  this 
Place,  or  some  where  hereabouts  is  the  properest  Place.  .  I  hope 
your  Honour  will  not  think  I  recommend  this    Place  above  any 
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other  on  Account  of  any  Profits  arising  to  myself  from  the  Car- 
riage of  their  Provisions,  for  I  assure  your  Honour  I  prefer  the 
publick  Interest  before  my  own  private  Interest,  and  as  they  can 
give  your  Honour  no  Answer  about  removing  till  Scarrooyady 
comes  back,  I  will  make  a  present  of  the  Carriage  of  my  Horses  to 
the  Government  till  that  time.  I  am  very  sensible  their  Provision 
has  been  very  Expensive  to  the  Government  hitherto;  the  Reason 
of  that  was  there  was  no  Indian  Corn  to  be  purchased  till  late,  but 
ever  since  my  Express  went  down  I  feed  them  with  Indian  Corn 
and  give  them  Flour  but  two  days  in  a  Week,  and  they  are  well 
contented  with  that  so  that  the  Expence  of  one  Month  before  now 
will  maintain  two  in  this  Manner,  and  the  sooner  a  Quantity  of 
Corn  and  some  Wheat  is  purchased  for  their  Supply  in  the  Spring 
the  better,  as  Grain  is  Rising  its  Price  on  Account  of  the  Call  for 
it  at  the  Camp  in  Virginia;  as  to  my  own  Services  I  leave  it  en- 
tirely to  your  Honour  and  the  Assembly  to  judge  what  my  Services 
will  be  worth. 

"  Some  days  ago  came  here  two  Indians  from  Onondago  with  some 
Speeches  from  the'  Council  to  take  these  home  there,  and  says  that 
Council  intends  to  draw  all  their  Allies  from  the  Ohio  home  to  the 
Six  Nation  Country.  They  say  the  Chief  of  that  Council  is  now 
at  Canada  at  Council,  and  that  they  are  to  bring  three  Priests  home 
with  them,  which  I  think  looks  as  if  the  Onondago  Council  were  in 
the  French  Interest  or  a  good  part  of  them ;  their  endeavouring  to 
take  their  People  from  the  Ohio  home  looks  as  if  they  intended  to 
leave  that  Country  intirely  to  the  French  and  their  Indians.  But 
I  submit  those  Suspicions  of  mine  to  your  Honour's  better  Judg- 
ment. 

"  Six  days  ago  there  came  to  the  Virginia  Camp  15  French  In- 
dians, part  of  6  Tribes,  all  which  Tribes  we  are  sensible  are  in  the 
French  Interest.  Mr.  Trent  came  here  Yesterday  for  some  of  those 
Indians  to  talk  with  them  and  know  their  Business,  who  sets  offto- 
Morrow  with  five  Indians.  At  the  return  of  those  Indians  I  will 
write  your  Honour  what  their  Business  was  there.  This  is  all  the 
News  I  have  heard  worth  your  Honour's  Notice  since  I  wrote  last. 
"  I  am  Your  Honour's  most  Humble  &  Obedf-  Serv' 

"  GEO.  CROGHAN. 

"P-  S. — As  to  the  Indians  Hunting  here  I  assure  your  Honour 
they  have  not  kill'd  100  Deer  this  Fall;  nor  will  they  go  out  a 
Hunting  for  fear  of  the  Enemy,  but  are  always  on  the  Watch. 

"  And  in  Answer  returns  him  Thanks  for  the  Invitation  given  the 
Shawanese  and  Delawares  to  come  here  in  the  Spring,  and  desires 
that  nothing  might  be  omitted  being  said  to  or  done  for  them  or  the 
Twigh twees  and  Owendats;  &  that  he  would  employ  the  largo 
Quantity  of  Wampum  sent  him  to  give  to  Scarrooyady  in  Messages 
to  the  Indians  on  the  Ohio  as  he  should  judge  it  necessary." 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Wednesday  1st  January,  1755. 
present  : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esqr.,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  Robert  Strettell, ") 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  Joseph  Turner,    V  Esquires. 

William  Logan,  Richard  Peters,   ) 

The  Governor  laid  before  the  Council  a  Message  he  had  received 
on  the  26  December  from  the  House,  desiring  him  to  communicate 
the  Proprietary  Instructions  to  them,  and  likewise  a  Message  which 
he  had  sent  them  yesterday  in  reply  thereto ;  which  were  both  read 
in  these  Words : 
"  May  it  please  the  Governor — 

"  Before  we  enter  into  the  Consideration  of  the  other  Parts  of  the 
Governor's  Message  of  the  24th  Instant  we  must  ackowledge  our- 
selves engaged  to  return  him  our  hearty  Thanks  for  informing  us 
that  t  as  he  was  in  a  great  Measure  a  Stranger  to  our  Constitution, 
and  to  be  so  highly  entrusted  by  the  Proprietaries,  it  seemed  quite 
necessary  that  he  should  receive  Instructions  from  them.  And 
notwithstanding  he  may  think  it  not  quite  decent,  or  may  believe  it 
unprecedented  for  a  Governor  to  be  called  upon  for  a  Sight  of  his 
Instructions,  yet  he  will  communicate  them  to  the  House  whenever 
the  publick  Service  shall  require  it.' 

"  And  in  return  to  this  Candid  Declaration  and  the  Assurance  he 
is  pleased  to  give  us,  as  well  as  the  ready  furnishing  us  with  other 
Parts  of  those  Instructions,  we  beg  Leave  to  inform  the  Governor 
that  we  not  only  apprehend  it  the  undoubted  Right  of  a  British 
Parliament  to  address  the  Crown  for  such  Information  as  they  judge 
absolutely  necessary  to  their  Deliberations,  but  also  that  the  Pro- 
prietary Instructions  to  our  former  Governors  have  been  repeatedly 
laid  before  the  Assemblys  of  this  Province. 

"  We  find  a  saving  Clause  or  Restriction  in  the  Proprietaries  Com- 
mission to  Colonel  Evans  was  laid  before  the  Council  with  a  solemn 
Decision  of  that  Council,  of  which  William  Penn  the  younger  was 
the  principal  Member,  ( that  the  said  saving  Clause  was  void  in 
itself/  •  And  this  Decesion  with  other  Proprietary  Instructions 
were  laid  before  the  Assembly  by  Sir  William  Keith  in  the  Year 
1724 )  whereupon  that  House  drew  up  a  Remonstrance  by  way  of 
Address  to  the  Honourable  the  Proprietary  family,  to  shew  wherein 
the  said  Instructions  were  an  Infringement  upon  the  Privileges 
granted  by  Charter  to  the  People  of  this  Province/  And  again  in 
the  Year  1738,  Colonel  Thomas  in  his  Message  to  the  Assembly  on 
a  Bill  then  lying  before  him  for  re-emitting  and  emitting  Eighty 
Thousand  Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit,  after  enumerating  among  other 
Things  such  Objections  as  arise  from  the  Act  of  Parliament  made 
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in  the  Sixth  Year  of  the  late  Queen  Anne,  <  for  ascertaining  the 
Rates  of  Foreign  Coins  in  the  Plantations  of  America/  as  well  as 
the  Letter  from  the  Lords  for  Trade  and  Plantation  to  Governor 
Gordon  his  immediate  Predecessor,  declares  with  great  Candour 
c  that  the  then  Assembly  might  see  that  he  did  not  industriously 
seek  for  Arguments  to  disappoint  them  of  a  Bill  they  had  so  much 
at  Heart,  he  sent  them  a  Copy  of  the  Proprietaries  Instructions  to 
him  on  that  Head/  And  the  said  Instruction  appears  upon  our 
Minutes  of  that  Year. 

"  This  Instance  of  Colonel  Thomas's  Justice  and  Sincerity  to- 
wards the  Representatives  of  the  Province  at  that  Time  produced 
the  desired  Effect,  as  we  hope  it  alway  may  hereafter  in  like  Cases. 
And  accordingly  we  find  after  several  Messages,  and  conferring  with 
the  then  Governor  on  that  Head,  he  passed  the  Bill  which  has  finally 
received  the  Royal  Approbation,  and  gives  the  Sanction  to  the  Paper 
Currency  now  passing  among  us. 

"We,  therefore,  under  these  Considerations,  and  for  that  we  are 
of  Opinion  those  Proprietary  Instructions  which  the  Governor  is 
pleased  to  inform  us  our  Proprietaries  gave  him  on  their  appointing 
and  entrusting  him  with  this  Government,  are  the  principal  if  not 
the  Sole  Obstructions  to  the  passing  our  Bill  for  granting  Twenty 
Thousand  Pounds  for  the  King's  Use  ;  and  also  for  that  whatever 
Bills  we  might  prepare  for  this  or  any  other  Purpose,  after  all  the 
Expence  to  the  Country  and  after  all  our  Pains  in  framing  them, 
would  be  liable  to  the  same  Difficulties  unless  we  could  kuow  what 
those  Proprietary  Instructions  are.  We  say,  under  these  Consider- 
ations, and  from  the  Regard  our  Governor  is  pleased  to  express  for 
our  Charter  and  our  Liberties,  we  earnestly  request  he  would  now 
candidly  communicate  those  Instructions  to  us  as  the  Time  when 
'the  Publick  Service  requires  it' in  the  most  particular  Manner. 
For  as  we  are  now  under  an  absolute  necessity  of  addressing  the 
Crown  in  Support  of  our  Civil  and  Religious  Liberties,  in  which 
we  have  the  Pleasure  of  the  Governor's  Concurrence,  and  indeed  his 
Desire  that  we  should  apply  to  his  Majesty  on  this  Occasion,  we 
must  in  Justice  to  ourselves  and  in  discharge  of  the  Duty  we  owe 
to  those  We  represent,  make  those  Proprietary  Instructions  aud  the 
Force  and  Validity  of  them  the  great  End  of  our  humble  Petition 
to  the  Crown  at  this  Time,  unless  the  Governor  shall  be  pleased  to 
convince  us  to  the  contrary. 

"  ISAAC  NORRIS,  Speaker." 


The  Governor's  Answer  to  the  foregoing  Message. 
M  Gentlemen : 

"  In  Answer  to  your  Message  of  the  twenty-Sixth  Instant   I 
think  it  necessary  to  observe,  that  though  the  House  of  Commons 
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have  certainly  a  Right  to  address  the  Crown  for  Information,  and 
tho'  former  Governors  of  this  Province,  when  they  thought  it 
necessary,  have  laid  particular  Instructions  before  the  Assemblys, 
yet  it  does  not  from  thence  appear  that  you  have  a  Right  to  have 
all  the  Governor's  Instructions  laid  before  whenever  you  think 
proper  to  demand  them;  and  I  am  still  of  Opinion  that  your  Appli- 
cation for  that  Purpose  is  irregular  and  unprecedented. 

"  It  is  certainly  true  that  I  have  Proprietary  Instructions,  as  1 
am  informed  all  Governors  from  the  first  Settlement  of  the  Pro- 
vince have  constantly  had,  and  indeed  it  could  not  be  otherwise 
seeing  the  Proprietaries  are  answerable  for  the  Conduct  and  bound 
by  the  Acts  of  their  Governors.  But  I  cannot  think  it  at  this 
Time  for  His  Majesty's  Service  or  the  Interest  of  this  Province  to 
communicate  them  to  you  further  than  I  have  already  done,  especially 
as  you  claim  it  as  a  Right,  and  seem  industriously  to  seek  for  these 
Instructions  as  a  fresh  Matter  to  dispute  upon,  when  the  Publick 
Service  requires  that  you  should  be  otherwise  employed;  and  as 
you  express  so  great  a  Dislike  to  Proprietary  Instructions,  that  in 
the  very  Message  wherein  You  desire  they  may  be  communicated 
to  you  You  declare  you  intend  to  make  the  Force  and  Validity  of 
them  the  great  End  of  your  Petition  to  the  Crown,  and  this  with- 
out so  much  as  knowing  what  those  Instructions  are,  further  than 
that  the  Proprietaries  earnestly  recommend  it  to  you  to  provide  for 
the  Defence  of  the  Province  in  the  Manner  mentioned  in  my  last 
Message. 

"  When  your  Bill  for  striking  Forty  Thousand  Pounds  was  before 
me  I  found  it  was  contrary  to  the  Royal  Instruction  directed  to  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  this  Province  for  the  time  being,  and  in  the 
opinion  of  Sir  Dudley  Ryder  in  Force  and  binding  upon  me ;  and 
without  any  further  Examination  I  sent  it  back  to  you  with  that 
opinion,  and  by  a  Message  informed  you  that  I  could  by  no  Means 
agree  to  it  as  it  was  contrary  to  that  Instruction,  notwithstanding 
which  you  are  pleased  to  tell  me  That  you  are  of  Opinion  the  Pro- 
prietary Instructions  are  the  principal  if  not  the  sole  Obstruction  to 
the  passing  that  Bill.  If  this  be  really  your  Opinion,  Gentlemen, 
I  should  be  glad  to  know  upon  what  Information  you  found  it,  and 
how  you  came  so  intimately  acquainted  with  my  private  Sentiments 
as  to  know  when  I  said  one  thing  I  meant  another. 

"  I  was  and  am  very  desirous  that  you  should  apply  to  the  Crown 
to  determine  the  Force  of  the  Royal  Instructions  relating  to  Paper 
Money,  as  His  Majesty  may  certainly  withdraw  the  same  whenever 
he  pleases.  But  as  I  do  not  know  or  believe  that  the  Civil  or  Reli- 
gious Liberties  of  the  People  of  this  Province  are  at  all  invaded  by 
that  Instruction,  I  could  have  no  Intention  to  consent  to  an  Appli- 
cation in  Support  of  them.  Any  Application,  therefore,  of  that 
Sort,  Gentlemen,  must  be  your  own,  in  which  I  have  not  nor  do  I 
desire  to  have  any  the  least  Concern. 
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"  An  Invasion  of  the  Civil  and  Religious  Liberty  of  a  People, 
which  are  in  their  Nature  sacred,  and  ought  to  be  so  esteemed  by 
all  Governments,  is  amongst  the  worst  of  Crimes,  and  i  greatly 
aggravated  when  done  by  One  who  is  bound  by  Duty  and  (  ath  to 
preserve  those  Blessings  and  to  protect  the  People  in  the  Enjoyment 
of  them.  His  Sacred  Majesty,  who  through  the  Course  of  i  long 
and  happy  Reign  has  studied  to  preserve  the  Rights  and  Liberties 
of  all  His  Subjects,  and  has  always  made  the  Laws  and  Cor  itution 
of  His  Kingdoms  the  Rule  and  Measure  of  His  Government,  I  am 
sure  disdains  a  Thought  of  doing  or  approving  any  Thing  that  may 
be  injurious  to  them ;  and  I  am  satisfied  a  British  Parliament  will 
never  esteem  a  Royal  Instruction,  issued  at  their  own  Request  and 
intended  to  enforce  a  good  and  wholesome  Law,  in  the  leas'  d  struc- 
tive  of  the  Civil  or  Religious  Liberties  of  any  Part  of  His  Mi  jesty's 
Subjects,  whatever  you  the  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania  may  do. 
And  it  gives  me  particular  Concern  that  you  should  purposely  enter 
into  a  Dispute  about  that  Instruction  and  choose  to  express  and 
publish  such  Sentiments  of  His  Majesty's  Government  at  a  Time 
like  this,  when  a  French  Army  are  fortifying  themselves?  in  your 
Country;  and  I  earnestly  recommend  it  to  you  to  consider  <vhether 
such  Expressions  may  not  have  a  Tendency  to  alienate  the  Affec- 
tions of  the  People  of  this  Province  from  His  Majesty's  Person  and 
Government,  ar^d  thereby  greatly  obstruct  the  Measures  he  is  taking 
at  a  vast  Expence  for  the  Preservation  and  Protection  of  His  Sub- 
jects upon  this  Continent. 

"I  have  lately  received  Intelligence  that  a  Body  of  nigh  Six 
Thousand  of  the  best  Troops  of  France,  selected  and  sent  over  upon 
this  particular  Service,  are  arrived  at  the  Lower  Fort  upon  the  Ohio, 
and  are  employed  in  fortifying  that  County.  This  must  convince 
us  that  the  Court  of  France  has  formed  some  grand  Designs  with 
regard  to  this  Continent,  and  as  they  have  made  their  first  Attack 
upon  this  Province,  without  Doubt  on  Account  of  its  being  the  most 
plentiful  and  only  defenceless  part  of  His  Majesty's  Dominions,  it 
behoves  us  in  a  particular  Manner  to  exert  ourselves  upon  the  {'resent 
Occasion.  I  must,  therefore,  Gentlemen,  once  more  intreat  you  to 
lay  aside  every  thing  that  may  admit  of  Dispute  between  us  till  a 
more  favourable  Season,  and  enter  seriously  into  the  Consid  ration 
of  the  Danger  to  which  your  Country  is  exposed,  and  not  only  grant 
the  Supplies  recommended  by  the  Crown  but  enable  me  to  raise  a 
considerable  Body  of  Men,  to  be  employed  in  Conjunction  v  ith  the 
Troops  His  Majesty  has  destined  for  this  Service,  and  by  i  Wish- 
ing a  regular  Militia  and  providing  the  necessary  Stores  of  War, 
leave  .us  no  longer  for  want  of  Discipline  an  easy  Prey  to  a  much 
weaker  Body  of  Men  than  are  now  encamped  within  a  I  days' 
March  of  this  City. 

"ROBERT  HUNTER  MOKKIS." 
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Here  follow  the  Examinations  on  which  the  Governor  founded 

his  Intelligence : 

(i  The  Examination  of  Charles  Courtenay,  a,  Deserter  from  the 
French  Camp  on  the  Ohio,  taken  before  William  Allen,  Esquire, 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Province  of  Peimsylvania,  on  Saturday  the 
Twenty- Eight  Day  of  December,  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred 
and  Fifty-Four. 

"This  Examinant  says  that  he  was  born  at  Lisle  in  Flanders,  and 
was  taken  Prisoner  by  the  French  at  Bergen  op  Zoom  and  earned 
to  Rochel,  and  there  put  on  Board  a  Vessel  going  to  Quebec,  where 
he  arrived  Four  Years  ago  and  served  in  the  Garrison;  That  at  the 
End  of  the  Summer  about  three  months  ago  Six  Men  of  War  ar- 
rived from  Old  France  at  Quebec,  each  having  had  in  her  a  Thou- 
sand Soldiers,  but  that  many  of  them  died  in  their  Passage;  That 
the  Six  Thousand  Men  were  all  Grenadiers,  picked  as  the  ablest 
men  out  of  the  best  Regiments  of  France,  and  all  taller  than  he; 
That  this  Examinant  embarked  along  with  these  Soldiers  in  Six 
Hundred  Battoes,  and  that  they  all  arrived  (except  some  who  were 
Sick,  perhaps  two  hundred,  and  were  left  at  their  upper  Forts)  at  the 
French  Fort  commanded  by  Monsieur  Contrecoeur,  on  the  Ohio; 
That  about  Eight  Weeks  ago  he  deserted  from  that  Fort,  and  be- 
lieves two  hundred  had  deserted  before  him  ;  That  the  Soldiers  after 
their  arrival  were  emplojed  in  digging  mines  in  order  to  blow  up 
the  English  on  their  Approaches  to  attack  them,  And  that  they 
talked  of  making  mines  all  about  the  Fort  to  a  great  Distance: 
That  the  French  had  heard  the  English  were  making  great  Pre- 
parations against  them,  and  that  thirty  or  forty  Vessels  were  arrived 
with  Forces  from  England;  That  there  are  numbers  of  French 
Indians  in  the  Camp  with  the  French  who  speak  French,  and  are 
extremely  attached  to  them  ;  That  the  French  say  they  will  by  Force 
compel  the  English  Indians  to  join  with  them;  That  they  offer  the 
Lands  about  the  Fort  to  the  Canadians  and  Soldiers,  and  give  Seed 
for  their  Encouragement  to  settle  there,  and  that  there  are  about  Forty 
Families  who  have  accepted  the  Terms  and  are  settling  the  Lands. 

his 
"  CHARLES  X  COURTENAY. 
Mark. 

"  Sworn  before  me, 

"  WILLIAM  ALLEN." 


u  The  Examination  of  Francis  Charles  Bouviere,  a  French  Deserter 
from  the  French  Fort  at  Niagara,  taken  before  William  Allen, 
Esquire,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  on 
Saturday  the  Twenty -Eight  Day  of  December,  in  the  Year  One 
Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Fifty- Four. 

"This  Examinant  says  that  he  was  born  at  Paris,  lived  there,  and 
was  there  pressed  into  the  French  Army  and  sent  to  Bordeaux 
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about  four  Years  ago,  and  there  put  on  Board  (with  one  hundred 
and  fifty  other  Soldiers)  a  Vessel  bound  to  Quebec,  where  they  ar- 
rived ;  That  he  served  in  the  Garrison  there  till  the  Beginning  of 
last  Winter,  when  he  embarked  along  with  Six  Hundred  Men. 
Canadians  and  Soldiers,  on  an  Expedition  against  the  English  at 
Ohio ;  That  they  staid  at  Fort  Niagara  five  or  six  Months  and  then 
early  in  the  Spring  they  marched  by  Land  to  the  Ohio,  and  de- 
scended down  that  River  to  a  Place  where  the  English  had  begun 
a  Fort  which  they  attacked  and  took,  and  then  their  Commander, 
Monsieur  Contrecoeur,  ordered  four  hundred  men,  of  which  he  was 
one,  to  return  to  Niagara,  detaining  two  hundred  men  with  him  in 
the  Fort;  That  they  arrived  at  Magara,  and  he  staid  there  about 
two  Months  and  then  deserted  along  with  three  other  Soldiers,  and 
in  the  Woods  met  with  Three  Indians  of  the  Iroquois,  who  would 
have  forced  them  to  return  to  the  Fort,  and  attempted  to  tye  them, 
on  which  they  shot  two  Indians  and  let  the  other  go  on  his  saying 
he  would  do  them  no  harm ;  That  they  travelled  fifteen  Days  in  the 
Woods,  and  then  came  to  the  English  Camp  on  Wills'  Creek ;  That 
some  little  Time  before  he  deserted  he  heard  the  Corporals  and 
Sergeants  say  three  hundred  Soldiers  were  encamped  in  their  Neigh- 
bourhood, who  were  an  advanced  Part  of  Six  Thousand  Soldiers 
arrived  from  Old  France  in  Six  Men  of  War,  all  Grenadiers  and 
chosen  Men,  picked  out  of  the  best,  Regiments  in  France;  That 
the  names  of  three  of  the  Men  of  War  were  Le  Catcn,  Le  Joseph, 
and  Le  Leopard,  The  rest  he  does  not  remember ;  That  the  men 
were  stowed  so  thick  in  the  Vessels  as  occasioned  a  Sickness  amongst 
them,  of  which  numbers  dyed;  That  he  heard  among  the  Soldiers 
in  the  Fort  at  Niagara  the  English  would  not  deliver  up  Monsieur 
La  Force,  and  that  the  King  of  France  had  sent  these  Forces  to 
recover  him  as  he  was  a  very  valiant  Soldier ;  That  they  talked  of 
destroying  Three  Nations  of  Indians,  one  of  which  was  the  Shawo- 
nese,  and  the  other  he  thinks  were  the  Miamis,  for  having  annoyed 
the  French  and  their  Indians. 

his 
"  FRANCIS  CHARLES  -|-  BOUVIERE. 
Mark. 
"  Sworn  before  me  at  Philadelphia, 

"WILL.  ALLEN." 

A  Bill  entituled  "  An  Act  for  preventing  the  Importation  of 
Germans  or  other  Passengers  or  Servants  in  too  great  Numbers  in 
any  Ship  or  Vessel,  and  for  preventing  the  spreading  of  Contagious 
Distempers  within  the  Province,"  having  been  delivered  to  the  Gov- 
ernor by  two  Members  with  a  Message  that  he  would  be  pleased  to 
concurr  with  the  House  in  enacting  it  into  a  Law,  The  same  was 
read. 

The  Governor  observed  that  several  parts  of  the  Bill  militated 
against  the  Principles  of  Humanity;  that  in  some  Instances  more 
VOL.  VI. — 15. 
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Power  were  given  to  Magistrates  than  was  consistent  with  Justice 
or  Prudence,  and  in  others  they  were  excluded  from  exercising 
Rights  inherent  in  them  by  virtue  of  their  Commissions;  and  in 
general  that  the  Bill  amounted  to  an  absolute  prohibition  of  Im- 
portation of  Germans,  which  he  thought  might  not  look  well  at  home 
nor  be  for  the  Interest  of  the  Province;  but  he  was  a  friefld  to  the 
other  parts  of  the  Bill,  and  desir'd  it  might  be  well  considered  in 
these  Respects,  and  made  agreeable  to  the  Liberty  of  the  Subject 
and  to  the  Calls  of  Hospitality  and  Humanity,  and  that  proper 
Powers  and  no  others  might  be  given  to  the  Magistrates  and  the 
Officers  concerned  in  the  Execution  of  the  Act. 

It  was  referred  to  Mr.  Strettell,  Mr.  Shoemaker,  and  Mr.  Turnery 
to  make  the  proper  Amendments.  Mr.  Shoemaker  desired  to  be 
excused  as  he  was  concerned  in  these  Importations,  and  Mr.  Peters 
was  appointed  in  his  Stead. 

A  Letter  from  George  Croghan  to  the  Secretary  of  the  5th  De- 
cember, and  another  to  the  Governor  of  the  23d,  and  one  from  John 
Harris  of  the  30th,  containing  Application  for  Necessarys  for  the 
Indians,  and  Information  that  some  of  them  were  gone  with  John 
Harris  to  the  Camp  at  Wills'  Creek,  were  read  and  sent  to  the 
House. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Friday  the  third  January, 
1755. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esqr.,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  ~\ 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  V  Esquires. 
Richard  Peters.  j 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  German  Bill  was  referred  made  a 
Report  of  the  Amendments  which  they  had  thought  proper  to  make 
to  it,  which  were  read,  and  like^se  the  Bill  itself,  and  many  of 
them  were  approved,  but  in  as  much  as  the  Difference  in  Sentiment 
from  the  House  was  very  great,  and  on  Points  which  the  Assembly 
were  extremely  fond  of,  it  was  thought  best  to  keep  the  Bill  for  some 
time  least  the  Amendments  might  add  to  the  Heat,  already  too 
great,  in  the  Assembly  on  other  matters,  and  while  this  was  under 
Consideration  a  Message  was  delivered  from  the  House  desiring  to 
know  when  they  might  expect  to  know  the  Governor's  Result  upon 
that  Bill,  and  the  Governor  told  them  that  he  had  referred  it  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Council  and  would  acquaint  the  House  with  his 
Result  as  soon  as  conveniently  he  could. 

The  two  Members  then  presented  a  Message,  consisting  of  Forty 
sides  of  Folio  Paper,  which  was  read,  and  many  Observations  were 
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made  by  the  Members  of  Council  as  well  respecting  the  matters  of 
Fact  as  the  Reasons  mentioned  therein,  and  it  was  much  lamented 
that  at  a  time  when  Agreement  was  so  absolutely  necessary  fresh 
Matter  and  fresh  Calumny  should  so  unreasonably,  so  unjustly,  and 
so  passionately  be  insisted  upon  by  the  House. 
"  Muj  it  please  the  Governor : 

"  When  we  view  the  Conduct  of  our  Predecessors  in  the  same 
important  Stations  we  have  now  the  Honour  to  bear,  and  their 
repented  Struggles  for  continuing  to  us  the  valuable  Blessings  we 
enjoy  under  our  Charters,  when  we  consider  their  constant  Acknow- 
ledgements of  the  Royal  Clemency  and  Goodness  in  granting  them 
to  us,  their  Gratitude  to  our  worthy  Founder  and  Proprietary  for 
confirming  those  Priveleges,  and  the  success  which  has  attended 
their  honest  Endeavours,  it  animates  us,  under  our  most  gracious 
King,  of  whose  paternal  Regard  and  Tenderness  over  us  we  have 
now  the  most  engaging  Instances,  to  pursue  faithfully  the  Path  they 
have  trod  before  us,  in  which  we  hope  and  have  no  Reason  to  doubt 
the  issue  of  so  just  a  Cause  whenever  it  shall  come  before  His  Ma- 
jesty or  be  made  the  Subject  of  a  Parliamentary  Enquiry.  And 
the  Governor  surely  will  likewise  consider  how  he  may  stand 
acquitted  under  such  Enquiries  when  the  Reason  of  his  present 
Conduct  shall  be  examined  into  before  such  impartial  Judges. 

"  Upon  considering  the  Governor's  Promise  that  he  would  lay 
before  us  his  Proprietary  Instructions,  so  far  as  they  regarded  our 
Bill  for  granting  Twenty  Thousand  Pounds  for  the  King's  Use,, 
*  whenever  the  Publick  Service  should  require  it,'  and  yet  on  our 
Address,  which  we  apprehend  we  have  an  undoubted  Right  to,  that 
he  would  now  lay  them  before  us,  '  as  a  Time  when  the  Publick 
Service  requires  it  in  a  particular  Manner/  his  absolute  Refusal  of 
granting  this  our  reasonable  Request,  and  likewise  upon  re-consider- 
ing the  Representation  of  the  Assembly  to  our  Proprietaries  in  1751 
and  their  Answer,  together  with  the  other  Minutes  and  Papers 
relating  thereto,  as  well  as  the  several  Arguments  of  the  last 
Assembly  with  our  late  Governor  when  a  Rill  of  the  same  Tenor  of 
our  present  Bill  lay  before  him,  we  have  come  to  the  following 
unanimous  Resolutions,  Vizf- : 

"'That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  House  that  the  late  Governor, 
who  was  we  presume  as  much  bound  by  the  Additional  Instruction 
to  Colonel  Thomas  in  1740  as  our  present  Governor  is  or  can  ber 
has  clearly  admitted  in  his  Reasonings  with  our  last  Assembly, 
'that  it  was  an  Absurdity  too  Glaring  to  suppose  that  any  Govern- 
ment would  voluntarily  tie  up  the  Hands  of  its  Subjects  from  serv- 
ing it  by  such  Means  as  they  are  able  in  Cases  of  great  Emergency  ;' 
and  that  Colonel  Thomas  in  passing  the  Act  for  granting  Five 
Thousand  Pounds  to  the  King's  Use,  in  the  Year  1746,  by  extend- 
ing the  Excise  Act  for  ten  years,  was  so  far  from  acting  contrary  to 
the  Instruction  he  had  received  from  the  Lords  Justices  in  1740, 
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that  'the  very  contrary  was  evident,  and  that  the  said  Instruction 
was  not  binding  upon  him  from  passing  a  Bill  in  Cases  of  great 
Emergency  of  the  same  Tenor  with  our  Bill  for  granting  Twenty 
Thousand  Pounds  for  the  King's  Use,  which  our  Governor  has  now 
been  pleased  to  refuse  his  Assent  to. 

u '  That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  House  that  the  Governor  is  un- 
doubtedly bound  by  Proprietary  Instructions  j  and  that  they  may 
be  and  we  believe  they  really  are,  or  some  of  them  are  such  as 
independant  of  the  Royal  Instruction,  limit  or  restrain  him  from 
passing  Acts,  which  by  the  Royal  and  Provincial  Charters  we  have 
an  undoubted  Right  to  offer,  and  by  which  he  has  or  ought  to  have 
full  Powers  to  give  his  Assent  to  as  Governor  of  this  Province. 

" '  That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  House  that  these  Proprietary 
Instructions,  or  some  one  or  more  of  them,  is  or  are  the  principal  if 
not  the  sole  Obstruction  to  the  passing  our  Bill  for  granting  Twenty 
Thousand  Pounds  for  the  King's  Use  in  this  time  of  imminent 
Danger  to  the  British  Interest  in  North- America.' 

"  May  it  please  the  Governor  : 

"  These  Resolutions,  which  are  forced  from  us,  we  have  entered 
into  with  the  utmost  Reluctancy,  and  in  Support  of  them,  or  any 
other  Part  of  our  Present  Conduct,  we  conceive  it  our  indispensable 
Duty  to  conduct  ourselves  precisely  within  the  Bounds  of  Sincerity 
and  sober  Reason,  and  to  avoid  every  Thing  that  is  not  in  our 
Opinion  necessary  to  our  own  just  Vindication. 

"  As  to.  the  Substance  of  these  Resolves  has  already  been  laid 
before  the  Governor,  it  has  been  in  his  Power  to  exonerate  those 
Proprietary  Instructions  from  any  Misapprehension  of  ours,  and  it 
is  in  his  Power  still  to  do  it  by  laying  them  before  us  as  our 
former  Governors  have  done  in  like  Cases ;  and  whenever  he  shall 
be  pleased  to  do  so  it  will  give  us  great  Pleasure  to  retract  the 
whole  or  any  Part  of  those  Resolves.  But  till  then  we  presume  the 
Governor  must  allow  we  have  good  Reason  to  say  that  we  are  under 
a  Necessity  of  making  our  humble  Application  to  the  Crown  in  Sup- 
port of  our  Civil  and  Religious  Liberties.  For  if  such  Proprietary 
Instructions  had  not  interfered  it  was  most  natural  and  would  have 
been  most  agreable  to  us,  and  accordingly,  if  the  Case  could  admit 
it,  we  should  have  requested  the  Governor's  Assistance  and  Concur- 
rence in  an  Address  to  our  Proprietaries  in  Support  of  our  Charter, 
as  it  regarded  the  Royal  Instructions  only.  But  under  our  present 
Circumstances  we  apprehend  these  Proprietary  Instructions  are  the 
principal  if  not  the  sole  Reason  that  hinders  the  passing  our  Bill,  by 
which  we  were  in  hopes  of  demonstrating  our  Readiness  and  Chear- 
fulness  in  answering  all  the  reasonable  Expectations  of  the  Crown 
from  his  most  loving  and  loyal  Subjects  of  this  Province.  And, 
therefore,  it  is  with  extreme  Concern  we  find  our  Governor,  who  is 
or  ought  to  be  set  over  us  for  our  Protection,  endeavouring  to  repre- 
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sent  us  in  his  Message  of  the  30th  of  December  last  in  a  Light  we 
detest  and  abhor. 

"  The  Governor  is  but  in  the  Beginning  of  his  Administration, 
and  if,  when  he  receives  the  Proprietaries'  Commission,  he  was  '  in 
a  great  Measure  a  Stranger  to  our  Constitution,'  we  apprehend  he 
still  continues  a  Stranger  not  only  to  our  Constitution  but  to  the 
Inhabitants  if  he  does  not  certainly  know  that  the  King  has  not  a 
more  loyal  People  among  all  his  Subjects  than  the  Inhabitants  are 
and  have  ever  been  since  the  first  Settlement  of  this  Province ;. 
nevertheless  they  are  convinced  they  ought  not  to  be  governed  by 
Proprietary  Instructions  in  Opposition  to  their  Charter,  which  is, 
in  our  Opinion,  the  Foundation  and  Sanction  of  our  Civil  and 
Religious  Liberties;  and  especially  if  these  Instructions  must  be 
secreted  from  them,  and  by  that  Means  the  whole  Country  left 
without  any  known  Rule  of  their  Conduct.  And  it  surprizes  us 
extremely  that  a  Request  of  this  House  respectfully  addressed  to 
the  Governor  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  lay  before  us  those  In- 
structions, or  such  part  of  them  as  might  relate  to  the  immediate 
Service  of  the  Crown,  and  to  the  Preservation  of  this  His  Majesty's 
Colony  in  order  that  we  might  examine  how  far  they  interfered  with 
that  Allegiance  the  Proprietaries  themselves  and  all  of  us  owe  to1 
the  Crown,  or  with  the  Privileges  granted  by  our  Charters,  should 
be  represented  by  our  Governor  as  an  Act  that  'might  have  a  Ten- 
dency to  alienate  the  Affections  of  the  People  of  this  Province  from 
his  Majesty's  Person  and  Government,  and  thereby  greatly  obstruct 
the  Measures  he  is  taking  at  a  vast  Expenee  for  the  preservation 
and  protection  of  his  Subjects  upon  this  Continent.'  That  thus 
contending  for  the  Rights  granted  us  by  the  Royal  Charter,  which 
is  the  known  Rule  of  our  Conduct,  should  have  a  Tendency  of  that 
Kind  under  a  King  who  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  declare 
'That  nothing  in  this  World  can  give  him  so  much  Pleasure  as  to 
see  his  Subjects  a  flourishing  and  happy  People,'  is  so  foreign  from 
our  Thoughts,  and  we  trust  will  be  so  foreign  to  every  impartial  Con- 
struction, that  we  may  safely  leave  it  without  any  further  Remarks  of 
our  own.  But  if  it  should  have  a  Tendency  to  alienate  the  Affections 
of  the  People  from  being  bound  by  private  Proprietary  Instructions 
the  Blame  is  not  with  us,  who  have  never  been  consulted  upon  them; 
and  if  we  had  been  consulted  should  have  thought  ourselves  obliged 
to  declare  that  we  have  a  great  Dislike  to  Proprietary  Instructions, 
and  that  so  far  as  they  are  against  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown 
or  an  Infringement  of  our  Charter  they  are  illegal,  and  '  void  in* 
themselves.' 

"That  'all  Governors  have  constantly  had  Proprietary  Instruc- 
tions from  the  first  Settlement  of  this  Province'  we  neither  know 
nor  do  we  think  it  much  concerns  us,  provided  they  relate  to  the 
Proprietary  Property  alone.  But  this  we  do  know,  that  occasionally 
as  they  have  interfer'd  with  the  passing  of  Acts  they  have  been  re- 
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peatedly  and  unanimously  resolved  by  the  Council  and  Represen- 
tatives of  this  Province  '  void  in  themselves/  and  'an  Infringement 
upon  the  Privileges  granted  by  Charter  to  the  People  of  this  Pro- 
vince.' And  our  former  Governor  has  declared  upon  the  Journals  of 
our  House,  and  in  a  Letter  to  the  Proprietary  Family  themselves, 

"1.  That  some  of  the  Instructions  given  to  him  conclude  ab- 
surdly, and  therefore,  are  impracticable. 

"2.  That  they  are  a  positive  Breach  of  the  Charter  of  Privileges 
to  the  People.     And 

"  3.  That  they  are  inconsistent  with  the  legal  Prerogative  of  the 
Crown  settled  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

"  And  yet  if  such  Instructions  as  these  must  be  binding  in  so 
high  a  Degree  as  they  appear  to  have  been  upon  Colonel  Thomas, 
when  in  support  of  his  eight  Instruction  laid  before  the  Assembly 
in  1738,  he  declard  'That his  Hands  were  tied  up  by  that  Instruc- 
tion, and  no  Consideration  in  Life  should  induce  him  to  break  it;7 
what  must  become  of  the  Royal  Prerogative  or  the  Rights  of  the 
People  ? 

"The  Governor  is  pleased  to  say,  'It  is  certainly  true  that  he 
has  Proprietary  Instructions  as  he  is  informed  all  Governors  from 
the  first  Settlement  of  the  Province  have  constantly  had/  Yet  as 
Sir  William  Keith  informs  us  '  that  he  was  obliged,  in  the  Penalty 
of  One  Thousand  Pounds  Sterling,  for  Reasons  best  known  to  those 
who  took  such  Precautions  as  were  never  used  before/  we  may  pre- 
sume, whatever  Instructions  had  been  given  to  former  Governors 
he  was  the  First  who  entered  into  penal  Bonds  for  the  true  Per- 
formance of  them.  Here  we  think  we  may  safely  leave  the  Con- 
sideration of  Proprietary  Instructions  for  the  present,  and  we  hope 
what  we  have  said  on  this  Head  will  answer  all  the  Objections 
arising  from  the  Royal  Instruction  to  Colonel  Thomas,  until  the 
the  Governor  may  be  pleased  to  convince  us  that  the  Proprietary 
Instructions  are  not  the  principal  or  sole  Obstruction  to  the  pass- 
ing of  our  Bill. 

"In  Answer  to  that  part  of  the  Proprietary  Instructions  the 
Governor  has  so  chearfully  laid  before  us,  which  we  acknowledge 
to  be  an  Act  of  Justice  for  which  we  return  him  our  Thai  i-s,  we 
beg  Leave  to  say  that  as  it  requires  Money  to  be  levied  upon  the 
People  for  providing  Arms  and  Stores  of  War,  and  building  Maga- 
zines, we  are  of  Opinion  it  may  be  time  enough  to  deliberat  upon 
it  when  we  are  informed  how  far  he  is  at  Liberty  by  his  Instruc- 
tions to  pass  our  Bills;  and  whether  himself  or  the  Representatives 
of  the  People  are  the  proper  Judges  of  the  Manner  of  raising  such 
Monies.  And  when  these  our  Civil  and  Religious  Rights  are  se- 
cured we  cannot  doubt  all  will  rise  up  as  one  Man  in  I3<J  ilf  of 
our  King,  our  Country,  and  our  Charters,  according  to  our  several 
Stations  and  Abilities. 
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u  We  are  really  at  a  loss  what  to  think  of  the  Governor's  Compu- 
tation either  of  our  annual  Revenues  or  the  Money  due  to  the  Pro- 
vince, which  he  is  pleased  to  say  is  between  Fourteen  and  Fifteen 
Thousand  Pounds,  besides  an  Income  of  Seven  Thousand  Pounds 
pT*  Annum.  This  appears  so  extremely  inaccurate  that  we  cannot 
imagine  how  that  Computation  should  arise,  for  on  a  bare  Inspection 
of  our  last  Year's  Accounts  there  remained  then  outstanding  on  all 
the  Mortgages  no  more  than  Eight  Thousand  four  hundred  Sixty 
Pounds  twelve  Shillings  and  three  Pence,  and  a  Ballance  in  the 
Trustees  Hands  of  one  Thousand  two  hundred  fifty-five  Pounds 
three  Shillings  and  five  Pence,  and  in  the  Hands  of  the  Province 
Treasurer  four  hundred  Sixty-two  Pounds  ten  Shillings  and  ten 
Pence  three  Farthings,  in  the  whole  Ten  Thousand  one  Hundred 
Seventy -eight  Pounds  Six  Shillings  and  Six  Pence  three  Farthings, 
out  of  which  Sum  one  Year's  Interest  ought  to  be  deducted  by  the 
legal  Allowance,  which  reduces  the  whole  to  about  Seven  Thousand 
Pounds  at  that  Settlement,  Since  which  it  cannot  be  unknown  to 
the  Governor  what  very  large  Sums  we  have  paid  for  the  Support 
of  Government  and  for  Indian  and  other  Expences,  by  which  Means 
our  Treasury  and  Loan  Office  are  almost  quite  exhausted.  But  ad- 
mitting the  Governor's  Computation  in  all  its  Extent,  if  Twenty 
Thousand  Pounds,  as  he  is  pleased  to  inform  us,  will  go  but  a  very 
little  Way  to  raise  and  maintain  such  Troops  as  he  may  think  neces- 
sary, and  without  which  we  had  better  in  his  Opinion  do  nothing  at 
all,  how  can  this  inconsiderable  Sum  we  have  any  Power  over  an- 
swer his  Demands,  tho'  we  should  ruin  the  Persons  now  outstanding 
in  our  Loan  Office  by  the  immediate  Sale  of  their  Lands  ?  We  are 
unwilling  to  make  any  further  Remarks  on  this  Head,  which  has  we 
find  been  heretofore  insisted  upon  by  our  late  Governor,  but  carries 
with  it  as  we  conceive  such  Appearances  of  Severity  without  an- 
swering any  good  Purpose  that  we  think  it  our  indispensible  Duty 
to  oppose  it  as  far  as  in  Justice  we  may,  and  now  more  especially 
when  we  have  offered  a  Bill  which  would  raise  a  generous  Sum  of 
Money  immediately  for  the  use  of  the  Crown  in  a  Manner  that 
would  be  most  easy  and  most  agreable  to  us  all.  Whilst  we  are 
upon  this  Article,  as  the  Governor  must  be  in  great  Measure  a 
Stranger  to  our  Accounts,  we  take  the  Liberty  to  remark  that  the 
Proprietary  Patents  make,  as  we  are  informed  by  the  Trustees,  near 
one-half  of  the  Mortgages  now  outstanding.  These,  after  paying 
for  the  Lands  out  of  the  Money  borrowed  from  the  Province,  are 
to  improve  them  with  the  remainder  if  any,  and  as  they  must  haw 
Shelter  for  themselves  at  least,  however  moan,  and  some  Land 
cleared  for  their  Subsistauce,  it  necessarily  puts  them  in  Arrears 
let  them  be  ever  so  honest  and  industrious,  whilst  the  Purehas 
such  their  Lands  are  constantly  complyed  with  on  granting  the 
Patents,  the  Bulk  of  which  we  presume  may  have  been  remitted  to 
Great  Britain,  and  makes  a  very  sensible  Diminution  of  the  Silver 
and  Gold  current  among  us,  So  that  all  Ranks  of  People,  bo^ 
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flourishing  the  Governor  may  be  pleased  to  represent  us,  complain 
justly  for  want  of  a  due  Medium  to  carry  on  our  Trade.  But  as 
this  Enquiry  is  not  immediately  before  us  we  shall  at  present  leave 
it  and  proceed  to  inform  the  Governor  yet  farther  that  his  Compu- 
tation of  our  Annual  Income  is  also  too  high,  for  as  our  Excise 
communibis  Annis  yields  about  Three  Thousand  Pounds  (out  of 
which  Five  Hundred  Pounds  is  Yearly  applied  toward  for  the  Sink- 
ing the  Sum  of  Five  Thousand  Pounds  heretofore  granted  to  the 
King's  Use),  the  Interest  payable  into  the  Loan  Office  is  much 
about  the  same  Sum,  And  his  Error  in  the  last  Article  we  presume 
might  arise  upon  a  Supposal  that  our  whole  Principal  Sum  of  Eighty 
Thousand  Pounds  was  always  yielding  an  Interest;  but  this  has  ever 
been  found  impracticable,  as  considerable  Sums  must  be  continually 
changing  Hands  by  Virtue  of  our  re-emmitting  Acts.  Besides  which, 
the  Province  has  out  of  that  Principal  Sum  lent  considerable  parts 
of  it  without  yielding  any  Interest  at  all,  and  particularly  a  Debt 
from  the  City  of  Philadelphia  still  due  upon  the  first  and  Second 
Thirty  Thousand  Pounds  Acts  long  since  expired ;  And  untill  that 
is  in  our  Hands  it  would  be  unjust  to  compute  an  Interest  arriving 
from  it,  or  upbraid  us  with  it  as  Money  which  ought  to  have  been  in 
our  Hands  by  Law,  whilst  some  may  think  we  have  no  Power  to 
sue  for  it  by  the  Laws  in  Being. 

"The  Governor  is  pleased  to  say,  'that  he  cannot  consent  to  pass 
our  Bill  for  granting  twenty  Thousand  Pounds  for  the  King's  Use, 
it  being  a  direct  Breach  of  a  Royal  Instruction  intended  to  enforce 
an  Act  of  Parliament  of  the  Sixth  of  Queen  Anne,  which  we  know 
has  been  shamefully  slighted  and  disregarded  in  this  and  the  neigh- 
bouring Provinces."  The  neighbouring  Provinces  must  answer  for 
themselves;  but  so  far  as  regards  this  Colony  we  find  by  the  Votes 
of  the  House  that  whilst  Colonel  Thomas  had  the  Act  before  him 
for  emitting  and  re-emitting  Eighty  Thousand  Pounds,  this  very  Act 
of  the  Sixth  of  Queen  Anne  was  considered,  debated  and  so  fully  ex- 
plained, that  altho'  Exchange  was  then  higher  than  at  this  time,  he 
who  (was  undoubtedly  under  the  same  Oaths  and  Bonds  to  observe  the 
Acts  of  Trade  with  our  present  Governor)  after  mature  Deliberation 
gave  his  Assent  to  that  Act  on  the  19th  of  May,  1739,  which  after 
having  been  recommended  by  the  Merchants  in  England  trading  to 
this  Province  as  (an  Act  not  only  reasonable  but  likewise  necessary 
for  carrying  on  the  Commerce  of  this  Country/  the  King  was 
pleased  to  confirm  it  in  full  Council  on  the  Twelfth  Day  of  May 
following.  What  then  the  Governor  does  or  can  Mean  by  saying 
we  know  that  this  Province  has  shamefully  slighted  a  Royal  In- 
struction intended  to  enforce  an  Act  of  the  Sixth  of  Queen  Anne 
is  what  we  are  entirely  at  a  Loss  to  imagine;  neither  can  we  con- 
ceive any  good  Reason  why  our  Governor  should  chuse  to  call  our 
Bill  for  granting  Twenty  Thousand  Pounds  for  the  King's  Use  a 
Bill  for  striking  Forty  Thousand  Pounds,  without  any  further  Ex- 
planation, tho'  that  Bill  had  been  repeatedly  under  his  Consideration . 
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It  would  be,  perhaps,  too  unkind  to  Suppose,  as  the  Bill  itself  and 
the  Contents  of  it  would  in  all  Probability  be  unknown  to  our  Su- 
periors further  than  the  Grant  to  the  Crown,  he  could  have  the 
least  Intention  to  misrepresent  the  Purport  of  it,  and  for  this  Rea- 
son we  leave  it  entirely  to  his  own  Reflection.  The  Title  of  that 
Bill  is  l  An  Act  for  striking  Forty  Thousand  Pounds  in  Bills  of 
Credit  and  for  granting  Twenty  Thousand  Pounds  thereof  to  the 
King's  Use,  and  to  provide  a  Fund  for  sinking  the  same,  and  for 
applying  the  Remainder  to  the  Exchange  of  torn  and  ragged  Bills 
now  current  in  this  Province ;'  and  the  Governor  well  knows  it  adds 
no  more  to  our  Paper  Currency  than  the  very  Twenty  Thousand 
Pounds  granted  the  King,  and  even  that  struck  for  no  other  Reason 
than  to  answer  the  immediate  Call  of  the  Crown  and  to  make  the 
Grant  effectual. 

"  The  Governor  has  been  pleased  repeatedly  to  inform  us  '  that 
the  French  have  already  possessed  themselves  of  great  part  of  this 
Province,  and  that  we  are  the  very  Province  invaded.'  And  yet  we 
find  the  French  Forts  and  their  other  Acquisitions  on  the  Ohio  are 
constantly  considered  and  called  in  Great  Britain  an  Invasion  upon 
His  Majesty's  Territory  of  Virginia.  And  we  have  now  before  us 
a  Map  which  we  have  good  Reason  to  believe  was  made  from  In- 
telligences and  Draughts  supplied  by  the  Board  of  Trade  and  by 
our  Proprietaries,  by  which  Map  it  appears  that  every  Fort  built  by 
the  French  either  on  Buffalo  River  or  on  the  Ohio  are  beyond  the 
Western  Boundaries  of  Pennsylvania,  and  we  presume  the  King 
may  have  granted  large  Tracts  of  Land  to  the  Eastward  of  the 
Fort  the  French  have  built  at  Mohongahela.  But  whether  this 
Map  prove  true  or  otherwise,  or  whether  our  Western  Boundaries 
are  rightly  adjusted  by  it,  cannot  immediately  concern  us  till  they 
are  undoubtedly  ascertained  and  agreed  to;  for  till  then  the  Earl  of 
Holdernesse,  by  his  Letter  of  the  28th  of  August,  1753,  to  which 
Sir  Thomas  Robinson's  two  Letters  expressly  refer,  has  so  minutely 
set  down  and  so  carefully  guarded  the  terms  upon  which  each  Colony 
is  to  act  in  Regard  to  the  French  Encroachments,  that  we  cannot 
think  it  would  be  prudent,  or  answer  any  good  Purpose,  to  contra- 
vene them,  whilst  the  Crowns  of  Great  Britain  and  France  continue 
in  Amity  with  each  other;  and  especially  as  our  King  has  now 
graciously  interpos'd  and  is  certainly  the  most  proper  judge  of  the 
Limits  of  his  own  Dominions  in  America.  And  therefore  we  think 
the  Governor  and  ourselves  may  safely  leave  it  under  that  Direction 
without  engaging  ourselves  in  any  Dispute  which  can  or  may  arise 
concerning  the  Rights  of  the  Crown  or  the  Property  our  Proprie- 
taries may  claim  in  those  Lands. 

"The  intelligence  the  Governor  has  lately  received  and  laid  before 
us,  upon  the  Hearsay  of  one  and  on  the  Deposition  of  another 
French  Deserter,  is  unexpected  and  indeed  wonderful.  It  really 
appears  so  to  us  that  nigh  Six  Thousand  of  the  best  Troops  of 
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France  should  arrive  in  Six  men  of  War  in  the  River  St.  Law- 
rence, and  after  ascending  that  River  and  the  Lakes  should  be  now 
actually  at  the  Lower  Fort  upon  the  Ohio  j  that  they  should  be  able 
to  carry  with  them  a  sufficient  Quantity  of  Provisions  and  other 
Necessaries  for  so  large  a  Body  of  Forces,  to  sustain  and  accommo- 
date them  through  the  Winter  in  that  uncultivated  Country,  and  all 
this  without  the  least  account  of  their  Embarkation  in  Europe,  and 
without  the  least  Intelligence  of  their  Passage  or  Arrival  at  the 
Place  of  their  Destination  from  any  of  the  other  Colonies,  or  from 
our  own  Back  Settlements,  from  whence  the  Governor  has  been 
pleased  to  lay  before  us  very  late  Letters  and  Accounts.  It  is  true 
these  Depositions  were  made  in  a  very  critical  Juncture,  but  they 
cannot  have  the  same  Force  as  they  ought  to  carry  with  them  had 
the  same  Accounts  been  transmitted  to  us  from  Oswego,  near  which 
they  must  necessarily  have  passed,  and  from  whence  we  received 
very  minnte  Accounts  of  the  passage  of  the  French  Forces  who 
first  laid  the  Foundation  of  their  Strength  upon  the  Ohio.  Never- 
theless, as  we  have  no  Inclination  nor  any  Interest  in  discrediting 
the  Reports,  or  diminishing  the  Numbers  of  the  French  there, 
which  we  acknowledge  is  abundantly  too  great  and  has  justly 
alarmed  the  British  Nation,  we  shall  leave  the' Arrival  of  these 
Forces,  as  well  as  Quality  of  them,  upon  their  own  Evidence. 

"  We  have  now  extended  our  Remarks  upon  the  Governor's  Mes- 
sages to  a  much  greater  Length  than  we  could  have  wished  or  desired, 
especially  as  by  those  Messages  we  find  he  is  determined  not  to  give 
his  Assent  to  our  Bill,  and  yet  we  entreat  his  Patience  a  little  longer 
to  remark  upon  the  Royal  Instruction  to  Colonel  Thomas  in  1740, 
and  that  to  Sir  William  Keith  in  1723.  In  respect  to  this  last  our  late 
Governor  was  pleased  to  inform  us  '  that  he  had  caused  the  Minutes  of 
Council  and  all  the  Papers  in  that  Office  to  be  very  carefully  inspected 
without  being  able  to  discover  the  least  Footsteps  of  that  or  any  other 
Instruction  to  the  like  Purpose/  which  appears  truly  surprizing  to 
us  who  had  Reason  to  Suppose  that  Sir  William  Keith's  Message 
to  the  Assembly  on  the  Seventh  of  May,  1724,  ought  to  appear 
upon  the  Minutes  of  Council,  in  which  he  says,  '  Herewith  I  send  you 
the  Perusal  of  an  original  Instruction  which  I  have  received  from 
the  Crown  in  Relation  to  the  Passing  of  private  Acts  of  Assembly 
in  this  Province,  by  which  I  conceive  is  meant  Acts  relating  to  Pri- 
vileges or  Advantages  granted  to  particular  Persons  and  not  to  the 
Publick  in  general ;  and  I  judge  it  will  be  proper  for  you  to  cause  a 
Copy  of  it  to  be  entered  upon  your  Journals  for  your  better  Informa- 
tion in  Cases  of  that  Nature/  And  accordingly  it  is  entered  upon 
our  Minutes  of  that  Date.  Now,  altho'  we  have  Reason  to  think, 
from  what  has  been  remarked  by  our  former  Assemblies,  that  the 
Instruction  to  Colonel  Thomas  in  1740  has  in  a  great  Measure,  if 
not  wholly,  answered  all  the  Purposes  for  which  it  was  issued,  and 
because  the  same  House  of  Commons  who  had  before  addressed  the 
Crown,  tho'  requested  by  the  Board  of  Trade  that  they  would  again 
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interfere  that  his  Majesty  would  repeat  his  Orders  to  his  Go  ernors 
of  Plantations  for  that  Purpose,  have  never  done  it  that  we  ca  learn, 
and  because  now  through  a  Succession  of  two  Governors  wL  i  have 
since  received  the  Royal  Approbation  upon  their  Appoint)  ent  to 
the  Government  of  this  Province,  no  other  or  further  Insti  ictions 
have  been  given  to  either  of  them  but  the  Instruction  of  1723, 
equally  unlimited  by  Time  and  equally  binding  on  the  Comi  .ander- 
in-Chief  for  the  Time  being,  remains  in  its  full  Force  with-  it  any 
Act  of  Parliament  or  any  other  Act  of  Government  that  w  know 
of  either  to  abate  its  Operation  or  to  supply  the  End  of  it.  Never- 
theless, we  are  under  a  necessity  of  informing  the  Govern  r,  tho' 
with  great  Reluctance,  that  in  the  Year  1735  Governor  Gordon 
passed  an  Act  for  vesting  more  effectually  certain  Lands  in  George 
M'Call,  in  direct  Contradiction  to  that  Instruction,  with  .ut  the 
least  mention  of  a  suspending  Clause. 

"  As  we  have  reason  to  believe  the  Assembly  was  then  acquainted 
with  that  Instruction,  and  as  the  Bill  particularly  related  to  our  1  !  onour- 
able  Proprietaries,  our  last  Assembly,  notwithstanding  the  in  iscreet 
Call  upon  them,  contented  themselves,  from  Motives  of  P  udence 
and  Moderation,  with  barely  pointing  out  this  Transaction  ii  Hopes 
our  Honourable  Proprietaries  would  see  themselves  at  least  qually 
concerned  with  the  Representatives  of  the  People  both  in  F  ct  and 
Right,  and  thereby  might  be  induced  to  join  cordially  w  th  the 
People  of  this  Province  in  vindicating  our  Charter  from  the  Con- 
tinual Infraction  of  such  Instructions,  which  if  they  must  perate 
in  the  Manner  the  Governor  is  pleased  to  contend  for,  and  our  Pro- 
prietary Instructions  must  be  binding  upon  us  also,  the  Rights  de- 
rived to  us  by  the  Royal  Charter  is  a  Name  only,  whilst  t  e  very 
Essence  of  it  is  effectually  destroyed;  Under  the  Sanction  of  which 
Charter  a  Sober  industrious  People  without  any  Charge  to  th  Crown 
or  the  Proprietary  first  settled  this  Wilderness,  and  by  th  r  Fru- 
gality and  the  Equity  of  their  Laws  laid  the  Foundation  of  a  flour- 
ishing Colony,  which  already  within  the  ordinary  Life  of  a 
Man  has  made  considerable  Addition  to  the  Dominions  of  the 
Crown  by  an  Increase  of  dutiful  and  Loyal  Subjects,  and  1  ars  no 
mean  Rank  in  contributing  to  the  Wealth  and  Trade  of  our  3lother 
Country. 

"  Whether  the  above  Act  of  granting  Five  thousand  Po>  nds  to 
the  King's  Use,  or  the  Act  for  vesting  Lands  in  George  -  IcCall, 
were  ever  sent  home  for  the  Royal  Approbation  very  little  e  ncerns 
us,  as  we  presume  the  transmitting  our  Acts  is  the  im  lediate 
Duty  of  our  Proprietaries  or  their  Lieutenants  in  pursu  nee  of 
the  Royal  Charter,  which  we  look  upon  as  the  interior  Solemn 
Royal  Instruction  for  the  Rule  of  their  Conduct  as  wel  as  of 
our  own. 

"  Upon  the  Whole,  from  what  we  have  said  we  pros  uuc  it 
evidently  appears  that  Proprietary  Instructions  and  Res!  ictions 
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upon  their  Governors,  as  they  have  occasionally  been  made  a  part 
of  the  Publick  Records  at  different  Times,  have  been  judged  and 
resolved  by  our  Governor,  Council,  and  the  Representatives  of  the 
People  : 

"  1.  Inconsistent  with  the  legal  Prerogative  of  the  Crown  settled 
by  Act  of  Parliament. 

"2.  Or  a  Positive  Breach  of  the  Charter  of  Privileges  of  the 
People. 

"3.  Or  absurd  in  their  Conclusions,  and,  therefore,  imprac- 
ticable. 

"  4.  Or  Void  in  themselves. 

"Therefore,  Whenever  the  Governor  shall  be  pleased  to  lay  his 
Proprietary  Instructions  before  us  for  our  Examination,  and  if 
then  they  should  appear  to  be  of  the  same  kind  as  heretofore,  his 
good  Judgment  should  lead  him  to  conclude  that  such  '  Consider- 
ations in  Life'  as  our  Allegiance  to  the  Crown,  or  the  immediate 
safety  of  the  Colony,  &™-'  are  sufficient  Inducements  for  him  to  dis- 
obey them,  notwithstanding  any  Penal  Bonds  to  the  Contrary,  we 
shall  chearfully  continue  to  grant  such  further  Sums  of  Money  for 
the  King's  Use  as  the  Circumstances  of  the  Country  may  bear, 
and  in  a  Manner  we  judge  least  burthensome  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  Province. 

"ISAAC  NORRIS,  Speaker." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  7th  January,  1755. 

present :  , 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 


John  Penn, 
Richard  Peters,  > 


J  Esq, 


The  Governor  having  prepared  a  Reply  to  the  Assembly's  long 
Message  of  the  third  Instant,  the  same  was  read,  approved,  and 
ordered  to  be  transcribed  fair  to  be  sent  to  the  House  in  the  After- 
noon. 

A  Message  was  delivered  by  two  Members  that  the  House  having 
finished  their  Business,  and  being  desirous  to  have  the  German 
Bill  passed  before  they  adjourn,  request  to  know  his  Result  upon 
it.  And  the  Governor  thinking  that  to  send  the  Bill  with  the 
Amendments,  tho'  reasonable,  would  but  further  increase  the  ill 
Temper  of  the  House,  let  the  Members  know  that  he  would  send  a 
Message  in  the  Afternoon  on  the  Subject  of  that  Bill;  and  imme- 
diately his  Honour  prepared  a  short  Message,  which  was  read  and 
ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House : 
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"  G-entlemen — 

64  Having  considered  your  very  long  Message  of  the  third  Instant, 
I  think  it  necessary  to  make  some  observations  upon  it,  and  tho' 
the  very  great  Obscurity,  unnecessary  Repetitions,  and  unmeaning 
Paragraphs  in  that  Performance,  may  confuse  and  divert  some  Peo- 
ple here  from  the  true  Points  in  difference  between  us,  yet  I  am 
under  no  Apprehension  but  his  Majesty  and  his  Ministers  will  see 
your  Conduct  and  mine  in  a  true  Light. 

"  You  certainly  do  not  understand  or  do  misrepresent  my  last 
Message,  or  you  could  never  accuse  me  of  making  a  Promise  that  I 
would  lay  before  you  the  Proprietary  Instructions,  '  so  far  as  they 
regarded  the  Bill  for  granting  Twenty  Thousand  Pounds  to  the 
King's  use/  when  I  never  so  much  as  told  you  that  I  had  any  such, 
or  charge  me  with  representing  your  Application  for  those  Instruc- 
tions 'as  having  a  Tendency  to  alienate  the  Affections  of  the  People 
from  his  Majesty's  Person  and  Government/  neither  the  one  or  the 
other  having  any  Foundation,  there  being  nothing  in  my  Messages 
that  by  the  most  strained  Construction  can  support  what  you  have 
said.  I  thought  the  Expressions  you  had  taken  the  Liberty  to  use 
with  respect  to  the  Royal  Instructions  relating  to  Paper  Money 
might  have  a  Tendency  to  alienate  the  Affections  of  the  People, 
tho'  never  so  well  disposed,  as  I  very  well  know  how  fond  they  are 
of  that  Currency,  and  how  much  averse  to  any  Restraints  upon  that 
Head.  And  had  I  not  good  Reason  to  think  so  when  that  Instruc- 
tion has  been  represented  as  destructive  of  the  Liberties  of  the  Peo- 
ple, and  in  the  Message  now  under  my  Consideration  is  called  an 
Infraction  of  the  Royal  Charter?  When  his  Majesty  the  Father  and 
Protector  of  his  People  is  represented  in  this  Light  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  a  Province  so  remote  from  his  Royal  Person,  must  it  not 
have  a  Tendency  to  lessen  their  Affection,  And  is  not  that  dangerous 
at  all  Times,  but  more  especially  so  at  this  Juncture,  when  his 
Majesty  expects  the  Assistance  of  all  his  Subjects  for  their  own 
Defence  and  Security  ?  It  is  plain  from  what  you  have  said  relating 
to  that  Instruction  that  you  think  yourselves  exempt  from  the 
Force  of  the  Royal  Instruction,  particularly  those  relating  to  Paper 
Money.  What  can  induce  you  to  think  that  the  Words  of  the 
Royal  Charter  may  be  construed  in  Favour  of  such  Exemption  I 
will  not  take  upon  me  to  say,  but  sure  I  am  that  the  Crown  of 
England  can  by  no  Means  divest  itself  of  a  Jurisdiction  over  its 
Subjects,  especially  in  Matters  relating  to  the  Standard  and  Cur- 
rency of  Money,  concerning  which  it  has  very  large  and  peculiar 
Prerogatives,  no  Part  of  which  are  granted  by  the  Royal  Charter. 
You  will,  therefore,  consider  how  just  your  Claims  of  Independence 
upon  this  Head  are,  and  how  prudent  it  will  be  in  you  to  insist 
upon  then. 

"  You  are  pleased  to  be  very  angry  with  your  Proprietaries  for  no 
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other  Reason  that  I  can  find  but  their  having  given  me  Instructions, 
and  without  knowing  what  those  Instructions  are  you  represent 
them  as  destructive  of  the  Liberties  and  Privileges  granted  by 
Charter  to  the  People  of  this  Province.  Such  a  Treatment  of 
that  Honourable  Family  from  whom  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Pro- 
vince have  derived  so  many  Advantages,  and  who  are  promo- 
ting its  Interest  upon  every  Occasion,  is  not  only  ungrateful  but 
unjust. 

"  The  Proprietaries  are  too  nearly  interested  in  the  Prosperity  of 
this  Country  to  do  any  Thing  to  its  Prejudice ;  and  I  should  have 
imagined  that  the  People  could  not  now  stand  in  need  of  any  Proofs 
of  the  Proprietary  Affection,  or  suspect  them  of  having  any  De- 
signs to  invade  their  just  Rights  or  Privileges  which  I  am  confident, 
to  use  your  own  Words,  '  they  detest  and  Abhor.' 

"Your  Resolves  relating  to  the  Proprietary  Instructions,  which 
you  still  say  are  the  principal  if  not  the  sole  Obstructions  to  the 
passing  the  Rill  you  sent  me,  are  in  my  Opinion  very  extraordinary, 
as  I  had  told  you  I  could  not  pass  that  Rill  because  it  was  contrary 
to  the  King's  Instruction;  this  Treatment  from  one  Rranch  of  a 
Legislature  to  another  may  be  quite  consistent  with  the  Privileges 
you  claim  for  any  Thing  I  Know,  but  I  must  take  the  Liberty  to 
say  they  are  not  consistent  with  Decency,  Prudence,  nor  the  Pub- 
lic Good  5  and  however  you  may  disbelieve  me  in  other  Things  I 
beg  you  will  think  me  sincere  when  I  tell  you  that  I  am  determined 
not  to  lay  the  Proprietary  Instructions  before  you  at  this  Time  far- 
ther than  I  have  already  done,  notwithstanding  any  Thing  you  have 
said  to  induce  me  to  it,  being  sensible  that  they  are  no  way  neces- 
sary, and  that  you  are  in  a  very  improper  Temper  for  the  Consider- 
ation of  them,  as  you  have  without  knowing  what  they  are  declared 
them  destructive  of  your  Liberties. 

"  The  Proprietary  Instructions,  as  I  told  you  before,  are  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  Happiness  and  Prosperity  of  this  Province, 
and  have  nothing  in  them  inconsistent  either  with  the  Prerogatives 
of  the  Crown  or  the  Liberty  of  the  People;  and  if  those  Instruc- 
tions had  not  been  given  me  I  should,  nevertheless,  have  thought 
it  my  Duty  to  have  refused  my  Assent  to  the  Rill  you  sent  me  for 
emitting  Paper  Money. 

u  There  are  Parts  of  that  Rill  that  I  had  very  material  Objec- 
tions to,  but  I  wav'd  them  on  Account  of  the  pressing  necessity  of 
the  Times,  not  doubting  but  you  would  have  offered  such  a  one  as  I 
could  have  passed  consistent  with  the  King's  Instructions,  as  I  then 
imagined  you  really  intended  to  grant  Supplies  for  the  Safety  and 
Defence  of  the  Province,  and  thought  we  should  agree  upon  the 
Terms  of  raising  money  for  that  purpose;  but  your  Rehaviour 
since  that  time  has  convinced  me,  and  I  am  perswaded  will  convince 
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my  Superiors,  that  you  never  had  any  Intentions  of  putting  this 
Province  into  a  Posture  of  Defence,  or  of  acting  vigorously  against 
the  French  upon  your  Borders. 

"  As  you  take  upon  you  to  insinuate  that  I  am  restraint  by 
Proprietary  Instructions  from  passing  Bills  for  the  Defence  of  the 
Country,  I  think  it  necessary  expressly  to  deny  that  I  am  so  re- 
straint, and  to  tell  you  that  I  am  ready  to  pass  a  Law  for  putting 
this  Province  into  a  Posture  of  Defence  by  establishing  a  Militia 
and  making  the  necessary  Provisions;  and  that  I  will  consent  to  a 
Law  for  emitting  any  Sum  in  Paper  Money  that  the  present  Emer- 
gency may  require,  provided  Funds  are  established  for  sinking  the 
same  in  Five  Years. 

"I  said  'the  Act  of  the  Sixth  of  Queen  Anne  for  ascertaining 
the  Bates  of  foreign  Coins  in  America  was  shamefully  slighted 
and  disregarded  in  this  Province/  and  I  say  so  still,  notwithstanding 
any  Thing  you  have  urg'd  in  your  Message  to  the  Contrary.  It  is 
known  to  you  and  every  One,  that  Spanish  Peices  of  Eight  do  now 
and  for  a  Number  of  Years  have  passed  and  been  current  at  Seven 
Shillings  and  Six  pence,  when  that  Act  requires  that  they  should 
pass  for  Six  Shillings  only,  and  that  other  Coins  are  Current  nearly 
in  the  same  Proportion,  from  whence  it  appears  that  tho'  you  call 
your  Paper  Bills  Money  according  to  Queen  Anne's  Proclamation, 
it  is  really  not  so,  but  twenty-five  ^  Cent  worse;  and  as  this  is 
directly  contrary  to  the  Express  Words  and  true  Intent  and  Mean- 
ing of  that  Act,  I  was  right  in  saying  '  that  the  Act  itself  and  the 
Royal  Instruction  to  enforce  it  had  been  shamefully  slighted  and 
disregarded,'  as  neither  the  one  or  the  other  have  had  the  proper 
Obedience  paid  to  them  within  this  Province. 

"  I  took  my  Calculation  of  the  Revenue  and  of  the  Money  you 
have  in  Hand  from  your  own  printed  Minutes ;  and  I  have  now 
re-examined  the  Accounts  and  find  that  you  have  a  Revenue  of 
Seven  Thousand  Three  Hundred  and  Eighty-one  Pounds  arisiug  from 
the  Interest  of  the  Paper  Money  and  the  Excise,  clear  of  the  Five 
Hundred  Pounds  a  Year,  towards  sinking  Five  Thousand  Pounds, 
formerly  given  to  the  King's  Use;  And  that  the  Sums  due,  and 
which  by  the  Laws  in  Being  should  have  been  in  Hand  on  the  15th 
of  September  last,  amount  to  at  least  Fourteen  Thousand  Pounds. 
I  have  ordered  the  Calculation  from  which  I  have  taken  those  Sums 
to  be  laid  before  you,  that  if  I  am  wrong  You  may  point  out  wherein 
I  am  so.  I  did  not  mean  to  upbraid  You  on  Account  of  the  Sum 
of  Three  Hundred  and  Forty-Three  Pounds  Ten  Shillings  due  from 
the  City  of  Philadelphia,  the  Interest  whereof,  was  it  to  be  paid, 
would  only  amount  to  Seventeen  Pounds  Three  Shillings  and  Six 
Pence,  which  I  find  to  be  the  only  Sum  lent  out  that  does  not  bear 
an  Interest,  and  is  in  itself  so  trifling  that  I  am  surprized  to  find  it 
mentioned  in  such  a  manner. 
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"  Upon  the  whole,  Gentlemen,  I  shall  have  no  Reason  to  fear 
the  Censure  of  his  Majasty  or  a  British  Parliament,  or  be  ashamed 
of  the  Part  I  have  acted,  when  the  Proceedings  of  this  Session 
come  under  their  Consideration,  since  by  them  it  will  appear  that  I 
have  from  Time  to  Time  represented  to  You  the  Danger  to  which 
this  Country  stands  exposed,  the  Progress  the  French  have  made, 
the  Encrease  of  their  Numbers,  and  every  thing  else  that  might 
induce  You  to  act  with  Vigour;  that  I  have  laid  his  Majesty's 
Commands  before  You,  and  repeatedly  called  upon  You  to  grant  the 
Supplies  expected  from  us  by  the  Crown,  and  to  put  the  Province 
into  a  Posture  of  defence,  and  to  avoid  every  thing  that  might 
admit  of  Dispute. 

"  And  from  your  several  Messages  it  will  fully  appear  that  instead 
of  doing  what  the  Safety  of  your  Country  and  his  Majesty's  Ser- 
vice required,  you  have  industriously  engaged  in  a  Contest  about 
the  Force  of  a  Royal  Instruction  relating  to  Paper  Money,  have  en- 
tered into  unseasonable  Resolutions  with  Regard  to  Proprietary  In- 
structions without  knowing  what  they  are,  and  because  I  do  not 
communicate  to  you  what  You  have' no  Right  to  demand  You  are 
pleased  to  make  that  an  Excuse  for  not  putting  this  Province  into 
a  Posture  of  Defence,  and  choose  to  leave  this  rich  and  plentiful 
Country,  situated  in  the  center  of  his  Majesty's  Dominions,  naked 
and  open  to  the  attacks  of  the  French  without  a  Militia  or  any  one 
Thing  necessary  for  its  Security.  It  will  also  appear  that  at  this 
critical  Juncture,  when  it  is  the  duty  of  every  Man  to  exert  himself 
to  the  utmost  of  his  Abilities,  You  proposed  only  Twenty  Thousand 
Pounds  this  Currency,  which  is  not  Two  Pence  in  the  Pound  upon 
the  just  and  real  Value  of  Estates  in  this  Province,  and  this  you 
call  a  generous  Sum  though  you  must  be  sensible  it  is  very  insuffi- 
cient to  answer  the  present  Exigency,  and  even  this  you  refuse  to 
give  upon  any  Terms  but  such  as  are  directly  contrary  to  a  Royal 
Instruction  which  You  know  is  binding  upon  me,  though  there  are 
many  other  ways  of  raising  Money  not  liable  to  that  Objection,  and 
though  I  offered  to  consent  to  a  Law  for  emitting  any  Sum  in  Paper 
Money  the  present  Emergency  might  require,  provided  Funds  were 
established  for  sinking  the  same  in  Five  Years. 

"  You  will  give  me  Leave  to  observe  that  one  Act  of  duty  and 
Loyalty  to  the  Crown  is  worth  a  Thousand  Expressions  of  that  sort 
where  a  proper  Behaviour  is  wanting,  and  You  will,  therefore,  con- 
sider how  far  your  Words  and  Actions  agree,  and  in  what  Light  your 
Conduct  will  appear  to  his  Majesty  and  his  Ministers,  who  will  en- 
quire what  you  have  done  upon  the  present  Occasion  not  what  you 
have  said. 

"ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 

"  January  7,  1755." 

The  Calculation  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  Message  collected 
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from  the  First  of  June,  1752,  to  1753,  by  the  following  Collectors 

of  Excise,  viz'- : 

By  Joseph  Redman  in  Philadelphia 

County £2,000  12  8 

Sundry  Retailers  at  Three  Pounds  ^ 

Annum 203     5  0 

A  moiety  of  Fines  -        -        -  20  15  0 

£2,224  12  8 
Deduct  Five  per  Cent,  for  receiving  111     4  7  J 

2,113     8  Oi 

By  John  Woolston  in  Bucks  County         283     5  0 
Sundry  Retailers      -  9     0  0 


292     5  0 
Deduct  Ten  Per  Cent,  for  receiving  29     4  6 


By  Jeremiah  Starr  in  Chester  County      £427  16  0 

Sundry  Retailers      -         -         -         -             7  10  0 

£135  6  0 

Deduct  Ten  Per  Cent.      -        -         -          43  10  7 


By   Arthur   Patterson   in   Lancaster 

County         -         -         -         -         -      £223     5  1 
Deduct  Ten  Per  Cent.       -        -        -  22     6  7 


By  David  M'Conaughy  in  York  County        £60  18  4 
Deduct  Ten  Per  Cent.       -         -         -  6     10 


By   James   Lindsay   in    Cumberland 

County £55    0  4 

Deduct  Ten  Per  Cent.      -        -        -  5  10  0 


By  John  Hughes  in  Berks         -         -      £404     1  2 
Moiety  of  Fines       -         -         -         -  5     0  0 


£263 ;  0  6 


£391  15  5 

£200  18  6 
£54  16  6 

£49  10  4 


£409     1  2 
Deduct  Ten  Per  Cent.       -        -        -  40  18  1 


By  Daniel  Cray  in  Northampton        -        £86     7  0 
Deduct  Ten  Per  Cent.      -     '    -        -  8  12  8£ 


£368     3  1 
£77  14  3} 


Amount  of  the  Excise  from  June  1, 

1752,  to  June  1,  1753  -        -  £3,519     0  8 


Carried  forward,  £3,519     6  8 

Vol.  vi. — 16. 
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Brought  forward,  £3,519     6  8 

Income  of  the  Loan  Office,  collected 
from  last  Year's  Account,  viz*-: 

Principal  Sums  or  Quotas  not  become 

due £49,582  13  4 

Quotas  Outstanding  and  now  due  19,552     9  2 

One  Hundred  and  Two  Mortgages 
taken  on  the  Seventh  Re-emission  of 
the  Second  £80,000  Act        -        -     6,601  10  0' 

Forty-One  Mortgages    taken   on   the 

8th  Re-emission  of  said  Act  -         -      3,038     0  0 

Outstanding  Interest  on  all  the  Mort- 
gages for  which  broken  Interest  is 
paid 8,460  12  3 


£87,235     4  9 


Interest  on  £87,235  4  9  at  5  Per  Cent,         -         £4,361  15  2 


£7,881  1  10 


Deduct  what  is  to  be  sunk  Yearly  out  of  the 

£5,000  granted  for  the  King's  Use       -  500  0     0 


The  nett  Produce  of  the  Excise  and  Interest 

Money  f  Annum        -         -        -         -         -         £7,381  1  10 


N.  B. — The  Excise  is  calculated  for  the  Year  1753,  none  but  one 
of  the  Collectors  having  settled  for  the  Year  1754,  and  therefore  the 
Amount  of  that  Year  could  not  be  estimated. 

An  Account  of  publick  Money  that  should  have  been  in  Hand 
the  Fifteenth  of  September  last,  by  the  Laws  now  in  being,  viz1, : 
Outstanding  Interest  on  all  the  Mortgages 
Cash  in  the  Hands  of  the  Trustees 
Cash  in  the  Hands  of  the  Treasurer 
If  the  Mortgage  Deeds  were  carefully  examined 

there  would  be  without  all  Doubt  £6,000  due 

for  broken  Interest  upon  all  the  Outstandings; 

however  to  be  rather  under  than  over  they 

are  put  down  at  -  4,000     0     0 


£8,460 

12 

3 

1,255 

3 

5 

462 

10 

10 

£14,178    6    6 


A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
u  Gentlemen : 

"Your  Bill  for  preventing  the  Importation  of  German  or  other 
passengers,  &c,  I  referred  to  the  Consideration  of  such  of  the 
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Members  of  the  Council  as  were  Members  of  the  Corporation,  who 
have  made  sundry  Observations  upon  it  which  they  have  reported 
to  me  j  and  as  the  Bill  is  intended  to  preserve  the  Health  of  this 
City  and  Province,  I  shall  give  it  all  the  Attention  in  my  Power, 
and  make  such  Alterations  in  it  as  may  best  answer  the  End  pro- 
posed without  laying  too  great  Restraints  upon  Trade. 

"It  would  have  been  very  agreeable  to  me  to  have  been  able  to 
have  gone  through  it  and  sent  it  you  down  now,  but  I  find  myself 
too  much  engaged  by  Correspondences  on  his  Majesty's  Service  to 
finish  it  at  present,  and  must,  therefore,  detain  it  till  I  can  give  it 
the  Attention  a  Bill  of  such  Importance  requires. 

"ROBERT  H.  MORRIS. 

"January  7,  1755." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Wednesday  the  8th  January, 
1755. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn, 


Richard  Peters,  ' 


!■  Esqui] 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

Yesterday  Hendrick  and  some  of  the  Mohock  Indians  arrived  in 
Town  and  were  elegantly  entertained  by  the  Mayor.  They  are 
come  in  consequence  of  the  Governor's  Invitation,  sent  them  in 
November,  upon  his  receiving  from  Northampton  and  other  Places 
Intelligence  of  the  Practices  and  Designs  of  the  Connecticut  People. 
The  Governor  ordered  Mr.  Peters  to  lay  before  him  the  several  In- 
formations, Letters,  and  Transactions  that  have  passed  relating  to 
this  Affair,  that  it  might  be  considered  in  what  manner  to  speak  to 
Hendrick ;  and  an  Express  was  sent  for  Mr.  Weiser. 

A  Message  from  the  Assembly  about  the  German  Bill,  delivered 
Yesterday,  was  read  and  is  as  follows : 
'"  May  it  please  the  Governor : 

"As  We  consider  our  Bill  for  preventing  the  Importation  of 
German  or  other  Passengers,  &c,  to  be  of  the  utmost  Importance 
to  the  Health  and  Lives  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province,  in 
order  to  clear  Ourselves  from  the  Mischiefs  which  may  ensue  from 
the  postponing  that  Bill,  we  again  earnestly  sollicit  the  Governor  for 
his  Assent  to  it  at  this  Time. 

"  The  Bill  itself  was  calculated  to  lay  Restraints  upon  the  Trade 
carried  on  by  the  Importers  of  such  Passengers,  &0.,  and  We  have 
in  all  our  Considerations  upon  it  to  make  it  answer  these  Purposes 
without  interfering  with  the  other  Branches  of  our  Commerce  not 
subject  to  the  same  fatal  Consequences;  and  if  the  Governor  shall 
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think  fit  to  amend  the  Bill  to  answer  those  Ends  it  will  receive 
all  the  Dispatch  in  our  Power  and  make  a  chearful  Concurrence  oq 
our  Part. 

"  Signed  By  Order  of  the  House, 

"ISAAC  NORMS,  Speaker. 
"January  8,1755." 

The  Governor  ordered  the  Secretary  to  go  to  the  House  to-mor- 
row morning  with  a  verbal  Message,  to  inform  them  "that  some  of 
the  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  are  in  Town  on  Proprietary  Business, 
and  as  they  are  Persons  of  Weight  and  Influence,  the  Governor 
thinks  it  may  be  of  publick  Service  for  the  Government  to  take 
Notice  of  them  at  this  critical  Juncture,  and  therefore  recommends 
this  Matter  to  their  Consideration." 


MEMORANDUM. 

On  the  Tenth  Instant  The  following  Message  was  delivered  to 
the  Governor  by  Two  Members : 

"A  Message  to  the  Governor  from  the  Assembly. 
"  May  it  please  the  Governor : 

"  The  long  absence  from  our  Homes,  the  great  Expence  "We  must 
necessarily  sit  at,  and  the  Uneasiness  it  gives  Us  to  be  obliged  to 
differ  in  Sentiments  so  widely  from  our  Governor,  without  the  least 
Prospect  of  Redress  here,  together  with  his  present  Indisposition  to 
treat  Us  with  that  Decency  We  presume  on  Reflection  he  will 
acknowledge  to  be  due  to  the  Representatives  of  the  People,  will 
sufficiently  excuse  Us  from  entering  minutely  into  the  Consideration 
of  his  last  Message,  especially  as  We  hope  We  may  safely  leave  it 
for  the  present,  and  as  We  have  humbly  addressed  our  gracious 
Sovereign  on  the  Differences  now  unhappily  subsisting  between  Us. 

"  The  Governor  has  expressed  his  Satisfaction  in  leaving  it  to 
that  Issue,  and  as  We  have  no  Doubt  of  the  Justice  of  our  Cause, 
We  must  and  do  very  chearfully  submit  to  it  also,  and  by  this 
Means  the  Parts  of  his  last  Message  which  immediately  concern  Us 
at  present  are  reduced  to  a  narrow  Compass. 

"  The  Governor  is  pleased  to  say  he  very  well  knows  how  fond 
the  People  are  of  a  Paper  Currency,  and  how  much  averse  they  are 
to  any  Restraints  on  that  Head  j  but  from  whence  this  Knowledge 
should  arise  is  hard  for  Us  to  conjecture.  We  certainly  know  the 
People  have  not  petitioned  our  House,  nor  have  We  offered  the  Gover- 
nor any  Bill  for  that  Purpose  during  his  Administration,  except  the 
Bill  for  granting  Money  for  the  King's  Use,  and  that  only  as  the 
best  method  We  could  devise  to  make  that  Grant  effectual;  and 
We  have  Reason  to  believe,  on  turning  to  the  Minutes  of  our  late 
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Assemblies,  that  when  they  did  offer  such  Bills  to  our  former  Gov- 
ernor they  not  only  restrained  themselves  within  a  very  moderate 
Sum,  arising  from  minute  Calculations  of  their  Trade,  hut  took 
great  Care  to  preserve  it  from  sinking  in  its  Value  by  issuing  it 
on  sufficient  Securities,  and  such  as  had  been  usual  and  by  long 
Experience  found  effectually  to  answer  that  End ;  notwithstanding 
the  Governor  has  been  pleased  to  repeat  it,  '  that  this  Province  has 
shamefully  slighted  and  disregarded  the  Act  of  the  Sixth  of  Queen 
Ann/  That  Act  was  considered  when  Colonel  Thomas  passed  our 
present  Paper  Money  Act  in  1739,  and  it  was  undoubtedly  known 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  when  they  recommended  it  to  the  Crown  as  a 
reasonable  Act,  upon  which  it  obtained  the  Royal  Sanction  on  the 
Twelfth  of  May,  1740.  And  under  these  Authorities  it  is  declared 
that  l  those  Bills  of  Credit  are  lawful  Money  of  America  according 
to  an  Act  of  Parliament  made  in  the  Sixth  Year  of  the  late  Queen 
Anne  for  ascertaining  the  Rates  of  Foreign  Coins  in  the  Plantations 
of  America,  and  shall  be  the  current  Bills  of  this  Province  for  the 
Payment  and  Discharge  of  all  manner  of  Debts,  &"•'  as  if  the  same 
were  tendered  and  •  paid  at  the  Rates  ascertained  in  the  said  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  should  be  so  received  by  all  Persons  whatsoever.' 
And  as  neither  our  Silver  or  Exchange  make  at  this  Time  any  altera- 
tion in  those  Bills  except  to  their  advantage,  being  both  rather  lower 
than  at  the  passing  and  Confirmation  of  that  Act,  we  account  Ourselves 
perfectly  safe  in  Saying  that  we  know  not  what  the  Governor  can 
mean  by  imputing  to  this  Province  a  Shameful  Slight  and  Disre- 
gard of  the  Act  of  the  Sixth  of  Queen  Ann ;  and  we  hope  on  Re- 
jection he  will  allow  it  more  reasonable  for  us  to  depend  upon  the 
Royal  Decision  in  our  Favour  than  blindly  to  Submit  Ourselves  to 
the  Computations  of  the  Governor  in  opposition  to  it. 

"  We  are  likewise  under  a  necessity  of  differing  from  him  in  the 
State  of  the  publick  money  he  has  been  pleased  to  send  down  with 
his  last  Message.  As  we  apprehend  the  Governor  himself  must  be 
pretty  much  a  Stranger  to  our  Accounts,  we  take  the  Liberty  to 
assure  him  that  whoever  made  those  Computations  has  done  them 
without  Skill  or  a  Sufficient  Knowledge  of  our  Laws,  and  that  we 
find  the  Estimates  We  have  already  made  are  right  and  just,  and 
as  far  as  regards  the  Annual  Income  agreeable  with  the  Proprietaries 
answer  to  the  Address  of  the  Assembly  in  1751 ;  and  as  by  the 
Laws  in  Being  we  had  not  the  Power  over  more  than  about  Seven 
Thousand  Pounds  at  the  last  Settlement,  even  that  Sum  is  now 
greatly  reduced  by  the  very  heavy  Charges  of  Government  borne 
and  discharged  by  Us  since  that  Time. 

.  "The  Governor  is  pleased  to  say  'Ton  proposed  only  Twenty 
Thousand  Pounds  this  Currency  which  is  not  Two  Pence  in  the 
Pound  upon  the  just  and  real  Value  of  Estates  in  this  Province; 
and  this  You  call  a  generous  Sum,  though  you  must  be  sensible  it 
must  be  very  insufficient  to  answer  the  present  Exigency."     What 


246  MINUTES  OF  THE 

the  Governor  may  think  sufficient  is  as  much  a  Mystery  to  XJs  as 
he  may  apprehend  his  Proprietary  Instructions  are ;  but  we  pre- 
sume it  may  be  sufficient  for  all  the  Purposes  in  Sir  Thomas  Rob- 
inson's last  Letter,  and  as  much  or  more  than  We  think  can  be 
reasonably  expected  from  Us.  How  the  Governor  became  so  sud- 
denly acquainted  with  the  Real  Value  of  our  Estates  is  not  easy 
to  conceive  j  but  we  know  from  long  Experience,  having  many  of 
Us  received  our  Birth  in  this  Province,  that  the  Inhabitants  are  not 
generally  wealthy  or  rich,  though  we  believe  them  to  be  in  the  main 
frugal  and  industrious,  yet  it  is  evident  that  their  Lands  are  greatly 
encumbered  with  their  Debts  to  the  Public.  From  these  Consider- 
ations we  are  obliged  to  think  the  Governor's  Estimation  of  our 
Wealth  is  undoubtedly  too  high,  unless  he  includes  the  value  of  the 
Proprietary  Lands,  for  by  the  Report  of  a  Committee  of  Assembly 
in  August,  1752,  it  appears  that  the  Taxables  of  this  Province  did 
not  exceed  Twenty-Two  Thousand,  and  the  Grant  we  have  offered 
of  Twenty  Thousand  Pounds,  from  the  best  Calculations  we  can 
make,  doth  at  least  amount  to  Five  Times  the  Sum  that  hath  ever 
been  raised  by  a  Two-penny  Tax  thro'  this  Province.  As  We  think 
the  Governor  cannot  be  a  competent  Judge  of  the  real  Value  of 
our  Estates  in  this  little  Time  of  his  Administration,  and  as  we 
have  now  Submitted  our  Cause  to  higher  Determination,  we  conceive 
ourselves  less  concerned  in  his  Computations  of  our  real  Estates 
whatever  they  may  be. 

"  The  Governor  is  pleased  to  inform  Us  '  that  the  Proprietaries 
are  too  nearly  interested  in  the  Prosperity  of  this  Country  to  do 
any  Thing  to  its  Prejudice,  and  he  should  have  imagined  that  the 
People  could  not  now  stand  in  need  of  any  Proofs  of  the  Proprie- 
tary Affection,  or  suspect  them  of  having  any  Designs  to  invade  their 
just  Rights  and  Privileges,  which  he  is  confident  they  detest  and 
abhor.'  We  cannot  Suppose  the  Governor  would  mean  they  detest 
and  abhor  our  just  Rights  and  Priveleges,  and  yet  we  are  convinced 
the  Clause  in  their  Commission  to  him,  their  Lieutenant,  whereby 
they  empoAver  him  to  act  as  fully  and  amply  to  all  Intents,  Construc- 
tions, and  Purposes,  as  they  themselves  might  or  could  do  were  they 
personally  present — '  You  (our  Governor)  following  and  observing 
such  Orders,  Instructions,  and  Directions  as  You  now  have  or  here- 
after from  Time  to  Time  shall  receive  from  Us  or  our  Heirs'  is  not 
only  repugnant  to  our  just  Rights  and  Priveleges  but  impracticable, 
against  common  Sense,  against  Law,  and  void  in  itself;  and  yet  if 
the  Governor  should  think  his  Hands  are  so  tied  up  by  these  In- 
structions that  he  is  not  at  Liberty  to  act  for  the  Public  Good,  We 
must  conclude  they  are  of  dangerous  Consequence  at  all  Times,  and 
particularly  in  this  Time  of  Imminent  Danger,  not  only  to  ourselves- 
but  to  the  British  Interest  in  North  America. 

"  Signed  by  Order  of  the  House. 

"  ISAAC  NORRIS,  Speaker. 

"January  10,  1755." 
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The  Two  Members  acquainted  his  Honour  that  the  House  seeing 
no  Prospect  of  doing  further  Service  enclined  to  adjourn  to  the 
Twelfth  of  May  if  the  Governor  had  no  Objection.  The  Governor 
said  he  would  peruse  the  Message  and  would  send  an  Answer  imme- 
diately if  he  found  it  required  one,  and  least  the  House  should  ad- 
journ he  sent  them  the  following  Message  by  the  Secretary  : 
u  Gentlemen — 

"I  am  very  much  surprised  at  your  Proposal  to  adjourn  till  May, 
as  You  have  made  no  Provision  for  the  Defence  of  the  Province  or 
granted  the  Supplies  expected  by  the  Crown  and  recommended  by 
the  Secretary  of  State's  Letters.  I  must,  therefore,  object  to  the 
proposed  Adjournment  while  Things  remain  in  this  Situation,  and 
hope  You  will  in  Consideration  of  the  Danger  to  which  your  Country 
stands  exposed  continue  sitting  till  You  have  granted  the  Supplies 
to  the  Crown  and  effectually  provided  for  the  Defence  of  the  People 
You  represent,  but  if  You  are  determined  to  rise  at  this  Time  with- 
out doing  any  Thing,  remember  it  is  your  own  Act  and  all  the  fatal 
Consequences  that  may  attend  your  leaving  the  Province  in  this  de- 
fenceless State  must  lie  at  your  Doors. 

"ROBTH.  MORRIS. 

"January  10,  1755." 

And  at  the  same  Time  the  Secretary  was  ordered  to  demand  a 
Copy  of  the  Minutes  of  this  Sitting  of  the  House  to  be  delivered 
as  soon  as  possible,  but  the  Governor  heard  nothing  from  them  in 
answer  to  either  Message,  and  they  broke  up  notwithstanding  his 
Objection  to  their  Adjournment. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Tuesday  the  14th  of  January, 
1755,  A.  M. 

PRESENT  : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  Benjamin  Shoemaker,  )  „ 

Robert  Strcttell,  Richard  Peters,  J.  esquires. 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  consider  what  should  be  said  to  Hend- 
rick  and  the  Mohock  Indians  relating  to  the  Connecticut  Pretensions 
to  the  Lands  of  this  Province  within  the  Latitude  of  their  Charter, 
and  for  their  Information  the  Minutes  of  Council  of  the  '20th  Feb- 
ruary, 2d,  12th,  and  20th  Maroh,  6th  April,  7th  May,  and  0th 
August,  of  the  preceding  Year,  were  read  as  far  as  this  Matter  was 
concerned,  and  whereas  Information  was  given  the  Governor  in  Oc- 
tober &  November  last  of  the  Connecticut  People  intending  to  settle 
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by  Force  the  Wyomink  Lands,  and  sundry  Matters  were  then  by 
the  Council  considered  and  Letters  and  Papers  sent  and  .received 
concerning  it,  these  were  likewise  read,  and  it  appearing  that  they 
were  not  entered  in  the  Minutes  as  they  ought  to  have  been  they 
were  now  directed  to  be  entered  in  their  Order: 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  James  Stevenson  to  Mr.  Richard 
Peters,  dated  11th  September,  1754. 
"  I  desired  my  Son  to  give  You  a  hint  that  Lydius  had  been  up 
amongst  the  Indians  and  procured  a  Deed  in  behalf  of  the  Connec- 
ticut Government  for  the  Lands,  or  perhaps  only  Part  of  the  Lands, 
that  You  purchased  for  your  Government.  I  am  since  informed 
that  the  Fact  is  true,  above  Thirty  Oneidos  are  now  in  Town ;  it  is 
pretended  they  came  to  speak  with  the  Commissioners  of  Indian 
Affairs,  but  if  my  Information  be  right  they  came  down  on  a  Mess- 
age was  sent  to  them  by  Lydius,  and  they  are  mostly  at  his  House. 
The  Commissioners  knew  nothing  of  their  coming  till  the  Inter- 
preter sent  Word  from  Schenectady  that  they  were  so  far  as  Col. 
Johnson's  on  their  way.  I  am  assured  by  one  of  the  Witnesses  to 
the  deed  that  several  of  our  Mohawks  signed  in  Lydius'  own  House, 
besides  those  that  signed  in  their  own  Castle." 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Alexander,  dated  27th  October, 
1754,  to  the  Governor. 
u  I  am  heartily  sorry  to  hear  of  that  unfair  Purchase  of  Lydius 
for  the  Connecticut  People,  and  am  afraid  it  will  give  your  Govern- 
ment a  good  deal  of  Trouble.  My  Son  tells  me  he  is  informed  that 
some  Connecticut  People  are  now  actually  settling  over  against 
Cushetunck,  and  pretend  a  Purchase  from  the  Indians  of  it.  The 
utmost  Care  on  your  and  Mr.  Peters'  Part  seems  necessary  to  pre- 
vent the  ill  Consequences  of  this  Affair.  The  Steps  You  propose  seem 
proper.  I  submit  also  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  employ  and 
keep  in  constant  Pay  a  few  Rangers  to  search  and  discover  where 
they  attempt  to  settle,  and  to  forewarn  them  from  so  doing;  and  if 
they  still  proceed  in  settling,  then  to  get  Weiser  to  prevail  on 
some  of  the  Six  Nations  to  come  and  also  forewarn  them  under 
Pain  of  some  Numbers  of  the  Six  Nations  coming  to  force  them  if 
they  further  proceed.  For  the  Reason  You  mention  it  would  seem 
improper  to  make  Application  to  your  Assembly  on  this  Head.  A 
Penny  expended  to  nip  this  Affair  in  the  Budd  will  save  Pounds 
that  it  might  afterwards  cost." 


Extract  from  Mr.  Weiser's  Letters  of  the  16th  andllth  October,  1754. 
"As  to  the  Connecticut  Affair  I  am  clear  of  opinion  that  by 
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Order  of  the  Governor  You  should  write  to  Hendrick,  putting  him 
in  Mind  of  his  Promise  made  to  the  Commissioners  of  this  Pro- 
vince in  Albany  when  he  said  that  he  would  come  down  to  Us 
upon  any  Occasion  to  advise  with  the  Governor  as  in  the  Presence 
of  the  most  high,  and  that  the  Governor  wants  to  see  him  now  to 
consult  with  him  in  this  critical  Time  about  Matters  of  Moment. 
Daniel  Clause  might  come  with  him,  he  knows  the  Way  by  Land, 
as  he  travelled  it  with  me  in  the  Year  1750,  to  wit,  from  the  Upper 
Mohock  Castle  to  Shochary  or  Palantine  Towns,  Katskill,  and 
Kingston,  leaving  Albany  a  great  Way  to  the  Left  Hand.  If 
Hendrick  refuses  to  come  he  may  be  suspected  to  have  a  Hand  in 
it,  and  we  must  then  act  by  the  Shick  Calamys  and  Jonathan, 
and  as  secretly  as  possible,  otherwise  Lydius  and  that  wicked 
Priest  at  Conojochary  will  defeat  our  Designs.  I  would  in  the 
meantime  advise  to  have  Belts  of  Wampum  provided,  and  two 
or  three  large  Belts  all  black.  You  will  want  a  Couple  to  send 
to  the  South  before  long,  and  one  must  be  made  use  of  to  de- 
molish Lydius'  Proceedings.  Mr.  Claus  must  be  ordered  to  keep 
everything  relating  to  this  Affair  as  a  Secret,  and  to  Search  very 
diligently  whether  Henry  had  no  Hand  in  signing  the  Deed  to  the 
Connecticut  People.  If  he  had  not,  we  shall  succeed  without  doubt. 
He  must  have  the  Liberty  to  bring  one  or  more  Indians  with  him; 
if  all  won't  do,  and  that  Henry  will  not  come,  we  must  send  to 
Onondago  next  Spring,  &c,  &c.  I  should  be  sorry  if  the  Connecti- 
cut People  shou'd  countenance  the  Deed  that  Lydius  so  feloniously 
got;  if  they  do,  and  settle  upon  the  Land,  there  will  certainly  be 
Bloodshed,  for  the  Indians  always  said  they  would  never  suffer  any 
white  People  to  settle  Wyomink  or  higher  up,  and  if  an  Indian  or 
French  War  should  break  out,  the  Consequence  of  the  Connecticut 
People  settling  there  would  be  bad  on  the  English  Side,  because  the 
Indians  would  then  be  obliged  to  move  away,  and  to  where  can  they 
move  only  to  Ohio ;  and  there  they  would  be  under  the  Influence 
of  the  French  and  in  their  Interest,  as  the  Senecas  and  Onondagers 
now  are,  and  perhaps  the  rest  of  the  Six  Nations  don't  think 
themselves  safe  without  creeping  under  the  wings  of  their  Father 
Onontio. 


Governor  Morris'  Letter  to  Col.  Johnson. 

"  Philadelphia,  15th  November,  1754. 
"Sir: 

"Mr.  Peters  has  communicated  to  me  a  Letter  which  he  has  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Daniel  Claus,  wherein  he  informs  hi  in  that  Mr. 
Lydius  of  Albany  has  in  a  mosfunbeeoming  and  fraudulent  manner 
obtained  a  Deed  for  the  Lands  on  the  River  Sasquehtnnah  in  the 
very  Centre  of  this  Province  from  several  Indians  of  the  Senecas, 
Mohocks,  Onondagos,  and  Oncidas,  in  favour  of  some  People  of  Con- 
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necticut,  and  that  he  is  obliged  to  You  for  this  kind  Intelligence, 
which  you  desired  might  be  imparted  to  this  Government  in  all  its 
Circumstances. 

"I  would  have  done  myself  the  Honour  of  acknowledging  your 
kindness  and  of  giving  You  my  Sentiments  on  this  untoward  Affair 
and  desiring  Your  Assistance  before  this  Time,  but  I  have  had  two 
Assemblies  on  my  Hands,  and  the  Lower  one  obliged  me  to  be  at 
NewCastle  a  Fortnight.  J^ow  that  I  am  at  Liberty  to  give  this 
matter  a  full  Consideration,  and  have  consulted  Mr.  Weiser  there- 
upon, and  laid  all.  before  the  Council,  I  can  see  no  other  Way  than 
to  get  Hendrick  the  Mohock  Chief,  who  I  believe  and  hope  does 
not  countenance  this  vile  Transaction,  to  take  a  Journey  to  this  City 
that  I  may  lay  before  him  the  dangerous  Effects  of  this  dishonour- 
able Sale,  and  consult  with,  him  by  what  means  it  can  be  defeated 
and  the.  Peace  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony  preserved. 

u  I  have  read  with  pleasure  the  Letters  that  have  passed  between 
You  and  the  late. Governor  Mr.  Hamilton,  as  in  them  this  matter  is 
set  forth  in  its  true  Light,  and  You  kindly  offer  the  Proprietaries 
and  this  Government  your  best  Council  and  Assistance  against  this 
unjust  Attempt;  And  by  these  as  well  as  the  Knowledge  of  your 
Goodness  in  other  Respects  I  am  induced  to  give  you  this  Trouble. 

"  YoU.  are  sensible  that  at  the  late  meeting  of  Commissioners  at 
Albany,  the  Six  Nations  in  open  Council  mentioned  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Pennsylvania  an  Application  then  making  to  them,  for 
the  Sale  of  some  of  the  Sasquehanna  Lands  by  Agents  from  Con- 
necticut, and  that  they  had  absolutely  refused  to  give  any  ear  to 
such  Proposal,  telling  the  Commissioners  they  were  determined 
those'  Lands  should  not  be  Settled,  but  reserved  for  a  Place  of 
Retreat  to  such  as  in  this  Time  of  War  and  Confusion  between  the 
French  and  English  might  be  obliged  to  leave  their  present  Habita- 
tions, and  that  there  was  no  Part  of 'their  Lands  that  lay  so  conve- 
nient as  Wyomink  for  a  Number  to  live  together,  and  therefore 
they  earnestly  desired  that  Pennsylvania  would  not  insist  on  those 
Lands  being  comprehended  within  the  Purchase  then  under  Con- 
sideration. They  repeated  with  warmth  that  neither  the  New 
England  nor  Pennsylvania  People  shou'd  settle  them,  and  if  either 
shou'd  attempt  it  they  would  oppose  them  with  Force.  And  in 
order  to  shew  to  the  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania  that  the  Re- 
serve of  these  Lands  was  a  very  deliberate  Act  of  their  Council, 
they  further  declared  that  in  Council  they  had  then  thought  proper 
to  appoint  John  Shickalamy,  an  Indian  Chief  of  the  Oneido  Nation 
living  in  an  Indian  Town  on  those  Lands  as  their  Agent  and 
Representative,  giving  him  Orders  to  take  special  Care  of  them,  and 
desired  he  might  be  considered  by  Pennsylvania  as  their  Agent, 
charging  him  if  he  should  find  any  White  People  attempting  to 
settle  those  Lands  to  make  complaint  thereof  immediately  to  the 
Government  and  to  have  them  removed. 
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"  The  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania  after  shewing  the  Indians 
that  those  Lands  were  in  the  Centre  of  their  Province,  conceded  to 
the  Indians'  Request  that  the  Purchase  should  not  extend  to  them, 
but  then  they  the  Indians  must  be  explicit  about  their  Intentions 
with  respeet  to  any  underhand  Practices  in  favour  of  the  Connecti- 
cut People.  The  Commissioners  likewise  produced  an  Instrument 
under  the  Hands  and  Seals  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  at  a: 
Treaty  in  the  Year  1737,  and  proved  the  same  to  be  their  Volun- 
tary act  by  one  of  the  Chiefs  who  had  executed  it  [in  Which  Deed 
they  had  solemnly  agreed  to  sell  no  Lands  within  the  Limits  of  this 
Province  to  any  other  Persons  than  to  the  Proprietaries  of  Penn- 
sylvania]; whereupon  the  Chiefs  of  their  own  Accord  acknowledging 
that  the  Signers  were  well  known  to  them,  to  be  the  principal  men 
of  their  respective  Nations,  confirmed  that  agreement  and  bound 
themselves  by  a  fresh  Deed  to  sell  no  Lands  lying  within  the  Limits 
of  Pennsylvania  to  any  but  the  Proprietors,  and  all  this  was  done 
in  the  most  open  and  solemn  manner,  and  with  intent  to  put  a  Stop 
to  further  Execution  of  the  Connecticut  Project. 

"Mr.  Peters  when  at  Albany  acquainted  Mr.  Woodbridge  of 
Stockbridge,  the  principal  Agent  of  the  Connecticut  People,  with 
this  whole  Transaction,  and  likewise  shewed  him  sundry  Indian 
Deeds  to  the  Proprietaries  for  those  Lands,  at  which  he  was  pleased 
to  express  much  Satisfaction,  and  to  say  that  Pennsylvania  might 
depend  upon  having  no  further  Trouble  in  this  Affair. 

"  Sir,  I  have  mentioned  these  particulars  because  they  will  all 
serve  to  shew  that  whenever  the  Six  Nations  shall  in  their  publick 
Council  consider  this  Deed  obtained  by  Lydius,  they  will  deem  it  a 
Violation  of  publick  Faith  and  an  arrant  piece  of  Fraud,  and  will 
resent  it  not  only  as  to  Lydius,  who  they  know  to  be  a  French  Con- 
vert, but  as  to  the  people  of  Connecticut,  and  will  not  Scruple  to  do 
them  Mischief.  The  Shickcalamy's  and  the  Indians  who  live  at 
Shamokin  and  on  Sasquehanna  who  are  very  numerous  and  daily 
increasing,  when  they  come  to  see  the  New  England  People  set- . 
tie  these  Lands  which  they  assuredly  intend  to  do  early  in  the 
Spring,  will  most  certainly  oppose  them,  and  so  a  War  between  the 
Indians  and  the  King's  Subjects  will  be  brought  into  the  very  Bowels 
of  this  Province  by  this  Connecticut  Project,  which  is  undertaken 
against  fair  Notice  and  a  full  Knowledge. 

"  It  is  thought  that  if  HenJrick  can  be  prevailed  on  to  come  down 
and  should  hear  all  these  matters  laid  properly  before  hhn,  he  would 
find  out  a  method  of  laying  the  whole  before  the  Six  Nations  and 
preventing  the  Settlement  of  these  Lands,  but  then  as  Indians  do 
not  like  to  blame  one  another  should  he  be  told  beforehand  that  this 
is  the  Business  he  is  sent  for  he  may  decline  coming.  For  this 
Reason  it  is  thought  better  not  to  mention  a  Word  of  this  matter  to 
Hendrick,  but  in  as  much  as  when  he  took  his  Leave  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Commissioners  he  made  this  Government  a  Tender  of  his 
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Services,  and  declared  in  a  very  solemn  manner  that  he  would  at 
any  Time  come  to  Philadelphia  whenever  the  Governor  should  think 
it  necessary  to  send  for  him,  to  write  him  a  general  Letter  founded 
on  this  Province,  and  to  leave  it  to  you  to  give  him  what  Impres- 
sions You  please  of  this  Journey  and  to  persuade  him  to  take  it  im- 
mediately. 

"  The  Letter  is  enclosed  in  one  to  Mr.  Clause,  who  has  Directions 
to  shew  it  to  You  and  to  consult  with  You  how  and  when  to  deliver 
it  and  what  to  say  to  Hendrick.  If  he  shou'd  deliver  it  as  of  him- 
self to  Hendrick,  then  he  would  probably  come  to  consult  You,  and 
so  you  might  with  greater  Advantage  give  your  advice;  But  if  you 
think  otherwise  and  that  it  is  best  for  you  to  deliver  it,  this  is  left 
entirely  to  you.     I  am, 

"  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"  ROBT-  H.  MORRIS." 


Governor  Morris'  Letter  to  Hendrick  Peters,  a  Mohock  Chief : 

"ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Governor  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Pennsylvania, 

"  To  Hendrick  Peters,  One  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Mohocks. 
"  Respected  Chief: 

"  I  take  this  Opportunity  of  acquainting  You  of  my  Appointment 
to  the  Command  of  this  Province. 

"  Some  matters  of  great  moment  to  this  Government  as  well  as 
to  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  have  lately  fallen  out,  which  make 
it  necessary  for  me  to  have  a  private  Conference  with  You  before  I 
can  proceed  to  give  Publick  Notice  to  them  of  my  arrival  here. 

"And  as  you  was  so  good  as  to  promise  to  the  Commissioners 
when  at  Albany  that  You  would  at  the  Request  of  the  Government 
come  at  any  Time  with  Pleasure  to  Philadelphia  and  give  your  Sen- 
timents on  any  Thing  that  might  be  proposed  for  the  publick  Ser- 
vice, I  now  earnestly  desire  that  You  would  Favour  Us  with  a  Visit 
in  order  to  consult  on  some  Affairs  in  which  the  safety  of  the  In- 
dians and  his  Majesty's  Colonies  are  very  much  concerned;  that 
cannot  be  done  by  Messag9,  but  must  be  first  communicated  to  You 
in  Personal  Conference. 

"  And  I  entreat  You  would  use  all  the  Expedition  possible,  as 
I  cannot  speak  to  the  Council  of  the  Six  Nations  till  I  know  your 
Mind. 

"  If  you  should  encline  to  take  with  You  one  or  two  of  your  best 
Friends  it  will  be  the  more  agreeable. 

"  Mr.  Daniel  Clause  is  well  acquainted  with  the  nearest  and  best 
Road  to  this  City,  and  has  my  Directions  to  accompany  You,  furn- 
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ish  the  necessaries,  and  make  every  Thing  as  agreeable  to  You  as 
possible. 

"  I  am  with  perfect  Regard,  Esteemed  Chief, 

"  Your  affectionate  Brother, 

"  ROBT-  H.  MORRIS. 
"Philadelphia,  16  November,  1754." 


A  Letter  to  Mr.  Peters  from  Mr.  Daniel  Brodhead. 
"  Mr.  Richard  Peters, 

"  Sir: — I  thought  it  an  incumbent  Duty  on  me  to  inform  You  to 
what  a  Crises  the  New  Englanders  have  raised  most  of  the  Pe  ^ple 
of  our  Neighbourhood  to  in  Relation  of  their  setling  the  Lands  of 
AVyomink.  As  soon  as  I  received  the  Orders  from  our  late  Hon- 
ourable Governor  and  Mr.  Allen  I  communicated  them  to  my 
Brother  Justices,  and  likewise  desired  their  Assistance  in  order  to 
suppress  some  Persons  whom  I  looked  upon  to  be  busy  in  seducing 
our  People  to  join  the  new  Englanders,  but  found  those  Parties 
concerned,  that  by  their  Slackness  the  New  Englanders  have  insin- 
uated themselves  into  our  People  to  a  great  Height,  as  an  Instance 
of  which  I'll  beg  Leave  to  mention  one  particular  :  There  were  some 
Letters  came  from  New  England  last  Week  intimating  that  Wyo- 
mink  was  purchased,  and  that  Thirteen  of  the  Sachems  had  already 
signed  the  Deed,  at  the  same  time  desiring  all  the  Persons  who 
were  concerned  to  meet  at  Hertford  in  Connecticut  on  the  twentieth 
of  this  Instant,  in  order  to  have  their  Rights  delivered  them.  '  This 
occasioned  a  meeting  in  our  Parts  to  the  Number  of  thirty,  who  had 
already  become  Adventurers  and  lodged  their  Money  in  the  Hands 
of  one  Robert  Parkes  in  order  to  be  conveyed  to  New  England. 
Upon  hearing  of  which  I  immediately  issued  out  a  Warrant  and 
had  him  brought  before  me  just  as  he  was  setting  off  on  his  Journey ; 
after  some  Examination  left  him  in  Care  of  the  Constable  to  get 
Security  for  his  Personal  Appearance  at  our  next  Court,  according 
to  the  Directions  I  received  from  Mr.  Allen,  but  instead  of  bringing 
me  Security  the  Constable,  who  is  a  Party  concerned,  let  him  go, 
and  Mr.  Atkins,  one  of  our  Magistrates,  at  the  same  time  wished  I 
would  send  him  t:>  Goal  with  said  Parkes,  and  accordingly  set  off 
with  him  for  New  England  as  Agents  for  our  People.  This  appears 
to  be  a  sort  of  Anarchy,  which  if  not  soon  stopp'd  will,  I  am  afraid, 
prove  very  detrimental  to  the  Proprietors  and  to  the  Peace  of  this 
Province. 

"I  should  have  wrote  to  the  Governor,  but  as  he  is  lately  come 
in  and  a  Stranger  to  me,  thought  it  most  proper  to  open  myself  to 
You,  and  beg  the  Favour  of  You  to  communicate  it  to  his  llonrur, 
and  as  I  am  at  present  very  conscious  how  to  act  any  further  in 
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this  Affair,  beg  of  him  to  send  me  up  Orders  how  and  in  what  man- 
jaer.  I  may  proceed. 

"I  leave  You  to  deliberate  more  maturely  on  this  Relation,  and 
remain, 

"  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"  DANL  BRODHEAD. 

."  Lower  Smithfield,  Northampton  County,  November  the  13th, 
1754,"  ,    >      < 


;;;;•'    'A  Letter  to  Mr.  Richard  Peters  from  John  Mc Michael. 
"  Mr.  Richard  Peters, 

"  Sir : — This  waits  to  inform  You  of  the  Disturbance  which  the 
New  Englanders  have  raised  in  our  Parts  in  respect  to  their  Pur- 
chase and  settling  the  Wyomink  Lands ;  most  of  our  People  here 
are.  concerned  with  them,  and  not  one  Magistrate  on  this  Side  the 
Mountain  (excepting  Daniel  Brodhead)  but  what  joins  them.  John 
Atkins,  Esqr.,  is  now  set  off  in  company  with  one  Robert  Parkes 
for  Hertford  in  Connecticut  as  Agents  for  the  People  here,  in  order 
to.  bring  their  Rights  for  said  Land  j  unless  this  is  suppressed 
speedily  it  will  be  impossible  to  sell  any  more  Lands  in  these  Parts. 
They  are  continually  despising  the  Proprietors'  Title,  and  nothing 
is  to  be  heard  now  but  the  firm  Title  the  New  Englanders  have  to 
the  Wyomink  and  other  Lands.  This,  Sir,  I  assure  You  has  a  great 
Effect  on  the  People  this  Way,  insomuch  that  if  not  soon  stopped 
will,  I  am  afraid,  prove  detrimental  to  the  whole  Province. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"JN°-MoMICHAEL. 

"LowR-  Smithfield,  November  the  14th,  1754/; 


Governor  Morris  Letter  to  Mr.  Daniel  Brodhead. 

«  November  20,  1754. 
"Sir: 

"  Mr.  Peters  sent  me  by  your  Son  your  Letter  to  him  of  the  13th 
Instant,  by  which  I  am  sorry  to  find  that  some  of  the  People  in 
Your  County  are  weak  Enough  to  be  led  away  by  the  Idle  tales  of 
some  designing  Men  from  New  England,  and  are .  Entering  into 
Schemes  not  only  destructive  of  the  Peace  and  good  order  of  the 
Province,  but  such  as  will  in  the  end  prove  most  materially  hurtful 
to  themselves.  By  the  Laws  of  England  and  of  this  Country  No 
Man  whatsoever  has  any  Right  to  treat  with  the  Indians  or  to  pur- 
chase Land  from  them  without  a  Lycence  first  Obtained  from  the 
(fovernment  in  which  such  Land  lyes;  and  if  any  such  purchase 
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be  made  it  is  not  only  void  as  to  th£  Purchaser  but  the  Person 
making  the  Purchase  is  highly  Criminal,  and  so  are  all  those  that 
pretend  to  hold  Lands  under  it.  I  highly  commend  you  for  your 
Conduct  in  the  present  affair,  and  reccommend  it  to  you  and  the 
the  other  Majestrates  to  Act  with  Vigor  in  Discharge  of  the  Trust 
Reposed  in  you,  and  you  may  Assure  yourselves  of  the  Govern- 
ment's best  Assistance.  I  must  desire  You  will  by  Letter  from 
Time  to  Time  inform  me  of  your  transactions  in  this  New  England 
Affair,  and  get  and  send  me  what  Intelligence  you  can  concerning 
the  Measures  they  and  their  Adherents  are  pursuing,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment may  take  Steps  to  prevent  the  Confusions  that  at  present 
threaten  the  Publick  Peace. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  humble  Servant, 

"ROBTII.  MORRIS.'.' 


Governor  Morris'  Letter  to  Governor  Fitch. 

"  Pennsylvania,  20th  November,  1754. 
"Sir: 

"  Mr.  Hamilton,  my  Predecessor,  having  wrote  fully  to  You  and 
Mr.  Woolcot  the  late  Governor  of  Connecticut,  relating  to  a  Scheme 
formed  in  your  Province  for  purchasing  from  the  Indians  and  set- 
ling  some  Lands  upon  the  River  Sasquehannah  without  the  Leave 
of  this  Government  tho'  within  its  Bounds,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  You 
to  that  Letter,  and  to  lay  before  You  some  other  Matters  from 
whence  You  may  judge  of  the  Nature  and  Consequence  of  that  At- 
tempt. You  will,  therefore,  please  to  be  informed  that  about  the 
Year  1690  the  Indians  then  of  the  Five  United  Nations,  by  Deed 
regularly  executed,  conveyed  to  Col.  Thomas  Dungan,  Governor  of 
New  York,  a  large  Parcel  of  Land,  great  Part  of  which  lay  upon 
the  River  Sasquehanah  and  within  the  Limits  of  this  Province,  and 
that  Col.  Dungan  afterwards  by  Deed  conveyed  to  the  late  Pro- 
prietor William  Penn  all  those  Lands  lying  upon  the  Waters  of 
Sasquehannah  within  the  Province  aforesaid.  I  would  give  You  the 
particular  Dates  of  these  Deeds,  but  am  now  at  a  distance  from 
Philadelphia  *where  they  are.  These  Instruments  have  been  fre- 
quently produced  to  the  now  Six  United  Nations  of  Indians  and 
their  Allies  the  Sasquehannahs,  are  recited  in  many  of  their  subse- 
quent Deeds  and  have  been  publickly  acknowledged,  ratified,  and 
confirmed  at  several  Treaties  between  them  and  this  Government ; 
and  tho'  the  Force  and  Effect  of  those  Deeds  has  always  been  un- 
derstood as  well  by  the  Indians  as  the  English  to  vest  in  the  Pro- 
prietors of  Pennsylvania  all  the  Lands  upon  the  several  Branches 
of  Sasquehannah,  yet  they  the  Proprietaries  have  upon  many  Occ* 
sions  by  Treaty  solemnly  engaged  not  to  take  Possession  of  those 
Lands  or  suffer  them  to  be  settled  without  making  the  Indians  a 
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particular  Satisfaction  for  such  Parts  of  that  Country  as  they  should 
from  Time  to  Time  agree  to  give  up;  and  for  that  Reason  all  sub- 
sequent Deeds  have  been  considered  only  as  Confirmations,  so  far 
as  they  related  to  the  Lands  upon  the  Waters  of  Sasquehannah ; 
but  as  those  Lands  are  but  a  Part  of  the  Province  of  Pensilvania, 
the  Six  United  Nations  at  a  Treaty  held  in  October,  1736,  did 
solemnly  covenant  and  engage  by  Instrument,  under  the  Hands  and 
Seals  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  respective  Nations,  to  sell  all  the  Lands 
within  the  Limits  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  Proprietaries  of  ihis 
Province  and  to  no  other  Person  whatsoever.  This  Instrument  was 
produced  to  the  Six  Nations  at  the  late  General  Treaty  at  Albany 
by  the  Commissioners  from  this  Government  and  proved  by  one  qf 
the  Chiefs  who  was  then  present  and  a  Party  thereto;  whereupon 
the  Six  Nations  in  Public  Council  declared  that  the  Signers  of  that 
Instrument  were  well  known  to  them  to  have  been  the  principal 
Men  and  Chiefs  of  their  several  Nations,  and  they  did  then  solemnly 
ratify  that  Agreement  and  by  a  new  Deed  not  only  confirmed  the 
several  Sales  they  had  theretofore  made  to  the  Proprietaries,  but 
voluntarily  bound  themselves  to  sell  no  Land  within  the  Limits  of 
Pennsylvania  to  any  Person  whatsoever  but  to  the  Proprietaries 
only. 

"  You  will  give  me  Leave  further  to  observe  to  You  that  the 
Six  Nations  at  the  said  late  Congress  at  Albany  in  open  Council 
mentioned  an  Application  then  made  to  them  by  Agents  from  Con- 
necticut for  the  Purchase  of  some  of  the  Sasquehannah  Lands,  and 
that  they  had  absolutely  refused  to  give  any  Ear  to  such  Proposal, 
telling  the  several  Governments  then  present,  by  their  Commis- 
sioners, that  they  were  determined  the  Lands  at  a  Place  called 
"Wyomink,  on  the  Sasquehannah,  should  not  be  settled,  but  re- 
served for  a  Place  of  Retreat  for  such  of  their  People  as  in  this 
Time  of  Confusion  between  the  French  and  English  might  be 
obliged  to  leave  their  Habitations,  and  for  that  Reason  earnestly 
desired  that  Pennsylvania  would  not  insist  on  those  Lands  being 
comprehended  within  the  Agreement  then  under  Consideration, 
and  warmly  declared  that  if  any  White  People  attempted  to  settle 
there  they  would  oppose  them  with  Force.  And  to  shew  that  the  Re- 
serve of  the  Lands  at  Wyomink  was  a  deliberate  Act  of  their  Coun- 
cil, they  further  declared  that  they  had  appointed  John  Shick 
Calamy,  an  Indian  Chief  of  the  Oneido  Nation  living  in  a  Town 
on  those  Lands,  as  their  Agent  and  Representative,  and  had  given 
him  Orders  to  take  Care  of  them,  and  charged  him  not  to  suffer 
any  White  People  whatever  to  settle  them ;  And  also  desired  the 
Government  of  Pennsylvania  would  consider  him  as  their  Agent, 
and  upon  his  'Application  assist  in  removing  any  Persons  that 
should  take  Possession  of  those  Lands.  Upon  this  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Pennsylvania,  having  shewed  to  the  Indians  that  the 
Lands  at  Wyomink  were  near  the  Center  of  this  Province,  con- 
ceded to  the  Indian's  Request^  and  on  Behalf  of  this  Province  en- 
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gaged  that  those  Lands  should  not  be  settled  by  any  White  People 
whatever.  These  several  Matters  having  been  transacted  at  the 
late  Congress  at  Albany  in  the  most  open  and  solemn  Manner,  and 
known  not  only  to  the  Commissioners  from  the  several  Govern- 
ments but  to  Mr.  Woodbridge,  one  of  the  Connecticut  Agents  em- 
ployed to  make  the  Purchase  of  the  Indians,  I  can  make  no  Doubt 
but  they  have  been  fully  laid  before  You,  and  were  publickly 
known  in  your  Province.  Notwithstanding  which,  I  am  informed 
that  Mr.  John  Lydius,  who  is  known  to  be  a  Roman  Catholic  and 
in  the  French  Interest,  has  been  since  employed  by  some  People  of 
your  Province  to  purchase  from  the  Indians  some  Lands  within  this 
Government;  that  he  has  in  a  clandestine  manner  by  very  unfair 
means  prevailed  on  some  few  Indians,  to  whom  he  secretly  applied, 
to  sign  a  Deed  for  a  considerable  Part  of  the  Lands  of  this  Pro- 
vince, including  those  at  Wyomink  aforesaid ;  that  a  Number  of 
your  People  interested  in  that  pretended  Purchase  have  been  in 
this  Province,  laid  claim  to  those  Lands  and  offered  them  to  sale. 
and  that  a  great  Number  of  them  are  now  preparing  to  leave  your 
Province  and  seat  themselves  upon  those  Lands. 

"  You  must  be  sensible,  Sir,  how  much  the  Indians,  who  cannot 
resist  the  Temptation  of  Strong  Liquor,  are  liable  to  be  imposed  on 
by  such  clandestine  Purchases  made  without  the  Knowledge  or  Con- 
sent of  any  Government  by  Private  Men  for  private  Purposes;  and 
how  frequently  the  Indians  themselves  at  their  Publick  Treaties 
have  complained  of  this  manner  of  surprising  them  into  the  Execu- 
tion of  Deeds,  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  the  Six  Nations  in  their 
great  Council  will  esteem  this  pretended  Purchase  a  fraudulent  im- 
position upon  some  few  of  their  People,  and  not  in  the  least  binding 
upon  them,  being  contrary  to  their  most  solemn  and  repeated  Engage- 
ments by  Deeds  and  Treaties  to  this  Government. 

"I  must  further  observe  to  You  that  since  the  French  have  taken 
Possession  of  the  Lands  upon  the  River  Ohio  the  Indians  of  the 
Six  Nations  that  resided  there  have  removed  to  the  Branches  of 
Sasquehannah,  to  the  Number  of  three  hundred  and  upwards,  and 
are  now  maintained  at  the  Expence  of  this  Province;  and  should 
those  Indians  be  overpowered  and  drove  from  thence  the  Six  Na- 
tions may  so  highly  resent  such  a  Treatment  that  it  may  occasion 
their  total  Defection  at  this  Juncture,  when  their  Friendship  is  of 
the  greatest  Importance  to  the  English  Interest. 

"The  Proprietaries  and  Government  of  Pennsylvania  have  evor 
treated  the  Indians  with  the  highest  Justice,  and  have  most  reli- 
giously observed  and  fulfilled  the  several  Treaties  that  have  been  made 
with  them;  and  those  Treaties  sufficiently  shew  the  great  Care  thai 
has  been  taken  to  give  them  (when  Assembled  in  Public  Council)  a 
full  and  often  a  repeated  Satisfaction  for  their  Lands,  and  this  is  ■ 
Justice  they  have  at  all  Times  and  upon  all  occasions  acknowledged 
to  have  received  from  this  Government;  And  as  We  stand  engi 
vol.  yi — 17. 


258  MINUTES  OF  THE 

to  the  Six  Nations  by  Treaty  neither  to  settle  the  Lands  at  Wyo- 
mink  nor  suffer  them  to  be  settled,  this  Government  thought  it 
proper,  after  receiving  the  Letters  from  Mr.  Wolcot  and  yourself,  to 
notify  to  the  said  John  Shick  Calamy  and  such  of  the  Six  Nations 
as  live  upon  the  Sasquehannah,  that  there  was  reason  to  apprehend 
some  White  People  from  your  Province  would  attempt  to  seat  them- 
selves there,  and  at  the  same  time  to  inform  them  that  those  People  were 
not  authorised  or  even  countenanced  by  this  Government,  and  their 
attempts  were  disavowed  by  the  Government  of  Connecticut,  and 
were  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  lawless  sett  of  People,  acting  of  their 
own  Heads,  and  for  whose  Conduct  no  Government  was  answerable. 
LTpon  this  Notification  they  have  signified  their  Resolution  first  to 
kill  the  Cattle  of  such  White  People  as  should  attempt  to  Set- 
tle that  Country,  and  if  after  that  they  persisted  in  their  Settle- 
ment that  they  would  then  treat  them  as  Enemies  and  destroy 
them  all. 

"  I  am  sure  I  need  not  observe  to  one  so  well  acquainted  with  the 
Laws  of  England  as  I  know  You  to  be  that  the  Soil  and  Govern- 
ment of  this  Province  being  legally  vested  in  the  present  Proprie- 
taries under  the  Royal  Charter  to  the  late  William  Penn,  Esquire, 
no  Person  whatever  has  any  Right  to  purchase  Lands  of  the  Indians 
within  the  Limits  of  that  Charter  without  a  Lycence  first  obtained 
from  them  or  their  Governor  for  that  Purpose,  nor  that  no  Lands 
within  the  same  can  be  held  by  Subjects  of  Britain  but  under  their 
Title ;  the  Steps,  therefore,  taken  by  the  People  of  your  Province 
appear  to  me  to  be  not  only  a  high  Invasion  of  the  Rights  of  Gov- 
ernment, but  to  strike  at  the  very  Foundation  of  Property  in  Lands 
in  this  Country,  and  tends  to  introduce  the  greatest  Disputes  and 
Confusions  among  his  Majesty's  Subjects. 

"  I  shall  be,  therefore,  very  sorry  if  your  People  persist  in  the 
Prosecution  of  this  their  wild  Scheme,  as  I  am  apprehensive  It  will 
bring  on  an  Indian  War  in  the  Bowels  of  this  Province,  and  be 
attended  with  other  very  fatal  Consequences  at  a  Time  when  his 
Majesty's  Service  and  the  Interest  of  the  Colonies  require  the 
strictest  Union  between  the  several  Governments  and  a  firm  Friend- 
ship with  the  Indians  in  their  Alliance. 

"  This  Subject  has  carried  me  to  a  greater  Length  than  I  expected ; 
but  I  could  not  avoid  laying  these  several  Matters  before  You,  which 
when  you  have  considered  I  am  persuaded  You  will  see  the  Scheme 
of  these  rash  People  in  the  Light  I  do,  and  contribute  your  endea- 
vours to  prevent  the  Measures  that  seem  at  present  to  threaten  the 
publick  Tranquility. 

U I  am  satisfied  You  do  me  the  Justice  to  think  that  an  Attempt 
so  detrimental  to  the  Peace  of  the  Province  I  have  the  Honour  to 
preside  over  will  meet  with,^  like  Opposition  in  my  Power ;  and  I 
believe  You  judge  with  me  that  a  Sett  of  People  who  quit  their 
own  peaceable  Habitations  with  a  premeditated  Design  to  invade  the 
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Property  and  disturb  the  Quiet  of  their  Neighbours  are  entitled  to 
very  little  Clemency. 

"  I  have  only  to  request  the  Continuance  of  your  good  Officeg 
in  influencing  the  People  of  your  Province  to  lay  aside  their  rash 
Scheme  and  embrace  the  Offer  of  a  legal  Settlement  made  in  Mr- 
Hamilton's  Letter  to  Governor  Wolcot,  which  I  have  Power  and 
Inclinations  to  carry  into  Execution  upon  very  reasonable  Terms,  to 
recommend  the  bearer,  Mr  Armstrong,  to  your  Notice,  and  to  asure 
You  that  I  am, 

"  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"  ROBT-  H.  MORRIS. 

"  To  Governor  Fitch." 


Report  of  John  Armstrong  Sent  by  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania 
to  the  Colony  of  Conneticut  with  Letters,  and  to  make  Discoveries 
of  an  illegal  Purchase  of  Lands  within  the  Province  of  Pennsyl- 
vania by  a  Namber  of  Persons  in  the  Collony  of  Connecticut. 

"  27th  November,  1754. 
"  Then  received  Information  of  Mr.  John  Lloyd,  Merchant  sfi 
Stanford,  in  Connecticut,  that  Mr.  Elderkin  said  he  understood  the 
matter,  that  an  Indian  Deed  was  already  Obtained  from  several  of 
the  Six  Nation  Chiefs,  that  he  the  said  Elderkin  was  Concerned  in 
the  Lands,  that  the  Purchasers  had  the  Countenance  of  their  Gov- 
ernment in  what  they  had  done,  would  Settle  four  hundred  Persons 
Early  in  the  Spring,  and  if  the  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania  had 
any  Objections  he  would  be  glad  how  soon  the  matter  had  a  fair 
tryal  &  was  brought  to  issue. 

"On  the  28th  &  29th  was  informed  at  Newhavcn  (where  I 
delivered  the  Letters  of  the  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris 
in  regard  to  the  above  Purchase  to  the  Governor  of  Connec- 
ticut) by  Cap'-  David  Wooster,  Lieu*-  Nathaniel  Whiting,  &  Mr. 
Thos.  Darling,  that  the  Purchase  was  intirely  of  a  Private  nature, 
contrary  to  their  Own  as  well  Our  Laws,  that  the  Government  (a* 
such)  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  that  Mr.  Elderkin  was  Certainly 
mistaken  if  he  so  much  as  insinuated  any  Licence  to  have  been  given 
by  the  Government  for  that  purpose ;  to  the  same  Import  spoke  the 
Governor,  the  President  of  New  Haven  College,  and  sundry  other 
Gentlemen. 

Mr.  Darling  shewed  me  a  Letter  from  his  Correspondent  near 
Hartford,  discribing  the  boundaries  of  the  Purchase  together  with 
the  Procedure  of  the  People  concerned  at  a  late  Convention  at  Hart- 
ford, where  the  better  to  Conduct  their  Affairs  they  Chose  a  Com- 
mittee, a  Treasurer,  &  Clerk. 

"  The  Lands  Purchased  is  the  Forty-Second  Degree  of  Northern 
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Lattititde,  "beginning  Ten  Miles  Eastward  of  the  Easternmost  Branch 
of  the  River  Sasquehanah,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  Two  de- 
grees of  Longitude. 

u  The  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  are  Major  Phineas  Lyman, 
Major  Roger  Wolcot,  Col'-  Samuel  Tolcot,  Major  Eliphalet  Dyar, 
Mr.  Edwards,  Mr.  George  Wyllys;  the  Latter  is  Secretary  of  the 
Colony  and  Treasurer  to  the  Company,  for  so  they  are  Called,  tho 
Sasquehanah  Company;  'tis 'said  the  Committee  are  men  of  great 
natural  understanding  as  well  as  considerable  acquirements. 

There  were  formerly  Five  Hundred  Subscribers  at  Seven  Dollars 
Each,  to  which  are  now  added  Three  hundred  at  nine  Do.  There 
are  Two  of  the  Sachims  has  refused  to  Sign  the  Deed  untill  they 
are  paid  One  Thousand  Dollars  more  than  the  Other  Sachems  are 
Content  with. 

The  Generality  of  the  more  knowing  People  despise  the  Scheme 
as  wild  &  preposterous,  but  some  others  mightily  cry  up  the  Anti- 
quity and  extent  of  their  Charter  whereon  their  claims  are  chiefly 
built.-    This  is  answered  to  by  Arguments  from  sundry  topicks. 

"1st.  From  the  Priority  even  to  theirs  of  the  North  &  South 
Virginia  Companies  Grant,  dated  1606. 

"  2dly.  From  the  Agreement  between  his  Majestie's  Commis- 
sioners and  the  Governor  &  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut  who  fixed  the  western  boundarie  of  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut;  'tis  true  they  say  there  was  a  second  line  Established 
November  23d,  1683,  more  in  their  Favour,  but  it  was  only  a  Cor- 
rection of  the  first  Agreement  in  December  1st,  1664,  which  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut  to  narrower  Bounds  than  the  first  agreement 
gave  them  ;  this  last  was  Confirmed  by  his  Majesty  in  Council  March 
23th,  1700. 

"  3dly.  From  the  Opposition  they  must  inevitably  meet  with  from 
the  great  Number  of  Indians  now  constrained  by  the  Encroachments 
of  the  French  to  retire  to  these  Lands,  not  only  for  sake  of  Hunting 
but  for  the  Safety  of  their  YvTives  &  Children. 

"  4thly.  From  the  great  Distance  of  these  Lands  from  the  Seat  of 
Government  and  the  difficulty  of  Co-extending  Jurisdiction  with 
their  Property,  &ca- 

"  When  the  Governor's  Letters  are  laid  before  the  upper  & 
Lower  Houses  they  will  doubtless  put  a  Stop  to  any  Considerable 
Number  coming  in  the  Spring  to  Settle  on  the  Sasquehanah  Lands, 
yet  'tis  highly  probable  that  as  matters  are  Carried  to  so  great  a 
Length  some  Number  will  come. 

"  Several  Gentlemen  gave  it  as  their  Opinion  that  the  Result  of 
the  Committee  in  regard  to  Charter  would  be  either  in  some  time 
to  put  such  men  at  the  Head  of  Government  (of  which  by  the  Voice 
of  the  Populace  they  have  an  Annual  Oppertunity)  as  would  Con- 
firm their  Indian  Title,  or  that  One  or  Two  of  the  Committee  would 
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Early  in  the  Spring  go  to  England  and  Solicit  his  Majesty  for  a 
Charter  of  Incorporation  of  the  Same  Tenor  with  the  Old,  which 
for  Various  considerations  they  made  no  doubt  they  should  Obtain. 

"JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
"Philadelphia,  11th  December,  1754." 


Governor  Fitch's  Letter  to  Governor  Morris. 

"Nor walk,  29th  November,  1754. 


"Si 


"  Your  Favour  of  the  20th  Instant  by  Mr.  Armstrong  I  received 
yesterday,  and  should  be  glad  it  was  in  my  Power  to  do  more  Ser- 
vice than  I  am  at  present  able  to  afford,  to  prevent  the  ill  Conse- 
quences You  have  so  well  pointed  out  as  proceeding  from  the  Pur- 
chase of  those  Lands  on  Sasquehannah,  in  the  manner  in  which 
some  People  of  this  Colony  have  presumed  to  act  I  am  very  sensible 
that  to  take  any  Steps  to  disaffect  the  Indians  in  our  Alliance,  or  to 
raise  Contests  between  the  Governments  at  this  critical  Conjuncture 
must  be  prejudicial  to  his  Majesty's  Interest,  and  greatly  detrimental 
to  the  Safety  and  Peace  of  these  Governments,  and  therefore  ought 
to  be  opposed  by  all.  I  persuade  myself,  Sir,  that  You  believe  I 
shall  use  what  Influence  and  Interest  I  can  against  such  Proceedings, 
indeed  I  must  confess  myself  to  be  unacquainted  with  the  Scheme 
proposed  by  those  Persons,  and  know  but  very  little  about  the  Steps 
they  have  taken,  as  they  never  made  any  Application  to  the  Gov- 
ernment about  the  Matter ;  and  who  the  Persons  concerned  be  or 
where  they  live  I  know  not,  but  only  in  general  I  have  been  in- 
formed some  live  in  this  Government,  and  I  suppose  the  greatest 
Number  some  in  England,  some  in  New  York,  the  Jersey,  and 
elsewhere.  When  Governor  Wolcot  made  public  Governor  Ham- 
ilton's Letter  about  this  Affair 3 1  imagined  it  would  have  discouraged 
the  further  Proceedings  in  that  matter,  but  by  what  I  have  heard 
it  had  not  in  general  that  Effect;  however  I  know  of  no  better 
Way  with  Us  at  present  than  to  represent  the  State  of  the  Case  in 
some  publick  manner,  by  which  all  Persons  concerned  may  see  the 
Consequences  of  such  a  Procedure ;  and  it  will  be  needless  for  me 
to  hint  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done  in  your  Government  in  smii 
case.  I  shall,  therefore,  lay  this  Matter  before  our  Assembly  for 
their  Consideration,  and  shall,  as  I  have  Opportunity,  endeavour. 
as  far  as  lies  in  my  Power,  to  shew  the  Peril  attending  such  Trans*. 
actions.  If  any  Thing  worthy  of  Notice  occurs  shall  further  advis: 
You;  in  the  meantime  Remain 

*  "  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"  THO8*  FITCH." 


£62  MINUTES  OF  THE 


A  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  William  Alexander,  Esquire, 

"  New  York,  December  1,  1754. 
"Hon*  Sir: 

*I  was  honored  with  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  by  Mr.  Arm- 
strong, who  set  out  for  New  England  last  Tuesday.  I  expect  him 
here  again  to-morrow  or  next  day,  for  I  hear  Governor  Fitch  is  at 
home  at  Norwalk.  Your  Letter  to  that  Gentleman  I  think  is  a  very 
proper  one.  Mr.  Armstrong  told  me  that  you  desired  him  to  get 
the  dates  of  the  Grants  to  the  North  and  South  Virginia  Companies. 
Both  Grants  are  in  one  Instrument,  dated  10th  April,  1606;  hut  I 
think  can  be  made  no  use  of  against  the  Connecticut  Charter,  for 
altho'  the  Country  from  the  34°  to  the  45°  of  N.  Latitude  be  men- 
tioned in  it,  yet  the  grants  were  for  but  100  Miles  square  to  each 
Company  wherever  they  would  Chuse  it  within  those  Limitts.  The 
South  Virginia  Company  made  their  Election  somewhere  on  Chese- 
peak  Bay,  The  other  Company  made  theirs  in  1615  at  Sadagahook7 
which  is  far  Eastward  of  Boston,  Consequently  what  Lands  re- 
mained the  Crown  had  right  to  grant  to  whom  it  pleased. 

*'  But  I  think  it  is  plain  from  many  things  which  I  have  lately 
seen  that  it  was  the  Intention  of  the  Crown  to  Grant  to  the  People 
of  Connecticut  only  what  was  ungranted  between  Massachusets  and 
Plymouth  Colonies,  and  the  Dutch  of  New  Netherland ;  and  that 
the  reason  for  leaving  the  Connecticut  grant  so  open  on  the  West 
and  South  Sides  was  to  give  them  the  Colour  of  a  pretence  for 
Intrudeing  on  the  Dutch,  with  whom  they  were  then  Contesting 
boundaries.  That  the  Crown  understood  it  so  appears  from  its 
grant  but  two  years  after  to  the  Duke  of  York,  bounded  on  the  East 
by  Connecticut  River,  of  which  the  Dutch  had  been  possessed,  and 
that  the  People  of  Connecticut  Understood  it  so  too  I  think  is  evi- 
iroin  the  Agreement  their  Govr>  (the  very  Gent  who  but  two  years 
before  obtained  that  Grant  for  them)  and  Commissioners  made  with 
the  Commissioners  appointed  by  his  Majesty  and  the  Duke  of  York 
for  that  purpose,  by  which  they  not  only  settle  the  line  between 
them  and  the  Duke's  Grant,  but  do  affix  the  Limitts  of  their  Own 
'Colony.  It  is  dated  1664,  a  Copy  of  it  is  herewith.  Indeed  there 
was  another  agreement  between  this  Province  and  that  Colony  in 
1683,  but  that  was  founded  on  the  first  and  was  Chiefly  to  Correct 
a  mistake  or  rather  an  imposition  of  the  Commissioners  of  New 
England  on  those  of  Old  England,  who  had  made  them  believe  that 
&  line  North  North- West  from  the  Mouth  of  Mamaroneck  River 
would  go  Clear  of  20  Miles  on  the  East  side  of  Hudson's  River.  A 
Copy  of  the  Second  agreement  is  also  herewith. 

"I  am,  Honoured  Sir,  your  obliged  and  Humble  Servant, 

"  WM-  ALEXANDER." 
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"  The  Bounds  of  Connecticut  issued  by  his  Majesty's  Commissioners 
and  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  said  Colony. 
"By  Vertue  of  his  Majesty's  Commission  We  have  heard  the 
Difference  about  the  Bounds  of  the  Patents  granted  to  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  York  and  his  Majesty's  Colony  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  having  deliberately  considered  all  the  Reasons  alledged  by 
Mr.  Allen,  Senr-'  Mr.  Gold,  Mr.  Richards,  and  Cap'-  Winthrop,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Assembly  held  at  Hartford  the  13th  October,  1664, 
to  accompany  John  Winthrop,  Esqr"  the  Governor  of  his  Majesty's 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  to  New  York,  and  to  agree  upon  the  Bounds 
of  the  said  Colony,  why  the  said  Long  Island  should  be  under  the 
Government  of  Connecticut  (which  are  too  long  here  to  be  recited). 
We  do  declare  and  order  that  the  Southern  Bounds  of  his  Majesty's 
Colony  of  Connecticut  is  the  Sea,  and  that  Long  Island  is  to  be  under 
the  Government  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  l'ork,  as  is  ex- 
pressed by  plain  Words  in  the  said  Patents  respectively,  and  also 
by  Vertue  of  his  Majesty's  Commission  and  by  Consent  of  both 
the  Governors  and  the  Gentlemen  above  named. 

"We  also  order  and  declare  that  the  Creek  or  River  called 
Mamaroneck,  which  is  reputed  to  be  about  thirteen  Miles  to  the 
East  of  West  Chester  and  a  Line  drawn  from  the  East  Point  or  side 
where  the  fresh  Water  falls  into  the  salt  at  High  Water  mark, 
North  North-West  to  the  Line  at  the  Massachusetts  be  the  West- 
.  ern  Bounds  of  the  said  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and  all  Plantations 
lying  Westwards  of  that  Creek  and  Line  so  drawn  to  be  under  his 
Royal  Highness'  Government,  and  all  plantations  lying  eastward  of 
that  Creek  and  line  to  be  under  the  Government  of  Connecticut. 
Given  under  our  Hands  at  James'  Fort,  in  New  York,  on  the  Island 
of  Manhattens,  this  First  Day  of  December,  1664. 

"RICHARD  NICHOLLS, 
"GEORGE  CARTWRIGHT, 
"S.  MAVERICKE. 

"We  the  Governors  and  Commissioners  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Connecticut  do  give  our  Consent  to  the  Limits  and  Bounds  above 
mentioned. 

"  As  Witness  our  Hands. 

"JOHN  WINTHROP, 

" ALLEN,  Sen'- 

" RICHARDS, 

" GOLD, 

"JOHN  WINTHROP,  Junr- 

"  Secy's  Office,  N.  York,  Octr-  21st,  1731. 
"  A  true  Copy  from  the  Record, 

"FREDK-  MORRIS,  D.  Secretary. 

"  Minute  of  Council  at  Kensington  28th  March,  1700." 
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"At  the  Court  at  Kensington  the  eight  and  twentieth  day  of 
March,  1700. 

"  PRESENT : 

"The  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty. 

"  Lord  Arch  Bishop  of  Canterbury,  "  Earl  of  Tankerville, 
"Lord  Chancellor,  "Earl  of  Jersey, 

"Lord  President,  "Lord  Terres, 

••'Duke  of  Bolton,  "Lord  Lexington, 

"Lord  Great  Chamberlain,  "Mr.  Secretary  Vernon, 

"Earl  of  Stampford,  " Mr.  Montague. 

"  Whereas,  At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  James  in  New  York  the 
three  and  twentieth  day  of  November,  1683,  certain  Articles  of 
Agreement  were  concluded  between  Coll0-  Thomas  Dungan,  thenGov- 
ernour  of  that  Province,  and  the  Council  of  the  said  Province  on  one 
side,  and  Robert  Treat,  Esqr.,  Governor  of  the  colony  of  Connec- 
ticut, Major  Nathaniel  Gold,  Cap"-  John  Allein,  Secretary,  and  Mr. 
William  Pitkin  in  commission  with  him  from  Connecticut  on  the 
other  side,  in  the  words  following : 

"It  is  agreed  that  the  bounds,  meers,  or  dividend  between  his 
lloyal  Highness'  Territories  or  Province  in  America  and  the  colony 
of  Connecticut,  for  ever  hereafter,  that  begin  at  a  certain  brook  or 
river  called  Byram  Bro;ok  or  River,  which  river  is  between  the  towns 
of  Bye  and  Greenwich  (that  is  to  say)  at  the  mouth  of  the  said 
brook  where  it  falleth  into  the  sound  at  a  point  called  Lyons  Point, 
to  go  as  the  said  river  runneth  to  the  place  where  the  common 
road  or  wading  place  over  the  said  river  is,  and  from  the  said  road 
or  wading  place  to  go  North  north-west  into  the  country  so  far  as 
will  be  eight  English  miles  from  the  foresaid  Lyons  Point,  and  that 
a  line  of  twelve  miles  being  measured  from  the  said  Lyons  Point 
according  to  the  line  or  general  course  of  the  sound  Eastward  where 
the  said  twelve  miles  endeth,  another  line  shall  be  run  from  the 
sound  eight  miles  into  the  country  North  north-west,  and  also  that 
a  fourth  line  be  run  (that  is  to  say)  from  the  northernmost  end  of 
the  eight  miles  line,  being  the  third  mentioned  line,  which  fourth 
line  with  the  first  mentioned  line  shall  be  the  bounds  where  they 
shall  fall  to  run ;  and  that  from  the  eastward  end  of  the  fourth  men- 
tioned line  (which  is  to  be  twelve  miles  in  length),  a  line  parallel 
to  Hudson's  river  in  every  place  twenty  miles  distant  from  Hud- 
son's river  shall  be  the  bounds  there,  between  the  said  Territories 
or  Province  of  New  York  and  the  said  colony  of  Connecticut,  so 
far  as  Connecticut  colony  doth  extend  northward,  that  is  to  say  to 
the  south  line  of  the  Massachusetts  colony,  it  is  provided  that  in 
case  the  line  from  Byram  River  or  Brooks  Mouth  North  north-west 
eight  miles,  and  the  line  that  is  then  to  run  twelve  miles  to  the  end 
of  the  third  forementioned  line  of  eight  miles,  do  diminish  or  take 
away  land  within  twenty  miles   of  Hudson's  river,  that  then  so 
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much  as  is  in  land  diminished  of  twenty  miles  of  Hudson's  river, 
thereby  shall  be  added  out  of  Connecticut  bounds  unto  the  line 
aforementioned  parallel  to  Hudson's  river,  and  twenty  miles  distant 
from  it  the  addition  to  be  made  the  whole  length  of  the  said  parallel 
line,  and  in  such  breadth  as  will  make  up  Quantity  for  Quantity 
what  shall  be  diminished  as  aforesaid. 

"  That  what  arrearages  are  due  from  the  town  of  Rye  to  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut  for  former  Years  and  the  present  year's 
rate  shall  be  paid  to  Connecticut. 

"That  two  Surveyors  be  appointed,  the  one  from  New  York  and 
the  Other  from  Connecticut,  to  make*  a  survey  and  run  the  fore- 
mentioned  lines,  partitions,  Limits,  and  bounds,  between  his  Royal 
Highness'  province  of  New  York  and  the  Colony  of  Connecticut ; 
and  they  the  said  Surveyors  are  to  meet  at  the  town  of  Stanford  on 
the  first  Wednesday  in  October  next  ensuing,  and  to  be  directed  by 
one  of  the  Council  and  two  more  Commissionated  from  Each  Govern- 
ment. 

"That  if  it  shall  please  the  King's  Majesty  and  his  Royal  High- 
ness to  accept  and  Confirm  these  Articles  they  shall  be  good  to  all 
intents  forever  Between  his  Royal  Highness,  and  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
and  the  Corporation  of  Connecticut  and  their  successors,  and  this 
Agreement  to  be  good  and  in  full  force,  power,  and  Virtue,  from 
the  day  of  the  date  hereof.  In  Witness  whereof  the  parties  above 
named  have  to  these  presents  interchangeably  set  their  hands  and 
seals  at  Fort  James,  in  New  York,  the  Eight  and  twentieth  day  of 
November,  in  the  thirty -fifth  year  of  his  Majesty's  Reign,  Annoq. 
Domini,  1683. 

"  And  whereas,  in  pursuauce  of  the  foresaid  agreement  an  actual 
survey  of  the  land  and  places  therein  mentioned  was  also  made  and 
reported  by  the  Surveyors  and  Commissioners  appointed  for  that 
service  in  the  words  following:  'By  virtue  and  in  pursuance  of  a 
Commission  bearing  date  the  twentieth  day  of  September,  1684, 
from  the  Right  Honble-  Coll1-  Thomas,  Gov'-  General  of  all  his  Royal 
Highness'  Territories  in  America,'  &ca<: 

"We,  under-written,  did  upon  the  first  Wednesday  of  this  In- 
stant, Octor-  meet  at  Stanford  Major  Nathan1,  Gold,  Cap0-  JonaD- 
Seleick,  Daniel  Sheerman,  and  Mr.  John  Herriman,  Surveyor, 
Commissionated  by  a  General  Court  held  at  Hartford,  as  by  the 
Commission  they  produced,  bearing  date  May  the  Eighth,  ltf84, 
doth  fully  appear.  We  went  to  Lyons'  Point,  on  the.  East  side  of 
Byran  River,  and  from  the  Mouth  of  the  said  River  whore  it  falls 
into  the  sea  we  Measured  up  the  said  River  and  found  it  to  be  one 
Mile  and  a  half  and  twenty  rods,  bearing  North  half-Easterly  and 
so  came  to  a  great  stone  at  the  wading  place  where  the  road*  cuts 
the  said  River;  thence  directed  our  Course  North  North- West  six 
miles  and  a  half,  and  there  marked  three  white  Oak  Trees  as  in  the 
margin;  then  directed  our  Course  West  and  by  North  seven  Miles 
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and  one  hundred  and  twenty  rods,  which  brought  us  to  the  North- 
ernmost end  of  a  reach  of  Hudson's  River,  which  bears  (we  judge) 
south  aud  by  west  a  quarter  westerly  and  North  and  by  East  a 
quarter  Easterly,  which  above  said  line  falls  upon  the  said  reach 
abo1,  three  miles  above  Frederick  Philips'  upper  mills  over  against 
Tapan,  and  the  said  River  bearing  north  as  to  its  General  Course 
upwards.  We  concluded  the  above-Mentioned  West  and  by  North 
line  to  be  the  shortest  from  the  said  three  Marked  trees  to  Hud- 
son's River,  and  having  unanimously  concluded  that  part  of  the 
sound  from  Lyons'  Point  Easterly  to  bear  East-north-East,  we  did 
from  said  trees  at  Eight  miles  distant  run  a  parallel  to  the  sound, 
viz1, :  East  North-East  twelve  Miles  and  still  Continued  said  Twelve 
Miles  line  East  North-East  one  Mile  and  sixty-four  Rods,  which 
then  gave  us  twenty  Miles  from  Hudson's  River  and  is  Eight  miles 
North  North-West  from  the  sound. 

"Then  finding  the  Oblong  of  twelve  miles  East  North-East  and 
Eight  miles  North  North-West  did  diminish  sixty-one  thousand 
four  hundred  forty  Acres  from  the  twenty  miles  upon  Hudson's 
River,  we  added  to  the  above  said  Twenty  Miles  upon  the  E.  N.  E. 
line  three  hundred  and  five  rods  more  to  run  at  the  additional 
breadth  parallel  to  Hndsons'  till  it  meets  with  the  Massachusetts 
line,  which  we  deemed  one  hundred  distant  miles  from  our  Eight 
miles  line,  which  several  Courses  with  their  distances,  together 
with  three  hundred  and  five  rods  added,  do  clearly  appear  in 
the  plat  by  the  surveyors  drawn  and  hereunto  Annexed,  which 
addition  of  305  rods  we  refer  for  its  Confirmation  and  ratification 
to  the  two  Governments  from  whence  we  are  employed ;  and  that 
the  above  written  is  a  true  report  of  our  proceedings  we  have  this 
tenth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  above  written,  Subscribed  our 
Names. 

"  John  Young,        }  "Nath1-  Gold,  *] 

"John  Bell,  I    Com"-  of     "  Jonath"-  Selick,      I     Comr?- for 

"Philip  Wells,  {New  York.  "  Daniel  Sheerman,  [Connecticut. 
"  Robert  Verklain,  J  "  John  Herriman,  J 

"  And  for  as  much  as  the  Lords  Comuf'  of  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions have  represented  to  his  Majesty  upon  Occasion  of  a  Late  dif- 
ference and  dispute  between  the  said  province  and  Colony  Relating 
to  the  right  of  Government  over  the  towns  of  Rye  and  Bedford 
lying  on  their  borders,  that  it  may  be  necessary  for  the  terminating 
of  that  difference  and  preventing  all  future  disputes  about  the 
division  line  and  boundaries  between  the  said  province  and  Colony 
that  his  Majesty  would  please  to  declare  his  Royal  approbation  and 
Confirmation  of  the  said  Agreement  and  Survey,  his  Majesty  is 
Graciously  pleased  to  approve  and  Confirm  the  same ;  and  pursuant 
to  his  Royal  pleasure  thereupon  signified  and  Expressed,  the  said 
Agreement  and  survey  are  hereby  approved  and  Confirmed  accord- 
ingly, whereof  the  respective  Governments  of  New  York  and  Con- 


PROVINCIAL  COUNCIL.  267 

necticut,  the  towns  of  Rye  and  Bedford,  and  all  persons  whom  it  may 
concern,  are  to  take  due  Notice  and  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

"JOHN  POVEY." 


Extract  from  a  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  Jamet  Alexander, 
Esquire,  (dated  Id  December,  1754). 

"I  am  heartily  sorry  to  hear  that  the  Connecticut  People  have 
so  far  prevailed  as  to  corrupt  some  of  Northampton  People  to  join 
them.  I  believe  more  vigorous  Measures  will  be  wanting  to  nip 
this  Affair  in  the  Budd  than  Writing  to  Governors  and  Magistrates 
or  employing  a  few  Rangers,  as  I  before  proposed  ;  I  question  if  less 
will  do  than  a  superior  Number  to  the  Connecticut  Men,  Women, 
and  Children  that  come,  and  bring  them  to  Philadelphia,  the  Women 
and  Children  to  ship  off  to  Governor  Pitch,  the  Men  to  imprison 
till  bailed  or  list  for  Ohio,  this  done  twice  or  thrice  will  terrify 
Others  from  coming,  and  one  or  two  Thousand  Pounds  laid  now  out 
in  this  Service  may  save  scores  of  Thousands  that  it  may  afterwards 
cost.  I  doubt  not  Connecticut  will  amuse  and  give  good  Words  till 
a  great  Number  be  setled  and  then  bid  Defiance. 

"Your  Letter  to  Governor  Fitch  was  a  very  proper  previous  Step, 
but  I  suppose  nothing  is  to  be  expected  from  it 

"I  shewed  Mr.  Armstrong  and  my  Son  a  Collection  of  all  the 
Papers  relating  to  the  Settlement  of  the  Bounds  between  New  York 
and  Connecticut,  and  gave  it  to  my  Son  to  get  several  of  them  copied 
by  Mr.  Armstrong's  Return.  The  Beginning  of  the  Elizabeth  Town 
Bill  has  Dates  of  Charter  to  South  and  North  Virginia  Company, 
with  Books  and  Leaves  from  whence  taken." 


Extract  from  a  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  Mr.  Thomas  Pow- 
nal,  dated  the  ninth  of  December,  1754. 
"As  to  the  Matter  You  was  pleased  to  intimate  to  me  about  the 
Connecticut  Emigration,  the  following  is  the  best  account  I  could 
pick  up.  I  did  not  see  the  Governor.  There  was  a  great  Meeting 
about  a  Fortnight  ago  at  Hartford  of  the  People  concerned  in  the 
Dfcsign'd.  The  original  Sharers  are  Six  Hundred;  there  were  at 
Hartford  Two  Men  from  the  Delaware  who  represented  Twenty  on 
the  Delaware.  The  Scheme  when  it  was  first  undertaken  stood  thus : 
They  made  a  Purse,  each  Man  paying  four  Dollars  towards  the  Pur- 
chase1, &c,  but  since  that  they  have  been  obliged  to  pay  five  more, 
so  that  to  the  original  Sharers  of  the  Purchase  'tis  nine  dollars  a 
Man.  These  original  Sharers  take  in  (many  of  them)  Partners  in 
their  Share,  So  that  the  Number  of  Emigrants  may  be  very  con- 
siderable. These  Sharers  engaged  to  go  themselves  or  to  procure 
one  to  go  in  their  Stead  to  the  Sasquehauuah,  and  there  to  make  a 
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Settlement,  build  a  Building,  clear  so  much  Land,  &c,  on  their 
respective  Lots  in  a  given  Time.  They  talk  of  each  Lot  being  seve- 
ral square  Miles.  What  was  concerted  at  this  last  Meeting  was  as 
follows  :  They  chose  a  Treasurer  and  a  Committee  to  transact  their 
affairs  as  to  the  Purchase,  as  to  the  Application  to  their  own  Govern- 
ment for  a  Conveyance  of  the  Right,  as  to  their  Application  to  the 
Government  of  England  for  a  Charter,  &c,  &c  ,  as  to  all  controverted 
Rights.  This  is  all  that  appears  upon  the  Face  of  Business  as  far 
as  I  have  learnt.  ;Tis  said  their  own  Government  is  not  inclined 
to  come  into  the  Scheme;  But  I  should  guess  by  the  People  con- 
cerned in  it  the  Fact  is  not  so.  Deputy  Govr<  Pictkins  and  Major 
Wolcot  (both  Commissioners  at  Albany  this  Summer)  were  men- 
tioned to  me  as  concerned  in  it;  The  other  Names  I  heard  are  Mr. 
Seym  or,  Mr.  Edwards,  an  Attorney  at  Hartford,  Col.  Falcot  of 
Hartford,  Major  Dyers,  Col.  Willis,  Major  Ley  man,  and  several 
other  principal  Men  of  this  Province.  I  think  I  heard  that  their 
agent  had  wrote  them  Word  that  it  was  supposed  their  Scheme 
would  interfere  with  Mr.  Penn's  Patent.  The  grand  Emigration 
does  not  propose  to  go  forth  till  all  be  quietly  settled,  but  in  the 
mean  time  'tis  said  there  will  be  some  Individuals  going. 

"  All  this  and  more  than  this  I  imagine  You  must  have  heard ; 
but  as  You  desired  me  to  acquaint  You  with  what  I  heard  of  it  as 
I  passed  thro'  the  Colony,  I  do  this  more  to  shew  my  Readiness 
to  comply  with  every  Command  You  can  honour  with  than  that  it 
can  give  You  any  new  Light  into  the  Affair. 


A  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  Col.  Johnson. 

"  December  9,  1754. 
"  May  it  please  Your  Honour  : 

"  I  with  pleasure  embrace  this  opportunity  of  congratulating  Your 
Honour  on  Your  Safe  Arrival  and  advancement  to  that  Government, 
over  which  I  sincerely  wish  You  long  to  preside. 

"  I  have  been  honoured  with  Yours  of  the  15th  ult.  by  Mr.  Daniel 
Clause,  whom  I  immediately  sent  to  call  Hendrick  to  my  House. 
Upon  his  arrival  I  delivered  and  interpreted  your  Honour's  Letter 
or  Invitation  to  him,  and  urged  his  waiting  upon  You  immediately, 
which,  when  he  agreed  to,  1  spoke  to  him  concerning  the  affair  as 
far  as  I  Judged  necessary;  and  I  flatter  myself  it  will  have  a  good 
Effect,  He  having  faithfully  promised  me  to  exert  himself  and  use 
his  utmost  endeavours  for  the  Interest  of  the  Proprietaries  against 
the  Connecticut  Attempt. 

"  After  my  expatiating  some  time  on  the  Injustice  of  their  Pro- 
ceedings, more  especially  so  after  what  had  passed  at  Albany  last 
June  in  Pubiick,  Hendrick  then  with  some  warmth  disapproved  of 
them,  as  well  as  the  weakness  of  those  of  his  Bretheren  who  were 
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seduced  by  Lyddius,  and  promised  to  do  all  he  could  to  make  them 
revoke  or  retract  what  they  had  so  shamefully  done,  provided  I 
would  Assist  him  and  Countenance  his  Proceedings  with  the  Five 
Nations,  which  I  assured  him  I  would  with  all  my  Interest;  upon 
that  He  and  his  Party  sett  out  full  of  Spiritts  and  in  good  temper  j 
and  I  doubt  not  (from  the  knowledge  of  Your  Honour's  great  and 
well-established  Character)  of  their  returning  so;  and  Mr.  Peter's 
great  experience  and  thorough  knowledge  of  Indian  affairs  as  well 
as  of  Hendrick's  temper  and  Principalis  will  contribute  much  to 
Your  Honour's  Ease  in  accelerating  the  Affair  with  them,  Who 
(to  those  unacquainted  with  their  Ways  and  tedious  forms)  must  be 
thought  very  troublesome  and  Silly.  I  have  had  a  great  deal  of 
discourse  with  Hendrick  in  private  about  that  aifair,  and  also  his 
present  Sentiments,  which  to  insert  here  would  make  my  Letter  of 
too  great  a  length  for  Your  Honour  to  read  with  Patience ;  where- 
fore make  bold  to  refer  Your  Honour  to  the  Bearer,  Mr.  Clause, 
for  some  particulars  I  have  communicated  to  him,  as  I  am  convinced 
of  his  Sincerity  and  readiness  to  Serve  that  Government  on  all 
Occasions. 

"  Nothing  could  give  me  more  Pleasure  than  to  hear  of  those 
Indians  answering  Your  Honour's  Expectations,  as  I  am,  with  all 
due  regard, 

"  Your  Honour's  Most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

"J.  M.  JOHNSON. 

"Mount  Johnson,  Decbr-  the  9th,  1754." 


A    Letter  from   Col.  Johnson   to  Mr.  Richard  Peters. 

"  Mount  Johnson,  Decbr-  9th,  1754. 
"  Sir : 

"Your  kind  favour  of  the  15th  Ulut0'  with  one  from  Governor 
Morris,  was  brought  to  me  by  Mr.  Clause  into  the  Woods  where  I 
have  been  these  three  Months  past  settling  some  of  my  Lands,  upon 
which  I  came  Home  and  sent  Mr.  Clause  immediately  for  the  Poli- 
tician Hendrick,  to  whom  I  delivered  the  Govcrnour's  Letter  and 
advised  him  to  undertake  the  Journey,  which  at  first  he  was 
unwilling  to  do,  but  after  talking  a  good  deal  on  the  Subject  to  him 
and  promising  to  join  and  back  him  here  among  the  Six  Nations, 
his  Fears  and  Uneasiness  vanished,  so  that  he  agreed  to  go,  and  As- 
sured me  he  would  do  all  in  his  Power  for  the  Interest  of  the 
Proprietaries. 

"  As  None  knows  the  Nature  and  Temper  of  Indians  better  than 
you  do,  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  of  their  returning  well  satisfied 
and  in  good  Temper,  which  would  give  me  great  pleasure,  as  I  am 
certain  it  would  be  of  Service  to  the  Cause  in  Hand. 
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"  Having  been  hurried  and  thronged  with  Numbers  since  my 
coming  home  as  not  to  allow  me  time  to  write  or  scarce  look  about 
me,  hope  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  excuse  Brevity  and  this  Scrawl, 
and  believe  me 

"  Sincerely  Your  most  humble  Servant, 

«WM.  JOHNSON. 
"P.  S. — I  have  given  Mr.  Clause  some  hints  concerning   the 
Management  of  the  Indians  while  there,  which  may  be  useful." 


Extract  from    a   Letter   to    James   Alexander , .  Esquire,  from   a 
Connecticut  Man. 

"Norwalk,  Decr  13th,  1752. 
"  Sir : 

"  The  last  Assembly  in  October  a  Petition  was  prepared  signed 
by  four  hundred  Heads  of  Families,  praying  for  a  Grant  of  those 
Lands  within  the  Bounds'  of  our  Charter  that  lie  West  of  Hudson's 
River.  I  wa&  earnestly  applied  to  by  some  of  the  Company,  but  on 
what  you  said  to  me  When  You  last  saw  me  at  New  York  I  not 
only  refused  to  have  any  Thing  to  do  with  them  but  took  the 
proper  Means  to  have  their  Petition  negatived,  but  in  such  a  Way 
as  they  knew  nothing  of. 


Mr.  James  Alexander's  Answer  to  the  foregoing. 

"New  Yokk,  Decr-  15th,  1752. 
"Sir: 

u  For  Connecticut  to  claim  any  Part  of  what's  West  of  the  Line 
agreed  on  in  1683  and  confirmed  by  King  William  in  1700,  may  be 
of  Fatal  Consequence  to  its  Charter,  which  it  has  long  enjoyed 
without  any  Enquiry  into  the  Validity  of  it,  but  if  by  their  Claims 
they  disturb  New  York,  New  Jersey,  or  Pennsylvania,  it  of  Course 
will  set  them  to  enquiring  into  the  Validity  and  to  bring  it  to 
the  Test  by  Scire  Facias  or  Quo  Warranto,  and  if  in  the  Issue  of 
either  of  these  it  cannot  stand  the  Test  then  it  may  be  adjudged 
void,  and  if  it  should  be  so  adjudged  then  would  they  by  their  Claims 
have  acted  the  Part  of  the  Dog  in  the  Fable  by  catching  at  the 
Shadow  let  go  the  Substance. 

"  I  think  it's  Law  that  where  the  King  has  a  good  Right  to  grant 
a  Thing  and  does  grant  it,  and  by  the  same  Charter  grants  what  he 
could  not  lawfully  do,  the  very  inserting  that  which  he  could  not 
grant  will  vitiate  and  render  the  whole  Grant  void. 

"  But  at  the  Date  of  the  Connecticut  Charter  a  great  Part  of 
what's  within  the  Bounds  of  it  was  then  in  the  actual  Possession  of 
the  Dutch,  no  Part  of  which  could  the  King  lawfully  grant  to  any 
of  his  Subjects  while  so  in  the  Possession  of  another  Christian  State. 
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and  if  this  Fact  appears  upon  the  Quo  Warranto  or  Scire  Facias  it 
will  vacate  the  whole  Charter. 

"  It  may  be  said  (and  it  is  said  and  insisted  on  by  the  Elizabeth 
Town  Answer)  that  the  Duke  of  York's  Grant  of  New  York  and 
New  Jersey  in  1664  must  be  for  the  same  Reason  void. 

"  I  answer,  the  Duke  of  York  and  his  Council  in  England  actually 
thought  that  first  Grant  void  in  Law  for  that  Reason,  and,  there- 
fore, after  the  Peace  of  London  in  1678,  by  which  the  Dutch  yielded 
to  King  Charles  the  Second  all  their  Claim  to  New  Netherland, 
the  Duke  had  a  Second  Grant  of  New  York  and  in  New  Jersey  in 
1674,  which  was  no  way  liable  to  the  Objection  that  the  first  was 
liable  to. 

"  When  your  General  Court  shall  seriously  consider  this  I  believe 
they  will  think  they  have  great  Reason  to  thank  whoever  advised 
them  to  beware  of  the  Precipice  which  they  must  have  unavoidably 
fallen  into  by  granting  the  Prayer  of  that  Petition  with  400  Hands 
to  it. 

"  I  make  no  Doubt  but  that  the  Crown  (if  the  Charter  should  be 
vacated)  would  grant  the  soil  to  the  particular  Owners  under  their 
present  Charter,  but  that  the  Crown  would  grant  them  the  Govern- 
ment again  I  very  much  doubt,  and  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  do 
it  till  they  made  good  all  the  Damage  which  the  other  Colonies  had 
suffered  or  were  like  to  suffer  by  their  unlawful  Claim  and  all  the 
Charges  of  the  Quo  Warranto  or  Scire  Facias  and  the  Charge  of 
their  Agents  in  negotiating  the  Matter. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble  Servant, 

"JA.  ALEXANDER.'7 


A  Letter  to  James  Alexander,  Esquire,  from   Mr.  James  Brown, 
of  Nor  walk. 

"  Norwalk,  Jan'y  27th,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"  You  may  remember  I  wrote  to  you  in  behalf  of  one  Captain 
Case  and  his  Constituents  to  know  if  You  could  inform  where  a 
Body  of  Land  might  be  had  in  the  Jerseys  that  might  accommodate 
one  hundred  Families  near  the  Drowned  Lands.  To  which  You 
answered  it  would  be  best  that  You  and  I  should  have  a  meeting, 
as  I  in  my  Letter  had  proposed.  The  People  was  to  have  been  with 
me  long  ago  and  furnished  me  with  Money  for  carrying  on  that 
Affair,  but  the  noise  of  a  New  Colony  under  our  Charter  Grant  hath 
set  the  People  so  madding  that  they  have  sent  a  great  many 
thousand  Dollars  to  one  Lydius,  as  I  am  informed,  who  hath  made 
a  Purchase  of  some  Indians  of  a  Tract  of  Land  at  Sasquehannah  of 
120  Miles  in  Longitude  and  70  in  Latitude.  There  is,  as  I  under- 
stand, upward  of  one  thousand  Persons  in  this  Undertaking,  all 


272  MINUTES  OF  THE 

under  the  Conduct  of  this  Lydius,  who  hath  lately,  as  I  have  been 
informed,  invited  them  to  make  a  new  Purchase  of  the  Indiana 
within  the  Jersey  Claim,  on  which  the  Undertakers  have  sent 
another  large  sum  of  Money  to  be  employed  for  that  Purpose,  and 
by  their  Committee  have  preferred  a  Memorial  to  our  Assembly 
(who  were  called  together  this  Month)  and  required  that  they  would 
give  them  some  Countenance  in  making  Application  to  the  Crown 
tor  a  Confirmation  of  those  Lands,  the  first  of  which  Tracts  is  within 
the  Grant  to  Governor  Pcnn,  the  other  in  the  Jerseys  as  I  under- 
stand. Whether  the  latter  Purchase  be  actually  made  I  cannot 
tell,  but  I  suppose  Lydius  will  lose  no  Time  until  that  Affair  be 
accomplished,  for  it  seems  he  is  labouring  to  divide  those  Tribes  of 
Indians  who  pretend  to  claim  those  Lands.  Our  Assembly  have 
done  nothing  yet  in  the  Case,  but  what  may  be  done  in  May  next  I 
cannot  tell,  for  their  Number  is  great  and  some  of  the  principal 
Men  in  the  Government  engaged  and  concerned.  I  have  done  all  I 
could  to  prevent  the  Government  doing  any  Thing  or  intermeddling 
in  the  Case,  and  told  them  that  the  first  Settlement  of  our  Western 
Bounds  was  between  the  King  and  the  Colony,  and  must  stop  all 
Pretence  of  our  extending  our  Claim  any  further  either  in  Law  or 
Equity.  I  likewise  told  them  the  Danger  they  were  in  of  loosing 
their  Charter  in  Case  they  pretended  to  extend  any  Claim  beyond 
the  first  Settlement.  As  for  the  other  Settlements  they  seem  to 
refer  to  Us  and  New  York  only,  without  any  Relation  to  the  Lands 
West.  I  have  had  sundry  generous  offers  to  come  in  with  them, 
which  I  have  always  refused,  and  told  them  it  was  in  a  sort  riotous 
and  disorderly,  and  that  the  method  in  which  they  had  proceeded 
might  at  this  critical  Time  have  a  Tendency  to  divide  the  Tribes  of 
Indians,  which  I  have  been  since  informed  it  had  done.  What  I 
have  done  in  preventing  our  Assembly's  doing  any  thing  for  this 
great  Number  of  Men  was  that  I  might  prevent  any  Incumbrance 
being  laid  on  your  Lands  in  the  Jerseys,  altho'  I  chiefly  mentioned 
the  Purchase  they  made  within  Penn  his  Grant,  and  assured  them  I 
had  been  informed  that  those  Lands  had  long  since  been  purchased 
of  the  Indians  by  Liberty  from  the  Crown.  Now,  Sr-'  in  case  You 
think  any  thing  further  can  be  done  by  me  you  will  advise  me 
thereof.  Sr-'  I  have  lately  come  from  Col.  Brownes  at  Salem,  who 
with  great  Regard  presents  his  Compliments,  and  desires  I  would 
take  Hunt's  Money  and  use  it,  and  account  with  him  for  it  in  \m 
-Business.  I  hope  to  wait  on  You  at  New  York  as  soon  as  I  get 
over  the  Fatigues  of  that  long  and  tedious  Journey. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  very  humble  Servant, 

"  JAMES  BROWN." 
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Mr.  Alexander's  Answer  to  Mr.  James  Brown. 
«  Sir : 

UI  have  the  Favour  of  Yours  of  January  the  27th  by  your  Son, 
and  am  heartily  sorry  that  your  People  should  so  throw  away  their 
Money  in  making  Purchases  privately  of  the  Indians  thro'  Lydius, 
seeing  the  Six  Nations  have  several  Times  confirmed  to  William  Penn 
and  his  Heirs  the  whole  Province  of  Pennsylvania  pursuant  to  the 
Grant  of  the  Crown,  tho'  I  believe  at  the  same  time  it  wasagreed  that 
Penn  and  his  Heirs  should  pay  for  the  particular  Parts  before  settling. 

"  I  do  not  know  that  there's  so  much  as  one  thousand  Acres  in 
New  Jersey  but  what  has  been  purchased  of  the  true  Indian  owners, 
and  should  any  Attempt  be  to  make  Indian  Purchases  there  they 
may  happen  to  repent  it  heartily,  for  by  sundry  Acts  of  Assembly 
none  but  the  Proprietors  can  purchase,  and  even  they  not  without 
Lycence,  which  they  have  exclusive  of  all  others,  and  if  any  Person 
purchases  otherwise  it  is  not  only  declared  by  the  said  Acts  to  be 
seditious,  criminal,  and  void,  but  also  a  Penalty  laid  of  40s.  for 
every  Acre  so  purchased. 

"  I  am  clearly  of  your  Opinion,  that  the  first  Settlement  of  the 
Bounds  of  Connecticut  in  1664  stopped  all  further  Claim  Westward 
by  Vertue  of  their  Charter,  and  their  claiming  further  Westward 
may  push  those  who  shall,  be  disturbed'  by  their  Claim  to  prosecute 
a  Scire  Facias  for  vacating  their  Charter  for  so  claiming.  The  other 
Settlements  posterior  I  allow  do  relate  only  to  your  Colony  and  the 
Territories  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  but  those  Ter- 
ritories not  only  included  New  York  but  also  New  Jersey,  which 
was  Part  of  his  Territories,  as  it  was  held  by  Grant  from  him,  ren- 
dering and  paying  to  him  Yearly  Twenty  Nobles,  so  that  he  was 
mesne  Lord  between  his  Grantees  and  the  Crown,  which  Fact  I 
believe  You  was  unacquainted  with. 

"  I  think  You  was  perfectly  right  in  refusing  the  generous  offers 
made  to  You  to  come  in  with  those  Purchasers,  for  I  believe  those 
Proceedings  will  be  found  not  only  riotous  and  disorderly  but  a 
high  Contempt  of  the  Royal  Authority,  and  more  especially  blame- 
worthy at  this  Time,  as  they  may  tend  to  create  Divisions  and  ill 
Blood  among  the  Indians. 

"  I  am  very  glad  that  your  Sentiments  and  mine  do  so  nearly 
agree  in  those  Matters,  and  hope  your  just  Sentiments  may  tend  to 
convince  your  People  of  the  Folly  and  Injustice  of  those  Purchases 
so  made  and  intended  to  be  made,  and  to  desist  from  putting  them- 
selves and  others  to  further  Charge  and  Trouble  concerning  them 
and  endangering  their  own  Charter,  which  may  prove  the  re-acting 
the  Part  of  the  dog  in  the  Fable — Losing  the  Substance  l»j  Snatch- 
ing at  the  Shadow. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  very  humble  Servant, 

"JA  ALEXANDER.'' 
vol.  vi.— 18. 
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On  considering  the  several  Matters  set  forth  in  the  former  Minutes 
of  Council  and  in  these  Papers,  the  Council  advised  the  Governor, 
after  thanking  Hendrick  and  the  Indians  who  accompany  him  for 
their  ready  Compliance  with  his  Invitation  and  undertaking  such  a 
long  Journey  inx  so  severe  a  Season,  which  shewed  the  Sincerity  of 
their  Love  for  the  People  of  this  Province,  to  mention  these  several 
Points : 

First.  The  King's  Grant  to  Mr.  Penn. 

Secondly.  That  it  has  been  repeatedly  made  known  to  the  Six 
Nations  with  the  full  Extent  of  it. 

Thirdly.  That  a  firm  Friendship  has  been  made  with  the  United 
Nations,  renewed  from  time  to  time,  and  always  held  sacred  by  Mr. 
Penn  and  his  Family  as  well  as  by  his  respective  Governors. 

Fourthly.  That  the  King  has  been  made  acquainted  with  the 
several  Treaties,  approved  of  them,  required  his  Subjects  to  keep 
and  fulfil  them,  and  expected  that  the  Indians  should  do  so  too. 

Fifthly.  Passing  over  those  of  old  Time  that  mention  should  be 
made  of  what  is  within  the  Memory  of  Us  all,  viz'- : 

Sixthly.  The  Treaty  in  1736,  and  the  solemn  manner  in  which 
it  was  concluded  by  a  very  large  Deputation  of  the  Six  Nations,  in 
which  they  the  United  Nations  bound  themselves  in  the  most  firm 
and  legal  manner  by  an  Instrument  under  their  Hands  and  Seals 
not  to  sell  any  Lands  comprized  within  Mr.  Penn's  Charter  to  others 
than  his  Heirs  and  Successors. 

Seventhly.  That  in  the  most  voluntary  and  perfectly  free  and 
open  manner  the  Six  Nations  last  Year  ratified  this  solemn  Contract 
at.  Albany  in  the  Presence  of  some  of  the  principal  Persons  of  the 
several  Governments  then  present  at  the  Congress,  having  first  mcn-« 
tioned  an  Application  of  some  of  the  People  of  Connecticut  to  pur- 
chase from  them  the  Wyomink  Lands  under  some  Pretence  or  other 
of  those  Lands  being  Part  of  their  Country,  and  with  the  positive 
manner  in  which  they  rejected  that  application  and  assigned  the 
care  of  those  lands  to  John  Shickalamy  with  a  view  that  the  Con- 
necticut People  should  be  obstructed  if  they  attempted  the  Settle- 
ment of  them  on  any  Pretence  whatever. 

Eightly.  That  notwithstanding  all  these  Treaties,  Contracts,  & 
Instruments  under  Hand  and  Seal  so  fully,  so  publickly,  so  lately 
ratified  at  Albany,  one  Lydius,  a  Roman  Catholick,  and  suspected  to 
be  a  Friend  of  the  French,  at  the  Instigation  of  some  of  the  In- 
habitants of  Connecticut,  but  without  Leave  or  License  from  that 
Government,  in  Breach  of  their  Laws  had  prepared  a  Deed  of  those 
Wyomink  Lands  fco  be  executed  by  the  Six  Nations  to  some  of  the 
People  of  Connecticut,  and  had  undertaken  to  influence  them  as 
they  should  occasionally  conic  to  his  House,  and  that  to  the  Shame 
and  Reproach  of  the  Six  Nations  this  false  friends  of  theirs,  this 
wicked  Man,  had  prevailed  either  by  Bribes  or  drink  on  many  pri- 
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Tate  Indians  as  they  came  occasionally  to  Albany  on  other  Business 
to  sign  this  Deed,  making  untrue  Descriptions  of  the  Places  where 
the  Land  lay  to  some  of  them,  and  to  Others  expressly  affirm  tog 
that  it  was  not  any  Land  they  the  Six  Nations  had  a  Value  for  or 
that  interfered  with  the  Rights  of  any  other  Province  than  Con- 
necticut. 

And  Lastly.  That  the  Execution  of  such  a  Deed  in  any  manner, 
much  more  this  private,  fraudulent,  and  deceitful  manner,  is  a  mani- 
fest Breach  of  the  Treaties  and  a  Violation  of  the  most  solemn  Acts 
and  Agreements  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  that,  therefore,  it  is  incum- 
bent on  them  to  represent  this  Matter  to  the  Government  of  Con- 
necticut and  to  insist  upon  it  that  the  Deed  should  be  delivered  up 
by  Lydius  by  Order  of  that  Government  as  a  Fraud  &  Imposition 
upon  the  People  in  whose  Favour  it  is  pretended  to  be  made ;  thas 
they  the  Six  Nations  should  procure  for  the  Proprietaries  the  Know- 
ledge of  the  Names  of  the  Signers  and  a  Declaration  from  them  of 
what  passed  at  the  Time  of  Execution,  and  that  the  Proprietaries  of 
this  Province  be  indemnified  and  put  to  no  Trouble  on  Account  of 
this  Deed,  and  all  this  to  be  done  by  the  Six  Nations  in  such  manner 
as  is  most  agreeable  to  their  Ideas  of  Justice  and  their  own  known 
Forms  of  doing  Business,  which  as  the  Governor  is  unacquainted 
with  he  must  leave  to  Hendrick  to  consider  and  give  Advice  about, 
and  lastly,  as  this  was  a  Matter  of  Impoitance  that  might  draw  on 
this  Government  very  heavy  Consequences,  a  War  amongst  the 
King's  Subjects,  and  a  War  with  the  Indians,  since  the  immediate 
Settlem'-  of  this  Land  was  intended  and  the  Attempt  was  already 
begun  by  the  Connecticut  People,  he  desired  them  to  think  seriously 
how  this  could  best  and  most  speedily  be  done,  and  not  only  to  ad- 
,  vise  but  to  undertake  to  do  it,  assuring  them  that  what  was  asked 
was  perfectly  agreeable  to  Col.  Johnson,  who  had  recommended  to 
this  Government  tp  ask  and  insist  upon  these  several  Matters,  and 
that  he  would  concur  with  Us  to  obtain  them. 

The  Governor  approving  this  Advice  sent  for  the  Indians,  and 
when  the  usual  Compliments  of  Condolance  for  the  Deaths  of  such 
Persons  of  Distinction  as  had  on  both  Sides  departed  this  Life  had 
passed,  which  took  up  abundance  of  Time  and  consumed  a  large 
Quantity  of  Wampum,  he  proceeded  to  mention  these  several  Mat- 
ters very  distinctly  and  in  Order,  the  Indians  being  very  attentive 
and  the  Interpreter  at  their  Instance  reading  such  several  Parts  of 
the  Treaties  and  Deeds  as  were  judged  necessary  on  this  Occasion, 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Tuesday,  14th  January 
1755,  P.  M. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  Benjamin  Shoemaker,  )  -™ 

Robert  Strettell,  Richard  Peters,  j  ^s(Fires- 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Governor  received  a  Letter  from  the  Speaker  informing  him 
that  Twelve  Indians  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  were  at  his  House  in 
their  way  to  Philadelphia,  and  sent  a  Pass  produced  by  them  from 
the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  at  Albany,  setting  forth  that 
they  were  taken  Captives  by  the  French  Indians  in  the  Cherokee 
Country  about  two  Years  ago,  and  had  made  their  Escape  with  an 
Intent  to  proceed  to  their  own  Country,  and  coming  to  Albany  the 
Commissioners  had  taken  Compassion  of  them  and  sent  the  Inter- 
preter to  conduct  them  on  their  Journey.  The  Secretary  was  sent 
with  the  Compliments  of  the  Government  to  them  at  Mr.  Norris? 
and  conducted  them  to  Town,  lodged  them  in  the  State  House,  and 
introduced  them  to  Hendrick  and  his  Company.  After  which  they 
waited  on  the  Governor  and  Council  and  produced  their  Pass,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  entered.  Hendrick  was  desired  to  learn  their 
History,  which  he  did,  but  it  had  nothing  in  it  remarkable. 

The  Cherokee's  Pass  above  mentioned  is  as  follows  : 

"  Albany,  9th  December,  1754. 

"  This  Day  appeared  before  Us  (the  Commissioners  of  the  Indian 
Affairs)  the  Bearers  hereof,  who  are  Cherokee  Indians,  being  12  in 
number,  and  from  thence  taken  Captive  by  the  French  Indians 
about  two  Years  ago,  and  from  thence  ran  away  with  an  Intent  to 
proceed  to  their  own  Country;  And  we  taking  Compassion  on  them 
have  thought  proper  to  assist  them  on  their  Journey,  and,  there- 
fore sent  Jacobus  Clement  to  guide  them  as  far  as  JEsopus;  and 
the  said  Commissioners  desire  all  Persons  not  to  molest  them,  but 
to  direct  and  assist  them  on  the  Road  thither.  We  are,  Gentlemen, 
"  Your  most  humble  Servants, 

«  WYNDER  SCHUYLER, 

»  CORNELIS  CUYLER, 

«  PIETER  WINNE, 

«  JACOB  C  TEN  EYCK, 

"  JOHN  BUCKMAN, 

"  JOHN  B.  V.  RENSSELAR, 

"  We  being  well  satified  that  the  above  is  true  and  genuine,  de- 
sire that  all  Persons  whatsoever  may  suffer  them  to  pass  without 
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Molestation,  and  also  desire  that  they  will  be  benevolent  and  assist 
them  in  their  Travels. 

"A.  GAASBECK  CHAMBERS, 
"JOHANNES  TENBROECK, 
"  JOHANNUS  DE  LAMETTER, 
"  DAVID  DE  LAMETTER, 
"PETRUSBOGARDUS, 
"  JOHN  CROOK." 
Mr.  Francis  informed  the  Governor  that  he  had  some  time  ago 
acquainted  the  Proprietaries  with  his  Inclinations  to  lay  down  the 
Office  of  Attorney  General,  and  that  having  received  a  Letter  from 
him  signifying  his  Consent,  though  with  Reluctance,  as  he  was  well 
Satisfied  with  his  Services,  and  should  be  glad  he  would  continue 
in  that  Office,  he  desired  to  resign ;  and  the  Governor  recommended 
to  the  Board  Mr.  Benjamin  Chew  to  Succeed  him;  who  was  unani- 
mously approved,  and  his  Commission  ordered  to  be  prepared. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Wednesday  the  15th  January, 
1755,  A.  M. 

PRESENT  : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant  G-overnor. 

John  Penn,  Robert  Strettell,") 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  Joseph  Turner,    V  Esquires. 

Richard  Peters,  ) 

Hendrick  and  the  Mohock  Indians. 

Conrad  Weiser,  Interpreter. 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

Hendrick  and  the  Indians  return'd  their  answer  in  these  Words : 
"  Brother  Onas — 

"  The  Governor  and  the  Good  People  of  this  Province  have  been 
so  kind  to  Us  and  entertained  Us  so  agreeably  that  We  have  in- 
dulged ourselves  a  long  while.  Till  Yesterday  We  did  no  Business, 
Then  You  spoke  to  Us,  and  by  your  Speech  We  are  sensible  You 
place  much  Confidence  in  Us.  We  are  very  glad  that  You  discovered 
to  Us  the  Grief  of  your  Heart,  and  We  have  taken  every  Thing  You 
said  very  seriously  into  Consideration." 

Gave  a  String. 
"Brother: 

"We  have  considered  what  you  have  said  to  Us  about  the  deceit- 
ful Deed  that  John  Lydius  inveigled  seme  of  Us  to  sign. 

"  We  agree  that  the  Deed  should  be  destroyed.     We  agree  with 
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You  that  it  is  a  false  Proceeding.  We  will  give  You  our  Assist- 
ance, but  You  know  that  We  cannot  destroy  the  Deed  ourselves, 
that  would  be  another  Mistake  that  would  be  to  do  as  these  bad 
People  have  done;  It  must  be  the  act  of  the  Council  of  the  Six 
Nations.  We  will  think  of  the  proper  Means.  One  Measure  has 
already  come  into  our  Minds,  that  is,  We  advise  the  Governor  to 
send  for  Two  Deputies  of  every  Nation,  Mohocks,  Senecas,  Onon- 
dagos,  Cayugas,  Oneidos,  and  Tuscaroras,  either  here  or  at  Albany, 
to  kindle  a  Council  Fire  with  them  and  lay  before  them  these  several 
D'eeds  for  them  to  consider  and  find  a  Way  to  oblige  the  Govern- 
ment of  Connecticut  to  discountenance  this  Proceeding,  and  to  make 
it  a  joint  Act  of  Government  with  the  Six  Nations  to  cancel  that 
Deed  in  a  Treaty  to  be  held  for  that  Purpose  with  the  Six  Nations 
and  Government  of  Connecticut. 

"  Brethren : 

"We  and  You  can  talk  pro.  and  con.  with  great  Freedom,  but 
these  People  must  be  told  of  it  in  Form.  But  then  as  it  is  a  War 
Time,  We  advise  that  this  be  done  as  soon  as  possible,  for  We  who 
are  here  to-day  may  not  be  here  to-morrow.  This  is  our  present 
advice." 

Gave  a  large  Belt. 

Then  the  Governor  told  the  Indians  that  he  had  something  to 
communicate  to  them  of  a  public  nature  which  he  would  do  in  the 
State  House  in  the  Presence  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  desired  to 
see  the  Indians  there  in  half  an  hour,  and  to  bring  with  them  the 
Gberokees. 


At  a  Council  held  at  the  State  House,  15th  January,  1755,  A.  M . 

present : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  Robert  Strettell, ") 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  Joseph  Turner,     y  Esquires- 

Richard  Peters,  J 

Henrick  and  the  Mohock  Indians. 

The  Cherokee  Indians. 

Gonrad  Weiser,  Interpreter. 

Several  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City. 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

Hendrick,  on  behalf  of  the  Cherokees,  thanked  the  Government 
for  their  kind  Reception  and  generous  Entertainment,  and  assured 
the  Governor  that  they  were  by  no  means  tired  with  staying  with 
their  Brethren,  but  as  they  had  been  a  long  while  absent  from  their 
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Families  tliey  desired  Leave  to  proceed  to  the  Cherokee  Country, 
and  being  told  that  some  C loathes  were  making  for  them,  and  when 
these  were  ready  their  Passports,  their  Letters  of  llecommendation, 
and  their  Guides,  they  wou'd  then  be  left  to  go  when  they  pleased. 
Hereupon  Hendrick  again  at  their  Instance  returned  Thanks  in  a 
very  affectionate  manner,  and  then  Hendrick,  in  b-half  of  all  the 
Six  Nations,  as  they  were  in  Alliance  with  the  Cherokees,  made  an 
elegant  Compliment  to  the  Government  for  their  brotherly  and  com- 
passionate Usage  of  these  distressed  Indians,  and  commended  the 
Prop"-'  Governor,  and  People  of  this  Province  as  having  more  than 
any  other  of  the  Colonics  manifested  on  all  occasions  a  particular 
Tenderness  and  affection  for  the  Indians. 

Then  the  Governor  spoke  as  follows  : 
"  Brethren  the  Six  Nations — 

''We  are  mutually  obliged  by  Treaties  to  give  each  other  Intelli- 
gence, and  in  Vertue  of  these  Leagues,  and  as  a  Testimony  of  the 
peculiar  Confidence  We  place  in  the  Mohock  Nation,  We  inform 
You  that  His  Majesty  has  remonstrated  to  the  ^French  King  the 
Injustice  of  the  Encroachments  made  by  his  Subjects  on  the  Lands 
of  our  allies  the  Six  Nations,  and  that  they  having  put  those  Lands 
under  His  Britannick  Majesty's  Protection  do  insist  on  being  assisted 
to  drive  all  the  French  Intruders  off,  and  his  Majesty  not  having 
obtained  a  satisfactory  Answer  from  the  French  King  was  sending 
a  large  Army  into  America  to  obtain  it  by  his  Arms  in  Conjunction 
with  those  of  the  Six  Nations,  in  whose  Cause  his  Majesty  interests 
himself  warmly,  and  will,  God  blessing  his  Endeavours,  procure 
them  ample  Redress. 

"  The  Forces  are  now  at  Sea  and  may  be  expected  every  da}\ 
They  will  land  in  Virginia.  You  must  have  been  told  that  large 
Numbers  of  Warriors  are-  making  ready  to  the  Eastward.  One 
General  Officer  from  England  will  command  all  the  Armies,  and  a 
Plan  of  Operations  will  when  he  arrives  be  concerted  and  concluded. 
"Brethren: 

"  We  are  sensible  much  of  our  Success  will  depend  on  the  Con- 
currence of  the  Six  Nations,  and  We  shall  be  asked  many  Questions 
by  the  General  concerning  their  Dispositions  and  the  Numbers  that 
will  join  Us  or  the  French.  I  desire,  therefore,  that  You  will  speak 
freely  to  me  on  this  Subject — have  no  Reserve,  but  open  all  your 
Heart  and  let  me  know  the  real  Sentiments,  Purposes,  and  Inclina- 
tions of  the  Six  Nations — whether  they  are  for  or  against  Us.  Dq 
not  conceal  the  Truth.     Let  us  know  the  State  of  their  Minds." 

Answer  of  the  Indiaus — Hendrick  Speaker. 
"Brother  Onas: 

u  You  shall  find  in  Us  a  Disposition  to  hide  nothing  from  You 
that  regards  the  common  Interest.  Onontio  it  is  certainly  true  has 
among  the  Six  Nations  a  very  considerable  Party.     More  of  them 
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are  for  him  than  against  him.  He  has  found  a  "Way  to  divide  our 
People.  He  gives  large  Rewards,  He  builds  Strong  Houses  wnerever 
the  Situation  is  advantageous,  and  it  can  serve  either  to  curb  Us  or 
to  intercept  You  in  your  Commerce  with  Us,  and  by  this  meaus  he 
is  able  to  defend  such  as  declare  for  him.  He  gives  fine  Cloathes  : 
He  employs  artful  Men  who  live  as  Indians;  Whereas  You  are 
weak,  You  build  no  strong  Houses,  You  send  Persons  only  to  trade 
amongst  Us  who  consult  their  own  Interest  and  often  impose  on  Us. 

"  Brother  Onas : 

"  You  desire  Us  to  speak  all  We  know  of  the  Disposition  of  the 
Indians  towards  the  English  whether  it  be  good  or  bad.  We  have 
told  You  the  Truth,  that  Wre  are  divided  amongst  Ourselves,  and 
that  some  of  every  Tribe  is  for  the  French  and  some  for  the  Eng- 
lish. We  the  Mohocks  boast  that  We  are  of  the  English  Side,  and, 
therefore,  have  a  Right  to  speak  Things  tho'  they  may  be  disagree- 
able to  You.  We  mean  it  well,  however,  and  now  shall  take  the 
Freedom  to  tell  You  an  Affair  that  will  always  do  hurt  to  the  Eng- 
lish till  it  be  remedied.  Don't,  therefore,  be  displeased  with  Us  if 
We  take  this  Opportunity  of  telling  You  that  the  Government  of 
New  York  does  not  use  Us  well,  and  till  they  be  brought  to  give  Us 
Satisfaction  in  our  Complaints  We  shall  never  be  such  good  Friends 
of  the  English  as  We  shou'd  otherwise  be. 

"  The  case  is  this  :  the  People  of  New  York  have  surveyed  large 
Tracts  of  Land  belonging  to  Us  without  our  Consent,  without  any 
Grant  from  Us,  and  without  making  Us  any  Satisfaction.  The 
Castles  We  live  in  are  granted  away  from  Us  without  our  Know- 
ledge. 

"  Wre  made  regular  and  public  Complaints  to  Governor  Clinton? 
and  the  last  time  he  was  at  Albany  he  solemnly  promised  he  would 
examine  into  the  Facts  and  redress  Us;  but  he  left  the  Council  in 
a  very  abrupt  shameful  manner  and  run  away  to  England.  It  is 
true  he  told  Us  from  New  York  that  he  would  lay  our  Complaints 
before  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  he  wrote  from  London  to 
Col.  Johnson  to  excuse  himself  that  he  had  not  an  Opportunity  of 
doing  it  when  he  first  arrived,  but  would  certainly  do  it  some  time 
after;  but  We  have  heard  nothing  from  him;  and  believe  our  Com- 
plaints are  buried  deep  under  the  Ground. 

"  Brethren : 

"  This  is  not  all;  tho'  We  are  the  faithful  Friends  of  the  English, 
Yet  We  have  no  Countenance  nor  Respect  shewed  Us  at  Albany, 
which  would  not  grieve  Us  so  much  if  We  did  not  see  the  French 
Indians  preferred  to  Us.  We  mean  the  Cagbnawaga  Indians,  who 
are  extremely  caressed  at  Albany,  and  supplied  with  every  Thing 
they  want,  while  no  Notice  is  taken  of  Us.  These  Indians,  who 
are  known  to  be  no  Friends  of  the  English,  and  hearty  Friends  of 
the  Governor  of  Canada,  and  in  his  Confidence,  carry  on  a  large 


PKOVINCIAL  COUNCIL.  281 

private  Trade  with  the  People  of  Albany.  Powder,  Lead,  Goods, 
every  thing  in  short  are  sold  to  the  French,  and  they  are  the  Car- 
riers. The  French  are  supplied  by  this  clandestine  Trade  with 
every  Thing  they  want,  and  these  Indians  inform  them  of  every 
thing  they  hear  and  see.  This  We  have  often  spoke  of  likewise, 
and  told  the  Governor  of  New  York  that  it  is  disgustful  to  Us  and 
hurtful  to  them,  for  they  corrupt  our  young  Indians  and  decoy  them 
to  the  French  Settlements,  and  persuade  them  to  go  with  them  to 
the  French.  They  are  always  telling  our  young  Men  what  a  gainful 
Trade  they  have,  and  laugh  at  Us  for  not  doing  as  they  do.  Col. 
Johnson  knows  this  to  be  true,  and  what  Mischief  is  done  by  it. 

"  Brethren: 

"  We  beg  You  will  take  these  two  Matters  under  your  Considera- 
tion, and  obtain  for  Us  a  speedy  Redress,  which  We  despair  of 
receiving  unless  thro'  your  Interposition  and  good  Offices  both  at 
New  York  and  in  England." 

The  Interpreter  informed  the  Governor  that  Hendrick  made  many 
Complaints  against  a  neighbouring  Government,  and  therefore  he 
did  not  care  to  interpret  it  without  Leave ;  whereupon  the  Governor 
ordered  him  to  waive  it,  and  to  desire  the  Indians  to  speak  to  him 
on  this  matter  in  Council. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Friday,  17th  January,  1755. 

present : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  Robert  Strettell, ") 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  Joseph  Turner,    I  Esquires. 

Richard  Peters,  J 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

Yesterday  the  Interpreter,  with  Hendrick,  Seth,  and  Brandt,  re- 
lated to  the  Governor  in  private  what  they  had  said  in  publick  at 
the  State  House  the  day  before,  which  relating  to  the  Conduct  of 
the  Government  of  New  York,  His  Honour  thought  it  ought  to  be 
delivered  in  Council,  and  had,  therefore,  summoned  the  Members; 
Whereupon  Hendrick  spoke  as  follows : 
*•  Brethren  : 

"I  am  glad  of  this  Opportunity  to  open  my  Heart.  It  has  been 
heavily  oppressed  these  Seven  or  Eight  Years,  and  I  have  wanted 
to  disclose  it.  We  have  been  cheated  of  our  Land  by  the  People 
of  Albany;  sometimes  they  have  produced  Deeds  for  Lands  which 
We  did  not  sell  them  ;  at  other  times  they  held  more  Land  than  was 
sold.  We  complained  to  Governor  Clinton,  assuring  him  it  would 
occasion  a  Breach  between  Us  and  our  Brethren,  and  he  promised 
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XJs  Kedress,  and  towards  the  Close  of  his  Administration  he  took 
all  our  Papers  and  heard  our  Complaints,  but  when  We  expected 
the  Performance  of  his  Promise  he  told  Us  another  Governor  was 
appointed,  and  that  he  could  not  then  meddle  with  our  Affairs  but 
the  new  Governor  would  do  it.  He  dyed  and  We  never  saw  him. 
Then  Mr.  Delanceywas  appointed,  and  We  have  three  times  opened 
our  Grievances  to  him  and  he  promised  Us  fair,  but  has  done  nothing 
for  Us,  and  we  are  afraid  We  shall  always  be  put  off  and  led  by  the 
Nose  in  this  manner  and  obtain  no  Redress  unless  the  Governor  and 
his  Council  interpose  in  our  Favour. 

"  Several  People  of  New  York  told  Us  that  We  should  move 
away  to  Ohio  among  the  Best  of  our  Brethren,  that  they  had  Patents 
for  all  our  Lands,  even  for  the  Place  where  our  Castles  stand  and 
where  We  live.  Hence  We  conclude  that  the  People  of  New  York 
wish  and  desire  our  Kern  oval. 

"  We  desire  this  Matter  may  be  examined ;  it  will  be  found  that 
We  speak  the  Truth.  Col.  Johnson  knows  this  Matter  better  than 
We  do,  and  has  in  his  Hands  the  several  Proofs  of  our  being 
cheated. 

"  We  discovered  Two  Plots  in  which  the  Governor  of  New  York 
intended  to  cut  Us  of.  Col.  Johnson  knows  the  Particulars  of  both 
these  Plots,  and  because  he  knows  our  Affairs  they  hate  him  as  well 
as  Us,  and  wou'd  treat  him  no  better  than  they  treat  Us. 

"  The  Difference  of  the  New  York  Government  with  Us  arose 
from  our  Complaints  against  the  Commissioners  of  Albany,  and  for 
desiring  the  Commissioners  might  be  discharged,  for  we  would  have 
nothing  further  to  do  with  them ;  and  they  were  discharged.  After- 
wards it  was  thought  proper  that  somebody  should  transact  Indian 
Affairs,  and  Col.  Johnson  was  appointed;  and,  therefore,  they  hated 
him  and  Us  too. 

u  During  the  Time  of  the  last  War  Col.  Johnson  prevailed  on 
Us,  and  We  listened  to  him.  He  was  our  Captain  when  no  Others 
did  any  Thing.  He  alone  persuaded  Us,  and  We  obeyed  him  and 
engaged  in  the  War  against  the  French. 

"  We  have  often  desired  the  People  of  Albany  to  break  off  their 
Correspondence  with  the  French  Indians,  but  they  will  not  hearken. 
We  desired  a  Fence  might  be  made  over  which  they  should  not  pass. 
They  wrote  to  and  received  from  Quebec  private  Letters.  They 
sell  to  the  People  of  Quebec  a  great  deal  of  Powder,  Lead,  Am- 
munition, and  other  Provisions,  and  carry  on  a  private  Correspon- 
dence with  them.  Col.  Johnson  knows  of  these  private  Dealings 
as  well  as  We  j  by  these  means  the  French  know  every  thing  that 
the  English  are  doing. 

"  Col  Johnson  received  a  Letter  from  Governor  Clinton  wherein 
he  says  '  perhaps  the  Indians  will  say  I  forgot  the  Promise  that  I 
made  them  that  I  would  present  their  Case  to  the  King.'     But  we 
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cannot  depend  on  him ;  he  lias  told  Us  several  Stories  before,  and 
this  may  be  like  the  rest. 

"  When  the  last  War  broke  out  the  Governor  of  New  York  did 
make  it  known  to  all  the  Indians  that  he  would  protect,  pay,  and 
take  Care  of  them ;  but  those  that  would  not  join  the  English  he 
would  withdraw  his  Protection  from  them. 

"  No  other  Nation  engaged  so  much  as  We  did.  Many  of  Us 
were  killed.  The  Governor  of  New  York  never  took  any  Notice  of 
it.  We  have  the  Hatchet  still  in  our  Hands.  He  never  took  it 
out.  Our  Blood  is  still  on  the  Ground.  He  never  made  Us  any 
Satisfaction. 

"  The  Indian  Fashion  is  (and  the  Government  of  New  York 
Knows  it)  When  any  Tribes  offer  a  Hatchet  some  take  it  up,  others 
do  not.  Whoever  makes  Peace  shou'd  say  the  Peace  is  made  and 
that  I  now  come  to  take  the  Hatchet  from  You,  and  then  make 
some  acknowledgement  according  to  their  Abilities ;  but  this  was 
never  done.  No  Presents  were  given — No  Notice  of  Peace — No 
Satisfaction  for  Blood  spilled. 
"  Brethren  : 

"  (Shewing  a  Belt  which  he  said  was  given  by  Col.  Johnson.) 
"This  is  one  Part  of  the  Contract  We  made  with  Col.  Johnson 
when  the  Rumour  of  War  was  heard.  We  put  Ourselves  under  his 
Protection — he  promised  to  live  and  dye  with  Us.  This  is  his  Seal 
and  Hand,  and  by  which  he  promised  Us  the  King's  Protection  : 
The  Three  Tribes— Two  Castles — the  Seal  of  the  Three  Tribes — 
Turtle,  Wolf,  and  Bear — The  Chains  by  which  they  are  tied  to- 
gether. 

"Brethren: 

"  The  Governor  of  Canada  seut  Us  this  Belt  (holding  up  a  Belt) 
by  the  Hands  of  a  Priest  with  the  following  Message : 
"  '  Children,  Mohocks  : 

"  '  I  am  but  just  come  over  from  the  King  of  France,  your  Father. 
I  take  this  Opportunity  of  acquainting  You  of  my  Arrival.  I  have 
received  particular  Instructions  from  the  King,  my  Master,  to  be 
kind  to  You,  to  send  for  You,  and  to  engage  You  to  renew  your 
Visits.  I  know  all  your  Chiefs,  your  Castles,  your  Affairs.  I  miss 
You  very  much.  You  have  deserted  Us;  but  come  again  I  will 
use  You  with  Tenderness.  I  will  send  You  Two  Batteaus  with 
Goods  iu  the  Spring. 

" '  Children  : 

" '  The  Governors  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  formerly  turned 
their  Backs  on  You,  they  did  not  hear  You  nor  regard  You  ;  but 
now  they  will  sollioit  You  t/>  meddle  with  the  War.  But  sit 
still,  do  not  meddle  with  their  Quarrel;  leave  it  entirely  to  Us  and 
the  English  to  settle  our  Differences.  We  do  not  want  You  to 
meddle  at  all.     Pray  send  me  your  Answer.' 
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"  This  is  the  Purport  of  a  Message  from  the  New  Governor  of 
Canada;  but  We  neither  have  sent  nor  intend  to  send  an  Answer 
to  it.     Far  from  favouring  his  Request  We  have  actually  engaged 
with  Col.  Johnson  to  go  to  War  under  his  Comand.    - 
"  Brethren  : 

"  Many  of  the  Mohocks  straggle  into  Canada,  and  when  they  do 
so  they  are  always  sure  to  meet  with  the  kindest  Reception.  Now 
and  then  they  intermarry  with  the  Caghnawaga  Indians,  and  when 
this  is  the  Case  no  Stone  is  left  unturned  to  draw  them  from  the 
English.  They  receive  large  Presents  from  the  Governor  of  Canada; 
they  hear  many  Stories  against  the  English.  I  assure  You  the 
Governor  of  Canada  is  an  artful  industrious  Man.  He  employed 
all  his  Skill  and  Time  in  Indian  Business.  You  cannot  conceive 
the  Arts  used  by  him  to  seduce  the  Affections  of  the  Six  Nations. 
The  French  vastly  out  do  the  English  in  Art  and  Industry. 

u  We  will  conclude  with  saying  that  We  absolutely  despair  of 
Redress  from  New  York.  If  You  do  not  help  Us  We  know  they 
will  not.     We  will  give  all  up." 

The  Governor  told  them  that  He  would  weigh  and  consider  the 
several  Matters  delivered  by  them  with  the  Council  and  wise  Men, 
and  return  an  Answer. 


MEMORANDUM. 

The  Governor,  Mr.  Peters,  and  Mr.  Weiser,  had  many  conferences 
with  the  Indians,  in  which  it  was  considered  what  might  be  the 
proper  Methods  for  the  Indians  to  take  in  order  to  invalidate  the 
deed  of  Lydius,  which  they  owned  had  been  signed  by  several 
private  Indians  for  the  sake  of  the  Money.  Among  other  things  it 
was  proposed  that  at  the  general  Council  of  Onondago  this  Affair 
shou'd  be  mentioned,  and  Lydius'  Deed  declared  to  be  no  Deed  of 
the  Six  Nations,  and  to  prevent  this  and  other  like  Attempts  that 
it  should  be  proposed  by  the  Council  of  Onondago  to  convey  to  the 
Proprietaries  by  a  formal  Deed  the  Lands  lying  within  the  Province 
of  Pennsylvania,  the  Six  Nations  to  receive  a  Sum  every  two  Years 
for  a  determined  Space  of  Time,  or  some  how  or  other  Payment  of 
the  Consideration  Money  should  be  settled  to  their  Satisfaction. 
The  Indians  consented  to  this,  and  engaged  to  confer  with  Col. 
Johnson  first,  and  to  settle  every  thing  with  him,  of  which  he  should 
acquaint  the  Governor,  and  when  the  Matter  should  be  brought  to 
Effect  then  Mr.  Weiser  and  Mr.  Peters  might  come  to  Col.  John- 
son's. 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Monday  the  20th  January, 
1755. 

present : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  Robert  Strettell,  ~\ 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  Joseph  Turner,    s-  Esquires. 

Richard  Peters,  ) 

The  Mohock  Indians. 

Conrad  Weiser,  Interpreter. 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Governor  ordered  the  Interpreter  to  acquaint  the  Indians 
that  he  was  going  to  give  an  Answer  to  what  was  delivered  by  them 
on  the  Seventeenth  Instant. 

"  Brethren  : 

"  We  are  heartily  sorry  to  hear  you  complain  against  the  neigh- 
bouring Government  of  New  York,  and  wish  it  was  in  our  Power  to 
give  You  the  Redress  You  so  earnestly  sollicit  for,  but  You  must  be 
sensible  that  all  the  King's  Governments  are  upon  an  equal  Footing, 
and  independant  on  one  another,  and  therefore  no  more  can  be  done 
than  in  a  friendly  Way  to  lay  before  the  Government  of  New  York 
what  You  alledge  against  it,  and  to  use  my  best  offices  that  You 
may  speedily  receive  Satisfaction  for  the  several  Injuries  done  You, 
and  all  other  Matters  be  put  upon  a  right  Foot.  If  this  be  not 
regarded,  tho'  I  hope  it  will,  I  shall  then  consult  with  your  good 
Friend  Col.  Johnson  what  can  be  further  done  to  serve  You.  This 
I  can  assure  You  that  his  Majesty  will  not  suffer  any  of  his  Sub- 
jects to  hurt  You  with  Impunity,  and  if  any  Injury  has  been  done 
You  and  he  be  made  acquainted  with  it  he  will  order  You  ample 
Satisfaction." 

The  Indians  thanked  the  Governor,  and  said  that  this  is  all  they 
could  expect.  They  then  signified  to  the  Governor  that  they  were 
desirous  to  return  home ;  they  gave  hearty  Thanks  for  the  Enter- 
tainments aud  Kindness  they  had  received;  they  frankly  declared 
that  the  People  of  Pennsylvania  always  acted  towards  the  Indians 
as  Brothers  and  Sisters,  and  deserved  of  all  the  Indians  a  particular 
Respect ;  They  would  publish  at  their  Castles  the  Civilities  received 
whilst  here,  and  the  Governor  might  at  all  Times  depend  on  the 
Fidelity  of  the  Mohocks,  and  that  they  would  be  ready  to  come 
whenever  he  should  send  for  them,  either  for  Council  or  Action. 

The  Assembly  at  the  Instance  of  the  Governor  had  made  them 
a  small  Present,  and  the  Governor  ordered  the  Secretary  in  Con- 
junction with  Conrad  Weiser  to  pay  them  on  Account  of  the 
Proprietaries  for  their  Trouble  such  Sums  as  would  entirely  satisfy 
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them,  and  to  provide  Mr.  Clause  with  Money  to  bear  the  Charges 
of  their  Return,  which  was  done  and  Passports  delivered  to  them 
with  two  Letters  to  Col.  Johnson,  one  from  the  Governor  the  other 
from  Mr.  Peters,  which  are  as  follow : 

A  Letter  from   Governor  Morris  to   Col.  Johnson. 

"Philadelphia,  23d  January,  1755. 
«  Sir : 

"  I  am  favoured  with  Yours  by  Hendrick,  and  heartily  thank  You 
for  the  part  you  have  been  so  good  as  to  take  in  the  Connecticut 
affair.  Hendrick  has  been  very  explicit  upon  the  Subject  and  I 
have  entertained  him  and  his  Companions  in  the  best  manner  I 
could,  and  I  believe  to  their  own  Satisfaction. 

"You  will  give  me  leave  to  refer  you  to  a  Letter  you  will  receive 
with  this  from  Mr.  Peters,  for  the  particulars  that  have  passed  here 
and  for  the  Plan  that  we  have  agreed  to  pursue  to  put  an  end  to 
this  Affair,  In  which  I  hope  for  the  Continuance  of  your  friendly 
Offices.  You  will  observe  we  propose  that  the  Six  Nations  should 
be  invited  to  send  Deputy's  to  your  House  early  in  the  Spring,  with 
full  Powers  to  treat  and  agree  upon  Matters  relative  to  this  Pur- 
chase of  Lydius,  and  to  prevent  the  like  for  the  future,  where  I 
shall  send  Commissioners  to  meet  them,  and  it  will  give  me  particu- 
lar pleasure  if  you  will  permit  me  to  name  you  in  the  that  Com- 
mission. 

"  These  Indians  Complain  of  ill  Usage  from  the  People  of  Albany 
on  acct-  of  their  Lands,  and  tell  me  That  a  very  Large  Trade  is  car- 
ried on  between  Albany  and  Canada  by  means  of  the  French 
Indians,  who  for  that  Purpose  are  Constant]}'  at  Albany,  and  that 
the  French  by  that  means  are  furnished  with  whatever  Goods  they 
want  either  for  their  Trade  or  their  Troops. 

"  Such  a  Trade  must  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  English  Interest 
at  all  times,  and  more  especially  so  at  this  Time,  and  ought  to  be 
prevented,  but  whether  these  Mohocks  out  of  resentment  to  the 
People  of  Albany  do  not  represent  this  Matter  in  too  strong  a  Light 
you  who  have  frequent  Opportunities  of  observing  can  best  tell. 

"  His  Majesty  upon  being  informed  of  the  Steps  taken  by  the 
French  upon  this  Continent,  has  ordered  two  Regiments  to  be  sent 
from  Ireland  and  two  more  to  be  raised  in  America,  for  the  Defence 
of  his  Subjects  here,  and  I  am  in  hourly  expectation  of  hearing  of 
the  Arrival  of  the  Irish  Regiments  at  Virginia  who  together  with 
the  American  Regiments  are  to  be  under  the  Command  of  Major 
General  Rraddock,  who  I  hear  is  to  have  the  Government  of  New 
York,  but  this  last  piece  of  news  I  believe  is  not  much  to  be  de- 
pended on.  These  Preparations  seem  to  portend  a  War  between  us 
and  France,  the  Seat  of  which  will  be  Chiefly  in  America,  and  I 
could  wish  the  English  Colonys  would  prepare  themselves  for  such 
an  Event,  but  you  will  see  by  the  Papers  that  have  passed  between 
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me  and  the  Assembly  tjiat  tins  Colony  in  particular  tho'  most  con- 
cerned are  resolved  to  do  nothing.  I  heartily  wish  you  a  continu- 
anae  of  Health,  and  am,  Dear  Sir, 

"  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 
"ROBT-  II.  MORRIS/' 


A  Letter  from  Mr.  Richard  Peters  to  Col.  Johnson. 
"Sir: 

"I  was  on  the  eight  Instant  most  agreeably  surprized  with  your 
Favour  of  the  ninth  of  December  by  Hendrick.  Not  having  received 
a  Line  from  Mr.  Claus  to  intimate  to  me  their  kind  Intention,  I  had 
given  over  all  expectations  of  seeing  them  this  Winter,  and  took  the 
Opportunity  of  disclosing  the  Matter  to  Scarrooyady,  an  Oneido 
Chief,  who  succeeds  the  Half  King  in  the  Direction  of  Indian  Af- 
fairs at  Aucquick,  and  was  so  good  as  to  call  upon  the  Governor  for 
his  Commands  to  the  Six  Nations,  to  whom  he  was  going  at  the 
Instance  of  Virginia  to  invite  them  to  Winchester,  and  to  give  them 
an  Account  of  Indian  Affairs  on  the  Ohio.  By  this  Chief,  whose 
family  is  supported  among  many  others  by  this  Government,  and 
who  is  a  very  hearty  Friend  of  the  English,  the  Governor  sent  a 
Message  to  the  great  Council  at  Onondago  complaining  of  a  Breach 
of  Faith  in  the  Indians  in  making  a  Deed  to  the  Connecticut  People 
for  Lands  within  this  Province.  Such  a  Message  was  become  ab- 
solutely necessary,  for  He  had  received  a  Belt  from  John  Shick 
Calamy,  the  Person  to  whom  the  Indians  in  the  Pennsylvania  Treaty 
at  Albany  had  committed  the  Care  of  the  Wyomink  Lands  after 
having  declined  including  them  in  the  then  Sale.  Shick  Calamy 
eompkined  heavily  that  he  was  likely  to  be  disturbed  by  some 
Strangers,  meaning  the  Connecticut  People,  some  of  whom  had 
been  to  visit  those  Lands  and  told  him  they  had  bought  them  of  the 
Six  Nations  since  the  Treaty  at  Albany,  and  intended  in  the  Spring 
to  come  and  settle  them,  and  praying  this  Government  would  pre- 
vent this  Injustice  or  he  should  be  obliged  to  complain  to  the  Six 
Nations  for  Redress.  I  likewise  gave  Scarrooyady  a  Letter  to  You 
and  charged  him  to  take  your  advice  in  the  manner  of  communicat- 
ing this  affair  to  the  Six  Nations.  He  went  away  on  Christmas 
Day  and  that  Day  fortnight  Hendrick  arrived. 


"  Before  I  proceed  to  mention  what  has  passed  between  Hendrick 
and  the  Governor  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  inform  You  of  the  Charac- 
ter of  Scarrooyady  and  his  Errand,  that  You  may  know  how  to  in- 
terpose if  necessary :  He  is  a  Warrior,  a  brave  and  stout  Man,  uvA 
has  an  Aversion  to  the  French,  and  wants  without  any  good  Reason 
to  strike  them,  and  secretly  purposes  to  animate  the  Six  Nations  to 
take  Part  in  the  War.  This  he  will  do  if  he  can,  tho'  this  is  not 
his  publick  Errand,  yet  I  verily  believe  it  is  his  Intention,  for  he 
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lias  with  him  an  Hatchet  Belt  given  to  him*  and  a  few  "Warriors  by 
Coll.  Washington  in  his  March  to  the  French  Fort,  which  they  ac- 
cepted, and  did  actually,  tho'  imprudently,  fall  on  La  Force  and  hig 
Party  at  the  same  Time  that  Col.  Washington  did,  an  Account  Of 
which  You  have  in  the  Speeches  he  made  here  which  are  copied  for 
your  Use. 

"I  have  another  Reason  for  suspecting  his  Intention,  as  he  was 
charged  by  the  Government  of  Virginia  with  an  Invitation  .  to  the 
Six  Nations  to  come  to  Winchester  in  the  Spring;  it  was  thought 
necessary  to  give  a  Belt  from  this  Province  and  Maryland  to  enforce 
that  Invitation,  and  I  asked  him  what  sort  of  a  Belt  should  be  given, 
shewing  him  several,  he  chose  a  large  black  Belt  of  Fourteen  Bows, 
and  tho'  I  did  not  approve  it  yet  having  asked  his  Advice  I  suffered 
him  to  have  his  Way,  and  told  the  Governor  in  Council  that  it  was 
an  improper  Belt  for  a  peaceable  Invitation,  and  that  the  Six  Na- 
tions wou'd  interpret  it  as  a  Message  of  War;  But  the  old  Man 
declared  he  would  not  talk  of  War  with  that  Belt,  but  only  make 
Use  of  it  to  give  the  Invitation,  and  that  as  there  was  no  Hatchet 
on  it  its  being  black  signified  nothing ;  But  suspecting  that  he  may 
make  another  Use  of  it,  the  Governor  desired  me  to  mention  this 
Matter  to  You  as  he  has  done  to  Hendrick,  that  all  Mistakes  may 
be  prevented  and  no  bad  Consequences  ensue. 

"  This  makes  my  Letter  long,  but  I  hope  You  will  pardon  it. 
Now  to  proceed  to  our  good  Friend  Hendrick  and  his  Business.  He 
told  Us  very  frankly  that  You  had  made  him  an  hearty  Friend  to 
this  Province  and  would  join  with  and  support  him  in  any  Measures 
the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  should  advise  to  get  rid  of  this  Con- 
necticut Deed,  and  I  heartily  thank  You  for  this  singular  Kindness 
and  for  mentioning  the  same  thing  yourself  in  your  Letters  to  the 
Governor  and  Me. 

aIn  Consequence  of  this  hearty  Concurrence  of  yours  and  the 
Mohocks,  his  Honour  gave  Hendrick  a  Belt  with  a  String  of  Wam- 
pum tied  to  it.  By  the  Belt  he  was  asked  to  undertake  along  with 
Yrou  the  breaking  of  the  Connecticut  Deed,  and  for  that  Purpose 
and  because  there  is  no  other  Way  in  the  World  to  get  rid  of  it  he 
was  further  desired  to  consider  with  You  what  will  be  the  best 
Method  to  procure  the  Meeting  of  a  Council  as  soon  as  possible  at 
your  House,  to  consist  of  two  or  three  Deputies  of  each  Nation  and 
no  more,  in  order  to  consult  together  of  the  most  effectual  Manner 
how  to  do  it,  and  by  the  String  You  are  desired  to  convene  such 
Council. 

"We  further  intimated  to  Hendrick  and  now  inform  You  that  in 
order  to  get  rid  of  this  Deed  We  cannot  devise  any  Method  that 
will  be  effectual  unless  the  Six  Nations  in  Council  will  execute  a 
Conveyance  to  the  Proprietaries  of  all  the  Lands  lying  within  their 
Grant  on  such  Conditions  and  in  such  a  manner  as  shall  be  agreed 
©&  at  your  House,  and  to  shew  the  Indians  and  yourself  our  just 
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Intentions  the  Governor  proposed  to  name  You  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners along  with  Mr.  Penn  and  myself. 

"  Unless  this  be  done  it  will  always  be  in  the  Power  of  such  Men 
as  Lydius  to  disturb  the  Peace  of  the  Government  and  to  breed  end- 
less distractions.  Nor  will  the  Indians  be  Sufferers  by  executing 
such  a  Deed  for  the  whole,  since  there  may  be  Reservations  of  par- 
ticular Places  made  for  them  in  the  Grant  and  very  good  Covenants 
to  secure  their  Possessions,  and  as  it  may  be  an  Objection  that  all 
the  Money  received  will  be  consumed  at  once  and  their  Children 
reap  no  advantage,  te  obviate  this  it  may  be  stipulated  that  the 
Payments  shall  be  made  annually  or  every  Two  Years  for  a  Number 
of  Years  to  come. 

"  Hendrick  seems  to  approve  much  of  this  Project,  and  I  believe 
the  more  you  think  of  the  Matter  the  more  you  will  be  persuaded 
that  no  other  Way  can  do  the  Thing  effectually,  and  therefore  if  it 
meets  with  your  Approbation,  which  I  hope  it  will  do,  the  Governor 
begs  the  Favour  of  you  to  summon  a  Council  to  your  House,  and 
leaves  it  entirely  to  You  to  fix  the  Time,  and  to  take  such  measures 
with  the  Indians  previous  to  the  Meeting  as  you  and  Hendrick  shall 
think  proper. 

"It  is  thought  that  more  than  Three  Deputies  nled  not  come 
from  any  one  Nation,  but  that  there  should  be  Three  from  every 
Nation.  I  suppose  so  much  Noise  has  been  or  will  be  made  about 
this  vile  Attempt  of  the  Connecticut  People  among  the  Indians  that 
they  will  not  be  able  to  get  more  Hands  to  their  Deed,  tho'  it  is 
thought  they  will  try  further  in  the  Spring,  and  bribe  high,  and 
therefore  no  Time  should  be  lost  to  effectuate  what  is  proposed  to 
be  done  on  the  Part  of  this  Province. 

"But  if,  notwithstanding  what  has  been  said,  you  should  not  see 
this  Proceeding  in  the  same  Light  We  do,  be  pleased  to  favour  the 
Governor  or  me  with  a  Letter  on  this  Subject,  and  therein  set  down 
your  Objections,  alter,  amend,  or  plan  out  anew  what  You  think 
adviseable  to  be  done.  We  make  You  our  Counsellor,  and  shall  be 
glad  to  be  set  right,  and  either  to  do  this  or  any  other  Thing  that 
You  shall  advise. 

"  You  see  what  a  World  of  Trouble  You  have  drawn  on  yourself 
by  your  Tender  of  your  good  Offices,  but  how  to  help  it  I  see  not . 
nor  what  Compensation  can  be  made  to  you.     It  shall,  however,  In 
my  Endeavour  to  contrive  a  Method  of  doing  this  to  your  Satisfac- 
tion. 

"  Mr.  Penn  is  out  of  Town  or  he  would  have  joined  with  me  in 
this  Letter,  and  in  his  respectful  Services  to  You  in  Return  for 
your  kind  mention  of  him. 

"The  Sasquehannah  Lands  being  a  Conquest  of  the  Six  Nations 
do  not  belong  to  private  Indians  nor  to  private  Nations  (but  if  to 
Vol.  vi.— 19. 
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any  it  is  to  the  Cayugas  and  Oneidos),  therefore  they  cannot  be 
sold  by  private  Indians  out  of  Council.  But  in  Council  they  may 
be  sold,  and  the  Deed  will  be  good;  and  in  Council  the  Indians 
themselves  may  declare  against  the  fraudulent  Deed  that  it  is  made 
by  People  who  had  no  Right,  and  if  they  had  a  Right  it  is  an  Im- 
position on  the  Parties  and  a  cheat,  the  Indians  having  before  given 
up  their  Right  to  the  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania,  and  besides  it 
is  a  Breach  of  Faith  with  a  Province  which  has  been  remarkably 
true  and  kind  to  them. 

"  I  wou'd  not  have  You  imagine  that  we  cannot  with  the  Treaties 
and  deeds  already  obtained  make  out  a  prior  Title  to  this  fraudulent 
Deed.  No;  You  know  that  I  produced  to  You  at  Albany  a  Deed 
from  the  Six  Nations  to  Governor  Dungan,  and  his  Deed  to  Mr. 
Penn,  which  comprizes  these  very  Lands,  and  likewise  other  Deeds 
from  the  Sasquehannah  Indians  confirming  that  Deed,  and  added  to 
all  these  I  produce  to  you  two  Agreements  made  by  all  the  Six 
Nations  not  to  sell  any  Lands  within  Pennsylvania  but  to  the 
Proprietaries. 

11 1  have  sent  You  the  News  Papers  containing  all  the  Messages 
between  Governor  and  Assembly,  and  likewise  a  Copy  of  Col. 
Innes'  Treaty  with  the  Deputies  of  Seven  Nations  of  Indians  deemed 
to  be  in  the  French  Interest;  but  if  any  Credit  may  be  given  to 
what  themselves  say,  are  as  much  or  more  in  the  Interest  of  the 
English. 

Tho'  in  the  beginning  of  this  Letter  I  have  spoke  so  freely  of 
Scarrooyady,  yet  I  think  him  a  mighty  good  Man  and  worthy  of 
all  kind  of  Notice  from  the  Six  Nations,  and  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  how  he  is  received  and  what  he  does. 

"  liendrick  and  his  Friends  have  been  kindly  entertained  and  go 
away  perfectly  pleased;  and  I  assure  You  they  have  behaved  po- 
litely and  given  universal  Satisfaction. 

They  have  insisted  on  Governor  Morris  laying  their  Complaints 
against  the  Government  of  New  York  and  People  of  Albany  before 
the  King,  which  he  has  promised  to  do  after  having  first  mentioned 
the  Matters  in  difference  to  the  Governor  of  New  York  and  requested 
he  wou'd  be  pleased  to  give  the  Indians  entire  Satisfaction.  I  ap- 
prehend it  is  a  delicate  affair  and  may  give  offence,  but  why  it 
should,  or  if  it  does  why  it  should  be  minded,  I  think  there  can  be 
no  good  Reason,  as  Mr.  Morris  will  I  am  sure  observe  good  man- 
ners and  Friendliness. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  your  very  humble  Servant, 

«  RICHARD  PETERS. 

"  Philadelphia,  23d  January,  1755." 

Here  follow  the  Names  of  the  Six  Nation  Indians  mentioned  in 
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the  preceding  Councils,  and  who  arrived  in  Philadelphia  "Wednes- 
day the  Eight  Day  of  January,  1755  : 

TEIONOGO,  HENDRICK, 

CONAGARATUCHQUA,  BRANDT, 

OTCHENUCHYATA,  SETH, 

JOSEPH, 
TECARRYOGHAN,  JOHANNES, 

SAGOTENYUCHTA,  His  Brother  NICHOLAS, 

JACOB, 
CANADYORA,  Brandt's  Son  NICHOLAS, 

CACHYACKO, 

SOTSHIYITSHIYGWANOE,  ABRAM  BRANT, 

WARRACHYAGO,  DANIEL  CLAUSE, 

TECAROONDOCKY,  Col.  JOHNSON, 

LYDIUS. 

MEMORANDUM : 

Mr.  Weiser  likewise  sent  a  Letter  to  Col.  Johnson,  a  Copy  of 
which  was  ordered  to  be  entered  in  the  Minutes  of  Council,  and  is 
as  follows : 
"Kind  Sir: 

"  I  take  this  Opportunity  to  trouble  You  with  a  few  Lines.  Hav- 
ing read  the  Secretary's,  Mr.  Peters,  to  You,  dated  either  the  21st 
or  22d  of  this  Instant,  I  since  thought  upon  reflecting  on  it  that 
something  about  the  ensuing  Treaty  with  some  of  the  Deputies  of 
the  Six  Nations  at  Mount  Johnson  required  a  little  more  Explana- 
tion. Whether  I  am  wrong  or  right  You  will  be  best  able  to  judge 
when  You  compare  mine  and  Mr.  Peters'  together. 

i:  First.  Henry  Brandt  and  Seth  undertook  to  assist  in  the  Affair 
against  the  Connecticut  People  in  making  that  Deed,  obtained  by 
Lydius  from  the  Six  or  some  of  the  Six  Nations,  void,  as  it  was  ob- 
tained in  a  very  wicked  manner. 

11  Secondly.  That  they  would  secure  Things  concerning  the  Land 
in  Mr.  Penn's  Grant  so  sure  to  the  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania 
as  to  put  it  out  of  any  such  as  Lydius  their  Power  to  do  any  more 
Mischief. 

"  Thirdly.  That  in  all  this  they  will  consult  with  you  about 
every  thing,  and  proceed  according  to  your  Advice. 

"  Fourthly.  When  the  Time  is  fixed  that  the  Treaty  shall  be  to 
give  Mr.  Peters  Notice  as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  the  Treaty  be 
early  in  the  Spring,  the  Notice  is  meant  to  come  from  your  Honour. 

"  In  my  humble  Opinion  the  more  secret  this  can  be  carried  on 
the  better  j  let  Mr.  Claus  be  sent  to  Onondago  with  some  one  or 
two  of  Henry's  Friends;  by  what  I  can  learn  the  Indians  are  sorry 
for  what  happened  and  will  be  very  glad  to  see  the  Things  put 
upon  such  a  Footing  that  the  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania  shall 
have  what  the  King  has  granted  them,  and  that  the  Indians  may 
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come  off  as  blameless  as  possible,  and  the  wickedness  of  Lydius-  be 
exposed.     I  believe   I  have   no  need  to  trouble  You  with    more 
Words,  knowing  that  Mr.  Peters  wrote  a  long  Letter  to  You. 
"I  wish  You  Health  and  Happiness,  and  am, 

"  Sir,  Your  most  humble  Servant, 

"CONRAD  WEISEE. 
"Philadelphia,  23d  January,  1755." 

MEMORANDUM. 

The  following  Letter,  enclosing  a  Copy  of  one  of  Lj/dius5'  Rights, 
from  Mr.  Daniel  Clause,  was  ordered  to  be  entered  in  the  Council 
Minutes  : 

A  Letter  to  Mr.  Richard  Peters  from  Mr.  Daniel  Clans. 

"  Albany,  February  10th,  1755. 
"  Honoured  Sir : 

"  Last  Saturday  Afternoon  We  arrived  in  this  Town,  all  well ; 
the  Commissioners  of  Indian's  Affairs  had  a  Meeting  the  same 
Evening,  and  called  Henry  in  order  to  have  a  Conference  with  him 
and  examine  him,  but  he  put  'em  off  with  some  triffling  Pieces  of 
News,  which  they  were  satisfied  with,  and  afterwards  he  desired  of 
them  to  let  him  know  what  news  passed  hereabouts  since  his  Ab- 
sence, when  they  replied  that  they  could  not  acquaint  him  of  any 
extraordinary,  but  that  some  Days  ago  a  Caghnawago  Indian  called 
Thomas  Whiteman  brought  some  Letters  from  the  Governor  of 
Canada,  one  to  Governor  Shirley,  one  to  Governor  De  Lancey,  and 
another  to  Governor  Dinwiddie )  at  the  same  time  they  suspected 
the  Indian  as  a  Spy,  as  he  was  noted  to  be  such  the  last  War. 

"  On  Sunday  Evening  Col.  Johnson  came  to  Town  in  order  to 
go  to  New  York,  when  immediately  I  delivered  him  the  Letters; 
next  morning  he  had  a  Conference  with  the  Indians,  and  told  them 
by  way  of  Introduction  that  the  Six  Nations  received  a  Call  from 
the  Governor  of  Canada  to  be  there  early  in  the  Spring,  especially 
the  Two  Mohock  Castles  were  very  strongly  invited ;  the  French 
sent  a  great  many  Stories  among  the  Indians,  viz'-,  the  English 
were  upon  a'Scheme  to  destroy  all  the  Indians,  and  they  received 
Letters  from  France  that  the  King  of  England  sent  a  Message  to 
their  King  to  join  him  in  the  Undertaking,  &01'  therefore  they 
would  take  them  under  their  Protection,  and  many  more  Stories 
not  worth  mentioning. 

u  Scarrooyady  at  his  Return  will  relate  the  particulars  of  all 
these  Things.  I  understand  he  was  not  well  satisfied  with  the  Com- 
missioners and  Cap1,  Staats  Morris  supplied  him  with  so  much  Money 
as  brought  him  to  Col.  Johnson's,  where  he  threw  himself  quite  in 
the  Care  of  him,  and  after  concluding  everything  necessary  the 
Colonel  sent  him  in  his  Slay  to  the  great  Flatts  in  Company  with  a 
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Mohock  Sachem,  and  he  is  soon  expected  back  again,  and  Col.  John- 
son desired  me  to  tell  his  People  to  entertain  him  well  and  bring 
him  to  Albany,  but  how  he  will  be  helped  along  there  I  do  not 
know,  as  Cap''  Morris  is  gone  for  Boston  last  Monday. 

"  Col.  Johnson  tells  me  that  he  will  return  with  all  Speed  frtai 
New  York  and  then  take  that  Affair  in  Hand.  One  of  the  Cayuga 
Chiefs  passed  his  House  last  Week,  when  he  insisted  on  being  ac- 
quainted of  every  Piece  of  News  he  heard  in  Albany,  when  after  a 
long  Pause  he  told  the  Colonel  how  he  had  a  Message  from  Lydiua 
to  bring  the  Cayuga  Chiefs  in  Twenty-Five  Days  to  his  House,  but 
the  Colonel  proposing  the  shameful  Act  of  some  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions concerning  that  Affair,  the  Indian  dropped  it  immediately  and 
promised  the  Colonel  as  a  good  Friend  of  his  to  be  as  much  against 
it  as  in  his  Power. 

"  I  here  enclose  your  Honour  a  Copy  of  a  Title  of  a  Sasquehan- 
nah  Share,  which  Lydius  sells  as  fast  as  he  can. 

"  I  remain  with  my  humble  Respects, 

"  Honoured  Sir,  Your  most  humble  Servant, 

"  DANIEL  CLAUS." 


Copy  of  Lydius'  Title  which  he  gives  to  the  Sasquehannali  Jldven  • 

turers. 

11  Albany,  January  31st,  1755. 

"I,  the  Subscriber  hereof,  do  ^hereby  acknowledge  to  have  re- 
ceived of  Mr.  Jacob  Bryan,  of  the  City  of  Burlington  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  N.  Jersey,  Seven  Spanish  Dollars,  for  whic  Sum  he  ia 
entitled  to  one  whole  Share  of  the  Sasquehannah  Company's  Pur- 
chase, made  July  the  11th,  1754,  and  is  to  enjoy  the  same  as  the 
other  Proprietaries  therein  concerned  therein  to  him  the  said  Bryan, 
his  Heirs  and  Assigns  for  ever.    As  Witness  my  Hand  and  Seal. 

"JOHN  LYDIUS  [seal] 
"  Testis, 

u  Margaret  Lydius, 

u  J.  Ross. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Monday  the  3d  March,  175;". 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  ^ 

Joseph  Turner,     V  Esquires. 
Richard  Peters,  J 
The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 
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The  Governor  laid  before  the  Board  the  following  Letters,  viz'* : 
Letter  from  Governor  Dinwiddie  of  the  14th  of  January. 
Governor  Morris'  Answer  to  it  of  the  4th  February. 
Governor  Morris'  Letter  to  Governor  Dinwiddie  of  the  10th  of 
February. 

Letter  of  Speaker  enclosed. 

Governor  Dinwiddie' s  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  of  14th  Feb- 
ruary. 

Governor  Morris'  Answer  to  it  of  the  26th  February. 

Letter  from  Sir  John  St.  Clair  of  the  14th  January  to  Governor 
Morris'  Answer  10th  Feb'y. 

Letter  from  Sir  John  St.  Clair  of  the  14th  February. 

Governor  Morris'  Answer  to  it  of  the  28th  February. 

Letter  from  Sir  Thomas  Robinson  recomending  Commissary  of 
the  Musters,  dated  the  25th  October,  1754. 

Letter  from  Cap*-  Rutherford  notifying  the  Arrival  of  General 
Braddock,  dated  the  26th  February,  1755. 

Which  were  read  and  ordered  to  be  entered  in  the  above  order. 


A  Letter  from  Governor  Dinwiddie  to  Governor  Morris. 

"  Virginia,  Williamsburg,  Jan'y  14th,  1755. 
"  Sir  : 

"  This  will  be  delivered  You  by  Lieut.  Col.  Ellison,  who  with 
Lieut.  Col.  Mercer  are  commissioned  by  His  Majesty  for  the  two 
Regiments  that  are  to  be  raised  in  the  Northern  Colonies,  and  are  on 
their  Way  to  the  Place  of  their  Destination.  I  have  waited  with 
Impatience  to  hear  the  Result  of  Your  Assembly,  and  hope  they 
have  generously  voted  an  handsome  Supply  for  the  necessary  and 
essential  Expedition.  His  Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to 
order  two  Regiments  of  Foot  from  Ireland  to  assist  Us  in  defeating 
he  unjustifiable  Invasions  of  the  French  on  his  Majesty's  Lands  on 
ie  Ohio.  The  providing  Provisions  for  such  a  Number  of  Forces 
(  <have  much  at  Heart  and  must  entreat  Your  Assistance.  Can  You 
en£>  wage  with  any  Persons  in  Your  Government  for  Six  hundred  thou- 
san(\L(l  Pounds  of  Flour,  to  be  delivered  at  the  Magazine  at  Wills' 
Cree\hek  ?  which  I  earnestly  entreat  You  to  engage  to  be  delivered 
thereby  on  the  most  reasonable  Terms  and  with  all  imaginable  Dis- 
patch,u  ^  which  will  be  of  very  essential  Use  for  His  Majesty's  Service, 
which  Y  gr  am  perswacled  You  have  as  much  at  Heart  as  I  have.  Pray 
can  any  ^Quantity  of  Salt  Beef  be  purchased  with  You  to  be  de- 
livered ai   u  tbe  game  pjace  anfl  the  price  thereof  ? 

"  If  YoUgUr  Assembly  votes  a  proper  Supply  the  Amount  of  above 
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may  be  paid  for  them ;  if  not,  as  the  Service  is  not  to  hurt  for  want 
of  Provisions  I  will  engage  to  pay  the  Amount  thereof.  I  am 
greatly  engaged  in  making  proper  Provision  for  the  Forces  that  arc 
daily  expected  that  I  cannot  enlarge  further  than  to  acquaint  You  I 
have  raised  about  Six  hundred  Men,  and  hope  by  middle  of  next 
Month  to  com  pleat  them  to  800,  and  I  would  gladly  hope  that  His 
Majesty's  paternal  Care  of  his  Subjects  in  these  Colonies  will  create 
a  proper  Spirit  in  each  Legislature  to  grant  mutual  Supplies  for  the 
Common  Cause. 

"  I  remain  with  due  Respects  and  just  Regards, 

"  Sir,  Your  most  h'ble  Servt-' 

"  ROBT-  DINWIDDIE. 
"  Governor  Morris." 


Governor  Morris  Answer  to  Governor  Dinwiddle. 

"Philadelphia,  4th  February,  1755. 
"  Sir : 

"  I  was  so  much  hurried  when  Commissary  Pitcher  went  from 
hence  that  I  was  not  able  to  answer  your  Favour  of  the  Fourteenth 
of  January,  and  am  sorry  that  the  Assembly  of  this  Province  have 
not  put  it  in  my  Power  to  supply  the  Provisions  You  want  for  the 
Troops. 

"■You  are  sensible  they  have  been  most  remarkably  indulged, 
both  by  the  Crown  and  Proprietaries,  and  are  suffered  to  enjoy 
Powers  unknown  to  any  other  Assembly  upon  the  Continent,  and 
even  such  as  may  render  them  a  very  dangerous  Body  hereafter ; 
but  not  content  with  the  Privileges  granted  to  them  by  Charter 
they  Claim  to  many  more,  and  among  others  an  absolute  Exemption 
from  the  Force  of  Royal  and  Proprietary  Instructions,  and  have 
been  indiscreet  enough  to  declare  such  Instructions  destructive  of 
the  Liberties  of  the  People  and  infractions  of  their  Charter,  tho' 
given  to  the  G-overnor  and  intended  to  be  binding  upon  him  alone. 
I  would  feign  have  persuaded  them  that  it  was  an  improper  Time 
to  enter  upon  the  Consideration  of  an  Affair  about  which  We  could 
never  agree,  and  from  Time  to  Time  entreated  them  to  consider  the 
danger  they  were  in,  and  make  the  necessary  Provision.  But 
neither  the  Encroachments  of  the  French,  the  Encrease  of  their 
Numbers,  the  defenceless  State  of  the  Province,  nor  his  Majesty's 
Commands,  had  any  Effect  upon  them,  for  on  the  Tenth  of  January 
they  adjourned  themselves  without  doing  any  Thing  to  the  Pur- 
pose. 

"  Indeed  they  did  by  a  Resolve  of  their  House  without  my 
Knowledge  or  Consent  empower  a  Committee  to  borrow  Fire 
Thousand  Pounds  upon  the  Credit  of  the  House,  and  to  dispose  of 
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it  as  they  thought  fit  to  some  of  the  Uses  mentioned  in  Sir  Thomas 
Robinson's  Letter  of  the  Twenty-Sixth  of  October.  To  this  Com- 
mittee I  have  applied,  but  do  not  expect  they  will  lay  out  any  Part 
of  that  Money  to  purchase  Provisions  to  be  sent  to  Wills'  Greek,  or 
indeed  to  any  good  Purpose. 

"I  consulted  Mr.  Allen  upon  the  Subject  of  your  Letter,  and  as 
he  had  one  from  You  upon  the  same  head  I  desired  he  would  give 
You  his  Thoughts  as  to  the  best  Method  of  sending  Provisions  to 
Wills'  Creek.  He  has  wrote  to  a  Friend  of  his  in  one  of  the  Back 
Counties  to  know  what  Quantity,  in  what  Time,  and  upon  what 
Terms  can  be  furnished  from  thence,  but  thinks  with  me  that  no 
certain  Supply  can  be  had'  but  from  this  Town,  and  if  it  can  be  con- 
veyed up  Patowmack  by  Water  it  might  come  cheaper  than  any 
other  Way;  but  as  he  writes  to  You  himself  upon  the  Subject,  You 
will  give  me  Leave  to  refer  You  to  his  Letter,  and  whatever  Method 
You  think  best  shall  be  carried  into  Execution.  You  will  thereupon 
furnish  me  with  such  Directions  and  Bills  of  Exchange  as  You  may 
think  necessary,  and  with  the  Help  of  Mr.  Allen  every  Thing  shall 
be  done  for  the  publick  Service  that  is  in  his  Power,  or  that  of, 
"  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"ROBT"  H.  MORRIS." 


A  Letter  from  Governor  Morris  to  Governor  Dlnwiddie. 
"Sir: 

"I  wrote  You  on  the  Fourth  Instant  by  a  Vessel  bound  into  one 
of  your  Rivers,  but  as  she  may  be  sometime  on  her  Passage  I  now 
send  You  a  Duplicate  of  it.  In  answer  to  my  Application  to  the 
Committee  of  our  Assembly,  the  Speaker,  who  is  one  of  them,  sent 
me  the  enclosed  Letter,  by  which  You  will  observe  they  do  not 
think  themselves  obliged  to  furnish  any  Provisions  till  the  Troops 
come  into  this  Province,  and  when  they  do  I  make  no  Doubt  they 
will  find  out  some  Pretence  for  not  doing  it  then,  their  Scheme  being 
to  avoid  all  Expence  however  necessary  to  their  own  Preservation. 

"Governor  Shirley's  Son,  who  is  recruiting  here  for  his  Father's 
Regiment,  has  already  raised  about  One  Hundred  and  Forty  Men, 
and  I  expect  some  Officers  of  Sir  William  Pepperell's  will  soon  be 
here  upon  the  like  Service,  and  shall  afford  them  my  best  Assistance 
which  is  all  I  am  enabled  to  do  towards  furnishing  the  Number  of 
Men  wanted  upon  the  present  Occasion. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"ROBERT  H.  MOltRIS. 
"Philadelphia,  10th  February,  1755." 
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A  Letter  from  Governor  Dlnwiddie  to  Governor  Morris. 
"  Sir : 

"  Inclosed  I  send  You  a  Letter  from  Sr-  John  S1,  Clair  to  which 
I  desire  to  be  referred,  he  is  a  very  diligent  good  officer,  and  has 
been  much  engaged  ever  since  his  Arrival  in  viewing  our  Colony 
and  preparing  every  Thing  for  the  Reception  of  the  Troops  (which 
we  daily  expect)  and  for  their  March  to  the  Camp  at  Wills'  Creek. 

"I  wrote  You  the  14th  ult°-  to  which  I  expected  Your  Answer 
before  this,  but  Mr.  Peters  wrote  me  You  was  so  hurried  You  could 
not  write  to  Mr.  Petcher.  I  am  heartily  sorry  for  the  Conduct  of 
the  House  of  Assembly,  they  appear  to  catch  at  any  Thing  rather 
than  comply  with  His  Majesty's  Commands  on  the  present  Situation 
of  our  Affairs  in  granting  a  Supply  for  conducting  this  necessary 
Expedition,  on  the  Success  thereof  their  Lives,  Fortunes,  and  Liber- 
ties depend. 

"  My  former  Letter  was  to  desire  the  Purchase  of  600,000  weight 
of  Flour  to  be  delivered  at  the  Magazine  at  Wills'  Creek.  As  I 
have  the  Expedition  at  Heart  I  have  a  thorow  Dependence  on  that 
Supply  from  Your  Province;  and  as  Your  People  have  not  granted 
You  any  Money  I  propose  paying  for  the  above  in  Bills  of  Exch1- 
rather  than  any  Disappointment  shou'd  happen.  I  wrote  Mr.  Allen 
on  the  same  Subject,  and  I  hope  for  an  agreeable  Answer  by  Return 
of  this  Express,  which  Sr-  John  St-  Clair  sends  on  purpose  to  know 
the  Situation  of  Your  Province,  and  that  a  Road  may  be  opened  to 
the  Allegheny  Mountains  from  Your  City;  but  I  refer  You  to  his 
Letter. 

"And  desire  to  assure  You  that  I  am  with  great  Respect, 
"Your  Honor's  most  humble  Servant, 

"ROBT.  DINW1DDIE. 
"  Virginia,  Williamsburg,  February  14th,  1755. 
"Governor  Morris." 


A  Letter  From  Governor  Morris  to  Governor  Dinwiddie. 
"Sir: 

I  am  honour  d  with  Yours  by  Sir  John  St.  Clair's  Express,  and 
have  at  last  prevail'd  on  the  Committee  who  have  power  from  our 
House  of  Assembly  to  borrow  and  dispose  of  5000  Pounds  this 
Currency,  to  Provide  a  quantity  of  Flower  for  the  use  of  the  Troops, 
and  will  observe  by  the  inclosed  minute  that  they  have  agreed  to 
deliver  the  Flower  of  14,000  Bushels  of  Wheat  at  the  Mouth  of 
Conegochege,  immediately  upon  your  notifying  the  Arrival  of  the 
Troops.  This  will  somewhat  exceed  the  Quantity  of  Flower  You 
mentioned,  and  I  hope  will  answer  the  End  proposed. 
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n  I  wish  it  was  as  much  in  my  Power  as  it  is  in  my  Inclinations 
to  promote  the  Success  of  this  Expedition,  but  you  are  sensible 
what  a  Sett  of  People  Lhave  to  deal  with,  who  think  self-defence  a 
Crime,  and  Instead  of  advancing  the  Public  Service  do  what  they 
can  to  obstruct  it,  tho'  they  must  be  the  most  Considerable 
Gainers  by  the  Hemoval  of  the  French  from  their  Frontiers. 

"  I  have  by  this  Messenger  sent  Sir  John  S'"  Clair  the  best  Maps 
and  Accounts  I  can  Procure  of  the  back  Country,  and  shall  con- 
tinue my  Enquirys  upon  that  Head,  and  collect  every  Material  that 
can  be  usefull  upon  the  present  Occasion. 

"'Governor  Shirley  has  had  two  hundred  Recruit  from  this  Place, 
and  I  hear  his  Regiment  is  now  complete,  and  that  Sir  William 
Pepperill  is  in  great  Forwardness. 

"I  wrote  you  in  Answer  to  yours  of  the  14th  Ult°"  by  the  same 
Conveyance  that  Mr.  Allen  wrote,  and  sent  a  Duplicate  of  it  by  Mr. 
Woolsingham,  and  hope  you  .have  long  since  received  them  both. 
I  hope  soon  to  hear  of  the  Arrival  of  the  Troops,  and  am  with 
great  Respect, 

"  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"ROB.  H.MORRIS. 
"Philadelphia,  26th  February,  1755." 


A  Letter  from  Sir  John  St.  Clair  to  Governor  Morris. 
.     .  "  Williamsburg ii,  January  14th,  1755. 

"Sir': 

"I  herewith  transmit  to  you  two  Letters  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  relating  to  the  present  Circumstances  of  Affairs  in  America. 

"As  His  Majesty  has  appointed  me  Deputy  Quarter  Master 
General  to  the  Troops  to  be  sent  forthwith  to  Yirginia  and  those  to 
be  levied  in  the  different'  Provinces,  I  have  taken  the  first  oppor- 
tunity of  acquainting  you  with  my  Arrival  in  Virginia  in  order  to 
make  tJie  necessary  preparations  for  the  reception  of  the  two  Regi- 
ments which  were  to  embark  at  Cork  a  few  Days  after  my  Departure 
from  England,  and  which  we  reasonably  may  expect  will  arrive  in 
a  very  short  Time. 

"  I  shall  be  glad  to  know  the  particulars  with  regard  to  what  may 
have  lately  happened  in  the  Province  you  command,  that  I  may 
regulate  myself  accordingly,  and  have  them  ready  to  lay  before 
General  Braddock  on  his  landing,  that  no  Time  may  be  lost. 

"As  I  am  an  intire  Stranger  to  the  Ground  in  America  it  is 
highly  necessary  I  shou'd  get  the  best  information  of  its  Situation 
that  I  can,  which  I  have  no  other  way  of  doing  but  requesting  of 
you  to  send  me  any  Maps  or  Drawings  you  may  have  of  your  Pro- 
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vince,  which  I  shall  return  to  you  afjer  they  are  copied,  or  if  you 
have  any  knowledge  of  the  Ground  at  the  back  of  our  Settlements  it 
will  be  of  use  likewise  for  me  to  have  it.  These  are  Things  that 
General  Braddock  will  expect  that  I  shou'd  have,  that  he  may  be  ex- 
actly informed  of  the  Distances  of  Places  for  regulating  the  Marches 
of  the  Troops  (if  necessity  requires  it)  thro'  the  different  Provinces. 

"  Being  ordered  by  his  Majesty  to  correspond  with  you  I  am  glad 
of  this  opportunity  of  expressing  the  Respect  with  which  I  am, 
"  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant/ 

*    "JOHN  ST-  CLAIR. 

"P.  S.  It  will  be  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  have  the  propor- 
tion of  men  from  your  Province  in  readiness  for  completing  the  two 
Regiments  from  500  men  each  to  700. "  .  / 


A  Letter  from  Governor  Morris  to  Sir  John  St.  Clair. 

"  Philadelphia,  February  10th,  1755.    ' 
"Sir: 

"I  was  favoured  with  Yours  of  the  Fourteenth  Ult°-  by  CoL 
Ellison,  with  Two  Letters  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  shall 
have  a  particular  Pleasure  in  affording  You  my  best  Assistance  on 
all  Occasions,  and  wish  it  was  in  my  Power  to  give  You  a  better 
Account  of  the  State  of  Things  in  this  Province,  but  such  is  the 
Infatution  and  Obstinacy  of  the  People  I  have  to  deal  with,  or  at 
least. their  Representatives,  that  tho'  their  Country  is  invaded,  and 
every  thing  they  enjoy  depends  upon  removing  the  French  from 
their  Borders,  yet  I  could  not  persuade  them  to  act  with  vigour  at 
this  Juncture,  or  even  to  grant  the  Supplies  expected  by  the 
Crown  and  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

u  The  flourishing  Condition  of  this  Province  is  such  that  without 
burthening  the  People  We  might  have  done  every  Thing  required 
by  his  Majesty  and  much  more;  but  our  Assembly  took  it  into, 
their  Heads  that  Royal  and  Proprietary  Instructions  were  de- 
structive of  their  Liberties,  and  instead  of  considering  the  Danger 
to  which  the  Province  was  exposed  thej.  entered  into  a  Dispute 
upon  that  Head,  and  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  lay  it  aside  or 
to  give  Money  upon  any  Terms  but  such  as  were  directly  contrary 
to  his  Majesty's  Instructions  and  inconsistent  with  their  own  De- 
pendance  upon  the  Crown. 

"I  have  ordered  the  best  Maps  I  can  procure  of  the  back  Country 
to  be  copied  for  You,  and  shall  send  them  by  the  first  Opportunity, 
with  such  Notes  as  may  enable  You  to  understand  them,  but  am 
much  afraid  they  are  not  very  exact,  as  our  only  Accounts  of  that 
Country  are  from  Indian  Traders,  who  are  generally  an  ignorant, 
stupid  People. 

"  I  could  easily  have  had  a  Number  of  Men  in  readiuess  to  aug- 
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merit  the  two  Regiments  from  Ireland  if  my  Assembly  would  have 
come  into  reasonable  Measures,  but  for  want  of  Money  I  have  not 
been  able  to  carry  the  King's  Commands  in  that  particular  into 
execution. 

a  Should  His  Majesty's  Service  or  your  own  Inclinations  call 
You  to  this  Part  of  the  Continent  I  shall  be  proud  of  making  this 
Place  agreeable  to  You,  and  am, 

"Sir,  Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 

"  ROB'T.  H.  MORRIS. 


A  Letter  from  Sir  John  St.  Clair  to  Governor  Morris. 

"  Williamsburg,  February  14th,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"  I  did  myself  the  Honour  of  writing  a  Letter  to  your  Excellency 
of  the  14th  of  January,  in  which  I  requested  of  you  to  send  me  any 
Maps  or  Drawings  that  you  might  have  of  Pennsylvania.  It  has 
given  me  a  good  deal  of  uneasiness  that  I  have  not  received  your 
Answer,  which  I  expected  before  now  in  order  to  have  been  informed 
of  your  Province.  I  am  here  alone  without  any  assistance,  other- 
wise I  should  have  sent  an  Ingenier  to  have  reconoitred  your 
Frontiers,  and  if  I  could  have  been  spared  from  the  urgent  Service 
I  am  on  here  I  should  have  visited  your  Country  myself. 

"  I  have  sent  a  Messenger  with  this  to  Philadelphia  that  your 
Excellency  may  oe  the  better  informed  of  our  Situation,  and  what 
part  is  expected  that  you  should  act  for  the  Common  good. 

"  The  British  Troops  are  daily  expected,  and  as  the  Season  is  far 
advanced  they  have  no  Time  to  loose  before  they  begin  their  oper- 
ations. I  have  done  every  thing  in  my  power  to  facilitate  their 
March  from  their  landing  place  to  the  Alligany  Mountains,  which 
will  be  a  very  great  Trouble  and  Expence. 

"  As  I  make  no  Doubt  but  that  the  French  will  unite  all  their 
strength  together  to  make  a  stand  before  we  can  get  on  the  Ohio, 
which  will  oblige  us  to  have  the  Assistance  of  one  of  tfce  Regiments 
now  raising  in  the  Northern  Provinces,  This  Step  must  puzle  the 
French  a  good  deal,  as  they  will  expect  an  attack  from  all  Quarters. 
You  must  be  very  sensible  what  a  great  Detour  these  Troops  must 
make  by  marching  thro'  Philadelphia,  Frederick  in  Maryland, 
crossing  the  Pattowmack  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Monocassy,  and 
joining  us  at  Winchester.     This  would  retard  all  our  Motions. 

"For  this  Reason  I  must  press  your  Excellency  in  the  most 
earnest  manner  to  open  a  Communication  by  cutting  or  Repairing 
the  Roads  towards  the  Head  of  the  Yougheagany,  or  any  other  way 
that  is  nearer  to  the  French  Forts. 

"  By  the  Maps  I  have  of  your  Province  there  appears  to  me  to 
be  a  Road  from  Philadelphia  which  crosses  the  Sasquehannah  a 
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little  below  the  Junction  of  the  River  Juniata,  and  that  there  are 
two  Paths  from  that  Place  leading  to  the  black  Log,  which  is  at  no 
very  great  Distance  from  the  Branches  of  the  Yaughangany  (called 
the  Turkey's  Foot)  where  we  are  to  cross.  Shou'd  the  Roads  not 
be  wanted  for  this  purpose  I  may  venture  to  assure  your  Excellency 
that  no  General  will  advance  with  an  Army  without  having  a  Com- 
munication open  to  the  Provinces  in  his  Rear,  both  for  the  Security 
of  his  Retreat  and  to  facilitate  the  Transport  of  Provisions,  the  sup- 
plying of  which  we  must  greatly  Depend  on  your  Province. 

"I  have  sent  a  Commissary  to  Pennsylvania  to  contract  for  100 
Waggon  loads  of  Flower  to  be  delivered  at  Conogohege  by  the  20th 
of  March,  and  that  the  Waggons  if  wanted  are  to  be  taken  into  the 
Service  to  carry  up  our  Stores.  I  beg  of  you  to  give  what  assist- 
ance you  can  to  Mr.  Walker,  who  is  charged  with  that  Commission. 

"  Your  Excellency  may  expect  to  have  the  French  (or  rather 
Canadians)  with  some  Indians  making  an  appearance  on  your 
Frontiers.  You  may  make  what  use  of  these  Movements  you 
please  to  your  Assembly,  But  you  may  take  my  word  of  it  that  if 
such  Movements  are  made  they  have  no  other  View  in  it  but  do 
distract  us  in  our  Councils  and  endeavour  to  harrass  the  Inhabitants 
— a  sure  Sign  that  they  are  in  a  Pannick.  On  the  contrary,  if  they 
lie  quiet  in  their  Forts  they  apprehend  no  Danger  and  are  to  be 
dreaded.  I  hope  your  people  will  not  look  on  this  as  an  Inlet  to 
our  Enemies,  but  lay  aside  all  Animositys  and  act  for  the  good  of 
their  Country. 

"  Should  any  small  rivers  be  to  cross  when  the  roads  are  a  making, 
I  must  recommend  to  have  floats  made  on  them  for  the  Crossing  a 
Waggon,  and  that  the  roads  be  made  wide,  at  least  30  Feet,  and 
carried  along  the  Ridges  of  the  Mountains  to  avoid  the  Channels  of 
the  Runs  of  Water.  I  have  been  a  good  deal  employed  about  this 
kind  of  work  since  I  arrived,  but  it  is  now  almost  finished. 

"  I  am,  with  the  greatest  Respect,  Your  Excellency's  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  Servant, 

"JOHN  ST  CLAIR." 


A  Letter  from  Governor  Morris  to  Sir  John  St.  Clair. 

"  Philadelphia,  28th  Februarv,  1755. 
"  Sir : 

"  On  the  Tenth  Instant  I  had  the  Honour  to  write  You  in  An- 
swer to  Your'sof  the  Fourteenth  Ult°-  and  by  Cap'  Rutherford  sent 
You  the  best  Map  of  this  Province  I  could  then  procure,  which  I 
hope  ¥ou  have  received.  I  have  since  with  some  Difficulty  pre- 
vailed on  a  Man  in  this  Town,  one  Evans,  to  furnish  me  with  a 
Map  of  the  back  Country  from  the  Materials  he  has  in   his  Hands. 
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and  You  will  receive  it  with  this,  and  from  the  best  Information  I 
can  get  and  in  the  Judgement  of  those  here  most  acquainted  with 
that  Country  it  is  more  to  be  depended  on  than  any  other. 

11  There  is  an  open  Waggon  Road  from  this  Town  to  the  Mouth 
of  Conegochege  which  I  am  told  is  a  very  good  one,  by  which  any 
Quantity  of  Provisions  may  be  carried  and  along  which  the  North- 
ern Forces  may  jnarch  and  join  the  Europeans  at  Winchester  with 
only  crossing  three  small  Ferries,  but  there  is  no  Waggon  Road 
from  Carlisle  West  through  the  Mountains  but  only  a  Horse  Path, 
by  which  the  Indian  Traders  used  to  carry  their  Goods  and  Skins  to 
and  from  the  Ohio  while  that  Trade  remained  open.  I  send  You 
herewith  a  Map  of  that  Path  from  Carlisle  to  the  Shanoppin's  Town, 
where  the  French  Fort  now  stands,  by  which  You  will  see  the  great 
Difficulty  that  will  attend  the  making  a  Waggon  Road  that  Way. 
The  black  Log  is  not  laid  down  upon  this  Map  or  the  new  one  of 
Evans',  but  is  nigh  the  Place  there  called  Croghan's  and  consider- 
ably distant  from  the  Turkey's  Foot. 

"  You  must  be  sensible  of  the  Difficulties  I  labour  under  in  this 
Province,  having  no  Money  at  my  Command  and  obliged  for  every 
Article  of  Expence  to  apply  to  a  Set  of  Men  quite  unacquainted 
with  every  kind  of  Military  Service  and  extremely  unwilling  to  part 
with  Money  upon  any  Terms ;  however,  I  will  try  if  I  can  prevail 
on  them  to  enable  me  to  send  a  Surveyor  to  reconnoitre  the  Country 
from  Carlisle  Westward  beyond  the  Allegheny  Mountains,  and  for 
my  own  Part  shall  spare  no  Pains  to  have  the  Roads  that  may  be 
necessary  upon  the  present  Occasion  put  into  good  Order,  and  if  the 
Assembly  will  give  Money  shall  have  such  Others  opened  as  the 
Passes  through  the  Mountains  will  admit  of  for  the  more  convenient 
March  of  Troops  or  Carriage  of  Provisions. 

"  I  think  with  You  that  the  French  will  oppose  our  March  to  the 
Ohio ;  they  have  Numbers  of  Indians  in  their  Interest  •  they  will 
with  their  aid  endeavour  to  harass  our  Troops  in  their  Way  thro' 
the  Woods.    . 

"  You  will  observe  that  the  carrying  Place  near  the  Falls  of 
Niagara,  where  the  Upper  Lakes  all  empty  themselves  into  that  of 
Ontario,  and  where  the  French  have  a  small  Fort,  is  the  only  Com- 
munication between  Canada  and  the  new  Settlements  upon  Ohio  and 
the  Lakes,  and  if  We  can  make  ourselves  Masters  of  that  Pass  all 
their  Southern  Forts  must  submit,  as  they  can  in  that  case  have  no 
Supply  either  of  Men  or  Provisions  on  the  Lake  Ontario.  Not  very 
far  from  Niagara  We  have  a  Fort  called  Oswego  mounted  with  small 
Cannon  and  garrisoned  by  the  New  York  Companies,  to  which  there 
is  an  open  Road  from  a  very  fine  Provision  Country  upon  the  Mo- 
hocks' River  that  empties  itself  into  Hudson's  River  a  little  above 
Albany  in  the  Province  of  New  York ;  General  Braddock  will  con- 
sider whether  a  Part  of  the  New  England  Regiments  with  the  two 
New  York  Companies  may  not  be  well  employed  in  reducing  that 
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Fort,  which  I  am  informed  is  not  a  strong  one;  any  quantity  of 
Provisions  may  be  laid  in  at  Oswego,  and  Cannon  may  be  carried 
by  Water  from  thence  to  Niagara,  which  will  greatly  facilitate  the 
Reduction  of  that  Fort;  and  the  gaining  that  Pass  will  not  only  cut 
off  the  Communication  between  the  old  and  new  French  Settlem'5, 
but  would  oblige  the  whole  Six  Nations  of  Indians  and  their  allies 
who  are  at  present  mostly  in  the  French  Interest  immediately  to 
declare  for  Us.  I  thought  it  my  Duty  to  hint  this  Measure  to  you 
that  General  Braddock  might  consider  it. 

"Governor  Shirley's  Son  has  sent  upwards  of  Two  Hundred  Re- 
cruits from  hence  for  his  Father's  Regiment,  and  I  expect  an  Officer 
from  Sir  William  Pepperell  to  raise  Men  here;  and  if  any  of  those 
Troops  are  to  be  employed  to  the  Westward  would  it  not  be  right 
to  hinder  the  sending  any  more  of  them  to  Boston. 

"  I  send  You  a  Plan  of  the  French  Fort  at  Crown  Point,  and  a 
Map  of  the  Lake  and  Country  about  it. 

"A  Committee  of  our  Assembly  have  agreed  to  purchase  Four- 
teen Thousand  Bushels  of  Wheat,  which  is  to  be  made  into  Flower 
and  delivered  at  the  Mouth  of  Conegochege  upon  Notice  of  the 
Arrival  of  the  Troops,  and  Mr.  Walker  is  gone  to  the  Part  where  it 
is  to  be  bought  and  manufactured  to  give  the  necessary  orders 
about  it. 

"I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  humble  Servant, 

"  ROBERT  H.  MORRIS. 


A  Letter  from  Sir  Thomas  Robinson  to  Governor  Morris. 
"Whitehall,  October  25th,  1754. 
"  Sir : 

"His  Majesty  having  been  pleased  to  appoint  James  Pitcher, 
Esqr.,  to  be  Commissary  of  the  Musters  of  all  his  Majesty's  Forces 
that  are  or  shall  be  employed  in  his  Majesty's  Colonies  and  Pro- 
vinces in  North  America,  I  have  his  Majesty's  orders  to  direct  you, 
or  in  Your  Absence  the  Lieutenant  Governor  or  such  other  Person 
that  shall  have  the  chief  Care  of  your  Government,  to  be  aiding  and 
assisting  to  the  said  James  Pitcher,  Esqr.,  in  the  Execution  of  this 
duty. 

"I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"T.  ROBINSON. 


A  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  Mr.  John  Rutherford, 

"Sir: 

"  I  very  heartily  congratulate  your  Honour  on  General  Braddock's 
Arrival,  which  we  had  yesterday  an  account  of  by  a  Letter  from  Sir 
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John  St.  Clair  by  the  Post  to  Governor  Sharp,  but  no  particulars  of 
the  Train  or  of  the  Forces  being  arrived  with  him,  tho'  report  says 
both  are,  and  Governor  Sharp  seems  to  think  by  Sir  John's  manner 
of  writing  of  the  Disposal  of  the  Forces  in  Quarters  that  they  are 
arrived.  Sir  John  St.  Clair  was  at  Fredericksburgh  in  his  way 
back  to  the  Camp  when  the  Express  from  General  Braddock  over- 
took him,  upon  which  he  set  out  for  Williamsburgh;  and  as  I  am 
obliged  to  go  to  the  Camp  directly  I  shall  forward  your  Letter  and 
Map  to  him  by  Captain  Hose,  who  goes  to-morrow  and  carry's 
Governor  Sharp's  Letters.  I  shall  be  extremely  glad  to  hear  of 
Your  Health  and  of  Captain  Morris'  success  at  Boston,  and  am,  with 
the  greatest  Regard,  Sir, 

"  Your  Honour's  Most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 

"JOHN  RUTHERFORD. 
"  Annapolis,  26th  February,  1755." 

On  Considering  the  Contents  of  these  several  Letters  it  was 
unanimously  concluded  that  the  Assembly  should  be  convened  by 
Writ,  and  accordingly  Writs  issued  to  summon  them  to  meet  on  the 
Seventeenth  Instant. 

The  Governor  laid  before  the  Council  the  Return  of  a  Road  made 
in  Pursuance  of  an  Order  from  this  Board,  dated  the  Twenty-Fourth 
day  of  June,  1752,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  entered,  and 
is  as  follows  : 

u  To  the  Honourable  the  Governor  and   Council  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania  : 

"  In  Pursuance  of  an  Order  from  the  Honourable  Board  of  the 
24th  Day  of  June,  1752,  there  was  laid  out  a  Road  Beginning  at 
the  South  Side  of  the  west  Branch  of  Delaware  opposite  to  Easton, 
and  from  thence  extending  along  the  Several  Courses  of  the  other 
new  Great  Road  to  a  Post  on  Charles  Briggs'  Land,  Thence  leaving 
the  said  Road  South  Twenty-three  degrees  East  Sixty-Seven  Per- 
ches, South-East  Sixty  Perches,  South  Nine  degrees  west  Fifty 
Perches,  South  five  and  half  Degrees  East  Thirty-Six  perches,  South 
three  degrees  West  Forty-four  Perches,  South  sixteen  and  half 
degrees  West  Twenty-four  Perches,  South  Six  degrees  East  Forty- 
four  perches,  South  fourteen  and  half  Degrees  West  forty-Eight 
Perches,  South  twelve  degrees  West  Twenty-four  Perches,  South 
live  degrees  West  fifty -four  Perches,  South  thirty-eight  Perches, 
South  Twenty-four  degrees  East  twenty  Perches,  South  nine  degrees 
East  one  hundred  and  fourteen  Perches,  South  two  and  half  degrees 
West  thirty-five  Perches,  South  twenty  degrees  west  forty  Perches, 
South  thirty-five  degrees  West  Thirty-five  Perches,  South  Eleven 
degrees  west  fifty  Perches,  South  nineteen  degrees  west  Thirty-nine 
perches,  South  fifty-three  degrees  East  twenty-six  perches,  South 
Thirty-six  degrees  East  fifty-two  Perches  to  Durham  Road,  eleven 
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Perches  distance  from  the  Furnace,  Being  from  the  Post  aforesaid 
Two  Miles  and  Two  Hundred  and  Sixty  Perches. 

«  WILLIAM  PARSONS, 
"JOHN  CHAPMAN, 
"JACOB  HUCHART, 
"  STEP*  TWINING,  Jur- 

«  February  14th,  1755.° 


MEMORANDUM: 

The  Secretary  having  several  Times  by  Order  of  the  Governor 
called  upon  the  Speaker  for  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Sessions  of  As- 
sembly, and  they  being  not  delivered,  He  was  desired  to  make 
another  Demand,  which  He  did,  and  was  told  that  the  Printer  should 
deliver  them  as  soon  as  finished. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Monday  the  10th  March, 
1755. 

PRESENT  I 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esqr.,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  Joseph  Turner,    ~) 

Robert  Strettell,  Richard  Peters,    v  Esquires. 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  J 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

The  following  Letters  and  Papers  were  read  and  ordered  to  be 
entered : 

A  Letter  from  Lord  Halifax,  dated  26th  November,  1754. 

A  Letter  by  Express  from  General  Braddock,  dated  at  Williams- 
burg, 28th  February,  1755. 

Another  by  the  same  from  Governor  Dinwiddie  of  the  same  Date. 
A  Letter  from  Governor  Shirley,  dated  17th  February,  1755. 
with  Massachusets  Act. 

Another  Letter  from  Gov.  Shirley,  dated  24th  February,  enclos- 
ing the  following  Papers,  viz. : 

Governor  Shirley's  Message  to  his  Assembly,  dated  loth  Feb- 
ruary, 1755. 

Resolves  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  Massachusets,  dated 
ISth  February,  1755. 
VOL.  vi. — 20. 
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A  Letter  from  Lord  Halifax  to  Governor  Morris. 

"  Grosvenor  Square,  Nov.  the  26th,  1754. 
"Sir: 

"  This  Letter  will  be  transmitted  to  Yon  by  General  Braddock, 
whom  His  Majesty  has  appointed  Commander-in-Cheif  of  his  Forces 
in  North  America.  The  troops  shortly  to  be  sent  from  hence,  the 
two  Regiments  to  be  raised  in  New  England,  and  the  Gentleman  to 
whom  the  Command  is  given,  are  the  Strongest  proofs  of  his  pater- 
nal regard  for  the  welfare  and  Protection  of  his  Subjects  against 
the  unwarrantable  Incroachments  of  the  French ;  and  I  trust  in 
G-od  that  these  Pledges  his  Majesty  is  pleased  to  give  them  of  his 
great  Attention  to  their  Security  and  to  the  preservation  of  the 
British  Dominion  in  America  will  be  attended  by  the  desired 
Effects;  and  that  the  Legislatures  of  the  Several  Provinces  will  be 
so  animated  and  encouraged  by  the  vigorous  measures  their  Mother 
Country  takes  that  they  will  no  longer  hesitate  about  raising  such 
Supplies  as  may  render  effectual  the  great  Purposes  in  hand.  The 
means  of  their  future  Security  are  now  open  to  them,  and  cannot 
fail  of  success  if  they  shall  be  back'd  by  such  vigor,  unanimity,  and 
Dispatch  as  it  is  incumbent  on  Plis  Majesty's  Colonies  to  exert  on 
so  important  an  occasion ;  for  without  these  what  has  been  done  by 
His  Majesty  may  prove  very  inadequate  to  the  Services  intended. 

"  If  an  Union  of  Councils  had  sooner  prevailed  Opposition  to 
French  Usurpations  would  probably  have  been  an  easier  task  than 
it  may  now  be.  I  cannot,  however,  doubt  of  every  Thing  we  wish 
being  accomplished  if  that  Harmony  and  confidence  are  established 
so  necessary  in  great  National  Undertakings.  In  order  that  this 
may  take  place  as  far  as  it  is  in  my  power  to  contribute  to  it,  I  must 
recommend  General  Braddock  to  You  as  a  Gentleman  with  whom 
You  will  co-operate  for  the  Pubic  Service  with  the  greatest  Satis- 
faction ;  a  Gentleman  who  has  no  other  view  than  the  Effectual 
Execution  of  His  Majesty's  Commands  for  the  Welfare  of  his  Sub- 
jects in  America;  who  is  above  all  lucrative  Considerations,  and 
whose  only  aim  is  Honour  to  himself  and  Service  to  his  Country. 
If  such  a  confidence  is  reposed  in  time  as  such  a  Character  well  de- 
serves, we  may  promise  ourselves  Success ;  but  if  Jealousies,  Sus- 
picions, Contradictions  of  Councils,  should  unfortunately  take  Place, 
this  great  Opportunity  of  giving  future  Security  to  His  Majesty's 
Subjects  in  America  may  be  lost. 

u  I  doubt  not  of  your  Co-operation  with  and  assistances  to  Mr. 
Braddock  in  every  thing  he  shall  think  necessary  for  His  Majesty's 
Service,  and  am, 

"  Sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  Servant, 

"  DUNK  HALIFAX." 
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A  Letter  from   General  Braddock  to   Governor  Morris, 
"Sir: 

"Your  answer  to  Sir  John  St.  Clair's  first  Letter  is  just  arrived. 
I  waited  for  the  Return  of  the  Messenger  or  would  have  informed 
You  sooner  of  my  being  at  Williamsburg  with  his  Majestie's  Com- 
mission to  command  all  the  Forces  in  North  America.  I  cannot 
help  expressing  the  greatest  Surprise  to  find  such  pusillanimous  and 
improper  Bshaviour  in  your  Assembly,  and  to  hear  of  Faction  and 
Opposition  where  Liberty  and  Property  are  invaded,  and  an  absolute 
Refusal  to  supply  either  Men,  Money,  or  Provision  for  their  own 
Defence  while  they  furnish  the  Enemy  with  Provision,  which  his 
Majesty  has  been  informed  of  and  has  ordered  all  suspected  Vessels 
to  be  stopped  and  forfeited,  but  to  provide  more  effectually  against 
this  unnatural  Proceeding  I  think  it  very  adviseable  to  put  an  Em- 
bargo upon  all  Provision,  and  I  should  be  much  obliged  to  You  if 
You  would  proceed  immediately  to  issue  such  an  Order. 

"  It  is  astonishing  to  see  One  of  the  principal  Colonies  preserving 
a  Neutrality  when  his  Majestie's  Dominions  are  invaded,  when  the 
Enemy  is  upon  the  Frontier,  nay,  when  it  is  undetermined  if  the 
Fort  of  Duquense  is  not  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania.  His  Ma- 
jesty to  drive  the  French  from  their  Encroachments  and  out  of  the 
great  Regard  to  his  Subjects  in  these  Parts  has  ordered  Two  Regi- 
ments and  a  Train  of  Artillery  from  England,  no  Measures  are 
taken  to  repair  Roads,  to  provide  Horses  and  Carriages  to  transport 
the  Stores  nor  even  Subsistence  for  those  Troops  who  are  come  to 
restore  and  preserve  that  Property  which  their  factious  Councils 
have  suffered  to  be  invaded. 

"  My  Commission  empowers  me  to  settle  the  "Winter  as  I  shall 
think  most  proper.  You  may  assure  your  Assembly  I  shall  have 
Regard  to  the  different  Behaviour  of  the  several  Colonies  and  shall 
regulate  their  Quarters  accordingly,  and  that  I  will  repair  by  un- 
pleasant Methods  what  for  the  character  and  Honour  of  the  Assem- 
blies I  should  be  much  happier  to  see  chearfully  supplied^. 

"  I  hope  You  will  not  impute  any  Part  of  this  Letter  as  being 
addressed  or  directed  to  You.  I  am  thoroughly  satisfied  of  your 
good  Intentions  and  the  means  You  have  used  to  obtain  the  neces- 
sary Assistance,  nor  do  I  doubt  your  Continuation  of  them.  I  must 
desire  You  to  establish  a  Post  with  good  Horses  at  convenient  Dis- 
tances between  Philadelphia  and  Winchester  for  the  forwarding 
yours  and  receiving  my  Dispatches,  which  may  be  of  great  Import- 
ance during  the  Operation  of  the  Campaign,  and  I  desire  You  will 
inform  me  of  the  Places  appointed. 

"  Governor  Dinwiddie  writ  to  You  concerning  Flower;  if  You 
can  prevail  on  your  Assembly  to  raise  any  Money  I  shou'd  be  glad 
You  would  provide  a  large  Quantity  and  send  it  to  Winchester. 


308  MINUTES  OF  THE 

"I  was  desired  before  I  left  England  to  recommend  it  to  the  Gov- 
ernors of  Provinces  to  make  one  common  Fund  for  the  Supplies  of 
the  several  Colonies,  that  a  Treasurer  should  be  appointed  with  Or- 
ders to  answer  my  demands,  as  it  is  only  proposed  to  expedite  Busi- 
ness, and  as  I  declare  myself  quite  disinterested  I  shall  be  ready  to 
give  an  account  of  the  Disbursements.  Enclosed  are  Letters  from 
Lord  Halifax  and  Mr.  Penn.  I  hope  they  contain  such  matter  as 
may  prevail  upon  your  Assembly  to  contribute  handsomely  to  the 
present  Service.     I  am, 

"  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"E.  BRADDOCK. 

"Williamsburg,  28th  February,  1755." 


A  Letter  from  Governor  Diniuiddie  to  Governor  Morris. 

"Williamsburg,  Yirga-  Feb.  28th,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"This  morning  I  received  your  letter  of  the  10th  February,  as  I 
did  your  former  last  week.  I  received  Mr.  Norris'  letter  to  you 
which  appears  to  me  very  evasive.  The  supply  of  flour  I  wrote 
you  about  is  for  His  Majesty's  forces  daily  expected  from  Ireland, 
General  Braddock  being  now  with  me,  and  I  presume  their  first  at- 
tempt will  be  to  route  the  French  from  the  fort  they  built  on  the 
Ohio,  which  Mr.  Hamilton,  your  predecessor,  believed  to  be  on  the 
lands  belonging  to  your  proprietors.  If  that  is  so,  pray  what  objec- 
tion can  there  be  to  supply  the  forces  v/ith  flour  who  are  engaged  to 
drive  the  enemy  from  your  frontiers  ?  unless  intended  to  perplex  or 
in  short  to  refuse  any  supplies. 

"Surely  their  conduct  when  properly  represented  will  appear  that 
they  are  bad  subjects  and  disobedient  to  His  Majesty's  commands, 
the  consequence  thereof  they  may  easily  conceive ;  but  the  flour,  if 
possible,  must  be  had,  and  if  sent  from  the  place  to  Winchester, 
which  is  a  wagon  road,  will  answer.  I  write  a  short  letter  to  Mr. 
Allen  on  the  head,  but  I  impatiently  expect  the  return  of  my  last 
express. 

(iI  have  not  time  to  add  but  to  desire  you  to  send  a  fresh  express 
to  New  York  with  the  letters  he  will  deliver  you,  and  Mr.  Delanccy 
must  forward  them  with  a  fresh  Express  for  Boston. 
"  I  am,  with  very  great  respect, 

"Your  honour's  most  obedient  h'ble  servant, 

"EOBT.  DINWtDDIE." 
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A  Letter  from  Governor  Shirley  to  Governor  Morris. 

"  Boston,  February  17,  1755. 
"Si*:  ' 

"  The  designs  of  the  French  (in  which  they  have  so  far  already 
succeeded)  for  invading  II is  Majesty's  just  rights  in  these  northern 
parts  of  America  contrary  to  the  most  solemn  treaties,  require  these 
Governments  as  well  for  their  own  safety  as  in  faithfulness  to  his 
Majesty,  without  delay  to  use  all  means  in  their  power  to  frustrate 
these  perfidious  and  pernicious  practices. 

"Among  other  measures  necessary  to  be  taken,  especially  at  this 
critical  conjuncture  (the  present  aspect  of  affairs  threatning  a  speedy 
rupture),  nothing  we  can  do  seems  likely  to  tend  more,  by  the 
blessing  of  God,  to  defeat  the  schemes  of  the  French  to  swallow  up 
all  his  Majesty's  Dominions  on  the  continent  of  America  than  that 
the  governments  should  agree  in  the  most  effectual  means  for  stop- 
ping all  supplies  of  provision  and  warlike  stores  being  sent  out  of 
any  of  these  colonies  without  the  inclosed  precaution  against  their 
being  carried  to  the  French. 

"  The  General  Assembly  of  this  Province  have  passed  an  order 
for  that  end  (a  copy  of  which  I  now  inclose),  and  have  desired  me 
to  solicit  the  Governours  of  the  rest  of  His  Majesty's  colonies  to  joyn 
with  us  in  this  necessary  expedient  for  our  common  safety.  Your 
Honour  will  observe  that  the  time  for  the  continuance  of  this  prohi- 
bition is  restrained  to  three  months  j  but  if  the  other  governments 
should  join  with  us  I  make  no  doubt  of  bringing  my  Assembly  to 
extend  it  further. 

"It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  have  your  Honour's  concur- 
rence with  me  in  sentiments  concerning  what  appears  to  me  so  salu- 
tary a  measure  at  this  conjuncture  for  the  general  good  of  all  His 
Majesty's  colonies  in  North  America. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect, 

"Sir,  your  Honor's  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

"  W.  SHIRLEY." 


Act  of  Massachusetts  Bay  oh-liying  all  Masters  of  Vessels  to  take 
Oath  not  to  land  Provisions  in  any  French  Port,  <£"' 
"  At  a  great  and  general  court  or  Assembly  for  his  Majesty's 
Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Ray  in  New  England,  begun  and 
held  at  Boston  upon  Wednesday  the  29th  day  of  May,  1754,  and 
continued  by  adjournments  and  prorogation  unto  Wednesday  the 
5th  day  of  February  following,  and  then  met. 

"  In  Council,  February  8,  1755. 
"  Voted  that  the  Impost  Officer  and  his  Deputies  for  and  during 
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the  Term  of  twelve  Weeks  be  and  hereby  are  directed  and  im- 
powere i  to  demand  from  the  Master  of  every  Vessel  which  shall 
clear  out  from  any  Port  within  this  Province  an  Account  Upon  Oath 
of  all  "Provisions  and  Warlike  Stores  laden  or  intended  to  be  laden 
on  board  such  Vessell  before  her  sailing,  and  whensoever  it  shall 
appear  to  the  said  Officer  or  Deputy  that  any  Yessell  has  on  board, 
or  that  there  is  intended  to  be  landed  on  board  any  Vessell  more 
Provisions  or  Warlike  Stores  than  is  necessary  for  the  victualling 
and  defence  of  such  Vessell  on  her  proposed  Voyage,  the  said  Officer 
shall  require  the  Master  of  such  Vessel  to  give  Bond  with  Sureties 
in  the  Penalty  of  One  Thousand  Pounds  Sterling  that  all  such  Pro- 
visions and  stores  of  war  shall  be  landed  within  his  Majesty's  Do- 
minions, and  certificate  returned  from  the  chief  officer  of  the  customs 
of  such  port,  or  if  it  be  at  a  port  where  there  is  no  officer  of  the 
customs,  then  from  the  Chief  Magistrate,  that  all  such  provisions 
or  stores  of  war  have  been  landed  accordingly.  And  His  Excel- 
lency I  lie  Governor  is  desired  to  give  orders  that  no  vessell  having 
provisions  and  warlike  stores  on  board  as  aforesaid  be  cleared  at  the 
Naval  Office  untill  bond  shall  have  been  given  as  above  directed ; 
and  that  any  vessell  already  cleared  out  and  suspected  to  have  any 
quantify  of  provisions  or  warlike  stores  on  board  be  detained  untill 
security  be  given  as  aforesaid  j  and  that  his  Excellency  be  likewise 
desired  as  soon  as  he  shall  think  proper  to  acquaint  his  Majesty's 
several  Governors  on  the  continent  with  this  order  and  desire  that 
the  like  care  may  be  taken  within  the  several  governments. 

"  Sent  down  for  concurrence. 

"THOs-  CLARKE,  Dep*  Sec'ry. 

"In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Febry,.8,  1755,  read  and  con- 
curred. 

"  T.  HUBBARD,  Spkr* 

"  Consented  to. 

"  W.  SHIRLEY." 


Another  Letter  from  Governor  Shirley  to  Governor  Morris. 

"  Boston,  New  England,  Feb.  25th,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"It  would  be  needless  for  me  to  observe  to  You  how  his  Majesty's 
Colonies  upon  this  Continent  are  surrounded  with  the  Incroachments 
of  the  French.  They  have  long  since  marked  out  for  themselves  a 
large  Empire  upon  the  back  of  it,  extending  from  Cape  Breton  to 
the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  and  comprehending  the  Country  between  the 
Apalachian  mountains  and  Pacific  Ocean,  with  the  numerous,  power- 
full  Tribes  of  Indians  Inhabiting  it;  and  they  are  now  finishing  the 
extreme  Parts  by  a  communication  between  Louisbourg  and  ^Quebec 
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across  the  Isthmus  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Bay  of  Funda  at  the  one  End, 
and  a  junction  of  Canada  with  the  Mississippi  by  a  line  of  Forts  upon 
the  Great  Lakes  and  Rivers  at  the  other. 

"  It  is  fallen  to  the  Lot  of  the  most  Eastern  Colonies  to  be  hemm'd 
in  by  that  part  of  their  Incroachments  which  begin  in  Nova  Scotia 
and  end  at  Crown  Point,  among  which  the  Fort  at  Beau  Lejour 
upon  the  Isthmus  of  the  Peninsula,  that  at  St.  John's  River  and 
Fort  St.  Frederick  near  Crown  Point  are  the  Principal. 

"His  Majesty,  out  of  his  Paternal  care  for  the  Welfare  and  Secu- 
rity of  his  good  Subjects  of  these  Colonies,  in  September,  1753? 
signifyed  his  Royal  Pleasure  by  the  Right  Honourable  Earl  of  Hol- 
dernesse's  Letter,  dated  the  21st  of  that  month,  to  his  Governours 
there,  that  they  should  with  the  arm'd  Force  of  the  militia  under 
their  respective  commands  (if  need  be)  remove  all  Incroachments 
upon  his  Territories  within  the  limits  of  their  several  Governments, 
and  use  their  best  endeavours  for  promoting  a  General  Union  among 
them  for  their  common  Defence  against  an  Invader. 

"In  July  last  by  a  Letter  from  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Thomas 
Robinson,  dated  the  5th  of  that  month,  his  Majesty  signifyed  his 
orders  to  me  and  Colonel  Lawrence,  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  Nova  Scotia,  that  we  should  concert  measures 
for  attacking  the  French  Forts  in  that  Province. 

"And  in  December  last  I  had  the  Honour  to  receive  another 
Letter  from  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  dated  26th  of  October,  wherein 
he  acquainted  me  that  his  Majesty,  upon  taking  the  State  of  his 
Colonies  in  North  America  into  his  Royal  consideration,  was  gra- 
ciously pleased,  besides  ordering  Two  Regiments  of  Foot  from  Ireland 
under  the  Command  of  Sir  Peter  Halket  and  Colonel  Dunbar  to  be 
sent  to  Virginia,  to  order  me  and  Sir  William  Pepperell  to  raise 
each  of  us  a  Regiment  of  foot  consisting  of  1,000  men  under  our 
respective  commands  for  the  defence  of  his  Colonies  here. 

"In  obedience  to  the  first-mentioned  orders,  Colonel  Lawrence 
and  I  have  concerted  Measures  for  dislodging  the  French  from  their 
Forts  in  Nova  Scotia  and  driving  them  out  of  the  Province,  and 
among  other  Preparations  for  that  purpose  I  am  now  raising  a  Re- 
inforcement of  2,000  men  for  his  Majesty's  Regular  Troops  there, 
to  be  embarked  in  time  to  be  landed  in  the  Bay  of  Funda  by  the 
first  week  of  April,  which  I  have  reason  to  think  I  can  depend  upon 
accomplishing. 

"In  consequence  of  the  latter  I  have  made  a  great  Progress  in 
raising  my  Regiment,  and  believe  there  is  no  great  Doubt  of  its 
being  compleated  by  the  latter  End  of  March. 

"  Mr.  Dinwiddie,  Governor  of  Virginia,  in  his  Letter  to  me,  dated 
January  14th,  acquaints  me  that  his  Government  had  great  Depend- 
ance  upon  a  Strong  Diversions  being  made  by  Sir  William  Pepper- 
rell's  and  my  Regiments  this  Summer  at  some  part  of  Canada  in 
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favour  of  the  Attempts  of  the  Western  Colonies  to  repel  the  French 
upon  the  Ohio ;  and  such  a  Diversion  of  the  French  Forces  must 
likewise  greatly  facilitate  the  enterprize  for  driving  the  French  from 
their  Incroachments  in  Nova  Scotia.  It  is  most  Evident  that  at  t^ie 
same  time  the  Expedition  in  Nova  Scotia  and  the  Schemes  which 
principally  Employ  the  Attention  of  the  French  and  a  great  part  of 
their  Forces  upon  the  Ohio,  afford  a  most  favourable  opportunity 
for  the  four  Colonies  of  New  England  and  those  of  New  York  and 
the  New  Jerseys  with  their  united  strength  to  erect  such  a  Fort  near 
Crown  Point  as  may  command  the  French  Fort  there,  and  curb  the 
City  of  Montreal  itself. 

"  These  were  the  motives  which  induced  me  to  make  the  proposal 
of  such  an  Attempt  to  the  Assembly  within  my  own  Government, 
which  is  particularly  set  forth  in  my  Speech  to  them  upon  this  oc- 
casion, a  Copy  of  which,  together  with  a  Copy  of  the  Resolves  of 
the  Assembly  consequent  upon  it,  I  inclose  to  Your  Honour. 

aIn  these  Resolves  Your  Honour  will  find  what  number  of  Troops 
this  Government  thinks  necessary  to  be  raised  in  the  whole  for  the 
Execution  of  this  Attempt,  with  the  Quotas  they  propose  for  the 
consideration  of  the  several  Colonies  concerned,  and  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  thought  that  they  have  underated  their  own  Quota  when  it 
is  considered  that  out,  of  the  2,200  men  which  are  raising  for  Sir 
William  Pepperell's  and  my  Regiments,  and  2,000  now  raising  for 
the  Expedition  to  Nova  Scotia,  upwards  of  3,000  of  them  will  be 
taken  out  of  this  Province,  which  with  the  1,200  proposed  to  be 
raised  in  it  for  Crown  Point  will  amount  to  considerably  more  than 
One-Eighth  Part  of  its  fighting  men,  and  that  they  were  at  an  heavy 
charge  last  year  in  carrying  on  an  Expedition  upon  the  River  Ken- 
nebec and  erecting  Fort  Halifax  there,  which,  as  it  is  a  great  advance 
towards  securing  the  principal  Pass  into  the  heart  of  Canada  over 
against  their  metropolis  of  Quebec,  and  thro'  which  River  the  French 
have  the  shortest  Passage  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  of  any  River  in 
North  America,  must  be  deemed  an  Advantage  to  all  the  Eastern 
Colonies  in  general. 

"  Your  Honour  will  observe  that  the  Assembly  hath  desir'd  me 
to  appoint  an  officer  for  the  Chief  command  of  the  propos'd  Expe- 
dition. It  is  Essential  to  the  Service  that  such  an  one  should  be 
appointed,  and  as  it  seem'd  necessary  that  he  should  be  propos'd  at 
the  beginning,  and  this  Grovernment  is  the  first  mover  in  this  Ex- 
pedition (as  it  was  likewise  in  that  against  Cape  Breton,  of  which, 
also,  I  appointed  the  Commander-in-Chief),  it  is  hoped  the  other 
Colonies  will  have  no  objection  to  it. 

"The  Gentleman  whom  I  shall  nominate  for  this  Command  will 
I  am  perswaded  shew  Your  Honour  that  the  only  motive  which 
will  sway  me  in  this  appointment  is  a  strict  regard  to  his  Majesty's 
Service  and  the  Interest  of  the  common  cause,  without  the  least 
Partiality  to  any  one  of  the  Government's  concern'd. 
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"  The  Gentleman  I  have  thought  of  upon  this  important  occasion 
is  Colonel  William  Johnson,  of  Mount  Johnson,  in  the  Mohawk 
Country,  whose  distinguish' d  Character  for  the  great  Influence  he 
hath  for  several  Years  maintained  over  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions is  the  circumstance  which  determines  me  in  my  choice  pre- 
ferable to  any  Gentlemen  of  my  own  Government,  though  there  are 
not  wanting  there  officers  of  Rank  &  Experience  out  of  whom  I 
could  have  nominated  one. 

"  Your  Honour  is  sensible  that  one  of  the  principal  Things  we 
have  in  view  in  this  Expedition  is  to  retain  such  of  those  Castles 
as  are  not  yet  gone  over  to  the  French  in  the  English  Interest,  and 
to  reclaim  those  which  are ;  and  it  would  be  of  unspeakable  advan- 
tage to  us  at  this  conjuncture  if  we  could  engage  any  of  them  in 
the  proposed  Service.  Colonel  Johnson  rais'd  &  Commanded  a 
Regiment  of  Indians  in  the  late  intended  Expedition  against  Canada, 
and  with  regard  to  his  Power  to  engage  them  now  no  Gentleman 
can  stand  in  competition  with  him.  Besides,  his  military  Qualifi- 
cations for  this  particular  Service,  &  knowledge  of  the  Country  & 
Place  against  which  this  Expedition  is  destin'd,  are  very  Con- 
spicuous. 

"  The  Fort  intended  to  be  built  in  this  Expedition  is  propos'd  to 
be  so  situated  as  to  Command  Fort  St.  Frederic,  at  Crown  Point ; 
to  be  made  defensible  against  the  Strength  which  the  French  can 
suddenly  bring  against  it  from  Montreal ;  to  be  erected  by  the  army 
employ'd;  and  as  to  the  Support,  Garrisoning,  and  Command  of 
it,  that  must  depend  upon  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  which  will  be 
soon  known  concerning  it. 

"  It  must  be  fresh  in  your  Honour's  memory  that  the  Reduction 
of  the  French  Fort  at  Crown  Point  was  look'd  upon  as  a  necessary 
Step  in  the  late  intended  Expedition  against  Canada;  and  how  far 
the  joint  preparations  of  the  Colonies  concern'd  in  that  Scheme  were 
advanced  until,  I  know  not  by  what  fatal  Disunion  of  our  Councils, 
a  most  unhappy  Stop  was  put  to  it. 

One  remarkable  Circumstance  occurs  to  me  upon  this  occasion  : 
When  the  late  Sir  Peter  Warren  &  my  self  were  endeavouring  to 
engage  one  Monsieur  Vandrcne,  then  at  Boston,  a  very  intelligent 
Frenchman,  as  a  Pilot  for  our  Forces  up  the  River  St.  Lawrence  in 
the  aforesaid  late  Expedition,  he  smil'd  &  told  us  he  should  not 
be  convine'd  that  the  English  did  in  good  Earnest  design  an  Expe- 
dition against  Canada  from  these  Colonies  until  he  should  hear  that 
Fort  St.  Frederick  was  attack'd. 

"  But  I  am  pcrswaded  nothing  more  need  be  urg'd  to  your  Hon- 
our concerning  the  great  importance  of  the  propos'd  Expedition 
except  that  besides  securing  ourselves  against  future  Depredations 
of  the  French  from  their  Fort  at  Crown  Point  in  a  time  of  War 
we  shall  wipe  off  the  Reproach  of  the  Colonies  for  suffering  that 
dangerous  Incroachmcnt  upon  his   Majesty's  Territories  to  be  at 
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first  erected.  I  should  have  mentioned  to  your  Honour  that  the 
two  Houses  of  the  Assembly  in  this  Province  have  bound  them- 
selves by  oath  to  Secrecy,  both  with  regard  to  the  Expedition  now 
preparing  .gainst  the  French  Incroachments  in  Nova  Scotia  and 
that  i  !  against  those  at  Crown  Point,  which  I  thought  proper 

to  observe  that  your  Honour  may  use  your  discretion  in  that  Point 
with  regard  to  the  Assembly  within  your  own  Government. 

"  The  same  union  of  sentiments  and  the  like  spirit  with  which 
the  Colonies  now  proposed  to  be  concern'd  in  the  present  clesign'd 
Expedition  acted  in  the  late  intended  one  against  Canada  will  I 
hope  prevail  in  their  councils  at  this  critical  conjuncture,  and  lead 
the  Province  under  your  Honour's  Government  into  an  hearty  con- 
currence with  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  the  proposed  Expedition. 

"Your  Honour  is  sensible  that  in  order  to  avail  ourselves  of  this 
favourable  Opportunity  for  the  propos'd  Enterprize  a  speedy  deter- 
mination upon  it,  and  the  greatest  Dispatch  in  our  preparations  for 
it,  is  necessary. 

"I  have  Commissionated  Thomas  Pownall,  Esquire,  the  Honoble. 
Andrew  Olliver,  and  Josiah  Quincy,  Esquires,  to  wait  on  your  Hon- 
our upon  this  occasion  and  to  Sollicit  your  Government  to  join  with 
my  own  in  this  necessary  piece  of  Service  for  the  protection  of  his 
Majesty's  Colonies  under  our  care  against  the  dangerous  Incroach- 
ments of  the  French,  and  hope  they  will  succeed  in  the  Execution 
of  their  Commission. 

"  I  i  m  with  the  greatest  regard,  Sir,  Your  Honour's  most  humble 
andmosii  obedient  Servant, 

"  W.  SHIRLEY. 

"  P.  S. — As  I  thought  it  might  redeem  Time  to  send  this  by  the 
Post,  in  Order  to  put  it  in  your  Honour's  Power  to  convene  the 
Assembly  in  your  Government  as  soon  as  possible,  I  make  use  of 
that  Opportunity. 

"The  Commissioners  will  set  out  from  hence  for  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  &  Pennsylvania,  on  Thursday  the  27th  Instant. 

"W.  S." 


"  Governor  Shirley's  Message  to  Ms  Assembly. 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  : 

"  Since  making  my  last  Speech  to  You  at  the  beginning  of  this 
Session,  upon  considering  the  happy  Effects  which  thro'  the  Divine, 
Blessing  upon  his  Majesty's  Arms  we  may  promise  ourselves  for 
this  Government  from  the  Expedition  now  fitting  out  for  dislodging 
the  French  from  their  Forts  upon  the  Isthmus  and  St-  John's  River 
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in  No va  Scotia,  and  driving  them  out  of  that  Province,  It  hath 
occurred  to  me  as  a  very  considerable  one  that  it  Affords  us  a  most 
favourable  opportunity  for  building  a  Fort  upon  the  rockey 
eminence  near  Crown  Point,  within  the  limits  of  his  Majesty's 
Territories,  which  may  command  the  French  Fort  &  put  it  into 
our  Power  in  case  of  a  Rupture  with  France  to  march  an  Army  in 
a  few  days  to  the  G-ates  of  the  City  of  Montreal  itself,  &  pour  our 
Troops  into  the  Heart  of  their  Country. 

"  How  greatly  such  an  Event  is  to  be  wish'd  for.  How  much 
Blood  &  Treasure  it  would  save  to  his  majesty's  subjects  of  New 
England  &  New  York  in  a  time  of  War  I  need  not  observe,  Gen- 
tlemen, to  you.  The  Depredations  committed  upon  us  in  the  late 
War  by  the  French  &  their  Indians  from  Fort  Sh  Frederic,  are  still 
fresh  in  our  memories ;  and  Providence  seems  to  point  out  this 
present  conjuncture  as  the  most  proper  opportunity  for  securing 
ourselves  against  them  for  the  future. 

"The  Chief  Force  &  Attention  of  the  French  is  now  employed 
upon  the  Ohio  in  extending  their  Incroachm'5,  upon  his  Majesty's 
Territories  in  those  parts,  and  in  a  short  time  upon  the  first  alarm 
which  the  enterprize  for  removing  the  French  out  of  Nova  Scotia 
will  give  them  in  Canada  they  will  naturally  draw  from  thence 
what  force  they  can  spare  for  the  support  of  their  Incroachments 
upon  the  Isthmus  &  Sn  John's  River,  and  in  this  divided  State  of 
their  forces  and  counsels  it  is  most  evident  that  the  country  about 
Montreal  must  be  very  unprepar'd  to  repel  the  Attempt  I  am  now 
speaking  of,  especially  if  to  the  Surprise  which  they  must  then  be 
in  at  the  appearance  of  a  considerable  Body  of  Troops  so  near  One 
of  their  Two  Capital  Cities,  a  feint  should  be  made  at  the  head  of 
Kennebeck  or  the  River  Chaudiere,  to  cause  a  Diversion  of  their 
Forces  in  Canada  for  the  Defence  of  their  metropolis  at  Quebec. 

"  How  greatly  the  operations  I  propose,  if  carried  on  this  year, 
must  contribute  towards  ridding  his  Majesty's  Colonies  upon  this 
Continent  of  the  French  Incroachments  with  which  they  are  now 
hemm'd  in  from  Nova  Scotia  as  far  as  North  Carolina,  to  the  re- 
claiming of  the  Whole  Body  of  Indians  to  the  English  Interest, 
establishing  a  Barrier  line  of  Forts  against  the  French  settlements 
on  the  North  side  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  &  making  ourselves 
masters  of  the  principal  passes  into  Canada  for  driving  the  French 
off  this  continent,  whenever  it  shall  be  his  Majesty's  Pleasure  to 
order  that  to  be  done,  I  am  purswaded,  Gentlemen,  you  so  fully 
conceive  that  it  is  needless  for  me  to  dilate  upon  it. 

"You  well  know  how  much  the  success  of  the  Expedition  against 
Louisbourg  was  owing  to  its  being  well-timed;  had  it  been  deferr'd 
•to  the  Year  following,  it  seems  doubtfull  what  might  have  been  the 
event  of  it. 

"  Let  us  avail  ourselves  of  the  present  Conjunctures  with  the 
same  Prudence  &  activity  that  we  did  of  that  against  Cape  Briton, 
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&  we  may  hope  for  equal  Success  j  and  this  Province  will  have  the 
Honour  to  be  the  first  mover  in  the  operations  for  restoring  the 
General  Tranquility  of  North  America  as  it  had  of  being  in  those 
of  1745,  which  contributed  so  greatly  towards  the  Restoration  of 
a  general  Peace  to  his  Majesty's  Dominions. 

"  It  will  require  no  small  Force,  Gentlemen,  to  execute  with  Suc- 
cess the  Enterprise  I  propose ;  &  so  far  as  it  depends  upon  me  you 
may  rely  upon  the  Assistance  at  least  of  my  Regiment  to  do  it. 

"This  is  an  Object,  Gentlemen,  well  worthy  of  your  closest 
Attention,  and  I  should  have  been  greatly  wanting  in  my  Vigilance 
for  the  Security  &  welfare  of  his  Majesty's  good  People  within  this 
Province  if  I  had  not  warned  you  of  it ;  what  I  propose  to  you  for 
your  consideration  may  possibly  prevent  a  long  Expensive  War 
which  seems  nearly  approaching  us. 

"  If  You  will  make  Provisions  for  enabling  me  to  pursue  the 
measures  proper  for  the  occasion,  you  may  be  assured,  Gentlemen, 
that  I  shall  exert  my  best  endeavors  to  carry  them  into  Execution. 

"  W.  SHIRLEY. 

"Council  Chamber,  Fob"-  13,  1755." 


Resolutions  of  the  Assembly  of  Massachusetts  Bay  about  building  a 
Fort  near  Grown  Point. 

u  At  a  Great  and  General  Court  or  Assembly  for  his  Majesty's 
Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England,  begun  and 
held  at  Boston  upon  Wednesday  the  29th  day  of  May,  1751,  and 
continued  by  Adjournments  and  Prorogation  unto  Wednesday  the 
5th  day  of  February  following,  and  then  met ) 

u  The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of  his 
Excellency's  messages  of  the  13th  and  15th  instant  having  maturely 
deliberated  thereon  report  as  their  Opinion, — 

"  That  the  attempting  to  erect  a  strong  Fortress  upon  the  Emi- 
nence near  to  the  French  Fort  at  Crown  Point,  or  upon  some  other 
parts  of  his  Majesty's  lands  not  far  distant  from  the  said  Fort,  is  a 
measure  highly  necessary  to  be  forthwith  pursued  in  order  to  secure 
his  Majestie's  Territories  from  any  further  encroachments  of  the 
French,  and  to  remove  such  encroachments  as  have  already  been 
made ; 

"  That  in  order  to  erect  such  a  fortress  and  to  repel  any  Force 
that  may  be  brought  to  oppose  the  erecting  the  same,  and  to  revenge 
any  hostilities  or  insults  that  may  be  offered  during  the  Execution 
of  this  Design  an  Army  of  at  least  five  thousand  men  will  be 
necessary ) 

"  That  his  Excellency  the  Governour  be  desired  forthwith  to  make 
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the  necessary  Preparation  for  such  an  Expedition,  to  appoint  and 
commissionate  a  general  Officer  to  command  the  same,  to  advise  his 
Majesty's  other  Governments  hereafter  mentioned  of  this  Design, 
and  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  think  most  effectual  to  urge  them  to 
join  therein,  and  to  raise  their  respective  Proportion  of  Men  as  fol- 
lows, viz'  :  New  Hampshire  Six  Hundred  Men,  Connecticut  One 
Thousand,  Rhode  Island  Four  Hundred,  New  York  Eight  Hundred, 
or  such  larger  Proportion  as  each  Government  shall  think  proper; 

"  That  his  Excellency  be  desired  to  endeavour  that  his  own  Regi- 
ment or  Sir  William  Pepperrell's,  or  both,  be  employed  in  this  Ser- 
vice; 

"  That  as  soon  as  it  shall  appear^that  the  said  number  of  Five 
Thousand  Men,  including  those  from  this  Province,  shall  be  agreed 
to  be  raised,  his  Excellency  be  desired  to  cause  to  be  enlisted  twelve 
hundred  men,  and  to  promise  to  each  of  them  a  good  Blanket  at  their 
Enlistment,  and  twenty-six  Shillings  and  eight  Pence  ^  month 
wages  during  the  Service,  and  an  Exemption  from  all  Impresses  for 
three  Years  after  their  Discharge;  and  to  such  of  them  as  shall  be 
provided  with  sufficient  Arms  a  Dollar  over  and  above  their  wages, 
to  be  paid  at  the  first  muster,  and  full  Recom pence  for  such  Ar.ms 
as  shall  be  inevitably  lost  or  spoiled,  and  that  the  Pay  of  the  Offi- 
cers shall  be  the  same  with  that  of  the  Officers  in  the  late  Expedi- 
tion to  Kennebeck  ; 

"  That  his  Excellency  be  desired  likewise  to  make  application  to 
the  Government  of  New  Jerseys  to  raise  an  additional  number  of 
Men  in  Proportion  to  the  Circumstances  of  that  Government  to  be 
employed  in  the  Service  aforesaid,  And  also  to  the  Government  of 
Pennsylvania  urging  them  to  contribute  a  Quantity  of  Provisions  to 
be  transported  to  Albany  for  the  Service  of  the  Army. 

"J.  OSBORNE. 
"  By  Order. 
"  February  18,  1755. 

"  In  the  House  of  Representatives  February  18,  1755,  Read  and 
Accepted'.     Sent  up  for  Concurrence. 

"T.  HUBBARD,  Sp  r- 
"  In  Council  February  18,  1755,  Read  and  Concurred. 

"  THOs>  CLARKE,  Dp>  Sec'ry." 

The  Matters  necessary  to  be  said  to  the  Assembly  were  con- 
sidered and  the  Heads  of  a  Message  taken  down. 

On  considering  Sir  John  St.  Clair's  Letter  the  Council  judged 
it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  open  a  Road  from  Shippensburg 
to  intercept  the  Road  of  the  Army  from  Wills'  Creek  to  Fort 
Dusquesne  thro'  Ray's  Town  ;  and  that  a  good  and  convenient  Road 
might  be  found  it  was  agreed  that  the  Governor  should  issue  forth- 
with a  Commission  to  lit  and  proper  Persons  to  reconnoitre  and  ex- 
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plore  the  Country  lying  between  the  Kittochtinney  Hills,  the  Great 

Meadows,  and  Wills'  Creek,  and  accordingly  one  issued  in  these 

Words : 

I 

"  Pennsylvania  ss. 

[l.  s.]  «  The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Es- 
quire,  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Province  of  Pennsylvania  and  Counties  of  Neivcastle^  Kent, 
and  Sussex,  upon  Delaware, 

u  To    George    Croghan,  John   Armstrong,  James   Bird,    William 

Buchannan,  and  Adam  Hoops,  of  the  County  of  Cumberland. 
(l  Gentlemen : 

"  Whereas,  Application  hath  been  made  to  me  by  Sir  John  St. 
Clair,  Quarter  Master  General,  and  by  Major  General  Braddock, 
Commander-in-Chief  of  all  his  Majesty's  Forces  in  North  America, 
to  cause  a  Road  and  Communication  to  be  opened  from  the  present 
Roads  and  settled  Parts  of  this  Province  to  a  Branch  of  Mononga- 
hila  called  Yohiogain,  and  to  the  Camp  at  the  mouth  of  Wills' 
Creek,  as  well  for  the  march  of  Troops  as  for  the  Carriage  of  Pro- 
visions; and  it  having  been  represented  to  me  that  a  good  Wagon 
Road  may  be  opened  from  the  Great  Road  leading  thro'  Carlisle  and 
Shippensburg  to  the  Yohiogain  aforesaid  and  to  the  Camp  at  Wills' 
Creek.  Noiv  Know  Ye,  That  Reposing  Special  Trust  and  Confi- 
dence in  your  Judgment,  Yigilence,  and  Integrity,  I  have  with  the 
advice  of  the  Council  of  this  Province  nominated,  authorized,  and 
appointed,  and  by  these  Presents  do  nominate,  authorize  and  ap- 
point You  the  said  George  Croghan,  John  Armstrong,  James  Bird, 
William  Buchannan,  and  Adam  Hoops,  Each  and  Every  of  You  to 
reconnoitre,  explore,  and  view  the  Country  West  and  North  of  the 
Kittochtinny  or  Blue  Hills,  and  of  the  Great  Virginia  Road  leading 
from  Harris'  Ferry ;  and  when  You  shall  have  carefully  and  dili- 
gently examined  all  the  Marshes,  Swamps,  Rivers,  Creeks,  and 
Waters,  together  with  the  Passes  in  the  several  Ranges  of  Hills 
with  which  that  Country  abounds,  You  are  carefully  and  as  secretly 
as  may  be  to  survey  and  lay  out  such  Roads  as  You  shall  judge 
most  direct  and  commodious  to  answer  the  Purposes  aforesaid,  and 
with  all  possible  Expedition  to  report  to  me  your  Proceed  ;ngs  in 
the  Premises,  with  fair  Draughts  of  the  Courses  and  Distances  of 
such  Roads,  and  your  observations  where  it  may  be  necessary  to 
throw  up  or  make  Causeways  and  Bridges,  if  any  shall  be  wanted, 
and  such  other  Remarks  as  you  shall  judge  proper  to  make  thereon, 
Together  with  an  Account  of  your  charges  of  executing  this  Com- 
mission and  a  fair  Estimate  of  the  Charge  and  Expence  of  opening 
and  clearing  such  Roads  and  making  Causeways  and  Bridges,  if  any 
shall  be  necessary,  according  to  the  best  of  your  Skill  and  Judg- 
ment. Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal-at-Arms  at  Philadelphia 
the  Twelfth  Day  of  March,  in  the  Twenty-Eighth  Year  of  his  Ma- 
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jesty's  Reign,  and  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Seven 
Hundred  and  Fifty-Five. 

"ROBT.  H.  MORRIS." 


The  Minutes  of  Council  of  the  Twentieth  of  February  and  Tenth 
of  March,  1740,  relating  to  the  Embargo  then  laid  by  Governor 
Thomas,  were  read,  and  the  Attorney  General  consulted  on  the 
Subject,  Who  giving  it  as  his  Opinion  that  the  Governor's  Warrant 
would  be  binding  on  the  Officers  of  the  Customs,  the  following 
Warrant  issued  to  the  Collectors  and  Naval  Officers  h<  in  the 

Lower  Counties  : 

[L.  s.]  "  The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Es- 
quire, Lieutenant  'Governor  and  Command  er -in- (J  iiirf  of  the. 
Province  of  Pennsylvania  and  Counties  of  Newcastle.  Kentx  and 
Sussex  on  Delaware, 

"  To  Abraham  Taylor,  Esquire,  Collector  of  his  Majesty's  Customs., 
and  Thomas  Grmme,  Esquire,  Naval  Officer  in  and  for  Vie  Port 
of  Philadelphia : 

(C  His  Majestie's  Service  requiring  that  an  immediate  Stop  be  put 
to  the  Supplying  of  the  French  with  Provisions,  Am  on,  or 

other  Warlike  Stores,  I  do,  with  the  Advice  of  Council,  hereby 
order  You  not  to  clear  any  Vessel  laden  with  or  ha\  Board 

Provisions  of  any  Sort,  Ammunition,  or  other  Warlik.  !  more 

than  are  necessary  for  the  Victualling  and  Defence  of  such  Vessel 
on  her  proposed  Voyage,  until  the  Master  of  such  Vesi  1  have 

given  Bond  in  the  Naval  Office  with  sufficient  Security  i  ;>jesty 

in  the  Penalty  of  One  Thousand  Pounds  that  the  sai  isions, 

Ammunition,  or  other  Warlike  Stores  shall  not  directly  or  i; -directly 
be  carried  to  or  landed  in  any  Port,  Harbour,  or  Place  in  America 
subject  to  the  French  King,  but  that  the  same  shall  be  ly  and 

bona  fide  carried  to  and  landed  in  some  of  his  Majesl  >lonies 

or  Plantations  in  America,  or  in  the  Islands  Azores  or  Madeira,  or 
in  some  Port  or  Place  subject  to  some  Prince  or  State  in  Amity 
with  Great  Britain  other  than  the  French  King.  And  within  the 
Space  of  Eighteen  Months  after  the  Date  of  such  Bond  to  -turn  a 
Certificate  under  the  Hands  and  Seals  of  the  principal  l>  ;cers  of 
his  Majestie's  Customs  at  such  British  Port  or  Plantation,  or  under 
the  Hand  of  the  British  Consul,  or  in  such  Place  whci  re  is  no 

British  Consul  under  the  Hands  of  Two  or  More  of  I  incipal 

Merchants  resident  at  such  other  Place  or  Port  where  d  Pro- 

visions, Ammunition,  or  other  Warlike  Stores  may  V  ded  as 

aforesaid,  respectively  signifying  that  the  same  were  ad  Landed 

or  put  on  Shore  at  such  respective  Port  or  Place.     Ai  on  the 

producing  such  Certificate  within  the  Time  before  limit,        a  Naval 
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Officer  is  ordered  to  cancel  such  Bond  so  given  as  before  is  directed. 
Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal-at-Arms  at  Philadelphia  this  Tenth 
Bay  of  March,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  Thousand  Seven 
Hundred  and  Fifty-five,  and  in  the  Twenty -Eight  Year  of  his 
Majestie's  Reign. 


"  ROBT>  H.  MORRIS. 


"  By  His  Honour's  Command. 
"  Richard  Peters,  Sec'y. 


At  a   Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Tuesday  the  18th  March, 
1755. 


PRESENT : 


The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu 

tenant  Governour. 
John  Penn 


Benjamin  Shoemaker, 


Robert  Strettell,  1  Eg  ^V 
Richard  Peters,  j       * 
The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Sheriffs  made  Returns  of  the  Service  of  the  Writs  directed 
to  them  to  summon  the  Assembly. 

A  Message  was  delivered  to  the  Governor  last  Night  by  Two 
Members  of  Assembly,  acquainting  him  "that  the  House  was  met 
in  Pursuance  of  his  Writs  and  ready  to  receive  any  thing  he  might 
have  to  lay  before  them,  and  desired  he  would  be  pleased  to  furnish 
them  with  a  Copy  of  the  Writs  by  which  they  were  summoned  $" 
To  which  the  Governor  was  pleased  to  say  "  He  would  sent  a  Mess- 
age to  the  House  to-morrow  morning,  with  a  Copy  of  the  Writs  by' 
which  the  House  were  summoned. " 

The  Governor  having  prepared  a  Message  to  the  Assembly  the 
same  was  read  and  approved  and  the  Secretary  ordered  to  deliver 
it  with  One  of  the  Writs.     The  Message  is  as  follows  : 
"  Gentlemen — - 

"  I  have  the  Pleasure  to  acquaint  You  that  Major  General  Brad- 
dock,  who  is  appointed  by  his  Majesty  to  command  the  Forces  em- 
ployed in  North  America,  is  arrived  in  Virginia,  and  as  the  Season 
for  Action  is  approaching  I  thought  it  necessary  to  summon  You 
together  that  any  Thing  the  General  had  to  propose  might  be  con- 
sidered without  Delay,  and  that  the  Men,  Provisions,  and  Money 
expected  by  his  Majesty  from  this  Province  towards  carrying  into 
Execution  the  Measures  concerted  for  the  general  Service  of  America 
might  be  provided  in  Time. 

"  Sir  John  S'*  Clair,  Quarter-Master-General  of  his  Majesty's 
Forces  in  America,  has  represented  to  me  the  Necessity  of  having 
Roads  opened  from  the  inhabited  Parts  of  this  Province  Westward 
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towards  the  Ohio,  not  only  for  the  March  of  Troops  but  to  facilitate 
the  Supply  of  Provisions  to  such  Forces  as  may  be  employed  on  the 
Frontiers  of  this  or  the  neighbouring  Governments.  I  have,  there- 
fore, issued  a  Commission  to  a  Number  of  Men  acquainted  with  that 
Country  to  reconnoitre  and  examine  the  same  and  to  mark  out  where 
such  Roads  may  most  conveniently  be  made,  and  to  make  Report  to 
me  of  their  Proceedings,  with  an  Estimate  of  the  Expences  that 
will  attend  the  Opening  and  Clearing  them,  and  I  recommend  it  to 
You  to  make  a  suitable  Provision  for  this  necessary  Service. 

"  It  is  said  the  large  Supply  of  Provisions  that  the  French  have 
received  from  these  Colonies  has  enabled  them  to  support  the  Forces 
employed  in  building  Forts  in  his  Majestie's  Territories,  and  will 
enable  them  for  some  Time  at  least  to  maintain  the  Troops  they 
have  drawn  together  to  defend  them ;  And  tho'  this  Province  has 
been  hitherto  very  little  concerned  in  that  Supply,  yet  as  it  is 
necessary  to  prevent  it  for  the  future  I  have  issued  Orders  to  the 
Officers  of  the  Customs  for  that  Purpose,  and  make  no  Doubt  You 
will  join  with  me  in  a  Law  effectually  to  hinder  such  an  unnatural 
Trade. 

"The  Eastern  G-overnments,  ever  active  in  the  Defence  of  their 
Country  and  in  maintaining  his  Majestie's  just  Rights  and  Dominions 
.in  America,  are  exerting  themselves  at  this  Juncture,  and  are  very 
desirous  that  this  Province  should  join  in  the  operations  intended 
to  frustrate  the  Schemes  of  the  French  and  to  secure  these  Colonies 
against  their  future  Encroachments;  I  therefore  hope  You  will 
enable  me  to  take  such  Part  in  the  Measures  proposed  as  becomes 
the  Honour  and  Interest  of  a  Province  circumstanced  as  We  are. 

«  General  Braddock  by  his  Letter  of  the  Twenty-Eighth  of  last- 
Month,  which  will  be  laid  before  You,  desires  me  to  establish  a  Po*t 
between  Philadelphia  and  Winchester  for  the  forwarding  his  Dis- 
patches ;  this  he  thinks  may  be  of  great  Importance  desiring  the 
Operations  of  the  Campaign,  and  You  will  be  pleased  to  empower 
me  to  comply  with  his  Request. 

"His  Majesty  having  by  one  of  his  principal  Secretaries  of  State 
recommended  it  to  the  'several  Provinces  to  establish  a  common 
Fund  for  the  Benefit  of  all  the  Colonies  collectively,  General  Brad- 
dock  now  desires  that  the  Quotas  of  the  several  Provinces  towards 
that  common  Fund  may  be  lodged  in  the  Hands  of  a  Treasurer,  who 
may  have  orders  to  answer  his  Demands;  as  this  is  intended  to  ex- 
pedite Business,  and  the  General  is  perfectly  disinterested,  and  de- 
clares himself  willing  to  give  an  account  of  his  Disbursements,  1 
hope  You  will  put  it  in  my  Power  to  return  a  satisfactory  Auswer 
to  his  Letter  in  that  Particular. 

|  "I  heartily  recommend  to  You  Vigor,  Unanimity,  and  Pispaleli 
in  the  Matters  that  You  will  have  under  your  Consideration,  thai 
the  happy  Opportunity  the  Colonies  now  have  by  means  of  his  Ma- 

VOL.  VI. — 21. 
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jestie's  paternal  Care  and  generous  Assistance  of  securing  themselves 
for  ever  against  the  Attempts  of  the  French  may  not  be  lost. 

"ROBT.  H.  MORRIS. 

"March  18th,  1755." 


MEMORANDUM. 

Mr.  Hall,  the  Printer,  after  the  Council  rose  delivered  to  the 
Governor  the  printed  Votes  of  the  last  Sessions  of  Assembly,  and 
on  reading  them  his  Honour  found  to  his  Surprize  that  they  had 
inserted  the  Secretary  of  State's  Letters  of  the  Fifth  of  July  and 
the  Twenth-Sixth  of  October,  and  thereupon  immediately  sent  the 
Secretary  to  the  House  with  the  two  following  Messages : 

A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
"  Gentlemen: 

"I  observe  by  the  printed  Minutes  of  your  Proceedings  that  You 
have  inserted  at  large  Sir  Thomas  Robinson's  Letters  to  me  of  July 
the  Fifth  and  October  the  Twenty-Sixth  last,  without  my  Knowledge 
or  Consent. 

"  The  King's  Commands  signified  by  a  Secretary  of  State  may 
be  very  proper  for  the  Consideration  of  the  different  Parts  of  the 
Legislature,  but  are  not  always  to  be  communicated  to  the  Public. 
I  think  it  therefore  necessary,  Gentlemen,  to  caution  You  against 
the  like  Practice  for  the  future,  and  expect  that  no  Letters  or  Papers 
communicated  by  me  shall  be  printed  without  my  previous  Appro- 
bation ;  and  as  it  may  be  of  dangerous  Consequence  to  publish  those 
Letters,  I  desire  a  Stop  may  be  put  to  the  Publication  of  that  Part 
of  your  Minutes  which  contains  them. 

"  I  have  Letters  and  other  Papers  that  relate  to  his  Majesty's 
Service  which  I  wou'd  willingly  communicate  to  You,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  safe  to  do  it  till  I  have  proper  Assurance  from  You  that 
the  Contents  of  them  shall  remain  secret. 

"ROBT-H.  MORRIS. 

"March  18,  1755." 


JL  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly, 
"Gentlemen:  * 

"  On  the  Tenth  of  January  last  I  demanded  by  the  Secretary  a 
Copy  of  the  Minutes  of  your  Proceedings,  which  You  promised  to 
send  me,  but  not  receiving  them  I  did  on  the  Twenty-Ninth  of  the 
same  Month  by  Letter  to  the  Speaker  again  demand  them,  and 
have  frequently  by  the  Secretary  reiterated  my  Request,  but  could 
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not  obtain  a  Sight  of  them  till  the  Twelfth  Instant,  above  Two 
Months  after  your  Rising,  and  then  only  a  Part  of  them  were  sent 
me  in  Print,  and  I  have  not  yet  seen  the  whole  of  them. 

"  The  Keeping  your  Proceedings  thus  a  Secret  from  me  I  take 
to  be  a  very  unconstitutional  and  extraordinary  Measure,  liable  to 
a  Construction  that  I  do  not  chuse  at  present  to  put  upon  it,  but 
only  to  acquaint  You  that  I  expect  You  will  order  your  Clerk  to 
attend  me  every  Night  with  the  Minutes  of  the  Day,  that  I  may 
know  what  is  done  and  doing  in  your  House,  and  be  able  in  Tim<i 
to  lay  the  same  before  his  Majesty  and  his  Ministers,  who  expect  to 
be  regularly  informed  of  the  Measures  taking  by  the  Legislatures 
of  the  Colonies. 

«ROBTH.  MORRIS. 

"  March  18,  1755." 

The  Governor  having  received  the  following  Letter  from  Com- 
modore Keppel  it  was  ordered  to  be  entered  as  follows  : 

"  Williamsburg,  February 'the  28th,  1755. 
«  Sir : 

"  From  the  Accounts  that  I  have  received  I  find  the  carrying 
Stores  and  Provisions  to  the  French  in  Traffick  constantly  pratised 
by  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Colony  in  your  Government;  I  am, 
therefore,  under  a  Necessity  of  giving  you  the  earliest  Notice  for 
the  Information  of  them,  that  pursuant  to  his  Majestie's  Commands 
I  shall  direct  the  Captains  of  all  his  Ships  cruising  to  detain  and 
bring  into  Port  every  Ship  loaded  with  Provisions,  Stores,  .or  Am- 
munition bound  to  any  Port  of  the  French  King's  Dominions,  or 
that  may  be  any  ways  consigned  to  them. 

"  I  am  extremely  sorry  You  don't  find  more  Zeal  at  this  Time 
from  those  about  You.  If  You  have  any  Commands  for  me  I  shall 
with  Pleasure  receive  them,  and  believe  me,  Sir, 

"  Your  very  humble  Servant, 

"A.  KEPPEL." 

The  Commission  to  Mr.  Croghan  and  others  for  surveying  tie 
Roads,  &ca"  having  as  yet  not  been  sent,  the  Governor  ordered  Mr 
Richard  Peters  to  write  the  following  Letter  to  Mr.  John  Armstrong 
and  send  it  together  with  the  Commission  by  Express  : 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  Richard  Peters  to  Mr.  John  Armstrong. 
«  Sir : 

"  I  am  commanded  by  the  Governor  to  send  you  the  enclosed 
Commission,  which  you  may  perceive  by  its  Tenor  requires  Prudence, 
Secrecy  where  necessary,  and  the  utmost  Expedition  ;  and,  there- 
fore, convene  the  several  Persons  therein  mentioned  together,  and 
prevail  with  them  to  go  upon  the  Service  without  any  Loss  of  Time, 
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and  to  continue  thereon  till  all  be  finished ;  for  until  such  Commu- 
nications be  opened  the  General  cannot  march  with  his  Army,  nor 
the  Forces  be  supplied  with  Provisions,  and,  therefore,  no  Time 
can  be  spared.  And  there  is  another  Reason  for  Expedition,  viz'- : 
the  Assembly  may  sit  a  long  Time  and  your  Report  may  be  laid 
before  them,  and  the  Orders  for  charges  of  opening  and  clearing  the 
Roads  may  be  made  out  in  Assembly. 

"  Tho'  nothing  be  said  of  the  Pay  of  the  Commissioners  and 
their  Charges  in  the  Commission,  yet  I  am  ordered  to  assure  them 
that  the  Governor  will  see  them  well  paid,  and  they  may  look  on 
this  Letter  as  an  Assumption  to  pay  them  for  their  Time  and  Trou- 
ble as  well  as  for  the  Expences  disbursed. 

6i  I  would  have  sent  Money  but  it  was  thought  more  reputable 
to  the  Commissioners  to  let  it  alone  till  the  Return  of  their  Pro- 
ceedings, and  to  send  them  the  Cash  by  the  Messenger  who  brings 
their  Dispatches. 

I  mentioned  to  the  Governor  before  your  Name  was  inserted  that 
the  Peace  of  the  Settlement  beyond  the  Hills  might  require  your 
personal  attendance  as  a  Surveyor,  and  if  so  he  consented  you  should 
be  dispensed  with;  but  as  he  places  a  great  Confidence  in  all  the 
Commissioners  and  Mr.  William  Buchanan  can  survey  in  your 
Absence,  he  hopes  that  whether  you  go  or  no  the  Business  will  not 
be  retarded  one  Moment. 

"  His  Honour  depends  on  You  or  Mr.  Wm.  Buchanan  to  convene 
and  keep  together  the  Commissioners  and  to  take  the  Minutes. 

"  I  have  nothing  to  add  but  that  it  need  not  be  known  what  You 
are  doing  least  the  French  should  hear  it.  If  the  Indians  enquire 
leave  it  to  Mr.  Croghan  to  give  them  an  Answer,  viz'"  that  the  In- 
habitants want  to  find  out  Roads  to  carry  their  Flower  or  any  Thing 
else  that  he  pleases. 

"  The  Commissioners  are  to  look  on  this  as  the  Governor's  pri- 
vate Instructions  to  each  and  every  of  them. 

ft  I  am  Their  humble  Servant, 

"  RICHARD  PETERS. 

"  Wrote  by  Order  of  his  Honour. 
"  Philadelphia,  15th  March,  1755. 

"  Notwithstanding  what  is  said  about  Mr.  Armstrong  the  Gov- 
ernor does  insist  that  he  assist  in  the  Execution  of  this  Commissiou 
as  a  Commissioner." 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Thursday,  20th  March,  1755. 
present : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  Robert  Strettle,  ") 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  Joseph  Turner,    v  Esquires. 

Richard  Peters,  ) 

The  Governor  laid  before  the  Board  the  Assembly's  Answer  de- 
livered in  the  Afternoon  of  Yesterday  to  his  Two  Messages,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  enter' d  as  follows : 

A  Message  to  the  Governor  from  the  Assembly. 
"  May  it  please  the  Governor — 

"We  have  considered  the  Two  last  Messages  sent  down  by  the 
Governor  to  the  House,  and  beg  leave  to  say  that  We  are  humbly 
of  Opinion  Letters  from  the  Secretary  of  State  laid  before  the 
House  by  the  Governor  and  containing  the  Commands  of  the 
Crown  ought  generally  to  be  inserted  in  the  Minutes  of  Assembly, 
as  such  Letters  are  the  Foundation  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  House 
and  may  be  necessary  for  their  Justification. 

"  Sir  Thomas  Robinson's  Letters  of  July  5  and  October  26,  were 
sent  down  to  the  House  without  the  least  Caution  to  keep  the  Con- 
tents a  Secret.  The  latter  which  is  the  most  material,  is  a  circular 
Letter,  one  to  the  same  Effect  being  sent  by  the  same  Conveyance 
to  all  the  Provinces  and  Colonies  in  North  America,  and  as  We  are 
informed  the  Substance  of  it  has  been  already  printed  in  the 
Speeches  of  several  Governors  to  their  Assemblies.  The  Design 
therein  mentioned  of  sending  Two  Regiments  to  America  and 
raising  Two  more  in  the  Colonies  to  join  them  in  repelling  the 
French  Invasions  was  no  Secret,  bejng  avowed  in  the  English  Prints, 
particularly  in  the  London  Gazette  published  by  Authority.  And 
our  Governor  himself  made  very  full  and  particular  Abstracts  of 
those  Letters  in  his  Messages  to  the  House,  which  were  printed  in 
the  Gazettes  here  during  our  last  Sessions,  long  before  the  House 
adjourned,  and  no  Objection  was  made  to  such  Publication  at  that 
Time  that  We  have  heard  of.  We  are,  therefore,  surprised  that  the 
Governor  should  now  take  Exceptions  at  the  Insertion  of  those  Let- 
ters in  our  Minutes;  And  as  he  has  not  been  pleased  to  point  out 
a  single  Inconvenience  or  dangerous  Consequence  that  may  attend 
it,  the  House  is  not  enclined  to  expunge  them. 

"We  know  not  what  Assurances  of  Secrecy  the  Governor  expects 
from  Us  or  what  wou'd  be  satisfactory,  and  therefore  can  only  say 
that  whenever  it  shall  appear  to  the  House  to  be  necessary  for  the 
King's  Service  or  the  Publick  Good  to  keep  secret  any  Matters  laid 
before  them  by  the  Governor,  We  doubt  not  but  that  proper  Mea- 
sures will  be  taken  for  that  Purpose. 
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"  When  the  Governor  was  pleased  on  the  Tenth  of  January  to 
demand  a  Copy  of  the  Minutes  of  that  Sitting,  the  House  ordered 
them  to  be  printed  with  all  convenient  Speed  and  that  a  Copy 
should  be  delivered  to  the  Governor  when  finished.  They  were 
accordingly  put  to  the  Press  as  soon  as  they  could  well  be  tran- 
scribed and  revised  by  the  Committee  for  that  Purpose  appointed ; 
and  it  seems  the.  Governor  has  had  a  Copy  of  the  greatest  Part  of 
them  even  before  they  were  finished.  Ever  since  the  Votes  were 
first  printed  in  this  Province,  now  upwards  of  Thirty  Years,  it  has 
been  the  constant  Practice  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  revise  the 
Minutes,  which  has  been  done  after  the  Hising  of  the  House  and 
before  they  were  sent  to  the  Press.  And  till  this  was  done  Copies 
were  never  delivered  out,  unless  of  particular  Votes  on  special  Oc- 
casions. The  principal  Matters  they  contain  are  generally  to  be 
found  in  the  Governor's  Speeches  or  Messages  and  the  Answers  of 
the  House,  and  these  with  such  votes  as  are  material  are  for  the  most 
part  immediately  printed  in  the  Newspapers,  and  thereby  made  more 
public  than  otherwise  they  would  ever  be.  The  rest  is  Chiefly  Matter 
of  mere  Form,  Abstracts  of  Petitions  and  Things  of  small  Import, 
which  very  few  even  of  the  People  of  this  Province  think  worth  perus- 
ing or  enquiring  after,  much  less  are  they  worthy  the  Attention  of  his 
Majesty  or  his  Ministers.  Therefore,  and  as  it  would  be  inconye- 
nient  to  the  House  to  make  up  and  perfect  their  Minutes  daily,  so  as 
to  Send  a  Copy  of  them  to  the  Governor,  and  as  We  see  no  publick 
Service  in  such  a  Practice,  nor  know  of  any  Plight  in  the  Governor 
so  peremptorily  to  demand  it,  We  are  not  enclined  to  alter  our 
antient  Custom.  It  has  been  frequent  not  to  print  the  Votes  till 
the  End  of  the  Year,  and  that  without  the  least  Design  of  keeping 
the  Proceedings  of  House  a  Secret  from  our  Governors.  And  We 
suppose  scarce  any  votes  of  the  same  Bulk  and  Quantity  have  ever 
been  published  much  sooner  than  these  are  like  to  be.  When  they 
appear  We  conceive  nothing  will  be  found  in  them  that  can  give  the 
least  Reason  to  suppose  they  were  affectedly  delayed,  or  that  the 
Governor's  Charge  against  Us  has  any  real  Foundation.  What  the 
Construction  is  that  the  Governor  thinks  our  Conduct  in  this  re- 
spect is  liable  to  We  can  neither  know  nor  guess,  but  whatever  it 
be  We  had  rather  it  had  been  spoken  plainly  than  insinuated,  for  so 
We  might  have  had  an  Opportunity  of  saying  what  should  be  proper 
in  our  Justification.  However,  as  We  are  conscious  of  the  firmest 
Loyalty  to  the  Crown  and  most  upright  Intentions  towards  the  Peo- 
ple We  represent,  We  are  not  very  apprehensive  of  any  great 
Prejudice  from  such  Insinuations.  And  when  We  reflect  on  the 
Weight  and  Importance  of  the  Matters  laid  before  Us  in  the  Gov- 
ernor's Message  of  the  Morning,  in  which  he  so  earnestly  presses  to 
Unanimity  and  Dispatch,  We  cannot  but  be  surprized  at  receiving 
Messages  of  so  different  a  Kind  in  the  Afternoon,  such  as  can  only 
tend  to  produce  Division  and  Delay,  and  to  waste  our  Time  in  Dis- 
putes on  Things  of  little  or  no  moment  when  there  is  such  Danger 
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of  losing  the  nappy  Opportunity  mentioned  by  the  Governor,  and 
Unanimity  between  him  and  the  House  on  this  Occasion  is  so  ne- 
cessary to  the  publick  Welfare.  We  would,  therefore,  humbly 
intreat  the  Governor  to  suspend  these  irritating  Accusations  and 
novel  Demands  till  a  Season  of  more  Leisure,  and  permit  Us  to 
proceed  without  any  further  Interruption  of  that  Kind  on  the 
Business  for  which  he  has  been  pleased  to  call  Us  together,  and  the 
very  important  Matters  he  has  recommended  to  our  Consideration. 
"  Signed  by  Order  of  the  House. 

"ISAAC  NORMS,  Speaker. 
"In  Assembly,  March  19,  1755." 

And  then  the  Governor  laid  before  the  Board  a  Letter  which  he 
on  receiving  this  Message  immediately  wrote  to  Mess"  Franklin  and 
Hall  in  these  Words  : 

Wednesday,  March  19,  1755,  Four  o'Clock,  P.  M. 
u  Gentlemen: 

"  Observing  by  the  Minutes  of  the  Assembly  which  you  sent  me 
that  two  Letters  from  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  one  of  his  Majesty's 
Principal  Secretarys  of  State,  to  me,  the  one  of  July  5  and  the 
other  of  October  26,  1754,  are  there  Printed  at  large,  and  as  no 
Person  or  Body  in  this  Province  has  any  right  to  make  publick  his 
Majesty's  Commands  to  me  signified  by  a  Secretary  of  State  Further 
than  I  shall  think  proper,  and  as  I  conceive  it  may  be  very  preju- 
dicial to  his  Majesty's  Service  to  Publish  those  Letters,  I  do,  there- 
fore, notify  the  same  to  you,  and  do  hereby  forbid  you  to  publish 
the  same. 

"I  am,  Gentlemen,  Your  most  humble  Servant, 

"ROBT  II.  MORRIS." 

And  thereupon  observed  the  dangerous  Consequences  that  might 
ensue  from  inserting  Letters  from  the  King's  Ministers  in  their  full 
Length,  for  as  it  is  well  known  that  all  our  News  Papers  are  trans- 
mitted to  Canada,  foreign  Princes  in  actual  Enmity  or  such  as  were 
wanting  Pretences  of  Quarrel  and  Contention  with  the  British  Na- 
tion might  thence  furnish  themselves  with  Materials  prejudicial  to 
the  King's  Interest,  as  well  as  that  the  Means  which  his  Majesty 
should  think  proper  to  make  use  of  being  published  before  they  are 
carried  into  Execution  may  bo  frustrated. 

"  Mr.  Peters  acquainted  the  Governor  and  Council  that  Mr. 
Franklin  had  given  him  the  Governor's  Letter  with  an  earnest  Re- 
quest that  it  might  not  at  this  Time  be  insisted  on,  being  apprehen- 
sive if  it  was  that  he  must  produce  it  to  the  House,  who  would  not- 
withstanding the  Governor's  Inhibition  order  him  to  publish  the 
Votes,  and  that  he  should  as  Printer  to  the  Assembly  be  obliged  to 
do  it,  and  so   the  Differences  would  encrease    between   the  Two 
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Branches  of  the  Legislature  and  the  King's  Business  be  thereby  ex- 
ceedingly retarded. 

"  On  receiving  this  Bequest  of  Mr.  Franklin's  Mr.  Peters  had 
acquainted  the  Governor  with  it,  and  that  it  might  be  of  Service  if 
the  Matter  was  considered  so  far  at  least  as  whether  it  should  now 
be  insisted  upon  or  postponed  till  the  public  Business  of  the  Ses- 
sions should  be  finished.  The  Council  was  unanimously  of  Opinion 
that  the  Publication  was  a  bad  thing  and  undutiful  in  the  Assembly 
and  against  the  Confidence  placed  in  them,  and  that  it  ought  to  be 
litigated,  but  then  they  as  unanimously  thought  that  it  had  better 
be  postponed  till  the  End  of  the  Sessions,  and  so  singly  gave  their 
Opinion  and  supporting  them  by  various  Arguments,  but  the  Gov- 
ernor was  clear  that  this  and  no  other  Time  was  the  proper  one,  and 
thought  it  would  have  a  good  Effect  on  public  Business  and  make 
the  Assembly  more  careful  in  their  other  Proceedings.  The  Gov- 
ernor further  mentioned  that  he  had  a  Bight  to  see  the  Assembly's 
Minutes  from  day  to  day,  and  yet  they  had  never  been  sent  him  as 
is  the  Practice  between  G-overnor  and  Assembly  in  other  Govern- 
ments. So  far  from  this,  tho'  he  desired  at  the  Close  of  the  last 
Sessions  a  Copy  of  their  Minutes  they  refused  it,  and  the  day  before 
yesterday,  and  not  before,  the  Printers  delivered  him  the  printed 
Minutes  and  those  unfinished.  This  he  said  he  could  no  longer 
suffer,  and  would  send  the  Secretary  to  inspect  the  Journals  of  the 
House  from  time  to  time  and  take  Copies  of  them.  The  Council 
had  the  same  Opinion  of  this  Matter  as  the  Governor,  but  so  many 
Things  of  Consequence  to  the  King's  Service  and  the  Safety  of  the 
Colonies  being  now  under  Consideration  they  requested  most  earn- 
estly that  as  well  as  this  as  the  other  Affair  of  the  Publication  of 
the  Secretary  of  State's  Letters  might  be  postponed  till  the  Business 
in  hand  should  be  finished. 

Then  the  Governor  laid  before  the  Board  the  following  Message 
which  he  received  this  day  from  the  House  by  Two  Members  in 
Answer  to  his  first  Message  of  the  Eighteenth  Instant,  which  is  in 

these  Words : 

"  May  it  please  the  G-overnor — 

"  Though  the  Season  of  the  Year  and  the  Badness  of  the  Boads 
have  made  it  difficult  for  many  of  Us  to  attend  the  Governor's  Call 
of  the  House  at  this  Time,  yet  considering  the  present  Circumstances 
of  Affairs  and  the  Matters  of  Importance  he  has  been  pleased  to 
lay  before  Us,  We  return  him  our  Thanks  for  giving  Us  this  Oppor- 
tunity of  continuing  to  demonstrate  our  Loyalty  to  our  King,  our 
to  Begard  the  British  Interest  in  America,  and  our  Care  of  the 
People  We  represent. 

"As  We  are  resolved  to  contribute  such  Sums  of  Money  as  may 
be  consistent  with  our  Circumstances  on  the  present  Occasion,  We 
shall  immediately  proceed  to  consider  the  best  Methods  of  raising 


PROVINCIAL  COUNCIL.  329 

and  discharging  the  same,  and  shall  forthwith  prepare  a  Bill  for  that 
Purpose  to  be  laid  before  the  Governor  for  his  Assent. 

"The  other  Parts  of  his  Message  will  also  come  under  our  De- 
liberation with  all  possible  Dispatch,  that  nothing  may  be  wanting 
on  our  Part  which  may  contribute  to  the  Prosperity  or  Honour  of 
this  Colony;  and  if  the  Governor  has  received  any  further  Intelli- 
gence which  may  be  of  Service  to  Us  in  the  Course  of  our  Business, 
We  make  no  Doubt  he  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  it  to  Us  for 
our  Consideration. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  House. 

"ISAAC  NORMS,  Speaker. 

"In  Assembly,  20th  March,  1755. " 

"The  Governor  informed  the  Council  that  Mr.  Quincy  was  em- 
powered by  a  Commission  from  Governor  Shirley  to  sollicit  this 
Government  for  Provisions,  &c,  on  the  Scheme  mentioned  in  Mr. 
Shirley's  Letter  of  the  Twenty-Fifth  of  February,  and  that  he  was 
attending  in  order  to  consult  and  agree  on  the  Method  of  managing 
this  Affair,  upon  which  he  was  called  in,  and  after  a  long  Conversa- 
tion it  was  agreed  that  he  should  write  the  Governor  a  Letter  which 
he  would  lay  before  the  Assembly,  together  with  Mr.  Shirley's 
Letter  of  the  Twenty-Fifth  of  February,  his  Speech  of  the  Thirteenth 
of  February  to  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Province  of  Massachusets  Bay,  and  their  Resolves  of  the  Eighteenth. 


MEMORANDUM. 

On  the  Twenty-First  of  March  Mr.  Quincy  wrote  the  following 
Letter  to  the  Governor: 

A  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  Josiah  Quincy,  Enquire. 

"  Sir  : 

"In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the  Government  of  Massa- 
chusets Bay,  in  New  England,  contained  in  my  Commission  and 
Instructions  from  his  Excellency  Gov.  Shirley,  I  do  in  the  Name 
and  Behalf  of  the  Government  aforesaid  invite  the  Government  of 
Pennsylvania  to  join  with  or  assist  us  in  the  Execution  of  a  pro- 
posed Enterprize  to  Prevent  the  further  Encroachments  of  our 
restless  and  Perfidious  Neighbours  the  French  upon  his  Majesty's 
Territories  in  America. 

"  The  measures  to  be  pursued  are  contained  in  his  Excellency's 
Speech  of  the  loth  of  Febuary  last  to  both  Houses  of  Assembly 
in  the  above  said  Government,  and  in  their  resolves  of  the  10th 
thereon,  copies  whereof  your  Honour  has  already  receiv'd. 

"  The  Necessity  and  advantage  of  a  Speedy  and  Vigorous  Ex- 
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ecution  of  the  scheme  are  so  obvious,  and  so  clearly  illustrated  by 
his  Excellency  in  his  speech  above  mentioned  and  in  his  Letter  to 
your  honour,  that  its  needless  in  me  to  Enlarge  upon  them. 

"  Your  Honour  and  the  Assembly  (to  whom  you  will  be  Pleased 
to  communicate  the  Affair  as  soon  as  may  be)  will  perceive  that 
nothing  is  desired  or  expected  by  the  Government  I  have  the 
Honour  to  represent  from  the  Government  of  this  Province  but 
what  they  of  all  his  Majesty's  Governments  are  best  able  to  spare — ■ 
that  is  a  quantity  of  Provisions  sufficient  for  the  subsistance  of  the 
men  proposed  to  be  raised  for  the  above-mentioned  Service.  And 
when  I  consider  the  Supplies  of  this  kind  which  were  so  chearfully 
granted  by  this  Government  in  the  late  successfull  and  Glorious 
Expedition  'against  Cape  Breton,  I  can't  but  flatter  myself  with 
assurance  of  success  in  my  present  application,  and  that  nothing 
in  your  honour's  Power  will  be  wanting  to  facilitate  the  same  with 
the  Assembly  of  your  Province. 

u  I  am,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  Government  of  Massa- 
chusets  Bay, 

"  Your  Honour's  most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

"JOSAQUINCY. 
"  Philida->  March  21st,  1755." 

And  on  the  Twenty-Fourth  the  Governor  laid  his  Letter  and  the 
other  Papers  agreed  on  before  the  Assembly  with  the  following 
Message  : 
"  Gentlemen — 

"  Governor  Shirley,  for  securing  the  Colonies  against  the  future 
Encroachments  of  the  French,  having  among  other  Measures  formed 
a  Design  to  build  a  Fort  near  Crown  Point,  within  the  Limits  of 
his  Majesty's  Territories,  and  his  Council  and  Assembly  having 
chearfully  concurred  with  him  in  the  Thing,  he  has  sent  Commis- 
sioners to  this  and  other  Governments  to  sollicit  them  to  join  in  the 
Undertaking,  and  some  time  ago  wrote  me  fully  upon  the  Head. 

"  Mr.  Quincy,  one  of  the  Commissioners  sent  to  this  Province, 
is  arrived,  and  has  made  application  to  me.  And  I  now  send  You 
a  Copy  of  his  Letter,  as  also  of  Governor  Shirley's  Message  to  his 
Council  and  Assembly,  their  Resolutions  upon  it,  and  of  his  Letter 
to  me  upon  this  and  other  Affairs ;  And  as  You  will  see  by  those 
Papers  what  is  expected  from  this  Province,  I  heartily  recommend 
it  to  You  to  grant  the  necessary  Supplies  for  that  important  Ser- 
vice. 

"  I  must  desire  You  to  keep  this  Affair  secret,  for  as  you  have 
given  me  no  Assurance  of  doing  so  the  bad  Consequences  of  an 
untimely  Discovery  may,  tho'  unjustly,  be  attributed  to  you. 

"BOB'T.  H.  MORRIS. 
"  March  21st,  1755." 
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Scarrooyady  being  returned  from  the  Six  Nations  with  Answers 
to  the  Messages  sent  by  him,  and  having  quarrelled  with  Davison 
and  left  him  behind,  the  Secretary  was  sent  to  the  House  to  acquaint 
them  of  it,  and  to  know  whether  it  might  not  be  best  to  send  for 
Mr.  Weiser,  which  the  House  agreed  to. 

The  Governor  ordered  the  Secretary  to  inspect  the  Journals  of 
Assembly  to  the  Twentieth  Instant,  and  sent  the  following  Message 
thereupon  to  the  House : 
"  Gentlemen  : 

"  I  have  ordered  the  Secretary  to  inspect  the  Journals  of  your 
House  from  the  17th  to  the  20th  of  this  Instant  March,  both  in- 
clusive, and  to  take  a  Copy  thereof. 

"ROB'T.H.  MORRIS. 
"March  21,  1755'." 

The  Secretary  by  Order  of  the  Governor  made  a  second  Demand 
of  the  House  to  inspect  their  Journals  of  Assembly,  and  desired 
that  they  would  give  an  Answer  in  Writing  to  this  Demand,  Who 
was  told  that  the  House  would  to-morrow  morning  return  the  Gov- 
ernor an  Answer  thereto  in  Writing. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Tuesday  the  25th  March,  1755. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esqr.,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,         |  -^ 
Richard  Peters,  j    J"  1         ' 
The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 
The  Governor  by  an  Express  from  Maryland  received  an  Account 
of  the  safe  Arrival  of  the  Transports  in  Virginia  with  the  Troops 
and  Train  of  Artillery  destined  for  America,  and  Three  Letters 
from  General  Braddock  of  the  Tenth  of  March,  which  were  read 
and  ordered  to  be  entered  : 

A  Letter  from  General  Braddock  to  Governor  Morris. 

"  Williamsburg,  March  10,  1755. 
"  Sir  : 

"  The  inclosed  is  calculated  to  be  laid  before  your  Assembly  if 
you  should  think  it  may  be  of  any  Service  towards  bringing  them 
to  a  Slate  of  their  Duty  to  his  Majesty  and  their  own  Interest  upon 

the  present  Occasion,  for  which  Purpose  I  would  propose  to  You 
the  calling  them  together  once  more  as  soon  as  possible. 

"  I  am  sensible  of  the  Difficulties  You  must  have  in  the  Manage- 
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merit  of  so  factious  a  People  as  those  under  your  Government,  but 
am  persuaded  they  are  not  sufficient  to  discourage  You  from  con- 
tinuing your  most  earnest  Endeavours  for  reclaiming  them  to  a 
reasonable  Conduct  at  this  important  Juncture.     I  am,  Sir, 
"  Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

"E.  BRADDOCK." 


Another  Letter  from  General  BraddocJc  to  Governor  Morris. 
"  Williamsburg,  March  10,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"Ten  days  ago  I  sent  an  Express  to  Governor  Shirley,  with 
Orders  to  him  to  meet  me  at  Annapolis  in  Maryland,  and  have 
desired  Mr.  Delancey  to  accompany  him  thither.  If  the  Affairs  of 
your  Government  will  possibly  admit  of  your  leaving  it  at  this  time, 
I  must  desire  you  to  join  them,  that  I  may  have  an  Opportunity  of 
conferring  with  you  upon  the  Measures  to  be  pursued  upon  the 
present  Occasion.  The  Governors  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  will 
be  with  us.     I  am,  Sir,  ,    , 

"  Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

"  E.  BRADDOCK." 


Another  Letter  from  General  Braddock  to  Governor  Morris. 
."  Williamsburg,  March  10,  1755. 
"  Sir : 

"As  it  must  be  attributed  principally  to  a  want  of  a  proper  Union 
among  the  Colonies  that  the  French  have  had  it  in  their  Power 
to  make  so  great  Encroachments  upon  the  King's  Territories 
in  America  as  they  have  lately  done,  it  ought  to  be  considered 
as  a  very  strong  Instance  of  his  Majestie's  Care  and  Regard  for 
them  that  he  has  sent  a  considerable  Force  from  England  to 
their  Assistance  in  order  to  repair  those  Losses  which  their  own 
Misconduct  has  occasioned.  As  it  is  highly  reasonable,  he  has 
declared  that  he  expects  the  several  Colonies  in  Proportion  to  their 
respective  Abilities  should  furnish  the  Forces  with  Supplies  of  Pro- 
visions and  all  Necessaries,  and  likewise  raise  such  additional  Num- 
bers of  Men  as  shall  be  requisite  for  the  Purpose  now  intended ; 
upon  this  Occasion  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  by  far  the  most 
populous  and  most  opulent  of  any  upon  the  Continent  as  well  as 
most  nearly  interested  in  the  Event  of  the  Expedition,  instead  of 
making  the  earliest  and  largest  Contribution  is  endeavouring  to  take 
advantage  of  the  common  Danger  in  order  to  encroach  upon  His 
Majesty's  Prerogative  in  the  Administration  of  his  Government;  in 
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what  Light  such  Conduct  must  appear  to  his  Majesty  may  easily  be 
conceived.  As  I  am  directed  by  him  to  advise  and  assist  his  several 
Governors  upon  the  present  occasion,  I  would  propose  to  You,  Sir, 
to  call  your  Assembly  together  and  to  endeavour  once  more  to  bring 
them  to  a  Sense  of  their  Duty  to  His  Majesty  and  their  own  In- 
terest by  representing  to  them  in  the  Strongest  Light  the  Con- 
sequences which  must  attend  their  Neglect  of  it.  With  the  Assist- 
ance required  of  the  Colonies  I  shall  have  good  Hopes  of  answering 
His  Majesty's  Expectations  from  me,  by  securing  his  Dominions 
and  the  Possessions  of  his  Subjects  in  these  Parts,  without  their 
Assistance  it  may  not  be  in  my  Power,  and  in  such  a  case  it  may 
be  worth  their  while,  Particularly  the  Province  under  your  Govern- 
ment, to  consider  whether  it  may  not  be  presumed  that  the  Govern- 
ment at  home  will  take  some  Method  to  oblige  them  to  act  for  the 
future  as  becomes  the  Duty  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects. 

"I  must  repeat  to  You,  Sir,  what  I  have  already  mentioned  in  a 
former  Letter,  that  I  am  directed  by  His  Majesty  to  propose  to  the 
several  Colonies  to  make  one  common  Stock  of  the  Money  they 
shall  severally  raise  in  order  to  serve  as  a  provisional  Fund  for  the 
present  Service;  such  a  measure  would  greatly  promote  our  Success, 
but  if  it  should  be  objected  to  I  must  at  least  desire  that  what  is 
raised  may  not  be  particularly  appropriated  but  granted  in  general 
Terms  for  the  Service  of  the  Expedition. 

"I  doubt  not,  Sir,  You  will  continue  to  exert  your  utmost  en- 
deavours for  the  present  Service,  particularly  by  punishing  according 
to  their  Deserts  all,  if  any  such  shall  be  found,  who  are  guilty  of 
carrying  on  a  traitorous  Correspondence  with  the  Enemy  by  supply- 
ing them  with  Provisions. 

"I  shall  only  add  that  as  I  am  to  give  a  faithful  Account  to  His 
Majesty's  Ministers  of  the  Behaviour  of  each  Colony  at  this  im- 
portant Juncture,  I  am  still  in  hopes  that  the  Province  under  your 
Government  will  put  it  in  my  Power  to  represent  them  as  becomes 
their  Ability,  their  Interest,  and  their  Duty  to  His  Majesty. 

"I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

"E.  BRADDOCK." 

The  Governor  on  this  Occasion  was  reminded  of  the  Letter  from 
Lord  Halifax  of  the  Twenty-Sixth  of  November,  which  after  the 
Part  the  House  acted  in  the  Case  of  Sir  Thomas  Robinson's  Let- 
ters he  was  averse  to  lay  before  them  and  was  pressed,  notwith- 
standing that  indecent  Usage,  now  to  lay  it  before  them  as  it  might 
contribute  to  the  Publick  Good,  and  at  last  the  Governor  consented, 
and  the  Letter  was  sent  together  with  General  Braddock's  general 
Letter  and  the  following  Message : 

"A  Message  from  the   Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
u  Gentlemen — 

"By  Express  from  Maryland   I   have  au  Account  of  the  safe 
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Arrival  of  the  Transports  in  Virginia  with  the  Troops  and  Train  of 
Artillery  destined  for  American  Service,  upon  which  I  heartily 
congratulate  Yon. 

u  His  Majestie's  Care  and  Affection  for  his  Subjects  in  America 
has  induced  him  to  send  this  large  and  seasonable  Assistance  for  the 
Recovery  of  those  Possessions  that  the  French,  contrary  to  the 
Faith  of  Treaties,  have  seized;  and  We  shall  be  greatly  wanting  to 
Ourselves  if  We  neglect  to  make  Use  of  this  Opportunity  to  frus- 
trate the  Attempts  of  that  perfidious  People. 

"To  render  effectual  the  Measures  taken  by  his  Majesty  and  our 
Mother  Country  upon  this  Occasion,  it  is  expected  that  the  Colonies 
shall  raise  an  additional  Number  of  Men  to  join  those  his  Majesty 
has  sent  upon  this  Service,  and  that  they  shou'd  furnish  Provisions 
and  all  Necessaries  to  the  Forces  employed  for  their  Protection,  as 
You  wil]  see  by  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Halifax  and  another  from 
General  Braddock  to  me  which  will  be  laid  before  You,  And  this  is 
so  reasonable  in  itself  that  I  cannot  doubt  of  its  being  readily  com- 
plied with  by  all  the  Provinces  in  Proportion  to  their  Abilities; 
and  I  hope  that  as  Pennsylvania  is  the  most  interested  in  the  Event 
of  this  Expedition,  You  will  exert  Yourselves  as  becomes  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  a  People  actually  invaded  and  having  their  All  de- 
pending upon  the  Success  of  the  present  Enterprize. 

"I  earnestly  beseech  You,  Gentlemen,  well  to  consider  what  may 
be  the  Consequence  of  your  now  refusing  to  grant  the  necessary 
Supplies,  as  We  may  be  assured  his  Majesty  will  not  condescend 
repeatedly  to  recommend  to  You  in  vain  the  making  Provision  for 
your  own  Defence,  but  will  doubtless  upon  your  Refusal  be  enabled 
by  his  Parliament  to  oblige  those  who  reap  the  immediate  Benefit 
of  such  a  chargeable  Protection  to  contribute  their  Proportion  of  it, 
and  if  by  a  Disappointment  in  the  Articles  expected  to  be  supplied 
by  You  the  great  Expence  that  the  Nation  has  been  put  to  for  the 
Security  of  these  valuable  Branches  of  the  British  Empire  should 
be  rendered  unavailable,  You  cannot  but  think  You  will  justly 
draw  upon  You  the  Resentment  of  his  Majesty  and  a  British  Par- 
liament. 

"ROBT.  H.  MORRIS. 

"March  25,  1755." 


The  Governor  wrote  the  following  Letter  to  Governor  Shirley : 

"  Philadelphia,  March  25th,  1755. 
"  Dear  Sir : 

"  I  am  favoured  with  Yours  by  Mr.  Quincy  who  arrived  here  a 
few  Days  ago,  and  as  my  Assembly  was  sitting  I  immediately  re- 
commended the  Affair  he  came  upon  to  them  by  a  special  Message 
and  sent  them  the  several  Papers  relative  to  it,  as  also  a  Letter  wrote 
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me  by  Mr.  Quincy  at  my  own  Request  upon  the  Head.  I  Lad  men- 
tioned the  Thing  in  general  Terms  in  my  Message  at  the  Opening 
of  the  Sessions  and  desired  they  would  enable  me  to  take  Part  in 
the  Affair.  What  Effect  these  Recommendations  will  have  upon 
them  I  cannot  as  yet  learn,  but  I  am  fearful  their  obstinate  Turn  of 
Mind  is  such  that  they  will  come  into  no  reasonable  Measures.  Mr. 
Franklin,  indeed,  is  labouring  hard  to  prevail  with  them  to  give 
Forty  Thousand  Pounds  for  the  general  Service,  and  to  sink  it  by  a 
Tax  in  Five  Years,  but  even  he  despairs  of  Success  and  thinks  they 
will  only  offer  me  a  Bill  of  the  same  Nature  of  that  I  refused  to 
pass  the  last  Sessions. 

"  Cap*-  Morris  has  been  and  still  is  in  the  Back  Parts  of  this  Pro- 
vince, where  I  hear  he  has  tolerable  Success;  he  has  raised  in  York 
and  Jersey  about  Sixty  Men,  Fifty  of  which  I  am  told  are  embarked 
from  thence  for  Boston,  and  his  Friends  there  are  listing  more,  and 
he  has  in  this  Town  about  Fifty  ready  for  shipping  and  will  go  on 
till  he  has  your  Orders  to  stop. 

"  G-eneral  Braddock  writes  me  that  he  has  sent  to  You  to  meet 
him  at  Annapolis,  and  he  has  invited  Mr.  Delancey  and  myself  to 
be  there,  where  he  tells  me  We  shall  meet  Mr.  Binwiddie,  Mr. 
Sharpe,  and  Commodore  Keppel.  I  wish  he  had  appointed  the  Con- 
gress at  this  Place,  as  it  is  more  central  and  convenient;  however,  I 
shall  have  the  Pleasure  of  entertaining  You  here  in  your  Way  to 
and  from  the  Congress,  and  I  hope  You  will  give  me  the  earliest 
Notice  of  your  Motions  that  I  may  give  the  necessary  Orders  and 
be  prepared  to  accompany  You  to  the  Southward.     I  am, 

"  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"  ROBT-  H.  MORRIS/7 

And  likewise  one  to  General  Braddock,  which  was  read,  together 
with  one  wrote  to  him  on  the  Twelfth  Instant,  and  both  ordered  to 
be  entered  in  these  Words : 


"Sir  J 


A  Letter  to  General  Braddock  from  Governor  Morris. 

"  Philadelphia,  March  12,  1755, 


"  I  was  honoured  with  yours  of  the  Twenty-Eighth  of  February 
last  by  Express,  who  came  here  on  the  Ninth  Instant  at  night,  and 
I  immediately  by  a  fresh  hand  sent  forward  the  Letters  to  the 
Northern  Governments,  and  wrote  to  Mr.  Delancey  to  do  the  same, 
and  You  may  depend  on  my  sending  Shirley's  Letters  by  Express 
to  You  as  soon  as  they  come. 

"  I  heartily  congratulate  You  and  this  Continent  on  your  Appoint- 
ment to  the  Command  of  his  Majcstie's  Forces  and'  safe  Arrival 
among  Us — Events  that  must  give  Pleasure  to  all  that  haw 
Regard  for  the  Honour  or  Interest  of  Britain  or  the  safety  of  these 
Colonies. 
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"The  Conduct  of  the  Assemblies  upon  the  Continent  almost 
without  Exception  has  been  so  very  absurd  that  they  have  suffered 
the  French  to  take  quiet  Possession  of  the  most  advantageous 
Places,  not  only  to  answer  the  Purposes  of  a  very  extensive  Indian 
Trade,  but  to  enable  them  to  protect  their  own  Settlements  and 
annoy  ours;  such  are  their  Forts  at  Niagara,  Crown  Point,  and  tho 
several  ones  upon  Lake  Erie,  the  River  Ohio,  and  its  Branches.  It 
is  now  about  Four  Years  since  the  Indians  first  informed  Us  of  the 
Designs  of  the  French  to  take  Possession  of  the  Country  upon  the 
Ohio,  and  were  very  desirous  that  We  should  build  a  strong  House 
at  or  near  the  Place  where  the  French  Fort  now  stands,  and  Mr. 
Hamilton,  then  Governor  of  this  Province,  recommended  the  Matter 
to  the  Assembly,  but  they  refused  to  be  at  any  Expence  about  it, 
tho'  a  thousand  Pounds  Sterling  would  then  have  been  sufficient; 
and  having  shamefully  suffered  the  French  to  encroach  upon  them 
now  more  shamefully  refuse  to  afford  Assistance  to' the  Troops  that 
are  employed  to  remove  them. 

"  I  am  heartily  sorry  that  a  Province  that  I  have  the  Honour  to 
preside  over  should  behave  in  so  shocking  a  manner,  especially  as  it 
ought  to  be  foremost  upon  the  present  Occasion,  not  only  as  it  is 
the  Country  invaded,  but  on  Account  of  its  Riches  and  Number  of 
Inhabitants. 

"I  am,  Sir,  almost  ashamed  to  tell  You  that. "We  have  in  this 
Province  upward  of  Three  Hundred  Thousand  Inhabitants ;  that 
We  are  blessed  with  a  rich  soil  and  temperate  Climate,  and  besides 
our  own  Consumption  raise  Provisions  enough  to  supply  an  Army 
of  One  Hundred  Thousand  Men,  which  is  yearly  exported  from  this 
City,  and  with  other  Commodities  employs  upwards  of  five  hundred 
Vessels,  mostly  owned  by  the  Merchants  of  this  Town.  From  a 
Province  so  circumstanced  what  might  not  reasonably  have  been 
expected,  especially  as  We  are  burthened  with  no  Taxes  and  are 
not  only  out  of  Debt,  but  have  a  Revenue  of  Seven  Thousand  a  Year 
and  Fifteen  Thousand  Pounds  in  Bank,  all  at  the  Disposal  of  the 
House  of  Assembly.  And  yet  when  their  All  is  invaded  they  refuse 
to  contribute  to  the  necessary  Defence  of  their  Country,  either  by 
establishing  a  Militia  or  furnishing  Men,  Money,  or  Provisions.  The 
manner  in  which  I  have  laboured  these  Points  with  my  Assembly 
you  will  see  by  my  several  Messages  to  them,  which  I  sent  to  Gov- 
ernor Dinwiddie,  and  to  which  I  beg  Leave  to  be  referred. 

"  The  Trade  that  has  been  carried  on  from  these  Colonies  with 
the  French  at  Cape  Breton  has  certainly  enabled  them  to  support  an 
Arm}'-  on  the  back  of  Us  which  they  could  not  otherwise  have  done, 
and  if  that  Supply  be  effectually  cut  off'  it  must  distress  them  in 
Time;  but  at  present  their  Magazines  are  so  full  that  they  will  not 
feel  it,  for  I  have  been  well  informed  that  in  the  Month  of  May 
last  upward  of  Forty  English  Vessels  were  seen  in  the  Harbour  of 
Louisbourg  at  one  time;  this  Trade  was  chiefly  carried  on  from  New 
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York,  Rhode  Island,  and  Boston ;  the  two  last  Places,  indeed,  had 
their  Flower  for  that  Purpose  from  hence  which  was  sent  first  to 
those  Parts,  but  the  People  here  were  no  otherwise  concerned  in 
that  Supply;  however,  agreeable  to  your  Request  I  have  made  art 
Order  that  every  Vessel  carrying  Provisions  or  Warlike  Stores  from 
hence  should  give  Bond  to  land  the  same  in  some  Part  of  the  King's 
Dominions  or  in  the  Dominions  of  some  Prince  or  State  in  Amity 
with  his  Majesty  other  than  the  French  King,  Copy  of  which  I 
send  You  herewith  and  also  to  Commodore  Kepple,  to  whom  I  also 
send  a  Copy  of  the  Certificate  of  Clearance  that  I  have  ordered  to 
be  given  to  every  Vessel  out  of  this  Port  that  shall  give  Bond  in 
Pursuance  to  my  Order,  and  any  Vessel  that  does  not  produce  suck 
a  Certificate  may  be  justly  suspected  of  intending  to  supply  the 
French. 

"  I  had  the  Pleasure  of  receiving  an  Account  of  your  Arrival 
some  days  before  your  Express  came  hither,  and  immediately  sum- 
moned the  Assembly  of  this  Province  who  are  to  meet  on  Monday 
next  the  Seventeenth  Instant,  when  I  shall  press  upon  them  the 
doing  every  thing  that  is  proper  upon  the  present  Occasion  in  which 
I  promise  myself  more  Success  from  your  Letter  to  me  which  I 
shall  lay  before  them  than  from  any  Thing  lean  say.  I  have  ordered 
the  Country  from  a  Place  called  Carlisle  near  the  Sasquehanna 
Westward  towards  the  Turkey's  Foot  to  be  reconnoitred  by  Persons 
best  acquainted  with  those  Parts,  with  whom  I  sent  a  Draughtsman,, 
and  if  it  be  possible  to  make  a  Road  that  Way  I  will  recommend 
it  to  the  Assembly  to  enable  me  to  do  it. 

"  Governor  Shirley's  Son,  who  is  the  only  recruiting  Officer  here . 
has  already  raised  above  Two  Hundred  Men  for  his  Father's  Regi- 
ment, in  the  doing  which  He  has  conducted  himself  with  great 
Prudence  and  good  Sense,  and  this  Day  I  expect  a  Nephew  of  mini' 
to  whom  Governor  Shirley  has  promised  one  of  his  vacant  Compa- 
nies upon  his  raising  one  hundred  and  Fifty  Men ;  he  has  been 
about  Ten  Days  returned  from  Bosto.i,  and  I  believe  has  a  consider- 
able Part  of  his  Number  already,  and  will  very  soon  in  this  Pro- 
vince with  the  Aid  I  shall  give  him,  not  only  Com  pleat  the  Number 
he  has  engaged  to  raise,  but  will  soon  fill  Shirley's  Regiment  tho'  it 
should  require  a  much  greater  Number. 

"  With  this  I  have  the  Honour  to  send  You  a  Letter  from  Gov- 
ernor Shirley  to  me  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Ult0,  with  a  Message  from 
him  to  his  Assembly  and  their  Resolutions  upon  it,  which  togethc >r 
contain  the  Plan  he  had  laid  for  the  Operations  of  this  Summer. 

"The  Scheme  is  very  extensive,  and  to  execute  it  properly  in  all 
its  Parts  will  require  a  great  Number  of  Men — more  I  am  afraid 
than  can  be  raised  and  properly  equipped  in  Time,  tho'  I  am  told 
the  Two  Thousand  Men  for  the  Eastern  Service  are  already  raised  : 
and  I  must  do  the  New  England  Governments  the  Justice  to  Bftj 
that  they  are  very  active  upon  such  occasions;  and  if  vou  should 
VOL.  VI— 22. 
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approve  the  Plan  and  resolve  to  Ibnild  a  Fort  near  Crown  Point,  I 
make  no  doubt  they  would  do  their  Part.  But  I  do  not  think  that 
the  Governments  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  or  Pennsylvania 
can  be  prevailed  upon  to  do  theirs.  The  Assemblys  of  the  two 
last  are  under  the  Influence  of  Quaker  Councils,  from  whom  nothing 
good  is  to  be  expected )  and  as  to  New  York,  the  Albany  Members, 
who  have  a  very  great  Influence  in  their  Legislature,  are  concerned 
in  a  very  pernicious  but  profitable  Trade  that  is  carried  on  between 
Albany  and  Crown  Point,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  they  would 
rather  see  the  former  in  the  Hands  of  the  French  than  contribute 
to  annoying  the  latter.  By  that  Trade  the  French  arc  furnished 
with  the  most  material  Articles  of  their  Indian  Trade,  and  are 
thereby  enabled  fully  to  supply  them,  which  they  could  not  other- 
wise do.  And  within  these  few  Months  great  Quantities  of  Gun- 
powder have  been  bought  up  in  this  Town  and  New  York,  and  I 
am  told  sent  from  Albany  to  Crown  Point,  there  being  only  twelve 
Miles  Land  Carriage  between  them,  which  yon  will  see  marked  by 
a  prickt  Line  from  the  Head  of  Lake  St.  Sacrament  to  Hudson's 
River  upon  a  Map  I  sent  Sir  John  St.  Clair  by  the  last  Express. 

u  I  shall  try  what  the  Assembly  will  enable  me  to  do  with  Re- 
spect to  the  Post  You  mention,  and  write  you  upon  the  Head  as 
soon  as  I  can  form  any  Judgement  of  their  Resolutions. 

"It  will  give  me  the  most  sensible  Pleasure  to  afford  You  any 
Assistance  in  the  Execution  of  your  important  Command,  not  only 
from  my  Zeal  for  his  Majesty's  Service,  but  from  the  personal  Re- 
gard I  have  for  you  j  and  hope  when  the  public  Service  will  admits 
You  will  give  me  an  Opportunity  of  seeing  You  in  a  Place  that  I 
shall  be  proud  of  rendering  as  agreeable  to  You  as  possible,  and  am, 
"  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"ROB'T.  H.  MORRIS/7 


Another  Letter  to  General  BraddocJc  from   Governor  Morris.. 
"  Philadelphia,  25  March,  1755, 
"  Sir  r 

"  An  Express  this  Minute  from  New  York  brought  me  Governor 
Shirley's  Packet,  which  I  now  forward  to  Maryland  to  Governor 
Sharpe,  and  only  take  Time  to  tell  You  that  I  have  your  favours  of 
the  Tenth  Instant  j  that  designed  for  the  Assembly  I  have  laid  be- 
fore them  with  a  Message  strongly  recommending  it  to  them  to  exert 
themselves  upon  the  Present  Occasion  and  Pointing  out  the  Conse- 
quences of  their  Refusal,,  but  such  is  their  Temper  of  Mind  at  Present 
that  I  have  no  hopes  of  their  acting  reasonably ;  however,  this  day 
and  to-morrow  will  fully  inform  me  of  what  they  will  do, 

"I  promise  myself  the  Pleasure  of  meeting  You  at  Annapolis 
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"with  Governor  Shirley,  who  I  expect  in  about  a  Week,  when  I  shall 
have  an  Opportunity  of  Laying  more  fully  before  You  the  Conduct 
of  my  Assembly,  and  in  the  mean  Time  am, 

"  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"  ROBT-  H.  MORRIS." 


MEMORANDUM. 

The  Clerk  of  the  House  gave  to  Mr.  Peters  after  he  had  delivered 
the  last  foregoing  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly  the 
following  Answer  to  his  Demand  to  inspect  their  Journals : 
"  May  it  please  the  Governor — 

"When  the  present  Sitting  is  ended  the  Minutes  will  be  revised 
by  the  Committe  appointed  for  that  Purpose  and  immediately  printed, 
and  when  printed  a  fair  Copy  will  be  presented  to  the  Governor  ac- 
cording to  our  long  continued  Custom.  Till  then  We  hope  the  Gov- 
ernor will  excuse  Us  if  We  do  not  permit  any  Person  to  inspect 
them  or  any  Copy  of  them  to  be  taken. 

"  Signed  By  Order  of  the  House, 

"  ISAAC  NORMS,  Speaker. 

"In  Assembly  March  25,  1755." 

On  the  Twenty-Eighth  a  Rill  entituled  "An  Act  for  striking  the 
Sum  of  Twenty-Five  Thousand  Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  and  giving 
the  same  to  the  King's  Use,  and  for  providing  a  Fund  to  sink  the 
Bills  so  to  be  emitted,"  was  presented  to  the  Governor  by  Two  Mem- 
bers for  his  Concurrence,  who  acquainted  him  that  the  House  de- 
sired to  know  what  Progress  he  had  made  in  the  Bill  for  preventing 
the  spreading  of  infectious  Distempers,  &C3~ ;  And  the  Governor  in- 
formed them  that  he  had  fully  considered  it  and  should  lay  it  before 
his  Council. 

On  the  Twenty-Ninth  Two  Members  waited  on  the  Governor  and 
delivered  him  for  his  Concurrence  A  Bill  intituled  "  An  Act  to  pre- 
vent the  Exportation  of  Provisions,  naval  or  Warlike  Stores  from 
this  Province  to  Cape  Breton  or  to  any  other  the  Dominions  of  the 
French  King  or  Places  at  present  in  Possession  of  any  of  his  Sub- 
jects," 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Monday,  31st  March,  1755. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant G-overnor. 

John  Penn,    •      ") 

Robert  Strettell,  >  Esquires. 
Richard  Peters,    ) 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

A  Bill  eritituled  "An  Act  for  striking  the  Sum  of  Twenty-Five 
Thousand  Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit,  and  giving  the  same  to  the 
King's  Use',  and  for  providing  a  Fund  to  sink  the  Bills  so  to  be 
emitted,"  was  read,  and  the  Governor  observed  that  it  was  of  the 
same  Tenor  with  the  one  to  which  he  refused  his  Assent  at  the  last 
Sitting  of  the  Assembly,  and  said  he  could  not  pass  it  without  a 
Breach  of  .Duty  to  the  Crown,  and  was  referred  to  the  Considera- 
tion of  a  fuller  Council. 

Mr.  Weiser  arriving  in  Town  on  Saturday  night,  Scarrooyady 
was  sent  for,  and  he  with  Aroas,  Daniel,  and  Two  other  Mohock 
Indians  came  into  Council,  and  being  kindly  saluted,  Scarrooyady 
was  desired  to  communicate  his  Proceedings  in  the  Business  comitted 
to  his  Care,  and  spoke  as  follows,  Mr.  Weiser  being  Interpreter : 

"Brethren — 

"  First.  I  let  You  know  that  I  am  now  in  my  Return  from  the 
Six  Nations  and  have  delivered  the  several  Messages  committed  to 
my  Care  by  the  Government  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  this  Pro- 
vince. 

"I  have,  agreeable  to  your  Request,  not  only  looked  into  the 
Houses  where  I  have  been,  but  entered  in  and  staid  there  some 
Time  and  seen  every  Thing  that  is  doing. 

"I  passed  by  the  Mohocks'  Castle,  finding  some  of  their  Chiefs 
absent,  and  proceeded  to  the  Oneidos  taking  some  Mohocks,  one  of 
which  was  a  great  Chief,  along  with  me,  and  staid  with  them,  and 
told  them  I  had  several  Messages  to  deliver  to  the  Six  Nations  from 
their  Brethren  the  English,  and  they  advised  me  to  go  on  to  the 
Onondagers,  but  hearing  on  all  hands  that  the  Onondagers  were  not 
well  affected  to  the  English  I  told  them  I  was  advised  to  stop  at 
my  native  Country.  They  said  they  were  glad  I  was  so  advised, 
because  nobody  cared  now  to  do  Business  at  Onond.ago.  All  Per- 
sons who  were  in  the  English  Interest  and  had  Business  to  do  with 
the  Six  Nations  of  late  came  round  about  Onondago  and  passed  by 
the  Town  and  came  to  their  Castles  and  delivered  their  Messages  to 
them.  And  as  there  were  then  present  some  of  the  Mohocks,  Tus- 
cororas,  and  Nanticokes,  they  desired  me  in  the  Name  of  the  Six 
Nations  to  deliver  to  them  what  I  had  to  say,  assuring  me  that  it 
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would  be  entirely  as  good  and  effectual  as  if  delivered  at  Onondago. 
I  did  not,  therefore,  proceed  any  further,  but  addressing  myself  to 
these  Four  Nations  I  desired  them  in  the  particular  Matter  I  had 
first  to  speak  to  them  about  to  consider  me  not  as  a  Counsellor  but 
as  a  Warrior,  and  as  one  that  lived  among  the  Bushes  in  the  Wilder- 
ness. I  ask'd  how  the  French  came  to  set  down  on  the  Ohio?  Is 
it  by  the  Advice  of  the  Counsellors  or  is  it  by  the  Orders  of  the 
Warriors  of  the  Six  Nations?  I  have  it  in  Charge  from  the  Indians 
with  whom  I  live  at  the  Ohio  to  make  this  my  first  Question  and 
not  to  proceed  farther  till  I  am  imformed  of  this  Fact,  nor  shall  I 
say  a  Word  more  till  You  give  me  your  Answer.  On  which  the 
Chiefs  withdrew  to  Council  and  then  returned  and  spoke  as  follows : 
" '  Brother : 

"  '  Our  Four  Nations  are  no  Ways  concerned  in  the  Settlement  of 
the  French  on  the  Ohio,  nor  is  it  with  our  Advice  or  Well-Liking. 
Our  Fathers  the  Mohocks  when  they  first  heard  of  the  French  going 
to  the  Ohio,  sent  a  Message  with  a  large  Belt  to  the  other  Nations, 
wherein  they  set  forth  that  this  Proceeding  of  the  French  was  ex- 
tremely disagreeable  to  them  and  desired  that  it  might  be  obstructed 
and  that  none  of  the  Nations  wou'd  suffer  it,  but  do  all  in  their 
Power  to  prevent  any  Settlement  of  the  French  in  those  Parts. 
This  Message  came  first  to  our  Castles  and  was  readily  agreed  to, 
and  then  We  sent  it  forward  to  Onondago  where  it  has  remained 
ever  since;  for  the  Onondagers  said  they  approved  of  what  the 
French  were  doing,  that  it  was  good  and  wou'd  do  no  Hurt  to  the 
Indians,  and  by  this  means  stopped  the  Belt  so  that  it  went  no 
further/ 

*'I  then  delivered  Assaragoa's  Belt,  inviting  the  Chiefs  of  the 
Six  Nations  to  a  Council  at  Winchester,  and  along  with  it  and  tyed 
to  it  the  large  Belt  that  was  given  me  jointly  by  the  Governments 
of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  desiring  them  to  agree  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Virginia's  Proposal,  and  assuring  them  if  they  would  come 
to  Virginia  they  would  give  them  the  Meeting  there.  These  Invi- 
tations they  received  very  gladly  and  said  they  would  lay  them  be- 
fore the  Great  Council  that  was  to  meet  in  a  little  Time  at  Onon- 
dago and  did  not  doubt  but  they  should  prevail  with  the  Six  Na- 
tions to  comply  with  the  Invitation  and  that  great  Numbers  would 
go;  but  then  as  there  were  several  old  People  they  could  not  take 
upon  them  to  say  that  they  could  be  got  to  come  as  far  as  Win- 
chester, but  would  rather  chuse  Conedogwainet  on  Sasauehannah  ; 
but  I  said  there  were  no  Conveniences  there  and  that  this  was  but 
a  little  Way  from  John  Harris'  Ferry  where  a  large  Companj  might 
be  accommodated,  and  I  believe  they  will  readily  come  there." 

Note. — Scarrooyady  was  desired  to  give  his  Sentiments  if  the 
Governor  of  Virginia  could  not  come  there  but  would  insist  on  their 
coming  to  Winchester,  whether  this  wou'd  not  be  complied  with, 
and  he  said  he  did  not  know  but  they  might. 


342  MINUTES  OF  THE 

"  Brethren: 

u  The  next  Thing  I  have  to  communicate  to  You  is  a  Message 
from  these  Four  Nations  to  their  Brethren  the  Shawonese  and  their 
Cousins  the  Delawares.  They  desire  them  to  consider  themselves 
as  under  the  Protection  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  that  they  are  well 
affected  towards  them.  They  bid  them  be  quite  easy  and  still,  nor 
be  disturbed  at  what  is  doing,  nor  meddle  at  all  on  any  side  till 
they  see  or  hear  from  them,  and  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  they 
shall  see  one  another  and  hold  a  Conversation  together.  In  the 
mean  Time  as  the  English  were  their  Brethren,  and  their  Cause  was 
much  favoured  by  the  Indians,  they  desired  them  to  have  their 
Eyes  and  Ears  towards  the  Six  Nations  and  their  Brethren  the 
English  as  they  had  hitherto  done,  and  not  to  look  towards  the 
French. 

(i  The  several  Messages  sent  by  the  Half  King  and  Scarrooyady 
jointly  to  the  Oneidos  were  all  safely  arrived,  and  in  consequence 
thereof  such  of  the  Oneidos  who  were  hearty  Friends  of  the  Eng- 
lish had  made  up  a  large  Belt  and  sent  it  among  the  Six  Nations 
by  the  Nanticokes  to  such  as  they  could  depend  on,  and  We  might 
rest  assured  that  this  Belt  would  be  accepted,  and  that  several 
would  appear  for  Us  in  Time  of  Action.  Even  slow  as  We  go  on 
this  will  not  hinder  them  from  coming  and  appearing  for  the 
English  at  a  proper  Time,  that  is  to  say,  when  they  appear  to  be 
capable  of  protecting  Us  against  the  French. 

"The  French  joked  with  Us  on  the  Death  of  the  Half  King, 
and  laughed,  but  We  shall  make  them  cry  before  We  have  done 
with  them/' 

Here  Scarrooyady  ordered  Davison  to  withdraw  and  then  spoke 
again  : 

"  Brethren  : 

'.'I  have  a  piece  of  News  to  impart  to  You,  which  was  told  me 
in  Confidence,  and  I  must  desire  that  as  I  said  I  would  conceal 
nothing  from  You  that  I  should  hear,  You  would  be  pleased  to  tell 
your  Council  and  Assembly  not  to  divulge  it. 

11  At  the  Time  I  was  at  Oneido  delivering  my  Messages  there 
came  a  Deputation  of  French  Indians  with  a  Message  from  the 
Governor  of  Canada  to  invite  his  Children  the  Six  Nations,  as 
many  as  possible,  and  the  more  the  better,  to  come  down  to  Quebec 
to  see  their  Father  Onontio,  and  as  the  Mohocks  had  estranged 
themselves  for  sometime  past  from  their  Father,  for  what  reasons 
he  could  not  see,  he  desired  them  they  wou'd  take  them  by  the  Hand 
and  conduct  them  to  Quebec,  where  they  should  be  very  kindly  used. 
The  Chief  of  this  Deputation  was  not  himself  a  Caghnawago  In- 
dian, but  a  very  intimate  Friend  and  Confederate  of  theirs,  and  in 
his  Way  from  Quebec  he  called  at  the  Caghnawago  Town  on  St. 
Lawrence  liiver  and  told  them  that  they  were  going  to  Onondago; 
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and  likewise  what  they  were  to  say.  The  Principal  Man  of  the 
Caghnawagos  came  to  him  at  midnight,  and  in  a  very  earnest  and 
importunate  manner  addressed  him,  saying:  'Brother,  The  French 
and  the  English  are  quarrelling  about  our  Lands  and  want  to  en- 
gage Us  in  their  Quarrel,  but  why  should  We  meddle  on  either 
side ;  the  English,  You  see,  buy  our  Lands  from  Us,  piece  after 
piece,  and  tho'  they  pay  Us  for  it  and  so  get  it  it  from  Us  with  our 
own  Consent,  yet  what  they  give  Us  is  soon  spent  and  gone,  and 
We  much  straitned  for  want  of  our  Lands.  The  French  take 
whole  Countrys  from  Us  by  Force,  never  asking  Us  for  our  Con- 
sent, and  so  between  both  We  shall  in  a  little  Time  have  no  Lands. 
The  French  now  treat  Us  like  Slaves,  and  tho'  the  English  do  not, 
yet  when  all  our  Lands  are  gone  they  will  despise  Us.  Since  Mat- 
ters are  so,  Brother,  Let  Us  consult  and  take  Measures  for  our 
Preservation  in  Time.  We  therefore  advise  You,  after  You  have 
delivered  your  Message,  which  you  must  do  in  publick,  to  carry 
this  Message  for  Us  to  the  Oneidos,  viz'-:  'that  We  the  Caghna- 
wagos have  come  to  a  full  Resolution  and  are  determined  to  stand 
Neuters  and  let  the  French  and  English  fight  it  out  together,  and 
the  more  they  destroy  one  another  the  better.  If  Indians  en 
for  either  side  the  sure  Consequence  will  be  that  many  of  Us  shall 
be  killed,  and  our  Strength  thereby  much  impaired,  which  is  what 
both  sides  want  to  see.  I  don't  mean  by  this  that  the  Oneidos. 
should  not  accept  the  Invitation  and  come  to  Quebec  and  hear  their 
Father  speak  and  then  give  him  good  Words,  but  that  these  Words 
should  be  such  as  the  French  often  give  Us,  only  from  the  Throat 
not  from  the  Heart ;  and  as  some  of  the  Oneidos  will  go  to  their 
Brethren  the  English,  they  may  hear  them  speak  and  give  them, 
likewise,  fair  Words,  but  in  the  same  manner ;  have  a  care  of  en- 
gaging Yourselves  to  fight  for  either.  The  Caghnawagos  by  this 
Belt  assure  the  Oneidos  that  they  will  not  fight  for  the  French,  and 
beseech  them  not  to  fight  for  the  English. 

"<Wc  hope  that  the  Six  Nations  will  consider  Us  as  their  own 
Flesh  and  Blood,  we  know  that  We  did  not  come  out  of  the  Ground 
in  this  Country  but  in  the  Six  Nation  Country,  and  sucked  the 
same  Breasts  that  they  did;  and  therefore  We  desire  they  will  take 
this  weighty  matter  into  their  most  serious  Consideration  and  join 
Us  in  our  Resolution  of  Neutrality ;'  "  and  hereupon  they  gave  the 
Messenger  a  large  Belt  to  give  to  the  Oneidos  to  enforce  their  Re- 
quest,  and  Scarrooyady  was  present  when  he  delivered  the  Me£ 
and  Belt  to  his  Countrymen. 

Scarrooyady  said  he  had  done  all  publick  Business,  and  sat  still 
for  a  while,  and  then  taking  a  String  of  Wampum  he  made  the  fol- 
lowing Speech : 

"  Brethren  the  English,  not  only  Pennsylvania,  but  Virginia 
Maryland  : 

"  You  think  You  perfectly  well  understand  the  Management  of 
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Indian  Affairs,  but  I  must  tell  You  that  it  is  not  so,  and  that  the 
French  are  more  politick  than  You.  They  never  employ  an  Indian 
on  any  Business  hut  they  give  him  fine  Cloathes,  besides  other 
Presents,  and  this  makes  the  Indians  their  hearty  Friends  and  do 
any  Thing  for  them.  If  they  invite  the  Indians  to  Quebec  they 
all  return  with  laced  Cloathes  on,  and  boast  of  the  generous  Treat- 
ment of  the  French  Governor. 

"  Now,  Brethren,  some  of  the  Six  Nations  are  going  to  Canada^ 
and  some  say  a  great  Number  are  coming  to  Yirginia.  Let  me 
advise  You,  as  You  have  Time  enough,  to  open  those  large  Pieces  of 
(roods  that  your  City  is  full  of,  and  cut  them  up  into  fine  Cloathes,. 
and  have  them  ready  against  the  Treaty  at  Virginia,  for  You  may 
depend  upon  it  those  who  go  to  Canada  will  be  finely  cloathed,  and 
if  your  Indians  at  their  Return  do  not  appear  finer  than  they,  they 
will  be  laughed  at  and  made  ashamed. 

"  Further,  Brethren  : 

"  I  have  brought  with  me  Three  or  Four  Warriors,  Mohocks  and 
Oneidos;  they  are  in  King  George's  Service;  they  are  valiant  Men 
and  faithful  Friends;  I  have  a  particular  Duty  for  them  to  do,  of 
great  Consequence  to  the  general  Cause.  These  You  will  be 
pleased  to  take  Notice  of  and  give  them  Cloathes,  that  they  may 
perform  their  Business  chearfully  and  leave  your  City  well  pleased." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Tuesday  the  First  April? 


PRESENT  : 


The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant  Governor. 

John  Penn,  Robert  Strettell,  \v      . 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  Richard  Peters,   j  -^S(lmre£L 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Amendments  to  the  German  Bill  Entituled  "  An  Act  for 
preventing  the  Importation  of  German  or  other  Passengers  or 
Servants  in  too  great  a  Number  in  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  and  for  pre- 
venting the  spreading  of  Contagious  Distempers  within  this  Prov- 
ince/' were  read,  approved,  and  sent  to  the  House,  and  are  as 
follows  s 

"  Amendments  to  the  Bill  entituled  '  An  Act  for  preventing  the 
Importation  .of  German  or  other  Passengers  or  Servants  m  too  great 
numbers  in  any  one  Ship  or  Vessel,  and  for  preventing  the 
Spreading  of  contagious  Distempers  within  this  Province/ 

"  1st.  Dele  all  the  Title,  Preamble,  and  first  Clause  contained  m 
Pages  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  ending  with  [appointed]  in  Page  5,  Line  9% 
and  instead  thereof  insert  as  follows : 
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aAn  Act  for  regulating  the  Importation  of  German  or  other 
Passengers  or  Servants,  and  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  Contagious 
Distempers  within  this  Province. 

"  Whereas,  the  Laws  already  provided  for  regulating  the  Impor- 
tation of  German  and  other  Passengers  or  Servants,  and  for  pre- 
venting the  spreading  of  Contagious  Distempers  within  this  Province, 
have  been  found  insufficient  to  answer  the  good  Purposes  intended 
by  them,  and  infectious  Distempers  have,  notwithstanding  such 
Laws,  been  introduced  and  spread  in  this  Province,  Wherefore,  for 
the  more  effectual  Prevention  thereof  for  the  future  and  remedying 
the  Deficiencies  in  the  said  Laws,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Honorable 
Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire,  Lieutenant  Governor  under  the 
Honourable  Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn,  Esquires,  true  and 
absolute  Proprietaries  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Coun- 
ties of  Newcastle,  Kent,  and  Sussex  upon  DelaAvare,  by  and  with 
the  Advice  and  Consent  of  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  said  Province  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  Authority 

of  the  same,  that  from  and  after  the Day  of 

175-  no  Commander  or  Master  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel  coming  from 
any  Place  beyond  the  Sea  and  having  on  Board,  or  at  any  Time 
during  the  Voyage  or  Passage,  having  had  on  Board  more  than  fifty 
Persons,  including  Mariners,  Passengers,  and  Servants,  shall  on  any 
Pretence  whatever  bring  such  Ship  or  Vessel  nearer  to  the  City  of 
Philadelphia  than  three  miles,  nor  land  or  suffer  to  be  landed  any 
Goods,  Passengers,  or  Servants  at  any  Port  or  Place  within  this 
Province  until  such  Ship  or  Vessel  shall  have  been  visited  by  the 
Health  Officer  or  one  of  his  Deputies  and  at  least  one  of  two  Phy- 
sicians appointed  for  that  Purpose,  and  obtained  a  Licence  from  the 
Governor  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  this  Province  for  the  time 
being,  or  in  case  of  his  Absence  from  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  or  any 
Two  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  for  bringing  up  to  the 
said  City  such  Ship  or  Vessel  under  the  Penalty  of  One  Hundred 
and  Fifty  Pounds,  to  be  recovered  as  herein  after  directed  and  ap- 
pointed, Which  said  Health  Officer  and  Physicians  shall  be  recom- 
mended, named,  and  appointed  (21)  as  in  and  by  this  Act  is  here- 
after directed  :  Provided  always,  that  nothing  in  this  Act  contained 
shall  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend  to  lay  any  of  His  Majestie's 
Ships  of  War  or  any  private  Ships  of  War  carrying  Letters  of 
Marque  or  Reprisal  under  any  Restrictions  in  their  entringrnto  any 
Ports  or  Places  within  the  Limits  of  this  Province,  unless  ('27 ) 
coming  from  Places  infected  with  the  Plague  or  other  oontagiooa 
Distempers. 

"  And  he  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  that  the 
said  Physicians  so  to  be  nominated  and  appointed  shall  be  Two  of 
Four  fit  and  capable  Practitioners  in  Physick  residing  and  to  reside 
in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  who  are  from  Time  to  Time  as  occasion 
shall  require,  to  be  recommended  by  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  and  Al- 
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derman  of  the  said  City,  or  the  major  Part  of  them,  to  and  Com- 
missionatecl  by  the  Governor  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  said 
Province  for  the  Time  being;  and  when  so  recommended  and  Com- 
missionated,  they  the  said  Physicians  or  at  least  one  of  them  are 
hereby  empowered  and  required,  on  Request  of  the  Master  or  Com- 
mander or  Owner  of  such  Ship  or  Vessel  or  other  Person  to  whom 
she  shall  be  consigned,  forthwith  to  visit  such  Ship  or  Vessel  and 
carefully  to  examine  and  enquire  into  the  state  of  Health  of  the 
several  Passengers,  Servants,  and  other  Persons  on  Board  her,  and 
whether  each  Ship  or  Vessel  is  sickly  or  not,  and  immediately  after 
such  Visitation  &  Examination  to  make  and  deliver  a  faithful  and 
true  Report  in  Writing  under  his  or  their  Hands  to  the  Governor 
for  the  Time  being,  or  (in  case  of  his  Absence)  to  the  Mayor,  Re- 
corder, or  any  Two  Alderman  of  the  said  City,  of  the  State  and 
Condition  of  such  Ship  or  Vessel  and  the  Passengers  and  other 
Persons  on  board  her,  whether  sickly  or  not,  according  to  the  best 
of  their  Skill  and  Judgement ;  For  which  Service  each  and  every 
of  the  said  Physicians  so  visiting  such  Ship  or  Vessel  shall  have 
and  be  paid  the  Sum  of  Three  Pounds  and  no  more  by  and  from 
the  Master  or  Commander,  or  other  Person  having  Charge  of  such 
Ship  or  Vessel,  to  be  recovered  (in  case  of  Refusal)  by  Warrant 
from  any  one  Justice  of  Peace  for  the  County  of  Philadelphia  in 
the  same  manner  as  Debts  under  Forty  Shillings  are  recovered  in 
the  said  Province. 

u  And,  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  that  the 
Mayor,  Recorder,  and  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia  for  the 
Time  being,  as  often  as  Occasion  may  require  shall  recommend  Two 
fit  and  capable  Persons  for  the  said  Place  of  Health  Officer  to  the 
Governor  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  said  Province  for  the  Time 
being,  who  shall  Commissionate  and  appoint  one  of  such  Two  Per- 
sons so  to  be  recommended  to  him  from  Time  to  Time  to  be  the 
Health  Officer  for  executing  and  performing  all  Acts,  Matters,  and 
Things  whatsoever  which  to  the  said  Health  Officer,  either  by  this 
Act  or  by  the  Act  entituled  (  An  Act  for  imposing  of  Duties  on 
Persons  convicted  of  heinous  Crimes/  or  by  any  other  Act  or  Acts 
of  Assembly  of  this  Province,  doth  or  of  Right  shall  hereafter  ap- 
pertain or  belong,  Which  said  Health  Officer  so  appointed  shall  have 
Power  to  constitute  and  appoint  one  or  more  Deputy  or  Deputies 
under  him  to  execute  the  said  Office  as  Occasion  may  require,  for 
whom  he  shall  be  accountable. 

a2d.  Pa.  5,  Line  13.  After  [Chief]  add  [or  by  the  Mayor,  Re- 
corder, or  Aldermen]. 

"3d.  Line  17.  After  [shall]  add  [submit  to  be  examined  as  well 
by  the  said  Physicians  as  the  said  Health  Officer,  and  shall]. 

"4.  Pa.  6,  Line  12.  After  [sail]  add  [from  her  last  Port  in 
Europe,  with  the  Names  of  all  such  Persons]. 

"  5.  Pa.  7,  Line  I.     Dele  [true]  and  insert  [general]. 
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"6.  Pa.  7,  Lines  12  &  18.  After  [Examination]  add  [and  Re- 
port of  the  said  Physicians  and  Health  Officer,  or  either  of  them], 
and  dele  [or  otherwise]. 

"7.  Pa.  7  &  8.  Dele  from  the  Word  [being]  in  the  last  Line 
of  Page  7  to  the  Word  [when],  exclusive,  in  the  2d  Line  of  Page 
8,  and  in  Place  thereof  insert  [or  in  case  of  his  absence  for  the 
Mayor,  Recorder,  or  any  Two  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia]. 

"8.  Pa.  9,  Line  4.  After  [Distempers]  dele  [whereupon  the 
Trustees  of  the  Province  Island],  and  insert  [and  the  Governor  or 
Commander-in-Chief  for  the  Time  being  shall  then  and  not  before 
give  an  Order  for  the  discharge  of  the  said  Ship  or  Vessel,  together 
with  the  Merchandize  imported  in  her,  and  the  Trustees  of  the  Pro- 
vince Island  or  the  Keeper  of  the  Pest  House]. 

"9th.  Line  10th.  After  [mentioned]  add  [and  the  said  Health 
Offit  er  is  hereby  empowered  and  required  to  superintend  and  take 
care  from  time  to  time,  to  the  best  of  his  Power,  to  see  all  such 
Orders  put  in  Execution  which  shall  be  so  made  by  the  Governor 
or  Commander-in-Chief  for  the  Time  being,  or  the  Mayor,  Recorder, 
and  Aldermen  of  Philadelphia,  or  any  Two  of  them  as  aforesaid, 
for  sending  and  conveying  such  Ships  or  Vessels  to  the  Province 
Island,  and  for  putting  on  Shore  there  the  infectious  or  sickly  Pas- 
sengers, Servants,  Mariners,  or  other  Persons,  and  landing  or  airing 
their  Apparel,  Goods,  Merchandize,  and  other  Things  to  be  imported 
in  such  sickly  Ships  or  Vessels.  And  the  Trustees  for  the  Time 
being  of  the  said  Province  Island,  or  the  Person  whom  they  shall 
appoint  from  Time  to  Time  to  be  the  Master  or  Keeper  of  the  Pest 
House  on  the  said  Island  (for  whose  Fidelity  and  due  Discharge  of 
that  Duty  and  Service  the  said  Trustees  shall  be  answerable,  and 
who  shall  reside  on  the  said  Island)  are  hereby  required  and  obliged 
to  receive  and  provide  for  all  such  Mariners,  Passengers,  Servants, 
and  other  Persons  so  to  be  sent  to  the  said  Island,  with  their  Bag- 
gage and  Goods,  and  there  to  accommodate  them  with  Lodging, 
Nursing,  Physick,  Maintainan.ee,  and  all  .other  Necessaries  suitable 
for  them,  and  with  Storehouses  or  other  convenient  Places  for  their 
Baggage,  Goods,  and  Merchandize.  And  in  case  the  said  Health 
Officer  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  do  his  Duty  in  seeing  such  Orders 
performed,  or  the  said  Trustees  or  their  Master  or  Keeper  of  the 
said  Pesthouse  (after  due  Notice  of  any  such  Order  for  sending  such 
sickly  Persons  and  Goods  to  the  said  Island)  or  any  of  them,  shall 
refuse  or  negleot  to  receive  and  provide  for  such  Persons  and  Goods 
as  aforesaid,  and  they  or  any  of  them  shall  be  lawfully  convicted  of 
any  Breach  or  Neglect  of  Duty  in  the  Premises  upon  his  or  their 
appearance  or  default,  upon  the  Oath  or  legal  Affirmation  of  one 
or  more  credible  Witness  or  Witnesses  before  the  Mayor,  Re- 
corder, or  any  Two  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia  (whick 
Oath  or  Affirmation  they  or  any  of  them  are  hereby  empowered 
and  required  to  administer),  the  Person  or  Persons  so  convicted 
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shall  forfeit  any  Sum  not  exceeding  Fifty  Pounds  nor  less  than 
Forty  Shillings,  at  the  Discretion  of  the  said  Mayor,  Recorder, 
and  Aldermen,  or  any  Two  of  them.  One  Moiety  thereof  to  the 
Informer  and  the  other  Moiety  for  the  Use  of  the  Pest  House 
as  hereinafter  directed,  the  same  to  be  levied  by  Distress  and 
Sale  of  the  Offender's  Goods  by  Warrant  under  the  Hands  Seals 
of  such  Two  Justices  before  whom  such  Offenders  shall  be  con- 
victed as  aforesaid:  Provided  always,  That  nothing  in  this  Act 
contained  shall  preclude,  defeat,  or  prevent  any  Merchant  or  other 
Person  or  Persons  whatsoever  who  may  happen  to  be  injured  by  any 
Neglect  or  Breach  of  Duty  of  the  said  Trustees  of  Province  Island, 
Health  Officer,  or  Keeper  of  the  Pest  House  aforesaid,  from  bring- 
ing and  prosecuting  with  Effect  his,  her,  or  their  Action,  Suit  or 
Suits  at  Law  or  in  Equity,  for  Recovery  of  his,  her,  or  their 
particular  damages. 

"  10th.  Line  14th.  After  [others]  add  [together  with  the  said 
Health  Officer's  Charges]. 

"  11th.  Pa.  10,  Line  5.  Dele  [any  one  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Peace]  and  insert  [the  Mayor,  Recorder,  or  any  Two  of  the 
Aldermen]. 

"J12th.  Line  6.  After  [Trustees]  add  [or  Keeper  of  the  Pest 
House]. 

"13th.  Pa.  10,  Line  16.  Dele  [find  and  provide  proper]  and 
insert  [reinbursc  and  pay  to  the  said  Trustees  all  such  reasonable 
Charges  and  Expences  as  they  or  any  of  them,  or  their  Keeper  of 
the  Pesthouse  shall  be  at  and  expend  for,  or  on  account  of  the]. 

"  14th.  Line  18.  Dele  [or  to  pay  for  the  same]  and  insert 
[together  with  the  said  Health  Officers  Charges  aforesaid,  according 
to  a  just  and  fair  Account  to  be  exhibited  by  the  said  Trustees  and 
Health  officer  respectively,  and  as  the  same  shall  be  adjusted  & 
allowed  by  the  Mayor  or  Recorder,  or  any  Two  Aldermen  of  the 
said  City  of  Philadelphia]. 

"15th.  Pa.  11  &  12.  Dele  from  [aforesaid]  in  Line  12  of  Page 
11,  to  [that]  in  Line  6  of  Page  12,  and  insert  [without  a  Certificate 
under  the  Hand  of  the  Keeper  of  the  Pest  House  aforesaid,  or  at 
least  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  said  Province  Island,  setting  forth 
that  the  Bearer  of  such  Certificate,  mentioning  his  or  her  Name, 
had  remained  in  the  said.  Hospital  or  Pest  House  for  the  Recovery 
of  his  or  her  Health,  and  being  recovered  he  or  they  had  discharged 
him  or  her  from  the  said  Hospital  or  Pest  House,  for  which  Certi- 
ficate the  Keeper  of  the  Pest  House  or  Trustees  of  the  Province 
Island  shall  have  and  receive  Six  Pence  and  no  more )  And  the 
Keeper  of  the  Pest  House  aforesaid  shall  keep  or  cause  to  be  kept 
a  Boolowherein  fair  Entry's  shall  be  made  of  all  Matters  and  Things 
relating  to  the  said  Hospital]. 

"  16th.  Pa.  12,  Last  Line.     Dele  that  whole  Line  and  insert. 
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"17th.  Pa.  13,  Line  9.  After  [Necessaries]  dele  [for]  and  in- 
sert [fitting  for  such].  Line  15.  Dele  [Two  Feet]  and  insert  [one 
Foot  nine  Inches].     Line  16.     Dele  [nine]  and  insert  [six]. 

"  18th.  Pa.  14,  Line  8.  Dele  [herein  after  appointed  or  his 
Deputy  or  Deputies]  and  add  [aforesaid  or  his  Deputy  ;  And  if  any 
of  the  Lodging  Places  or  Cabbins  shall  be  pulled  down  or  altered 
before  the  said  Health  Officer  or  his  Deputy  shall  have  viewed  and 
measured  the  same,  such  pulling  down  or  altering  shall  be  and  is 
hereby  declared  full  and  conclusive  Evidence  that  the  Lodging 
Places  or  Cabbins  so  pulled  down  or  altered  were  not  made  agree- 
able to  the  Directions  of  this  Act. 

"19th.  Pa.  15,  Line  8.     After  [every]  add  [such]. 

"20th.  Pa.  15,  Line  10th.  After  [any]  dele.  [Magistrate]  and 
insert  [the  Mayor,  Recorder,  or  any  Two  Aldermen  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia]. 

"21st.  Pa.  15,  Line  15.  After  [Province]  add  [And  Provided, 
That  due  Regard  shall  be  had  and  proper  Allowance  made  to  the 
Distress  and  Necessity  which  such  Master  or  Commander  may 
happen  to  have  been  under  of  putting  the  Passengers  and  Ships' 
Company  to  short  Allowance  where  his  Ship  or  Vessel  shall  hap- 
pen to  have  had  a  longer  Passage  than  ordinary,  to  wit,  of  fourteen 
Weeks  or  upwards. 

"22d.  Pa.  17,  Line  12.     Dele  [such]. 

"23d.  Pa.  17,  last  Line.  After  [shall]  dele  [be  obliged  to  make 
their]  and  insert  [perform]. 

"24th.  Pa.  18,  Line  18.     Dele  [such]. 

"25th.  Pa.  19,  Line  5.     Dele  [such]. 

"26th.  Pa.  20,  Line  14.  After  [being]  dele  [or  by  any  Two 
Justices  of  the  Peace  of  any  of  the  Counties  within  this  Province] 
and  insert  [or  by  the  Mayor  or  Recorder  or  any  Two  Aldermen  of 
the  City  of  Philadelphia]. 

r  "27th.  Pa.  20,  Line  18.     Dele  from  [hath]  in  the  18th  Line  to 
[aforesaid]  in  the  4th  Line  of. 

"28th.  Page  21,  Page  21,  both  inclusive,  and  in  place  thereof 
insert  [shall  have  been  discharged  from  the  said  Hospital  or  Pest- 
house,  and  shall  have  received  a  Certificate  from  the  Keeper  of  the 
Pesthouse  or  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  said  Province  Island  of  such 
his  or  her  discharge  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  directed]. 

"  29th.  Pa.  21,  Line  5.     Dele  [each]. 

"30th.  Pa.  21,  Line  Pa.  15,  12.  Dele  [or  alledged  he  or  she 
is]  and  insert  [and]. 

"31st.  Pa.  22,  Line  8.  Dele  from  [aforesaid]  to  the  End  of 
the  5th  Line  in  Page  26,  and  insert  [that  before  any  such  German 
or  other  Passengers  or  Servants  shall  be  suffered  to  land  withiu  this 
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Province,  the  Master  or  owner  of  such  Ship  or  Vessel  or  Importer 
of  such  Passengers  or  Servants  shall  enter  into  Bond  with  at  least 
one  good  Surety  to  the  Health  Officer  for  the  Time  being,  his  Ex- 
ecutors and  Administrators,  in  the  Penal  Sum  of  One  Hundred 
Pounds,  with  Condition  that  he  or  they  will  provide  or  cause  to  be 
provided  good  and  sufficient  Lodging,  Meat,  Drink,  Apparel,  and  in 
case  of  Sickness  proper  Physick  and  Attendance  for  every  Person 
imported  by  him  or  them  in  such  Ship  or  Vessel  until  disposed  of 
and  while  they  shall  remain  under  his  or  their  Charge  and  Care , 
And  that  such  Passengers  and  Servants  imported  by  him  or  them 
shall  not  become  burthensome  or  chargeable  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  City  of  Philadelphia  or  other  Township  or  Townships  within 
this  Province  by  begging  of  Alms,  wanting  Relief,  or  otherwise 
howsoever,  for  the  Space  of  one  Year  from  their  Importation  into 
this  Province.  And  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  afore* 
said,  That  in  case  any  of  the  said  Passengers  or  Servants  shall, 
notwithstanding  such  Bond  and  Engagement  of  such  Master  or  Im- 
porter of  them,  be  found  begging  of  Alms  or  otherwise  wanting 
Relief  in  this  Province  within  the  said  space  of  one  Year  from  their 
Importations,  that  then  the  Overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia  and  of  the  several  Townships  within  this  Province 
where  any  such  Passengers  or  Servants  shall  happen  to  be  found 
begging  and  wanting  Relief,  are  hereby  required  to  take  care  that 
they  shall  be  well  and  sufficiently  provided  with  proper  Meat,  Drink, 
Apparel,  and  Lodging,  and  not  suffered  to  beg  or  ask  Alms,  and 
in  case  of  Sickness  that  they  shall  be  provided  with  necessary  Phy- 
sick and  Attendance;  And  that  all  Moneys  and  Charges  to  be  ex- 
pended and  laid  out  by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  of  any  City  or 
Township  within  this  Province  in  the  Relief,  Subsistence^  Physick, 
and  other  Necessaries  for  any  such  Passengers  or  Servants,  shall  be 
repaid  to  the  said  Overseers  of  the  Poor  respectively  or  their  Suc- 
cessors, Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  such  City  or  Township  for  the 
Time  being,  by  the  Importer  of  such  Passengers  or  Servants,  or  the 
Master  or  owner  of  the  Ship  or  Vessel  in  which  such  Passengers  or 
Servants  were  imported,  together  with  Six  ^  Cent.  Interest  for  the 
same;  And  in  case  the  said  Importer  of  such  Passengers  or  Servants, 
or  the  Master  or  Owner  of  such  Ship  or  Vessel  or  other  Person  who 
shall  have  given  Bond  to  the  Health  Officer  as  aforesaid,  shall  refuse 
on  Demand  to  reimburse  and  pay  to  the  said  Overseers  or  their 
Successors  all  such  Moneys  so  as  aforesaid  to  be  by  them  expended 
and  laid  out  with  Six  f*  Cent.  Interest  for  the  same,  That  then  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  Overseer  of  the  Poor  and  their 
Successors  respectively,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  commence  and  prosecute  with  Effect  in  any  Court  of 
Record  within  this  Province  where  the  same  shall  be  cognizable  one 
or  more  Suit  or  Suits  at  Law,  as  Occasion  may  require,  upon  the 
Bond  so  to  be  given  the  Health  Officer  as  hereinbefore  directed  in 
the  name  of  such  Health  Officer  to  whom  such  Bond  shall  be  given, 
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his  Executors  or  Administrators,  for  the  Recovery  of  the  Money  so 
to  be  expended  by  the  said  Overseers  respectively  with  Six  ^  Cent. 
Interest  for  the  same. 

"32d.  Pa.  26,  Line  10.     Dele  [and  other  Necessaries]. 

"  33d.  "  "  Line  14.  After  [other]  add  [Excepting  Parents 
for  their  young  Children  under  the  Age  of  Fourteen  Years,  Hus- 
bands for  their  Wives,  and  Masters  being  Mechanicks  for  their 
indented  Apprentices,  And  unless  the  Person  or  Persons  entring 
into  such  Bond  for  the  Passages  or  Freights  of  each  other  shall 
duly  sign  and  seal  the  same  with  the  Approbation  and  in  the  Pre- 
sence of  some  one  Magistrate  of  the  City  or  County  where  such  Bond 
shall  be  given,  who  shall  attest  the  same. 

"34th.  Pa.  26,  Line  14.  Dele  the  last  Line  of  Page  26,  ail  27, 
28  (and  leaving  out  the  Rider),  29,  30,  31,  and  to  the  End  of  the 
4th  Line  in  Page  32. 

"35th.  Pa.  32,  Line  8.  After  [otherwise]  dele  [directed  shall 
be  recovered  by  the  Provincial  Treasurer,  one  half  to  the  Trustees 
of  Province  Island]  and  in  Place  thereof  insert  [appropriated  shall 
(after  all  reasonable  Charges  and  Expences  of  recovering  the  same 
deducted)  be  applied  and  paid  as  follows,  that  is  to  say  :  One-Third 
Part  thereof  to  and  for  the  Use  of  the  Health  Officer  for  the  Time 
Being,  One-Third  Part  thereof  to  and  for  the  Use  of  the  Informer 
who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  and  the  other  Third  Part  thereof  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  Province  Island  aforesaid  for  the  Time  being]. 

"  3Cth.  Pa.  7,  Lines  12  &  13.  Dele  [and  the  other  half  to  the  In- 
former] and  in  Place  thereof  insert  [and  Sallaries  of  the  Keeper  and 
Servants  of  the  said  Pest  House,  Furniture,  and  other  necessary  Uses 
thereof]. 

"  37th.  Pa.  7,  Lines  12  &  13.  Dele  Two  last  Lines  of  Page.  32, 
all  33,  and  to  the  End  of  the  3d  Line  of  Page  34,  and  in  Place 
thereof  insert  [And  he  it  enacted  hi/  the  Authority  a/orcs1-'  that  the 
Health  Officer  aforesaid  for  the  Time  being  shall  have  and  receive 
for  every  such  German  or  other  Passenger  or  Servant  imported  into 
this  Province  after  the  Publication  of  this  Act  the  Sum  of  Six 
Pence,  to  be  paid  by  the  Merchant  or  Importer  of  such  Passengers 
and  Servants,  and  to  be  recovered  in  case  of  Refusal  by  Warrant 
from  any  one  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  same  manner  as  Debts 
under  Forty  Shillings  are  recovered  in  this  Province].'7 

Then  the  Governor  laid  before  the  Board  a  Bill  entituled  u  An 
Act  to  prevent  the  Exportation  of  Provisions,  Naval  or  Warlike 
Stores  from  this  Province  to  Cape  Breton  or  to  any  other  the  Do- 
minions of  the  Frcnth  King  or  Places  at  present  in  Possession  of 
any  of  bis  Subjects/7  which  was  read  and  agreed  to  except  that  Para- 
graph which  excepts  Boats  and  small  Craft  carrying  Provision  to 
and  from  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  which  is  proposed  to  be  left  out, 
and  the  Act  in  Force  to  be  continued  for  a  longer  Term. 
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On  considering  the  Minutes  of  Council  of  Yesterday  the  following 
Message  was  wrote  and  sent  to  the  House,  together  with  Copies  of 
Indian  Minutes  of  the  20th  and  24th  of  December  last  and  those  of 

Yesterday : 

A  Message  from  the   Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
u  Gentlemen : 

"  Scarrooyady  coming  to  Town  without  an  Interpreter  I  sent  for 
Mr.  Weiser,  and  Yesterday  received  from  this  Chief  an  Account  of 
his  Proceedings  in  the  Discharge  of  the  several  Matters  committed 
to  his  Care  by  the  Ohio  Indians  and  the  Governments  of  Virginia, 
Maryland,  and  this  Province,  which,  together  with  what  passed 
when  he  was  last  here  in  his  way  to  the  Six  Nations,  will  be  laid 
before  You  by  the  Secretary. 

"  So  much  depends  on  the  Disposition  and  Measures  of  the  In- 
dians at  this  Time  that  I  must  earnestly  recommend  it  to  You  to 
make  Provision  for  the  ensuing  Treaty,  as  well  as  to  enable  me  to 
take  proper  Notice  of  this  Chief  who  is  so  hearty  in  our  Interest, 
and  of  the  young  Men  he  has  brought  along  with  him  in  order  to  be 
employed  in  some  Services  which  he  says  are  of  Importance  to  the 
general  Cause. 

"  It  will  readily  occur  to  You  that  the  several  Western  Indians 
who  wish  well  to  the  English  Interest  wait  with  Impatience  for  the 
Return  of  this  Chief,  and  will  form  their  Measures  according  to  the 
Report  which  he  shall  make  to  them  of  our  Treatment  of  them,  for 
which  Reason  it  will  be  of  the  last  Consequence  that  this  Chief  and 
these  young  Men  go  from  Us  well  cloathed  and  perfectly  well 
pleased. 

"  ROBT-  H.  MORRIS. 

«  April  1,  1755." 


A  Bill  entituled  "  An  Act  for  Striking  the  Sum  of  Twenty-Five 
Thousand  Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  and  giving  the  same  to  the 
King's  Use,  and  for  providing  a  Fund  to  sink  the  Bills  so  to  be 
emitted/7  was  read,  and  the  following  Message  to  the  Assembly  was 
drawn  up  and  agreed  to  : 
tl  Gentlemen — 

"Your  Bill  for  striking  Twenty-Five  Thousand  Pounds  being 
contrary  to  his  Majesty's  Instructions  relating  to  Paper  Money,  and 
of  the  same  Nature  with  the  Bill  I  refused  my  Assent  to  the  last 
Sitting  of  Assembly,  I  cannot  pass  it  into  a  Law  without  a  Breach 
of  Duty  to  the  Crown,  and  I  am  concerned  that  You  should  offer 
such  a  Bill  to  me  when  You  had  agreed  to  submit  the  Dispute  be- 
tween Us  upon  one  of  the  like  Kind  to  his  Majesty. 

"  As  this  is  a  Time  of  imminent  Danger,  and  the  Forces  raised 
and  destined  for  the  Service  of  the  Colonies  must  wait  the  Supplies 
from  this  Province,  I  again  entreat  You  to  fall  upon  some  other 
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Method  of  raising  Money  that  We  may  not  loose  this  happy  Oppor- 
tunity of  recovering  his  Majesty's  Dominions  now  invaded  by  the 
Subjects  of  the  French  King,  and  preventing  their  unjust  En- 
croachments for  the  future. 

"  But  if  these  repeated  Recommendations  of  so  reasonable  a 
Supply  shall  fail  of  the  desired  Effect,  and  any  ill  Consequences 
should  attend  it,  his  Majesty  and  his  Ministers,  a  British  Parlia- 
ment, your  own  Constituents,  and  the  neighbouring  Governments, 
will  be  at  no  Loss  on  whom  the  lay  the  Blame. 

"  ROBT-  H.  MORRIS. 

"Aprill,  1755." 


MEMORANDUM. 

On  the  Third  of  April  Two  Members  waited  upon  the  Governor 
and  acquainted  him  that  the  House  desired  him  to  return  their  Bill 
for  striking  Twenty-Five  Thousand  Pounds  for  the  King's  Use.  The 
Oovr-  informed  them  that  He  found  that  Bill  to  be  of  so  extraordi- 
nary a  Nature  that  he  thought  his  Duty  required  him  to  lay  it  be- 
fore his  Majesty,  and  accordingly  for  that  Purpose  he  should  keep  it. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Saturday,  5th  April,  1755. 

present : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

,  John  Penn,        ")  ™ 
Richard  Penn,    \  Es(luires- 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Governor  informed  the  Council  that  he  had  received  the  Day 
before  yesterday  Intelligence  of  the  French  having  fitted  out  Fifteen 
Sail  of  Line  of  Battle  Ships,  and  sent  in  them  Six  Thousand  Land 
Forces,  and  that  they  were  destinated  for  North  America,  and  he 
had  thereupon  sent  the  following  Message  to  the  Assembly : 

(i  Gentlemen — 

"I  have  received  Intelligence  that  the  French  have  fitted  out 
fifteen  Sail  of  Line  of  Battle  Ships,  with  which  they  are  sending 
Six  Thousand  Land  Forces;  and  tho'  the  King's  Ministers  are 
informed  of  the  general  Destination  of  this  Armament  for  North 
America,  yet  the  particular  Place  they  intend  to  make  a  Descent 
upon  is  still  a  Secret.  But  as  they  have  already  gained  a  Footing 
and  have  a  Body  of  Troops  on  the  Back  of  this  Province,  and  can- 
not be  ignorant  of  the  defenceless  State  of  this  plentiful  Colony. 
vol.  vi. — 23. 
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there  is  too  much  Reason  to  fear  that  their  Designs  may  be  against 

Us. 

"  I  think  it,  therefore,  my  Duty,  Gentlemen,  to  call  upon  You  to 
enable  me  to  put  this  Province  into  a  Posture  of  Defence  by  estab- 
lishing a  regular  Militia,  and  providing  the  necessary  Stores  of 
War. 

"ROBERT  H.  MORRIS. 

"Aprils,  1755." 

The  German  Bill  was  returned  to  the  Governor  with  a  Message 
that  the  House  had  agreed  to  sundry  of  his  proposed  Amendments, 
and  desired  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  pass  the  same  as  it  now 
stands )  but  as,  upon  looking  into  the  Paper  delivered  by  the  House, 
he  saw  the  principal  ones  were  not  agreed  to,  he  gave  them  no 
Answer,  and  said  he  saw  no  Use  in  altercating  this  Matter  at  this 
Time. 


The  Assembly's  Answer  to  the   Gove7-nor'  s  proposed  Amendments  to 
the  German  Bill. 

"Bill— Page  1,  2,  3,  &  Part  of  4,  to  the  word  accountable.  The 
House  agree  to  insert  so  much  of  the  Governor's  Amendments  (Page 
1,  2,  3,  &  4  to  the  Word  accountable),  so  far  as  the  Proviso  in  the 
said  Amendments  relates  to  his  Majesty's  Ships  of  War,  viz. :  Begin- 
ning with  the  Word  [Provided]. 

"  (Amendm*-  No.  1 ).  Line  21,  Page  2,  and  ending  with  the  word 
[Distempers]  Line  27.  For  the  Rest  the  House  adhere  to  the 
Bill. 

"  Page  5  &  6.  After  the  Word  [aforesaid]  add  [or  in  case  of  his 
absence  from  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  or  any  two  Aldermen  of  the 
City  of  Philadelphia]. 

"  (AmendnV-  2).  Pa.  5,  L.  13.  Agreed  to  the  Governor's  Amend- 
ment. 

"  (Amendm*-  3).  Pa.  5,  L.  17.  Agreed  to  the  Governor's  Amend- 
ment. 

"  (Amendm'-  4).  P.  6,  L.  12.  Adhere  to  the  Bill  in  the  first 
Part  of  this  Amendment  and  agree  to  insert  [<  with  the  names  of  all 
such  Persons']. 

"  (5).  Pa.  7,  L.  1.     Agree  to  this  Amendment. 

"(6).  L.  12  &  13.  Agree  to  the  addition  of  the  Words  ['and 
Report  of  the  said  Physicians  and  Health  Officer  or  either  of  them'] 
but  let  the  Words  [or  otherwise]  stand  as  in  the  Bill. 

"  (7).  Page  7,  8.  Agree  to  add  the  Amendment  after  the  Word 
[Being]  P.  7,  and  the  rest  stand  as  in  the  Bill. 

"  (8,  9).  Page  7,  8.     Adhere  to  the  Bill. 


"(10). 

P. 

9 ,] 

L  " 

L4. 

-(11). 

P. 

10, 

L. 

5. 

the  Bill  s 

tand  as  it 

is. 

"(12). 

P. 

10, 

L. 

6. 

"(13). 

P. 

10, 

L. 

16. 

"(14). 

P. 

10, 

L. 

18. 

«(15). 

P. 

11, 

12). 

"  (16). 

P. 

12, 

L. 

ult 

"(17). 

P. 

13, 

L. 

9. 

"(17). 

P. 

13, 

L. 

15. 

"(17). 

P. 

13, 

L. 

16. 

"(18). 

P. 

14, 

L. 

8. 
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Adhere  to  the  Bill. 

Add  the  Governor's  Amendment  and  let 

Adhere  to  the  Bill. 

Adhere  to  the  Bill. 

Adhere  to  the  Bill. 
Adhere  to  the  Bill. 
.     Adhere  to  the  Bill. 
Agree  to  the  Amendment. 

Agree  to  the  Amendment. 

Agree  to  the  Amendment. 

We  do  not  agree  to  the  Dele,  But  agree 
to  the  Amendment  from  the  Words  [and  if]  2d  Line  of  the  said 
Amendment  to  the  Word  [Act]  at  the  End  of  the  said  amendment 
(No.  18). 

"(19).  P.  15,  L.  8.     Agreed  to  Amendment. 

"  (20).  P.  15,  L.  10.     Adhere  to  the  Bill. 

"  (21).  P.  15,  L.  15.  Agree  to  the  Amendment  and  add  after 
the  Words  [or  upwards]  '  from  the  last  Port.' 

"  (22).  Page  17,  L.  12.     Agreed  to. 

"  (23).  Page  17,  L.  Ult.     Agreed  to. 

"  (24).  Page  18,  L,  18.     Agreed  to. 

"  (25).  Page  19,  L.  5.     Agreed  to. 

"  (26).  Page  20,  L.  14.  Add  the  Amendment  to  the  Bill  as  it 
stands. 

"  (27,  28).  P.  20,  21.     Adhere  to  the  Bill. 

"  (29).  P.  21,  L.  5.     Agreed  to. 

"  (30).  P.  21,  12.     Agreed  to. 

"  (31).  P.  22,  L.  8  to  P.  26,  L.  5.     Adhere  to  the  Bill. 

"  (32).  P.  26,  L.  10.     Agreed  to. 

"  (33).  P.  26,  L.  14.  After  [other]  add  <  Excepting  Parents  for 
their  young  Children  under  the  Age  of  Fourteen  Years,  and  Hus- 
bands for  their  Wives ;  Provided  always,  That  the  Person  or  Per- 
sons cntring  into  such  Bond  or  Bonds  for  the  said  Passages  or 
Freights  shall  duly  sign  and  seal  the  same  with  the  Approbation 
and  in  the  Presence  of  some  one  Magistrate  of  the  City  or  County, 
within  this  Province,  where  such  Bond  or  Bonds  shall  be  given, 
who  shall  attest  the  same/ 

"  (34).  From  last  Line  P.  26  to  line  4,  P.  32;  including  Kider. 
Adhere  to  the  Bill. 

"  (35).  P.  32,  L.  8.     Adhere  to  the  Bill. 
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"  (36).  P.  32,  L.  12,  33.     Adhere  to  the  Bill. 
"  (37).  From  P.  32  to  L.  3,  P.  34.     Adhere  to  the  Bill 
"  April  4,  1754,  P.  M." 

The  Bill  to  prevent  the  Exportation  of  Provisions  and  naval  or 
warlike  Stores  to  the  French  having  been  engrossed  with  the  Al- 
terations agreed  on  and  compared  by  a  Member  of  Council  and  a 
Member  of  the  House,  the  Governor  sent  the  Secretary  with  a 
Message  that  he  was  ready  to  receive  the  House  in  order  to  pass 
the  same  into  a  Law ;  and  the  Speaker  attending  with  the  House 
the  same  was  enacted  into  a  Law,  and  a  Warrant  sign'd  to  affix  the 
Great  Seal  to  it,  and  Mr.  Peters  was  desired  to  see  it  fixed,  and  the 
act  lodged  in  the  Recorder's  Office. 

The  Governor  and  Council  were  informed  that  there  was  found 
among  John  Kinsey's  Papers  the  Lords  Justices'  Approbation  of 
eleven  Pennsylvania  Acts,  bearing  Date  the  twenty-ninth  of  Octo- 
ber, 1748,  one  of  which  was  an  Act  for  granting  Five  Thousand 
Pounds  to  the  King's  Use  out  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  now  remain- 
ing in  the  Hands  of  the  Trustees  of  the  G-eneral  Loan  Office  for 
exchanging  torn  and  rasped  Bills,  and  for  striking  the  like  Sum  to 
replace  in  their  Hands,  passed  the  twenty-fourth  of  June,  1746. 
It  is  supposed  that  it  was  sent  by  the  agent  to  Mr.  Kinsey  in 
order  to  be  given  to  Governor  Hamilton  to  be  enter' d  in  the  Council 
minutes,  but  he  had  neglected  to  do  it,  and  therefore  Mr.  Hamilton 
not  seeing  it  in  the  Minutes  had  taken  it  for  granted  that  the  act 
was  not  ratified,  and  accordingly  mentioned  it  in  one  of  his  Messages 
to  the  Assembly  as  never  offered  to  the  Lords  Justices  nor  approved 
by  them,  and  the  present  Governor  had  said  the  same  Thing;  but 
now  the  Notification  of  the  Approbation  being  discovered,  it  was 
inspected  and  ordered  to  be  entered,  and  is  as  follows : 

"  At  the  Council  Chamber,  Whitehall,  the  29th  Day  of  October, 
1748. 

" present: 

"  Their  Excellencies  the  Lords  Justices. 
"  Mr.  Vice  Chamberlain,  "  Duke  of  Bedford, 

"Lord  Chancellor,  "Lord  Chief  Justice  Willes, 

"  Lord  President,  "  George  Dodington,  Esqr., 

"  Earl  of  Harrington,  "  William  Pitt,  Esq. 

"  Lord  Privy  Seal,  "  Henry  Pelham,  Esq. 

"  Whereas,  in  Pursuance  of  the  Powers  granted  to  the  Proprieta- 
ries of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  by  Letters  patent  under  the 
Great  Seal,  the  Deputy  Governor,  Council,  and  Assembly  of  the  said 
Province  did  in  1744, 1745, 1746,  and  1747,  pass  several  Acts  which 
have  been  transmitted,  Eleven  whereof  are  entituled  as  follow,  viz'-: 

"  1.  '  An  Act  for  the  new  Appointment  of  Trustees  of  the  Gene- 
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ral  Loan  Office  of  Pennsylvania,  and  for  making  current  Ten  Thou- 
sand Pounds  in  new  Bills  of  Credit,  to  exchange  such  of  those  now 
by  Law  current  as  are  torn  and  defaced,  passed  the  26th  of  May, 
1744/ 

"  2.  '  An  Act  for  re-emitting  and  continuing  the  Loan  of  the  Bills 
of  credit  of  this  Province,  passed  the  7th  of  May,  1745/ 

"3.  '  An  Act  for  granting  Five  Thousand  Pounds  to  the  King's 
Use  out  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  now  remaining  in  the  Hands  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  General  Loan  Office,  for  exchanging  torn  and  ragged 
Bills,  and  for  striking  the  like  Sum  to  replace  in  their  Hands/ 
passed  the  24th  of  June,  1746. 

"  4.  '  An  Act  for  the  speedy  Trial  of  Capital  Offences  committed 
by  any  Indian  or  Indians  in  the  remote  Parts  of  the  Province/ 
passed  the  19th  of  October,  1744. 

■"  5.  '  An  Act  for  erecting  a  House  of  Correction  and  a  Work- 
house in  the  Borough  of  Bristol,  in  the  County  of  Bucks,  and  for 
raising  of  Money  on  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Borough  for  the 
publick  Use  and  Benefit  thereof/  passed  the  7th  of  March,  1745. 

"6.  'An  Act  for  amending  the  several  Acts  for  electing  Mem- 
bers of  Assembly,  passed  the  7th  of  March,  1745.' 

"7.  'An  Act  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  Recovery  of  small 
Debts,  passed  the  7th  of  March,  1745/ 

"8.  'A  supplementary  Act  to  the  Act  entituled  'An  Act  for 
preventing  the  exportation  of  Bread  and  Flour  not  merchantable, 
passed  the  7th  of  March,  1745.' 

"  9.  '  An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  suppressing  prophane  cursing 
and  Swearing,  passed  the  7th  of  March,  1745/ 

"  10.  *  A  Supplement  to  the  Act  entituled  '  An  Act  for  erecting 
Houses  of  Correction  and  Work-houses  in  the  respective  Counties/ 
and  to  the  Act  entituled  *  An  Act  to  enable  Jeremiah  Langhorne, 
&CiU'  to  build  a  Court  House  in  the  County  of  Bucks,  passed  the 
7th  of  March,  1745/ 

"  11.  'An  Act  for  the  Continuence  of  an  Act  entituled  'An  Act 
for  the  better  securing  the  City  of  Philadelphia  from  the  Danger  of 
Gunpowder,  passed  the  8th  of  May,  1747/ 

"  '  Their  Excellencies  the  Lords  Justices  this  Day  took  the  said 
Acts  into  Consideration,  and  having  received  the  Opinion  of  the 
Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  and  also  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Lords  of  his  Majesty's  most  Honourable  Privy  Coun- 
cil thereupon,  are  hereby  pleased  to  declare  their  Approbation  of 
the  said  Acts  ;  and  pursuant  to  their  Excellencies  Pleasure  there- 
upon expressed  the  said  acts  are  hereby  confirmed,  finally  enacted, 
and  ratified  accordingly — Whereof  the  Deputy  Governor,  Council, 
and  Assembly  of  the  said  Province,  and  all  others  whom  it  may 
concern,  are  to  take  notice  and  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

« <W.  SHARP.' M 
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MEMORANDUM. 

Governor  Shirley  and  Governor  Delancey  came  to  town  in  their 
"Way  to  General  Braddock,  and  the  Governor  determining  to  accom- 
pany them  He  acquainted  the  House  with  his  Intention  in  the 
following  Message : 

"  Gentlemen : 

"  I  expect  Governor  Shirley  and  Governor  Delancey  in  Town  this 
Evening  in  their  Way  to  Annapolis  to  meet  General  Braddock, 
Governor  Dinwiddie,  and  Governor  Sharpe,  whither  I  propose  to 
accompany  them.  I  imagine  they  will  chuse  to  go  forward  early  to- 
morrow morning  as  the  affairs  We  are  called  together  upon  will 
admit  of  no  Delay. 

u  I  think  it  necessary  to  notify  this  to  You  and  reccomend  it  to 
you  to  make  a  short  adjournment,  as  it  is  very  probable  that  I  shall 
have  several  Matters  to  lay  before  you  upon  my  Return. 

"BOB'T.H.  MOBEIS. 

"April  8,  1755." 

The  Governor  having  received  a  Letter  from  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Spangenberg  at  Bethlehem  that  some  Sasquehannah  Indians  were 
on  their  Road  from  Wyomink  to  pay  a  Visit  to  the  Government,  he 
ordered  the  Secretary  to  lay  the  Letter  before  the  Assembly,  that 
Provision  might  be  made  for  them  in  his  Absence. 

A  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  Mr.  Spangenberg. 
"  May  it  please  your  Honour  : 

"  Having  been  informed  by  a  Messenger  from  on  the  Mahony 
that  a  certain  Embassy  of  Indians  dwelling  on  the  Sasquehannah 
are  daily  expected  there,  who  intend  to  go  by  Way  of  Bethlehem  to 
Philadelphia.  Whatever  their  Business  may  be  I  cannot  tell  but 
thought  it  my  Duty  to  acquaint  your  Honour  of  it,  that  We  might 
know  your  Honour's  Pleasure  in  what  manner  to  treat  them,  and  to 
receive  by  Mr.  Horsefield,  who  comes  with  this  to  wait  upon  your 
Honour,  the  Governor's  Commands  in  this  Affair,  will  oblige  very 
much, 

"  Your  Honour's  most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

«  SPANGENBERG,  mpp. 
"  Bethlehem,  April  4th,  1755." 


Scarrooyady  was  presented  to  Governor  Shirley  and  Governor 
Delancey  in  a  private  Conversation  with  the  Governor.  He  made 
heavy  Complaints  that  the  Indians  which  he  brought  from  the 
Country  of  the  Six  Nations  in  order  to  serve  the  Governm'-  were 
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naked,  and  he  should  be  ashamed  to  carry  them  with  him  to 
Aucgquick  in  so  miserable  a  Condition ;  and  if  they  should  be  per- 
mitted to  go  so  bare  to  Aucgquick  it  would  prejudice  the  Indians 
there  mightily  against  the  People  of  Pennsylvania,  whereupon 
the  Governor  sent  a  verbal  Message  by  the  Secretary  in  these 
Words : 

u  The  Governor  commands  me  to  inform  the  House  that  the 
Indians  express  much  Dissatisfaction,  and  say  their  young  Men  are 
ashamed  to  go  naked  thro'  their  Brethren's  Country,  and  show 
themselves  among  their  People  at  Aughquick  without  Clothes.  He 
further  recommends  it  to  the  House  to  send  a  careful  Man  with 
them  at  least  one  Day's  Journey,  and  that  they  give  to  Scarrooyady 
a  sufficient  Sum  to  defray  their  Expences  in  their  Journey  to 
Aughquick." 

On  the  Ninth  April  the  Assembly  sent  the  following  Message  to 
the  Governor  and  at  the  same  Time  acquainted  him  that  the  House 
proposed  to  adjourn  to  the  Twelfth  of  May  next;  he  told  them  that 
this  was  rather  too  long  a  Time,  but  he  would  call  them  sooner  if  any 
Thing  should  be  done  with  the  General  to  make  their  Meeting  be- 
fore the  Twelfth  necessary  : 

A  Message  to  the   Governor  from  the  Assembly. 
"May  it  please  the  Governor: 

"As  the  Season  of  the  Year  is  now  favourable,  and  the  Time 
when  the  Indians  ought  to  plant  their  Corn,  We  hope  the  heavy 
Charges  We  have  sustained  for  supporting  them  through  the  Win- 
ter are  nearly  over;  Nevertheless,  as  We  are  unwilling  to  leave 
them  entirely  beyond  our  Notice,  We  are  of  Opinion  it  may  be  ad- 
visable to  settle  the  Indians  from  Aughquick  and  such  Others  as  may 
continue  to  take  Refuge  among  Us,  upon  their  own  Lands  at  French 
Town,  where  there  is,  as  our  Interpreter  informs  Us,  a  considerable 
Quantity  of  cleared  Land,  formerly  an  Indian  Settlement.  Here 
they  might  plant  their  Corn  and  hunt  towards  their  own  Subsistence, 
and  occasionally  apply  to  this  Government  for  Help  in  Cases  of  real 
Necessity.  But  as  our  Treasury  in  exhausted  by  the  immediate 
Calls  of  the  Crown  in  Support  of  the  British  Interest  in  North 
America,  We  are  not  able  to  assist  them  in  the  Manner  We  could 
wish  and  desire;  and  what  we  can  do  must  be  conducted  with  Jus- 
tice &  Frugality. 

"The  Governor  has  been  pleased  to  recommend  to  Us  particularly 
to  make  Provision  for  the  ensuing  Treaty,  and  to  enable  him  to  take 
proper  notice  of  Scarrooyady  and  the  young  Men  he  has  brought 
along  with  him;  We  shall  provide  for  this  Chief  and  the  young  Men 
to  their  Satisfaction.  But  as  this  is  the  first  Time  We  have  beard 
of  the  Treaty,  and  the  Governor  has  not  been  pleased  to  lay  before 
Us  the  Necessity  of  such  a  Treaty  or  the  Matters  to  be  treated  o( 
when  there,  We  presume  lie  will  not  expect  any  immediate  Resolves 
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of  this  House  till  he  shall  be  pleased  to  communicate  such  further 
Information  on  that  Head  as  he  may  judge  necessary. 
"  Sign'd  by  Order  of  the  House. 

"ISAAC  NORMS,  Speaker. 
"In  Assembly;  April  9,  1755." 


At  a  Council  in  the  Council  Chamber  at  the  State  House,  Mon- 
day the  14th  April,  1755. 

PRESENT  I 

Robert  Strettell, 

Benjamin  Shoemaker, 

Lawrence  Growden,        >  Esquires. 

Joseph  Turner, 

William  Logan, 

Packsenosa,  a  King  of  the  Shawonese. 
Tatenscung,  or  Honest  John,  a  Sachem  of  the  Delawares. 
Mamalatasecung,  or  Abraham,  a  Sachem  of  the  Mohiccons. 
Maseecheinen,  a  Sachem  of  the  Delawares. 
Tepeschawaunk,  a  Sachem  of  the  Delawares. 
Gootaneeke,  a  Sachem  of  the  Mohickons. 
Waghoolalenun  or  Jo,  the  Interpreter. 
Scarrooyady,  a  Sachem  of  the  Six  nations. 
John  Davison,  the  English  Interpreter. 

The  President  acquainted  the  Indians  that  the  Governor  being 
absent  the  Council  represented  him  and  bid  them  welcome,  and  in 
order  to  wipe  the  Tears  from  their  Eyes  and  clear  their  Throats,  and 
that  they  might  open  their  Hearts  freely  and  without  Deceit  or  Dis- 
guise deliver  what  they  had  to  say,  they  gave  them  a  string  of 
Wampum. 

Gave  a  String. 

Tatenscung  in  answer  said  : 

"  Brethren — 

"  It  having  been  always  the  Custom  of  our  Grandfathers  and  Us 
on  our  meeting  our  dear  Brothers  the  English  to  have  the  House 
Where  We  sit  in  Council  swept  and  cleaned  out,  I  have,  therefore, 
brought  this  small  Wing  with  me  to  sweep  clean  the  House." 

Gave  a  String. 

"  But  as  the  Wind  blows  the  Dust  into  your  Eyes  and  Ears  I 
have  brought  a  fine  soft  Cloth  to  wipe  it  away  that  you  may  see 
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your  Brothers  clearly  and  hear  the  better  what  they  have  to  say  to 
you." 

Gave  a  Striug. 
"  Dear  Brothers : 

"  You  sent  Us  about  a  Year  ago  by  Conrad  Weiser  or  his  Son  a 
String  of  Wampum  to  let  Us  know  that  it  was  a  long  Time  since 
You  had  seen  Us,  and  that  You  were  afraid  our  Hearts  were  estranged 
or  changed  from  You  and  that  the  Chain  of  Friendship  was  grown 
rusty,  and  to  desire  that  When  any  Thing  scared  or  troubled  Us  We 
should  make  You  acquainted  with  it,  and  to  assure  Us  that  You 
would  be  always  glad  to  see  Us  and  to  assist  Us,  and  We  are  now 
come  to  acquaint  You  that  our  Hearts  and  Affections  remain  still 
the  same  towards  You  and  to  brighten  the  Chain  with  You." 

Gave  Three  Strings  of  Wampum. 

And  then  proceeded : 
"  Dear  Brothers — 

"  We  are  now  come  down  to  see  You  and  have  a  great  deal  more 
to  say  to  You,  but  being  wearied  with  our  Journey  desire  You  will 
appoint  a  Time  when  You  will  hear  Us." 

Gave  Four  Strings  of  Wampum. 

The  President  then  desired  to  know  whether  they  came  to  speak 
to  them  of  Matters  relating  to  the  War  or  about  Land  Affairs,  and 

Gave  a  String  of  Wampum. 

Teedyuscung  Tatenscung  answered  that  they  had  no  particular 
Business,  but  that  as  it  is  now  a  long  Time  since  the  Covenant  of 
Friendship  settled  with  their  Grandfathers  by  old  William  Penn  was. 
brightened,  they  come  down  to  renew  it  with  Us,  and  being  much 
tired  desire  they  may  have  Time  to  rest  them  till  the  day  after  to- 
morrow before  they  meet  the  Council  again. 


At  a  Council  at  the  State  House  Wednesday  the  Sixteenth  of 
April,  1755. 

present : 
llobert  Strettell,  Joseph  Turner,  ") 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  William  Logan,  [  Esquires. 

Lawrence  Growdon,  j 

The  same  Indians  and  Interpreters  as  before. 

The  President  let  the  Indians  know  that  the  Council  was  ready 
to  hear  what  they  had  farther  to  say. 

Tatenscung  spoke  as  follows : 
"Brethren: 

"  We  came  from  Wyomink  by  the  Road  which  our  Uncles  the 
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Six  Nations  had  made  clear  and  open  for  Us  to  our  Brethren  the 
English. 

"Our  Uncles  had  kindled  a  Fire  for  Us  (by  Covenant  made  with 
our  Brothers  the  English)  in  the  middle  of  that  Boad ;  that  when 
We  got  up  in  a  morning  We  heard  great  Storms  of  Wind  blow, 
but  looking  up  the  Boad  towards  our  Uncles  We  saw  them  sitting 
with  their  Doors  open,  and  in  like  manner  looking  towards  our 
Brothers  the  English  had  the  Satisfaction  to  see  them  in  the  same 
peaceable  and  quiet  State." 

Grave  a  String  of  Wampum. 
"Brethren: 

"  The  Covenant  of  Friendship  made  by  our  Fathers  and  Grand- 
fathers and  their  Uncles  the  Six  Nations  with  the  English,  is  bound 
so  fast  by  a  Chain  about  our  arms  that  let  happen  what  will-We 
will  not  break  loose,  but  be  united  and  stand  firm  to  each  other 
forever." 

Gave  a  String. 

"  Brethren : 

"We  are  now  come  to  rub  the  Chain  with  Beaver  Stone  Oil,  in 
order  that  it  might  remain  bright  and  without  Bust  forever." 

Gave  a  Belt  of  Wampum. 

"We  now  desire  that  the  Chain  may  be  held  fast  at  one  End  by 
Our  Brothers  the  English,  and  at  the  other  End  by  our  Uncles  the 
Six  Nations,  and  We  Ourselves  will  hold  fast  the  middle  of  the 
Chain,  and  that  all  may  mutually  continue  to  hold  it  fast,  and  that 
they  and  We  may  recommend  it  to  their  and  our  Young  men,  War- 
riors, Women,  and  Posterity  likewise,  to  hold  it  fast  for  ever, 

"  We  give  this  Belt  of  Wampum. 
"Brethren: 

"As  you  are  at  one  End  of  the  Boad,  our  Uncles  at  the  otherr 
and  We  Ourselves  are  seated  in  the  middle,  if  any  mischief  or  Dis- 
turbance should  arise,  whether  before  or  behind,  We  shall  all  be 
ready  to  see  it  and  join  to  assist  and  stand  by  each  other." 

Gave  a  string. 

"  Ever  since  the  Covenant  of  Friendship  was  settled  between  our 
Uncles,  Us,  and  You,  the  Sun  has  always  rose  clear  and  so  con- 
tinued its  course  to  its  Setting,  excepting  now  and  then  a  small 
Cloud  has  appeared  in  the  sky,  but  has  soon  been  dissipated,  and 
we  have  continued  to  eat,  drink,  and  sleep  in  Peace  and  Quietness, 
which  has  always  greatly  rejoiced  our  Hearts." 

Gave  a  String. 

"  The  Covenant  of  Friendship  between  our  and  your  Grand- 
fathers has  grown  up  like  a  Child  to  manhood  and  so  endured  to  the 
End  of  Life,  and  has  continued  from  Generation  to  Generation; 
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and  tho'  our  and  your  young  Men  may  play  together  and  sometimes 
hurt  one  another,  yet  You  and  We,  the  old  People,  should  not  re- 
gard it  but  continue  good  Friends. " 

Gave  a  String. 

And  then  producing  another  String  said,  "  This  String  is  to  sig- 
nify our  earnest  Desire  that  both  You  and  We  should  recommend 
to  our  young  People  to  continue  this  firm  Friendship  and  to  be 
always  of  one  Heart  and  Mind  to  the  End  of  the  World. " 

Gave  a  String. 

"  We  are  now  come  to  meet  you  in  Council,  and  have  brought 
with  Us  some  of  the  same  good  Tobacco  that  your  and  our  and  Our 
Uncles  Grandfathers  used  to  smoak  together  in  order  to  smoak  a 
Pipe  with  Us;  and  whilst  You  are  smoaking  it  to  look  up  that 
Road  and  see  our  Uncles  at  the  End  of  it,  and  Us  sitting  at  Peace 
in  the  middle  and  holding  fast  the  Chain  of  Friendship  subsisting 
between  Us;  and  if  whilst  You  are  smoaking  the  Pipe  You  should 
hear  any  Birds  chattering  or  making  a  noise,  We  desire  You  would 
not  listen  to  or  regard  them." 

Gave  a  String. 
"  Brethren: 

u  Tho'  our  Uncles  have  made  Women  of  Us,  yet  in  time  to  come 
We  may  have  children,  who  when  born  may  look  up  and  see  the 
Sun  and  Sky  clear  and  the  Road  open  between  Us  and  You ;  and 
We  will  advise  them  to  take  and  always  continue  to  hold  fast  by 
the  middle  of  that  Chain  as  their  ancestors  have  done  before  them." 

Gave  a  String. 

"  We  are  now  come  to  clear  away  all  Stumps  and  Stones  out  of 
the  Road,  that  our  and  your  Children  may  travel  safely  in  it  and 
meet  each  other  without  any  obstruction  or  Difficulty. " 

"  As  God  has  given  Us,  our  Uncles,  and  You  the  English  one 
Heart,  We  desire  We  may  all  act  as  one  People,  see  with  the  same 
Eyes,  hear  with  the  same  Ears,  speak  with  the  same  Tongue,  and 
be  altogether  as  one  Man  and  actuated  by  one  Mind." 

Gave  a  String. 

"We  and  our  Uncles  the  Six  Nations  are  now  become  as  one, 
have  one  Heart,  one  Eye,  one  Ear,  and  one  Tongue,  and  that  tho' 
as  a  woman  may  have  Two  Sons  and  one  Daughter,  yet  they  are  all 
but  one  Family. " 

Gave  a  String. 

11  And  now,  Dear  Brothers,  We  have  brought  a  few  Deer  Skins  to 
make  you  a  Pair  of  Gloves,  which  though  but  small  and  insignifi- 
cant in  Value  We  desire  your  Acceptance  of  them  as  a  Token  of 
our  Affection  for  You." 

Here  the  Indians  delivered  the  Present  of  Deer  Skius,  &M '  which 
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consisted  of  Nine  Rackoon  Skins,  Nine  Beer  Skins,  Two  Felts,  One 
Bear  Skin. 

After  the  Delawares,  &<*•'  were  withdrawn,  Scarrooyady  observed 
to  the  Council  that  the  Offer  of  the  Pipe  of  Tobacco  made  by  the 
Delawares,  &ca-'  was  to  induce  Us  to  return  them  a  Pipe  of  Tobacco, 
and  desired  Us  in  the  smoaking  of  it  to  advise  them  always  steadily 
to  look  towards  their  Uncles  the  Six  Nations,  and  stand  firm  to  the 
Covenant  of  Friendship  between  them,  their  Uncles,  and  Us,  and 
not  to  be  deluded  or  drawn  aside  by  any  Artifices  of  the  French; 
and  that  if  they  should  see  or  discover  any  Designs  or  Attempts  of 
the  French  against  Us  that  they  should  immediately  let  Us  and 
their  Uncles  know  it,  and  be  always  ready  to  take  up  the  Hatchet 
against  the  French,  and  assist  in  defeating  such  their  Designs  against 
them  and  Us;  and  Scarrooyady  also  said  that  he  had  brought  a 
Pipe  of  Tobacco  to  smoak  with  the  Delawares,  &ca->  and  to  give  them 
the  same  good  Advice  from  the  Six  Nations. 


MEMORANDUM. 

The  22d  April  the  Governor  finding  the  Wyomink  Indians  still 
in  Town  presented  them  to  Governor  Shirley,  gave  them  an  hand- 
some Entertainment,  and  told  them  that  to-morrow  morning  he 
would  with  Mr.  Shirley  say  something  to  them. 


At  a  Council  held  at  the  State  House,  Wednesday  the  Twenty- 
Third  April,  1755,  A.  M. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

His  Excellency  GOVERNOR  SHIRLEY. 
Robert  Strettell,  ~\ 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  V  Esquires. 
Richard  Peters,  J 

The  same  Indians  and  Interpreters  as  before. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  two  preceding  Councils  were  read  and 
approved. 

The  Governor  spoke  to  the  Indians  as  follows : 
"  Brethren — 

"  The  Proprietors  have  appointed  me  the  Governor  of  this  Prov- 
ince, and  have  particularly  recommended  to  me  an  affectionate  Care 
of  the  Indians,  and  I  most  heartily  bid  You  welcome. " 

Gave  a  String  of  Wampum. 


PROVINCIAL  COUNCIL.  365 

"  Brethren : 

"  I  take  this  Yisit  of  yours  very  kindly,  and  in  Token  of  the  Sat- 
isfaction it  gives  me  I  give  You  this  String." 

A  String. 
"  Brethren : 

"  The  Gentleman  on  my  Right  Hand  is  the  Governor  of  Massa- 
chusets  Bay,  and  I  have  accompanied  him  on  the  King  s  Business 
to  the  General  of  the  King's  Army,  and  it  gives  Us  both  Pleasure 
to  see  the  Indians  on  our  Return." 

A  String. 
"  Brethren  :  / 

"  All  that  You  have  said  in  my  Absence  to  the  Council  has  been 
communicated  to  me,  and  it  is  all  perfectly  agreeable  to  me;  in 
Token  whereof  I  give  You  this 

"  String. 
"  Brethren : 

"In  the  Afternoon  I  will  speak  further  to  You,  being  now 
obliged  to  go  upon  some  particular  Business  that  cannot  be  post- 
poned." 

The  Indians  being  withdrawn,  the  Governor  communicated  to 
the  Council  the  following  Minutes  of  what  passed  at  Alexandria,  in 
Confidence,  not  to  be  divulged : 


"At  a  Council  held  at  the  Camp  at  Alexandria,  in  Virginia, 
April  the  Fourteenth,  1755. 

"present : 

"  His  Excellency  EDWARD  BRADDOCK,  Esquire,  General 
and  Commander-in-Chief  of  his  Majestie's  Forces  in  North  America. 

"  The  Honourable  AUGUSTUS  KEPPEL,  Esquire,  Commander- 
in-^hiei;  of  his  Majestie's  Ships  and  Vessels  in  North  America. 

"  The  Honourable  WILLIAM  SHIRLEY,  ^i 

"The  Honourable  ROBERT  DINWIDDIE, 

"The  Honourable  JAMES  DELANCEY,  I  Esquires. 

"The  Honourable  HORATIO  SHARPE, 

"  The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS, 

"  The  General's  Commission  having  been  read,  and  the  Articles 
of  his  Instructions  from  his  Majesty  relating  to  a  common  Fund  to 
be  established  in  the  Colonies  for  carrying  on  the  Services  under 
the  General's  Direction,  and  also  the  Article  relating  to  the  Mea- 
sures to  be  taken  for  engaging  the  Indians  to  his  Majesties'  Interest, 
His  Excellency  the  General  made  the  following  Proposals : 

"First.  That  a  Fund  should  be  established  conformable  to  his 
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Instructions  above-mentioned,  and  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinson's  Let- 
ter to  the  several  Governors,  dated  the  Twenty-Sixth  of  October, 
1754. 

"  Secondly.  It  being  of  the  utmost  Importance  that  the  Five 
Nations  of  Indians  and  their  Allies  should  be  gained  and  secured 
to  the  British  Interest,  that  a  proper  Person  should  be  sent  with 
full  Powers  from  him  to  treat  with  them,  and  that  Col.  Johnson 
appearing  to  his  Excellency  the  fittest  Person  for  that  Purpose 
should  be  employed  in  it.  And  in  order  to  promote  the  Success  of 
the  Treaty  the  General  proposed  that  Presents  should  be  made  to 
the  said  Indians,  in  which  he  desired  the  Opinion  of  the  Council  as 
to  the  Value  to  which  the  said  Presents  should  be  made,  and  the 
manner  of  their  being  supplied. 

u  Thirdly.  His  Excellency  acquainted  the  Council  that  he  pro- 
posed to  attack  the  French  Forts  at  Crown  Point  and  Niagara,  and 
desired  their  Opinion  whether  it  was  adviseable  that  the  Reduction 
of  Crown  Point  should  be  undertaken  with  the  Forces  agreed  to  be 
supplied  by  the  several  Colonies  concerned  in  it,  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  4,400  Men,  and  whether  it  was  their  Opinion  that  Col. 
Johnson  was  a  proper  Person  to  command  in  Chief  in  the  said 
Service. 

"  Fourthly.  His  Excellency  considering  the  Fort  at  Oswego  as  a 
Post  of  the  greatest  Importance  for  facilitating  the  proposed  Attack 
of  Niagara  and  securing  the  Retreat  of  the  Troops  to  be  employed 
in  that  Service,  and  having  been  informed  of  its  present  defenceless 
Condition  and  of  the  Weakness  of  its  Garrison,  acquainted  the 
Council  that  he  should  order  it  to  be  reinforced  by  the  two  Inde- 
pendant  Companies  of  New  York  and  two  Companies  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Pepperel's  Regiment,  and  desired  to  have  their  Opinion  whether 
it  would  not  be  proper  to  build  one  or  more  Vessels  upon  the  Lake 
Ontario  for  asserting  his  Majestie's  Right  to  that  Lake,  as  well  as  for 
a  Security  to  the  Forces  to  be  employed  in  the  Attack  of  Niagara, 
and  of  what  Burthen  or  Force  the  said  Vessels  should  be. 

"  The  Members  of  the  Council  having  taken  into  Consideration 
the  several  Matters  in  the  Order  proposed  by  the  General,  the  Gov- 
ernors present  acquainted  his  Excellency  that  they  had  severally 
made  Application  to  their  respective  Assemblies  for  the  Establish- 
ment of  the  common  Fund  proposed,  but  had  not  been  able  to  pre- 
vail upon  them  to  agree  to  it,  and  gave  it  as  their  unanimous 
Opinion  that  such  a  Fund  can  never  be  established  in  the  Colonies 
without  the  Aid  of  Parliament.  They  likewise  declared  that  having 
found  it  impracticable  to  obtain  in  their  respective  Governments 
their  Proportions  expected  by  his  Majesty  towards  defraying  the 
Expence  of  his  Service  in  North  America,  that  they  were  unani- 
mously of  Opinion  that  it  should  be  proposed  to  his  Majestie's 
Ministers  to  find  out  some  Method  of  compelling  them  to  do  it,  and 
of  assessing  the  several  Governments  in  Proportion  to  their  re- 
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spective  abilities  their  Shares  of  the  whole  Money  already  furnished, 
and  which  it  shall  be  thought  proper  for  them  further  to  furnish 
towards  the  general  Expences  of  his  Service.  They  also  assured 
the  General  that  they  would  still  continue  to  use  their  utmost  En- 
deavors to  raise  all  possible  Supplies,  but  were  unanimously  of 
Opinion  that  the  King's  service  in  the  Colonies  and  the  carrying 
on  of  the  present  Expedition  must  be  at  a  Stand  unless  the  General 
shall  think  proper  to  make  Use  of  his  Credit  upon  the  Government 
at  home  to  defray  the  Expence  of  all  the  Operations  under  his 
Direction. 

"  The  Members  of  the  Council  likewise  agreed  that  it  was  highly 
necessary  to  send  some  Person  with  full  Powers  from  the  General 
to  treat  with  the  Five  Nations  of  Indians,  and  to  secure  them  and 
their  Allies  to  the  British  Interest,  and  that  Col.  Johnson  was  the 
fittest  Man  to  be  employed  in  that  Business;  and  for  that  Purpose 
that  the  Sum  of  £800  Sterling  should  be  paid  into  his  Hands  to  be 
laid  out  by  him  in  such  Commodities  as  he  should  judge  most 
proper  for  the  Northern  and  Western  Indians,  £500  of  which  should 
be  employed  for  the  Five  Nations  and  their  Allies,  and  £300  for 
the  Western  Indians,  to  be  given  them  at  Oswego.  And  as  to  the 
manner  of  supplying  the  Presents  the  several  Governors  agreed  that 
if  the  General,  for  the  Sake  of  Dispatch,  thinks  proper  to  advance 
the  Money,  the  Colonies  ought  to  replace  it  according  to  the  Pro- 
portions settled  in  the  Plan  of  Union  by  the  Commissioners  at 
Albany  last  Year,  together  with  all  contingent  Charges  attending 
it;  and  that  it  was  their  Opinion  that  the  several  Governments 
would  readily  consent  to  do  it  within  the  Space  of  three  Months. 

"  The  Council  expressed  their  Approbation  of  the  Attack  pro- 
posed by  the  General  upon  Crown  Point  and  Niagara,  as  being 
undoubted  Encroachments  made  by  the  French  upon  his  Majestie's 
Dominions  in  America,  and  gave  it  as  their  unanimous  Opinion  that 
Col.  Johnson  was  the  properest  Person  to  have  the  Command  of 
the  Expedition  against  Crown  Point.  They  also  agreed  to  the  Ne- 
cessity of  strengthening  the  Fort  and  reinforcing  the  Garrison  at 
O^vego,  and  advised  the  building  of  two  Vessels  of  Sixty  Tons 
upon  the  Lake  Ontario  with  all  possible  Dispatch,  according  to  a 
Draught  to  be  sent  By  Commodore  Keppell,  who  desired  that  an 
Account  might  be  laid  before  him  of  the  Cost  of  'em,  and  under- 
took to  defray  it;  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  Direction  of  the  affair 
should  be  committed  to  Governor  Shirley. 

"  It  was  likewise  unanimously  agreed  that  in  case  of  the  Reduction 
of  Fort  du  Quesne,  whatever  Garrison  the  General  should  think 
proper  to  leave  there  should  be  maintained,  and  the  Expence  of 
additional  Works  which  he  should  think  necessary  to  make  there 
should  be  defrayed  by  the  Governments  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  and 
Pennsylvania;  and  that  if  the  General  should  think  it  necessary  to 
build  a  Fort  upon  Lake  Erie,  and  to  order  one  or  more  Vessels  to 
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be  built  for  the  Defence  of  that  Lake,  that  the  Expence  attending 
both  those  Measures  should  likewise  be  defrayed  by  these  three 
Governments. 

"  Examined, 

"  W.  SHIRLEY,  Secry." 

The  Governor  laid  before  the  Board  the  following  Letter  from  the 
Commiss"*  for  running  the  Road,  A0**'  wThich  was  read  and  ordered 
to  be  entered,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"Honoured  Sir — 

"  In  Pursuance  of  your  Commission  We  set  out  on  the  Road  from 
Carlisle  on  the  Twenty-Ninth  of  March,  and  with  the  greatest  In- 
dustry reached  the  Waters  of  the  Yohiogain  on  the  eleventh  Instant. 
We  stopped  at  about  eighteen  Miles  on  this  side  of  the  Three  Forks, 
and  would  have  proceeded  farther  had  We  not  certain  Intelligence 
of  great  Numbers  of  French  and  Indians  hunting  and  scouting,  &ca# 
Our  Indians  all  fled  from  Us — some  at  Ray's  Town  and  some  on  the 
Allegheny  Hills,  save  one  Delaware. 

"  We  were  very  fortunate  in  finding  a  good  Road  all  the  Way,  and 
particularly  thro'  the  Allegheny  Hills,  considering  how  mountainous 
that  Country  is.  From  ParnaPs  Nab  or  McDowel's  Mill  to  where 
We  stopped  is  about  Sixty-Nine  Miles,  and  were  it  not  for  the  In- 
terposition of  Mountains  wou'd  not  be  so  far  by  Ten  or  Fifteen 
Miles ;  the  Expence  of  Making  the  Road  thirty  foot  wide  and  the 
principal  Pinches  Twenty,  will  make  an  Expense  of  about  Eight 
Hundred  Pounds.  Last  Saturday  Evening  We  came  to  the  Camp 
and  were  kindly  received  by  the  Officers,  but  particularly  by  Cap- 
tain Rutherford.  We  waited  for  Sir  John's  coming  to  Camp  from 
the  Roads  towards  Winchester,  who  came  this  Day  at  3  o' Clock, 
but  treated  Us  in  a  very  disagreeable  manner ;  he  is  extremely  warm 
and  angry  at  our  Province ;  he  would  not  look  at  our  Draughts  nor 
suffer  any  Representations  to  be  made  to  him  in  regard  of  the  Pro- 
vince, but  stormed  like  a  Lyon  Rampant.  He  said  our  Commission 
to  lay  out  the  Road  should  have  issued  in  January  last  upon  his  first 
Letter,  that  doing  it  now  is  doing  of  nothing,  that  the  Troops  must 
march  on  the  first  of  May,  that  the  Want  of  this  Road  and  the 
Provisions  promised  by  Pennsylvania  has  retarded  the  Expedition, 
which  may  cost  them  their  Lives  because  of  the  fresh  Numbers  of 
French  that's  suddenly  like  to  be  poured  into  the  Country;  That 
instead  of  marching  to  the  Ohio  he  would  in  nine  days  march  his 
Army  into  Cumberland  County  to  cut  the  Roads,  press  Horses, 
Wagons,  &ca<;  that  he  would  not  suffer  a  Soldier  to  handle  an  Axe, 
but  by  Fire  and  Sword  oblige  the  Inhabitants  to  do  it,  and  take  every 
Man  that  refused  to  the  Ohio  as  he  had  yesterday  some  of  the  Vir- 
ginians ;  that  he  would  kill  all  kind  of  Cattle  and  carry  away  the 
Horses,  burn  the  Houses,  &ca>'  and  that  if  the  French  defeated  them 
by  the  Delays  of  this  Province  that  he  would  with  his  Sword  drawn 
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pass  thro'  the  Province  and  treat  the  Inhabitants  as  a  Parcel  of 
Traitors  to  his  Master ;  That  he  would  to-morrow  write  to  England 
by  a  Man  of  War,  shake  Mr.  Penn's  Proprietary  ship,  and  represent 
Pennsylvania  as  a  disaffected  Province  j  that  he  would  not  stop  to 
impress  our  Assembly  his  Hands  were  not  tyed,  and  that  We  should 
find,  ordering  Us  to  take  these  Precautions  and  instantly  publishing 
them  to  our  Governor  and  Assembly,  telling  Us  he  did  not  value 
any  thing  they  did  or  resolved,  seeing  they  were  dilatory  retarded 
the  March  of  the  Troops,  and  hang  an  arse  (as  he  phrased  it)  on 
this  occasion,  and  told  Us  to  go  to  the  General  if  We  pleased,  who 
wou'd  give  Us  ten  bad  Words  for  one  that  he  had  given. 

"At  length  he  allowed  Us  to  speak,  which  We  did  in  Favour  of 
the  Province  to  the  best  of  our  Power,  Capt.  Rutherford  and  Col. 
Ennis  assisting  Us,  but  all  in  vain ;  our  Delays  were  unpardonable, 
he  would  do  our  Duty  himself  and  never  trust  to. Us,  but  we  should 
dearly  pay  for  it ;  to  every  Sentence  he  solemnly  swore,  and  desired 
We  might  believe  him  to  be  in  earnest. 

"  In  these  Circumstances,  Sir,  and  especially  as  We  have  not  yet 
run  the  Camp-Road,  We  cannot  send  your  Honour  a  Draught,  but 
thought  best  forthwith  to  send  You  this  Express  that  your  Honour 
might  take  the  most  speedy  Measures  in  regard  of  opening  the 
Road.  , 

"  In  the  mean  time  have  taken  the  liberty  to  write  to  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  our  County  to  know  whether  the  Assembly  had  made 
Provision  for  opening  the  Road,  and  if  so  that  they  would  immedi- 
ately encourage  People  to  set  about  it,  and  also  to  send  the  Flower 
without  Delay  to  the  Mouth  of  Conegochege  as  being  the  only  thing 
or  Remedy  left  to  prevent  these  threatned  Mischiefs.  We  acquainted 
Capt.  Rutherford  of  our  Design,  who  approved  it  much.  We  ex- 
pect to  be  home  in  Six  Days.  Please,  Sir,  to  excuse  the  Blunders 
of  this  Letter  wrote  at  one  o' Clock  last  night.     We  are, 

"  Honoured  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  Servants, 

"Geo.  croghan, 
"james  burd, 

"  JON"  ARMSTRONG, 
"WM- BUCHANAN, 
«  ADM-  HOOPS. 
"Fort  Cumberland,  April  16th,  1755." 
Vol.  vi.— 24. 
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At  a  Council  held  at  the  State  House,  Wednesday,  23d  April,, 
1755,  P.  M. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

His  Excellency  Governor  SHIRLEY. 
Robert  Strettell,  ~) 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  [-Esquires. 
Richard  Peters,  J 

The  same  Indians  and  Interpreters  as  before. 

Several  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City. 

His  Honour  the  Governor  spoke  to  the  Indians  as  follows : 
"  Brethren — 

"I  told  You  in  the  morning  that  the  several  Matters  imparted 
by  You  to  the  Council  in  my  Absence  were  perfectly  agreeable  to 
me,  and  that  I  would  speak  to  You  further  this  Afternoon. 
"  Brethren : 

"You  have  done  well  to  come  and  visit  your  Brethren,  and  it 
gives  me  a  particular  Satisfaction  to  find  you  mindful  of  the  Treaties 
You  have  repeatedly  made  with  this  Government,  all  which  You 
have  ratified,  renewed,  and  confirmed,  acknowledging  that  the  Six 
Nations  hold  one  End  of  the  Chain  and  the  King's  Subjects  hold 
the  other,  and  your  Hands  are  upon  the  middle  of  it. 

"All  this  is  perfectly  good,  and  I  have  now  the  Pleasure  to  tell  You 
that  this  Government  does  now  for  themselves  and  all  his  Majestie's 
Subjects  assure  You  of  the  Continuance  of  their  Friendship  for 
You,  and  by  this  String  I  do  in  their  Name  renew,  confirm,  and 
strengthen  the  Chain  of  Friendship  and  amity  that  has  ever  sub- 
sisted between  You  and  Us  since  the  Settlement  of  this  Province 
without  any  material  Ii^erruption,  and  shall  give  it  in  charge  to  all 
our  young  Men,  Warriors,  and  Others,  to  bear  in  Mind  that  We  are 
all  one  Flesh  and  Blood,  and  whoever  does  Injury  to  one,  either 
You  or  Us,  hurts  Us  both  alike;  and  in  Confirmation  hereof  I  give 
you  this  Belt." 

Gave  a  Belt. 
"  Brethren : 

"You  have  undoubtedly  heard  of  the  hostile  Proceedings  of  the 
French  at  Ohio,  and  that  they  have,  contrary  to  the  Faith  they  owe 
the  Six  Nations  and  against  their  Will,  taken  from  them  that  fine 
and  large  River  and  Country. 

"I  have  now  to  inform  you  that  the  King  has  sent  a  large  Army 
to  recover  for  the  Six  Nations  what  has  been  so  unjustly  taken  from 
them  by  the  French.     The  King,  to  give  the  Indians  a  further 
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Proof  of  the  Uprightness  of  his  Majestie's  Designs,  has  put  one  Part 
of  his  Army  under  the  Command  of  Col.  Johnson,  the  great  Friend 
of  the  Six  Nations,  who  lives  in  their  Country  and  has  on  all  Occa- 
sions their  Confidence. 

"  This  Friend  of  the  Six  Nations  called  here  in  his  Way  from  the 
General  and  desired  me  to  give  You  this  Belt  in  Token  of  his  Regard 
for  You,  whereby  he  requests  that  You  would  not  depart  from  Your 
Habitations  but  wait  for  a  Message  from  your  Uncles  and  him  from 
Onondago,  where  he  is  gone  to  consult  them." 

Gave  Col.  Johnson's  Belt. 

"  I  thank  You  for  your  Presents.  It  is  not  the  Value  of  what  is 
given  but  the  Affection  with  which  it  is  given  that  renders  it  ac- 
ceptable. We  are  sensible  that  You  do  not  abound  with  Wealth, 
and  that  the  Deers  are  more  scarce  now  where  You  live,  and  there- 
fore We  do  not  expect  any  great  matters  from  You. 

"Had  you  been  so  good  as  to  have  given  Us  notice  of  your  in- 
tended Visit  We  would  have  been  better  provided,  but  as  it  is,  I 
shall  recommend  it  to  those  who  represent  the  good  People  of  this 
Province  to  be  kind  to  You  and  to  make  You  some  Presents.  The 
Secretary  will  inform  You  of  their  Determination  and  deliver  to  You 
what  shall  be  ordered. 

"  I  cannot  take  my  Leave  of  You  without  giving  You  this  String 
as  a  Token  of  my  Affection." 

Gave  a  String. 

Governor  Shirley  gave  the  Indians  a  Belt,  and  promised  that  Col. 
Johnson,  in  Conjunction  with  the  Six  Nations,  should  apprize  them 
of  the  Determination  of  the  Council  of  the  Six  Nations  which  was 
to  meet  at  Col.  Johnson's  on  a  Letter  from  General  Braddock,  and 
would  send  them  Advice  what  they  should  do;  and  desired  they 
would  remain  quiet  in  their  respective  Habitations,  and  tell  all  the 
other  Sasquehannah  Indians  to  do  so  likewise  until  they  should 
hear  from  Col.  Johnson,  and  that  then  they  would  follow  his  Direc- 
tions; Which  They  by  a  String  promised  faithfully  to  do. 

The  Governor  laid  before  the  Council  a  Letter  which  General 
Braddock  wrote  and  delivered  to  him  at  Alexandria,  desiring  him 
to  inform  the  Indians  within  the  Influence  of  this  Government  of 
his  Arrival,  and  that  he  was  then  on  his  March  with  a  Body  of  the 
King's  Troops  to  remove  the  French  from  their  Incroachments  upon 
the  River  Ohio;  which  being  taken  into  Consideration  it  was 
judged  proper  that  a  large  Quantity  of  Wampum  made  up  in  Strings 
and  Belts  should  be  sent  to  Mr.  Croghan,  and  that  he  should  be 
pressed  to  send  Notice  of  General  Braddock's  March  to  the  Shawo- 
nese,  Delawares,  Twightees,  Owendats,  Piankyshaws,  and  all  the 
other  Indians  on  the  Lakes,  to  invite  them  to  come  and  join  the 
General  with  all  possible  Speed,  and  that  Scarrooyady  now  at  Auc- 
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quick  should  be  consulted  with  the  Indian  called  the  Belt  of 
Wampum  on  this  important  affair,  and  press  them  to  chuse  proper 
and  faithful  Messengers  on  this  Occasion;  which  the  Governor  did 
in  the  following  Letter,  viz'-: 

A  Letter  from .  Governor  Morris  to  Mr.  George  Croghan. 
«  Sir : 

u  Herewith  You  have  a  Copy  of  General  Braddock's  Letter  to 
me,  and  in  compliance  therewith  I  require  and  authorize  You  to 
convene  as  many  Indians  as  You  can  to  Aucquick  of  the  Six  Nations, 
Delawares,  Shawonese,  Twightees,  and  Owendats,  and  deliver  to 
them  by  Belts  and  Strings,  as  the  Occasion  may  require,  a  Message 
from  me  to  entreat  they  would  immediately  meet  the  General  on  his 
March,  hear  what  he  has  to  say  to  them,  give  him  all  the  Assist- 
ance in  their  Power,  and  join  heartily  in  the  Measures  graciously 
taken  by  his  Majesty  to  recover  for  them  the  Lands  which  the 
French  have  most  unjustly  taken  from  them. 

"  Let  the  Indians  know  that  there  is  no  meeting  of  Governors  at 
Winchester,  but  that  as  the  General  is  on  his  March  all  true  Friends 
of  the  English  are  desired  not  to  proceed  to  Winchester,  but  to  re- 
pair to  the  Army,  and  distinguish  themselves  agreeable  to    their 

repeated  Professions. 

"  To  those  Indians  that  are  remote  You  are  forthwith  to  send 
Belts  or  Strings,  and  let  them  be  such  as  are  suitable  with  pressing 
Messages  to  wait  on  the  General  and  receive  his  Orders.  For  this 
Purpose  employ  and  dispatch  away  such  private  Indians  as  You  can 
trust,  and  of  your  proceedings  herein  immediately  inform  me  and 
likewise  send  an  Express  to  the  General  or  wait  on  him  yourself, 
and  acquaint  him  what  You  have  done  and  what  Success  You  are 
likely  to  have,  and  take  all  the  Indians  with  You.  You  are  sensible 
that  the  larger  the  Number  the  more  credit  it  will  be  to  this 
Province. 

"  I  herewith  send  you  a  Number  of  Belts  and  Strings  of  Wam- 
pum, which  You  are  to  dispose  of  to  the  utmost  Advantage,  and  I 
must  insist  upon  your  consulting  Scarrooyady  and  the  Belt  of 
Wampum,  and  with  them  taking  great  Care  that  no  Messengers  be 
employed  in  this  Service  but  such  as  are  faithful,  know  the  Charac- 
ters of  the  Indians  well,  and  can  distinguish  such  as  are  proper  to 
trust  the  Message  with  or  conceal  it  from. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  humble  Servant, 

"ROBML  MORRIS. 
"  Philadelphia,  23d  April,  1756." 

The  Governor  then  laid  before  the  Board  the  following  Letters 
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from  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  one  of  his  Majestic' s  Principal  Secre- 
taries of  State : 

A  Letter  fron  Sir  Thomas  Robinson  to  Governor  Morris. 

11  Whitehall,  31st  December,  1754. 
"Sir: 

"  A  Clause  having  been  inserted  in  the  Mutiny  Bill  by  Parlia- 
ment this  Session,  enacting  that  all  Troops  in  America  whilst  in 
Conjunction  with  the  British  Forces  under  the  Command  of  an 
officer  bearing  his  Majesty's  immediate  Commission,  shall  be  liable 
to  the  same  Martial  Law  and  Discipline  as  the  British  Forces  are,  I 
send  you  by  the  King's  Command  the  enclosed  Copy  of  the  said 
Clause,  in  order  that  You  may  act  conformably  thereto,  and  I  like- 
wise send  you  several  printed  Copies  of  the  Mutiny  Bill  passed  last 
Year,  and  of  the  Articles  of  War  founded  thereupon,  which  being 
in  every  respect  the  same  as  the  Bills  passed  this  Session  will  be 
sufficient  for  your  Guidance  and  Direction  till  such  Time  as  the 
new  Bill  and  articles  of  War  can  be  printed,  whereof  I  will  here- 
after transmit  to  You  a  proper  Number  of  Copies. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

«  T.  ROBINSON." 


Another  Letter  from  Sir  Thomas  Robinson  to  Gov'r.  Morris. 

"  Whitehall,  23d  January,  1755. 
"  Sir : 

"  A  clause  having  been  inserted  in  the  Mutiny  Bill  by  Parlia- 
ment this  Session,  Enacting  That  all  Troops  in  America  whilst  in 
Conjunction  with  the  British  Forces  under  the  Command  of  an 
Officer  bearing  his  Majesty's  immediate  Commission  shall  be  liable 
to  the  same  martial  Law  and  Dicipline  as  the  British  Forces  are, 
I  have  the  King's  Comand  to  send  You,  pursuant  to  my  Letter  of 
the  thirty-first  past,  several  printed  Copies  of  the  said  Mutiny  Bill, 
together  with  the  Articles  of  War  founded  thereupon,  for  your 
Guidance  and  Direction. 

"I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"T.  ROBINSON." 


MEMORANDUM : 

On  the  Twenty-Fourth  of  April  the  Governor  finding  by  a  Loi- 
ter from  Fort  Cumberland  that  the  Flour  purchased  bv  this  Pro- 
vince for  the  Use  of  General  Braddock  was  not  delivered  as  it  ought 
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to  have  "been,  wrote  the  following  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  As- 
sembly, viz'- : 

"  Gentlemen — 

"  By  a  Letter  I  have  received  this  morning  from  the  Commis- 
sioners for  running  out  the  Roads  over  the  Hills,  I  find  the  Flower 
ordered  to  be  provided  for  the  Army  has  not  been  yet  delivered  at 
the  Place  agreed  on,  and  the  Retardation  of  the  March  with  the 
Consequences  that  may  thence  ensue  is  ascribed  by  Sir  John  St. 
Clair  to  this  Delay  and  the  not  clearing  proper  Roads. 

"  I  am  indeed  much  surprised  at  the  Flower's  not  having  been 
delivered  according  to  the  Time  fixed,  and  urge  You  to  do  all  in 
your  Power  to  expedite  the  Delivery  of  it.  I  think  Orders  should 
issue  immediately  by  the  Return  of  the  express  to  have  the  Roads 
cleared  with  all  possible  Expedition  at  the  Expence  of  the  Province, 
and  desire  Supplies  may  be  forthwith  sent  for  that  Purpose. 

"  The  Sasquehannah  Indians  expect  a  Present,  which  need  not 
be  great  as  they  have  no  particular  Business,  and  only  come  down 
to  assure  Us  of  the  Continuance  of  their  Friendship  for  Us.  Pray 
give  the  necessary  Orders  that  they  may  go  out  of  Town  and  reach 
the  Place  of  their  Habitations  before  the  Message  arrives  from  the 
Six  Nations  and  Col.  Johnson,  as  mentioned  in  the  Minutes,  which 
the  Secretary  has  my  Orders  to  show  you. 

"  I  am,  Gentlemen,  Your  most  humble  Servant, 

"ROB'T.  H.MORRIS. 

"Philadelphia,  24th  April,  1755." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Monday  the  12th  May,  1755. 
present : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant  Governor. 

John  Penn,  Robert  Strettell,  }  -™ 

Joseph  Turner,  Richard  Peters,  $      q    r    . 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  George  Croghan  of  the  first  May  in  answer 
to  the  Governor's  of  the  twenty-third  April  was  read,  and  order'd 
to  be  enter' d  as  follows  : 

A  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  Mr.  George  Cr&ghan. 

"  Aucquick,  May  the  1st,  1755. 
"  May  it  Please  your  Honour : 

"  Last  Night  I  received  your  Express  with  a  Copy  of  General 
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Braddock's  to  your  Honour,  and  pursuant  to  your  Honour's  Com- 
mands to  me  have  this  Morning  delivered  the  Messages  to  the  In- 
dians, which  I  have  the  Pleasure  to  inform  your  Honour  has  had 
its  desired  Effects,  for  to-morrow  morning  all  those  Indians  here 
set  off  with  me  to  the  Camp  to  await  upon  the  General,  except  the 
Woman  and  Children,  chief  of  which  insist  on  staying  here  and 
planting  and  being  supplied  by  me,  altho'  I  see  General  Braddock 
wants  the  Women  and  Children  to  be  kept  from  the  Camp ;  yet  I 
must  confess  I  had  rather  they  had  all  gone  as  I  dont  expect  the 
Assembly  will  allow  me  anything  for  their  Maintenance  for  the 
future,  and  perhaps  cut  me  out  of  the  Ballance  due  me  now,  tho'  I 
can  have  all  my  Accounts  well  attested.  I  have  dispatched  this 
Day  Messengers  to  Ohio  in  your  Honour's  Name  to  call  the  Dela- 
wares  and  Shawonese  and  other  Tribes,  such  as  can  be  found  on 
this  side  the  French  Fort,  to  meet  me  at  the  Camp,  which  I  make 
no  Doubt  will  meet  with  Success ;  and  likewise  I  have  sent  to  Sas- 
quehannah  for  the  Indians  there.  At  the  Return  of  those  Messen- 
gers I  will  let  your  Honour  know  what  Success  I  have  had  and 
what  Number  I  have  collected  together.  As  I  shall  be  chiefly 
this  Summer  with  the  Army  I  wish  some  Orders  might  be 
given  to  provide  for  those  that  will  be  here.  Whatever  Com- 
mands your  Honour  may  have  for  me  please  to  direct  to  the 
Camp,  where  I  shall  be  ready  to  obey  your  Honour  to  the  utmost 
of  my  Power. 

"  I  am  Your  Honour's  most  humble  and  obedient  Servant, 

"  GEO.  CROGHAN." 

A  Message  was  delivered  by  Two  Members  that  the  House  was 
met  according  to  Adjournment  and  ready  to  receive  any  thing  the 
Governor  might  have  to  lay  before  them.  The  Governor  said  he  did 
not  recollect  any  thing  but  the  German  Bill,  which  had  been  con- 
sidered on  the  Foot  it  stood  as  their  last  Adjournment,  and  should 
be  sent  to  them. 

The  Governor  informed  the  Council  that  on  Receit  of  the  Corn- 
miss''8  Letter  of  the  Sixteenth  of  April  from  Fort  Cumberland, 
already  entered,  which  came  to  his  Hands  on  the  Twenty-Third,  as 
he  was  setting  out  for  New  York  with  Governor  Shirley,  he  sent 
it  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Speaker  and  such  of  the  Members  as  were 
in  Town,  with  Directions  that  in  case  they  would  promise  to  pay 
the  ("barges  of  clearing  the  necessary  Roads  to  write  to  the  Com- 
missioners immediately  to  proceed  to  the  Work,  and  to  use  all 
the  Dispatch  possible;  and  that  the  Secretary  had  a  Meeting 
with  the  Speaker  and  some  other  Members,  in  which  it  was  their 
Opinion  that  the  Expences  of  the  Roads  would  be  chearfully 
ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  Assembly  at  their  next  meeting,  and 
that  thereupon  Mr.  Peters  wrote  a  Letter  by  Advice  of  and  with 
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the  Approbation  of  the  Members,  which  Letter  was  read,  and  is  as 
follows : 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  Richard  Peters  to  the   Oomm^'for  runing  the 
Roads,  <&c. 

"  Philadelphia,  25  th  April,  1755. 
"  Gentlemen : 

"  The  Governor  received  }^our  letter  yesterday  at  the  Time  Gov- 
ernor Shirley  was  setting  out,  and  laid  it  before  such  of  the  As- 
sembly as  live  in  Town,  and  being  obliged  to  accompany  Governor 
Shirley,  he  commanded  me  to  receive  the  Result  of  their  Consulta- 
tions, and  send  it  to  You,  and  if  favourable  to  press  You  in  his 
Name  to  proceed  to  clear  the  Roads  a  sufficient  Breadth  which 
should  be  by  You  thought  necessary  to  be  opened,  and  to  make 
Cause  ways  and  lay  Bridges,  and  to  set  about  it  with  the  utmost 
Expedition. 

"  Let  nothing,  I  beseech  You,  be  omitted  in  your  Power.  Get  a 
Number  of  Hands  immediately,  and  further  the  Work  by  all  possible 
Methods. 

"  I  am  ordered  to  tell  You  that  all  your  Expences  will  pe  paid  at 
the  next  Sitting  of  Assembly,  which  begins  the  Twelfth  of  May ; 
be  not,  therefore,  any  ways  concerned  about  this.  Do  your  Duty? 
and  oblige  the  General  and  Quarter-Master  if  possible.  If  you  can- 
not please,  after  You  have  properly  done  your  Part,  You  may  then 
rest  perfectly  satisfied. 

"  Surely  the  Flower  will  be  delivered  in  Time,  or  great  Blame 
may  be  laid  with  Truth  at  the  Door  of  the  Commissioners. 

"What  Sir  John  St.  Clair  says  is  so  far  true,  that  had  the  Army 
been  ready  now  and  retarded  by  Delays  in  Matters  undertaken  by 
this  Province,  all  the  Mischief  thence  arising  would  have  been  justly 
chargeable  on  this  Province.  But  I  am  mistaken  if  they  can  within 
a  Month  from  this  Date  get  their  Artillery  so  far  as  your  Road, 
which  I  suppose  is  to  cross  the  Road  made  by  Washington  over  the 
Allegheny  Hills  to  the  Big  Meadows,  or  is  it  expected  that  a  Road 
be  opened  and  cleared  between  Conegochege  and  the  Camp  at  Wills' 
Creek  ?    I  thought  this  had  been  done  by  Governor  Sharpe. 

"  Be  it  as  it  will,  Begin  with  the  Road  that  will  be  wanted  the 
first,  and  finish  it  if  possible  before  it  will  be  wanted  to  be  used,  and 
then  proceed  to  any  other  that  shall  be  thought  necessary. 

"  If  the  Country  does  not  furnish  Draught  Horses  for  the  Artil- 
lery the  General  will  be  laid  under  the  Necessity  of  pressing  Men 
and  Horses. 

"  I  desire  you  will  consider  this  Letter  as  if  the  Governor  himself 
had  wrote  it,  and  if  I  have  omitted  any  necessary  Directions  do  not 
delay  on  that  Account,  but  do  the  duty  and  Service  required  as  if 
your  directions  had  been  full  and  clear  and  under  the  Governor's 
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Hand  and  Seal;  for  whatever  is  not  done  that  ought  to  be  done  will 
be  laid  at  your  Door,  since  I  engage  on  the  Part  of  the  Governor 
and  Assembly  that  You  shall  be  paid  all  your  Expences  in  clearing 
the  Roads  and  making  necessary  Causeways  and  Bridges. 
"I  am;  Gentlemen,  Your  humble  Servant, 

"  RICHARD  PETERS. 
The  Governor  further  informed  the  Council  that  this  Letter  was 
immediately  sent  off  by  Express,  and  an  Answer  returned  to  it  which 
was  likewise  read  in  these  words : 

"Carlisle,  29th  April,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"  In  Obedience  to  your  Honour's  Commission  to  Us,  We  have 
viewed  and  layed  out  the  Roads  leading  from  hence  to  the  Yohiogain 
and  the  Camp  at  Wills'  Creek,  and  enclosed  You  have  the  Draughts 
thereof  and  the  Account  of  the  Disbursment  in  executing  the  Com- 
mission. We  have  carefully  avoided  all  unnecessary  Expence,  and 
shall  be  proud  our  Conduct  meets  with  your  Honour's  Approbation. 
We  received  Mr.  Peters'  Favour  of  the  25th  Currant  last  night, 
signifying  your  Honour's  Pleasure  that  We  proceed  immediately  to 
open  the  said  Roads  which  we  shall  chearfully  comply  with.  To 
that  End  We  have  dispersed  our  Advertisements  through  the 
Counties  of  Lancaster,  York,  and  Cumberland,  to  encourage  La- 
bourers to  come  to  Work,  and  We  intend  to  set  off  to  begin  to  clear 
up  on  Monday  first. 

"We  have  applied  to  Mr.  James  Wright  (who' happened  to  be 
here  at  the  Time  we  received  Mr.  Peters)  and  John  Smith  for  the 
necessary  Provisions  for  the  Workmen  and  Wagons,  who  have 
agreed  to  supply  Us  with  whatever  we  shall  want. 

"  We  are  Your  Honour's  most  obedient  humble  Servants, 

"JAMES  BURD, 
"  for  Self,  George  Croghan  and  Adam  Hoops,  ^  their  Order. 
"  To  the  Honourable  Robt-  H.  Morris,  Esqr. 

"JOHN  ARMSTRONG, 
"  WM  BUCHANAN." 

That  in  his  Absence  an  Express  arrived  from  General  Braddock 
with  a  Letter,  pressing  him  to  expedite  the  Business  of  the  Roads 
which  was  opened  by  Mr.  Peters  agreeable  to  Orders  left  for  that 
Purpose  and  communicated  to  the  Speaker  and  the  same  Members 
as  he  had  conferred  with  before  on  this  Subject.  The  Letter  fol- 
lows in  these  Words : 

"  A  Letter  from  General  Braddock  to   Governor  Morn's. 
"Sir: 

"I  have  found  it  necessary  to  contract  in  Pennsylvania  for  Wagons 
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and  Horses  to  attend  me  over  the  Mountains,  and  have  already  dis- 
covered the  very  great  Inconvenience  of  not  having  a  Road  from 
Philadelphia  to  Wills'  Creek,  as  the  March  of  these  Wagons  must 
for  Want  of  it  be  greatly  delayed,  and  consequently  cannot  join  me 
so  soon  or  in  so  good  Condition  as  they  otherwise  might.  It  is 
likewise  of  such  Importance  to  have  a  free  Communication  with 
your  Province  to  facilitate  the  march  of  any  Assistance  or  Convoys 
I  may  require  from  thence,  that  I  clont  see  how  I  can  with  Safety 
move  from  Fort  Cumberland  till  that  Work  is  finished  or  in  great 
Forwardness.  I  must,  therefore,  desire  You  to  give  your  Orders  to 
have  it  immediately  made,  and  if  You  cannot  prevail  on  your  As- 
sembly to  bear  the  Expence  of  it,  nevertheless  to  have  it  done,  and 
I  must  be  obliged  to  charge  it  to  the  publick  Account,  I  am  satisfied 
You  have  so  much  Regard  for  his  Majesty's  Service  and  the  Safety 
of  his  Colonies,  that  You  will  readily  and  speedily  see  this  important 
Work  carried'  into  Execution. 

"I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

"E.  BRADDOCK. 

"  Frederick,  April  24,  1755." 

Upon  which  Mr.  Peters  was  immediately  supplied  with  Two 
Hundred  Pounds  for  that  Service,  who  sent  the  Money  up  by  Ex- 
press to  Mr.  John  Armstrong  with  a  Copy  of  General  Braddock's 
Letter,  requesting  that  not  a  Moment  might  be  lost,  but  a  Number 
of  Hands  engaged  and  put  upon  the  Work  directly.  In  answer 
he  received  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Armstrong,  which  was  read,  re- 
ferring to  Letters  sent  by  Mr.  Franklin  which  were  not  come  to 
Hand. 

A  Letter  to  Mr.  Richard  Peters  from  Mr.  John  Armstrong. 

"Carlisle,  3d  May,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"  Yesterday  Mr.  Jervis  came  here,  of  whom  I  received  the  two 
hundred  Pounds  sent  by  the  Committee  of  the  Assembly  towards 
the  Expence  of  the  new  Road,  which  is  come  in  good  Time. 

"We  have  sent  a  Draught  of  the  Road,  both  to  the  Waters  of 
the  Yohiogain  and  to  the  Camp,  by  Mr.  William  Franklin,  with  all 
the  principal  Places  marked  that  occurred  to  Us,  with  the  Amount 
of  the  Charges  of  laying  out  both  and  an  Estimate  of  the  Expence 
of  opening  and  bridging  the  Road  to  the  Yohiogain  from  the  Tus- 
carora  Mountains.  That  to  the  Camp  will  not  cost  so  much  in  Pro- 
portion to  its  Length  because  'tis  less  hilly,  but  We  expect  Amend- 
ments upon  it  so  as  to  come  into  the  Other  near  the  Top  of  Sideling 
Hill  and  avoid  two  Crossings  of  Juniata,  and  also  to  cut  off  several 
Miles  between  the  Devil's  Hole  and  the  Camp. 

"  Both  Roads  will  leave  little  of  Fifteen  Hundred  Pounds,  for 
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'tis  impossible  to  tell  what  Expence  unexpected  Occurrences  will 
arise  to. 

"The  Camp  Road  touches  on  Patowmack  for  seven  or  eight 
miles,  whereby  you  can  judge  whether  'tis  in  Maryland  or  not;  the 
Other  We  studied  to  keep  as  near  the  Heart  of  our  own  Province 
as  was  consistent  with  the  Situation  of  the  Country  and  the  Place 
intended  to  go  to,  and  'tis  probable  We  have  found  the  best  Road 
that  the  Allegheny  and  other  Mountains  can  admit  of. 

"  The  Governor's  Letters  will  shew  You  the  Measures  We  are 
taking  to  expedite  the  Opening  of  the  Road,  but  We  fear  the  Want 
of  a  sufficient  Number  of  hands,  or  Labourers,  and  think  the  Gov- 
ernor's and  Assembly's  Advertisements  should  have  immediately 
issued  to  the  Counties  Eastward  of  Sasquehannah,  where  Labourers 
are  more  plenty  than  here — the  half  of  what  We  had  being  en- 
listed. 

"Two  Hundred  Hands  will  not  make  both  Roads  in  Thirty 
Days.  When  We  come  to  the  branching  off  of  the  Camp  Road 
shall  it  be  hastily  finished,  or  may  the  Hands  be  divided  ? 

"  We  have  advertised  in  Lancaster,  York,  and  Cumberland,  half 
a  Crown  a  Day  and  Victuals,  and  wish  now  that  three  Shillings  had 
been  offered,  which  wou'd  have  been  a  greater  Inducement. 

"  We  have  Spades  and  Pick-axes  a-making,  Crow-Bars  We  think 
to  borrow,  Kettles  to  boil  Provisions  must  be  bought,  and  some 
Blankets,  &CT-;  if  a  sufficient  Number  of  Hands  come,  two  or  three 
Wagons  would  be  necessary  to  attend  them.  Mr.  James  Wright 
(who  was  lately  here)  and  Mr.  John  Smith  has  agreed  to  give  Us 
Flower,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Armstrong  to  get  Us  what  Bacon  he  can. 
The  Commissioners  have  not  been  disappointed  about  Wheat,  for* 
they  have  got  more  than  they  agreed  to  give,  and  more  may  yet  be 
had  with  Us.  Perhaps  some  Inconveniency  may  have  arose  from 
the  Miller's  not  so  speedily  grinding  the  Flower  (of  which  I  have 
not  heard  much)  but  the  Want  of  more  Coopers  and  Seasoned  Stuff 
has  been  some  Hinderance.  Wheat  now  goes  apace  to  Conegochcge, 
but  our  Commissioners  are  not  pleased  that  Crcssap's  son  should 
receive  the  Contributions  of  this  Province,  least  Discredit  should 
arise  thro'  the  Knavery  of  that  Family;  'tis  hard  to  prove  any 
thing,  but  they  strongly  suspect. 

"  As  to  the  Subsistence  of  Horses,  thro'  the  Inhabitants  Pro- 
visions maybe  had,  giving' previous  Notice,  and  over  the  North 
Hills  there  will  be  Grass  enough  in  a  Week's  Time  for  Short 
Journeys.  There's  very  little  Grass  near  the  Camp,  but  growa 
better  every  Mile  backward. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  humble  Servant, 

"JOHN  ARMSTRONG.'' 

The  Several  Letters  were  sent  to  the  House,  and  likewise  a  Copy 


380  MINUTES  OF  THE 

of  the  Minutes  of  Council,  containing  what  passed  between  the 
Governor  and  Taedyuscung  and  the  Wyomink  Indians. 

A  Letter  came  to  the  Governor  from  General  Braddock  inform- 
ing him  that  some  Persons  were  suspected  of  supplying  the  French 
with  Provisions,  and  two  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Cumberland  County 
were  particularly  named,  against  whom  the  Governor  issued  War- 
rants in  Council,  and  wrote  the  following  answer  to  General  Brad- 
dock: 
?<  Sir— 

"I  am  honoured  with  your  Favours  of  the  Twenty-fourth  of 
April  and  fourth  Instant,  the  former  came  to  me  at  New  York, 
where  [  was  with  Governor  Shirley,  and  the  latter  I  received  Yes- 
terday by  your  Express. 

"  I  shall  be  heartily  sorry  if  the  March  of  the  Troops  should  be 
retarded  or  the  Supply  of  Provision  rendered  more  difficult  for  want 
of  necessary  Roads,  which  it  was  the  Duty  of  this  Province  to  have 
opened  in  Time,  but  as  I  have  taken  the  greatest  Pains  imaginable, 
ever  since  my  Arrival  in  this  Province  in  October  last,  to  prevail 
on  the  Assembly  to  grant  the  Supplies  necessary  for  carrying  his 
Majesty's  commands  into  Execution,  I  cannot  take  any  Part  of  the 
Blame  to  myself. 

u  The  first  Notice  I  had  that  such  a  Boad  would  be  wanted  was 
about  the  twenty-fourth  of  February,  when  I  received  a  Letter  from 
Sir  John  St.  Clair,  dated  the  fourteenth  of  that  Month,  recom- 
mending it  to  me  to  open  a  Communication  from  this  Town  to  the 
Forks  of  Yohiogany,  which  I  immediately  sent  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
Assembly,  who  with  some  other  of  the  Members  had  a  Power  over 
Five  Thousand  Pounds  of  the  Publick  Money,  but  they  would  neither 
censent  to  open  that  Boad  or  to  enable  me  to  do  it,  upon  which  I 
wrote  to  Sir  John  '  that  I  was  under  very  great  Difficulties,  having 
no  Money  at  my  Command,  and  obliged  for  every  Article  of  Expence 
to  apply  to  a  Sett  of  Men  quite  unacquainted  with  every  kind  of 
military  Service  and  very  unwilling  to  part  with  Money  upon  any 
Terms/  I  must  observe  to  You  that  the  Assembly  of  the  Three 
Lower  Counties  upon  Delaware,  which  form  a  little  Government 
distinct  and  independent  of  Pennsylvania,  had  lodged  a  Thousand 
Pounds  in  the  Hands  of  the  Speaker  of  their  House,  to  be  disposed 
of  as  he  and  I  should  agree  for  his  Majesty's  Service;  and  when  he 
came  to  Town,  which  was  not  till  the  first  Week  in  March,  We 
agreed  to  defray  the  Expence  of  reconnoitring  that  Country  and 
surveying  a  proper  Boad  out  of  that  Money,  but  though  what  was 
then  left  of  it  not  sufficient  to  open  and  clear  the  same,  the  Expence 
of  which  I  agreed  to  recommend  to  the  Assembly  of  this  Province 
to  bear ;  and  as  soon  after  this  as  a  Commission  and  proper  Instruc- 
tions could  be  prepared  I  issued  one  on  the  twelfth  of  March  to  a 
Number  of  Men  acquainted  with  that  Country  West  of  the  settled 
Parts  of  this  Province  to  reconnoitre  the  Same,  and  to  survey  and 
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lay  out  a  Road  as  nigh  as  they  could  to  the  Ohio,  and  another  to 
Fort  Cumberland,  and  upon  the  Meeting  of  the  Assembly  on  the 
eighteenth  of  March  I  strongly  recommended  it  to  them  to  make 
Provision  for  that  necessary  Service,  but  could  not  prevail  with 
them  to  grant  any  Money  for  that  Purpose,  as  I  fully  informed  You 
when  I  was  at  Alexandria.  But  since  my  Return  the  same  Com- 
mittee that  refused  it  before  have  with  Difficulty  been  prevailed  on 
to  advance  some  Money  for  this  Service,  and  engaged  to  use  their 
Interest  with  the  Assembly  to  pay  the  whole  Expence  ;  whereupon 
I  sent  Orders  to  the  Commissioners  who  had  made  the  Survey  to 
open  the  Roads  with  all  possible  Dispatch,  and  they  began  the 
Work  on  the  first  of  the  Month,,  and  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on 
my  Part  to  further  this  necessary  Service,  which  would  not  have 
remained  thus  long  undune  if  the  Assembly  had  furnished  Money, 
or  I  had  been  sooner  informed  of  your  Intention  to  defray  the 
Expence  of  it.  I  should  not  have  been  so  particular  as  to  this  Mat- 
ter had  not  Sir  John  St.  Clair  taken  the  Liberty  to  speak  of  my 
Conduct  in  it  in  a  very  improper  Manner  to  the  Persons  I  am 
employed  upon  this  Service,  which  may  lessen  me  in  the  Eyes  of 
those  I  am  appointed  to  command,  but  cannot  in  the  least  contribute 
to  his  Majesty's  Service.  Had  he  wrote  me  on  the  head,  I  should 
have  been  obliged  to  him,  but  as  he  took  another  Method  I  think 
it  unbecoming  me  to  take  any  other  Notice  of  it  than  what  I  have 
done  in  Answer  to  your  Letter,  being  satisfied  that  You  want  no 
Proofs  of  my  Attachment  to  the  Crown  or  Zeal  for  his  Majesty's 
Service. 

"Upon  your  Letter  I  have  issued  Warrants  to  apprehend  the 
two  Irish  Men  mentioned  in  Delap's  Information,  and  such  as  shall 
be  found  carrying  Provisions  or  Warlike  Stores  to  the  French,  and 
if  any  of  them  are  taken  I  shall  have  them  punished  according  to 
an  Act  of  this  Province  lately  made  for  that  Purpose ;  but  as  the 
Laws  are  slow  in  their  Motions  and  legal  Proofs  difficult  to  be 
obtained  of  Transactions  carried  on  in  secret  and  in  the  remote 
unsettled  Parts  of  this  Country,  should  your  Scouts  take  any  that 
are  concerned  in  that  unnatural  Trade,  or  that  utter  treasonable 
Words,  I  shall  not  be  surprised  to  hear  that  You  have  proceeded  to 
do  them  Justice  in  a  more  summary  Way  than  I  am  able  to  do. 

"  Agreeable  to  your  Request,  immediately  upon  my  Return  from 
Alexandria  I  sent  to  George  Croghan,  the  Person  entrusted  with 
the  Management  of  the  Indians  in  this  Province,  to  join  you  with 
as  large  a  Body  of  able-Bodied  Indians  as  he  could.  Copy  of  my 
Letter  to  him  upon  that  head  I  send  You  herewith,  but  as  I  have 
had  no  Answer  to  it  I  send  Mr.  Peters,  the  Secretary  of  this  Prov- 
ince, to  further  that  Affair  and  to  hasten  the  opening  the  Roads. 

"  The  Letter  herewith  from  Governor  Shirley  will  inform  You 
that  the  Destination  of  the  five  hundred  Men  raised  in  Jersey  is  so 
far  enlarged  as  to  admit  of  their  being  employed  under  him  at 
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Niagara,  which  is  the  more  necessary  as  Sir  William  Pepperell's 
Regiment  is  not  near  full. 

"  I  am  glad  Mr.  Franklin  has  had  Success  in  procuring  You  a 
Number  of  Horses  and  Wagons,  and  I  shall  endeavour  to  make  my 
Assembly  bear  the  Charge  of  them,  but  cannot  say  I  have  any- 
warm  Expectations  upon  that  head.  Mr  Franklin  will  be  in  Town 
this  Evening,  and  I  detain  your  Messenger  till  he  comes,  as  he  may 
have  something  to  write  You  of  his  Transactions. 

"lam,  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
Servant, 

"ROBT-  H.  MORRIS. 

"  To  His  Excellency  Edward  Braddock,  Esquire. 
"Philadelphia,  12th  May,  1755." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Wednesday,  14th  May,  1755. 
present : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  Robert  Strettell,  \  ™ 

Joseph  Turner,  Richard  Peters,    j       ^ 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

The  German  Bill  was  again  considered  with  the  Amendments  as 
proposed  by  the  Governor  and  answered  by  the  House,  and  it  was 
the  unanimous  Opinion  of  the  Council  that  the  Bill  should  be  re- 
turned with  the  following  Amendments,  from  which  they  advised 
the  Governor  not  to  recede  : 

Reply  to  the  Assembly 's  Answer  to  the  Governor's  Amendments. 

"  Amendments.  1st.  The  Governor  adheres  to  all  his  1st  Amend- 
ment contained  Page  1,  2,  3,  &  4,  to  the  Word  accountable. 

"4th.  Recedes  from  his  4th  Amendment,  inserting  [with  the 
Names  of  all  such  Persons]  as  in  the  Answer. 

"  6th.  Agrees  to  let  the  Words  [or  otherwise!  stand  as  in  the 
Bill. 

"7th.  Agrees  to  let  the  1st  and  2d,  Lines  of  Page  8  in  the  Bill 
stand  as  in  the  Bill. 

"  8th,  9th.  Adheres  to  his  8th  and  9th  amendments,  inserting  as 
follows,  vizn :  after  the  Word  [them]  in  7th  Line  of  9th  Amendment 
add  [or  any  Two  Justices],  and  after  [Philadelphia]  in  14th  Line 
of  Page  G  of  the  Amendments  add  [or  any  Two  Justices  of  the 
Peace  of  any  of  the  Counties  within  this  Province],  and  after  the 
Word  [them]  in  the  20th  Line  of  said  9th  Amendment  add  [or  any 
Two  of  the  Justices  aforesaid]. 
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"  10th.  Adheres  to  the  Amendment. 

"11th.  Agrees  after  taking  in  the  Amendment  to  let  the  Words 
[any  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace]  stand  as  in  the  Bill. 

"  12th.  Recedes  from  this  Amendment. 

"  13th,  14th,  15th,  16th.  Adheres  to  all  these  Amendments. 

"  18th.  Adheres  to  the  Dele. 

"  20th.  Recedes  from  this  Amendment. 

"21st.  Agrees  with  the  House  to  add  [from  the  last  Port]  as  in 
the  Answer. 

"26th.  Recedes  from  the  Dele. 

"27th,  28th.  Adheres  to  these  Amendments. 

"  31st.  Adheres  to  the  Amendment. 

"33rd.  Agrees  to  the  Exception  and  Provisoe  as  in  the  Answer, 
and  recedes  from  the  rest  of  that  Amendment. 

"34th. 


"  %(\t]     Adheres  to  a^  tnese  Amendments.'5 


I 


"37th. 

The  following  Letter  from  General  Braddock  to  the  Governor  was 
read: 

"  Sir— 

"I  have  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  send  Mr.  Leslie,  Assistant 
Deputy  Quarter-Master  General  into  your  Government  to  purchase 
a  large  Quantity  of  Oats  for  the  Service  of  the  Forces,  and  must  beg 
of  You  to  give  him  such  Countenance  and  Assistance  towards  pro- 
viding 'em  as  may  be  in  your  Power;  And  as  the  Deputy  Paymaster 
General  is  not  yet  arrived  at  the  Camp,  I  should  be  much  obliged 
to  You  if  You  would  advance  to  Mr.  Leslie  such  a  Sum  as  he  shall 
have  Occasion  for,  and  I  will  repay  it  to  You  in  the  manner  that 
You  shall  desire. 

"I  have  given  Mr.  Leslie  an  Assurance  that  the  Wagons  shall  be 
suffered  to  return  home  immediately  after  the  Delivery  of  the  Forage, 
which  shall  be  punctually  complied  with. 

"I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

"E.  BRADDOCK. 
"Fort  Cumberland,  May  10,  1755." 

On  which  the  Governor  supplied  Mr.  Leslie  with  Five  Hundred 
Pounds;  and  it  appearing  to  him  that  General  Braddock  must  be 
greatly  distressed  for  want  of  Provisions  and  Forage,  and  that  if  he 
should  be  so  fortunate  as  to  get  a  sufficient  Supply  of  those  he  would 
not  be  able  to  march  for  Want  of  the  necessary  Roads  being  i-ut 
thro'  this  Province,  it  would  be  for  the  King's  Service  that  some 
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Member  of  Council  should  undertake  a  Journey  as  well  to  hasten 
the  Opening  of  the  Roads  as  to  confer  with  General  Braddock  on 
what  wou'd  be  immediately  wanted  for  the  necessary  Use  of  the 
Army.  Upon  this  Mr.  Peters  offered  his  Service,  and  was  furnished 
with  Letters  from  the  Governor  to  the  General  and  Instructions 
about  the  Roads,  together  with  Two  Warrants  against  the  Persons 
accused  of  supplying  the  French  with  Provisions,  which  were  directed 
to  the  Sheriff  of  Cumberland  County. 


MEMORANDUM. 

On  the  Fifteenth  of  May  the  Governor  received  the  following 
Message  from  the  Assembly  by  two  of  their  Members,  who  acquainted 
him  that  the  house  was  enclined  to  adjourn  to-morrow  to  the  first  of 
September  next,  if  he  had  no  Objection;  to  which  the  Governor 
answered  that  he  would  consider  the  Message,  and  if  any  thing 
therein  or  any  other  Matter  occurred  that  might  require  their 
longer  Stay  he  would  acquaint  the  House  in  the  Morning,  and  ac- 
cordingly sent  them  his  Answer  to  their  abusive  Message  and  had 
from  them  as  abusive  a  Reply,  all  which  are  entered  as  follows : 

u  A  Message  to  the  Governor  from  the  Assembly. 
"  May  it  please  the  Governor : 

"  Upon  the  Governor's  Message  of  the  Twelfth  of  December  last 
recommending  to  Us  a  Revision  of  the  Laws  now  in  being  relating 
to  sickly  Vessels  and  Passengers,  and  that  we  would  make  proper 
Provision  for  Preventing  the  ill  Effects  that  might  arise  from  such 
for  the  future,  and  as  far  as  in  our  Power  prevent  the  Spreading  of 
any  infectious  Disorders  that  might  be  introduced  into  this  City  and 
Province,  We  immediately  prepared  and  sent  up  a  bill  which  We 
presume  would  in  a  great  Measure  have  answered  that  good  Pur- 
pose, and  at  the  same  Time  have  left  open  to  the  fair  Trader  all  the 
valuable  Advantages  which  would  accrue  to  the  Province  from  such 
Importations. 

"  The  grievous  Calamities  we  were  then  threatened  with,  the 
melancholy  Spectacle  of  the  Distress  of  so  many  of  our  Fellow 
Creatures  perishing  for  Want  of  Change  of  Apparel,  Room,  and 
other  Necessaries  on  board  their  Ships,  and  after  being  landed  among 
Us  the  extreme  Danger  the  Benevolent  and  the  Charitable  exposed 
them  to  in  approaching  those  unhappy  Sufferers,  together  with  the 
Governor's  own  Recommendation,  gave  Us  Reason  to  hope  that  he 
might  be  at  Liberty  and  that  his  own  Inclinations  would  have  in- 
duced him  to  have  passed  such  a  Bill  as  might  prevent  the  like  for 
the  future,  but  we  are  under  the  greatest  Concern  to  find  Ourselves 
disappointed  in  these  our  reasonable  Expectations. 

"  By  our  Charters  and  the  Laws  of  this  Province  the  whole  Leg- 
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islative  Power  is  vested  in  the  Governor  and  the  Representatives  of 
the  People ;  and  as  we  know  of  no  other  Negative  upon  our  Bills 
but  what  the  Governor  himself  has,  we  could  wish  he  had  been 
pleased  to  have  exercised  his  own  Judgement  upon  this  our  Bill 
without  referring  the  Consideration  of  it  to  a  Committee  of  his 
Council,  most  of  them  such,  as  We  are  informed,  who  are  or  have 
lately  been  concerned  in  the  Importations,  the  Abuses  of  which 
this  Bill  was  designed  to  regulate  and  redress. 

"  The  German  Importations  were  at  first  and  for  a  considerable 
Time  of  such  as  were  Families  of  Substance  and  industrious  sober 
People,  who  constantly  brought  with  them  their  Chests  of  Apparel 
and  other  Necessaries  for  so  long  a  voyage.  But  these  we  appre- 
hend have  for  some  time  past  been  shipped  on  board  other  Vessels 
in  order  to  leave  more  Room  for  crowding  their  unhappy  Passen- 
gers in  greater  Numbers,  and  to  secure  the  Freights  of  such  as 
might  perish  during  the  Voyage,  which  experience  has  convinced 
Us  must  be  the  Case  of  very  many  where  such  Numbers  (as  have 
been  lately  imported  in  each  Vessel)  are  crowded  together  without 
Change  of  Raiment  or  any  other  Means  of  keeping  themselves  sweet 
and  clean.  But  this  Provision  the  Governor  has  been  pleased  to 
throw  out  of  our  Bill )  and  yet  we  think  it  so  essentially  necessary 
that  the  Want  of  it  must  necessarily  poisen  the  Air  those  unhappy 
Passengers  breathe  on  Shipboard,  and  spread  it  wherever  they  land 
to  infect  the  Country  which  receives  them,  especially  as  the  Gov- 
ernor has  likewise  altered  the  Provision  We  had  made  by  the  Advice 
of  the  Physicians  for  accommodating  them  with  more  Room  and 
and  Air  upon  their  Arrival  here. 

"We  have  reason  to  believe  the  Importations  of  Germans  have 
been  for  some  Time  composed  of  a  great  Mixture  of  the  Refuse  of 
their  People,  and  that  the  very  Goals  have  contributed  to  the  Sup- 
plies We  are  burthened  with.  But  as  there  are  many  of  more 
Substance  and  better  Character,  We  thought  it  reasonable  to  hinder 
the  Importer  from  obliging  such  as  had  no  connections  with  one 
another  to  become  jointly  bound  for  their  respective  Frieghts  or 
Passages  ;  but  the  Governor  has  thought  fit  to  alter  this  also  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  elude  the  good  Purposes  intended  by  the  Act,  by 
which  means  those  who  arc  of  more  Substance  are  involved  in  the 
Contracts  and  Debts  of  Others,  and  the  Merchants  secured  at  the 
Expence  of  the  Country  where  they  are  necessitated  and  do  become 
very  frequently  common  Beggers  from  Door  to  Door,  to  the  great 
Injury  of  the  Inhabitants  and  the  Increase  and  Propogation  of 
the  Distempers  they  have  brought  among  us.  Many  who  have 
indented  themselves  for  the  Payment  of  their  Passages  have  fre- 
quently been  afflicted  with  such  secret  and  loathsome  Diseases  at 
the  Time  as  have  rendered  them  altogether  unfit  for  the  Serviees 
they  had  contracted  to  perform,  for  which  we  had  provided  a 
Remedy  by  the  Bill ;  but  the  Governor  has  thought  fit  to  strike  it 
vol.  vi. — 25. 
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out  and  leave  Us  exposed  to  this  grevious  Imposition  without  a 
Remedy. 

"  As  we  are  situated  between  two  neighboring  Governments  not 
subject  to  our  Laws  We  had  provided  against  landing  such  Impor- 
tations as  were  designed  for  this  Colony,  either  in  New  Jersey  or 
the  Three  Lower  Counties,  merely  to  elude  the  Force  of  our  Law, 
and  to  introduce  them  from  either  of  these  into  this  Province ;  but 
the  Governor  has  also  rejected  the  Provisions  We  had  made  on  this 
Head  as  We  apprehend  to  the  utter  Subversion  of  any  Provision 
We  can  make  to  regulate  this  Trade. 

"  From  these  and  many  other  Alterations  which  the  Governor, 
after  having  had  the  Bill  repeatedly  under  his  Consideration,  is  pleased 
to  adhere  to,  We  are  of  Opinion  that  should  We  assent  to  the  Bill 
as  it  comes  down  from  the  Governor  We  should  be  more  exposed 
to  the  Abuses  and  Grievances  it  was  intended  to  redress  than  We 
are  at  present  by  the  Laws  now  in  Being  if  duly  executed.  We 
therefore  are  under  the  Necessity  of  leaving  all  the  ill  Consequences 
which  may  attend  the  Refusal  of  passing  our  Bill  upon  the  Gov- 
ernor himself,  and  do  earnestly  recommend  them  to  his  most  serious 
Consideration. 

"  Signed  by  Order  of  the  House. 

"  ISAAC  NORRIS,  Speaker. 

"15th  May,  1755." 


A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
"Gentlemen : 

"  When  I  summoned  You  together  on  the  Seventeenth  of  March 
last  I  was  in  Hopes  You  would  bring  with  you  Inclinations  to  pro- 
mote the  Publick  Service  by  granting  the  Supplies  expected  by  the 
Crown,  and  by  putting  this  Province  into  a  Posture  of  Defence ; 
but  I  am  sorry  to  find  that  neither  the  Danger  to  which  this  Coun- 
try stands  exposed,  nor  his  Majesty's  repeated  and  affectionate  calls, 
have  had  any  Weight  with  You. 

"  The  Bill  you  sent  me  for  striking  Twenty-Five  Thousand 
Pounds  was  of  a  more  extraordinary  Nature  than  that  I  refused 
my  Assent  to  in  the  Winter  Sessions,  as  it  gave  General  Braddock 
a  Power  over  no  more  than  Five  Thousand  Pounds,  and  subjected 
the  remaining  Twenty  Thousand  and  all  the  Surplus  of  the  Excise 
for  Eleven  Years  to  come  to  the  Disposition  of  some  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  your  House,  and  to  the  Assembly  for  the  Time  being. 

"The  offering  Money  in  a  Way  and  upon  Terms  that  You  very 
well  knew  I  could  not  consistent  with  my  Duty  to  the  Crown  con- 
sent to,  is  in  my  Opinion  trifling  with  the  King's  Commands,  and 
amounts  to  a  Refusal  to  give  at  all,  and  I  am  satisfied  will  be  seen 
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in  this  Light  by  my  Superiors,  who  by  your  Bill  above  mentioned, 
which  I  shall  lay  before  them,  and  by  the  whole  of  your  Conduct 
since  You  have  been  made  acquainted  with  the  designs  of  the 
French,  will  be  convinced  that  your  Resolutions  are  and  have  been 
to  take  Advantage  of  your  Country's  Danger,  to  aggrandize  and 
render  permanent  your  own  Power  and  Authority,  and  to  destroy 
that  of  the  Crown.  That  it  is  for  this  Purpose  and  to  promote  your 
Scheme  of  future  Independency  You  are  grasping  at  the  Disposition 
of  all  Publick  Money  and  at  the  Power  of  filling  all  the  offices  of 
Government  especially  those  of  the  Revenue,  and  when  his  Majesty 
and  the  Nation  are  at  the  Expence  of  sending  Troops  for  the  Pro- 
tection of  these  Colonies,  You  refuse  to  furnish  them  with  Provi- 
sions and  necessary  Carriages  tho'  your  country  is  full  of  both, 
unless  You  can  at  the  same  Time  encroach  upon  the  Rights  of  the 
Crown  and  increase  your  own  Power,  already  too  great  for  a  Branch 
of  a  Subordinate  dependant  Government  so  remote  from  the  princi- 
pal Seat  of  Power. 

"  You  have,  Gentlemen,  by  a  Vote  of  your  own  House,  without 
the  Consent  of  the  Government  empowered  a  Committee  of  your 
Members  to  borrow  Money  upon  the  Credit  of  the  Assembly,  and 
to  dispose  of  the  same  to  certain  uses  in  that  Vote  mentioned.  You 
have  also  by  Votes  and  Resolves  of  your  own  House  created  Bills 
or  notes  of  credit  made  payable  to  the  Bearers  thereof,  to  the 
Amount  of  Fifteen  Thousand  Pounds,  which  You  have  issued  in 
lieu  of  Money,  and  they  are  now  circulating  in  this  Province  with- 
out the  Approbation  of  the  Government.  You  have  denied  me 
Access  to  your  Journals  and  refused  me  copies  of  your  Minutes. 
And  You  have  printed  and  published  the  Secretary  of  State's  Let- 
ters to  me  signifying  his  Majesty's  Commands,  not  only  without  my 
Consent,  but  contrary  to  an  Order  I  had  issued  to  the  Printers 
expressly  forbidding  the  Publication  of  those  Letters. 

"  Whether  You  have  a  Right  to  the  Exercise  of  such  extraordi- 
nary Powers  his  Majesty  and  his  Ministers  will  judge,  before  whom 
it  is  my  Duty  to  lay  your  Proceedings  as  soon  as  I  can  come  at 
them ,  and  to  whom  they  will  appear  the  more  dangerous  as  neither  they 
nor  You  can  know  but  a  future  Assembly  may  use  those  Powers 
against  the  Government  by  which  they  are  protected. 

"  While  I  had  any  the  most  distant  Hopes  of  your  coming  into 
Measures  that  might  Promote  the  Public  Service  at  this  critical 
Conjuncture,  I  suffer'd  some  Parts  of  your  Conduct  to  remain  un- 
observed upon,  but  as  I  am  now  convinced  from  the  whole  Tcner  of 
your  Behaviour  and  from  your  Message  of  Yesterday  notifying 
your  Intentions  to  adjourn  till  September  next  without  granting  the 
necessary  Supplies,  that  You  have  no  Design  to  contribute  any 
Thing  towards  the  Defence  of  this  Country,  I  thought  it  right  to  bo 
no  longer  silent  upon  those  Heads. 

"  Gentlemen,  When  the  Bill  to  prevent  the  Importation  of  the 
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Germans,  &c,  was  under  my  Consideration,  I  took  such  Advice 
upon  it  and  made  such  amendments  to  it  as  I  thought  would  best 
answer  the  Publick  Purposes,  and  put  that  Trade  upon  such  a  Foot- 
ing as  to  prevent  the  many  Abuses  that  had  been  practised  in  it, 
and  at  the  same  Time  secure  this  City  and  Province  against  the 
coming  in  and  spreading  of  Infectious  Distempers.  How  far  the 
Bill  as  proposed  by  You,  or  amended  by  me,  would  or  would  not 
have  answered  those  Ends,  was  a  matter  proper  to  be  considered  at 
a  Conference  which  you  might  have  desired  if  you  had  thought 
proper,  as  it  is  the  only  means  of  bringing  a  Bill  to  Perfection 
when  the  Branches  of  the  Legislature  differ  in  Opinion  concerning 
any  amendments  proposed  to  it,  but  instead  thereof  You  have  sent 
me  a  Message  filled  with  unjust  Reflections  upon  the  Amendments 
proposed  by  me,  and  plainly  designed  to  represent  me  as  having  no 
Regard  for  the  Health  or  Safety  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Country, 
in  doing  which  I  cannot  think  You  have  paid  a  proper  Regard  to 
Truth.  However,  as  it  is  not  my  intention  to  en'ter  into  a  Contro- 
versy with  You  upon  that  Bill,  which  Blight  have  been  agreed  upon 
between  Us  had  the  usual  Method  of  proceeding  in  sueh  (3ases  been 
pursued  by  You,  I  shall  say  nothing  more  upon  this  Head,  especi- 
ally as  this  matter  seems  purposely  chosen  to  lead  me  and  the  Pub-- 
lick  from  considering  that  Part  of  your  Conduct  that  must  in  its 
Consequences  most  nearly  affect  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province. 

"ROBTH,  MORRIS. 
"  May  16,  1755/' 


A  Message  to  the  Govcnor  from  the  Assembly, 
"  May  it  please  the  Governor : 

"  When  We  met  in  obedience  to  the  Governor's  Summons  on  the 
Seventeenth  of  March  last,  We  really  brought  with  Us  the  sin- 
cerest  Inclinations  to  promote  the  publick  Service  by  granting  the 
Supplies  expected  by  the  Crown ;  and  We  trust  it  will  appear  to 
all  who  impartially  examine  the  Proceedings  of  that  Session  that 
We  did  every  thing  in  our  Power,  as  our  Affairs  were  then  circum- 
stanced, and  consequently  that  the  Danger  to  which  thia  Country 
stood  exposed,  and  his  Majesty's  repeated  and  affectionate  Calls, 
had  great  Weight  with  Us  whatever  they  had  with  the  Governor. 

"The  Bill  We  sent  up  for  Striking  the  Sum  of  Twenty-Five 
Thousand  Pounds,  and  giving  the  same  to  the  King's  Use,  and  for 
providing  a  Fund  to  sink  it,  had  nothing  extraordinary  in  its  Nature, 
or  differing  from  other  Bills  heretofore  passed  or  presented  for  like 
Purposes  in  this  Province,  excepting  that  the  Sum  given  was  ex- 
traordinary compared  with  the  Time  proposed  for  sinking  it,  the 
Sum  for  the  Canada  expedition  in  the  last  War  being  but  Five 
Thousand  Pounds,  to  be  sunk  in  Ten  Years,  and  this  Sum,' tho' 
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Five  Times  greater,  was  to  be  sunk  by  the  same  Fund  in  the  same 
Number  of  Years.  In  the  Bill  Five  Thousand  Pounds  of  the  Sum 
was  appropriated  to  pay  for  Provisions  bought  and  given  for  the 
Use  of  the  Forces  in  Virginia  under  G-eneral  Braddock,  Ten 
Thousand  Pounds  more  was  given  to  buy  Provisions  for  the  New 
England  Forces  under  his  Command,  Five  Thousand  Pounds  more 
was  subjected  to  his  Order,  and  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  King's 
Service  as  he  should  think  fit,  and  the  remaining  Five  Thousand 
Pounds  was  appropriated  for  the  Subsistence  of  Indians  taking 
Ilefuge  in  his  Province,  Payment  of  Posts  or  Expresses,  Hire  of 
Carriages,  Clearing  of  Roads,  and  other  necessary  contingent  Ex- 
penees  for  the  King's  Service  as  might  be  incumbent  on  this  Gov- 
ernment to  discharge.  Thus  the  whole  Twenty-Five  Thousand 
Pounds  was  appropriated  to  the  King's  Service,  and  almost  all  of 
it  to  the  immediate  Use  of  General  Braddock,  or  to  such  Purposes 
as  were  by  him  especially  recommended  in  his  Letters  laid  before 
the  House  by  the  Governor.  The  Members  of  the  House  men- 
tioned by  the  Governor  were  to  have  no  Share  in  the  Disposition  of 
it,  it  was  disposed  of  by  the  Bill,  and  they  could  only  have  the 
Trouble  of  laying  it  out  according  to  the  Appropriation  and 
keeping  the  Accounts.  This  is  Truth,  and  well  known  to  the  Gov- 
ernor if  he  perused  our  Bill  with  any  Degree  of  attention,  Yet 
how  differently  it  is  represented  in  the  Governor's  Message!  It  is 
called  only  <A  Bill  for  striking  Twenty-Five  Thousand  Pounds/ 
which  is  but  a  Part  of  the  Title,  the  Words  'and  for  giving  the 
same  for  the  King's  Use'  Being  (as  it  would  seem)  carefully  omitted 
least  they  might  militate  against  the  Assertion  which  immediately 
follows  :  that  "  Twenty  Thousand  Pounds  of  it  was  subjected  to  the 
Disposition  of  some  Members  of  the  House  and  of  the  Assembly 
for  the  Time  Being.'  Then  it  is  said,  '  It  gave  General  Braddock 
a  Power  over  no  more  than  Five  Thousand  Pounds,'  bec?iuse  it  gave 
him.  a  Power  to  draw  for  and  appropriate  as  he  pleased  no  more 
than  that  Sum,  Tho'  all  the  Twenty-five  Thousand  Pounds  (except. 
a  small  Part  for  the  Support  of  Indian  Refugees,  which  is  likewise 
for  the  King's  Service)  was  appropriated  for  his  and  Army's  Use  Or 
Services  by  him  required;  and  we  cannot  learn  that  any  other 
Colony  besides  hath  given  or  offered, to  give  that  Gentleman  a  Power 
over  as  many  Pence.  Great  Subtilty  and  Dexterity  appear  in  this 
manner  of  disguising  Truths  and  changing  Appearances,  but  We 
see  lit  it  very  little  Candour  or  Ingenuity. 

"In  the  next  Paragraph  of  the  Governor's  Message  t hero- 
are  many  Assertions  in  which  We  think  We  are  equally  mis- 
represented. We  are  charged  with  '  offering  Money  in  a  Way 
and  upon  Terms  which  We  knew  the  Governor  eon  Id  not 
Consistent  with  his  Duty  to  the  Crown  consent  to.'  We 
really  thought  and  still  thinlc  it  was  inconsistent  with  his  Duty  to 
the  Crown  to  refuse  it.  If  Wo  arc  mistaken  'tis  an  Error  in  Judg- 
ment.    Wre  have  appealed  to  our  gracious  King  on  this  Head  and 
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We  hope  for  a  favourable  Determination.  We  are  charged  with 
'  trifling  with  the  King's  Commands  and  refusing  to  give  at  all/ 
tho'  We  have  actually  given  great  Sums  in  Obedience  to  those  Com- 
mands and  earnestly  endeavored  to  give  much  greater  which  the 
Governor  refused,  unless  We  would  give  in  a  Manner  which  We 
think  inconsistent  with  our  present  just  Liberties  and  Privileges 
held  under  the  Royal  Charter.  We  are  charged  with  i  resolving  to 
aggrandize  our  own  Power  and  destroy  that  of  the  Crown' — a  charge 
as  We  conceive  utterly  groundless  and  for  which  We  have  never 
given  the  least  Foundation.  We  are  charged  with  a  '  Scheme 
of  Independency.'  We  have  no  such  Scheme  nor  ever  had,  nor  do 
We  as  a  Part  of  the  Legislature  Desire  any  Independency  but  what 
the  Constitution  authorises,  which  gives  Us  a  Right  to  Judge  for 
ourselves  and  our  Constituents  of  the  Utility  and  Propriety  of  Laws 
or  Modes  of  Laws  about  to  be  made,  and  does  not  yet  and  We  con- 
fide never  will  oblige  Us  to  make  Laws  by  Direction.  We  are 
charged  with  grasping  at  the  Disposition  of  all  publick  Money  and 
at  the  Power  of  filling  all  the  Offices  of  G-overnments,  a  Charge,  as 
We  conceive,  equally  groundless  and  invidious.  We  have  by  Law 
a  Right  to  dispose  of  some  publick  Money  and  We  cannot  be 
properly  said  to  grasp  at  what  We  are  in  Possession  of.  That  part 
of  the  publick  money  which  the  Governor  receives,  arising  by  Ly- 
censes,  &c,  great  as  it  is  he  disposes  of  as  he  pleases,  and  We  have 
never  attempted  to  interfere  in  it,  nor  can  one  Instance  be  given  of 
our  attempting  to  fill  any  Office  which  We  are  not  by  some  express 
Law  impowered  to  fill.  Rut  the  heaviest  Charge  of  this  Paragraph 
concludes  it;  the  Governor  is  pleased  to  say,  'When  his  majesty 
and  the  Nation  are  at  the  Expence  of  sending  Troops  for  the  Pro- 
tection of  these  Colonies,  You  refuse  to  furnish  them  with  Pro- 
visions and  necessary  Carriages  tho'  your  Country  is  full  of  both, 
unless  You  can  at  the  same  Time  encroach  upon  the  Rights  of  the 
Crown/  This  Charge  is  really  amazing !  It  requires,  however, 
no  other  Answer  than  a  simple  Relation  of  fact.  In  the  same 
session  and  as  soon  as  it  appeared  there  was  no  Hope  of  obtaining 
the  Bill  for  giving  Twenty  Thousand  Pounds  to  the  King's  Use, 
and  many  Weeks  before  the  Forces  arrived,  We  voted  and  gave 
Five  Thousand  Pounds  to  purchase  Provisions  and  other  necessaries 
fjr  those  Forces;  these  Provisions  were  accordingly  bought  and 
are  sent  to  Virginia,  being  the  full  Quantity  required  of  Us.  We 
have  since  given  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  to  purchase  Provisions  for 
the  New  England  Forces;  it  was  given  as  soon  as  requested  and 
before  the  Troops  were  raised.  Those  Provisions  are  most  of  them 
actually  purchased,  great  Part  sent  away,  and  all  will  probably  be 
at  the  Place  appointed  before  they  are  wanted.  We  gave  not  a 
Pound  of  Provision  less  than  was  asked  of  Us,  and  all  the  Carriages 
required  Us  have  been  furnished.  This  has  been  done  with  the 
greatest  Readiness  and  Alacrity,  and  done,  We  conceive,  without 
the  least  Encroachment  on  the  Rights  of  the  Crown,  unless  '  bor- 
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rowing  Money  on  our  own  Credit'  (which  We  thought  even  every 
private  Man  had  a  Right  to  do  if  he  had  any  credit)  be  indeed  such 
an  Encroachment.  Indeed  the  next  Paragraph  begins  with  charging 
this  upon  Us  as  a  Crime.  'You  have,  the  Governor  is  pleased  to 
say,  by  a  Vote  of  your  own  House  without  the  Consent  of  the 
Government  impowered  a  Committee  of  your  Members  to  Borrow 
Money  upon  the  Credit  of  the  Assembly  and  to  dispose  of  the  same 
to  certain  Uses  in  that  Vote  mentioned/  Ry  this  Caution  in  ex- 
pressing the  Uses  a  Stranger  might  imagine  that  they  were  wicked 
if  not  treasonable  Uses,  and  that  the  Governor  out  of  meer  Tender- 
ness for  his  People  forbore  to  explain  them.  But  the  Uses  men- 
tioned in  the  Votes  are  to  purchase  fresh  Victuals  and  other  Neces- 
saries for  the  Use  of  the  King's  Troops  at  their  Arrival  and  to 
purchase  and  transport  Provisions  requested  by  the  Government  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  to  victual  the  Forces  about  to  march  for 
securing  his  Majesty's  Territories.  These  are  the  Uses  in  the  Votes 
mentioned,  and  the  only  Uses ;  and  We  can  conceive  no  Reason  for 
touching  them  so  gently  by  the  name  of  certain  Uses,  unless  the 
Governor  thought  that  being  more  explicit  on  the  Uses,  might  seem 
to  lessen  in  some  Degree  the  heinous  Crime  of  borrowing  Money  on 
our  own  Credit. 

"  The  Governor  is  pleased  to  add,  '  You  have  also  by  Votes  and 
Resolves  of  your  own  House  created  Bills  or  Notes  of  Credit  made 
payable  to  the  Bearers  thereof  to  the  Amount  of  Fifteen  Thousand 
Pounds,  which  You  have  issued  in  lieu  of  Money,  and  they  are  now 
circulating  in  this  Province  without  the  Approbation  of  the  G  overn- 
ment.'  This  Charge  We  presume  will  like  the  rest  vanish  on  a  little 
Explanation.  By  the  Laws  of  this  Province  now  in  Force,  and 
which  have  received  the  Royal  Assent,  the  Disposition  of  the  In- 
terest Money  and  Excise  is  vested  in  the  Assembly  for  the  Time 
being.  Out  of  this  Revenue  the  Assemblies  have  from  Time  to 
Time  defrayed  the  Charges  of  Government.  The  constant  Method 
of  Payment  was  always  this  :  when  an  Account  against  the  Publick 
was  allowed  or  any  Expence  for  publick  Service  agreed  to,  an  Order 
issued,  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  or  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office,  and 
signed  by  the  Speaker  or  the  Clerk  by  Order  of  the  House.  As 
these  Orders  were  generally  paid  on  Sights  they  naturally  obtained 
some  Credit,  and  sometimes  passed  through  several  Hands  before 
Payment  was  demanded.  At  the  last  Settlement  of  the  publick 
Accounts  it  appeared  that  a  considerable  Sum  of  this  Interest  and 
Excise  Money  over  which  the  Assembly  alonchad  a  legal  Power, 
ought  to  be  in  the  Hands  of  the  Treasurers  and  Trustees.  The  G  ov- 
crnor  himself  was  pleased  to  point  this  Money  out  to  Us,  to  com- 
pute the  Sum,  and  urge  the  House  to  make  Use  of  it,  when  in  Jan- 
uary last  he  refused  their  Bill  for  giving  Twenty-Five  Thousand 
Pounds  to  the  King's  Use.  The  House  alledgcd,  and  truly,  that 
the  Money  was  outstanding  in  many  Hands,  and  could  not  suddenly 
be  collected  without  distressing  and  ruining  the  People.     However, 
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on  the  Credit  of  this  Fund  We  voted  the  First  Five  Thousand 
Pounds  for  Provisions,  and  ordered  the  Money  to  be  borrowed  on 
Interest.  And  at  the  last  Sitting  when  the  Governor  refused  to 
pass  our  Bill  for  giving  Twenty-Five  Thousand  Pounds  to  the  King's 
Use,  he  may  be  pleased  to  remember  that  he  sent  us  down  a  Mess- 
age, in  which,  after  the  Reason  given  for  not  passing  the  Bill,  there 
are  these  Words :  '  As  this  is  a  Time  of  imminent  Danger,  and  the 
Forces  raised  and  destined  for  the  Service  of  the  Colonies  must  wait 
the  Supplies  from  this  Province,  I  again  entreat  You  to  fall  upon 
some  other  Method  of  Raising  Money  that  We  may  not  lose  this 
happy  Opportunity  of  recovering  his  Majesty's  Dominions  now  in- 
vaded by  the  French  King/  The  House  accordingly  fell  on  this 
other  Method  :  they  gave  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  of  the  Money  in 
their  Power  to  the  King's  Use;  they  appointed  a  Committee  to  pur- 
chase the  Provisions  required,  and  impowered  them  to  draw  for  the 
Sum  on  the  Treasurer  or  Trustees  of  the  Loan  office  as  had  been 
usual,  with  this  only  Difference,  that  as  former  Draughts  were 
payable  on  Sight,  and,  therefore,  bore  no  Interest,  these  being 
payable  in  a  Year  were  to  bear  Interest,  and  in  the  mean  Time  the 
outstanding  Money  was  ordered  to  begot  in  that  the  Draughts  might 
be  punctually  discharged.  Moneyd  men  knowing  the  Goodness  of 
the  Fund  and  confiding  in  the  Justice  and  Punctuality  of  the  Assem- 
bly, which  has  always  honourably  discharged  the  Publiek  Debts,. 
have  voluntarily  furnished  the  Committee  with  Cash  for  these 
Draughts,  which  they  have  laid  by  in  their  Chests  to  receive  in  Time 
the  Interest.  Thus  the  King's  Forces  have  been  expeditiously  sup- 
plied, the  People  have  Time  to  pay  off  their  Debts  to  the  Publick, 
and  no  one  is  oppressed,  distressed,  or  injured,  nor  is  any  Encroach- 
ment made  on  the  Powers  of  Government,  or  any  Thing  done  that 
has  not  been  usual  or  which  the  Assembly  are  not  by  Law  impow- 
ered to  do.  Yet  this  is  what  the  Governor  represents  as  c  creating 
Bills  of  Credit  and  issuing  them  in  lieu  of  Money  without  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Government,'  by  which  Persons  unacquainted  with 
the  Fact  might  understand  We  had  been  making  Paper  Money  and 
issuing  it  on  Loan  or  in  some  other  Manner  to  produce  an  Advan- 
tage to  ourselves,  and  attempted  to  make  it  a  legal  Tender  without 
the  Governor's  Assent,  &c,  all  which  is  mere  Misrepresentation  or 
Misapprehension,  as  will  appear  by  the  Resolves  themselves,  to 
which  We  beg  Leave  to  refer.  After  this  Explanation  of  our  Con- 
duct We  Believe  it  will  clearly  appear  that  the  Governor's  Insinua- 
tion as  if  We  had  usexl  Powers  dangerous  to  the  Government  is  as 
groundless  as  it  is  unkind. 

aThe  other  Charges  of  'denying  the  Governor  Access  to  our 
Journals  and  printing  the  Secretary  of  State's  Letters  '  having  been 
made  and  answered  in  former  Messages  between  the  Governor  and 
the  House,  We  think  it  unnecessary  to  take  any  further  Notice  of 
them  here.  But  We  are  surprised  to  find  that  after  having  effectu- 
ally given  Fifteen  Thousand  Pounds  in  Provisions  and  other  Neces- 
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saries  for  the  King's  Forces,  maintained  at  so  great  an  Expence  our 
Indian  Allies,  established  a  constant  regular  Post  through  Two 
Hundred  Miles  of  Country  merely  for  the  Service  of  the  Army,  and 
advanced  a  considerable  Sum  to  make  a  long  and  chargeable  Road 
through  the  Wilderness  and  Mountains  to  the  Ohio  for  the  Use  of 
the  King's  Forces,  the  whole  Expence  of  which  We  have  engaged 
to  defray,  We  should  still  be  flatly  told  by  the  Governor  '  That  he 
is  convinced  from  the  whole  Tenor  of  our  Behaviour  that  We  have 
no  Design  to  contribute  any  Thing  towards  the  defence  of  this 
Country/ 

u  The  Governor  is  pleased  further  to  censure  Us  for  not  desiring 
a  Conference  on  the  Bill  to  prevent  the  Importation  of  Germans  or 
other  Passengers  in  too  great  Numbers  in  one  Ship  or  Vessel,  and 
to  prevent  the  Spreading  of  Contagious  Distempers,  &c.  We  own 
that  it  is  sometimes  practised  when  the  Governor  and  Assembly 
differ  in  Judgment  concerning  a  Bill  to  request  a  Conference,  if 
there  be  any  Hope  by  such  a  Conference  to  obtain  an  Agreement; 
But  we  being  from  many  Circumstances  attending  the  Bill  without 
such  Hope  at  present,  contented  ourselves  with  laying  before  the 
Governor  in  a  Message  Our  Reasons  for  not  agreeing  to  his  pro- 
posed Amendments,  and  submitted  those  Reasons  to  his  Consider- 
ation, the  Bill  may  still  be  resumed  and  a  Conference  entered  into 
at  a  future  Session  if  there  should  be  any  Prospect  of  Success.  If 
our  Proceeding  was  irregular,  which  we  think  it  was  not,  the  Gov- 
ernor may* be  pleased  to  remember  he  himself  sets  Us  a  more 
irregular  Example  at  our  last  Sitting,  When  We  presented  him 
the  Bill  for  granting  Twenty-Five  Thousand  Pounds  to  the  King's 
Use  5  for  he  neither  proposed  any  Amendment  nor  desired  any 
Conference,  nor  would  return  Us  our  Bill  (when  We  expressly  sent 
for  it  to  be  reconsidered)  according  to  the  constant  Custom  in  this 
Government,  but  only  acquainted  Us  that  'it  being  a  Bill  of  a  very 
extraordinary  Nature  he  would  send  it  home  to  the  Ministry,' 
which  We  hope  he  has  accordingly  done,  as  we  believe  it  will  be 
found,  however  the  Governor  may  have  misapprehended  it,  to  have 
nothing  extraordinary  in  its  Nature,  or  inconsistent  with  our  Duty 
to  the  Crown,  or  assuming  more  than  our  just  Rights  and  Privi- 
leges,, 

"  On  the  whole,  while  We  find  the  Governor  transforming  our 
best  Actions  into  Crime,  and  endeavouring  to  Render  the  Inhabit- 
ants of  Pennsylvania  odious  to  our  gracious  Sovereign  and  his 
jVIiiifstexs,  to  the  British  Nation,  to  all  the  neighbouring  Colonies, 
and  to  the  Army  that  is  come  to  protect  Us,  We  cannot  look  upon 
him  as  a  Friend  to  his  Country.  We  are  plain  People,  unprac- 
tised in  the  Sleights  and  Artifices  of  Controversy,  and  have  no  Joy 
in  Disputation.  We  wish  the  Governor  the  same  Disposition j 
and  when  he  shall,  as  We  hope  he  will  on  bettor  Consideration, 
alter  his  Conduct  towards  Us,  and  thereby  convince  Us  that  he 
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means  well  to  the  Province,  "We  may  then  be  able  to  transact  the 
Publick  Business  together  with  Comfort  both  to  him  and  ourselves, 
of  which  till  then  We  have  small  Expectation. 

"  Signed  by  Order  of  the  House. 

"  ISAAC  NORMS,  Speaker. 
"17th  May,  1755." 

On  the  Twentieth  May  the  Governor  wrote  the  following  Letter 
to  General  Braddock : 
"Sir: 

u  I  had  yours  by  Mr.  Leslie  on  the  Sixteenth  Instant,  and  as  my 
Assembly  was  then  sitting  and  about  to  rise  I  sent  it  to  them  to 
know  if  they  would  furnish  the  Forage  You  wanted  at  the  Expence 
of  the  Province,  and  by  a  private  Message  they  gave  me  to  under- 
stand that  their  Committee  would  purchase  and  send  the  Forage 
required;  but  upon  my  writing  to  the  Committee  they  return'd 
me  for  Answer  that  they  had  no  money  in  their  Hands,  and  could 
only  assist  as  private  Persons ;  Upon  which  I  have  supplied  Mr. 
Leslie  with  five  hundred  Pounds,  and  given  Mr.  Shippen,  of  Lan- 
caster, where  Leslie  has  contracted  for  Part  of  the  Forage,  an  Order 
to  furnish  him  with  any  greater  Sum  he  may  want  and  to  draw  upon 
me  for  the  same,  which  shall  be  punctually  paid.  Col.  Hunter  being 
here  in  his  Way  to  New  York  desired  me  to  recommend  it  to  You 
to  make  as  many  Payments  by  Draughts  to  this  Town  as  You  could,- 
where  he  would  lodge  Money  subject  to  my  Call  or  your  Order. 
This  he  imagined  would  save  the  Money  You  have  with  You,  and 
consequently  the  Trouble  of  sending  and  escorting  money  to  the 
Camp. 

"  Mr.  Leslie  is  to  purchase  what  Oats,  &**•'  he  can  in  the  back 
Counties,  and  by  Letter  to  inform  me  what  further  Quantity  will  be 
wanted,  which  I  shall  order  to  be  brought  here  and  sent  to  the 
Camp,  and  upon  his  Return  You  will  be  kind  enough  to  let  me 
know  of  any  Thing  you  may  want  for  your  own  Use  or  for  the 
Army,  and  I  will  order  it  to  be  immediately  supplied. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
Servant, 

"  ROBERT  H.  MORRIS. 

"Philadelphia,  20th  May,  1755." 

The  Governor  having  received  a  Letter  from  Sir  Thomas  Robin- 
son, the  same  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  entered  as  follows : 

A  Letter  from  Sir  Thomas  Robinson  to  Governor  Morris. 
''Whitehall,  23d  January,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"  The  King  being  determined  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  to- 


PROVINCIAL  COUNCIL.  395 

wards  the  Support  of  his  Colonies  and  Subjects  in  North  America, 
has  commanded  me  to  signify  to  You  his  Majesty's  Intention  to 
augment  the  Regiments  in  British  Pay,  (viz'-)  :  not  only  Sir  Peter 
Halket's  and  Col.  Dunbar's,  but  likewise  those  which  are  now  em- 
ployed in  Nova  Scotia,  to  the  Number  of  1000  Men  each.  To 
which  End  you  will  correspond  with  Major-Gen1,  Braddock  or  the 
Commander  of  the  King's  Forces  for  the  Time  being,  from  whom 
You  will  receive  Directions  for  the  sending  such  contributions  of 
Men  as  shall  be  wanting,  and  to  such  Places  where  the  same  shall 
be  quartered  or  employed  under  his  Command. 

"  As  there  is  probably  a  considerable  Number  of  Persons  as  well 
among  the  Natives  of  America  as  among  such  Foreigners  who  may 
be  arrived  there  from  different  Parts,  particularly  from  Germany, 
who  will  be  capable  and  willing  to  bear  Arms  upon  this  occasion, 
The  King  does  not  doubt  but  that  You  will  be  able  by  Care  and 
Diligence  to  effect  this  intended  Augmentation,  and  to  defray  the 
Charge  of  levying  the  same  from  the  common  Fuud  to  be  estab- 
lished for  the  Benefit  of  all  the  Colonies  collectively  in  North  Amer- 
ica pursuant  to  his  Majesty's  Directions  signified  to  You  by  my 
Letter  of  26th  October  last  for  that  Purpose;  and  as  an  Encour- 
agement to  all  such  Persons  who  shall  engage  in  this  Service,  It  is 
the  King's  Intention  (which  You  will  assure  them  in  his  Majesty's 
Name)  that  they  shall  receive  Arms  and  cloathing  at  the  King's 
expence,  and  that  they  shall  not  only  be  sent  back  (if  desired)  to 
their  respective  Habitations  when  the  Service  in  America  shall  be 
compleated  and  ended,  but  shall  be  entitled  in  every  Respect  to  the 
same  Advantages  with  those  Troops  which  may  be  already  raised 
in  consequence  of  your  former  Orders. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"  T.  ROBINSON." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Monday  the  2d  of  June, 
1755. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esqr.,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  Joseph  Turner,    ") 

Robert  Strettell,  Richard  Peters,   [■  Esquires. 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  j 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Peters  being  returned  from  his  Journey,  informed  the  Coun- 
cil that  the  Provincial  Road  now  opening  at  the  Instance  of  General 
Braddock  and  for  the  use  of  the  Army  was  in  tollerable  Forward- 
ness.    That  a  Road  was  opened  for  Twenty  Miles  from  Shippensburg 
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at  the  Charge  of  the  Commissioners  to  Anthony  Thompson's.  He 
found  the  Commissioners  under  great  Discouragements  for  want  of 
ready  Cash.  That  there  were  one  hundred  and  eight  Men  at  Work, 
and  they  had  proceeded  as  far  as  the  Sugar  Cabbins,  which  was 
Seven  Miles  from  Anthony  Thompson's;  that  finding  rum  and  Car- 
riage set  at  too  high  a  Price,  he  sent  for  the  principal  Men  of  Cone- 
gochege  and  other  Places  and  agreed  with  them  for  what  would  be 
wanted  and  carriage  thereof  at  moderate  Prices.  He  then  consulted 
with  the  Commissioners  about  the  Breadth  of  the  Road,  and  finding 
it  Twenty  Feet  wide,  which  was  an  unnecessary  Breadth,  he  ordered 
it  to  be  opened  no  broader  than  Twelve  Feet.  And  Whereas  Two 
Roads  were  ordered  to  be  cut  when  they  should  come  to  Ray's  Town, 
One  to  go  to  Wills'  Creek  and  the  other  to  the  Crow  Foot  of  the  Ohio- 
gany,  he  desired  they  might  not  proceed  on  the  Road  to  Wills'  Creek, 
as  it  would  be  of  no  Use  after  the  Army  should  leave  the  Place,  and  the 
other  Road  of  Communication  should  be  opened ;  and  of  these  Matters 
he  informed  the  General  and  Sir  John  St.  Clair,  who  approved  of  what 
he  had  done,  and  said  they  should  not  want  the  Road  to  Wills'  Creek, 
but  desired  the  other  Road  might  be  opened  with  all  possible  Dis- 
patch, and  as  many  Hands  put  upon  it  as  could  be  got.  The  Gen- 
eral repeating  several  Times  with  great  Earnestness  that  he  would 
not  stir  from  Wills'  Creek  till  he  had  Mr.  Morris'  assurance  that 
the  Road  would  be  opened  in  Time,  Mr.  Peters  said  it  could,  not 
be  done  unless  the  General  would  furnish  an  escort  to  protect  the 
Men  whilst  at  work;  that  if  this  was  not  done  he  would  not 
answer  that  the  Men  could  be  kept  together  a  single  Day  in  case  of 
any  alarm  from  the  Indians,  who  might  be  expected  to  make  their 
Appearance  very  soon  and  disturb  them ;  That  it  was  his  Opinion 
the  General  would  find  his  March  difficult  if  Indians  could  be  got  by 
the  French  to  annoy  him;  and  that  if  there  should  be  an  Army  of 
Indians  conducted  by  French  Officers,  he  would  not,  with  all  his 
Strength  and  Military  skill,  be  able  to  reach  Fort  Duquesne  with- 
out a  Body  of  Indians  and  Several  Companies  of  Rangers,  as  well 
on  Foot  as  Horseback.  As  to  the  new  Road,  he,  Mr.  Peters,  re- 
peated, that  it  could  not  go  on  without  an  Escort ;  but  the  General 
despised  his  Observations  about  an  Attack  from  Indians,  and  said 
the  Province  might  but  he  could  not  send  men  to  protect  the  Road 
Cutters.  The  General  was  perpetually  complaining  of  a  Failure  of 
every  Body  with  whom  the  Government  of  Virginia  had  contracted 
for  Provisions,  Forage,  Waggonage  and  Horses,  and  said,  that  un- 
less the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  would  hearken  to  his  Applica- 
tions to  them  by  Mr.  Franklin,  the  army  could  not  stir  this  Sum- 
mer, and  he  would  complain  to  the  King  of  the  Remissness  of  the 
contiguous  Provinces.  He  besought  me  most  earnestly,  to  engage 
Governor  Morris  to  purchase  for  him  a  Stock  of  Flower  &  Provi- 
sions, a  id  store  them  at  Shippensburgor  the  most  convenient  Place 
thereabouts;  and  insisted  on  my  taking  Proposals,  which  I  did, 
after  telling  him  I  was  no  Merchant,  nor  was  the  Governor  neither, 
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but  he  could  employ  the  best  merchants  and  procure  Supplies  of 
Flower  and  provisions  on  the  cheapest  Terms.  The  General  ex- 
pressed his  obligations  to  Mr.  Morris,  and  said  he  would  depend  on 
him  and  no  one  else  for  the  future  for  what  ho  should  want.  Mr. 
Peters  said  further,  that  except  in  the  Tents  of  one  or  two  of  the 
General  Officers  he  saw  no  Butter,  very  little  fresh  Meat ;  and  at 
the  General's  Table  there  was  a  very  scanty  Supply,  and  the  Beef 
not  sweet;  and  there  was  a  general  Complaint  among  the  Officers 
of  Want  of  necessaries. 

Mr.  Peters  related  further,  that  he  found  Scarrooyady,  Andrew 
Montour,  and  about  Forty  of  our  Indians  from  Aucquich,  at  the 
Camp  with  their  Wives  and  Families,  who  were  extremely  dissatis- 
fied at  not  being  consulted  with  by  the  General,  and  got  frequently 
into  high  Quarrels,  their  Squas  bringing  them  money  in  Plenty 
which  they  got  from  the  Officers,  who  were  scandalously  fond  of 
them;  that  he  represented  the  Consequences  of  this  Licentiousness 
to  the  General,  who  issued  Orders  that  no  Indian  Woman  should 
be  admitted  into  the  Camp,  a,nd  insisted  with  the  Indians  that  their 
Women  should  be  sent  home. 

Mr.  Peters  further  reported,  that  he  had  delivered  the  Warrants 
committed  to  his  Care  for  the  Apprehension  of  Two  Persons  charged 
by  Arthur  DeJap  with  having  carried  on  a  Correspondence  with  the 
French  at  the  Ohio,  to  Mr.  Potter  the  Sheriff,  who  took  them  into 
Custody;  and  as  some  Magistrates  and  other  Inhabitants  of  Cum- 
berland County  went  with  him  to  the  Camp,  he  persuaded  the 
Sheriff  to  go  also  and  bring  with  him  the  Prisoners,  and  he  deliv- 
ered them  to  the  Provost  at  the  Camp;  but  the  General  thought 
not  proper  to  examine  the  matter  least  he  should  have  been 
obliged  to  punish  them  too  severely  in  case  they  should  be  found 
guilty,  and,  therefore,  they  were  taken  back  by  the  Sheriff  and 
committed  to  the  Goal  of  Cumberland  County.  Mr.  Peters  added 
that  they  were  examined  very  accurately  in  his  Presence  by  the 
Magistrates,  and  it  did  not  appear  that  they  were  guilty  but  rather 
that  Delaphad  from  ill  Nature  lodged  the  accusation  against  them. 

Then  the  Governor  laid  before  the  Council  the  following  Letters 
and  Papers,  viz1- : 

A  Letter  from  General  Braddock  of  the  20th  of  May. 

A  letter  from  George  Croghan  of  the  20th  of  May. 

General  Braddock's  Letter  of  the  24th  of  May. 

General  Braddock's  Proposals  of  the  24th  of  May. 

A  Letter  from  John  Armstrong  of  18th  May. 

Another  letter  from  John  Armstrong  of  the  2Gth  May. 

A  Letter  from  James  Burd  of  31st  May. 

Which  were  read  and  ordered  to  be  entered  in  the  above  Order. 
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A  Letter  from  General  Braddock  to  Governor  Morris. 

"  Fort  Cumberland,  May  20th;  1755. 

"  Sir : 

"  I  received  your  Letter  yesterday  acquainting  me  with  your  Pro- 
ceedings relating  to  the  Road  to  be  made  from  Philadelphia  to  the 
Forks  of  Yaughyaugani,  to  which  I  shall  only  say  that  as  I  am 
convinced  of  your  Zeal  for  his  Majestie's  Service  and  the  Success  of 
the  present  Expedition,  I  make  no  Doubt  You  have  already  and  will 
continue  to  use  your  utmost  Endeavours  for  carrying  that  necessary 
Work  into  Execution. 

"  I  have  engaged  between  40  and  50  Indians  from  the  Frontier 
of  your  Province  to  go  with  me  over  the  Mountains,  and  shall  take 
Croghan  and  Montour  into  Service.  In  a  few  Days  the  Women  and 
Children  which  accompanied  'em  hither  will  return  to  your  Gov- 
vernment;  and  I  must  repeat  my  Desire  to  You  that  You  would  take 
particular  Care  of  'em,  of  which  I  have  given  'em  the  strongest 
Assurances. 

"I  have  signified  to  Mr.  Shirley  my  Approbation  of  his  taking 
Col.  Scuyler  and  the  500  Men  raised  in  the  Jerseys  under  his  Com- 
mand, and  have  acquainted  Governor  Belcher  with  my  Resolutions. 

"  This  will  be  delivered  to  You  by  Mr.  Franklin;  I  have  received 
great  Assistance  from  his  Father  and  himself,  for  which  I  think 
myself  the  more  obliged  to  'em  as  I  have  hitherto  met  with  very 
few  Instances  of  Ability  or  Honesty  in  the  Persons  I  have  had  to 
deal  with  in  the  Execution  of  his  Majesty's  Service  in  America. 
"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

"E.  BRADDOCK." 


A  Letter  from  George  Croghan  to  Governor  Morris. 

"Fort  Cumberland,  May  the  20th,  1755. 
"May  it  please  your  Honour: 

"To-morrow  what  Indian  Women  and  Children  came  here  with 
me  set  off  back  for  Aucquick  by  Order  of  the  General,  the  Men 
entirely  go  with  the  General,  and  the  General  insists  on  my  going 
with  him,  so  that  it  is  out  of  my  Power  to  provide  for  those  Women 
and  Children  that  will  remain  at  my  House.  Mr.  William  Frank- 
lin and  I,  with  Mr.  Montour,  spoke  to  the  Indians  and  endeavoured 
to  get  them  to  consent  to  send  their  Women  and  Children  nearer  to 
the  Inhabitants,  but  their  Answer  was  that  Aucquick  was  the  Place 
they  had  fix'd  on  for  their  Residence  till  the  War  was  ended,  and 
as  many  of  their  Women  and  Children  were  there  already  planting 
they  were  determined  not  to  remove  from  thence,  and  that  the 
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General  had  promised  they  should  be  provided  for,  so  that  I  shall 
make  bold  to  give  your  Honour  my  Opinion  in  what  Manner  they 
should  be  maintained.  There  will  be  about  120  Women  and  Child- 
ren behind,  and  if  Mr.  Smith  or  Mr.  Armstrong,  assemblymen  in 
Cumberland,  were  employed  to  purchase  Provisions  and  send  it  out 
to  my  House  for  them,  I  would  order  my  Brother  to  deliver  it  to 
them  every  Day;  but  if  your  Honour  would  appoint  any  other  Per- 
son to  reside  there  and  have  the  Care  of  them  it  would  be  much 
more  agreeable  to  me.  They  must  have  both  Flower,  Indian  Com, 
and  salt,  and  I  assure  You  one  Pound  of  Flower  with  Corn  will  be 
little  enough  for  them  ^  head,  for  it  would  be  much  easier  to  main- 
tain double  the  Number  of  Whites.  I  have  engaged  all  my  Horses 
for  the  Expedition,  which  makes  it  impossible  for  me  to  bring  the 
Provisions  to  them ;  nor  do  I  care  to  be  concerned  in  purchasing 
any  more  Provisions  for  the  Govrenment,  as  I  find  it  very  difficult 
to  settle  my  Accounts,  as  I  can't  go  to  Philadelphia  myself  to  see 
them  settled.  I  have  left  no  Family  behind  me  but  my  Brother 
and  a  few  Negroes,  so  that  if  your  Honour  appoints  any  Person  to 
take  care  of  the  Indians  he  may  live  in  my  House  with  my  Brother, 
who  will  assist  him  as  much  as  in  his  Power.  What  Expences  has 
accrued  fur  the  Maintenance  of  the  Indians  since  I  sent  down  my 
accounts  by  Mr.  Joseph  Armstrong,  and  the  Expences  of  bringing 
the  Iudians  here  to  meet  the  General,  he  desires  me  to  charge  to 
your  Honour,  and  what  may  accrue  till  I  receive  your  Honour's 
Answer,  which  I  would  be  glad  to  have  by  Express,  as  it  is  likely 
the  Army  march  soon.  We  heard  Yesterday  that  the  French 
Indians  have  killed  four  of  the  Delawares.  The  Messengers  I  sen: 
to  the  Shawonese,  Twightees,  and  Owendats  are  not  yet  returned, 
but  I  hear  they  are  coming,  so  that  I  hope  they  will  join  the  General 
before  the  Army  gets  to  the  Ohio.  I  have  here  about  50  Men  and 
in  a  few  Pays  expect  20  more,  which  were  left  behind  at  my  House, 
some  sick  and  others  sent  on  Messages  to  Sasquehannah.  By  all 
Opportunities  I  will  acquaint  Your  Honour  what  number  of  Indians 
joins  the  General  and  of  what  Tribes. 

"I  am  Your  Honour's  most  humble  and  obedient  Servant, 

"GEO.  CKOGHAN. 


A  Letter  from    General  BraJJock  to   Governor  Morris. 
"Sir: 

"  As  I  propose  soon  to  begin  my  March  for  Fort  "Puquesne,  I  am 
desirous  of  adjusting  every  future  Contingency  with  the  several 
Governors  in  such  a  Manner  as  to  avoid  any  Mistake  or  Misunder- 
standing. If  I  take  the  Fort  in  its  present  Condition  I  shall  nuke 
what  Additions  to  it  I  shall  Judge  necessary,  and  shall  leave  the 
Guns,  Ammunition,  and  Stores  belonging  to  the  Fort  with  a  Gar- 
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rison  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  Forces.  But  in  case,,  as  I  have 
some  Reason  to  apprehend,  they  should  abandon  and  destroy  the 
Fortification,  "with  its  Guns,  &ca-'  I  will  repair  or  construct  some 
Place  of  Defence  and  leave  a  Garrison  as  before.  But  as  to  the 
Artillery,  Ammunition,  Stores,  Provisions, ' &?*■''  they  must  be  imme- 
diately supplied  by  the  Governments  of  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and 
Maryland,  separately  or  conjunctive!}7,  for  the  Train  I  take  with 
me  I  shall  find  absolutely  necessary  for  the  farther  Execution  of  my 
Plan,  and  therefore  am  determined  to  leave  none  of  them  in  the 
Fort. 

"  And  that  I  may  not  by  any  Delays  in  yours  and  the  other  Gov- 
ernments be  detained  so  long  for  the  Arrival  of  your  Guns  and  Con- 
voy as  to  frustrate  any  other  Designs  for  this  Year,  I  must  beg  that 
Artillery,  Ammunition,  Provision,  Stores,  &ca'may  ba  sent  with  all 
Diligence  to  the  Fort.  And  a  proper  Quantity  of  Flower  and  Meat 
should  be  preparing,  as  these  in  every  Situation  must  be  required; 
and  if  Care  is  not  taken  (o  send  these  Convoys  to  them  the  Men 
must  Starve  and  his  Majesty's  Arms  be  dishonoured  (should  they 
prove  successful)  and  the  Expences  and  Trouble  which  His  Regard 
to  his  Colonies  have  engaged  him  in  rendered  useless.  A  Neglect 
of  this  kind  must,  therefore,  consequently  be  highly  disapproved  by 
the  King  and  the  Ministers. 

"  Some  Indians  lately  arrived  from  Fort  Duquesne  mention  a 
Bravado  of  the  French  and  their  Indians  (at  best  it  appears  to  me 
as  such),  that  they  propose,  when  the  Army  is  far  advanced,  to 
fall  upon  this  back  Country  and  destroy  its  Inhabitants.  Make 
what  Use  or  give  Credit  to  this  Intelligence  as  You  please.  How- 
ever, It  may  not  be  amiss  to  take  all  possible  Precautions.  I  am, 
Sir, 

u  Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 

"E.  BRABDOCR. 

"  Dear  Morris: 

"  You  will  by  the  Bearer,  Mr.  Peters,  be  informed  of  the  Situa- 
tion I  am  in  by  the  Folly  of  Mr.  Dinwiddie  and  the  Roguery  of  the 
Assembly,  and  unless  the  Road  of  Communication  from  your  Prov- 
ince is  opened  and  some  Contracts  made  in  Consequence  of  the 
Power  I  have  given,  I  must  inevitably  be  starved.  Sr- John  Sinclair 
(who  by  the  by  is  ashamed  of  his  having  talked  of  You  in  the  Manner 
he  did)  has  employed,  by  the  Advice  of  Governor  Sharpe,  a  fellow 
at  Conegachege,  one  Cressup,  who  has  behaved  in  such  a  Manner 
in  Relation  to  the  Pennsylvania  Flower  that  if  he  had  been  a 
French  Commis.  he  could  not  have  acted  more  for  their  Interest. 
In  short,  in  every  instance  but  in  my  Contract  for  the  Pennsylvania 
Waggons  I  have  been  deceived  and  met  with  nothing  but  lies  and 
Villainy.  I  hope,  however,  in  Spite  of  this  that  we  shall  pass  a 
merry  Christmas  together. 

"May  24,  1755." 


PROVINCIAL  COUNCIL.  401 


Proposals  far  a    Contract  or   Contracts  for  supplying   tJie    F* 
ml  a!  Braddock's  Command. 

••  That  Governor  Morris,  in  Conjunction  with  Mr.  I  find 

me  proper  Persons  who  may  make  one  or  mor 
furnishing  Bread  or  Flower  and  1  r  in  Want  of  them  Salt 

.  Pork,  or  Fish,  sufficient  to   s  -a  for 

three  Months,  to  be  laid  in  at  Sbippei 

convenient  Place  can  be  proposed  by  Lettei  y  me, 

which  will  be  necessary  in  order  to  avoi.l  the  reappointment  and 
ill  Consequences  that  must  happen  through  Mistakes.     These  I 
pious  to  be  in  Store  and  ready  ftp  be  feteh'd  or  sent  to  the  Y 
in  July. 

D  case  it  should  be  found  impracti  .'ontraets 

the  most  early  Accounts  must  ar  all  Events  bo  scut  to  mc  : 
my  depending  upon  them.     And  I  do  hereby  promise  to  fulfil  and 
perforin  my  Par:  of  the  3  a  in  my  Behalf  by  Gov- 

ernor Morris  and  Mr.  Peters  for  the  Purr 

ratable  for  the  Expence  and  Charg  ling  'em. 

"E.  BRADDOGK. 

"Camp  at  Fort  Cumberland,  Maj  -4,  17 


UA  Letter  to  "t>m  Mr.  John  Armstrong. 

••Carlisle.  18th  May.  17" 
"  Honoured  Sir: 

••Yesterday  Afternoon  on  returning  from  the  New  Road  I  met 
the  Secretary  and  Mr.  Hockley  ab^ut  eight  Miles  Westward  of 
Carlisle,  and  upon  knowing  the  Number  of  L 
Space  yet  to  make  'twas  agreed  immediately  to  convene  the  Com- 
missiouers  for  laying  out  the  road  with  the  Representatives  oi  this 
County,  in  order  to  regulate  Matters  so  as  to  make  the  Expence  to 
the  Province  as  easy  as  possible,  also  to  make  the  bes  .:ions 

We  can  of  the  Number  of  Persons  yet  wanted  to  give  the  Road 
necessary  and  reasonable  Dispatch.  These  Tilings.  \*c,  your  Honor 
will  receive  by  Express,  which  will  also  as  far  as  may  be  right  sud- 
denly be  laid  before  the  General. 

k-  The  Work  was  begun  on  the  Sixth  Instant  wit'  D  or 

Fifteen  Men:   I  went  out  to  see  them  and  staid  several  DajS  :   their 
number  increased  by  the  loth  to  about  Seventy  Labourers,  I    - 
Overseers  and  Cooks.  eVa-  iu  which    Time    they  made    ; 
Miles   thirty    Feet  wide.     To  make   the    Road   the    same   \\\d;u 
throughout,  one  Mile  will  require  near  Sixty  Men  99  Pay. 

"  The  Expence  of  opening  both  Roads  will  be  little  under  Two 
Thousand  Pounds,  uuless  the  difficult  Parts  be  made  narrows.    Mr. 
VOL.  VI- — 26. 
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Burd  has  the  whole  Management  hitherto,  none  other  of  the  Com- 
missioners for  laying  out  being  at  Liberty  to  take  the  Oversight  of 
Opening.  In  case  any  Regulation  with  Respect  to  Overseers  be 
necessary,  the  Secretary  expects  your  Honour  will  approve  what 
may  be  done.  I  wrote  twice  to  Mr.  Peters  that  the  difficult  Dis- 
putes among  the  irregular  Settlers  over  the  Hills  would  not  suffer 
me  to  attend  the  Opening  of  the  Road. 

"  This  Week  will  bring  in,  with  what  already  is,  about  one  hun- 
dred Labourers,  and  two  or  three  hundred  more  will  undoubtedly 
be  necessary  to  finish  the  Work  by  Harvest.  As  a  proper  Reward 
is  not  like  to  excite  a  sufficient  number  of  Persons  to  undertake 
this  necessary  work,  'tis  probable  your  Honour  will  be  obliged  to 
use  compulsive  Measures  or  at  least  to  intimidate,  and  that  as  early 
as  possible.  Our  Country  has  but  few  Labourers  left  in  it  betwixt 
the  Road  and  the  Army.  Lancaster  County  doubtless  must  have 
a  great  many  in  it.  I  have  wrote  to  Mr.  Shippen  and  am  to  set  out 
this  Afternoon  for  the  Road.  We  hear  Sir  John  is  return' d  with- 
out finding  a  Road  from  the  Camp  to  where  We  stopped  on  a 
Branch  of  the  Yohiogain,  and  is  determined  to  take  the  Virginia 
Road  to  the  Meadows.  This  is  bad  for  Us  as  'tis  likely  the  Province 
must  extend  the  present  Survey  until  it  intersect  their  rout. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  Honour's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Ser- 
vant, 

"JOHN  ARMSTRONG." 


iC  Another  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  Mr.  John  Armstrong. 

"  Carlisle,  26th  May,  1755„ 
"  Honoured  Sir : 

"Last  Tuesday  Afternoon  I  parted  with  Mr.  Peters  and  Mr. 
Hockley  at  the  Roads  a  few  miles  on  this  Side  of  Sideling  Hill,  who 
then  in  good  health  set  out  for  the  Camp.  The  Representatives  of 
this  County  and  a  Majority  of  the  Commissioners  was  convened 
and  in  the  Presence  of  the  Secretary  put  the  Work  under  the  best 
Regulations  We  could,  as  well  with  Respect  to  Frugality  that  the 
Province  should  not  be  imposed  upon,  as  at  the  same  Time  to  give 
the  Road  all  possible  Dispatch. 

"The  Prices  of  Waggons  are  fixed  at  12s.  and  6d.  ^  Day;  of 
Aqua  Vitse  or  Whiskey  at  2s.  and  6d.  f  Gallon,  and  Bacon  at  Six 
Pence  ^  Pound.  The  Men  put  in  small  companies  of  12  or  15 
Each,  under  their  respective  Overseers,  who  are  also  to  lend  a  hand 
on  all  Occasions. 

"  The  Road  instead  of  thirty  Feet  wide  at  which  it  was  carried 
about  Ten  Miles  is  reduced  to  Twenty,  and  all  Parts  requiring  dig- 
ging or  quarrying  to  Ten.     If  the  General  objects  to  this  alteration. 
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'tis  to  be  widen'd  on  Return  of  the  Hands.  This  alteration  will 
expedite  the  Business  much,  and  answer  all  the  Purposes  of  a  High- 
way in  that  Part  of  the  World. 

"  Mr.  Peters  by  your  Honour's  Authority  has  added  Two  Com- 
missioners to  assist  Mr.  Burd  in  the  room  of  the  old  who  could  not 
attend;  these  are  to  preside  over  the  Work,  keep  Accounts,  A;0-1'; 
A  Commissary  is  put  over  the  Provisions  to  weigh  from  the  wag- 
goners, give  out  to  the  Men,  &**• 

"  One  hundred  and  eight  were  at  work  a  week  ago,  and  now  I  sup- 
pose there  may  be  120.  New  advertisements  are  issued  tolerating 
Labourers  to  return  to  their  several  Places  of  Abode  in  the  Space 
of  two,  three,  four  Weeks,  &ca-'  as  they  shall  agree.  Had  this  been 
done  at  first  more  Men  might  have  been  had. 

u  This  Day  I  received  a  Letter  from  my  Brother  (who  is  laying 
out  some  Lands  for  the  Settlers  in  the  New  Purchase),  giving  an 
account  of  Three  Indians  very  much  painted  who  have  been  last 
week  robb'd  and  drove  off  several  Settlers  from  the  Valley  of  Kish- 
acoquillis.  One  of  the  Indians  by  his  skulking  Position  seemed  as 
if  he  design'd  secretly  to  have  shot,  but  the  White  Man  discovering 
him  escaped.  They  took  three  Horses,  three  or  four  Guns,  and 
some  Cash.     'Tis  said  they  robb'd  another  Man  up  Juniata. 

"  To-morrow  I  am  to  set  out  for  Kishacoquillis,  there  to  decide 
some  Controversies,  and  thence  to  proceed  to  Sasquenannah,  near 
Shamokin,  where  I  expect  to  meet  Conrad  Weiser.  If  he  is  there 
he  may  by  the  Assistance  of  the  Shick  Calamies  be  of  Use  in  Re- 
gard to  these  Robbers. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  Honour's  most  obedient,  humble  Servant, 

"JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 


A  Letter  to  Mr.  Richard  Peters  from  Mr.  James  Burd. 

"  Shippensburg,  31st  May,  1755. 
"  Sir : 

"  I  received  your  agreeable  Favours  of  the  27th  Currant.  I 
was  then  lying  in  the  Gap  of  the  Sideling  Hill,  and  began  to  cut 
the  Mountain  that  morning.  As  I  was  in  want  of  Tools  for  digging 
I  sent  3  Overseers  with  their  Companies  over  the  Mountain  to  cut 
with  necessary  Provisions,  &"'  and  employed  all  the  rest  in  cutting 
the  mountain,  and  think  I  will  be  able  to  make  a  good  Wagon  Road 
over  the  Mountain,  such  as  a  Wagon  with  good  Horses  may  haull 
16  cwt.  W1,  It  is  made  in  this  manner  :  with  a  large  Swipe  for  the 
Waggons  at  each  turn.  As  this  Job  will  be  a  Work  of  8  days  1 
have  discharged  the  Waggons  and  made  a  Store  for  the  Provision1* 
of  Bark  at  the  Foot  of  the  mountain,  which  will  do  until  we  can 
carry  our  waggons  over.    To  the  Foot  of  the  Mountain  where  We 
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now  lay  is  19  Miles  from  Anthony  Thompson's;  but  I  expect  be- 
fore We  finish  the  Hill  the  Parties  ahead  will  be  5  or  6  Miles  for- 
ward. I  measure  the  miles  with  my  Chain,  and  mark  every  Mile 
with  a  marking  Iron.  It  gives  me  infinite  Pleasure  that  what  I 
have  done  has  met  with  approbation.  I  shall  punctually  observe 
the  General's  Instructions  communicated  to  me  by  You  in  yours  of 
the  27th  Currant,  and  will  not  omit  an  Opportunity  to  inform  You 
of  my  Progress  from  time  to  time.  Our  numbers  now  consist  of 
150  Men,  Overseers  included,  all  in  high  Spirits.  After  calling  the 
Morning  Roll  I  mentioned  to  them  the  Satisfaction  they  had  already 
given,  and  recommended  to  them  to  continue  in  their  Duty.  They 
answered  me  with  3  hurras,  God  save  the  King,  and  seemed  willing 
to  tear  the  Mountain  to  pieces  were  they  able,  or  any  thing  else 
that  should  be  an  obstruction  to  the  Proceedings  of  the  English 
Army  as  far  as  I  should  lead  them.  Mr.  William  Smith,  One  of 
the  Gentlemen  You  appointed  Commissioner,  arrived  with  me  on 
Wednesday  Morning  the  28th  Instant  at  Sideling  Hill  Gap,  upon 
which  I  applied  to  Mr.  Smith  and  the  People  for  a  Furlow  to  go 
home  for  8  Days,  but  they  would  not  grant  me  no  longer  Time  than 
from  Thursday  Morning  the  29th  Currant  to  Monday  the  2d  Prox0, 
I  arrived  here  on  Friday  morning  about  2  o'Clock,  and  shall  set  out 
again  on  Monday.  The  People  are  all  anxious  to  have  arms,  and 
if  You  can  procure  me  arms  I  would  not  trouble  tlj.e  General  for  a 
Cover;  but  if  you  can't  they  will  not  be  willing  to  go  past  Ray's 
Town  without  a  Guard.  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  your  Opinion  of 
this  by  Return  of  Post.     In  the  meantime  I  am, 

Sir,  Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

"JAMES  BURD. 

The  Governor  on  considering  these  Several  Letters,  particularly 
those  of  General  Rraddock,  proposed  to  the  Council  to  consider  if 
it  was  not  expedient  to  summon  the  Assembly  to  meet  as  soon  as 
possible ;  and  it  appearing  to  them  to  be  so,  Writs  issued  for  their 
meeting  on  the  thirteenth  Instant. 

The  Governor  then  in  Confidence  communicated  to  Mr.  Peters  a 
private  Letter  he  had  received  by  him  from  the  General's  Secretary, 
Mr.  William  Shirley,  and  as  it  contained  Truths  of  Importance  he 
desired  him  to  enter  it  in  the  Council  Minutes  After  they  were  read 
that  it  might  remain  there,  and  none  at  present  be  made  acquainted 
with  it : 

A  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  Secretary  Shirley. 

"  Fort  Cumberland,  May  23,  1755. 
"  Dear  Morris : 

"  I  wrote  to  you  by  Mr.  Franklin,  but  I  can't  let  Mr.  Peters  go 
without  a  Line  to  You.  He  arrived  at  the  Camp  yesterday,  and  I 
was  extremely  glad  to  sec  him,  not  only  as  an  intimate  Friend  of 
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Yours  but  as  a  Man  of  Worth  and  Sense,  and  one  whom  every  body 
else  would  wish  to  be  upon  the  same  Terms  with.  He  has  made 
Report  of  his  Success  in  laying  out  the  Road.  I  think  it  myself  a 
very  great  thing.  Y  ou  will  receive  Proposals  for  an  additional  Road 
to  be  made  of  no  less  Consequence,  at  least  (if  you  can  prevail  upon 
Your  People  to  be  of  same  Opinion)  by  Way  of  Communication 
with  the  Road  now  making  to  Fort  Venaugo  or  Presqu'  Isle,  upon 
Lake  Erie,  or  to  Niagara.  Mr.  Peters  proposed  an  Escort  of  Sol- 
diers to  be  sent  to  protect  the  People  employ' d  in  this  Work,  or  at 
least  to  preserve  'em  from  the  Apprehensions  they  will  naturally  be 
under.  I  understand  it  is  not  to  be  allowed.  I  think  it  might  and 
ought,  tho'  it  is  an  infamous  Reflection  upon  your  Province  that 
they  carry  their  religious  Pretences  to  so  stupid  a  Height  as  to  have 
no  Militia.  I  don't  know  what  Description  Mr.  Peters  will  give 
you  of  our  Camp  and  the  principal  Persons  in  it,  but  as  this  goes 
in  his  Packet  I  will  give  You  mine,  grounded  upon  the  Observation 

of  several  Months.     We  have  a  Gr most  judiciously  chosen  for 

being  disqualified  for  the  Service  he  is  employed  in,  in  almost  every 
respect  •  he  may  be  brave  for  ought  I  know,  and  he  is  honest  in 
pecuniary  Matters.  But  as  the  King  said  of  a  neighbouring  Gov- 
ernor of  yours  when  proposed  for  the  Command  of  the  American 
Forces  about  a  Twelfthmonth  ago,  and  recommended  as  a  very  honest 
Man  tho'  not  remarkably  able,  '  a  little  more  Ability  and  a  little 
less  Honesty  upon  the  present  Occasion  might  serve  our  Turn  better.' 
It  is  a  Joke  to  suppose  that  Secondary  Officers  can  make  Amends 
for  the  Defects  of  the  First;  the  maiu  Spring  must  be  the  Mover. 
Others  in  many  Cases  can  do  no  more  than  follow  and  correct  a  little 
its  Motions.  As  to  them  I  don't  think  We  have  much  to  boast; 
some  are  insolent  and  ignorant,  others  capable  but  rather  aiming  at 
shewing  their  own  Abilities  than  making  a  proper  Use  of  'em.  1 
have  a  very  great  Love  for  my  Friend  Orme,  and  think  it  uncom- 
monly fortunate  for  our  Leader  that  he  is  under  the  Influence  of  so 
honest  and  capable  a  Man,  but  I  wish  for  the  Sake  of  the  Publick 
he  had  some  more  Experience  of  Business,  particularly  in  America. 
As  to  myself,  I  came  out  of  England  expecting  that  I  might  be 
taught  the  Business  of  a  Military  Secretary,  but  I  am  already  con- 
vinced of  my  Mistake.  I  would  willingly  hope  my  Time  may  not 
be  quite  lost  to  me.  You  will  think  me  out  of  humour.  I  own  I 
am  so.  I  am  greatly  disgusted  at  seeing  an  Expedition  (as  it  is 
called)  so  ill  concerted  originally  in  England  and  so  ill  appointed, 
60  improperly  conducted  since  in  America,  and  so  much  Fatigue  and 
Expence  incurred  for  a  Purpose  which  if  attended  with  success  might 
better  have  been  let  alone.  I  speak  with  Regard  to  our  particular 
Share.  However,  so  much  Experience  I  have  had  of  the  In  judi- 
ciousness of  publick  Opinion  that  I  have  no  little  Expectation  when 
We  retain  to  England  of  being  received  with  great  Applause.  I 
am  lik  .vise  further  chagrin' d  at  seeing  the  Prospect  of  Affairs  in 
America,  which  when  We  were  at  Alexandria  I  loek'd  upon  to  be 


406  MINUTES  OF  THE 

very  great  and  promising,  thro'  Delays  and  Disappointments  which 
might  have  been  prevented  grown  cloudy  and  in  Danger  of  ending 
in  little  or  nothing.  I  have  hopes,  however,  that  the  Attempt  against 
Niagara  will  succeed,  which  is  the  principal  Thing.  I  don't  know 
whether  there  is  any  Man  but  yourself  to  whom  I  would  have  wrote 
some  Parts  of  this  Letter,  or  cou'd  at  present  have  justified  myself 
in  doing  it,  but  there  is  a  Pleasure  in  unburthening  one's  Self  to  a 
Friend.  I  should  be  glad  You  would  burn  it  as  soon  as  You  have 
read  it.  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  have  Reason  to  retract  hereafter 
what  I  have  here  said,  and  submit  to  be  censured  as  moody  and  ap- 
prehensive. I  don't  comprehend  my  Father's  Reasons  for  building 
the  small  Vessel  You  mention.  I  hope,  my  Dear  Morris,  to  spend 
a  tolerable  Winter  with  You.  Pray  take  no  Notice  of  any  Part  of 
this  Letter  to  me  in  your  Answer,  for  Fear  of  Accident.  I  refer 
You  to  Mr.  Peters  for  Business. 

"Your's  most  sincerely, 

"  W.  SHIRLEY." 

"  A  Copy  of  General  Braddock' s  Letter  respecting  the  Garri- 
soning the  Fort,  if  taken,  was  sent  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  and  a  Letter  with  it."    ( 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Friday  the  6th  June,  1755. 
present : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governour. 

John  Penn,  Robert  Strettell,  \  -™ 

Joseph  Turner,  Richard  Peters,  j        * 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Governor  having  wrote  Letters  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  In- 
stant to  General  Braddock,  in  answer  to  his  requesting  Governor 
Morris  to  purchase  Provisions  and  Flower,  and  to  have  them  con- 
veyed to  Shippensburg,  and  there  secur'd  in  a  Magazine  to  be  built 
for  the  Purpose,  They  were  read  in  these  Words: 

A  Letter  to  General  Braddock  from  Governor  Morris, 

11  Philadelphia,  June  3,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"Mr.  Peters  brought  me  your  Proposals  for  a  Contract  for  three 
Months'  Provisions  for  the  Army  under  your  Command,  upon 
which  We  immediately  consulted  some  Men  best  acquainted  with 
the  Trade  and  Circumstances  of  this  Country,  and  I  am  well  as- 
sured the  Quantity  of  Provisions  may  be  furnished  in  Time  to  an- 
swer your  Demands. 
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"  Mr.  Turner,  a  Gentleman  of  note  in  this  Province,  has  under- 
taken to  purchase  the  Provisions  necessary  upon  this  Occasion,  and 
has  already,  at  my  request,  bought  one  hundred  Head  of  Cattle, 
one  hundred  and  twelve  Barrels  of  Pork,  Twenty  Barrels  of  Rice, 
and  Two  Hundred  Bushels  of  Pease;  and  he  is  endeavouriDg  to  get 
Two  hundred  and  forty  Barrels  of  Pork  more;  the  rest  of  the  Meat 
will  be  supplied  in  Beeves,  which  may  be  had  very  good  in  this  and 
the  neighbouring  Province  of  New  Jersey.  All  the  Pork  men- 
tioned above  is  of  the  very  best  kind,  well  cured  and  pack'd,  and 
may  be  depended  on  for  keeping. 

"  I  send  a  man  into  the  counties  of  York,  Lancaster,  and  Cum- 
berland, to  purchase  up  twelve  hundred  Barrels  of  Flower,  and  to 
hire  or  build  proper  Store  Houses  at  Shippensburg  or  McDowell's 
Mill,  for  the  Reception  of  that  and  the  other  Species  of  Provisions 
that  will  be  sent  from  hence,  who  is  to  remain  at  the  Place  and 
take  a  particular  account  of  all  the  Provisions  he  receives  and  sends 
away.  And  he  is  to  provide  good  Pasture  for  three  hundred  Head 
of  Cattle,  so  that  what  are  sent  up  and  remain  in  his  Care  may  be 
kept  fat  and  fit  for  use;  and  you  may  have  them  drove  to  the  Army 
from  time  to  time  in  such  numbers  as  you  shall  judge  best. 

u  Mr.  Peters,  who  on  his  Way  from  the  Camp  came  through 
Cumberland  county,  judges  that  a  Place  called  McDowell's  Mill, 
situate  upon  the  new  Road,  about  twenty  miles  Westward  of  Ship- 
pensburg, is  much  more  convenient  for  the  magazine  than  Ship- 
pensburg, which,  if  You  approve  of,  You  will  let  your  Secretary 
notify  your  Approbation  by  the  Return  of  this  Express,  to  Charles 
Swain  at  Shippensburg,  who,  by  my  Instructions,  is  to  wait  that 
Approbation  before  he  begins  to  build  or  hire  Store-Houses,  and  in 
the  mean  Time  he  is  to  employ  himself  in  procuring  Pastures  and 
purchasing  the  Flower. 

"  I  observe  that  in  your  Proposals  You  mention  Bread  or  Flower; 
it  will  be  much  more  easy  and  cheaper  to  furnish  Flower  than 
Bread,  and  if  you  have  Conveniences  for  baking  in  the  Camp  it 
may  answer  the  Purpose  as  well,  but  if  not,  and  Bread  is  abso- 
lutely necessary,  I  will  order  the  whole  or  any  Part  of  the  Flower 
to  be  baked  at  the  Magazine,  and  will  send  Bakers  up  for  that  pur- 
pose, but  that  will  be  attended  with  an  additional  Expence. 

"The  Hay  and  Corn  Harvest  in  this  Country  begins  in  this 
month,  which  will  render  it  very  difficult  to  have  the  whole  Quan- 
tity of  Provisions  laid  in  by  the  Beginning  of  July,  but  notwith- 
standing that  I  can  venture  to  promise  that  a  great  Part,  at  least 
one-third,  shall  be  ready  by  the  first  week  in  July  and  the  Remain- 
der by  the  first  week  in  August ;  this  you  may  depend  upon  and 
govern  yourself  accordingly. 

"The  Expence  of  this  Supply  cannot  be  reduced  to  an  exact 
Certainty  till  the  several  Things  are  bought  and  delivered  at  the 
Magazine,  but  enclosed  I  send  you  an  Estimate  of  the  Expeuee, 
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which  You  see  amounts  to  between  six  and  seven  Thousand  Pounds, 
or  about  four  thousand  Pounds  Sterling,  which  You  must  be  sensi- 
ble is  more  than  a  Plantation  Governor,  lately  return'd  from  Eu- 
rope, and  upon  bad  Terms  with  his  Assembly,  can  easily  furnish.  I 
must,  therefore,  desire  you  will  send  me  Bills  for  that  Sum  and 
every  thing  shall  be  managed  to  the  best  advantage,  and  the  Pub- 
lick  served  at  as  cheap  a  Rate  as  any  private  Merchant  in  this  town. 

u  I  send  5Tou  enclosed  a  Copy  of  the  Instructions  I  have  given  to 
Charles  Swaine,  for  the  Government  of  himself  in  the  Management 
of  the  Affair  I  have  entrusted  him  with,  to  which  I  shall  add  such 
Others  as  may  be  from  Time  to  Time  necessary. 

"lam  told  that  great  Part  of  the  Flower  sent  by  the  Committee 
of  the  Assembly  to  the  mouth  of  Conegochege,  is  put  up  into  Casks 
make  of  green  Timber,  which  will  inevitable  turn  it  sower.  I  men- 
tion this  to  You  that  You  may  have  it  surveyed  as  it  arrives  at  the 
Camp,  and  if  not  quite  spoil'd  it  may  be  saved  by  putting  it  into 
Bags  or  other  casks. 

"  I  am,  Sir;  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
Servant, 

"ROBT-  H.  MORRIS." 


Another  Letter  to  General  Braddoch  from  Governor  Morris. 

"  Philadelphia,  June- 4th,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"  The  last  Accounts  I  have  from  Lancaster  are  that  Mr.  Leslie 
has  purchased  a  Quantity  of  Forage,  and  had  sent  forward  to  the 
Camp  twenty  Waggons  loaded,  and  expected  soon  to  send  the  Re- 
mainder, which  I  suppose  by  this  Time  he  has  done. 

"  I  have  Bought  one  thousand  Bushels  of  Oats  and  one  thousand 
Bushels  of  Indian  Corn  in  this  Town,  and  have  directed  sixty  Wag- 
gons to  be  taken  up,  and  if  they  can  be  had  shall  procure  Forage 
enough  to  load  them  all,  and  send  them  away  in  small  Parties. 
Inclosed  I  send  You  an  Estimate  of  the  Expence  of  the  Forage, 
made  by  Mr.  Franklin,  who  I  have  employed  to  procure  the  Wag- 
gons, and  who  tells  me  I  may  depend  on  having  them.  Col. 
Hunter,  in  his  Way  to  New  York,  told  me  he  should  furnish  me 
with  Cash  for  this  and  other  Services  that  You  might  order,  but  in 
his  return  tells  me  that  Orders  from  Mr.  Johnston,  the  Paymaster, 
are  necessary  for  his  Justification,  which  he  has  lodged  Money  here 
to  answer.  You  will,  therefore,  please  to  order  me  Bills  for  that 
Service  by  the  Return  of  this  Express. 

"I  have  bought  fifty  fat  Oxen  at  the  Expense  of  the  little  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Lower  Counties,  which  I  shall  send  forward  to- 
morrow with  a  Parcel  of  fat  Sheep,  the  particular  Number  I  cannot 
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yet  say.  I  Lave  put  'em  under  the  Care  and  Direction  of  a  very 
careful  Man,  but  the  Heat  of  the  Season  will  make  their  Progress 
very  slow;  this  small  Supply  in  behalf  of  that  Government  I  must 
desire  your  Acceptance  of  for  the  Use  of  the  army  under  your 
imediate  Command. 

"  Upon  your  letter  to  me  of  May  the  24th,  I  have  summoned 
my  Assembly  to  meet  the  13th  Instant,  and  have  wrote  to 
the  Governors  of  "Virginia  and  Maryland  to  know  what  Military 
Stores  they  have  in  their  Provinces  fit  for  the  Service  mentioned  in 
your  Letter,  and  propose  to  divide  the  Expence  equally  be- 
tween Us. 

"  How  consistent  the  furnishing  Cannon  and  Stores  of  War  may 
be  with  the  non-resistiDg  Principles  of  my  Quaking  Assembly  I 
can't  pretend  to  say,  but  from  their  past  Conduct  I  dare  not  ven- 
ture to  promise  that  they  will  enable  me  to  comply  with  your 
Demand,  tho'  the  Accounts  they  have  from  England  of  their  Con- 
duct being  disapproved  by  the  Ministry  and  by  the  Quakers  in 
general,  may  possibly  put  'em  into  better  Temper. 

"  I  received  great  Satisfaction  from  the  accounts  Mr.  Peters  gave 
me  of  the  forward  State  of  the  Road  that  is  now  opening  to  the 
Ohiogany,  and  this  is  since  confirmed  by  a  Letter  from  one  of  the 
Commissioners,  wherein  he  says  that  they  are  come  to  the  Sideling 
Hill,  and  shall  be  detained  there  at  least  a  Week  (that  is  till  Yes- 
terday) in  cutting  a  Road  thro'  that  difficult  Mountain,  but  I  am 
sorry  to  hear  from  him  that  the  People  will  not  when  they  come  to 
Ray's  Town  proceed  farther  without  a  Guard.  I  have  on  the 
Receipt  of  this  disagreeable  News  applied  to  the  Committee  of 
Assembly  to  enable  me  to  purchase  and  send  them  Arms  from  this 
Town,  for  they  have  none  in  the  Country,  but  have  not  yet  received 
their  Answer,  nor  do  I  expect  it  will  be  a  favorable  one,  tho'  to  do 
them  justice  they  are  extremely  clesirious  to  have  the  Roads  cut 
and  will  willingly  pay  the  Expence.  I  wish  it  was  consistent  with 
your  scheme  of  Operations,  as  there  is  in  this  Province  no  regular 
Militia,  to  furnish  them  with  a  small  Escort  or  Guard  from  your 
Army.  If  they  had  one  I  am  persuaded  the  Road  would  be 
soon  finished,  and  an  excellent  Road  it  will  be,  and  fit  for  Wag- 
gons by  the  Time  You  can  want  your  Provisions  to  come  this 
Way  to  You. 

W  I  find  by  Mr.  Peters  that  You  have  Thoughts  of  rendering  this 
Road  still  more  useful  by  making  Others  from  it  to  Venango  and 
Niagara;  none  here  are  acquainted  with  that  Country.  If  the 
Country  will  admit  of  Roads  the  proper  Places  thro'  which  they 
are  to  go  must  be  settled  after  an  Examination  made  by  the  Traders 
You  have  engaged  in  your  Service.  I  have  order'd  the  Commis- 
sioners when  they  pass  the  Allegheny  Hills  to  give  it  in  Charge  to 
their  Hunters  to  view  and  examine  well  the  Nature  of  the  Country, 
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and  to  report  it  to  You,  and  to  give  You  their  Advice  and  Assistance 
if  You  desire  it.     I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"ROBT-  H.  MORRIS." 

The  Governor  then  acquainted  the  Council  that  he  had  been  so 
happy  as  to  have  pursuaded  Governor  Belcher  to  alter  the  Destina- 
tion of  the  Jersey  Troops,  and  instead  of  sending  them  to  Crown 
Point  to  order  them  to  join  General  Shirley  for  the  Operations  at 
Oswego,  and  he  had  a  Letter  from  the  General  returning  him  Thanks 
for  that  Service,  which  he  read  in  these  Words,  viz'- : 

"  The  addition  of  Col.  Peter  Schuyler  and  the  New  Jersey  Regi- 
ment to  the  Expedition  under  my  Command,  for  which  I  am  obliged 
to  You,  was  of  great  Importance  to  my  Success  and  his  Majesty's 
Service  j  and  I  am  now  from  the  best  Opinions  fully  satisfied  that 
the  French  will  muster  all  the  Force  they  possibly  can  for  securing 
the  Pass  of  Niagara,  upon  their  holding  Possession  of  which  de- 
pends the  keeping  of  all  the  Southern  Territories  and  the  Great 
Lakes  and  Rivers  they  have  at  present  usurp'd  the  Dominion  of, 
together  with  the  Influence  over  the  Indians  there.  And  what 
Proportion  does  the  Value  of  Crown  Point  bear  to  that  of  the 
Lakes  and  Southern  Country  ?  It  behoves  me,  therefore,  greatly  to 
augment  my  Force  as  much  as  possible,  which  I  shall  endeavour  to 
do,  for  it  is  certainly  too  weak  at  present.  The  D — ys  have  thrown 
all  imaginable  obstacles  in  my  Way,  and  I  perceive  an  open  Quarrel 
with  the  G r  is  unavoidable." 

The  Governor  likewise  read  a  Letter  he  had  wrote  to  Governor 
Sharpe  on  the  same  Subject,  viz1-: 

"  Philadelphia,  May  30th,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"Upon  my  Return  from  Maryland  Governor  Shirley  requested 
me  to  go  with  him  as  far  as  New  York,  where  and  in  New  Jersey 
he  imagined  I  cou'd  afford  him  some  Assistance,  and  I  did  not  get 
home  again  till  immediately  before  the  meeting  of  my  Assembly  on 
the  12th  Instant,  or  I  should  sooner  have  return'd  You  my  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  many  Civilities  I  received  while  I  was  in 
Maryland. 

"  Finding  upon  our  Return  hither  that  Sir  William  Pepper-ell's 
Regiment  was  not  full,  nor  like  to  be  so  in  Time,  and  that  the 
Crown  Point  Expedition  was  resolved  on  without  the  five  hundred 
Men  raised  in  New  Jersey,  We  agreed  to  get  the  Destination  of 
that  Corps  so  far  enlarged  as  to  admit  of  their  being  employ'd 
against  Crown  Point,  which  We  brought  about  by  staying  four  or 
five  Days  in  that  Province;  and  as  Niagara  is  much  the  most  im- 
portant Place  of  the  two,  and  where  the  French  will  probably  draw 
some  Forces  to  oppose  Us,  I  think  this  Alteration  is  much  for  the 
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better,  especially  as  Col.  Schuyler  who  commands  that  Corps  com- 
manded a  Regiment  from  that  Province  in  the  last  War,  and  has 
some  knowledge  in  Military  Matters. 

"  Inclosed  I  send  You  his  Majesty's  Message  to  the  House  of 
Lords  and  their  Address  in  Answer  to  it,  whence  there  is  Room  to 
suppose  the  Government  have  some  Intelligence  of  an  intended 
Invasion;  but  the  Spirit  that  appears  in  the  Nation,  and  the  great 
Fleet  We  have  equipped  in  so  short  a  Time,  may  convince  the  French 
that  any  attempt  of  that  sort  will  be  idle.  The  Commons  I  hear 
have  voted  a  Credit  of  one  Million  more  than  the  ordinary  Supplies 
for  the  Service  of  the  Current  Year. 

•  "  My  Letters  tell  me  that  our  Court  have  sent  Proposals  to  the 
Court  of  France,  and  have  limited  a  Time  for  their  Answer,  and  if 
they  do  not  agree  to  those  Proposals  that  a  War  will  be  immediately 
declared,  which  the  Nation  were  never  been  Inclined  or  so  well 
prepared  to  carry  on  with  Vigour.  In  case  of  a  Rupture  We  are 
to  have  Ten  Thousand  Men  in  America,  which  with  the  Assistance 
of  the  Provinces  (if  they  will  assist)  will  be  sufficient  to  drive  the 
French  from  this  Quarter  of  the  World.  The  Duke  of  Dorset  is 
made  Master  of  Horse  in  the  Room  of  Lord  Hartington,  who  is 
going  to  Ireland,  and  as  he  is  connected  with  the  Boyl  Family  he  will 
easily  settle  the  Affairs  of  that  Kingdom,  which  in  case  of  a  Dispute 
with  France  will  be  a  very  necessary  piece  of  Service. 

"The  two  thousand  New  England  Forces  are  sailed  for  Nova 
Scotia  under  convoy  of  three  Men  of  War,  and  Shirley's  Regiment 
is  to  move  this  Day  from  Boston  to  Providence,  where  Transports 
are  ready  to  carry  them  to  Albany.  Sir  William  Pepperell  is  at 
last  arrived  at  New  York  and  wants  nigh  half  a  Regiment,  and  I  am 
afraid  Wrill  not  be  able  to  compleat  his  Corps  before  he  marches. 

"I  am,  Sir,  your  Honour's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

"  ROBT-  H.  MORRIS." 

The  Governor  then  laid  before  the  Board  the  following  Letter 
from  the  Commanding  Officers  at  Oswego  to  Governor  Delancey, 
which  he  received  last  Post  and  ordered  it  to  be  enter' d  as  follows: 

"Oswego,  May  the  14th,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"  Yesterday  past  this  in  their  Way  to  the  Ohio  thirty-four  large 
French  Battoes,  consisting  of  about  three  hundred  Men  (by  what  I 
can  learn)  besides  Indians,  and  understand  that  a  much  greater 
number  is  soon  to  follow,  which  is  all  the  news  at  present,  evcry 
thing  else  being  well,  and  am, 

"KITCHEN  HOLLAND. 

"  To  Governor  Delancey." 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Friday  the  13th  June,  1755. 

present : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant  Governor. 

John  Penn,  Robert  Strettell, ")  y 

Joseph  Turner,  Richard  Peters,    )    jSCLmr 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approve  1. 

His  Honour  laid  before  the  Council  a  Letter  received  this  morn- 
ing from  Col.  Bradstreet  at  Oswego  of  the  29th  May,  which  he  for- 
warded by  Express : 

A  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  Col.  Bradstreet. 
«  Sir : 

"I  think  it  my  Duty  to  give  You  the  earliest  Notice  that  in  my 
Way  to  this  Place  Col.  Johnson  and  I  examined  a  French  man  who 
deserted  from  Canada  with  his  Wife,  who  informed  Us  that  the 
French  had  actually  sent  nine  hundred  and  fifty  men  to  the  Ohio  in 
four  Detachments,  the  last  of  which  he  saw  at  Cataraqui,  and  they 
pass'd  this  Place  about  the  Time  he  expected,  and  that  on  my 
Arrival  here,  the  27th  Instant,  I  made  it  Part  of  my  Business  to 
examine  into  the  Truth  of  it  from  Indians  who  are  constantly  coming 
here  from  all  Quarters,  who  entirely  agree  with  his  Account.  Since 
which  the  movements  and  Activity  of  the  French  makes  it  still  more 
necessary  I  should  lose  no  Time  in  letting  You  know  what  has  pass'd 
and  the  accounts  I  have,  viz'-'  That  on  the  25th  of  this  Month  twelve 
Battoes  pass'd  this  Place  with  Men  and  Provisions,  the  27th  Eleven, 
and  this  Day  eleven,  which  latter  had  on  Board  nine  small  Cannon, 
and  they  carry  one  with  the  other  ten  Men ;  and  I  am  well  informed 
there  are  more  Men  preparing  to  set  out  from  Cataraqui,  and  others 
daily  expected  from  Montreal  there,  and  the  French  are  using  all 
their  Power  and  artifice  to  get  as  many  Indians  with  them  to  oppose 
General  Braddock  as  they  possibly  can,  and  openly  declare  to  the 
Indians  they  will  send  the  whole  Force  of  Canada  but  they  will 
carry  their  Point.  I  must  also  inform  You  there  are  many  Indians 
here  and  Numbers  are  daily  expected,  and  they  appear  to  be  very 
attentive  to  the  Proceedings  between  the  French  and  Us,  and  that 
I  conceive  there  never  was  a  Time  when  the  giving  Provisions  to 
such  as  are  in  real  Want,  and  well  chosen  presents  to  the  principal 
People  than  at  this  Time,  and  that  great  good  might  and  I  believe 
would  result  from  it. 

u  I  have  sent  an  Express  with  these  Accounts  this  Day  to  the 
General  across  the  Country,  and  have  wrote  to  the  several  Gover- 
nors from  New  York  to  Virginia  also. 

u  I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"JN.  BRADSTREET. 

"  Oswego,  29th  May,  1755." 
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The  Letter  from  General  Braddock  on  which  the  Assembly  was 
summoned  was  again  considered  and  the  Draughts  of  a  Message 
read  that  had  been  prepared  by  the  Governor,  which  was  approved  ; 


A  Message  from  the   Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
u  Gentlemen  : 

"  General  Braddock,  who  has  begun  his  March  towards  Fort  Du 
Quesne,  has  represented  to  me  that  in  case  his  Majesty's  Arms 
under  his  immediate  Comand  should  prove  successful,  And  he  should 
take  that  Fort  in  its  present  Condition,  he  will  make  what  Additions 
to  it  he  may  think  necessary,  and  in  it  leave  the  Guns,  Ammuni- 
tion, and  Stores  belonging  to  the  Fort  with  a  proper  Garrison. 
But  if  the  French  should  abandon  and  destroy  the  Fortifications, 
with  the  Guns  and  Stores,  as  he  had  reason  to  apprehend,  he  will 
in  that  Case  repair  or  construct  some  Place  of  Defence,  in  which  he 
will  likewise  leave  a  Garrison. 

"  But  as  the  Artillery  and  Stores  he  has  with  him  will  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  in  the  Prosecution  of  his  Plan,  he  is  determined  to 
leave  none  of  them  behind  him,  and  expects  that  the  necessary  Can- 
non, Ammunition,  and  Stores,  as  also  Provisions  for  the  Garrison, 
should  be  supplied  by  the  Governments  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  and 
Pennsylvania,  and  that  he  may  not  be  delayed  in  his  Operations  he 
desires  these  Things  may  be  immediately  sent  up  to  him  under 
proper  Convoys.  He  has  lately  received  Intelligence  that  the 
French  with  their  Indians  intend,  as  soon  as  the  Army  is  far 
advanced,  to  fall  upon  the  Back  Country  and  destroy  the  Inhabi- 
tants, and  this,  tho'  he  thinks  it  a  Bravado,  he  communicated  to 
me  that  I  may  take  all  possible  Precautions  to  prevent  it.  Upon 
this  Application  and  Intelligence  from  the  General  I  have  called 
You  together,  and  must  recomend  it  to  You  to  enable  mc  to  furnish 
such  Part  of  the  Things  demanded  by  the  General  as  is  proper  for 
this  Province,  and  to  conduct  them  in  safety  to  the  Place  where 
they  will  bo  wanted,  which  cannot  well  be  done  without  a  strong 
Guard.  I  must  also  recommend  it  to  You,  Gentlemen,  either  by 
establishing  a  Militia  or  otherwise  to  enable  me  to  protect  the  In- 
habitants of  the  Back  Country  against  the  Incursions  of  the  French 
and  their  Indians. 

"  Immediately  upon  receiving  the  General's  Letter  demanding 
Cannon  and  Stores,  I  wrote  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
laud  to  know  what  Stores  of  that  kind  they  had  and  what  Part 
their  Governments  would  respectively  take  in  that  Supply,  and 
informed  them  at  the  same  Time  that  1  had  summoned  You  to  meet, 
and  till  You  were  assembled  could  not  say  what  I  should  be  enabled 
to  do  in  that  Matter. 

"  I  need  mention  no  other  Arguments  to  induce  You  to  grant  the 
necessary  Supply  than  that  Fort  Pu  Quesne  is  within  this  Province, 
and  that  the  great  Expence  the  Nation  is  at  on  this  Occasion  will  be 
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thrown  away,  his  Majesty's  Intention,  render'd  abortive,  and  his 
Arms  dishonoured  if  the  Countries  General  Braddock  shall  recover 
are,  through  the  Neglect  of  the  Colonies,  left  in  such  a  naked  Con- 
dition that  the  French  may  take  Possession  of  them  again  as  soon 
as  the  Army  is  withdrawn. 

"  The  Difficulty  that  has  attended  the  Procuring  Carriages  for 
the  Use  of  the  Army  and  for  transporting  Provisions  and  other 
Things  to  the  Camp,  makes  it  necessary  to  regulate  by  a  Law  the 
Wages  or  Hire  of  Waggons,  Horses,  and  Men,  as  also  the  Price  of 
Provisions  that  may  be  wanted  for  the  Use  of  the  Troops  now 
employed  in  our  Defence,  that  his  Majesty's  Service  may  be  carried 
on  at  a  reasonable  and  moderate  Expence  and  private  Men  not  left 
at  Liberty  to  impose  upon  the  Publick;  I  therefore  recommend 
this  Matter  to  your  Consideration. 

"  Knowing  how  necessary  your  Presence  is  in  the  Country  at  this 
Busy  Season  of  the  Year,  I  would  not  have  called  You  together  if  I 
could  have  dispensed  with  it.  I  shall  on  my  Part  expedite  Busi- 
ness all  T  can,  and  must  desire  You  will  not  enter  on  any  Matters 
upon  which  We  have  already  differed  in  Opinion,  as  it  will  only 
serve  to  consume  our  Time  without  answering  any  valuable  Pur- 
poses. 

"  ROBT-  H.  MORRIS." 

The  Governor  recommended  Mr.  Lynford  Lardner  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  Council,  and  as  it  was  perfectly  agreeable  to  all  the  Members 
he  was  called  in,  took  the  Oaths  to  the  Government  and  likewise 
the  Oath  of  Office,  and  then  the  Governor  and  Council  made  him 
their  Compliments  on  the  Occasion. 

The  Governor  and  Speaker  of  the  Lower  Assembly  having  agreed 
to  send  a  Present  to  the  Army  of  fat  Cattle,  and  another  to  the 
General  for  the  Use  of  his  Table,  the  following  Letter  was  sent 
along  with  them : 
"Dear  Sir: 

"I  have  just  Time  by  the  Bearer  to  tell  You  that  he  brings  in 
his  Waggon  the  several  Things  expressed  in  the  enclosed  List 
which  You  will  order  to  be  received  from  him,  and  with  my  hearty 
Wishes  for  the  General's  Health  and  Success  desire  he  will  do  the 
Little  Government  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  the  Honour 
to  accept  of  this  small  Token  of  their  Regard  for  him  and  the  Cause 
in  which  he  is  employed. 

"  Some  days  ago  fifty  very  fine  Oxen  went  from  hence  and  are  to 
be  joined  by  one  hundred  fat  Sheep  at  Lancaster,  which  the  General 
will  put  to  such  use  as  he  thinks  fit  upon  the  present  Service. 
"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  humble  Servant, 

"  ROBT  H.  MORRIS. 
"  Philadelphia  June  9th,  1755. 

"■To  Cap*-  Robert  Orme." 
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A  List  of  Things  sent  to  General  Braddodc,  viz1  : 

12  Hams,  4  Cags  of  Sturgeon, 

8  Cheeses,  1  Cag  of  Herrings, 

2  doz.  Flasks  of  Oyl,  2  Chests  of  Leinmons, 

10  Loaves  of  Sugar,  2  Cags  of  Spirit, 

1  Cask  of  Raisins,  1  Cask  of  Vinegar, 

1  Box  of  Spice  &  Currants,  1  Barrel  of  Potatoes, 

1  Box  of  Pickles  &  Mustard,  3  Tubs  of  Butter  to  be  taken  up 
8  Cags  of  Biscuit,  at  Shippensburg. 

The  Governor  inform'd  the  Council  that  yesterday  he  had  sent  a 
Letter  to  General  Braddock  in  these  words  : 

"Sir: 

"I  wrote  You  two  Letters  by  an  Express  that  went  from  hence 
the  4th  Instant,  one  relating  to  the  three  Months'  Provisions  which 
You  ordered  to  be  laid  in  at  Shippensburg  for  the  Troops,  the  other 
relating  to  Forage  and  other  Matters ;  And  I  have  now  the  Pleasure  to 
acquaint  You  that  Mr.  Leslie  has  sent  from  the  Back  Counties 
where  he  was  employed  forty-five  Waggons  loaded  with  Oats  or 
other  Forage,  and  that  the  Persons  employed  by  me  have  at  last 
dispatched  fifty-two  Waggons  from  this  Town,  each  carrying  fifty 
Bushels  of  Grain,  one-half  Oats  the  other  Indian  Corn.  I  have 
•had  considerable  Difficulties  in  procuring  these  Waggons,  and  was 
obliged  to  issue  a  threatning  Warrant  to  the  Magistrates  of  four 
Counties  which  brought  them  in;  but  the  several  Townships  made 
Contributions  and  gave  from  five  to  fifteen  Pounds  a  piece  to  the 
Waggons  over  and  above  the  Hire  of  fifteen  Shillings  ^  Day.  This 
will  make  it  very  difficult  to  procure  Waggons  for  the  future  under 
a  very  extravagant  Rate,  unless  the  Assembly  who  I  have  ordered 
to  meet  to-morrow  will  regulate  that  Matter,  for  the  People  them- 
selves have  no  kind  of  Scruple  to  make  as  great  an  Advantage  as 
they  can  of  the  Forces  that  are  sent  to  protect  them. 

11  In  mine  of  the  4th  Instant  I  informed  You  that  I  had  applied 
to  the  Comittee  of  the  Assembly  to  enable  me  to  send  up  a  few 
Arms  to  the  Persons  employed  in  opening  the  Road,  but  they 
would  not  do  any  Thing  in  the  Matter,  whereupon  I  ordered  twelve 
or  fifteen  Muskets  to  be  bought  and  sent  up  to  the  Comissioner  em- 
ployed in  that  Service  agreeable  to  his  Request ;  but  there  are  but 
Six  to  be  had  in  Town,  which  will  be  sent  away  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  I  have  directed  the  Commissioners  to  procure  what  Guns  they 
cau  in  the  Country  for  this  Service. 

"  Since  writing  to  You  about  the  Provisions  Mr.  Turner,  the 
Gentleman  employ'd  by  me,  has  procured  another  Quantity  of  Pork, 
which  with  what  he  had  bought  before  will  be  sufficient  as  to  that 
Article,  and  the  Men  I  have  sent  into  the  Back  Counties  writes  uio 
that  he  can  procure  the  Flower. 
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"  Governor  Shirley's  Regiment  will  be  at  New  York  about  the  15tli 
Instant,  and  are  without  debarking  to  proceed  to  Albany;  Sir  Wil- 
liam Pepperell's  is  not  yet  full  nor  do  I  imagine  he  will  be  able  to 
compleat  it  in  Time  For  this  Summer's  Service,  as  I  am  told  it  wants 
nigh  four  hundred,  this  will  render  Governor  Shirley  much  weaker 
than  he  expected  to  be.  I  don't  learn  the  State  of  fche  other  Eastern 
Expeditions,  but  suppose  the  Letters  I  have  the  Honour  to  send 
You  by  this  Conveyance  will  inform  You  of  every  thing  that  is 
doing,    i 

"I  am,  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"BOBT-H.  MORRIS. 
"  Philadelphia,  12.th  June,  1755." 

The  Governor  having  received  the  following  Examination  of  a 
French  Deserter  from  the  Governor  of  New  York,  the  same  was 
read  and  ordered  to  be  enter' d  as  follows : 

"Jean  Silvestre  of  Nants  in  Britany,  Trader,  being  examined 
says,  that  he  arrived  at  Quebec  about  nine  Years  since,  where  he 
resided  about  Five  Years  and  removed  from  thence  to  Montreal, 
where  he  lived  four  Years,  which  Place  he  left  with  his  Wife  the 
24th  April  last  because  the  General  would  not  give  him  Leave  to 
trade  as  he  had  done  formerly,  but  would  oblige  him  to  go  to  trade 
on  the  Ohio,  where  the  Examinant  apprehended  he  shou'd  lose 
what  he  had.  That  the  French  in  February  last  sent  250  Men  to 
the  Ohio,  who  went  in  Snow  Shoes;  about  the  2d  or  3d  of  April 
they  sent  400  in  large  Battoes,  who  he  supposes  went  on  the  North 
Side  of  the  Lake,  and  the  16th  April  they  sent  from  Montreal  about 
300  (whom  he  passed  at  La  Gaulet,  where  the  French  have  a  Stone 
Fort  with  a  Garrison  of  about  30  or  40  Men,  which  Place  is  about 
35  Leagues  above  Montreal  and  25  below  Cataraqui),  and  that  about 
250  wintered  at  the  three  French  Forts  in  that  Country;  Of  all 
these  there  are  not  more  than  300  Regulars,  the  rest  being  Inhabit- 
ants. The  Men  who  went  in  the  Winter  had  two  Indian  Guides, 
those  who  went  afterwards  had  no  Indians  with  them  that  he  knows 
of,  but  that  the  four  (Cachnewago)  Indians  who  brought  him  up  to 
Oswego  told  him  that  the  Cachnewagos  had  offered  the  General  to 
go  to  the  Five  Nations  to  endeavour  to  bring  them  over  into  the 
French  Interest,  to  which  the  General  agreed ;  that  the  Cachnewa- 
gos had  invited  the  Abinekies  of  St.  Francis  to  go  with  them  on 
that  Design,  who  had  not  come  to  any  Conclusion  upon  it ;  That 
the  French  in  Canada  have  Wheat  enough  till  the  next  Harvest; 
That  at  Quebec  and  Montreal  they  had  a  sufficient  Quantity  of  Am- 
munition, but  that  the  out  Forts  were  badly  supplied ;  That  in 
October  last  the  Governor  of  Canada  sent  to  Crown  Point  as  many 
Men  as  would  make  up  that  Garrison  300,  a  Report  then  prevailing 
that  the  English  intended  to  build  Forts  there,  who  were  not  re- 
turned when  he  came  away,  and  that  the  French  talked  of  sending 
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Forces  to  no  other  Part  of  the  Country  than  Ohio;  That  the  Troops 
sent  thither  carried  Six  Pieces  of  Cannon,  3  &  4  Pounders ;  That 
about  Four  Years  ago  he  was  in  the  Fort  at  Crown  Point,  which  is 
the  best  they  have  in  Canada,  and  is  capable  of  mounting  36  Guns, 
but  knows  not  how  many  were  mounted ;  That  he  arrived  at  Oswego 
the  Oth  May  and  stayed  there  3  Days;  That  only  one  Ship  of  War 
of  34  Guns  arrived  at  Quebec  last  Year  and  not  any  Soldiers;  That 
he  knows  the  Number  of  Troops  in  the  Towns,  and  from  the  best 
Informations  from  the  Officers  of  the  Out  Garrisons  he  thinks 
there  may  be* about  2,100  Regular  Troops  in  Canada;  That  the 
People  of  Canada  are  much  oppressed  and  greatly  discontented,  the 
General  taking  two  Men  out  of  every  House  where  there  are  three, 
and  where  there  are  two  one  of  them;  That  those  who  went  to  the 
Ohio  last  Year  are  exempted  from  going  this,  And  that  the  men 
the  General  raises  he  sends  to  the  Ohio,  De  Troit,  and  other  Places 
he  judges  proper.  Being  asked  what  number  of  men  able  to  bear 
arms  are  in  Canada,  says  that  in  Quebec  there  are  about  700,  at 
Trois  Riviers  350,  and  at  Montreal  600,  and  that  there  are  120  out 
Parishes  containing  one  with  another  150,  making  in  all  19,650 
Men  able  to  bear  Arms. 

"A  true  copy  of  the  Original  taken  before  the  Governor  in 
Council  at  New  York  the  26th  May,  1755. 

«  GEO.  BANYOR,  D.  CI.  Con." 

Captain  Ord  coming  to  Town  with  a  Detachment  of  the  Artillery 
Company  from  Nova  Scotia,  on  his  way  to  the  Army  now  on  their 
March  to  Fort  DuQuesne,  the  Governor  applied  to  the  Speaker  and 
to  the  Committee  for  Waggons  for  the  Men  and  a  Chaise  for  Cap- 
tain Ord,  as  he  was  fatigued  and  hurt  with  his  Voyage  and  Jour- 
ney here  and  unable  to  ride  on  Horseback ;  and  notwithstanding 
the  consequence  of  such  a  Detachment  to  the  King's  Cause  and 
the  Reduction  of  Fort  Du  Quesne,  the  Governor  could  not  prevail 
with  the  Committee  to  dispatch  them,  or  to  furnish  necessary  Car- 
riages, so  that  he  was  obliged  to  hire  a  Chaise  himself  and  to  give 
Warrants  for  pressing  carriages,  which  occasioned  great  Delay  at  a 
Time  when  the  utmost  Dispatch  and  Kindness  was  so  necessary  for 
the  King's  services. 

A  Petition  of  Watman  Sipple  was  read  in  these  words : 

"  To  the  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire, 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Province 
of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Counties  of  Newcastle,  Kent,  and  Sus- 
sex, upon  Delaicare." 

The  Petition  of  Watman  Sipple  of  the  County  of  Kent,  upon 
Delaware,  most  humbly  Sheweth  : 

"  That  whereas,  your  Petitioner  upwards  of  Twenty  Years  ago 
did  purchase  a  Tract  or  Parcel  of  Land  and  Meadow  Ground  com- 
VOL.  vi — 22. 
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in  only  called  Tappahannah,  lying  within  the  reputed  Lines  of  the 
said  County  of  Kent,  of  divers  Persons  who  originally  seated  and 
improved  the  same  under  the  Honourable  the  Proprietaries  of  this 
Province  and  the  said  Counties,  and  in  their  Right  had  been  pos- 
sessed thereof  for  many  Years,  during  all  which  Time  they  had 
paid  their  Taxes  in  the  said  County  of  Kent;  But  your  Petitioner 
apprehending  that  the  Persons  of  whom  he  had  so  purchased  had 
not  taken  the  proper  and  Legal  Steps  to  secure  to  themselves  the 
Title  of  the  said  Land,  did  soon  afterwards  in  his  own  Name  ob- 
tain of  the  said  Proprietaries  of  this  Province  divers*  Warrants  for 
the  same  Land  and  had  them  regularly  laid  and  located  thereon. 
Your  Petitioner  further  sheweth,  that  he  at  a  great  Expence  hath 
improved  the  said  Land,  and  hath  continued  in  the  quiet  and  unin- 
terupted  Posession  thereof  under  his  said  Purchase  and  warrants 
until  the  second  day  of  May  last,  when  a  certain  Thomas  Harris, 
of  Queen  Ann's  County,  as  Bailiff  of  the  Lord  Proprietary  of 
Maryland,  under  a  false  Pretence  that  the  said  Lands  did  of  Right 
belong  to  the  said  Lord  Proprietary,  and  that  there  were  great  Ar- 
rears of  Bent  due  to  him  thereon  to  the  Amount  of  Fifty-nine 
Pounds  Two  Shillings  and  Six  Pence  Sterling  Money,  did  come  to 
the  Said  Land  and  distrain  one  of  your  Petitioner's  Negro  men 
and  thirty-one  Head  of  his  Cattle  for  the  said  pretended  Bent,  and 
and  carried  them  away  into  the  Province  of  Maryland,  as  may  ap- 
pear to  your  Honour  by  sundry  affidavits  and  a  Notice  of  Distress 
under  the  Hand  of  the  said  Thomas  Harris  herewith  exhibited  to 
You.  To  the  End  thereof  that  Peace  and  good  Order  may  be  pre- 
served between  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Lower  Counties  on  Del- 
aware and  the  Province  of  Maryland,  agreeable  to  his  Majesty's 
Royal  Order,  until  the  Determination  of  the  Dispute  subsisting 
between  the  said  Proprietors  about  the  Bounds  of  their  Respective 
Provinces,  and  that  your  Petitioner  in  the  mean  Time  may  be 
quieted  in  the  Possession  of  the  said  Lands  so  long  held  under  the 
Proprietor  of  this  Province,  and  to  the  End  also  that  the  Tumults 
and  Disorders  which  would  probably  arise  and  be  committed  in  case 
your  Petitioner  should  take  Remedy  for  the  above  Injuries  he  has 
received  by  a  legal  Course  of  Procedure,  he  humbly  prays  your 
Honour's  Interposition  in  the  Premises,  and  that  you  will  be  pleased 
to  administer  to  him  such  Relief  and  give  him  such  Instructions 
therein  as  You  in  your  Wisdom  shall  think  proper  and  expedient; 
and  your  Petitioner  as  in  duty  bound  will  pray,  &c. 

"WATMAN  SIPPLE. 

"  Kent,  upon  Delaware,  June  the  8th,  1755." 

And  the  Facts  being  prov'd  by  Depositions  to  the  Satisfaction  of 
the  Governor  and  Council,  a  Draught  of  a  Letter  was  prepared  to 
Governor  Sharpe  and  approv'd,  and  follows  in  these  Words : 

"Sir— 

"  I  send  You  inclosed  the  Copy  of  a  Petition  exhibited  to  me  by 
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Watman  Sipple,  of  Kent  County,  upon  Delaware,  complaining  that 
Thomas  Harris,  of  Queen  Ann's  County,  as  Bailiff  of  the  Lord  Pro- 
prietary of  Maryland,  had  enter' d  into  a  Tract  of  Land  which  was 
taken  up  above  twenty  Years  ago  under  the  Proprietors  of  this  Pro- 
vince and  the  three  Lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  and  has  ever  since 
been  peaceably  held  and  enjoyed  by  him  under  the  said  Grant,  and 
distrained  on  his  Goods  for  a  large  Sum  of  Money  pretended  to  be 
due  to  the  Lord  Baltimore  for  Arrears  of  Quit  Rent.  I  am  also 
informed  that  Anderson  Brown,  one  of  the  Under  Sheriffs  of  Dorsets 
County,  with  some  Others,  in  February  last  came  to  the  House  of 
one  James  Anderson,  who  lived  in  the  said  County  of  Kent,  upon 
Land  taken  under  the  Proprietors  of  Pennsylvania,  and  upon  Ander- 
son's refusing  to  pay  him  a  Sum  of  Money  which  he  demanded  for 
his  Levy,  seized  him  in  a  violent  Manner  in  order  to  carry  him  to 
Prison  in  the  said  County  of  Dorsets,  whereupon  Weapons  were 
drawn  and  a  Quarrel  arose  between  the  contending  Parties  which 
was  near  ending  in  Bloodshed.  As  it  is  the  Mutual  Interest  of  the 
Proprietors  of  both  Provinces  to  preserve  Peace  and  good  Order 
among  the  Inhabitants  that  live  near  the  Borders  or  reputed  Line 
till  the  final  Determination  of  the  Dispute  at  present  subsisting  be- 
tween them,  and  Practices  of  this  sort  may  be  attended  with  very 
fatal  Consequences  if  they  are  not  timely  discouraged,  and  are  In- 
fractions of  his  Majesty's  Royal  Order  in  Council  made  for  quieting 
Tumults  and  Disorders  on  or  near  the  Borders,  I  doubt  not  but  You 
will  join  with  me  in  suppressing  them,  and  give  Orders  that  his 
Lordship's  Officers  proceed  no  further  in  the  Cases  that  are  the  Sub- 
jects of  the  Complaints  I  have  mentioned  above. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble  Servant, 

"ROBTH.  MORRIS. 
"  To  Governor  Sharpe." 

A  Letter  of  the  second  Instant  from  the  Govornor  of  Virginia 
was  read  in  these  Words : 

A  Letter  from  Governor  Dinwiddle  to  Governor  Morris. 

"  Virga-  Williamsburg,  June  2d,  1755. 
"Sir : 

"  Your  favour  of  the  2d  Ult0,  I  received,  and  am  glad  Mr.  Shirley 
and  Yourself  had  the  Success  in  the  Jerseys  of  having  their  Forces 
employed  against  Niagara,  as  Sr-  Win.  Pcpperell's  Regim'-  was  not 
compleated,  &  as  that  is  an  essential  Piece  of  Service,  and  am  heartily 
glad  Col0,  Schuyler  takes  the  Com'1-  of  them. 

"  The  Arms  I  promis'd  them  were  safely  delivered  the  19th  of 
last  Month.  I  have  supplied  the  General  with  400  and  New  York 
with  800,  so  that  I  have  left  few  in  our  Magazine,  but  as  I  have 
the  Expedition  so  sincerely  at  Heart  I  was  glad  that  I  had  those 
Arms  to  supply  them,  not  doubting  they  will  be  duly  replaced. 
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"  Oar  Assembly  now  sitting  I  hope  they  will  give  a  Vote  for 
£10,000.  I  wou'd  fain  have  it  20,000,  hut  I  am  afraid  they  will 
not  come  into  it  from  the  Backwardness  of  our  Neighbouring  Colo- 
nies. The  General  wants  Men  to  take  Care  of  Fort  Cumberland  after 
he  marches  over  the  Allegheny  Mountains ;  pray  cannot  you  supply 
50  or  60  Men.  I  shall  send  all  I  can.  I  find  the  want  of  Pasture 
and  some  Money  has  detained  them  so  long  at  Fort  Cumberland. 

"  Col0-  Washington  carried  from  this  last  Friday  4,000,  so  that  I 
hope  he  will  begin  his  March  soon.  I  sincerely  wish  him  Success. 
The  Commodore  is  very  well  &  now  at  Hampton,  but  I  expect  him 
here  next  Week. 

"No  Ships  from  England,  wch"  makes  me  uneasy  to  know  whether 
War  is  declared  or  not. 

"  I  wish  You  Health  &  Happiness,  &  I  am  sincerely, 

"  Sir,  Your  most  obed1,  h'ble  Servn' 

"  ROBT"  DINWIDDLE. 

"  Govr-  Morris. " 

John  Shick  Calamy  having  mcntion'd  to  the  Governor  "  that 
People  were  beginning  to  settle  to  the  Northward  of  the  Albany 
Purchase,"  the  following  Letter  was  wrote  and  deliver'd  to  him : 

"  The  Ilonhle.  RoV  t.  II  Morris,  Esqr.,  Lt.    Governor,  &^> 

£,ca,   (£ca  . 

u  To  our  very  good  Friend  John  Shickcalamy : 

"I  have  laid  your  Complaint  before  the  Council  in  wch-  You  set 
forth  that  sundry  People  have  settled  beyond  the  Line  of  the  late 
Purchase  made  at  Albany  upon  Lands  not  yet  conveyed  by  the  Six 
Nations,  &  it  is  determined  that  the  Line  shall  be  run  that  it  may 
be  known  for  certain  where  the  Limit  extend ;  &  when  this  is 
done  I  will  issue  a  Proclamation  prohibiting  all  Persons  from  Sett- 
ling to  the  North  of  that  Line,  and  I  hope  this  will  have  its  Effects. 
You  shall  have  Notice  when  the  Line  is  run  that  you  may  be  present 
&  see  all  done  right.  If  after  this  any  shall  presume  to  settle  they 
will  be  punished. 

"  I  am  your  Hearty  Friend, 

"ROBT.  H.  MORRIS." 

And  a  Letter  of  the  ninth  Instant  from  Governor  Sharpe  was 
read  as  follows : 
'•Sir: 

"  Your  Letters  dated  the  29th  of  May  and  2d  of  June  I  have 
received,  and  also  one  from  General  Braddock  much  to  the  same 
Purport  with  that  of  which  You  sent  me  a  Copy  ;  a  Duplicate  was 
also  sent  to  Governor  Dinwiddie,  which  was  laid  before  the  Vir- 
ginia Assembly  that  was  then  sitting;  and  he  tells  me  they  have 
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thereupon  granted  £6,000  for  the  Uses  and  Serrices  for  which  the 
General  soliicits  Supplies.  If  these  Governments  only  follow  the 
Example  I  hope  We  shall  find  no  Difficulty  in  complying  with  his 
Excellency's  Desire  and  Requisition.  If  they  should  be  averse  to 
making  any  Provision  I  know  not  what  can  be  done ;  but  this  is 
certain,  that  the  leaving  any  Troops  at  Fort  Du  Quesne  without  a 
Sufficiency  of  Military  Stores  and  Provisions  must  be  attended  with 
the  worst  Consequences,  and  these  Provinces  will  I  doubt  severely 
feel  the  Effects  of  it.  Rather  than  such  an  Event  should  happen, 
if  We  had  provisions  I  would  make  a  Tryal  whether  our  Militia 
could  not  be  taken  out  to  escort  and  convoy  them  thither.  I  flatter 
myself  your  Assembly  will  not  refuse  to  furnish  some  Supplies  of 
that  Sort,  and  then  whatever  be  the  Issue  of  our  Gentlemen's  Meet- 
ing, a  few  Cannon,  some  Arms,  and  Ammunition  shall  be  sent  from 
this  Place.  I  have  writ  to  Virginia  for  Governor  Dinwiddie's  opin- 
ion hereon,  and  to  know  by  what  means  he  would  have  Us  contri- 
bute to  the  Service  in  case  We  cannot  succeed  So  far  as  to  obtain 
the  aids  now  asked  for  such  important  Purposes.  I  really  think 
the  French  and  their  Indians  will  execute  their  Threats  against  the 
Back  Inhabitants,  in  hopes  thereby  to  retard  or  recall  the  Forces 
that  are  marched  under  the  Command  of  General  Braddock.  I  have 
notified  that  piece  of  Intelligence  to  our  distant  Inhabitants,  and 
cautioned  and  exhorted  them  by  a  Proclamation  to  be  on  their  Guard 
and  to  unite  for  their  mutual  Defence.  Your  Kindness  in  trans- 
mitting the  inclosed  by  the  first  Opportunity  will  very  much  oblige, 
"Sir,  Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

"  HORa  SHARPE. 
"  Annapolis,  9  June,  1755. 
"  To  Governor  Morris." 

The  Sons  of  Kishycoquillas  by  Jn0,  Shickcalamy  notified  to  the 
Governor  the  Death  of  their  Father,  and  acquainted  him  that  before 
his  death  he  had  sent  a  Letter  to  Governor  Hamilton  assuring  him 
of  his  Love  to  this  Province,  and  sent  him  at  the  same  Time  a 
small  Present  of  Skins.  As  their  Father  was  an  exceeding  good 
Friend  of  the  English,  and  well  respected,  and  the  Committee  did 
not  encline  to  be  at  any  Expence,  The  Governor  recommended  it  to 
Mr.  Peters  to  send  a  Present  in  the  name  of  the  Proprietaries  to 
these  young  Men,  and  at  their  Expence,  which  was  accordingly 
done,  and  the  following  Letter  sent  therewith : 

"  The   Honourable   ROBERT  HUNTER   MORRIS,    Esquire, 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Province 

of  Pennsylvania  and  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex, 

on  Delaware, 

*  To  the   Sons  of  Kishi/coquillas,  the   late   Shawoncse    Chief  de- 
ceased : 

11 1  am  obliged  to  You  for  your  Letter  by  our  good  Friend  John 
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Shickcallamy.  Your  Father's  Letters  and  Present  were  received 
by  the  late  Governor  Hamilton,  who  acquainted  me  with  it,  and  I 
intended  at  a  Time  when  less  engaged  by  Publick  Business  to  have 
sent  You  my  Acknowledgments  and  Answer. 

"I  heartily  condole  with  You  on  the  Loss  of  your  aged  Father, 
and  mingle  my  Tears  with  yours,  which,  however,  I  wou'd  now 
have  You  to  wipe  away  with  the  Handkerchiefs  herewith  sent. 

"  As  a  Testimony  of  the  Love  the  Proprietaries  and  this  Gov- 
ernment retain  for  the  Family  of  Kishycoquillas,  You  will  be 
pleased  to  accept  of  the  Present  which  is  delivered  to  John  Shick 
Calamy  for  your  Use. 

"May  the  great  Spirit  confer  on  You  Health  and  ever  other 
Blessing. 

"  Continue  your  Affection  for  the  English  and  the  good  People 
of  this  Province,  and  You  will  always  find  them  grateful. 
"  I  am,  Your  assured  Friend, 

"  ROBT-  H.  MORRIS. 

"Philadelphia,  13th  June,  1756." 


Part  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Council  of  the  &th  of  Jane,  omitted  to 

be  entered. 

There  having  been  no  Rain  for  two  or  three  Months,  and  all 
Sorts  of  Grain  near  perishing,  and  as  the  General  was  beginning 
his  March,  the  Governor  and  Council  unanimously  thought  it 
necessary  to  appoint  a  Fast,  Which  was  done  by  Proclamation  in 
these  Words : 

"Bjy  the  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire, 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex, 
upon  Delaware, 

"A  PROCLAMATION. 
11  Whereas,  it  is  the  Duty  of  every  Government  to  keep  alive 
among  the  People  a  just  Sense  of  their  entire  Dependence  on  the 
Providence  of  Almighty  God,  and  to  remind  them  of  the  intimate 
Connection  between  the  Divine  Favour  and  Publick  Happiness,  be- 
tween National  Calamity  and  National  Vice,  in  order  thereby  to 
propagate  that  sincere  Love  of  Religion  and  Virtue  which,  under 
the  Christian  Dispensation,  is  the  great  means  of  recommending  a 
People  to  the  Favour  and  Protection  of  Heaven;  And  Whereas,  it 
is  also  the  indispensable  Duty  of  every  Society  of  dependent  Beings 
in  all  their  just  undertakings  to  address  themselves  for  Aid  and 
Direction  to  the  Supreme  Lord  of  the  Universe,  and  in  all  their 
Dangers  and  Wants  to  deprecate  his  Displeasure  and  implore  his 
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Mercy  through  the  infinite  Merits  and  Intercession  of  his  Blessed 
Son  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  And  Whereas,  such  a  Conduct  at  pre- 
sent seems  more  especially  to  be  our  Duty,  being  oh  the  very  Brink 
of  a  dangerous  War,  and  the  benign  Influences  of  the  Heavens 
having  been  long  withheld  from  -Us,  threatened  with  the  Want  of 
the  necessary  Means  of  supporting  Ourselves  and  the  Army  which 
his  Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  send  for  our  Protection : 
Wherefore,  I  have,  by  the  Advice  of  the  Council,  thought  fit  to 
appoint  Thursday,  the  Nineteenth  Bay  of  June,  to  be  observed 
throughout  this  Province  and  Counties  under  my  Government  as  a 
Day  of  Public  Humiliation,  Fasting,  and  Prayer.  And  I  do  exhort 
all  Persons  to  observe  the  same  with  becoming  Seriousness  and 
Attention,  and  to  join  with  one  Accord  in  the  most  humble  and 
fervent  Supplications  that  Almighty  God  would  be  pleased  to  avert 
the  Punishments  due  to  our  Sins,  favour  us  with  a  fruitful  Season, 
and  give  Success  to  the  Measures  which  his  Majesty,  ever  attentive 
to  the  Good  and  Welfare  of  his  People,  has  concerted  for  the  Se- 
curity and  Preservation  of  their  just  Rights  and  Commerce.  And 
I  do  recommend  it  to  all  Persons  to  abstain  from  servile  Labour, 
and  to  the  several  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  to  compose  Prayers  and 
Sermons  suitable  to  the  Occasion,  and  perform  Divine  Service  in 
their  respective  Churches  or  Houses  of  Religious  Worship  on  that 
Day. 

u  Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia  this  Sixth  Day  of  June,  in  the 
Twenty -Eighth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George 
the  Second,  King  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  Defender 
of  the  Faith,  and  so  Forth,  and  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One 
Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Fifty-Five. 

«  ROBT-  H.  MORRIS. 
"  By  His  Honour's  Command, 

"  Richard  Peters,  Secretary. 

"GOD  SAVE  THE  KING." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Tuesday  the  17th  June, 
1755. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  Robert  S(  ret  tell,  )  F       . 

Joseph  Turner,  Richard  Peters,    j  Jis<lmres" 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Governor  informed  the  Council  that  immediately  after  the 
Secretary  had  delivered  his  Message  of  the  fourteenth  to  the  Bouse 
they  sent  two  of  their  Members  to  acquaint  him  that  c<  having  in 
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that  Message  referred  to  a  Letter  from  General  Braddock,  -as  the 
Ground  for  his  calling  the  House  together  at  this  Time,  the  House, 
therefore,  desired  he  would  be  pleased  to  communicate  the  said  Let- 
ter to  them  for  their  Consideration;"  And  that  by  the  same  Mem- 
bers he  had  returned  an  Answer  to  the  Demand,  viz4'  "  That  General 
Braddock' s  Letter  contain' d  many  Matters  which  were  not  proper 
to  be  made  publick,  and  therefore  he  did  not  think  it  safe  to  lay  the 
said  Letter  before  the  House  unless  the  House  would  previously 
assure  him  that  they  would  not  cause  it  to  be  printed ;  however  as 
he  was  not  for  concealing  from  the  House  any  Papers  that  might  be 
of  Service,  he  was  willing  to  shew  the  said  Letter  to  a  Committee 
of  the  House  if  the  House  shou'd  think  proper  to  appoint  one  for 
that  purpose." 

On  the  Sixteenth  the  Governor  received  a  written  Message  from 
the  House,  which,  in  his  Opinion,  contained  a  Demand  of  the  Sight 
of  General  Braddock' s  Letter  as  a  Bight  inherent  in  the  House, 
which  he  could  by  no  means  allow  j  and  the  Council  concurring 
with  him  in  this  Opinion  It  was  recommended  to  the  Governor  to 
send  a  Message  in  Answer  to  the  Assembly's  : 

A  Message  to  the  Governor  from  the  Assembly. 
"  May  it  please  the  Governor — 

"  It  has  always  been  the  Custom  in  this  Province  when  the  As- 
semblies have  been  called  by  our  Governors  on  Occasion  of  Letters 
received  to  communicate  such  Letters  to  the  House  for  their  Con- 
sideration. 

"  To  give  a  Committee  of  the  House  a  Sight  of  such  Letters  does 
not  seem  to  Us  sufficient,  for  if  the  Letters  are  to  be  the  Foundation 
of  any  important  Step  to  be  taken  by  the  Assembly,  We  think  they 
should  lie  before  the  House  to  be  read  as  often  as  is  necessary  to  a 
thorough  Understanding  of  the  Matters  they  contain  or  require. 

"  We  know  not  what  Assurances  the  Governor  excepts  Us  to  give 
that  the  General's  Letters  shall  not  be  printed,  nor  what  will  be 
satisfactory,  nor  are  We  enclined  to  give  any  Assurances  of  the 
Kind  till  We  see  the  Letter,  nor  do  We  think  any  previous  As- 
surances necessary,  being  certain  that  the  Prudence  of  the  House 
will  be  sufficient  to  prevent  the  Publication  of  any  Thing  that  is 
unfit  for  the  Public  View. 

"  And  since  the  Importance  of  the  Contents  of  that  Letter  is 
given  by  the  Governor  as  the  Beason  of  his  hasty  calling  Us  toge- 
ther at  this  unreasonable  Time  of  the  Year,  and  as  We  cannot  take 
the  Letter  into  Consideration  without  seeing  it,  we  hope  he  will  not, 
by  starting  new  Methods  of  Proceeding  and  engaging  Us  in  trivial 
Disputes,  any  longer  obstruct  or  delay  the  Public  Service. 
"  Sign'd  by  order  of  the  House. 

"ISAAC  NORMS,  Speaker. 

"  16th  June,  1755." 
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A  Bill  entituled  u  An  Act  to  continue  an  Act  entituled  l  An 
Act  to  prevent  the  Exportation  of  Provisions,  Naval  or  Warlike 
Stores  from  this  Province  to  Cape  Breton,  or  to  any  other  the 
Dominions  of  the  French  King,  or  Places  at  present  in  Possession 
of  any  of  his  Subjects/  "  which  had  been  presented  to  the  Gover- 
nor for  his  Concurrence,  was  read  and  agreed  to  and  return'd  to 
the  House  with  a  Message  that  the  Governor  would  pass  it  into  a 
Law  when  engrossed  and  presented  to  him  for  that  Purpose. 

Mr.  Joseph  Armstrong  desiring  to  speak  with  the  Governor 
about  the  Difficulties  the  Commissioners  were  under  in  clearing  the 
new  Provincial  Road  for  the  use  of  General  Braddock,  he  was 
called  in  and  informed  the  Governor  that  the  Money  sent  to  the 
Commissioners  had  been  totally  expended,  and  a  great  deal  more 
advanced  by  himself  and  Mr.  Smith,  and  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  Money  should  be  sent  for  this  Service  or  it  would 
miscarry  notwithstanding  the  Progress  already  made,  and  the  fol- 
lowing Message  was  drawn  up  and  approved : 

A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assemoly. 
"  Gentlemen  : 

"  Mr.  Armstrong,  on  whose  Judgment  and  kind  Assistance  I 
have  principally  relied  in  the  Purchase  of  Provisions  and  other 
Necessaries  for  the  use  of  the  Men  employed  in  opening  and  clear- 
ing the  Road  towards  the  Ohio,  will  inform  You  of  the  Progress  of 
that  Work  and  what  still  remains  to  be  done,  whence  You  will  see 
that  it  will  be  attented  with  much  greater  Expence  than  was  at  first 
imagined. 

"The  Money  sent  to  the  Commissioners  has  been  expended  in 
advancing  small  Sums  to  workmen,  either  to  enable  them  to  subsist 
their  Families  in  their  Absence,  or  if  living  at  a  Distance  from  the 
Roads  to  bear  the  Expenses  of  their  Journey  there,  so  that  the 
country  People  engaged  by  Mr.  Armstrong  and  Mr.  John  Smith  to 
furnish  the  Provisions  have  not  as  yet  received  any  Thing  for  them, 
and  as  many  of  them  are  not  able  to  lie  longer  out  of  their  Money 
it  will  be  necessary  to  enable  those  Gentlemen  to  discharge  the 
Debts  already  contracted  and  to  buy  what  will  be  further  wanted. 

"  The  Price  of  Hire,  Provisions,  and  every  other  material  article 
was  regulated  on  the  Spot,  in  the  Presence  of  Mr.  Peters  and  the 
Representatives  of  the  County,  who  went  there  at  my  Instance  for 
this  and  other  necessary  Purposes. 

"  I  make  no  Doubt  but  tho'  the  Expence  will  be  great  yet  it 
will  be  chearfully  borne  and  all  done  in  your  Power  to  have  the 
Roads  finished  with  all  Expedition  j  the  General  having  ordered 
that  the  Provisions  wanted  for  the  future  Subsistence  of  the  Army 
should  be  provided  out  of  this  Province  and  conveyed  through  this 
new  Road. 
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"  The  General  has  informed  me  that  he  has  thought  it  necessary 
to  discharge  a  Number  of  the  Soldiers'  Wives,  and  has  desired  they 
may  be  subsisted  in  this  Province  till  the  End  of  the  Campaign, 
towards  which  he  has  ordered  a  Stoppage  of  Twelve  Pence  Sterling 
per  week  out  of  their  Husband's  Pay,  but  as  this  will  not  be  suffi- 
cient I  recommend  it  to  you  to  take  Compassion  of  these  poor 
People,  and  add  as  much  to  it  as  will  enable  them  to  provide  a 
Subsistence. 

"ROBT-  H.  MORRIS. 

"June  17,  1755." 

The  Two  following  Letters  from  General  Braddock  of  the  ninth 
of  June  were  read  : 

A  Letter  from  General  Braddock  to  Governor  Morris. 
u  Sir  : 

"  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  discharge  a  Number  of  Women 
who  are  Wives  to  Soldiers  belonging  to  the  Forces  under  my  Com- 
mand, and  must  beg  of  You  to  give  Orders  that  they  may  be  sub- 
sisted in  your  Government;  their  Names  are  contained  in  the  Passes 
I  have  given  'em  for  their  Protection,  and  I  have  taken  Care  to 
other  Stoppages  to  be  made  of  one-third  Part  of  their  Husbands' 
Pay  to  defray  the  Expcnce  of  their  Maintenance. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 

"E.  BRADDOCK. 

"  Fort  Cumberland,  June  9th,  1755." 


Another  Letter  from  General  Braddock  to  Governor  Morris. 
ic  Sir : 

"  I  have  this  Morning  received  a  Letter  from  Governor  Glen,  in- 
closing Bills  upon  England  payable  to  Myself  for  £4,000  Sterl. 
As  You  have  been  so  good  as  to  advance  Money  for  purchasing 
Forage,  and  have  undertaken  to  make  Contracts  for  Provisions  for 
the  Supply  of  the  Forces,  I  send  the  Bills  to  You  to  be  sold  at  the 
best  Price  You  can  get  for  'em  that  You  may  rcinburse  yourself 
what  You  are  in  Advance,  and  may  have  a  Fund  in  your  hands  for 
Future  Contracts.  When  I  have  the  Pleasure  of  seeing  You  I 
shall  call  upon  You  to  settle  Accounts  with  me,  and  am, 

'*  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"E.  BRADDOCK. 

"  Fort  Cumberland,  June  9th,  1755. 

"  P.  S. — If  You  should  have  it  in  your  Power  to  employ  some  of 
the  Money  in  raising  Recruits  for  me  I  should  be  obliged  to  You, 
and  desire  You  would  send  'em  after  me  as  soon  as  the  Road  from 
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your  Province  is  opened.  I  want  'em  to  compleat  the  English  Regi- 
ments.  You  may  allow  'em  £3  Sterl.  ^  Man  ;  Arms  and  Cloathing 
will  be  ready  for  'em,  and  if  You  have  any  Body  You  can  confide 
in  to  bring  'em  up  he  shall  be  well  rewarded  for  his  Service. 

"  I  beg  You  would  send  me  Advice  by  the  Return  of  the  Ex- 
press of  your  Receipt  of  the  Bills." 

The  Governor  then  called  for  Col.  Bradstreet's  Letter,  which  was 
again  read,  and  it  was  the  unanimous  Opinion  of  the  Council  that 
a  Message  should  be  sent  to  the  Assembly  with  the  Substance  of 
this  Intelligence,  and  to  recommend  it  to  the  House  to  grant  Sup- 
plies for  building  strong  Houses  on  the  New  Road,  raising  and  main- 
taining a  Number  of  Men  to  keep  open  the  Communication  with  the 
Army,  and  to  escort  Provisions,  and  likewise  to  prepare  a  Militia 
Law  and  to  put  the  Province  into  a  Posture  of  Defence. 

And  on  this  Advice  the  Governor  wrote  the  following  Message 
and  sent  it  to  the  House  : 

A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
11  Gentlemen  : 

"  I  have  lately  received  Intelligence  and  sent  the  same  forward 
to  the  General  that  several  Bodies  of  Troops  have  passed  from  Canada 
over  the  Lake  Ontario  in  their  Way  to  the  Ohio  to  join  the  Forces 
already  there,  that  the  French  are  using  their  utmost  Endeavours 
to  engage  the  Indians  to  take  Part  with  them  in  this  Dispute,  and 
are  determined  to  oppose  General  Braddock  tho'  it  should  require 
the  whole  Force  of  Canada.  There  is  also  great  Reason  to  appre- 
hend that  when  the  English  Army  is  removed  to  a  considerable 
distance  the  French  and  their  Indians  will  fall  upon  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Back  Country,  and  either  cut  off  or  greatly  interrupt  tho 
Communication  between  Us  and  the  Army,  which  will  be  attended 
with  very  fatal  Consequences  both  with  Respect  to  our  own  People 
and  the  King's  Troops  employed  for  our  Protection;  And  as  the 
General  upon  this  Intelligence  will  think  it  necessary  to  keep  bis 
Troops  as  much  as  possible  together,  not  only  for  prosecuting  his 
Plan  but  to  defend  himself  against  the  Force  they  are  collecting  to 
oppose  him,  I  must  earnestly  recommend  it  to  You  to  grant  such 
Supplies  as  may  eoable  me  to  build  some  strong  Houses  at  conve- 
nient Distances  upon  the  New  Road  that  is  opening  to  the  Waters 
of  the  Ohio,  and  to  maintain  such  a  Number  of  Men  as  may  be 
necessary  to  keep  open  the  Communication  with  the  Army,  and  to 
escort  the  necessary  Stores  and  Provisions  to  the  Places  where  they 
may  be  wanted,  that  the  General  may  not  be  laid  under  the  > 
sity  of  detaching  any  Part  of  his  Force  for  that  Purpose,  which 
would  not  only  weaken  his  main  Body  and  delay  his  Motions  but 
the  Detachments  themselves  will  be  liable  to  be  surpris'd  ami  cut 
off  by  the  French  and  their  Indians. 
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"  I  must  also  recommend  it  to  You,  Gentlemen,  by  a  proper  Mi- 
litia Law  to  put  this  Province  into  such  a  Posture  of  Defence  that 
the  Inhabitants  may  not  be  exposed  to  the  cruel  Incursions  of  the 
Enemy. 

"  If  a  Number  of  Men  should  be  raised  and  supported  by  this 
Province  as  these  are  by  almost  every  other  Colony  upon  the  Con- 
tinent, they  might  not  only  serve  as  Escorts  but  might  join  the 
General  if  the  Numbers  brought  against  him  shou'd  make  such  a 
Reinforcement  necessary.  But  if  these  Things  be  not  done  and  the 
Army  by  being  weakened  should  be  defeated  or  rendered  unable  to 
perform  the  Service  they  are  destined  for,  or  should  they  be  dis- 
tressed for  want  of  necessary  Provisions,  I  am  fearful  the  Blame  will 
be  laid  principally  upon  this  Province,  as  we  are  most  immediately 
concerned  and  best  able  to  prevent  those  Mischiefs. 

"  When  I  consider,  Gentlemen,  the  Duty  We  owe  his  Majesty 
and  our  Mother  Country,  who  have  sent  these  Troops  to  recover 
what  We  have  suffered  to  be  invaded ;  When  I  reflect  on  the  Re- 
gard We  ought  to  have  for  the  Safety  of  those  Men  that  are  em- 
ployed in  that  Service,  how  much  the  future  Prosperity  and  Hap- 
piness of  this  Country  depends  upon  their  Success,  and  how  easy  it 
will  be  for  this  Province,  rich  and  flourishing  as  it  is,  to  contribute 
to  that  Success  by  your  doing  what  I  have  now  recommended,  I 
will  not  suffer  myself  to  doubt  but  that  You  will  enter  immediately 
upon  these  Matters,  and  without  Delay  take  the  proper  Steps  and 
grant  the  necessary  Supplies  for  carrying  them  into  Execution. 

"ROBT-H.  MORRIS. 

"June  17,  1755." 

The  Governor  having  yesterday  wrote  the  two  following  Letters 
to  General  Braddock,  the  same  were  read  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
tered : 

A  Letter  to   General  Braddoch  from   Governor  Morris. 

"  Philadelphia,  June  16th,  1775. 
"Sir: 

"  Governor  Delancy  by  Express  sent  me  the  Letter  that  accom- 
panies this,  and  also  a  Letter  from  Cap'-  Bradstreet  giving  an  Ac- 
count of  the  passing  of  some  French  Troops  by  Oswego  with  some 
Cannon.  I  send  You  a  Copy  of  his  Letter  under  this  Cover,  as  it 
is  uncertain  whether  the  Express  which  he  mentions  to  have  sent 
through  the  Woods  will  get  safe  to  You  in  Time.  From  this  and 
other  pieces  of  Intelligence  sent  You  the  French  seem  to  be  mus- 
tering to  oppose  You;  but  whether  they  will  exert  their  Strength 
on  the  Ohio  or  at  Niagara  I  can't  take  upon  me  to  say,  but  am 
rather  enclined  to  think  they  will  chuse  the  latter,  as  they  can  with 
more  Ease  draw  their  Forces  together  and  supply  'em  there  than  at 
Fort  Du  Quesne,  and  your  March  thro'  an  uninhabited  Country 
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will  be  much  longer  to  the  one  than  to  the  other,  and  consequently 
more  liable  to  be  interrupted  and  harrassed  by  their  Indians  and 
Wood  Fighters,  and  your  Communication  with  the  Country  behind 
You  rendered  more  difficult. 

"  Upon  this  Intelligence  I  shall  press  my  Assembly  to  enable  me 
to  escort  Provisions  and  other  Necessaries  to  You  from  time  to  time, 
that  You  may  not  be  under  a  Necessity  of  dividing  or  lessening 
your  Force;  but  I  have  little  Reason  to  expect  any  thing  from 
them. 

"On  the  thirteenth  Instant  my  Assembly  met  agreeable  to  my 
Summons,  and  I  sent  them  a  Message  strongly  recommending  it  to 
them  to  enable  me  to  supply  the  Cannon  and  Stores  You  had  de- 
manded, and  to  regulate  the  Hire  of  Waggons,  Horses,  and  Men, 
and  the  Price  of  Provisions,  that  private  Men  might  not  be  at 
Liberty  to  distress  the  publick  Measures,  As  you  will  see  by  a 
Copy  of  the  Message  under  this  Cover,  but  I  have  no  Hopes  of  their 
doing  any  thing  to  the  Purpose. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"E.  BRADDOCK. 
"  June  16th,  1755,  Philadelphia." 


Another  Letter  to  General  Braddock  from  Governor  Morris. 

"Philadelphia,  June  16th,  1756  (1755). 
"  Sir : 

"Your  Express  just  brought  me  your  Favour  of  the  ninth  In- 
stant with  Carolina  Bills  of  Exchange  to  the  amount  of  £4,000 
Sterling,  which  are  drawn  in  such  large  Sums  that  they  will  not 
readily  sell,  wherefore  I  have  directed  the  Merchant  I  employ  to 
send  them  immediately  to  England  and  draw  his  own  Bills  to  the 
amount  in  such  Sums  as  may  suit  the  Traders  here,  which  he  will 
do  at  the  highest  Exchange;  but  Bills  are  so  plenty  here  and  at 
New  York,  by  means  of  Shirley's  and  Pepperell's  Regiments,  the 
Northern  Expedition  and  Col.  Hunter's  Draughts,  that  I  am  fearful 
Exchange  will  soon  fall.  Before  You  receive  this  You  will  be  in- 
formed of  what  I  have  done  with  Regard  to  the  Forage  and  Pro- 
visions, which  I  flatter  myself  will  meet  with  your  Approbation .  I 
have  done  my  utmost  and  make  no  Doubt  I  shall  have  every  thing 
You  want  in  great  Readiness  before  You  will  have  Occasion  for  it. 
My  only  Doubt  is  about  Escorts,  but  I  shall  try  to  work  upon  my 
Assembly  to  keep  some  Men  in  Pay  for  that  Purpose,  for  the  Rea- 
sons I  have  mentioned  to  You  in  another  Letter  of  this  Day.  As 
soon  as  the  Assembly  are  adjourned  and  a  London  Ship  just  going 
is  departed,  I  shall  go  into  the  Back  Counties  to  settle  all  Matters 
about  the  Magazine ;  and  You  may  rest  assured  that  every  Thing 
that  is  possible  shall  be  done  in  the  best  and  cheapest  Manner. 
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"  My  Intelligence  from  the  Road  is  that  they  are  got  as  far  as 
Ray's  Town,  and  I  hope  they  will  soon  join  You.  If  some  Log 
Store  Houses  were  built  nigh  the  Fails  of  Ohiogany  or  at  some 
other  more  convenient  Place  upon  that  new  Road,  Flower  and  other 
Provisions  might  be  sent  thither  from  the  Magazine  near  Shippens- 
burg,  And  You  might  with  greater  Ease  be  supplied  when  You  get 
to  the  Ohio,  but  of  this  You  are  the  best  Judge. 

"  The  getting  Recruits  here  is  become  somewhat  difficult,  as 
Shirley's  and  Pepperell's  Officers  have  taken  great  Numbers  from 
hence.  However,  I  will  try  what  can  be  done,  and  if  I  had  some 
Arms  the  Recruits  might  serve  as  Escorts  from  Time  to  Time. 

"  The  Women  You  have  discharged  shall  be  taken  Care  of  as 
soon  as  they  arrive,  If  I  can  prevail  on  my  Assembly  to  contribute 
any  thing  to.it.     I  am,  Sir, 
"  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  arid  most  humble  Servant, 

"ROBT-  II.  MORRIS. 
"  P.  S. — I  send  fifty  fat  oxen  away  to-morrow  and  fifty  more  in 
ten  Days  to  Shippensburg,  where  Pastures  are   provided  to  keep 
them  in  good  order,  and  from  whence  You  may  order  them  as  You 
may  have  occasion." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Wednesday  the  18th  June, 

1755. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  Robert  Strettell,  }  -^ 

Joseph  Turner,  Richard  Peters,   j       ^ 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Bill  entituled  ".An  Act  to  continue  An  Act  entituled  '  An 
Act  to  prevent  the  Exportation  of  Provisions,  naval  or  warlike 
Stores  from  this  Province  to  Cape  Breton,  or  to  any  other  the  Bo- 
minions  of  the  French  King  or  Places  at  present  in  Possession  of 
any  of  his  Subjects/  "  having  been  engrossed  and  compared  with 
the  Draught  it  was  enacted  into  a  Law,  and  Mr.  Peters  was  ordered 
to  see  the  Great  Seal  affixed  to  the  Act  and  lodged  in  the  Recorder's 
Office. 

A  Letter  from  General  Braddock  of  the  eleventh  Instant  was 
read  and  ordered  to  be  entered,  and  is  as  follows : 

"Sir: 

"  I  received  your  two  Letters  by  Express  last  night,  and  am 
greatly  obliged  to  You  and  Mr.  Peters  for  the  Steps  You  have  taken 
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towards  laying  in  a  Magazine  of  Provision  for  me,  as  also  for  the 
Supply  You  are  collecting  of  Forrage. 

"I  shall  signify  to  Mr.  Swain  by  the  Return  of  your  Messenger 
my  Approbation  of  the  Deposits  being  made  at  McDowell's  Mill 
instead  of  Shippensburg.  I  dispatched  an  Express  to  You  Yester- 
day with  Bills  upon  England  for  £4,000  Sterling  sent  me  by  Gov- 
ernor Glen,  and  upon  Notice  from  You  I  will  send  the  Draughts 
from  the  Deputy  Paymaster  upon  Mr.  Franklin  for  such  further 
Sums  as  You  may  have  Occasion  for. 

'•'  I  have  ordered  a  Party  of  an  hundred  Men  as  a  Guard  to  the 
People  working  upon  the  new  Road,  which  will  set  out  this  Day. 

"  I  am  much  obliged  to  yourself  and  your  little  Government  for 
the  Present  of  Oxen  they  have  made  me,  and  am, 

"  Sir,  your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

"E,  BRADDOCK. 

"  Camp,  5  Miles  from  Fort  Cumberland,  June  II,  1755." 

The  Governor  receiv'd  the  following  Letter  from  Mr.  Shippen  : 

"  Lancaster,  the  17th  June,  1755.' 
"  Honoured  Sir : 

"  Capt.  Ord  arrived  here  on  Sunday  evening  and  set  off  again 
early  next  morning,  and  it  was  3  o' Clock  in  the  Afternoon  before  I 
could  procure  a  good  Waggon  to  carry  the  Soldiers,  and  I  had  more 
Difficulty  in  doing  this  than  We  had  before  in  getting  Twenty.  I 
was  obliged  to  ride  about  the  Country,  taking  the  Sheriff  an d  a 
Constable  along  with  me,  and  to  threaten  to  impress  the  Waggons, 
&"••  before  I  could  get  one — the  People  alledging  that  they  had  done 
enough  already. 

"  I  understand  Mr.  Burd  has  cut  the  Road  5  Miles  beyond  Ray's 
Town,  which  is  90  Miles  from  Shippensburg.  James  Lowry  (an 
Indian  Trader)  assures  me  that  he  left  Wills'  Creek  last  Thursday, 
and  on  his  Way  home  he  met  a  Captain  &  Lieutenant  seat  by 
Col.  Johnson  to  acquaint  General  Braddock  that  there  were  five  or 
Six  Hundred  French  Men  lying  at  the  River  Ohio  not  able  to  pro- 
ceed, the  Waters  being  so  very  shallow;  and  they  had  it  in  Charge 
from  the  Colonel  to  beg  the  General  to  advance  with  the  utmost 
Dispatch  to  Fort  Du  Quesnc. 

"I  am  your  Honour's  most  obedient  humble  Servant. 

"EDW*- SHIPPEN." 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Wednesday  the  25th  June, 
1755. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  "") 

Benjamin  Shomakcr,  v  Esquires. 
Richard  Peters,  j 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Council  were  read  and  approved. 

A  Message  sent  to  the  House  on  the  Twenty-First  Instant  in 
Answer  to  theirs  about  laying  General  Braddock's  Letter  before 
them  was  read  in  these  words  : 
"  Gentlemen  : 

"  In  answer  to  your  Message  of  the  Sixteenth  Instant  I  think  it 
necessary  to  observe  to  You  that  whoever  is  by  the  Proprietary  Ap- 
pointment and  the  Royal  Approbation  made  Governor  of  this  Pro- 
vince has  a  Right  to  call  the  Assembly  together  whenever  he  may 
think  it  necessary  for  the  Public  Service,  and  from  Time  to  Time 
as  he  shall  judge  proper,  either  by  Speech  or  Messages,  are  a  suffi- 
cient Foundation  for  them  to  proceed  upon. 

11  As  to  the  Letter  from  General  Braddock,  which  by  a  verbal 
Message  you  desired  might  be  laid  before  You,  I  informed  You  by 
your  own  Messengers  that  it  contain'd  several  matters  I  thought  it 
improper  to  publish  to  the  World,  and  for  that  Reason  could  not 
trust  it  with  the  House  unless  they  would  give  me  some  Assurance 
that  it  should  not  be  printed.  This  Step  I  thought  the  more  neces- 
sary as  You  had  but  a  little  Time  ago  printed  and  published  the 
Secretary  of  State's  Letter  to  me  signifying  his  Majesty's  Designs 
and  Commands  with  respect  to  the  French,  notwithstanding  my 
Desire  that  You  would  not;  and  when  You  were  informed  that  I 
had  directed  the  Printers  not  to  publish  those  Letters,  you  were 
pleased  by  the  Plentitute  of  your  own  Power  to  order  them  immedi- 
ately to  proceed  to  the  Publication  of  those  Letters,  which  they 
accordingly  did ;  and  this  You  claim  a  Right  of  doing  as  to  all  Pa- 
pers that  are  laid  before  You.  After  this,  Gentlemen,  You  cannot 
be  at  a  Loss  for  the  Reason  of  my  Caution  upon  the  present  Occa- 
sion— being  answerable  for  every  Secret  of  State  that  shall  be  com- 
municated to  me  by  the  King's  Ministers,  or  those  employed  in  his 
Majesty's  Service,  and  am  and  from  the  nature  of  my  Station  must  be 
the  sole  and  only  Judge  what  Letters  or  Paper  that  come  to  me  on 
his  Majesty's  Service  are  proper  to  be  made  publick. 

"  I  did  not  imagine  You  could  be  at  any  Loss  as  to  the  Assu- 
rance I  expect  on  this  Head  j  but  that  You  may  remain  no  longer 
so  a  Promise  of  the  House,  signified  by  a  Message  either  verbal  or 
otherwise,  is  what  I  expect,  and  whenever  You  will  give  it  the  Let- 
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ter  You  desire  shall  be  laid  before  You ;  but  till  that  or  something 
tantamount  is  done  You  must  excuse  me  if  I  do  not  communicate  it. 
<;  As  you  seem  to  think  in  the  Close  of  your  Message  that  this 
is  a  trivial  matter,  You  may  waive  it  consistent  with  such  Opin- 
ion, I  who  think  far  otherwise  cannot  do  it. 

"ROBT-  H.  MORRIS. 
"  June  21,  1755." 

Several  Letters  relating  to  the  New  Road  were  sent  to  the  House 
on  the  Twentieth  Instant,  and  ordered  when  return'd  to  be  en- 
tered in  the  Council  Book. 


A  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  Mr.  James  Burd 

iEADING  TO  THE  C 

12th  June,  1755. 


From  the  Roads  leading  to  the  Ohio,  \ 


"  Sir  : 

"  We  have  the  Honour  of  your  Favours  of  the  4th  Currant,  it 
gives  Us  an  infinite  Pleasure  that  what  we  have  done  gives  your 
Honour  Satisfaction.  We  shall  endeavour  to  do  our  Duty  at  all 
times  in  putting  the  Governor's  Orders  into  Execution,  and  shall 
be  proud  to  know  your  Mind  from  Time  to  Time  as  your  honour's 
Convenience  will  permit. 

"We  have  at  present  $  of  our  Body  laying  at  the  Ford  of  Ju- 
niata, which  is  by  measure  28  Miles  from  Anthony  Thomson's, 
having  a  good  deal  of  digging  to  do  down  to  the  Ford  and  can't 
employ  all  the  Hands  .upon  it  for  want  of  digging  Tools;  we  expect 
to  finish  here  to-morrow  or  early  next  Day,  our  J.  B's  has  meas- 
ured up  to  Juniata,  we  suppose  that  the  other  half  of  our  Body 
that's  gone  cutting  ahead  may  be  about  4  Miles  off  not  being  as 
yet  measured;  our  numbers  have  not  increased  since  J.  B's  last  to 
Mr.  Peters.  We  hope  to  be  at  Ray's  Town  against  the  middle  of 
next  week  or  towards  the  end  of  the  week. 

"  We  have  appointed  Samuel  Smith,  Esq1--,  to  purchase  Provi- 
sions for  us,  as  we  have  been  very  much  disappointed  hitherto;  it 
not  being  the  Business  of  any  particular  man  We  did  not  know 
how  to  apply.  Mr.  Smith  has  promised  Us  to  devote  his  Time  to 
this  Service,  and  to  employ  such  Hands  to  assist  him  as  will  an- 
swer the  End  effectually  of  having  Us  regularly  supplied;  we  have 
been  several  Times  that  we  did  not  know  of  Dinner  for  the  People, 
which  is  a  horrid  Situation,  as  the  Consequence  wou'd  have  been 
(had  not  We  got  an  immediate  Supply,)  We  must  have  march'd 
home. 

"We  shall  make  the  proper  Inquir}r  and  give  that  Assistance  to 
the  General  We  can,  in  all  Respects,  agreeable  to  the  Second  Para- 
vol.  vi. — 28. 
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graph  of  your  Honour's  Letter,  and  snail  advise  You  from  Time 

to  Time. 

"  The  GJ-eneral  and  all  the  Army  are  march'd  from  Wills'  creek. 

"  We  are  with  Esteem  your  Honour's  most  obedient  humble 
Servant, 

""JAMES  BURD."    . 


A  Letter  to  Mr.  Richard  Peters  from  Messrs.   William  Allison  & 

Wm.  Maxwell. 

"  Conegochege,  12th  June,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"  We  were  at  the  Camp  and  return' d  by  the  new  Road  the  6th 
Instant;  We  left  them  within  two  •  Miles  and  a  half  of  Juniata 
Creek,  the  Road  from  there  to  Anthony  Thomson's  is  better  than 
could  possibly  be  expected  considering  the  mountainous  Country  it 
is  taken  through.  Sideling  Hill  is  cut  very  Artificially,  nay  more 
so  than  We  ever  saw  any ;  the  first  waggon  that  carried  a  Load  up 
it  took  fifteen  Hundred  without  ever  stopping.  We  think  it  would 
be  no  Hardship  for  any  reasonable  Team  and  Waggon  to  carry  over 
it  twenty  hundred,  so  exceeding  well  contrived  is  the  Road  over  this 
bad  Mountain ;  for  four  Days  the  Labourers  had  not  one  Glass  of 
Liquor,  which  caused  a  very  great  murmuring  amongst  them ;  We 
can  assure  You  that  Mr.  Burd  had  his  own  Difficulties  to  keep  them. 
John  Smith,  Esqr.,  was  to  furnish  them  with  Waggons,  Liquor,  and 
Provisions ;  he  sent  one  Waggon  with  some  small  Quantity  of 
Flower,  but  none  since.  In  my  stay  at  the  Camp  there  came  an 
Express  to  my  House  from  the  Road,  intimating  their  Necessity  for 
Want  of  Liquor  and  Provisions ;  my  Son  next  Day  put  out  for  the 
Road  with  my  Waggon,  a  little  Way  from  home  the  Horses  broke 
away  with  the  Waggon  and  all  except  the  Boys,  and. in  their  Race 
they  struck  against  a  Tree  and  overset  the  Waggon,  wherewith  one 
of  my  Horse's  Legs  was  broke  and  another  Horse  sorely  Hurt;  the 
Waggon  was  pretty  much  damnified.  We  are  at  a  Loss  to  know 
how  to  do  upon  the  Account  of  John  Smith's  Proposals.  We  can't 
get  Waggons  nor  Liquor  at  his  Prices,  so  the  People  assures  Mr. 
Burd  that  when  they  fall  scarce  by  neglect  of  their  Providers,  as 
they  did  before,  that  they  will  leave  off  working.  Meat  has  got  very 
scarce  in  this  County ;  the  Waggons  with  the  last  of  the  Bacon  left 
John  McDowell's  the  9th  Instant,  the  10th  Instant  We  got  one 
Waggon  Load  which  is  all  We  know  of;  if  'the  Labourers  want  Pro- 
visions You  have  no  Ground  to  blame  Us,  for  We  neither  were  em- 
powered to  buy  nor  get  Moneys,  but  have  done  so  for  to  serve  the 
Public.  The  Waggoners  generall}*  refuse  to  go  back  on  the  Terms, 
and  there  is  now  a  fresh  call  for  a  Number  of  more  Waggons  to  go 
to  the  Camp  upon  the  former  Terms  of  the  Camp,  which  the  People 
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rather  clmses  to  do,  therefore  Measures  must  directly  be  fallen  into 
to  procure  Waggons  and  Beef  Cattle  for  the  Labourers.  Salt  meat 
is  entirely  done  in  this  Country;  there  are  a  considerable  Quantity 
of  Provisions  daily  expended  now  at  the  Road,  so  beg  that  You  may 
concert  Measures  to  provide  for  them  and  the  two  Companies  of 
Men  which  are  to  be  sent  to  cover  the  Labourers  directly,  which  of 
Consequence  will  destroy  a  considerable  Quantity  more.  We  rest, 
"Sir,  Your  Honour's  humble  Servant, 

«WM-  ALLISON, 
"WILL*  MAXWELL." 


A  Letter  to  Mr.  Richard  Peters  from  Mr.  William  Buchannan. 

"  Carlisle,  15th  June,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"  Last  night  I  received  a  Letter  from  Samuel  Smith,  Esq1"-'  in- 
forming me  that  at  the  Request  of  the  other  Commissioners  he  has 
purchased  a  considerable  Number  of  Beef  Cattle  and  a  great 
Quantity  of  Whiskey  for  the  Use  of  the  People  at  the  Roads,  for 
which  he  promised  ready  Money,  and  requested  I'd  send  him  up 
the  Cash.  I  sent  him  ninety  Pounds  this  morning  ^  Mr.  Potter, 
which  is  all  that  remained  in  my  Hands  of  the  Money  that  was  sent 
up  for  that  Purpose,  which  will  not  be  sufficient  to  discharge  one- 
half  of  what  he  has  already  purchased,  therefore  I  think  there  ought 
to  be  more  Cash  sent  up  ^  first  Opportunity,  at  least  what  will  be 
sufficient  for  purchasing  necessary  Provisions,  otherwise  the  Business 
will  be  retarded  and  they  bought  at  a  much  greater  Expence. 

"  By  Mr.  Swaine,  who  came  from  Shippensburg  this  morning, 
We  have  Account  that  the  Road  Cutters  have  got  to  Ray's  Town. 
"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  humble  Servant, 

"  W  BUCANNAN." 


! 


A  Letter  to  Mr.  Richard  Peters  from  Mr.  James  Burd. 

"  Allogueepy's  Town,  17th  June,  1755. 
"34]  Miles  from  Anthony  Thompson's. 
"  Sir : 

"  I  have  your  agreeable  Favours  of  the  5th  Currant,  acknowledg- 
ing the  Receit  of  mine  of  the  31st  Ult.  I  observe  the  Assembly 
does  not  chuse  to  be  concerned  in  furnishing  Us  with  Arms.  &*-  for 
which  there's  no  Help.  I  received  a  Letter  two  Days  ago  from  Mr. 
George  Croghan  from  the  little  Meadows  by  order  of  Sir  John  St. 
Clair,  desiring  me  to  send  an  Express  letting  him  know  when  I 
shou'd  want  an  Escort,  and  Yesterday  I  received  Advice  by  a  Mes- 
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senger  that  was  on  his  Way  to  Col.  Johnson  at  Albany,  that  CapL 
Hogg  with  a  hundred  Men  were  on  their  March  to  Us  to  escort  Us?7 
and  would  be  with  Us  this  Night  or  to-morrow  j  it  gives  nie  some 
Concern  in  our  present  Situation,  as  We  have  not  3  Days'  Provisions 
for  our  own  Company,  which  is  about  200  Men,  and  We  shall  be 
badly  off  if  We  are  not  better  supplied  when  Cap4,  Hogg  arrives. 

"  The  two  Gentlemen,  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Byers,  that  You  ap- 
pointed to  come  here  desire  that  no  more  Men  might  be  sent  here, 
as  they  are  of  Opinion  We  have  enough,  and  indeed  if  we  are  not 
better  supplied  with  Provisions  I  must  join  in  Sentiments.  I  can't 
tell  what  is  the  Meaning  of  it  that  We  are  always  run  so  close  that 
when  Supplies  arrive  We  have  but  a  Day  or  Two's  Provision  in 
Store.  This  makes  the  People  uneasy,  and  as  We  are  now  in  Dan- 
ger, there  is  some  of  our  People  would  be  glad  of  a  Handle. 

'•'By  the  above  Messenger  I  have  Advice  verbally  that  there  was 
another  Regiment  arrived  at  Bethhaven  from  England,  and  that  60 
Men  of  said  Regiment  he  saw  march  into  the  Camp  at  Wills'  Creek. 
He  says  further,  that  there  was  certain  Intelligence  at  the  English 
Camp  when  he  left  it  that  150  French  and  French  Indians  were 
on  their  March  towards  the  English  Army  with  Intention  to 
destroy  their  Horses  if  possible. 

"  Our  Company  upon  the  Roads  are  in  two  Divisions,  the  fore- 
most Division  this  Night  will  be  about  five  Miles  ahead  of  Us,  and 
to-morrow  morning  We  shall  finish  here  and  march  up  to  them  to 
Ray's  Town.     I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

"JAMES  BURD." 


Another  Letter-  to  Mr.  Peters  from  Mr.  Burd. 

"Rat's  Town,  19th  June,  1755. 
«  Sir : 

"  I  wrote  You  a  few  Days  ago  advising  You  that  I  was  informed 
that  Cap'-  Hogg  was  on  his  March  towards  Us,  and  on  Monday 
Evening  he  arrived  with  Us  here  with  one  hundred  Men  under  his 
Command  and  two  Lieutenants.  He  immediately  applied  to  Us  to 
know  our  Orders  regarding  him,  and  told  Us  that  he  was  sent  by 
his  Excellency  General  Braddock  to  cover  Us;  that  he  had  brought 
with  him  only  two  Days'  Provisions,  and  that  the  General  expected 
he  should  be  supplied  by  Us;  but  if  We  did  not  agree  to  it  he 
would  dispatch  an  Express  immediately  for  a  Regular  Supply.  We 
told  him  We  hnd  no  Instructions  concerning  this  Affair,  but  that 
We  apprehended  our  Province  intended  to  supply  him,  and  We 
would  take  it  upon  Us  till  further  Orders.  We  should  be  glad  by 
the  first  Opportunity  to  know  our  Governor's  Pleasure  respecting 
this  Affair,  as  likewise  if  any  particular  Provision  should  be  made 
for  the  Entertainment  of  Cap'-  Hogg  and  his  Officers. 
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"  We  are  all  in  good  Spirits  and  our  Road  seems  to  give  a  general 
Satisfaction,  but  We  just  now  received  a  Letter  from  Mr.  William 
Maxwell,  dated  the  11th  Curr'1  letting  Us  know  that  the  Waggoners 
are  all  determined  not  to  come  to  Us  any  more  except  We  allow 
them  the  same  Wages  General  Braddock  does,  viz'--  15s.  ^  Day,  and 
for  his  Part  he  will  not  allow  his  to  come  any  more,  and  desires  Us 
not  to  be  disappointed.  If  the  People  who  have  their  Waggons 
entered  in  our  Service  should  draw  back  it  will  throw  Us  into  great 
confusion.     I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

"JAMES  BURD." 

A  Message  from  the  House  with  a  Bill  entituled  "  An  Act  for 
striking  the^Sum  of  Fifteen  Thousand  Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit, 
and  giving  the  same  to  the  King's  Use,  and  for  providing  a  Fund 
for  sinking  the  Bills  so  to  be  emitted  •/'  and  another  Bill  entituled 
"  An  Act  for  striking  the  Sum  of  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  in  Bills  of 
Credit,  to  exchange  such  of  those  now  by  Law  current  within  this 
Province  as  are  torn  and  defaced,"  were  read. 


Jl  Message  to  the   Governor  from  the  Assembly. 
u  May  it  please  the  Governor : 

"  As  all  the  Purposes  of  the  Bill  for  granting  Twenty  Five  Thou- 
sand Pounds  to  the  King's  Use,  to  which  the  Governor  refused  his 
Assent,  could  not  be  answered  by  our  subsequent  actual  Gift  of 
Fifteen  Thousand  Pounds  out  of  the  Monies  in  the  Disposition  of 
this  House,  but  the  Sum  intended  for  the  general  Fund  subject  to 
the  Orders  of  General  Braddock,  and  the  Sum  for  defraying  Indian 
Expeaces,  cutting  of  new  Roads  for  the  better  supplying  the  King's 
Troops,  Hiring  of  Carriages,  Payment  of  Expresses,  and  other  con- 
tingent Charges  for  the  King's  Service  remained  unprovided,  and 
our  Treasury  by  that  Gift  is  almost  exhausted.  We  now  send  up  a 
new  Bill,  to  give  the  additional  Sum  of  Fifteen  Thousand  Pounds 
for  those  Purposes,  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  whereof  is  for  the  .said 
general  Fund,  in  which  Bill  We  have  carefully  followed  the  Act 
passed  by  Governor  Thomas  in  174G,  for  granting  Five  Thousand 
Pounds  for  the  King's  Use,  and  the  other  Acts  relating  to  our  Bills 
of  Credit  confirmed  by  the  Crown  on  the  Twenty-ninth  of  October, 
1748,  from  which  Acts  so  confirmed  the  enacting  Clauses,  so  far  aa 
they  could  be  made  agreeable  to  our  present  Circum stances,  have 
been  inserted  in  this  Bill,  that  every  Objection  arising  from  tin* 
Royal  Instruction  to  Colonel  Thomas  in  1740  might  be  obviated  by 
a  direct  decision  of  the  highest  Authority;  And  as  that  Coniirnia- 
tion  of  our  Acts,  which  We  presume  will  have  its  duo  Weight  with 
our  Governor,  may  be  more  certainly  known  to  him  than  it  appears 
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to  bave  hitherto  been,  We  take  the  liberty  of  sending  him  the  original 
Confirmation. 

"We  have  only  to  entreat  the  Governor  would  be  pleased  to  give 
this  Bill  all  the  Dispatch  in  his  Power,  as  our  long  Sitting  at  this 
Time  is  in  every  Respect  inseasonable,  and  the  Presence  of  many  of 
our  Members  is  now  absolutely  necessary  at  their  Homes  for  the 
better  Security  of  their  Harvests  under  their  present  calamitous 
Circumstances. 

"Sign'd  by  Order  of  the  House, 

"  ISAAC  NORRIS,  Speaker. 

"21st  June,  1755." 

Then  the  Minutes  containing  the  Settlement  of  last  Year's  Ac- 
counts were  examin'd  carefully,  and  the  Governor  at  his  own  Instance 
was  informed  of  the  true  State  of  the  Publick  Money,  and  finding 
at  the  Close  of  the  last  Year's  Minutes  that  £3,302  6  8  of  the 
Money  struck  for  Exchange  was  in  the  Trustees  Hands,  he  sent  the 
following  Message  to  the  House : 
"  Gentlemen — 

"  I  am  informed  that  many  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  now  Current 
are  in  a  bad  Condition  and  require  to  be  exchanged,  but  I  observe 
by  the  Settlement  of  Accounts  at  the  Close  of  your  last  Year's 
printed  Minutes  that  the  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office  then  had  in 
their  Hands  the  Sum  of  Three  Thousand  Three  Hundred  and  Two 
Pounds  Six  Shillings  and  Eight  Pence  of  the  Money  formerly 
struck  for  exchanging  ragged  and  defaced  Bills  ;  therefore  before  I 
give  my  Assent  to  the  Bill  now  under  my  Consideration  I  desire  to 
know  what  Part  of  the  said  Sum  has  been  exchanged  since  the  last 
Settlement,  and  how  much  is  now  remaining  in  the  Hands  of  the 
Trustees. 

"EOBT.  H.  MORRIS. 

"  Philadelphia,  June  25,  1755." 

The  Bill  for  granting  Fifteen  Thousand  Pounds  was  read  a  second 
Time  Paragraph  by  Paragraph,  and  several  Amendments  made  to 
it  and  then  sent  to  the  House. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia  on  Friday  the*  27th  June,  1755. 

present: 
The  Honble.  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esqr.,  Lieutenant 
Governor. 

John  Penn  Lyndford  Lardner,  1  %      . 

Richard  Peters,  j        l 

The  Governor  laid  before  the  Council  a  Letter  from  Governor 
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Shirley  of  the  23d  Instant  with  his  Message,  which  he  sent  to  the 
House  along  with  it  Yesterday : 

A  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  Governor  Shirley. 

"Boston,  June  23d,  1755. 
"  Sir : 

"I  am  to  inform  your  Honour  that  on  the  21st  Instant  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  of  this  Province  ordered  a  Bill  to  be  brought  in  to 
lay  an  Embargo  upon  all  Vessels  laden  with  Provisions  (Fish  only 
excepted)  or  with  Warlike  Stores,  unless  what  are  necessary  for 
the  Voyage,  for  the  space  of  One  Month ;  provided,  Nevertheless, 
that  the  Governor  or  Commander-in-Chief  for  the  Time  being  with 
the  Advice  of  the  Council  may  permit  a  Supply  to  be  sent  to  the 
Army  and  Navy  with  necessary  Provisions  within  that  Time. 

"  They  have  likewise  desired  me  to  write  forthwith  to  the  other 
Governments  informing  them  of  this  Determination  of  this  Govern- 
ment, and  to  desire  that  they  wou'd  immediately  come  into  the  same 
Resolution  for  3  Months,  in  which  Case  this  Government  will  con- 
tinue the  like  Embargo  here  for  3  Months  also. 

"  As  there  is  certain  advice  of  a  French  Fleet  being  seen  the 
5th  Instant  about  40  Leagues  from  Louisbourgh,  and  there  is  great 
Reason  to  think  that  the  French  there  as  well  as  at  Canada  are  but 
scantily  supplied  with  Provisions,  I  doubt  not  but  your  Govern- 
ment will  act  in  concert  with  us  in  this  matter.  Being  much 
straitned  in  Time  and  the  Post  just  going,  I  must  pray  your  Honour 
to  send  Copies  of  this  to  Governor  Dinwiddie  and  Governor  Sharpe. 
u  I  am,  with  great  Respect, 

"  Sir,  Your  Honour's  most  obedient  humb.  Serv'-' 

"W.  SHIRLEY. 
"  The  Honble-  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esqr." 


Ji  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Asscmhly. 
l(  Gentlemen : 

"Governor  Shirley  has  represented  to  Me  that  Notwithstanding 
the  Measures  taken  in  the  several  Colonies  to  prevent  the  supplying 
the  French  with  Provisions,  a  Trade  of  that  kind  is  carried  00  under 
the  Pretence  of  going  to  Newfoundland,  for  preventing  which  within 
his  Government  the  Legislature  have  passed  a  Law  which  1  have 
ordered  to  be  laid  before  You,  together  with  Governor  Shirley's 
Letter  to  Me  upon  that  Head,  and  agreable  to  his  Request  recom- 
mend it  to  You  to  fall  upon  Methods  effectually  to  prevent  such  a 
Trade  from  this  Province. 

"ROBT.  HUNTER  MORRIS. " 
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The  Assembly  by  Two  Members  deliver'd  the  following  Message 
to  the  Governor  on  Wednesday  Night : 

A  Message  to  the   Governor  from  the  Assembly. 
u  May  it  please  the  Governor: 

"  By  the  Report  of  a  Committee  of  our  House  we  find  that  it 
appears  by  the  last  Year's  Accounts  the  Remainder  of  the  Exchange 
Money  was  then  Three  Thousand  Three  Hundred  and  Two  Pounds 
Six  Shillings  and  Eight  Pence,  about  Two  Thousand  Pounds  whereof 
by  the  best  Judgment  the  Trustees  can  make  is  now  in  their  Hands 
in  order  to  be  sunk  by  our  present  Committee,  but  as  this  is  not 
the  usual  Time  of  settling  the  Account  of  the  Year  the  Sum  cannot 
be  exactly  ascertained  without  much  Trouble,  as  it  consists  for  the 
most  part  of  Bills  of  the  smallest  Denominations  which  are  much 
torn  and  defaced.  This  Sum  when  sunk  wou'd  leave  about  Thirteen 
Hundred  Pounds  in  their  Hands  for  exchanging  torn  and  Ragged 
Bills,  which  may  probably  be  brought  in  by  the  Time  our  accounts 
are  settled,  and  by  that  means  those  Acts  may  be  finally  compleated. 
"  Signed  by  Order  of  the  House. 

" ISAAC  NORRIS,  Speaker, 

"  Philadelphia,  June  25th,  1755,  P.  M." 

The  Bill  for  granting  Fifteen  Thousand  Pounds  to  the  King's 
use  was  Yesterday  returned  to  the  Governor,  with  a  Message  "  That 
the  House  adhered  to  the  Bill  and  desired  to  know  if  he  was  willing 
to  pass  it  into  a  Law  as  it  then  stood/'' 

The  Bill  "  for  Striking  the  Sum  of  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  for 
Exchanging  of  torn  and  defaced  Bills,  &c%  was  read,  considered,  & 
amended,  and  sent  to  the  House  with  the  Amendments,  which  are 
in  these  Words,  to  wit : 

"  Amendments  to  the  Bill  entituled  l  An  Act  for  striking  Ten 
Thousand  Pounds  for  exchanging  ragged  and  Torn  Bills,  &ca' 

"Page  13.  Dele  from  the  Word  [and]  in  the  10th  Line  to  the 
word  [aforesaid]  in  the  sixth  Line  of  Page  14,  both  inclusive,  and 
in  place  thereof  insert  the  Words  following :  And  be  it  enacted  by 
the  Authority  aforesaid,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office  for 
the  Time  being,  and  each  of  them  before  they  issue  in  Exchange 
any  of  the  Bills  by  this  Act  ordered  to  be  struck,  shall  respectively 
take  an  Oath  or  Affirmation  in  the  Form  and  Words  following,  that 
is  to  say  : 

"  '  I,  A  B,  do  swear  (or  I,  A  B,  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and  truly 
declare  and  affirm)  that  I  will  not  directly  or  indirectly  issue  or 
dispose  of,  or  knowingly  suffer, to  be  issued  or  disposed  of,  any  Bill 
or  Bills  of  Credit  Struck  by  Virtue  of  An  Act  of  General  Assem- 
bly passed  in  the  Twenty-Eighth  and  Twenty-Ninth  Years  of  the 
Reign  of  King  George  the  Second,  entituled  "An  Act  for  striking 
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the  Sum  of  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  to  exchange 
such  of  those  now  by  haw  Current  within  this  Province  as  are  torn 

and  defaced.'" But  only  in  exchange  for  Ragged, 

torn,  or  defaced  Bills  of  Credit  now  by  Law  current,  or  that  shall 
hereafter  be  by  Law  current  within  this  Province,  unless  I  am  au- 
thorized so  to  do  by  Act  of  G-eneral  Assembly.' 

"Which  Oath  or  Affirmation  any  one  of  His  Majesty's  Justices 
of  the  Peace  within  this  Province  is  impowered  and  required  to  ad- 
minister, who  shall  certify  the  same  under  His  Hand  and  Seal  into 
the  Secretary's  Office  of  this  Province  within  Ten  Days  after  ad- 
ministering the  said  Oath  or  Affirmation. 

"  ROBT-  H.  MORRIS." 

A  Message  from  the  House  by  Two  Members  who  desire  to  know 
if  the  Governor  had  come  to  any  Result  on  the  Bill  for  granting 
Fifteen  Thousand  Pounds  to  the  King's  Use,  the  Message  was  read 
in  these  Words: 

A  Message  to  the  Governor  from  the  Assembly. 
"  May  it  please  the  Governor: 

"  The  power  of  calling  the  Assembly  together  whenever  the  pub- 
lic Service  requires  it,  in  the  intermediate  Time  of  their  Adjourn- 
ments, we  presume  is  and  ought  to  be  lodged  in  the  Governor  of 
this  Province,  and  we  do  not  recollect  any  Instance  in  which  it  has 
been  either  disputed  or  disobeyed  j  So  long  as  that  Power  is  duly 
exercised  the  sudden  and  unforseen  Exigences  of  Government  are 
provided  for,  the  Assemblies  empowered  to  act  at  all  Times  for  the 
public  Good,  and  the  People  themselves  obliged,  and  accordingly 
we  find  the  Representatives  when  thus  summoned  repeatedly  ac- 
knowledging the  Governor's  Care  in  calling  them  together  by  his 
Writs,  in  which  the  Reasons  have  generally  been  inserted,  and  a 
proper  Regard  has  been  shewn  to  the  Convenience  of  the  Members 
in  their  Harvests  and  at  the  other  unseasonable  Times  of  the  Year, 
or  when  the  public  affairs  were  pressing  a  suitable  Dispatch  has 
been  given  on  the  Part  of  our  Governors  without  studied  Delays  or 
introducing  Matters  of  small  Importance  directly  tending  to  frus- 
trate the  Ends  for  which  they  were  called  together  j  and  under  this 
Oeconomy  the  Members  have  chearfully  attended  whenever  the 
public  Business  has  unavoidably  interfered  with  their  private  In- 
terest. But  should  our  Governor  consider  this  Power  as  a  Power 
of  bringing  us  together  at  a  great  expence  to  the  Country  merely  t>> 
shew  their  abilities  in  contriving  new  Modes  or  making  new  De- 
mands upon  the  People  to  obstruct  the  Ends  of  their  Meeting,  we 
apprehend  it  will  answer  no  valuable  Purposes. 

"  The  Governor  is  pleased  to  inform  us  that  as  he  has  a  Power  to 
sumon  Us  by  his  Writs  he  has  also  a  Right  by  Speech  or  Message 
to  lay  before  Us  the  Business  he  has  to  recommend,  and  that  his 
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Speeches  or  Messages  are  a  sufficient  Foundation  for  the  Assembly 
to  proceed  upon  •  And  it  may  occasionally  be  true.  But  when  His 
Writs  are  issued  upon  Letters  or  Advices  referred  to  in  his  Speeches 
and  Messages,  we  conceive  the  original  Papers  ought  to  be  laid  be- 
fore Us  as  has  ever  been  the  Practice  in  this  Province,  And  a  differ- 
ent Conduct  at  this  Time  can  Tend  only  to  create  a  Misunderstanding 
between  the  several  Branches  of  the  Legislature,  and  obstruct  the 
Ends  for  which  he  has  called  us  together. 

"  By  the  Governor's  Message  of  the  24th  of  December  last  we 
are  told  That  '  the  Conduct  of  his  Predecessor  is  no  Rule  to  him, 
nor  will  his  be  for  any  one  that  may  succeed  him/'  But  however 
Governors  may  be  changed,  or  with  whatever  Views  they  may  suc- 
ceed one  another,  it  will  become  the  People  to  make  their  own 
Actions  consistent,  which  we  conceive  can  only  be  done  by  making 
such  original  Papers  as  the  Governor  shall  think  fit  to  lay  before 
Us  the  Rule  of  our  Proceedings.  It  is  true  the  Governor  has  told 
us  Repeatedly  that  upon  Our  printing  the  Secretary  of  State's  Let- 
ter we  cou'd  not  be  at  a  Loss  for  the  Reason  of  his  Caution  in  lay- 
ing General  Braddock's  Letter  before  the  House ;  but  when  we 
consider  the  full  Answer  already  given  to  that  objection  we, are 
really  at  a  Loss  to  conceive  why  He  shou'd  think  it  of  any  Weight, 
unless  he  can  show  that  the  Printing  it  disclosed  any  of  His 
Majesty's  Designs  and  Commands  with  respect  to  the  French  not 
more  generally  known  before  by  his  own  Messages,  the  Publick 
Prints,  and  the  Speeches  of  other  Governors,  than  they  could  be 
by  our  publishing  them  in  our  Totes,  especially  as  it  was  commu- 
nicated to  us  without  the  least  Caution,  and  was  actually  printed 
before  we  had  any  Knowledge  of  the  Governor's  objection  to  it. 

"  That  the  Governor  may  be  ' answerable  for  every  Secret  of  State 
communicated  to  him  by  the  King's  Ministers,  or  those  employed 
in  His  Majesty's  Service,'  may  be  true;  but  if  they  are  such  as  he 
is  enjoined  to  lay  before  the  Assembly,  and  he  accordingly  recom- 
mends them  as  such,  we  presume  he  will  be  acquitted,  and  the 
House  must  be  answerable  for  their  own  Conduct.  But  if  the 
Governor  supposes  that  from  the  Nature  of  His  Station  he  must  be 
the  sole  &  only  Judge  what  Letters  or  Papers  coming  to  him  on  his 
Majesty's  Service  are  proper  to  be  made  public,  we  are  under  a 
Necessity  of  differing  from  him  so  far  as  such  Le'rs.  or  Papers  are 
to  be  the  Justification  of  our  Conduct,  which  we  presume  the  House 
may  publish  or  not  according  to  their  own  Prudence,  in  wch'  we  are 
assured  the  Governor  may  very  safely  confide. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  House. 

"  ISAAC  NORRIS,  Speaker. 

"27th  June,  1755." 

Then  the  Bill  was  taken  into  Consideration,  and  no  Reason  ap- 
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pearing  for  the  giving  up  any  of  the  Amendments,  it  was  returned 
to  the  House  with  the  following  Message  : 

"A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
"  Gentlemen  : 

"  I  have  re-considered  the  Amendments  made  by  me  to  the  Bill 
entituled  *  An  Act  for  striking  the  Sum  of  Fifteen  Thousand  Pounds 
in  Bills  of  Credit  and  giving  the  same  to  the  King's  Use,  and  for 
providing  a  Fund  to  sink  the  Bills  so  to  be  emitted,  And  to  adhere 
to  those  Amendments/ 

"ROBT.H.  MORRIS. 
"Philadelphia,  June  27th,  1755." 

The  following  Letter  from  Conrad  Weiser  of  the  12th  Instant 
was  read  in  these  Words : 


A  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  Mr.  Conrad  Weiser, 

},  in  the  County  of  I 
June  the  12th,  1755 


"  Heidleberg,  in  the  County  of  Berks,  \ 


u  Honoured  Sir : 

"  Last  Night  I  arrived  safe  at  my  House  from  Ofstuacky,  an  In- 
dian Town  about  45  miles  above  Shamokin  on  the  North- West 
Branch  of  Susquehannah  River,  where  I  have  been  with  Ten  hired 
Men  to  fence  in  a  Corn  Field  for  the  Indians  according  to  Your 
Honour's  Order;  But  when  I  came  there  I  found  the  Indians  that 
petitioned  the  Governor  for  that  Purpose  had  mostly  deserted  the 
Place  for  want  of  Provision,  and  chiefly  for  having  lost  all  their 
Corn  by  that  great  Frost  in  the  Night  between  the  29th  and  30th 
of  May  last  past,  which  was  the  second  Frost  they  had  on  that 
River  since  their  Corn  was  up  and  entirely  killed  it.  There  was 
only  Jonathan  and  one  of  the  Cayugas  named  Canadies,  upon  the 
Spot  with  their  Families.  They  thanked  Your  Honour  very  sin- 
cerely for  the  Kindness  You  had  shewn  in  sending  Hands  to  fence 
in  their  Cornfield;  but  said  That  as  they  cou'd  have  no  hopes  of 
getting  one  Grain  of  Corn  this  Year  from  what  they  had  planted, 
they  thought  it  Needless  to  have  a  Fence  made  about  their  Fields, 
but  shou'd  be  extremely  glad  if  the  Government  wou'd  help  them 
with  some  Provision  in  their  present  Necessity,  which  I  promised 
to  use  my  Endeavours  or  to  write  to  your  Honour  to  get  it  for 
them.  I  left  one  Sack  of  Flower  with  them,  the  same  I  did  to  the 
Indians  at  Canasoragy,  about  Ten  Miles  on  this  side  of  Otstuackv. 
and  Two  Sacks  at  Shamokin,  with  the  Rest  of  the  Provision  I  took 
up  with  Me  for  the  Hand  and  cou'd  now  spare. 

"I  have  bought  of  Christian  Laver  Lower,  a  Miller  of  Tulpe- 
hockon,  120  Bushels  of  good  Wheat,  and  60  Bushels  of  Jacob 
Fisher  his  Neighbour,  to  be  distributed  among  the  Indians  as  your 
Honour  will  be  pleased  to  direct. 
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"  I  gave  them  Hopes  that  the  Meal  shou'd  be  delivered  to  John 
Harris*  Ferry,  where  they  cou'd  fetch  it  by  Water,  and  I  believe  it 
will  be  the  cheapest  Way.  There  is  a  good  Waggon  Road  from 
Christian  Lavirs'  Mill  to  Harris', — The  Distance  about  40  Miles, 
And  Waggons  may  be  had  reasonably. 

"  In  my  going  up  I  took  John  Shickallamy  with  Me,  and  as  we 
past  by  Canasoragy,  where  an  Indian  Town  now  is,  John  told  me 
that  it  wou'd  be  very  unmannerly  or  unbecoming  Me  not  to  say 
something  to  them  Indians  (chiefly  Shawonese  and  Chickasaws),  as 
I  was  a  Public  Person  and  trusted  wtb-  Indian  Affairs,  And5 that  the 
Indians  longed  to  hear  from  the  Governour  of  Pennsylvania  how 
Things  are  concerning  the  War,  &ca" 

"I,  therefore,  told  the  Indians  who  were  then  met  in  Council 
That  I  was  sent  by  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  to  Ostuacky  to 
fence  in  a  Cornfield  for  the  Indians  there  according  to  their  Petition 
•  sent  down  last  Winter  to  the  Governor  and  his  Council  by  Cayen- 
quiligoa  and  others,  And  that  the  Governor  took  this  Opportunity 
to  send  his  Salutation  to  them,  and  had  ordered  me  to  acquaint 
them,  1st.  That  the  King  of  Great  Britain  had  sent  a  great  Number 
of  Men  and  Ammunition,  who  are  now  on  their  March  to  drive 
away  the  French  from  Ohio  by  Force. 

"  2dly.  That  no  War  was  yet  proclaimed  between  the  English 
and  French,  but  That  it  was  daily  expected ;  That  in  the  mean  Time 
the  Governor  desires  them  to  stop  their  Ears  to  every  Thing  what 
the  French  cou'd  say  to  them  and  to  listen  altogether  to  the  Eng- 
lish, and  to  depend  upon  that  their  Brethren  the  English  will 
strictly  observe  the  Treaties  of  Friendship  subsisting  between  them 
and  their  Brethren  the  Indians. 

"  3dly.  That  as  soon  as  the  Governor  wou'd  receive  the  News  of 
War  being  proclaimed  between  the  English  and  French,  the  Gov- 
ernor wou'd  let  them  know,  and  whatever  else  shou'd  pass  worth 
their  Notice." 

Gave  a  String  of  Wampum. 

"  There  are  about  20  Men  in  this  Town  when  they  are  all  at 
Home.  Five  or  6  of  them  are  Chickasaws  that  lived  many  Years 
among  the  Shawonese.  There  happened  then  to  be  Two  Messengers 
from  the  Chickasaw  Nation  in  the  Town  with  some  particular  Mess- 
age to  them.  I  cou'd  not  then  learn  .what  it  was.  One  of  these 
Messengers  told  Me  that  his  Nation  wou'd  be  mighty  glad  to  see 
the  English  in  earnest  to  fight  the  French,  That  they  the  Chicka- 
saws had  observed  that  wherever  the  French  came  they  did  Mischief, 
And  that  they  are  now  generally  hated  among  the  Southern  In- 
dians. 

u  The  Indians  of  this  Town  informed  Me  that  a  few  Days  ago 
some  Shawonese  Indian  came  from  Ohio  and  reported  that  the 
French  are  in  a  very  poor  Condition  at  Ohio,  their  Provision  being 
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half  Rotten,  And  that  there  is  not  150  Men  there.  And  that  all 
their  Indians  had  left  them,  but  a  very  few  French  praying  Indians 
are  yet  with  them.  I  have  nothing  else  to  trouble  your  Honour 
with  at  present,  But  am, 

"  Sir,  Your  most  obedient, 

"  CONRAD  WEISER." 

A  Letter  from  Governor  Dinwiddie  was  read  in  these  Words : 

"  Virga''  Williamsburg,  June  10th,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"  Yours  of  the  2nd  Curr1,  I  received  from  Mr.  Hunter.  I  have 
a  Letter  from  the  General  to  the  Purport  of  what  he  wrote  You, 
with  an  Addition  to  send  some  Men  to  Fort  Cumberland  to  defend 
it  against  any  Surprize,  as  he  intended  to  take  all  the  effective  Men 
from  that  Fort  with  him. 

"  Our  Assembly  meets  on  Tuesday  nest,  when  I  shall  make 
proper  Application  to  be  enabled  to  do  what  he  directs.  I  hope 
You  will  meet  your  Assembly  in  good  Temper,  and  I  agree  to  pay 
one-Third  of  the  Charges  (if  the  General  succeeds  in  taking  the 
Fort  at  the  Ohio).  He  will  leave  at  least  Two  Hundred  Men 
in  it.  Their  Pay,  with  Provisions,  will  be  a  considerable  daily 
Expence. 

"I  have  ordered  Ten  Pieces  of  Cannon,  with  all  their  Appurte- 
nances, to  be  sent  to  Fort  Cumberland,  and  from  thence  to  the  Ohio. 
Provisions  for  the  Soldiers  will  be  much  wanted,  which  I  conceive 
you  may  easily  supply  from  Your  Province.  Pray  write  me  the 
result  of  your  Assembly,  and  what  Dependance  may  be  on  the  Sup- 
ply of  Provision.  I  wish  you  Health  <fc  Success  in  Your  Applica- 
tion, &  am,  Sir, 

"Your  most  h'ble  Serv'- 

"  ROBT-  DINWIDDIE. 

"Govr-  Morris." 

A  Letter  from  General  Braddock  of  the  21st  Ins''  was  likewise 
in  these  Words: 

A   Letter  from   Jlis    Excellency    General  Braddock   to    Governor 

Morris. 

"Bear  Camp,  June  21st,  1755. 
«  Sir : 

"I  have  this  Day  received  your  Two  Letters  of  June  Pith  & 
16th,  And  am  much  obliged  to  You  for  the  Trouble  you  have  had 
as  well  with  Regard  to  the  Magazine  of  Provisions  as  the  Forage 
you  have  procured  for  Me.  I  have  a  firm  Dependance  upon  your 
Care  and  Regard  for  the  Service  you  have  undertaken  that  1  shall 
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meet  with  no  Disappointment,  and  that  every  thing  will  be  con- 
ducted in  the  best  Manner. 

"I  shall  order  the  Deputy  Pay  Master  to  send  Mr.  Franklin  a 
Draught  by  this  Opportunity  upon  Col.  Hunter  for  £1,000  Sterl5' 
on  Account  of  the  Purchase  of  the  Forage.  You  will  please  to  let 
me  know  what  further  Demands  there  may  be  on  that  Account. 
When  I  am  further  advanced  I  shall  be  able  to  judge  better  of  the 
Expediency  of  forming  a  second  Magazine  upon  the  New  Road. 
The  Party  I  have  sent  for  the  Protection  of  your  People  working 
upon  that  Road  will  I  hope  be  a  sufficient  Security  for  them  against 
all  Pannicks. 
"  Govr'  Morris : 

"  I  am  obliged  to  You  for  the  inclosed  from  Captain  Bradstreet. 
Herewith  I  send  you  some  Letters  which  are  to  go  to  the  North- 
ward, And  you'll  be  so  good  as  to  forward  in  the  best  Manner. 

"I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

"E.  BRADDOCK. 

"  P.  S. — As  it  is  perfectly  understood  here  in  what  Part  the 
Road  making  in  your  Province  is  to  communicate  w '''  that  thro'  wch' 
I  am  now  proceeding  to  Fort  Du  Quesne,  I  must  beg  that  You  and 
Mr.  Peters  will  immediately  settle  it,  and  send  an  express  on  Pur- 
pose after  me  with  the  most  exact  Description  of  it,  that  there  may 
be  no  Mistake  in  a  Matter  of  so  much  Importance. ;; 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Saturday  the  28th, of  June, 

1755. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  Richard  Peters,     7  -™ 

Joseph  Turner,  Lynford  Lardner, )       ^ 

The  Bill  for  striking  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  for  exchanging 
ragged  and  torn  Bills,  &ca',  being  returned  to  the  Governor  last 
Night  w1'"  a  Message  "that  the  House  had  agreed  to  sundry  of  His 
proposed  Amendment  and  desired  he  would  be  pleased  to  pass  the 
Bill  as  it  then  stood ;"  the  same  was  again  taken  into  Considera- 
tion, and  the  Governor  not  thinking  it  worth  while  to  insist  on  the 
remaining  Amendments  returned  the  Bill  with  a  Message,  "  that 
he  had  withdrawn  his  first  Amendment  and  agreed  to  the  Amend- 
ments the  House  had  made  upon  his  Second  proposed  Amendment, 
and  was  ready  to  pass  the  same  into  a  Law  when  it  shou'd  be  pre- 
sented to  him  for  that  Purpose/' 

Mr.  Peters  was  appointed  to'  compare  the  engrossed  Bill,  and 
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having  compared  it  found  it  agree  with  the  Draught.  The  House 
was  required  to  attend  the  Governor  in  the  Council  Chamber,  where 
the  Bill  was  enacted  into  a  Law,  the  Great  Seal  affixed  to  it;  and  it 
was  lodged  in  the  Roll's  Office  to  be  recorded. 

The  House  acquainted  the  Governor  that  they  proposed  to  ad- 
journ to  the  First  day  of  September,  And  His  Honour  made  no 
Objection  thereto. 

The  Governor  laid  before  the  Council  an  Extract  he  had  received 
of  News  of  the  English  taking  the  French  Forts  of  Beausejour, 
Pont  d'u  Buott,  and  the  Fort  on  the  Side  of  the  Bay  Yerte,  and  it 
was  read  in  these  words  : 

Extract  of  News  of  the  taking  of  the  French  Forts  Beau  Sijour,  &c. 

"  Boston. 
"  On  Tuesday  last  arrived  in  Town  Major  Bowone  who  left  the 
English  Camp  near  Chegnecto  on  the  18th  Instant,  charged  with 
Dispatches  from  the  Honble.  Colon'  Monckton  to  His  Excellency 
Governor  Shirley,  and  brings  Us  the  agreeable  News  that  on  the 
first  Day  of  this  Instant  in  the  Evening  His  Excellency  Governor 
Shirley's  Two  New  England  Regiments  arrived  at  Chegnecto  in  the 
Bay  of  Funda,  and  on  the  Second  landed  and  joined  His  Majesty's 
regular  Forces  there  near  Fort  Lawrence ;  That  the  English  Troops 
marched  the  4th  and  invested  the  French  Fort  of  Beau  Sejour 
(now  called  Fort  Cumberland)  in  the  Evening,  And  in  their  Way 
took  Possession  of  Pont  Du  Buott,  where  the  French  had  a  Battery 
of  4  small  Pieces  of  Cannon  and  a  Block  House,  and  had  posted 
400  men  to  oppose  their  Passage,  who  soon  retired  when  closely 
attacked,  and  left  their  Block  House  and  the  sundry  adjacent 
Houses  in  Flames.  Our  Forces  began  to  Bombard  the  French 
Fort  from  Batteries  advanced  within  500  yards  of  It  on  the  13th, 
which  by  a  constant  Fire  obliged  the  French  to  surrender  before 
our  Guti  Batteries  were  finished  on  the  16th  Instant.  The  Fort  is 
a  regular  Pentagon  with  26  Pieces  of  Cannon  mounted  chiefly  with 
12,  U,  and  6  Pounders,  And  one  Ten  Inch  Mortar;  Was  garrisoned 
with  150  regular  Troops  and  400  Peasants,  commanded  by  Monsr- 
Du  Chambou ;  was  plentifully  furnished  with  Provisions,  as  well  as 
all  other  kinds  of  Stores.  The  regular  Troops  are  to  be  transported 
to  Louisbourg,  and  under  a  Prohibition  of  bearing  Arms  in  North 
America  for  6  Months.  The  French  Fort  on  the  side  of  the  Bay 
Verte  had  accepted  the  same  Terms  of  Capitulation;  And  Colon1 
Winsloe  marched  with  500  Men  the  same  Morn5,  that  Major  Bourne 
came  away  in  order  to  take  Possession  of  it;  And  that  the  Forces 
were  soou  to  sail  for  St.  John's  River,  where  it  was  not  doubted 
they  wou'd  have  the  like  Success." 

The  Governor  by  the  last  London  Ships  received  from  the  Pro- 
prietaries a  Copy  of  an  Address  made  by  the   Assembly  to  His 
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Majesty,  dated  the  7th  Day  of  last  January,  and  the  same  was  read 
in  these  Words  :  •  ' 

"  COPY  OF  A  REPRESENTATION  TO  HIS  MAJESTY  MADE 
BY  THE  ASSEMBLY,  DATED  THE  7TH  OF  JANUARY, 

1755: 

"  To  our  Gracious  Sovereign  George  the  Second  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Ireland,  King,  &*' : 

lt  The  Humble  Address  of  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Province  of  Pennsylvania  in  Assembly  met  this  Seventh  Pay  of 
the  first  Month  called  January,  1755,  In  all  humble  Maimer 
Sheweth, 

"  That  the  early  Settlers  of  this  Province  were  generally  Men  of 
sober  Morals  &  good  Estates,  who  chearfally  embarked  themselves, 
their  Families,  and  their  Substance  under  the  Protection  of  the 
Ro^al  Charter  granted  by  King  Charles  the  Second  to  our  late  much 
Honoured  Proprietor  William  Penn  in  order  to  cultivate  this  Tract 
of  Land  at  the  imminent  Hazard  of  their  Lives,  and  at  their  own 
Expence. 

"That  the  Inhabitants  at  that  Time  besides  the  Native  Indians 
were  few,  whose  Manner  of  Living  was  of  little  or  no  Advantage  to 
our  Mother  Country. 

u  That  upon  the  Encouragement  of  the  said  Charter,  and  in 
hopes  of  enjoying  the  Liberties  and  Immunities  thereby  granted  to 
the  Adventurers,  a  considerable  Colony  came  over  hither  and  made 
great  Improvements  in  a  Wilderness  among  the  Natives  and  others 
of  Custums,  Manners,  and  Languages  widely  different  or  entirely 
unknown  to  the  generality  of  those  Adventurers;  Who,  Neverthe- 
less, under  all  these  Disadvantages  by  their  Hospitality,  Benevo- 
lence, and  Justice,  soon  gained  the  Esteem  of  all  and  the  entire 
Confidence  and  Love  of  the  Indians,  which  hath  subsisted  without 
the  least  Interruption  to  this  Day.  And  we  are  well  assured  as 
well  from  the  Transactions  of  the  late  Treaty  at  Albany  as  from 
the  large  Experience  we  had  during  the  last  War  and  at  all  other 
Times,  That  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  whatever  Dispositions 
they  may  entertain  towards  other  English  Colonies,  entertain  for 
Us  in  particular  a  cordial  and  sincere  Affection. 

"  That  thus  secured  of  the  Love  and  Affection  of  the  Indians, 
tho'  at  a  very  considerable  Expence,  we  have  under  God's  Blessing 
enjoyed  uninterrupted  Peace,  by  which  Means  we  are  now  become 
a  numerous  People  composed  of  different  Nations  widely  different 
in  our  Religious  Sentiments,  Yet  by  the  Equity  of  our  Laws  &  the 
equal  Toleration  and  Enjoyment  of  our  civil  and  religious  Liberties, 
of  charitable  Sentiments  for  each  other  and  all  united  in  Support 
of  Them,  as  granted  by  our  Charter  from  the  King's  Royal  Pre- 
decessor. 
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"  That  after  the  first  Settlement  was  thus  laid,  and  Numbers  as 
well  of  our  own  as  other  Nations  imported  themselves  among  us, 
with  the  great  natural  Increase  of  the  Inhabitants  very  generally 
frugal  and  industrious,  we  now  add  considerably  to  the  Trade  and 
Wealth  of  Great  Britain,  Altho'  by  that  Trade  which  from  the 
Manufactures  and  other  Necassaries  we  have  from  thence  the  Bal- 
ance is  exceedingly  in  our  Disfavour,  and  apparently  drains  us  of 
greatest  part  of  the  Money  we  can  procure  from  the  West  India 
islands  and  every  Other  Place  to  which  we  export  the  Produce  of 
our  Country. 

aBut  Notwithstanding  these  and  all  other  Discouragements  we 
have  chearfully  continued  the  same  Course  of  Industry  under  the 
Sanction  of  our  Charter,  well  knowing  every  Thing  in  our  Power 
is  of  small  Moment  in  Comparison  of  our  civil  and  religious  Liber- 
ties granted  to  us  by  that  truly  Royal  Charter,  which  we  humbly 
hope  we  have  never  infringed  or  violated  on  our  Part  to  this  Day. 
And  yet,  after  trying  ineffectually  a  generous  Use  of  our  Money 
and  every  other  more  eligible  Method,  We  are  now  under  the 
Necessity  of  submitting  our  Cause  to  our  gracious  Sovereign,  Who 
has  been  pleased  to  declare  '  That  Nothing  in  this  World  can  give 
him  so  much  Pleasure  as  to  see  [his  Subjects]  a  flourishing  and 
happy  People.'  And  we  are  embolden'd  from  thesereniote  Parts  of 
His  Dominions  to  throw  ourselves  upon  his  Justice  and  Clemency 
towards  Us  his  most  loving  and  Loyal  Subjects  in  this  his  Infant 
Colony. 

"  We  are  in  humble  Duty  bound  to  acknowledge,  and  we  do  ac- 
knowledge the  King's  Royal  Orders,  signified  by  the  Earl  of  Hol- 
derness'  Letter  to  our  Governor  of  the  Twenty-Eighth  of  August, 
1753,  and  Sir  Thomas  Robinson's  several  Letters  of  the  5th  of 
July  and  the  26th  of  October  last,  carry  with  them  such  Marks  of 
Justice  towards  those  with  whom  he  is  in  Amity,  and  such  Paternal 
Regard  and  Affection  for  all  his  Subjects,  however  mean  or  distant 
from  his  Royal  Person,  as  must  and  will  distinguish  his  happy 
Reign  over  Us;  and  therefore  in  Compliance  with  those  Orders  wg 
readily  and  chearfully  voted  a  Sum  of  Money  for  the  King's  Use, 
and  with  all  possible  Dispatch  in  this  our  present  Sessions  sent  up 
a  Bill  to  our  Governor  for  Striking  Twenty  Thousand  Pounds  in 
Bills  of  Credit  for  that  Purpose.  Aitho'  this  Province  sustains  and 
has  for  a  considerable  Time  past  been  under  very  heavy  Charges 
for  Indian  Treaties  and  the  Maintenance  of  a  large  Number  of  our 
Indian  Allies  from  the  Ohio  who  have  taken  Refuge  within  this 
Government,  Nevertheless  Our  Governor  after  repeated  Solicitations 
has  been  pleased  to  refuse  his  Assent  to  that  Bill,  induced  thereto 
as  we  unanimously  presume  and  believe,  principally  if  not  solely  by 
Restrictions  he  has  received  from  our  Proprietaries,  wA  notwith- 
standing our  Respectful  Addresses  that  he  wou'd  be  pleased  to  com? 
municate  them  to  us,  so  far  at  least  as  thev  related  to  this  our  Bill, 
Vol.  vi-— 29. 
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lie  Lath  absolutely  refused  to  comply  with,  and  thereby  has  hindered 
us  from  demonstrating  our  chearfull  &  ready  Compliance  with  the 
said  Royal  Orders  in  the  manner  we  cou'd  wish  and  desire.  So  far, 
however,  as  we  have  the  Means  in  our  own  Power,  we  have  thought 
it  incumbent  upon  Us  and  we  have  accordingly  taken  'effectual  Mea- 
sures on  the  Credit  of  this  Province  to  answer  the  reasonable  Com- 
mands Laid  upon  Us  in  Sir  Thomas  Robinson's  last  Letter,  by  pro- 
curing a  Supply  of  fresh  Victuals  and  other  Necessaries  for  the 
King's  Troops  whenever  they  may  arrive  among  us.  And  we  hope 
our  King  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  accept  of  this  for  the  present 
in  Lieu  of  what  we  have  earnestly  entreated  might  be  done  by  our 
united  Legislative  Power,  and  which  we  presume  ought  to  have  been 
done  had  our  Governor  been  at  Liberty  to  act  unrestrained  by  Pro- 
prietary Instruction,  which  we  humbly  hope  on  Examination  may 
appear  to  be  not  only  an  Infraction  on  our  Charter  but  at  this 
critical  Juncture  a  manifest  Injury  to  the  British  Interest  in  North 
America,  and  always  of  dangerous  Consequence. 

"  We,  therefore,  humbly  beseech  our  King  if  after  hearing  us 
upon  these  important  Heads  it  should  be  made  to  appear  that  such 
Proprietary  Restrictions  are  of  dangerous  Consequence  to  the  Brit- 
ish Interest  or  an  Infringement  of  our  Charter,  that  he  wou'd  be 
graciously  pleased  to  grant  us  such  Redress  as  may  be  agreable 
to  his  Princely  Compassion  and  Justice  Who  have  ever  been  and 
are  his  loving  and  dutiful  Subjects. 

"  Signed  by  Order  of  the  House. 

"ISAAC  NORMS,  Speaker." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  Thursday  the  3d  of  July, 
1755. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esqr.,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  Robert  Strettell,  \  ■« 

Joseph  Turner,  Richard  Peters,   j       ^ 

The  Governor  called  the  Council  to  consider  a  Letter  he  had  re- 
ceived from  Governor  Shirley,  informing  him  of  the  Arrival  of  a 
French  Fleet  at  Louisburg,  and  recommending  an  Embargo  to  pre- 
vent their  being  supplied  with  Provisions  &  Warlike  Stores  for  one 
Month  or  until  the  Accounts  from  the  Eastward  shall  make  such 
Precaution  unnecessary. 

The  x\ttorney  General,  the  Collector,  and  the  Naval  Officer  were 
desired  to  attend;  and  it  being  the  Unanimous  Opinion  of  Gov- 
ernor, Council,  and  those  Gentlemen,  that  an  Embargo  on  Provisions 
and  Warlike  Stores  wou'd  be  very  usefull,  Orders  issued  directly 
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from  the  Governor  to  the  Collectors  of  this  and  the  other  Govern- 
ment not  to  clear  Vessels  till  further  Order  that  had  on  board  Pro- 
visions or  Warlike  Stores. 

A  Letter  from  Governor  Phipps,  of  Boston,  of  the  30th  June 
was  read,  covering  a  Letter  from  Governor  Lawrence  of  the  21st, 
with  the  following  Intelligence  inclosed  from  Admiral  Boscawen 
of  the  17th  of  June  : 

An  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Boscawen  to  Lieuten1  Governor 
Lawrence,  dated  on  Board  the  Torbay,  the  11th  June,  1755. 
"  Torbay,  17th  June,  1755,  Off  Cape  Breton. 
''.Sir; 

"  Herewith  I  send  you  a  Letter  from  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  as 
also  Three  others  from  Sir  Thomas  Robinson  to  the  Governors  of 
the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  New  Hampshire,  and  Connec- 
ticut, which  I  desire  you  will  dispatch  to  the  Governors  as  directed 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  that  you  will  acquaint  them  all  the  French 
have  sent  into  these  Parts  a  strong  Detachment  of  Troops,  consist- 
ing of  Six  Battallions  of  old  Troops,  under  the  Convoy  of  three 
large  Men  of  War  and  some  Frigates.  In  pursuance  of  His 
Majesty's  Instructions  to  me  I  have  seized  one  Man  of  War  of 
Sixty-Four  the  Alcide,  and  the  Lis,  pierced  for  Seventy-four  Gun3, 
her  lower  Battery  not  mounted,  having  on  Board  Eight  Companies 
of  Foot,  several  Engineers,  and  the  military  Chest  or  part  of  it, 
Monsieur  de  Bostange,  who  was  to  have  commanded  the  Troops  in 
the  second  Post;  was  killed  on  board  the  Alcide." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Friday  the  4th  July,  1755, 

present: 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lien- 
tenant  Governor,  &*• 

John  Penn,  Joseph  Turner,  1  ^ 

Richard  Peters,  }  E^ires. 

The  Embargo  taking  place  Yesterday  and  the  Collector  refusing 
to  clear  any  Vessels,  Eleven  Petitions  were  presented  to  the  Gov- 
ernor by  the  Owners  or  Factors  of  Eleven  Vessels  bound  for  the 
West  Indies,  Hallifax,  and  other  Places,  setting  forth  the  Hardships 
that  wou'd  attend  them  by  means  of  the  Embargo. 

The  Case  of  every  particular  Vessel  was  distinctly  taken  into 
Consideration,  and  written  Permissions  given  to  the  Collector  where 
it  was  thought  just  and  right,  under  express  Condition  of  their  en- 
tring  into  Bonds  to  unload,  &**,  at  the  respective  Places  of  their 
Destination,  And  to  go  under  the  Convoy  of  His  Majesty's  Ship, 
the  Jamaica  Sloop,  Captain  Hood,  now  in  Port,  who  promise!  to 
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take  Care  and  see  them  a  good  way  on  their  Voyages,  as  he  is  sta* 
tion'd  at  Providence. 

The  following  Letters  were  read  and  orderd  to  be  entered  on  the 
Minutes,  and  they  accordingly  follow  in  these  Words,  via'" : 

A  Letter  from  Governor  Morris  to  the  Commissioners  on  tlie  Road^ 
dated  Yesterday,  directed  to  Mr.  James  Bard. 

«  Philada.,  July  3d,  1755. 

"Sir: 

"  I  hare  by  this  Post  the  Honour  of  a  Letter  from  General  Brad- 
dock,  who  desires  <  that  as  it  is  not  perfectly  understood  in  what 
Part  your  Road  is  to  communicate  with  that  thro'  which  he  is  now 
proceeding  to  Fort  Da  Quesne,  this  may  be  immediately  settled  by 
Me,  and  an  Express  sent  after  him  with  the  most  exact  Description 
of  it  that  there  may  be  no  Mistake  in  a  Matter  of  such  Importance. 

11 1  cou'd  have  wished  the  General  had  enquired  this  of  You  by  a 
special  Messenger,  but  as  he  has  thought  proper  to  write  to  Me  upon 
the  Subject  I  must  refer  him  to  your  Judgment,  not  being  able  to 
form  any  of  my  own  for  want  of  Information. 

"  I  took  it  for  granted  by  the  Report  that  the  Commissioners- 
marie  on  their  Return  from  examining  the  Country  and  laying  out 
a  Road  to  Mohongealo  in  the  most  convenient  places  that  the  Waters 
or  Mountains  wou'd  admit,  that  such  Road  must  pass  the  Turkey 
Foot  or  Three  Forks  of  Ohiogany,  and  that  there  cou'd  be  no  Road 
got  to  the  Northward.  If  I  am  right  in  this,  then  it  shou'd  seem 
to  Me  that  as  the  General's  Road  passes  thro'  the  great  Crossings 
of  Ohiogany,  which  is  but  Three  Miles  from  the  Junction  of  the 
Three  Branches,  that  from  the  Turkey  Foot  the  Place  where  the 
Two  Roads  can  best  meet  is  at  the  great  Crossings,  And  that  you 
must  open  and  clear  your  Road  so  far  as  that.  But  if  I  am  mistaken, 
and  your  own  Experience  with  all  the  Persons  of  Judgment  along 
with  You,  You  are  to  Name  some  other  Place  to  the  General,  and 
give  him  a  Draught  and  exact  Description  of  it,  and  send  it  to  him 
by  Express,  for  wch'  purpose  I  have  wrote  a  Letter  to  Captain  Hog 
to  dispatch  away  one  of  his  Officers,  who  may  at  the  same  Time  give 
a  verbal  Account  to  the  General,  and  explain  all  Matters  that  may 
remain  doubtfull  or  want  Explanation. 

u  I  approve  of  your  maintaining  the  General's  Detachment,  and 
hope  You  make  every  thing  as  agreeable  to  Captain  Hog  and  his 
Officers  as  the  Place  you  are  in  will  allow. 

"  The  Commissioners  have  a  discretionary  Power  in  all  Matters 
respecting  either  the  Waggons  or  Provisions  which  I  must  desire 
they  will  make  use  of  in  such  a  Manner  as  that  there  may  be  no 
Lett  or  Hinderance  to  the  King's  Business  or  to  the  Clearing  of  the 
Road,  which  I  expect  will  be  finished  Time  enough  for  it  to  be 
used  by  the  Army  as  a  Road  of  Communication  between  it  and  this- 
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Province;  and  you  will,  likewise,  take  Care  that  the  Province  he  not 
imposed  upon  by  unreasonable  and  extravagant  Prices. 

UI  propose  to  be  at  Shippensburgh  next  Week,  and  there  You 
may  write  to  Me  on  any  Subject  in  which  You  shall  think  my  Ad- 
vice and  Assistance  necessary. 

"Pray  consult  together  immediately,  and  let  the  General  be  in- 
form'd  by  Express  with  all  possible  Expedition  of  the  Place  where 
you  will  enter  into  his  Road,  with  Draughts  and  an  exact  Descrip- 
tion, and  be  sure  mention  the  Time  when  you  think  you  shall  be 
there  to  the  General. 

"I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  h'ble  Servt., 

"  ROBT-  H.  MORRIS. 
"  Mr.  James  Btjrd. 

"  The  other  Commissioners  will  consider  this  as  wrote  to  'em." 


A  Letter  from  Governer  Morris  to  Governor  JSJiarpe,  dated  at 
Philada.  the  3cZ  Instant. 
"Sir: 

"  Having  summon'd  my  Assembly,  as  I  wrote  you,  to  meet  me  on 
the  13th  of  June,  and  recommended  to  them  to  enable  me  to  comply 
with  the  General's  Demand  of  Cannon  Stores  and  Provisions  for  the 
Forts  he  should  take  or  build,  and  the  Garrisons  he  shou'd  leave 
in  them  so  far  as  was  proper  for  this  Province,  I  am  now  under 
the  Necessity  of  telling  You  that  they  have  made  Me  no  Answer 
to  those  Matters,  but  proposed  another  Bill  of  the  same  Nature  of 
those  that  we  had  contended  about  in  the  Winter,  which,  however, 
instead  of  rejecting  I  amended  agreeable  to  the  Act  of  Parliament 
for  regulating  Paper  Money  in  the  Neighbouring  Governments,  but 
they  were  so  displeas'd  at  it  that  they  adjourned  to  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember without  saying  any  thing  to  Me  upon  the  Head,  or  taking 
any  Notice  of  another  Message  I  sent  them  upon  Bradstreet's  In- 
telligence. I  send  You  my  Messages  under  this  Cover,  And  hope 
your  Province  and  Virginia  will,  for  the  Sake  of  the  public,  under- 
take to  do  the  whole,  and  depend  upon  being  reimbursed  whenever 
the  Colonies  are  put  upon  a  proper  Footing  by  Parliament,  and 
obliged  to  contribute  their  Quotas  towards  the  general  Expence.  I 
am  writing  to  the  General  what  my  Assembly  have  not  done 
upon  this  Occasion,  that  he  may  not  depend  upun  any  thing  from 
hence. 

"I  send  You  a  Letter  I  had  yesterday  from  Governor  Shirley 
(Who  is  since  arrived  at  New  York  and  gone  to  Albany),  for  lav- 
ing an  Embargo  on  all  Provisions  effectually  to  prevent  any  Supply 
from  being  carried  to  the  French  Fleet,  which  You  will  see  by  that 
Letter  is  certainly  arrived  and  must  depend  on  these  Colonies  lor 


454  MINUTES  OF  THE 

Provisions,  as  an  Embargo  in  Ireland  hindered  them  from  "being 

supplied  from  thence My  Assemby  is  not  setting, 

but  I  propose  this  Day  to  lay  an  Embargo  on  all  Provisions  for  one 
month,  or  till  the  Accounts  from  the  Eastward  shall  make  such  a 
Precaution  unnecessary. 

"  There  are  certain  Accounts  of  Admiral  Boscawens  being  arrived 
off  St.  John's,  in  New  Foundland,  with  Ten  Ships  of  the  Line, 
Three  of  his  Fleet  being  then  missing;  And  last  Night  we  had 
Accounts  from  New  York  that  the  French  Fleet  with  Four  Thou- 
sand Land  Forces  were  in  the  Harbour  of  Louisburgh,  And  that 
Eoscawen  with  13  Ships  of  the  Line  was  before  it;  This  News  I 
believe  may  be  depended  on,  tho7  it  is  not  absolutely  certain. 

"  I  forwarded  your  Letter  by  the  London,  Cap*.  Shirley,  who 
sail'd  from  hence  Ten  days  ago. 

"  I  set  out  on  Tuesday  next  to  form  a  Magazine  of  Provisions  in 
the  back  Parts  of  this  Province,  some  where  near  Shippensburgh, 
round  which  I  shall  set  up  some  Stockados  to  defend  it  against  the 
Indians  and  the  French  Wood  Fighters,  who  may  otherwise  easily 
destroy  it.     I  have  already  there  a  large  Quantity  of  Provisions. 

"  Since  writing  the  above  I  receiv'd  Yours  by  yr-  Express  of  the 
80th  of  June,  and  congratulate  You  on  what  Your  Assembly  have 
done;  You  will  see  by  the  Messages,  enclosed  what  mine  will  not 
do,  and  being  adjourned  in  a  very  bad  Temper  I  have  no  hopes  of 
their  doing  any  thing  this  Year,  nor  indeed  at  all  till  the  Parlia- 
ment shall  interpose  and  put  these  Governments  upon  a  proper 
Footing.  I  was  far  from  thinking  it  a  Bravado  in  the  French  that 
they  wou'd  fall  upon  and  destroy  the  back  Inhabitants  when  the 
Army  was  removed,  but  what  was  much  to  be  feared,  as  they  might 
by  that  Means  cut  off  or  greatly  interrupt  the  Communication 
between  the  Army  and  the  Country  behind  them,  which  must  dis- 
tress the  Forces,  And  the  Account  You  have  from  your  Frontiers 
confirms  the  Opinion  that  you  and  I  entertain'd  of  this  Matter. 

"Governor  Dinwiddie  writes  me,  as  I  suppose  he  does  You,  that 
He  has  ordered  Ten  Pieces  of  Cannon,  with  their  Appurtenances,  to 
be  sent  to  Fort  Cumberland,  and  from  thence  to  the  Ohio,  which 
will  be,  in  my  Opinion,  fully  sufficient  to  answer  the  Purpose. 

"The  King  is  certainly  gone  abroad,  and  I  conclude  from  thence 
that  we  shall  have  no  War  unless  the  Operations  in  America  bring 
it  on,  as  in  ail  probability  they  will  before  the  Winter. 

"An  Express  wou'd  have  sett  off  for  you  in  half  an  Hour  with 
the  Intelligence  of  the  Arrival  of  the  French  and  English  Fleets  if 
your  Messenger  had  not  arrived,  who  returns  immediately  with  this, 
and  one  enclosed  for  Governor  Dinwiddie. 

"I  have  this  Pay  received  a  Confirmation  of  the  French  & 
Indians  falling  upon  the  Back  Inhabitants,  And  that  upwards  of 
Twenty  of  the  People  are  missing  near  Fort  Cumberland;    that 
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several  are  destroyed,  and  that  for  Two  Days  no  Persons  had 
arrived  from  the  Army  at  that  Fort,  which  makes  it  probable  that 
a  Party  of  French  r  d  Indians  are  between  the  Two  Camps,  and 
will  endeavour  to  cut  off  the  , Communication  between  the  Inhabi- 
tants and  the  General;  And  a  Gentleman  at  Shippensburg  say'd  it 
was  reported  that  the  General  had  but  30  Days'  Provision  with  him. 
"  I  am,  Sr-'  with  great  Regard,  Your  most  obedient  &  most  humble 
Serv'- 

"ROBT-H.  MORRIS." 


A  Letter  from  the  Governor  to  Governor  Dinwiddle,  dated  this  Bay. 

"  Philida"  July  4th,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"  I  am  this  Minute  favour'd  with  Yours  by  Express  from  Gover- 
nor Sharpe,  and  am  glad  you  have  determined  to  send  the  Cannon 
you  mention,  which  in  my  Judgement  will  be  fully  sufficient  to 
answer  the  General's  Purpose;  And  unless  you  had  sent  them,  or 
the  Goverrment  of  Maryland  cou'd  have  suppiy'd  them,  the  General 
must  have  done  without  them  in  the  best  Manner  he  cou'd,  for  not- 
withstanding all  I  cou'd  say  to  my  Assembly  upon  the  Head  they 
would  not  agree  to  furnish  any  thing  for  that  necessary  Service,  nor 
indeed  have  they  condescended  to  give  me  any  Answer  to  my  Mess- 
age upon  that  Head,  but  only  proposed  a  Bill  for  giving  General 
Braddock  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  and  taking  Twenty-Five  Thousand 
Pounds  to  themselves,  which  I  amended,  and  thereby  offended  them 
in  so  high  a  Degree  that  they  adjourned  themselves  in  a  very  ill 
Temper  till  the  1st  of  September,  and  I  have  not  the  least  hopes  of 
their  doing  any  thing  this  Year,  nor  indeed  at  all  till  the  Govern- 
ment shall  effectually  interpose,  which  that  they  may  soon  do  I 
think  we  shou'd  joyn  in  representing  these  Matters  in  the  strongest 
Manner  to  our  Masters,  that  a  plentyful  Bread  Colony,  composed 
one-half  of  Foreigners,  situated  in  the  Center  of  British  America, 
may  not  remain  open  And  an  easy  Conquest  to  any  Invader,  which, 
if  it  is  suffer' d  to  do,  the  French  by  means  of  the  Foreigners  in  this 
Province  may  possibly  subject  the  whole  Continent  to  their  Do- 
minion. 

"  You  will  see  by  a  Message  that  is  under  this  Cover  how  Strongly 
I  press* d  upon  my  Assembly  the  keeping  open  the  Communication 
with  the  Army,  which  there  was  Reason  to  believe  the  French  wou'd 
endeavour  by  their  Indians  to  cut  off.  But  it  had  no  Effort ;  And 
since  they  adjourned  I  have  rcceiv'd  Intelligence  that  the  Indians 
have  killed  and  taken  Prisoners  about  20  Persons,  Men,  Women, 
and  Children,  in  the  Back  parts  of  this  Province,  and  the  People 
are  all  so  much  alarmed  that  they  cannot  be  prevailed  upon  to  go 
with  Provisions  towards  the  Army  without  a  strong  Guard,  w,!u  it  is 
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not  in  my  Power  to  send,  as  my  Assembly  have  refused  to  grant 
Supplys  for  that  or  any  other  Purpose. 

"  Under  this  Cover  I  send  you  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  I  have  from 
Governor  Shirley  (who  is  since  arrived  at  New  York  and  gone  to 
Albany)  giving  an  Account  of  the  Arrival  of  a  French  Fleet  at 
Louisbourgh,  and  recommending  an  Embargo  to  prevent  their  being 
supply'd  with  Provisions.  In  Consequence  of  which  I  have  this  Pay 
laid  an  Embargo  upon  all  Provisions  and  Warlike  Stores  for  One 
Month  or  untill  the  Accounts  from  the  Eastward  shall  make  such 
Precaution  unnecessary.  We  have  Accounts  in  Town  to  be  depended 
on  that  Adm1,  Boscawen  was  off  St.  John's,  in  Newfoundland,  On 
the  3d  of  June,  with  Ten  Ships  of  the  Line  and  sixteen  Hundred 
Marines,  three  of  his  Ships  being  then  missing;  Since  which  we  are 
told  that  the  whole  IB  are  before  the  Harbour  of  Louisburgh,  in 
which  are  block'd  up  a  French  Fleet  and  Four  Thousand  Land 
Forces.  This  last  Account  is  believ'd,  but  is  not  so  certain  as  the 
others. 

"I  can't  yet  certainly  learn  how  the  Six  Nations  stand  affected, 
or  what  Effect  Johnson's  Treaty  has  had,  but  hope  to  hear  soon;  if 
they  go  agst.  Us  it  will  greatly  distress  our  Forces  in  their  March. 
"I  am,  Sir,  with  great  Regard, 

"  Your  most  obedf-  and  most  humble  Serv'*" 

"ROBT-H.  MORRIS. 

"  Governor  Dinwiddie." 


u  A  Letter  from  Governor  SJiarpe  to  Governor  Morris. 

"  Annapolis,  June  30th,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"I  send  this  Express  at  Governor  Dinwiddie's  desire,  with  two 
Letters  that  I  have  just  receiv'd  from  Virginia  General  Braddock 
acquaints  Me  that  He  was  the  22nd  Ins*  advane'd  40  Miles  from 
Fort  Cumberland  towards  the  Ohio.  The  badness  of  the  Roads  and 
the  Mountains  have  much  distressed  &  retarded  him.  His  advane'd 
Guard  had  discover' d  a  small  Body  of  French  at  a  distance,  Who 
upon  the  Approach  of  our  Troops  retired  and  let  Monacatoocha  the 
half  King,  who  had  fallen  into  their  Hands,  escape.  Saturday 
Morning  I  recd'  Letters  from  Colon1-  Lines  and  some  of  our  distant 
Inhabitants,  informing  me  that  this  Day  Sennight  a  party  of  Indians 
fell  upon  some  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Frederick  County,  of  whom 
they  Killed  3  and  carried  off  8  Prisoners.  The  Body  of  a  French 
Indian  was  found  lying  by  those  of  the  3  English  who  were  mur- 
dered. We  are  also  told  that  Eleven  People  have  been  killed  by 
Indians  in  the  .Back  Parts  of  Virginia.  Upon  my  communicating 
this  Intelligence  to  our  Assembly  they  presented  me  an  Address  of 
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which  I  have  inclos'd  you  a  Copy.  The  Master  of  a  Ship  who  left 
London  the  6th  of  May,  reports  that  the  Brest  Fleet  with  a  con- 
siderably Body  of  Troops  on  Board  was  sailed,  some  imagined  for 
America  others  to  make  a  Descent  on  Ireland.  Admiral  Hawk  and 
Moysten  were  also  sailed.  His  Majesty  was  gone  to  visit  His  Ger- 
man Dominions. 

i  "With  great  Esteem  &  Regard  I  am,  Sr-  Your  most  humble  & 
obedient  Servant, 

"  HOB.0  SHARPE. 
"  Governor  Morris." 


RESOLVES  OF  THE  ASSEMBLY  OF  MARYLAND. 

"To  His  Excellency  HORATIO  SHARPE,  Esquire,    Governor 
and   Commander-in-Chief  in  and  over  the  Province  of  Mary- 
land,  The  humble  Address  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 
u  May  it  please  your  Excellency  : 

"This  House  having  taken  into  Consideration  yr- Excellency's 
Message  of  this  Ddy,  have  thereupon  come  to  the  following  Re- 
solves : 

"  Resolved,  That  this  House  do  make  suitable  Provision  for  the 
paying  and.  maintaining  Eighty  Men,  including  Officers,  for  four 
Months  (if  occasion)  for  ranging  on  the  Frontiers  of  this  Province  to 
protect  the  same  against  the  Incursions  and  Depredations  that  may 
be  attempted  or  made  by  the  French  or  their  Indian  allies. 

"  Resolved  further,  That  this  House  will  defray  the  reasonable 
Expence  of  conveying  Intelligence  from  Wills'  Creek  to  Annapolis 
and  back  thither  for  Four  Months." 

"28th  June,  1755. 
"  Read  and  assented  to  by  the  Lower  House  of  Assembly. 
"  Signed  "#  Order, 

"  HENRY  HOOPER,  Speaker." 


A  Letter  from  John  Harris  to   Conrad  Wetter  t  of  the  ?>Q(h  June, 
forwarded  by  Mr.   Weiser  : 

"  Paxton,  June  30th,  1755. 

"Sir: 

"  After  my  best  Respects  to  You  I  am  sorry  T  have  Occasion  bo 
inform  You  of  such  melancholly  News  which  I  shall  give  you  a  De- 
tail of,  the  greatest  part  if  not  the  whole  certainly  Truth.  On  last 
Monday  the  22nd  Instant  was  killed  and  scalped  by  Indians  nettr 
our  Fort  at  Wills'  Creek  Three  Persons;  between  that  Time  and 
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the  Wednesday  following  are  found  killed,  barbarously  murder'd, 
aftd  missing,  upwards  of  Twenty  of  our  Inhabitants  near  Fort  Cum- 
berland, and  I  make  no  Doubt  many  more  killed  since.  William 
Chesney  is  come  home,  who  saw  a  little  Boy  in  our  Fort  who  was 
scalp'd  last  Week  and  likely  to  live,  being  in  the  Hospital.  In 
short  there  seems  to  be  nothing  less  threaten'd  than  Desolation  and 
Destruction,  a  Prospect  of  which  may  be.  seen  now  on  Potowmack^, 
by  the  People's  abandoning  their  Places  and  leaving  their  All  to 
save  their  Lives  if  possible.  I  likewise  am  this  Day  inform'd  that 
there  was  a  Soldier  killed  lately  between  Two  Divisions  of  our  Army 
on  their  March — his  Throat  cut  and  his  Scalp  off;  and  they  were 
in  hourly  Expectation  of  such  Usage.  And,  likewise,  that  no  Ac- 
count from  the  Army  for  Two  Days  when  Chesney  came  away  last 
Saturday  from  our  Fort,  which  makes  it  doubtfull  whether  our  Cat- 
tle and  Persons  driving  them  to  the  Army  from  our  Fort  have  not 
fell  into  the  Enemy's  Hands,  as  they  had  Utile  or  no  Guard,  not 
expecting  any  Danger.  There  was  not  scarce  an  Hour  since  the 
Army  marched  before  but  News  came  down  the  Road  to  our  Fort, 
which  makes  it  likely  that  the  Road  must  be  at  that  Time  stopped 
by  the  Enemy.  Our  own  Indians  are  strongly  suspected  for  several 
Reasons  :  First.  By  their  deserting  our  Army  all  except  about  Six 
Men  by  the  latest  Accounts,  And  by  English  Goods  or  Arms  found 
on  an  Indian  killed  last  Week  by  one  Williams,  wch-  Goods  or  Arms 
were  delivered  lately  out  of  our  Fort  to  Indians  then  there. 

u  I  think  it  adviseable  that  you  shou'cl  immediately  dispatch  Ac- 
counts to  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  mean  Time  use  your  utmost 
Endeavours  to  find  out  if  our  Indians  are  concern'd,  that  there 
might  without  Delay  some  Schemes  be  laid  by  us  for  Revenge,  and 
not  give  them  Time  to  use  Us  as  they  are  now  using  our  Fellow 
Subjects  and  acquaintances,  the  very  Thoughts  of  which  ought  to 
excite  Us  for  Satisfaction ;  nay,  except  there  are  Men  raised  directly 
to  guard  Provisions  to  our  Camp  and  Army  there  will  no  Person 
venture  to  go,  and  then  they  must  retreat  Back  or  Starve. 
"  I  am,  Sir,  in  haste,  Your  most  h'ble  Servf'' 

"  JOHN  HARRIS. 

"P.  S. — I  am  in  hourly  Expectation  of  such  News  from  our  Fron- 
tiers in  the  last  Purchase,  which  if  it  shou'd  happen,  and  it  is  very 
probable  it  will,  for  want  of  small  Block  Block-Houses  or  Forts  and 
Men  to  guard  our  Back  Inhabitants;  Upon  the  first  Alarm  of  Mur- 
der being  committed  among  us  the  general  part  or  Majority  of  our 
Settlers  will  run  off  and  leave  their  Habitations  and  Effects,  Grain, 
&ca- ;  You  may  certainly  depend  on  it,  For  in  the  Situation  our  Peo- 
ple are  they  cannot  make  any  Defence. 

«Yrs-  J.  H. 

'*  I  hope  there  will  be  soon  Provision  made  for  our  Defence. " 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Saturday,  the  5th  July,  1755. 
•    present : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
ten1,  Governor. 

John  Pc.m,  James  Hamilton,      "1 

William  Till,  Robert  Strettell,        1-™       • 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  Lawrence  Gruwden,  |     ^ 

Joseph  Turner,  Richard  Peters,         J 

The  Governor  advised  with  the  Council  on  the  several  Letters  he 
had  lately  received,  which  were  again  read  with  one  from  Mr.  Ship- 
pen  to  Mr.  Allen  that  came  to  Hand  this  Morning,  dated  Yesterday, 
in  these  Words : 

"  A  Letter  from  Mr.  Ed.  Shippcn  to  William  Allen,  Esqr. 

"  Lancaster,  4th  July,  1755. 
"  Dear  Cousin  : 

"  tmi  Night  I  brought  my  Son  safe  home  in  my  Chair,  and  He 
gathers  Strength  very  fast. 

"  I  wrote  you  from  Shippensburg  an  Account  of  the  Murder  of 
several  People  near  our  Fort,  and  we  have  since  heard  that  15  or 
20  Men,  Women,  and  Children,  are  missing,  supposed  to  be  conveyed 
away  by  the  Indians;  And  by  the  best  Conjecture  we  can  make,  by 
the  Del:',  wares  and  Shawanese,  there  having  been  found  by  the  side  of 
the  Indian  who  happened  to  be  killed  in  the  Skirmish  a  Cutlace  and 
Gun,  supposed  to  be  a  present  from  the  English.  His  Scalp  was 
sent  to  the  General  immediately.  Frederick  Wciser  was  met  some 
Days  ago  with  the  Cattle  within  7  or  8  miles  of  Wills'  Creek  (It 
was  a  Day  or  two  after  the  Mischief  was  done  to  the  poor  People), 
since  which  no  Body  has  come  from  thence,  either  to  Conneco- 
cheeguo  or  to  Shippensburgh  that  we  can  hear  of,  nor  have  we  had 
any  Account  of  the  safe  Arrival  of  the  Cattle,  And  before  this 
Barbarity  was  committed  there  were  People  passing  and  repassing 
that  wr.y  every  day.  This  consideration  terrifys  the  Back  Settlers 
very  much,  but  I  have  endeavoured  to  persuade  them  to  be  resolute 
and  to  stand  their  Ground,  and  to  put  themselves  into  the  best  Pos- 
ture o  Defence  they  possibly  can;  That  Two  or  Three  Families 
ought  to  get  into  one  House  where  "Water  is  handy,  and  to  make 
Loop  Holes  in  it  for  their  small  Arms,  and  that  Singh'  men  shou'd 
form  themselves  into  small  Companies  up  and  down  the  Country, 
and  then  Part  of  them  might  reap  and  stack  the  Grain  whilst  others 
kept  Centry  and  Guard.  And  I  hoped  that  in  about  a  Fortnight's 
Time  they  wou'd  have  the  good  News  to  hear  of  the  Reduction  of 
Fort  Du  Quasnej  After  which  the  General  wou'd  scower  the  Woodfl 
of  the  Indians,  and  then  they  might  expect  to  live  in  Peace  :ind 
Quietness.     But  of  all  the  Persons  I  have  talked  with  John  Harris 
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at  Pexton  is  the  greatest  Coward,  and  discourages  the  Folks  most, 
buzzing  them  in  the  Ears  of  their  great  Danger.  But  I  hope  I 
have  put  a  Stop  to  his  silly  Proceedings. 

u  When  the  General  march'd  from  Fort  Cumberland  he  cou'd 
travel  but  Four  Miles  a  day,  but  afterwards  my  Son  says  he  wou'd 
endeavour  to  make  more  Dispatch  ;  That  he  divided  his  Army  at 
the  little  Meadows,  24  Miles  from  the  said  Fort,  and  took  his  Choice 
of  Officers  and  Men  about  Twelve  Hundred;  And  the  17th  Instant 
he  dispatched  Sr-  Ju°  St.  Clair  with  400  of  the  Men  towards  the 
Great  Meadows,  and  the  next  Day  inarched  himself  with  800  Men 
more,  taking  with  them  the  greatest  Part  of  the  Artillery,  And 
He  ordered  the  Remainder  of  the  Army  to  follow  him  on  Monday. 
He  designs  to  make  the  Attack  with  these  1200,  But  not  untill  the 
other  Part  of  His  Army  comes  within  a  Day's  March  of  him,  that 
he  may  have  their  Assistance  or  not  as  he  shall  judge  it  most  proper. 
The  General  had  ordered  150  Men  to  guard  the  Road  Cutters  be- 
yond Ray's  Town,  but  when  Josey  came  there  he  found  only  100. 
Captain  Hogg  told  him  that  the  General  had  alter' d  his  Mind  just 
before  he  came  away. 

"  Josey  counted  but  7  Indians  at  the  Little  Meadows,  and  asked 
Mr.  Croghan  what  was  become  of  the  rest  of  the  Thirty-Seven  he 
had  had.  He  say'd  They  were  gone  from  Fort  Cumberland  with 
their  Wives  and  Children  to  Awkwick  to  leave  them  there,  and 
expected  to  see  them  again  before  he  cod<  get  to  the  Great  Meadows, 
And  that  he  was  very  sure  that  4,0  or  50  more  from  the  Back  Woods 
wou'd  join  him  between  the  Great  Meadows  and  the  French  Fort, 
which  they  wou'd  have  done  at  Fort  Cumberland  were  it  not  for 
fear  of  the  French  coming  to  their  Cabbins  to  destroy  their  Fami- 
lies. 

"  Daniel  East,  a  Servant  of  Mr.  Joseph  Simon's,  was  at  the  Big 
Crossings,  15  Miles  above  the  little  Meadows,  after  Josey  came 
away,  and  says,  That  Sr"  John  St.  Clair  had  discovered  by  the  help 
of  Mr.  Croghan  and  his  7  Indians  a  Party  of  between  Two  or 
Three  Hundred  French  Indians,  and  pursued  them  and  drove  them 
quite  off;  then  they  proceeded  in  cutting  the  Roads  towards  the 
Ohio.        • 

"  Mr.  Swain  no  doubt  has  inform'd  you  of  His  Proceedings  in 
Resp'cct  to  the  Pork  and  Cattle  sent  under  his  Care,  which  arc  still 
at  Shippensburgh,  the  former  in  mine  and  others'  Cellars,  and  I 
have  given  Orders  to  Mr.  Burd's  Servant,  a  Cooper,  to  take  Care  of 
them  as  Mr.  Swaine  shall  direct,  &  the  latter  are  well  provided  with 
Range  Pasture.  But  the  Place  which  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the 
General  for  the  Magazine  ought  to  be  protected  by  at  least  20  or  30 
Soldiers,  and  there  shou'd  be  a  Blockade  built;  Otherwise  they  may 
easily  destroy  the  Cattle  and  other  Provisions,  for  they  can  march 
thro'  the  Woods  undiscovcr'd  within  20  Miles  of  Shippensburgh, 
And  ihey  may  come  that  20  Miles  one  way  on  a  Path,  leaving  Jacob 
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Pyatt's  (near  the  Tuscarora  Mountain)  on  the  right  Hand,  and  see 
but  Two  Houses  till  they  are  within  Two  Miles  of  my  Place. 
"  Josey,  with  myself,  gives  his  Kind  Love  to  You  all,  &  I  am, 
"  Dear  Cousin,  Your  affectionate  Kinsman, 

"EDWD-  SHIPPEN. 
"  To  William  Allen,  Esquire." 

The  Council  observed  that  if  the  Assembly  had  done  their  Duty 
in  complying  with  the  several  Requests  made  by  the  Governor  in 
his  Messages  to  them  He  wou'd  have  had  it  in  his  Power  to  do 
something  worthy  of  this  Province  on  such  an  Exigence,  but  they 
cou'd  not  at  present  give  any  Advice,  as  there  were  no  public  Funds 
to  defray  the  Expences  that  might  be  necessary  to  go  into.  The 
Governor  proposed  going  to  Carlisle  in  order  to  be  nearer  to  the 
Army,  and  that  he  might  give  such  Directions  as  Occurences  shou'd 
render  proper. 


July  6th,  1755. 
MEMORANDUM. 

The  Governor  wrote  the  following  Letters  before  He  left  Town, 
viz'- : 

A  Letter  to  His  Excellency  General  Braddock  in  these  Words : 

"Piiilada.,  July  6th,  1755. 

"Sir: 

"  The  Packets  I  have  the  Honour  to  transmit  to  You  by  this 
Conveyance  will  inform  You  of  the  Success  of  one  Part  of  His 
Majesty's  Forces  under  your  Command,  and  of  the  Treatment  that 
part  of  their  Fleet  have  received  from  Admiral  Boscawen,  who,  with 
Adm''  Mostyn,  command  Thirteen  Sail  of  the  Line  now  cruising  be- 
tween St.  Lawrence's  Bay  and  Cape  Sable.  It  is  said  that  the  French 
Fleet  consists  of  Twenty-four  Ships  and  the  English  cf  Thirty,  but 
cannot  think  those  Accounts  are  to  be  depended  on;  But  as  our 
Fleet  has  fallen  in  with  theirs  I  am  in  hopes  We  shall  have  as  good 
an  account  of  the  whole  as  we  have  of  the  Two  that  are  mentioned 
in  the  Letters  herewith. 

"  I  make  no  doubt  that  Colon1-  Innis  has  inform'd  you  that  some 
Indians  have  been  murdering  some  of  the  Inhabitants  near  Fort 
Cumberland,  &  given  you  the  particulars  which  I  have  not  yet  re- 
ceiv'd ;  this  has  struck  a  Pauick  into  the  People  of  the  Back  Parts 
of  our  Country,  and  I  expect  it  will  be  difficult  to  prevail  with 
them  to  go  with  Provisions  to  the  Road  Cutters  without  an  Ksoort, 
which  I  have  it  not  in  my  Power  to  furnish,  not  being  enabled  by 
my  Assembly. 

"'Mr.  Franklin  tells  me  that   the  Thousand  Pounds  you  have 
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sent  him  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  Forage  bought  by  my  Order 
in  this  town,  and  for  transporting  it  to  the  Camp.  lie  tin  iks,  too, 
that  it  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  for  a  Thousand  Bushels  of  Wheat 
that  you  have  ordered  him  to  buy,  of  all  wcb-  He  tells  me  he  will 
give  Me  an  Account. 

"  That  there  will  be  wanting  about  Five  Hundred  Pounds  Ster- 
ling more  to  pay  for  the  Forage  that  was  bought  &  sent  from  the 
Back  Counties.  I  have  Three  Hundred  and  thirty  Bushels  of  In- 
dian Corn  remaining  in  this  Town  which  I  can  sell  again  for  what 
it  cost,  but  do  not  intend  to  do  it  till  I  hear  from  You.  which  I 
shall  expect  to  do  by  the  Beturn  of  the  Express,  when  I  shall  be 
at  Shippensburgh,  and  beg  You  wou'd  direct  me  whether  any  and 
what  Forage  must  be  laid  in  at  Shippensburg,  that  I  may  give  the 
necessary  Orders  when  I  am  in  that  Country. 

"  The  Panick  that  has  taken  Possession  of  the  People  near  the 
Mountains  since  the  Indians  have  begun  to  scalp,  will  make  it  next 
to  impossible  to  carry  the  Magazine  farther  back  than  Shippens- 
burgh. However,  I  shall  judge  better  of  that  when  I  am  upon  the 
Spot,  and  fix  it  either  at  MacDowelTs  Mill  at  Shippensburgh,  or  at 
some  Place  between  them,  as  I  shall  think  will  best  answer  the  pub- 
lic Purposes. 

"  This  Express  will  bring  you  Letters  from  Colon1'  Johnston  that 
will  let  You  into  the  Progress  he  is  making  among  the  Indians,  and 
in  which  I  suppose  He  mentions  the  State  of  Things  in  that  Quar- 
ter, of  which  I  have  had  no  Accounts  for  some  time  further  than 
all  our  Troops  are  in  Motion ;  the  cutting  off  this  reinforcement  of 
Six  Batalions  will  put  it  out  of  the  Power  of  the  French  to  hinder 
the  Execution  of  any  part  of  your  Plan,  And  if  a  War  shou'd  be 
the  Consequence  of  our  Success  in  America,  and  the  Colonies  can 
be  prevailed  upon  to  keep  up  the  Troops  they  have  at  present,  Can- 
ada itself  may  find  you  Employment  for  next  Summer. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  &  most  humble 
Serv'-, 

"BOBTII.  MOBRIS." 

"  To  His  Excellency  Edward  Braddock,  Esqr: 


A  Letter  to  Governor  Belcher. 

"  Philadelphia,  6th  July,  1755. 
«  Sir : 

"  As  there  are  certain  Accounts  that  a  French  Fleet  is  arrived  at 
Louisburgh  with  a  Number  of  Land  Forces  intended  against  His 
Majesty's  Colonies,  to  prevent  any  Provisions  being  carried  to  them 
or  the  Possibility  of  their  being  supplied  from  this  Province  by 
Means  of  the  Dutch  or  from  English  Vessels  that  their  Cruises 
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may  meet  at  Sea,  I  have  thought  it  my  Duty  to  lay  an  Embargo 
upon  all  Provisions  for  one  Month,  or  untill  the  Accounts  from  the 
Eastward  shall  render  such  a  Precaution  no  longer  necessary.  But 
as  the  Orders  I  have  issued  for  that  Purpose  will  fail  of  their  Effect 
if  the  Vessels  of  this  Port  arc  suffered  to  clear  from  the  Ports  in 
New  Jersey,  I  must  desire  your  Excellency  will  give  Directions  to 
the  Custom  House  Officers  of  the  Ports  in  your  Government  upon 
Delaware  Hirer  not  to  clear  any  Vessel  whatsoever  belonging  to 
any  of  the  Ports  or  Places  within  this  Province  or  the  Lower  Coun- 
ties, and  more  especially  such  as  may  have  Stores  of  War  or  Pro- 
visions on  Board  more  than  are  necessary  for  the  Defence  and 
Subsistancc  of  their  respective  Crews  during  the  intended  Voyage. 
Your  Excellency's  Zeal  for  His  Majesty's  Service,  and  your  warm 
Inclinations  to  secure  these  His  Colonics  against  our  natural  Ene- 
mies the  French,  are  such  that  I  need  say  no  more  upon  the  Head. 
"  General  Braddock,  by  my  last  Letters  from  the  Camp  was 
within  20  Days'  march  of  Fort  Du  Qucsne,  But  will  be  some  time 
before  he  gets  there,  as  the  Indians  have  fallen  upon  and  destroyed 
some  of  the  Back  Inhabitants  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Penn- 
sylvania, and  taken  several  Prisoners;  the  particular  Number  of 
Persons  killed  and  taken  is  not  yet  known.  This  will  cut  off  the 
Communication  with  the  Army,  and  obstruct  all'Supplys  that  are 
sent  without  strong  Guards,  the  supplying  which  must  greatly 
retard  the  General's  Motion. 

"  My  best  regards  attend  Mrs.  Belcher,  and  I    am    w,h"  great 
Respect, 

"  Your  Excellency's  most  obed'-  h'ble  Sorvf* 

"liOBT-  H.  MORRIS." 

"  To  His  Excellency  Governor  Belcher." 


A  Letter  to  Governor  Shirley. 

"  Philadelphia,  Cth  July,  1755. 
°  Dear  Sir : 

"It  is  with  the  Greatest  Joy  that  I  Congratulate  You  on  the 
Success  of  his  Majesty's  Arms  employed  for  the  Recovery  of  Nova 
Scotia,  and  what  gives  me  greatest  satisfaction  in  the  thing  is  that 
the  Plan  was  originally  laid  by  You  and  carried  on  under  your  Eye 
and  Direction  till  the  Embarkation  of  the  New  England  Men,  and 
since  by  your  Direction  and  Advice,  And  I  make  no  doubt  but  the 
other  Parts  of  the  Plan  as  they  are  equally  well  laid  will  be»equallj 
succcssfull.  I  am  also  very  much  rejoiced  at  the  good  News  of 
Adm1'  Boseawen's  having  taken  Three  Seventy  Gun  Shirs.  These 
things  1  think  will  bring  on  a  War  or  oblige  the  French  to  give  up 
their  Encroachments. 
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"  I  was  honoured  with  Yours  of  the  23d  Ult0'  from  Boston,  and 
agreable  to  your  Request  have  sent  Copies  on  to  Maryland  and 
Virginia  by  Express.  My  Assembly  were  not  sitting  when  yours 
came  to  hand;  and  having  taken  no  Notice  of  what  I  recommended 
to  them  upon  your  Letter  to  prohibit  the  Exportation  of  Provisions 
to  New  Foundland,  I  concluded  it  wou'd  be  in  vain  to  call 'them  on 
Purpose;  and  before  they  cou'cl  meet  all  the  Vessels  in  the  lliver 
might  be  loaded  and  sent  away.  I  therefore  ventured  to  lay  an 
Embargo  on  all  Provisions  and  Warlike  Stores  by  my  own  Authority 
for  one  Month.  However,  as  the  Jamaica  Sloop  of  War  is  going 
from  hence  to  Providence,  all  the  Vessels  that  arc  full  and  ready  to 
sail  for  our  own  Islands  I  have  admitted  to  go  under  his  Convoy  as 
far  as  Providence,  And  laid  them  under  Bonds  to  land  their  Cargoa 
at  the  particular  Places  mentioned  in  the  Bonds,  and  to  produce 
Certificates  of  their  having  so  done.  I  have  also  permitted  One 
Vessel  with  Provisions  for  the  Forces  at  Halifax,  and  Two  for  the 
Troops  under  Your  Command,  to  be  cleared,  But  have  suffered  no 
other  to  go  out  of  Port. 

"  This  Measure,  if  it  is  pursued  by  all  the  Colonies,  will  greatly 
distress  the  French,  and  our  own  Fleet  and  Forces  may  be  supplied 
by  sending  Men  of  War  to  convoy  such  Provisions  and  Stores  as 
they  may  want.  ' 

"  Last  Night  I  had  by  Express  your  Packet  for  your  Son,  and  ■ 
others  for  the  General,  which  the  same  Officer  goes  on  with  this 
Morning.  The  Indians  have  been  scalping  on  the  back  of  this 
Province,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  and  have  killed  and  taken  be- 
tween  Thirty  and  Forty  Persons,  Men,  Women,  and  Children;  But 
I  have  not  Time  to  tell  you  the  particulars.  This  will  render  the 
Communication  with  the  Army  very  difficult  and  a  Number  of 
Escorts  necessary,  which  my  Assembly  will  not  enable  me  to  furnish. 
I  am,  with  great  Regard,  Dear  Sir, 

"  Your  most  Obedf'  &  most  h'ble  Serv'" 


"ROBT-  H.  MORRIS. 


" Governor  Shirley. 


MEMORANDUM. 

The  following  Letters  were  receiv'd  in  the  Governor's  Absence, 
to  wit: 

A  Litter  from  Governor  Lawrence  of  the  21st  June  in  these  Words: 

1  "  Halifax,  21st  June,  1755. 

"  Sir : 

u  I  have  the  Honour  to  transmit  to  You  the  enclosed  Letters  for 
General  Braddock,  and  am  to  beg  you  will  take  the  first  Opportunity 
of  forwarding  them.     I  also  enclose  you  an  Extract  of  Admiral 
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Boscawen's  Letter  to  me,  which  You  will  please  to  communicate  to 
the  Neighbouring  Governors.  By  this  Time  I  hope  the  Admiral 
has  fallen  in  with  several  more  of  M.  Macknamara's  Squadron. 

"  I  congratulate   your  Ex7*  on  this  most  agreable  News,  and  am 
with  great  Respect  and  Esteem, 

"Sir,  Your  most  obed'*  h'ble  Serv'" 

"  CHAS-  LAWRENCE. 
"  Governor  Morris." 


A  Letter  from  Governor  Dlnvjlddie,  dated  the  5th  Inst. 

"  Williamsburg,  July,  5th,  1755. 
"Sir: 

'.'  I  am  sorry  I  have  Occasion  to  acquaint  You  that  Two  Parties 
of  French  and  Indians,  to  the  amount  of  130  Men,  are  come  into  the 
Frontiers  of  this  Dominion  and  Maryland.  They  have  already 
murdered  Nine  Families.  They  burn  and  destroy  all  they  come  up 
with.  This  corresponds  with  the  General's  Letter  wrote  to  you  and 
Me  some  Time  since.  On  Receipt  thereof  I  wrote,  to  the  Lieuten- 
ant of  the  Counties  on  our  Frontiers  to  keep  Patrolers  out,  <ind 
when  they  saw  a  Number  of  French  or  Indians  to  raise  the  Militia 
and  to  alarm  the  Neigbouring  Counties  to  do  the  same.  But  I  have 
Reason  to  think  the  People  are  seized  with  a  Pannick,  otherwise 
They  might  easily  suppress  that  few  in  Number  who  I  believe  were 
sent  by  way  of  Diversion,  thinking  the  General  wou'd  send  some  of 
his  Forces  after  them ;  but  He  knows  better.  I  have  now  ordered 
Two  Companies  of  Rangers,  consisting  of  fifty  Men  each,  and  shall 
very  soon  order  Two  Companies  more,  to  protect  our  Frontiers. 
But  as  this  affects  all  the  Colonies,  I  hope  your  Assembly  will  qualify 
You  to  raise  some  Men  for  Protection  of  the  poor  People  on  the 
Frontiers  of  the  different  Governments. 

•■In  Compliance  with  the  General's  Desire  I  have  sent  to  Rock 
Creek  Ten  Cannon  to  be  carried  to  Connegocheege,  from  thence  to 
Fort  Cumberland.  That  on  the  General's  Success  in  taking  the 
Fort  on  the  Ohio  they  may  be  transported  there  to  be  mounted  on 
that  Fort  •  which,  as  it  is  proposed  that  the  supporting  of  that  Fort 
(if  taken)  is  to  be  at  the  Expence  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and 
this  Dominion,  I  therefore  hope  Your  People  will  readily  agree  to 
pay  their  Quota  of  the  Charge,  and  enable  You  to  send  what  may 
be  wanted  for  that  Service ;  and  that  as  our  Danger  encreases  by 
these  Banditi  invading  our  Frontiers,  plundering  &  murdering  our 
Fellow  Subjects,  I  hope  your  People  will  be  alarmed,  and  join 
Maryland  and  this  Colony  in  defeating  the  villianous  Designs  of 
these  rascally  Murderers  and  Robbers.  It  will  give  me  much  Plea- 
sure to  have  a  line  from  You  of  their  Resolution  to  help  and  sup- 
VOL.  vi. — 30. 
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port  us  in  driving  these  People  from  our  Borders.  Our  Assembly 
has  voted  £10,000  more  towards  conducting  the  Expedition,  and 
they  enable  me  to  raise  200  in  four  Companies  for  the  Protection 
of  our  Frontiers.  These  Supplies  are  not  sufficient  for  the  Services 
now  entered  on,  but  I  cou'd  not  prevail  with  them  to  grant  more 
at  this  Time.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  a  perfect  Reconcilement 
between  You  and  the  Assembly. 

"  I  hear  the  General  was  at  the  great  Meadows  the  24th  Ult°-  & 
hope  by  this  Time  he  is  in  Possession  of  the  Fort;  if  so  it  lies  with 
Us  to  be  very  earnest  with  Dispatch  to  send  proper  Supplies  for 
the  People  he  may  leave  there,  that  He  may  not  be  retarded  in  ex- 
ecuting the  further  Plan  of  Operations  concerted  at  Alexandria.  We 
have  no  late  News  from  England  whether  War  is  declared;  all  my 
Letters  say  they  think  Wa"r  is  inevitable.     Pray  write  me  fully. 

"  I  remain  with  very  great  Esteem  and  Respect  Your  Hon'3-  Most 
obed1-  hble-  Serv*-' 

"  ROBT-  DINWIDDIE. 

"  P.  S.  The  Colony  of  S°-  Carolina  voted  £6,000  St-  Expedn-  and 
sent  the  Bills  of  Exha-  to  Gen1-  Braddock. 

"  Govr-  Morris/' 


A  Letter  from  Mr.  James  Burd,  Commissioner  of  the  Roads,  of 
the  same  date. 
"From  the  Allegheny  Mountains,  ") 
5th  July,  1755.  j 

"Hond.  Sir: 

"  We  have  now  got  this  far  with  the  Road,  but  at  present  are  under 
a  very  great  Dilemma,  the  Cause  of  which  is  as  follows :  We  had 
thought  it  necessary  to  make  use  of  an  empty  House  47  miles  from 
Anthony  Thompson's  for  a  Store  House  for  our  Provisions,  and  we  sent 
a  Guard  of  7  Men  armed  to  said  Store  House ;  they  immediately  forti- 
fyed  the  House  and  had  received  some  of  our  Provisions.  We  were  like 
to  be  short  of  Meat,  &"'•  And  hearing  that  there  were  Waggons, 
and  supposing  Cattle  upon  the  Road,  One  Mr.  Robert  McCay  who 
had  the  Command  of  the  Store  and  the  People  there,  sent  a  Boy 
called  James  Smith,  about  16  Years  of  Age,  down  the  Road  to  hurry 
up  the  Cattle  and  Waggons.  Said  Smith  meeting  a  Man  sent  up 
by  Mr.  Adam  Hoops  at  Ray's  Town,  received  Information  that  the 
Waggons  were  just  at  Hand,  upon  which  the  Boy  returned  with 
Mr.  Hoops'  Man  hither,  the  Waggons  at  this  Time  being  behind. 
The  Waggons  arrived  at  the  Store  the  3d  Curr'*  at  Noon.  Inquiry 
was  made  of  the  Waggoners  where  Mr.  Hoops'  Man  and  the  Boy 
were,  and  they  replied  they  had  not  seen  them ;  upon  wch-  they 
went  out  to  search  for  them.  They  first  found  the  Boy's  Hat 
and  then  Mr.  Hoops'  Man's  (named  Arnold  Vigorous)  Gun,  and 
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about  10  Perches  from  thence  Arnold  lying  dead,  being  shot 
thro'  with  Two  Bullets  and  scalped.  Mr.  McCay  Immediately 
dispatched  an  Express  to  Me  to  the  Camp,  about  12  Miles  from 
the  Store.  I  went  down  w,h-  a  Party  of  12  Men  of  Cap'-  Hogg's 
Company,  and  saw  the  Corps  and  got  it  buried,  But  can  find 
Nothing  of  the  Boy,  only  his  Horse  we  have  got.  That  Night, 
being  the  Evening  of  the  3d  Currn'  we  mounted  Guard  at  the 
Store;  About  9  o' Clock  we  were  attacked  by  Indians,  their  Num- 
bers we  cou'd  not  know.  Two  of  our  Centinels  fired  at  Two  of  the 
Indians  which  they  saw,  and  I  myself  pursued  singly  the  said  Two 
Indians,  but  being  dark  amongst  the  Trees  I  cou'd  not  see  them 
nor  overtake  them,  but  heard  them  plainly  about  15  yards  before 
Me.  The  next  Day,  being  the  4  Curr!"  I  returned  to  our  Camp  and 
was  under  a  Necessity  to  call  the  People  together,  and  made  use  of 
all  the  Arguments  I  cou'd  to  induce  them  to  continue  in  the  Service 
until i  we  had  finished;  But  unfortunately  we  had  an  Alarm  Last 
Night,  One  of  the  Centinels  on  the  Picket  Guard  challenged  3  times 
and  fired  His  Musket,  which  has  struck  a  great  Terror  into  the 
Labourers,  30  of  them  are  gone  Home  this  Morning  and  the  re- 
mainder are  very  much  dissatisfied  as  they  have  no  Arms,  and  I  am 
really  ..fraid  we  shall  not  be  able  to  keep  them  much  longer.  How- 
ever, the  Governour  may  depend  upon  my  utmost  Endeavours  to 
carry  on  the  Work,  and  that  I  won't  leave  my  Duty  while  I  have 
Ten  Men  to  work,  or  am  recalled  by  yr*  Honour. 

"We  are  obliged  to  send  off  this  Morning  a  Guard  of  12  Men 
&  a  Serjant  of  Captain  Hogg's  Company  for  a  covering  Party  for 
our  returning  Waggons,  and  to  bring  up  our  Provisions  from  the 
Inhabitants,  as  we  can't  so  much  as  hunt  up  our  Horses  but  with  a 
Guar  1.  Our  Roads  are  all  Waylaid  in  order  to  cut  off  our  Provi- 
sions and  any  stragling  Men  they  can.  Mr.  William  Smith  is  like- 
wise under  a  Necessity  to  go  home  this  Morning,  as  the  Boy  that  is 
taker  Prisoner  (as  we  suppose)  is  his  Brother-in-Law.  We  have 
now  about  3  Day's  Provisions. 

"  Please  to  excuse  unconnections. 

"  I  am,  respectfully  Your  Honour's  most  obd'*  h'ble  Servant, 

"JAMES  BLTvD 
"To  the  Honble.  Governor  Morris." 


A  Letter  from  Mr.  Weiser  of  the  9th  Instant. 
"Honoured  Sir: 

"According  to  your  Order  I  came  to  this  Place  last  Monday  and 
found  the  Indians  waiting  for  Me.  Yesterday  I  distributed  about 
200  Bushels  of  Meal  among  them,  after  that  was  over  they  enquired 
how  Things  stood  as  to  the  War.     I  told  them  what  had  happened 
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to  some  of  the  Back  Inhabitants,  and  that  the  French  Indians  were 
like  to  do  a  great  deal  of  Mischief,  &ca'  They  seemed  to  be  very  much 
concerned.  There  were  about  30  of  them,  out  of  which  Number  9 
offered  themselves  to  go  with  'Me  or  my  Son  Sammy  to  Wills'  Creek 
and  serve  as  outscouts  against  the  French  and  their  Indians,  and  to 
protect  the  poor  People  settled  about  them  parts;  and  it  was  agreed 
that  they  shou'd  meet  me  or  my  Son  at  this  Place  in  Ten  Days  hence, 
And  that  in  the  mean  Time  I  was  to  obtain  your  Honour's  Leave, 
and  a  proper  Pass.  This  Morn*  Captain  Glassier,  Express  from  the 
East,  arrived  at  this  Place  with  the  agreeable  News  of  the  Defeat  of 
the  French  at  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  taking  of  the  French  Men  of 
War  by  Admiral  Boscawen;  I  read  and  explain'd  the  printed  Paper 
to  the  Indians,  and  they  expressed  a  good  deal  of  Satisfaction  & 
pleasure  with  the  News.  Capt-  Glassier  gave  me  to  understand  that 
He  shou'd  be  very  glad  if  some  of  these  Indians  wou'd  accompany 
him  to  the  English  Camp  with  the  Dispatches  He  had  for  the  Gen- 
eral, in  this  dangerous  Time.  I  proposed  it  to  the  Indians,  they  ap- 
proved of  the  thing;  But  having  Intelligence  of  your  Honour's 
coming  up,  and  that  you  wou'd  be  in  Lancaster  this  Day,  they 
wou'd  hear  and  receive  your  Approbation;  and  have  accordingly 
desired  me  to  stay  with  them  at  this  Place  till  your  Honour's  arri- 
val, which  I  have  promised  to  do,  and  have  sent  the  Bearer  here  of 
Express  to  let  your  Honour  know  of  this,  and  to  receive  further 
order. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  very  Obed*'  h'ble  Servn 

"  CONRAD  WEISER. 
"  John  Harris'  Ferry,  July  the  9th,  1755,  At  11  o'clock. 
"  To  The  Hon'ble  Govr-  Morris/' 

"  P.  S. — Cap'*  Glassier  is  in  a  great  Hurry,  and  if  it  is  not  con- 
venient for  yr-  Honour  to  be  up  here  in  such  Time  as  is  expected, 
let  your  Order  and  Passport  for  this  End  come. 


A  Letter  from  Mr.  Darfl  Claus,  of  the  10th  Inst,  directed  to  the 

Secretary  : 

"  Canajoharre,  July  the  10th,  1755, 
"Hond.  Sir: 

"I  hope  Jamey  Kelly  delivered  the  Letter  I  sent  by  him  to  yr* 
Honour  when  he  left  this.  A  few  Days  after  I  went  down  to  Gen- 
eral Johnston's  to  be  present  at  the  Congress  of  the  different  Na- 
tions of  Indians,  which  indeed  was  the  greatest  Convention  that 
ever  was  known.  The  7  united  Nations  with  the  Onehaghguagy 
Indians,  Some  of  the  Diahoga,  and  a  Party  of  Missisagas,  made  out 
a  Number  of  almost  1,100;  Many  of  the  Sachems  of  the  Nations 
came  down  that  this  many  years  past  refused  to  meet  the  English 
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Governors  at  Albany.  Two  speeches  were  prepared  for  them,  the 
Contents  of  which  I  will  undertake  to  give  your  Honour  a  brief 
Detail  of,  and  as  I  have  not  the  English  Original  I  must  make  it 
out  (as  near  as  I  can)  of  my  Indian  Translations  :  The  first  Speech 
was  an  Introduction  to  the  Treaty,  and  contained  the  Journey  of 
General  Johnson  wth'  the  different  Governors  to  General  Braddock; 
His  being  appointed  to  the  sole  Management  of  their  Affairs;  And 
what  Troops  and  Armaments  the  King  their  Father  had  sent  to 
these  Parts  in  Order  to  recover  their  Hunting  Grounds  again,  which 
the  French  their  antient  Enemies  had  taken  from  them  without 
their  Consent;  Then  the  Tree  of  Shelter  and  Friendship  for  all  the 
United  Nations,  their  Allies  and  Dependants,  was  raised,  to  come 
and  seek  their  Protection  under  its  Shadow.  The  Council  Fire 
was  lighted  with  such  Wood  as  never  wou'd  burn  out,  and  the  Em- 
bers removed  from  Albany  and  brought  to  Mount  Johnson  to  burn 
there  forever;  a  Continual  Unity,  Concord,  and  Brotherly  Friend- 
ship, was  recommended  to  all  the  united  Nations,  &ca-  To  all  these 
Propositions  they  answered  very  thankfully,  and  showed  a  great 
Joy  to  have  General  Johnson  for  the  Management  of  their  affairs. 
"  The  second  and  Chief  Speech  contained  the  following  Belts  : 
"Belt  1st.  A  General  Rehearsal  of  the  first  acquaintance  with 
the  English  and  the  Six  Nations,  and  how  the  Chain  of  Friendship 
took  its  Original,  now  almost  an  Hundred  Years  ago.  At  the  same 
time  they  were  reminded  of  the  inveterate  Enmities,  Cruelties, 
Treacheries,  and  Deceits  of  the  ffrench  comitted  among  their  People, 
and  how  their  fforefathers,  seeing  themselves  near  such  a  dangerous 
Enemy,  gave  all  their  Lands  under  the  Protection  of  the  King  of 
England  their  Father  by  a  Deed  signed  by  all  the  Sachems  then 
living. 

"  Belt  2d.  They  were  exhorted  sincerely  to  consider  and  to  ask 
themselves  in  their  Hearts  who  had  been  and  who  were  yet  their 
truest  Brethren,  the  English  or  the  French  ?  which  to  consider  they 
cou'd  not  be  one  Moment  in  doubt  if  they  were  the  true  Posterity 
of  them  honest  People  their  Forefathers,  And  as  long  as  they  wou'd 
confess  themselves  to  be  sujsh  they  might  be  sure  of  the  everlasting 
Brotherhood  and  Amity  of  the  English;  wherefore  they  ought  to 
take  this  well  to  Heart  and  make  an  Open  Confession  of  it  to  every 
Body. 

"Belt  3d,  of  Union.  They  were  admonished  not  to  listen  to  any 
Reports  the  ffrench  might  Disperse  among  them ;  they  were  com- 
monly false  and  only  intended  to  make  them  Enemies  with  the  Eng- 
lish. It  had  always  been  their  only  Maxim  to  have  the  upper  Hand 
in  these  Parts,  wherein  if  they  once  obtain'd  their  End  they  the  5 
Nations  wou'd  soon  discover  their  Ruin,  which  at  present  the  French 
kept  hid  in  their  Heart,  as  everything  they  make  them  believe  came 
only  from  their  Lips.  .  Gen1-  Johnson  then  by  taking  the  Almighty 
to  his  Witness  that  neither  He  nor  any  of  their  Brethren  the  Eng- 
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lish  had  any  ill  Design  against  them  the  Six  Nations,  &  promis'd 
that  if  they  wou'd  be  as  true  Brethren  to  the  English  as  their  Fore- 
fathers had  been  neither  wou'd  any  more  keep  any  underhand 
Treaties  with  the  French  to  the  Detriment  of  the  English.  He  was 
now  ready  with  this  Belt  of  Wampum  to  renew  and  make  more 
strong  and  bright  than  ever  the  Chain  of  Friendship  with  all  the 
English  upon  this  Continent  and  them  the  united  Nations,  their 
Allies,  and  Dependants. 

"  War  Belt  4.  They  shou'd  not  imagine  that  the  English  were 
afraid  of  the  French  or  any  of  their  Enemies,  no  !  But  these  En- 
gagements were  only  made  to  them  because  their  Father  the  King 
had  such  a  Regard  for  them  in  remembering  their  honest  Forefa- 
thers ;  he  was  able  and  willing  to  defend  them  from  the  Enmities 
of  the  French,  and  fully  resolv'd  to  drive  the  French  to  Canada, 
their  own  Country,  ffor  which  Reason  all  these  Preparations  were 
made  among  the  English.  If  they,  therefore,  wou'd  shew  that 
Respect  and  Love  to  him  their  Brother  which  they  always  professed, 
and  Who  never  deceived  them  yet  in  any  thing,  They  shou'd  listen 
to  His  Proposal  as  it  was  intended  for  their  own  Interest,  which  was 
that  he  wou'd  hereby  desire  them  to  assist  their  Brethren  the  Eng- 
lish at  this  present  Occasion,  and  not  to  break  the  Chain  of  Friend- 
ship subsisting  so  many  Years  between  them  and  the  English  Nor 
listen  to  ffrench  Boastings  and  Lies.  It  was  true  the  English  had 
been  long  asleep,  but  now  they  were  thoroughly  awaken'd.  They 
were  slow  to  Spil  Blood,  But  when  they  once  begun  to  rise  they 
were  like  a  furious  Wolf,  and  wou'cl  drive  the  ffrench  Men  afore 
them  like  Deer;  wherefore  they  ought  previously  to  consider  how  to 
act.     It  was  tending  to  their  future  Happiness  and  Welfare. 

"N.  B. — Here  a  Speech  was  inserted  wch-  Skaronyade  sent  from 
Awkwick,  wrote  by  George  Croghan,  wherein  he  paid  the  Complim'- 
to  G-en1'  Johnson  of  his  having  the  sole  Management  of  their  Affairs, 
And  that  He  with  his  People  was  upon  the  March  to  join  Gen1, 
Braddock,  under  the  Command  of  Mr.  Croghan ;  Also  that  a  great 
Number  of  the  Western  Indians  were  daily  expected  to  join  the 
Army,  &ca- 

"All  this  was  clearly  explained  to  them,  and  this  Reflection 
made,  '  that  if  they  alone  after  all  these  Admonitions  were  to  shew 
themselves  cool  and  inactive  on  this  Occasion  and  not  join  their 
Brethren  the  English,  every  Body  wou'd  doubt  the  good  Character 
they  ever  sustain'd,  and  they  openly  must  be  charg'd  with  breaking 
the  Chain  on  their  Side/ 

"  Gen1-  Johnson  then  continued  and  sayd,  That  he  was  in  a  short 
Time  going  out  against  the  ffrench  with  a  great  Body  of  Men  given 
under  his  Command,  taking  along  with  him  Great  Guns  and  other 
Warlike  Implements,  intending  to  drive  the  French  from  the 
Encroachments  on  their  Hunting  Grounds  in.  this  Province.  If, 
therefore,  they  had  yet  any  Esteem  for  the  King  of  England  their 
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Father,  and  also  were  true  Brethren  to  him,  and  at  the  same 
time  wou'd  consider  their  own  Interest,  They  should  take  up  the 
Hatchet,  go  along  with  him,  and  assist  their  Brethren  against  their 
Enemies  the  ffrench.  Gen1  Johnson  added  and  sayd:  Brethren, 
I  know  the  Caghnawagies  are  your  Flesh  and  Blood,  and  have  lately 
declared  themselves  our  Brethren  also.  To  shew  you,  therefore, 
what  Regard  I  have  for  them,  and  how  I  have  their  Safety  at 
Heart,  if  they  will  hear  me  (at  the  same  time  I  expect  your  Advice), 
I  am  going  to  send  a  Message  to  them,  whereby  I  will  take  them 
by  the  Hand  and  lead  them  aside,  that  their  Blood  may  not  be 
shed. 

"He  proceeded  and  sayd,  That  as  many  as  wou'd  join  him  he 
wou'd  treat  like  Brethren,  also  take  Care  of  their  Families  in  their 
Absence,  And  they  might  already  see  the  King  their  Father's 
Care  in  sending  so  many  Troops  to  Oswego  to  defend  them  from 
the  Attacks  of  the  French.  After  all  this  if  they  yet  wou'd  be 
insensible  of  his  sincere  Promises,  and  like  blind  Men  wou'd  not 
see  their  own  Interest,  He  was  fully  determined  to  drop  the  Man- 
agement of  their  Affairs  and  leave  this  Country. 

"  Sir  William  threw  down  the  Belt  of  Wampum. 

"  After  this  a  Speech  of  GenK  Braddock's  was  delivered  to  them 
written  upon  Parchment,  with  the  General's  Seal  fixed  to  it,  and 
directed  to  the  Chief  Men  and  Warriors  of  the  6  Nations,  And 
runs  thus : 

"  Belt  1st.  That  the  King  their  Father  was  firmly  resolved  to 
punish  the  French  with  the  utmost  Severity  for  invading  their 
hunting  Grounds  in  so  unjust  a  Manner;  Also,  That  He  did  intend 
to  punish  those  Indians  who  dared  to  take  up  the  Hatchet  against 
the  English  and  join  the  French.  As  the  King  of  England  knew 
well  the  French  were  too  treacherous  to  be  confided  in  and  too 
weak  to  support  their  Indians,  Wherefore  He  was  sent  with  a  great 
Body  of  Men,  and  also  all  Sorts  of  Warlike  Instruments,  to  recover 
the  Lands  the  French  had  taken  from  them  the  Six  Nations,  And 
to  drive  them  from  their  Hunting  Grounds;  And  that  as  they  knew 
what  Friendship  and  Love  ever  subsisted  between  them  &  the  Eng- 
glish,  and  how  often  the  French  had  tried  to  break  that  Friendship, 
he  now  was  resolved  to  renew  and  brighten  the  Silver  Chain  of 
Friendship  in  such  a  Manner  that  its  Lustre  might  endure  as  long 
as  the  Sun  and  Moon  shall  give  Light. 

"  Belt  2d.  That  the  Amity  and  Friendship  now  proposed  shou'd 
last  as  long  as  Mountains  remain  and  Rivers  run. 

"  War  Belt  3d.  This  Discourse  was  directed  to  the  Head  Men  & 
fighters  of  the  6  Nations,  and  they  were  desired  to  remember  and 
take  Notice  of  what  he  was  going  to  say.  That  he  expected  they 
wou'd  immediately  take  up  the  Hatchet  against  the  French  ;u*l 
those  Indians  that  shou'd  join  them,  and  Assist  their  Brethren  the 
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English  as  their  Forefathers  had  done,  which  wou'd  please  the 
King  their  Father  whenever  it  shou'd  come  to  his  Ears,  And  they 
might  be  assured  he  wou'd  soon  enough  he  inform'd  of  their  Be- 
haviour ;  And  that  He  for  his  Part  promised  that  as  long  as  he 
continued  in  these  Parts  they  might  be  assured  of  his  Protection, 
Wherefore  he  expected  they  wou'd  have  a  good  Will  towards  him; 
And  as  he  was  thoroly  inform'd  of  their  Character  He  hoped  they 
wou'cl  not  consider  long  but  imediately  join  their  old  Friends  the 
English  in  defeating  their  Enemies. 
"  Belt  given. 

"  The  Chiefs  Answers  upon  these  Speeches  will  be  seen  in  the 
following  made  to  them  : 

"  '  Brethren : 

"  'Beltl.  Yesterday  You  engaged  to  assist  us  in  this  present 
Difference  with  our  Enemies  the  French.  You  have  acted  like 
Dutiful  Children  to  the  King  your  Father;  also,  you  do  like  your 
Forefathers  have  done.  I  hope  you  will  stand  firm  to  yr-  Engage- 
ments, otherwise  you  will  be  detested  by  all  the  World. 

"  *  Belt  2d.  I  expect  you  will  acquaint  your  Friends  and  Allies 
wherever  they  be  of  this  Your  Engagement,  and  desire  them  to  do 
as  you  have  done. 

Ui3.  As  You  requested  to  go  home  and  settle  your  Families, 
afore  you  go  out  I  won't  be  against  it ;  at  the  same  Time  I  desire 
Some  of  you  will  immediately  go  to  Ohio  and  join  your  Brethren 
there  with  General  Braddock.  Also,  some  of  You  will  join  Gene- 
ral Shirley,  who  is  going  to  Niagara  in  order  to  intercept  the  Freneh 
from  going  to  Ohio  or  carrying  any  Provisions  there,  and  to  open 
the  Boad  for  the  southern  Indians  that  they  may  come  and  trade  at 
Oswego.  I  myself  shall  be  ready  in  a  short  Time  to  go  to  Crown 
Point ;  I  therefore  desire  that  a  Party  of  every  Nation  will  follow 
Me ;  and  in  Case  I  shall  want  more  afterwards  I  expect  them  that 
stay  at  home  may  be  ready  at  a  Call/ 

"  Whereupon  they  answered  *  That  as  to  Ohio  there  was  some  of 
their  People  gone  already  to  join  Skaronyade,  And  at  Niagara  there 
wou'd  be  a  sufficient  Number  to  join  General  Shirley,  as  the  Place 
was  near  their  Habitations.  And  as  for  him  there  wou'd  be  Time 
enough,  as  he  was  a  heavy  Body  that  cou'd  move  but  slow  (mean- 
ing the  Army)  ;  and  he  might  be  assured  that  all  the  rest  of 
their  People  wou'd  lean  where  the  Tree  lean'd  (meaning  General 
Johnson)/ 

"  Then  they  desired  a  Letter  might  be  wrote  to  the  Skaniada- 
radighronos,  Who  engaged  them  to  send  300  of  their  Men  at  the 
first  Call,  wch-  was  promised  to  them. 

"  They  concluded  the  Treaty  with  the  following  Complaints : 

"  *  1st.  That  no  Rum  shou'd  be  brought  in  their  Towns  as  it  was 
their  total  Destruction. 
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" '  2d.  That  no  Land  shou'd  be  desired  to  be  bought  of  them 
any  more/ 

"N.  B. — It  happen'd  Lidyus  was  present,  who  is  to  go  with  Gen- 
eral Shirley  to  comand  the  Indians  he  is  to  take  with  him,  but  there 
was  inclining  to  go  under  Lidyus. 

"  The  3d  Complaint  the  Speaker  begun  as  follows : 

"  '  That  Gen1,  Johnson  promis'd  them  in  his  introductory  Speech 
that  the  Room  where  the  Council  Fire  was  kindled  shou'd  be  kept 
free  from  any  venomous  or  base  Creatures ;  But  they  must  see  that 
one  crept  in  Notwithstanding,  which  was  Lidyus  (naming  him),  who 
like  an  evil  Spirit  intended  to  Steal  their  Lands  at  the  Sasquehan- 
nah  by  an  unfair  and  Cheating  manner,  pulling  their  people  slyly 
by  the  Blanket,  and  by  the  Witchcraft  of  Dollars  got  one  Nation 
after  the  other  to  sign  a  Paper  which  several  of  them  hardly  knew 
what  it  was  for;  and  as  they  never  intended  to  sell  that  Land,  nor 
cou'd  it  be  done  without  a  full  Meeting  of  the  United  Nations,  they, 
therefore,  must  break  that  unlawfull  Deed  and  recall  their  Land.' 

"The  Governm*-  of  Pennsylvania  bought  a  large  Tract  of  Land 
of  them  last  Year  and  paid  the  half  of  the  Consideration  Money. 
They  also  hereby  wou'd  recall  so  much  as  is  unpaid  yet.  This  is 
in  the  Consequence  of  a  Message  sent  among  them  by  the  French 
last  Fall, — That  they  should  recall  that  Land  Onas  bought  of  them 
near  Ohio. 

u  But  they  were  answered, 

"  That  as  to  Bum  none  shou'd  be  brought  in  their  Towns. 

"  The  buing  of  Land  shou'd  be  brought  to  another  Footing,  and 
none  be  desired  to  be  brought  without  their  ffree  Consent. 

u  As  for  Lidyus,  he  was  not  called  to  the  Meeting  But  came  of 
his  own  accord,  and  as  it  was  not  to  be  doubted  he  dealt  with  them 
according  to  their  Complaint.  They  might  depend  upon  it  That  he 
wou'd  represent  the  affair  in  its  proper  Light  at  home,  and  he  did 
not  doubt  but  they  wou'd  be  redressed  in  their  Grievances. 

"  But  as  for  the  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania  having  bought 
that  Land  last  Year,  He  was  satisfied  It  was  done  in  a  solemn  and 
public  Manner,  and  as  they  desired  Justice  to  be  do  ie  to  them  he 
expected  the  same  from  them,  and  therefore  wou'd  advise  them  to 
take  the  other  half  of  the  Money  and  resign  the  Land  according  to 
the  Deed  they  signed.  To  which  they  consented  and  cried  out 
("etJio  nvjawau") — It  shall  be  so. 

"  Thus  have  I  bravissimo  given  your  Honour  a  general  Detail  of 
what  was  transacted  with  the  United  Nations.  I  don't  doubt  but 
if  you  ask  Mr.  Wraxall  for  a  true  Copy  of  the  Whole,  when  his 
busy  Time  is  over  he  will  send  it.  It  wou'd  make  my  Epistle  too 
long  if  I  was  to  give  you  an  account  of  every  inconsequential 
Thing. 
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"  People  were  scalp'd  below  Albany,  and  we  bad  twice  alarms  of 
tbe  French  Indians.  Some  of  the  6  Nations  went  after  them  but 
did  not  discover  them. 

"  After  the  Presents  were  given  and  all  the  Indians  were  gone, 
the  Greneral  went  to  Albany  in  order  to  Dispatch  a  Party  of  his 
Troops  to  march  towards  Crown  Point.  He  told  me  that  the 
Canaje"  Indians  desired  him  to  send  me  to  their  Castle  again  in  or- 
der to  receive  his  News  and  Orders,  that  I  might  bring  them  down 
when  wanted,  and  at  the  same  Time  acquaint  him  of  every  thing  of 
Consequence.  After  my  Return  here  I  was  told  that  an  Onondago 
Indian  was  killed  by  two  Oneido's  who  live  at  Oswegatsy,  being 
sent  by  the  Priest  to  hear  what  was  going  on  at  the  Treaty,  And 
the  Onondago  accusing  them  of  their  being  Spies,  and  both  Parties 
being  something  in  Liquor,  they  struck  him  and  murdered  him 
miserably. 

"  All  the  ffrench  Indians  except  the  Cayknawagies  are  out  a  scalp- 
ing, and  a  great  Party  of  them  in  the  County  of  Albany.  They've 
committed  already  several  Murders.  General  Johnson  sent  out  a 
Party  of  white  People  which  killed  an  Anakunko  Indian  and 
scalped  him. 

"  There  is  now  about  1,000  Men  at  Oswego,  and  the  Rowe  Gaily 
and  Sloop  finish' d.  There  was  a  Report  that  3  French  Sail  and  a 
Camp  was  discovered  by  the  Rowe  Gaily  on  Oswego  Shore  opposite 
Cataraghque. 

"  A  great  many  Stores  and  Armaments  are  going  up  this  River 
to  Oswego,  and  General  Shirley  is  prepaiing  in  Schenectady  to  set 
off  with  the  rest  of  his  Army. 

"  I  wish  to  God  the  Report  was  true  we  had  from  Ohio  that  Genu 
Braddock  took  the  ffrench  Forts  with  the  Loss  of  only  500  Men,  and 
the  French  lost  double  the  Number.  If  once  this  will  be  the  Case 
all  the  Indians  will  flock  over  to  the  English,  and  the  rest  of  the 
Expeditions  won't  want  of  Success.  As  to  Niagara,  the  Indians 
think  it  no  Difficulty  at  all  about  its  being  taken;  But  Crown  Point 
they  say  was  the  strongest  Fort  in  Canada. 

"  My  Commission  is  not  given  to  me  yet,  but  I  am  told  I  shall 
get  it  when  I  bring  the  Indians  down. 

"  In  my  Letter  by  Skaronyade  I  mention'd  to  your  Honour  about 
some  Cloaths  he  and  his  Company  had  out  of  Gen1,  Johnson's  store, 
they  being  quite  naked,  And  I  don't  doubt  but  they  will  have  ac- 
quainted You  of  it,  and  this  Debt  being  charg'd  to  me  I  shou'd  be 
glad  you  wou'd  write  to  Mr.  Stevenson  to  ballance  the  same.  It 
amounts  to  £4  13.  I  also  enclose  a  Receipt  of  John  Davison  for  a 
Shirt  and  Cash  lent  to  him. 

"Hendrick  gives  his  hearty  Salutation  to  the  Governor  and  your 
Honour,  and  lets  you  know  that  he  himself  is  a-going  to  Crown 
Point.     He  thinks  the  upper  Nations  are  in  good  Humour  at  present 
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with  tlie  English,  tho'  the  Certainty  of  it  will  be  seen  when  they 
send  their  Fighters  down.  He  advises  your  Honour  to  see  the 
half  of  the  Ohio  Consideration  Money  paid  as  soon  as  possible,  as 
there  may  be  Enemies  to  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  who  may 
breed  Mischief  among  the  upper  Nations.  He  says  They  were  re- 
solv'd  to  have  that  false  Deed  from  Lidyus,  and  wou'd  have  had  it 
now  if  he  had  been  at  home. 

u  Before  I  set  off  for  Crown  Point  shall  let  your  Honour  hear 
from  Me  again,  which  will  be  in  abt-  a  fortnight  hence.  In  the  In- 
terim I  am,  with  my  humble  Respects  to  the  Governour, 

"  Honoured  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

«DANL.  CLAUS. 
"  To  Richard  Peters,  Esq1-*,  Secretary  for  the  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

"  P.  S. — I  was  just  closing  up  my  Letter  when  a  Cayougo  Indian 
came  down  here  with  a  Letter  to  General  Shirley  from  Cap1,  Brad- 
street  to  hurry  the  Troops  up,  as  they  were  apprehensive  of  an 
Attack  at  Oswego  from  an  Army  gather'd  at  Oswegatsy.  The 
Indian  in  his  discourse  say'd,  That  the  Priest  told  some  of  the  upper 
Nations  that  he  expected  the  English  early  in  the  Spring,  and  had 
been  ready  for  them,  but  now  they  came  drawling  on  like  Turtles, 
so  that  at  last  he  fell  asleep,  And  in  Case  they  was  to  disturb  him 
in  his  Sleep  He  cou'd  in  the  twinkling  of  an  Eye  flye  away.  At 
the  same  time  he  warned  the  upper  Nations  not  to  mix  with  the 
Flies  for  fear  he  might  crush  them  to  Death  unknown. 

u  The  Indians  here  observed  it  was  true  enough  that  the  English 
had  fallen  asleep  in  their  Undertakings  and  Expeditions.^ 


A  Letter  from  His  Excellency  Gen1  Brad  dock  to  GovT-  Morris  of 
the  30th  of  June  from  the  Camp  at  the  last  Crossing  of  the 
Yaugyaughani. 

"Sir: 

"  As  I  shall  very  soon  be  in  want  of  Supplies  from  yr-  Province, 
I  must  beg  you  wou'd  order  all  possible  Dispatch  to  be  made  use  of 
in  finishing  the  new  Road  as  far  as  the  Crow  Foot  of  the  Yaugh- 
yaughani,  and  immediately  afterwards  send  forward  to  me  such 
Articles  of  Provision  as  shall  be  in  your  Power. 

"  Some  of  the  Inhabitants  near  Fort  Cumberland  having  boon 
killed  and  taken  Prisoners  by  straggling  Parties  of  Indians,  tho 
People  in  those  Parts  have  been  deterred  from  coming  to  the  Camp. 
My  Chief  Depcndance  must  therefore  be  upon  your  Province,  where 
the  Road  will  be  secure  from  Insults  or  Attacks  of  that  kind. 
And  lest  it  shou'd  not  be  in  my  Power  to  send  a  sufficient  Number 
of  Waggons  or  Horses  to  bring  up  from  the  Magazine  at  McDowell's 
Mill  the  Provision  I  may  have  Occasion  for,  I  must  desire  You  to 
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direct  Mr.  Swaine  or  some  proper  Person  to  have  in  View  such  a 
Number  of  'em  as  may  answer  that  Purpose,  which  shall  be  con- 
ducted to  the  Camp  under  a  proper  Escort.  But  I  wou'd  not  have 
any  Contract  or  positive  Agreement  made  till  further  Orders,  as  I 
am  in  hopes  this  Measure  may  not  be  necessary  and  the  Expence 
consequently  avoided. 

"  I  hope  soon  to  have  an  Express  from  You  with  an  exact  Account 
of  the  Place  fix'd  upon  for  the  Communication  between  the  Two 
Roads,  And  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  most  h'ble  and  most  obedf-  Servt- 

"E.  BRADDOCK. 
"  To  the  Honble.  Govr-  Morris. 

"  Camp  at  last  Crossing  of  the  Yaugyaughani,  June  ye  30th; 
1755." 


Governor  Morris  Answer  to  Gen' I  Braddoctis  Letter  of  the  30th 

\Tune : 

"  Carlisle,  July  the  14th,  1755. 

"  Sir : 

"  I  have  this  Minute  the  favour  of  Yours  of  the  30th  of  last 
Month  from  ye  last  Crossing  of  ye  Yohiogany,  upon  wch*  I  congra- 
tulate You,  and  hope  this  will  find  you  in  Possession  of  Fort  Du 
Quesne.  The  opening  the  Road  has  been  somewhat  interrupted  by 
some  Indians  who  have  killed  some  of  the  Waggoners  and  People 
employed  in  carrying  them  Provisions,  wcb-  has  greatly  alarmed 
this  part  of  the  Province  j  and  Mr.  Burd  writes  me  from  Allegany 
Mountain  that  30  of  his  Men  had  left  him  for  want  of  Arms.  As 
soon  as  possible  after  the  People  that  escaped  the  Indians  returned 
another  number  of  Cattle  were  procured,  And  with  a  proper  quan- 
tity of  Flower  were  sent  under  the  Protection  of  64  Volunteer^ 
who  I  imagine  will  meet  the  30  Men  in  their  Way  Home  and 
carry  them  back  to  their  work.  As  soon  as  I  am  informed  that 
the  new  Road  is  nigh  joining  your  Rout,  which,  as  I  have  wrote, 
I  imagine  will  be  about  the  Great  Crossing,  I  shall  send  forward 
a  Parcel  of  Oxen,  some  Pork,  and  some  Flower,  as  much  of  the 
Two  last  Articles  as  I  can  procure  Waggons  to  carry;  and  propose 
staying  in  this  Part  of  the  Province  where  I  came  to  forward  &  se- 
cure ye  Magazine  till  that  be  done.  The  Letter  herewith  I  wrote 
at  Philad1"'  but  the  Bearer  has  been  detained  a  long  Time  on  the 
Road  on  Account  of  the  Murders  committed  by  ye  Indians,  &  in 
hopes  of  an  Escort  from  me,  but  for  want  of  a  Militia  it  is  not  in 
my  Power,  so  he  goes  round  by  Winchester,  and  may  be  some  time 
before  he  reaches  You  with  the  good  News  he  is  chgd.  with. 

"I  am,  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obedient  &  most  h'ble  Serv'' 

"  ROBT*  H.  MORRIS. 

u  To  his  Excellency  General  Braddock." 
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A  Letter  from  Governor  Sharpe  to  Governor  Morris  of  ye  15th 
Ins'-'  enclosing  Colon1-  Innis'  Intelligence  of  General  Braddock's 
Defeat,  which  was  the  first  Acco1,  receiv'd  at  Philadelphia  5  min- 
utes past  3  o'clock  on  Friday  the  10th  Instant,  P.  M : 

"Annapolis,  July  15th?  1755. 
M  Sir : 

The  enclos'd  was  just  now  sent  me  from  Marlbro',  whither  it 
was  brought  from  Belhaven  Yesterday.  I  have  not  receiv'd  any 
Letters  from  the  General  or  the  Camp  since  the  22nd  of  June; 
but  one  Mr. who  belongs  to  the  Train,  in  a  Letter  to  a  Gen- 
tleman of  this  Town,  dated  near  the  Great  Meadows  the  1st  of 
this  Month,  says,  "  On  the  9th  of  last  Month  the  whole  Army  ex- 
cept 600  men  wtb>  Sir  John  St#  Clair,  who  march'd  two  days  before, 
went  from  Wills'  Creek,  and  with  infinite  Difficulty  thro'  the  worst 
Roads  in  the  World,  arrived  Ten  Days  afterwards  at  the  little 
Meadows  where  an  Abatic  was  made  by  Sir  John  and  Two  Engi- 
neers, encircling  the  whole  Camp,  here  the  whole  halted  three 
Days,  then  the  Barron'*  with  his  Party  moved  forward  the  Second 
Day  after  the  General  with  four  Howitzers,  four  12  Pounders,  13 
Artillery  Waggons,  besides  Amunition  Carts,  followed  him,  and 
have  kept  inarching  ever  since;  And  this  Evening  it  is  expected 
His  Excellency  will  be  within  25  Miles  of  the  Fort.  Colonel  Dun- 
bar with  the  remainder  of  the  Army,  ffour  Artillery  Officers,  84 
Carriages  with  Ordnance  Stores,  and  all  the  Provision  Waggons 
from  the  Rear,  amongst  whom  I  am.  The  Night  before  last  we 
were  alarmed  ffour  different  Times  by  the  sculking  Indians,  on 
whom  our  out-guards  and  Centries  fired.  'Tis  said  this  Morning 
the  General  has  had  Advice  that  500  Regulars  are  in  full  MaAk 
to  the  Fort,  which  is  the  Reason  he  is  determined  to  be  there  before 
them.  As  we  have  but  very  little  fresh  Provisions  since  we  left 
the  Fort  at  Wills'  Creek,  the  Officers  as  well  as  private  Men  have 
been  and  still  are  extremely  ill  with  the  Flux,  many  have  died. 
To-Morrow  Morning  we  march  again  and  are  to  encamp  on  the 
Western  Side  of  the  Great  Meadows,  ffrom  whence  we  are  to  pro- 
ceed after  the  General,  But  am  fearfull  it  will  not  be  before  wc  have 
built  some  Fortification  there,  and  leave  a  strong  Party  of  Men 
with  a  great  deal  of  Provisions  and  Artillery  Stores,  our  Horses 
being  so  weak  for  want  of  Food  &  Rest  that  it  is  impossible  for 
the  whole  rear  to  join  the  Front  in  five  and  Twenty  days."  The 
Gen,n#  of  this  Province  are  subscribing  liberally  toward  the  Sup- 
port of  Two  or  Three  Hundred  Men.  I  shall  set  off  for  Frederick 
in  two  days.     With  the  greatest  Regard, 

"I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  humble  &  most  obed't  Servant, 

"HOR°-SHARFE. 

"Governor  Morris." 
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A  True  Copy  of  Colon1'  limes'  Letter. 
"Sir: 

"  I  have  this  Moment  receiv'd  the  most  melancholy  News  of  the 
Defeat  of  our  Troops,  The  General  kill'd,  and  Numbers  of  our 
Officers,  our  whole  Artillery  taken.  In  short,  the  Account  I  have 
receiv'd  is  so  very  bad  that  as  please  God  I  intend  to  make  a  Stand 
here,  'tis  highly  necessary  to  raise  the  Militia  every  where  to  defend 
the  Frontiers. 

"  Your  humble  Serv*' 

"JAMES  INNES. 
"  To  all  to  whom  this  may  concern." 

"Fort  Cumberland,  July  11th,  1755. 

"  A  true  Copy  of  Col.  Innes'  Letter, 

"(Signed)  FAIRFAX. 

"  I  have  sent  an  Express  with  the  Original  Letter  to  the  Gov- 
ernor." 

And  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Innes  to  Governor  Sharpe  of  the 
13th  Instant  with  a  Copy  of  the  Colonel's  Letter  to  Governor 
Dinwiddie  of  the  14th  July,  1755,  received  at  Philadelphia  about 
1  o'clock  on  Monday  Noon  the  21st  July,  enclosed  in  a  Letter  from 
Governor  Sharpe  of  the  17th  Inst- 

"Fort  Cumberland,  13th  July,  1755. 

"Sir: 

"  Herewith  I  send  your  Excellency  a  Copy  of  my  Letter  to  Gov1-' 
Dinwiddie,  which  is  the  fullest  Account  I  am  able  to  get.  I  am 
this  Instant  getting  anor.  Person  &  anor.  Horse  to  send  out  to  the 
Army  with  Directions  not  to  return  without  some  Accounts. 

"  Your  Excellency's  most  obedt-  humble  Serv'* 

"JAMES  INNES. 
"  To  the  Honble.  Horatio  Sharpe,  Esqr. 

"  P.  S. — The  Action  is  said  to  be  on  the  8th  Curr'-  and  within  4 
Miles  of  the  French  Fort." 


"  Fort  Cumberland,  14th  July,  1755. 
"Honoured  8r>: 

"  My  Letter  of  the  18th  June  bro'-  you  the  defenceless  Situation 
that  I  was  left  in  here,  Notwithstanding  in  all  this  Time  I  have  not 
seen  the  face  of  one  single  Person  come  here  as  Militia  from  either 
Virg*-  or  Maryland  either  to  strengthen  the  Defence  of  the  Place 
or  to  be  ready  as  Escorts  for  sending  out  with  Provisions.     De- 
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pending  upon  some  Succours  I  have  from  time  to  Time  detach' d 
Party  after  Party  to  the  Army,  so  that  I  now  have  very  few  real 
healthy  Men  to  do  the  Duty. 

"  This  dismal  News  brought  down  here  on  the  11th  Curr*'  Friday 
at  Noon,  oblig'd  me  to  send  it  as  it  came  to  my  Ears  from  Wag- 
goners &  such  People. 

"  I  was  surprized  not  to  have  some  Mess8-  sent  me  from  the  Army 
with  Accounts  that  I  might  depend  on,  which  obliged  me  to  send  a 
Boy  on  purpose  next  Day,  and  gave  him  one  of  the  best  and  freshest 
Horsey  I  had  here ;  and  this  Moment  he  is  return'd  with  much  the 
same  Accounts.  His  Horse  giving  out  he  cod-  proceed  no  further 
than  the  little  Meadows,  25  Miles  from  this.  All  the  Accounts  I 
get  from  him  is  related  by  the  Waggoners,  and  much  to  the  same 
Purport  as  at  first;  That  the  General  and  several  Officers  are  killed, 
and  half  of  our  Soldiers  with  most  of  the  Artillery  taken  by  the 
Indiana ;  But  not  in  this  Time  having  any  Accounts  from  the  Army 
gives  me  Hopes  things  cannot  be  so  very  bad  with  Us. 

"  However,  I  think  it  is  highly  requisite  and  full  Time  that  the 
Malitia  in  the  Neighbouring  Provinces  shou'd  be  immediately  drafted 
and  seat  out  to  their  Assistance;  Horses  and  Waggons  will  be  ab- 
solutely needful.  3,000  or  4,000  Men  will  absolutely  carry  Victory 
before  us,  when  5  Times  their  Number  in  a  little  Time  hence  will 
not  do.  All  which  I  most  humbly  submit.  You  may  depend  as 
soon  as  I  receive  any  Accounts  I  shall  forward  them ;  You  may 
likewise  depend,  please  God  I  live,  I  will  do  my  best  to  maintain 
this  Post. 

"  I  am  Your  Honour's  most  obed'*  h'ble  Serv*" 

"JAMES  INNES. 
"  To  the  Honble.  Gov1"-  Dinwiddie." 


MEMORANDUM. 

On  the  16th  Instant  the  Governor  issued  his  Writs  for  the  Sheriffs 
of  the  several  Counties  to  summon  their  respective  Members  to  meet 
his  Honour  in  General  Assembly  at  Philadelphia  on  Wednesday  the 
2Sd  of  this  Iust-  July. 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia  on  Wednesday  the  23d  July, 
1755. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honble.  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieuten- 
ant Governor. 

John  Penn,  Richard  Peters,        ~\ 

Joseph  Turner,  Lynford  Lardner,       I  Esquires. 

Robert  Strettell,  ) 

This  being  the  Day  on  which  the  Assembly  was  required  to  meet 
by  the  Governor's  Summons,  the  Matters  proper  to  be  mention'd  to 
them  were  taken  into  Consideration,  and  for  the  Information  of  the 
Council  the  Governor  laid  before  them  the  Intelligences  receiv'd  by 
the  Secretary  in  his  Absence  and  such  as  he  had  received  himself 
concerning  the  Defeat  of  General  Braddock ;  observing  that  all  such 
as  were  Favourers  of  the  Schemes  of  the  Assembly  wou'd  not  give 
the  least  Credit  to  the  Papers,  and  had  even  insulted  him  after 
reading  them  as  Pie  walk'd  the  Public  Streets,  for  giving  out  that 
General  Braddock  was  defeated. 

Then  the  following  Papers  were  read  in  these  Words,  to  wit : 

A  Letter  received  at  Carlisle  on  Tuesday  the  16th  Instant  from 
Captain  Glazier,  who  was  charg'd  with  the  Dispatches  to  Gen1*  Brad- 
dock, giving  him  an  Account  of  the  taking  the  French  Forts  at 
Chignecto  and  Bay  Verte  by  the  New  England  Forces  under  the 
Command  of  Colonel  Monckton,  and  of  Two  French  Ships  of  the 
Line  taken  by  Adm1-  Boscawen. 

"Sir: 

"  There  are  three  Men  belonging  to  the  Waggons  who  have 
made  their  Escape  from  Camp,  who  say  that  there  hath  been  an 
Engagement  last  Wednesday  between  the  General  with  an  advance 
Party  of  Fifteen  Hundred  Men,  within  5  Miles  of  Fort  Du  Quesne, 
in  which  General  Braddock  was  killed  and  the  Party  defeated  * 
And  that  they  saw  Sr'  John  Sinclair  brought  back  by  a  Party  of 
Soldiers,  wounded,  to  Colon1,  Dunbar's,  who  was  left  with  his  Regi- 
ment with  all  the  Baggage  •  and  several  Soldiers  coming  from  the 
defeated  Party  running  in  every  Moment;  And  that  Colon1,  Dun- 
bar's Regiment  was  alarmed  immediately,  and  beat  to  Arms;  And 
it  was  more  than  the  Cen try's  cou'd  do  to  keep  the  Officers  and  Sol- 
diers from  running  away  from  His  Party.  This  they  seem  all  to 
agree  in  and  offer  to  make  Oath  to.  I  thought  proper  you  sho'd 
know  to-Night.     I  am,  Sir, 

u  Your  most  humble  and  most  obed*-  Serv*' 

"B.  GLASIER. 
"To  the  Honble.   Robert   H.   Morris,   Governor  of   Pennsyl- 
vania. " 
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A  Letter  from  Mr.  William  Trent,  of  the  lQtJi  Instant. 

"  May  it  please  your  Honour : 

"  Being  inform'd  that  You  were  on  Your  Journey  for  the 
Army,  but  stopped  at  Shippensburgh  on  Account  of  the  News 
brought  by  the  Waggoners,  who  ran  off  at  the  Beginning  of  the 
Engagement,  makes  me  take  this  Opportunity  of  acquainting  your 
Honour  that  by  a  Young  Man  just  come  here  from  the  Camp  we 
are  informed  that  our  Army  is  beat  and  the  Artillery  taken ;  But 
that  the  General  with  the  rest  of  the  Army  are  making  a  good  lie- 
treat.  As  the  Person  who  brings  this  Account  is  a  sober  young 
Man,  came  from  Fort  Cumberland  since  an  Express  arrived  from 
the  Army,  I  think  his  Account  the  best  to  be  depended  upon ;  And 
I  imagine  there  will  be«no  great  Danger  going  to  the  Fort,  where  I 
intend  to  set  out  for  this  Afternoon. 

"  I  am  Your  Honour's  most  obed,#  h'ble  Serv4" 

"WILLIAM  TRENT. 

"  Mouth  of  Conicochegtie,  Wednesday,  July  16th,  1755. 
"To  the  Honble.  Robt.  Ii.  Morris,  Esqr." 

A  Paper  of  Intelligence  from  John  Campbell,  One  of  General 
Braddock's  Messengers,  received  Yesterday  evening: 

"July  the  17th,  1755. 
"  Sir : 

"  I  thought  it  proper  to  let  you  know  that  I  was  in  the  Battle 
where  We  were  defeated,  And  we  had  about  Eleven  Hundred  and 
Fifty  private  Men  besides  Officers  and  others,  And  we  was  attack'd 
the  9th  Bay  about  Twelve  o'Clock  and  held  till  about  Three  in  the 
Afternoon  and  then  we  were  forced  to  retreat,  when  I  suppose  we 
might  bring  about  300  whole  Men  besides  a  vast  many  wounded ; 
Most  of  our  Officers  were  either  wounded  or  killed ;  General  Brad- 
dock  is  wounded  but  I  hope  not  mortal,  and  Sr#  John  St.  Claire  and 
many  others,  but  I  hope  not  mortal.  All  the  Train  is  cut  off  in  a 
Manner.  Sir  Peter  Halket  and  his  Son,  Cap'*  Poison,  Captain 
Gethen,  Captain  Hose,  Captain  Tattcn,  killed,  and  many  others ; 
Cap1,  Ord  of  the  Train  is  wounded,  but  I  hope  not  mortal.  We  'lost 
all  our  Artillery  entirely,  and  every  thing  else. 

u  To  Mr.  John  Smith  and  Buchannon,  and  give  it  to  the  next 
Post,  and  let  him  shew  this  to  George  Gibson  in  Lancaster,  and  Mr, 
Bingham;  at  the  Sign  of  the  Ship,  and  You'll  oblige, 

"  Yours  to  command, 

"  JOHN  CAMPBELL,  Messenger. 

"  P.  S. — And  from  that  to  be  told  At  the  Indian  King. 
"  N.  B. — The  above  is  directed  To  Mr.  Smith  &  Buchannon,  in 
Carlisle.' 

VOL.  VI. — 31. 
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"  The  Depositions  of  Matthew  Lard,  Michael  Hoover,  and  Jacob 
Hoover,  taken  before  the  Governor,  at  Carlisle,  17th  Instant. 
"  The  Examination  of  Mathew  Lard,  a  Waggoner,  belonging  to 
the  Army  under  the  immediate  Command  of  General  Braddock, 
taken  upon  Oath  before  The  Honble.  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'-, 
Governour  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Carlisle,  in  the 
County  of  Cumberland,  the  17th  July,  1755. 

"The  Examinant  saith  that  General  Braddock  with  an  advanced 
Party  of  fifteen  Hundred  Men  left  Col1*  Dunbar  at  a  Place  called 
the  little  Meadows  about  the  Eighteenth  or  Twentieth  of  June  last, 
and  was  not  afterwards  joined  by  Col1-  Dunbar  or  his  Regim';  That 
Col1-  Dunbar  followed  the  General  by  slow  Marches  with  the  heavy 
Baggage  which  he  had  in  Charge ;  That  this  Examinant  continued 
with  Colon1*  Dunbar,  And  on  the  Tenth  of  this  Instant  the  Regiment 
being  at  about  7  Miles  beyond  a  Place  called  the  Great  Meadows  at 
eleven  o'clock  of  that  Day  there  was  a  Rumor  in  the  Camp  that 
there  was  bad  News,  and  he  was  soon  after  informed  by  Waggoners 
and  Pack  Horse  Drivers,  who  were  then  returned  to  Col.  Dunbar's 
Camp  but  had  gone  out  with  the  advanced  Party  under  Gen1,  Brad- 
dock, that  the  General  with  the  advanced  Party  was  defeated  by  the 
French  on  the  Ninth  Instant  about  5  Miles  from  Fort  Du  Quesne 
and  about  forty  Miles  from  where  Colon1,  Dunbar  then  was,  at 
which  Engagement  the  Waggoners  and  Pack  Horse  Drivers  said 
they  were  present;  That  the  English  were  attacked  as  they  were 
going  up  a  Hill  by  a  numerous  Body  of  French  and  Indians,  who 
kept  a  continual  Fire  during  the  whole  Engagement,  which  lasted 
nigh  Three  Hours ;  That  most  of  the  English  were  cut  off  and  the 
whole  Train  of  Artillery  taken;  That  General  Braddock  was  killed, 
as  also  Sir  Peter  Hacket,  Cap'-  Orme,  and  most  of  the  Officers. 
This  Examinant  further  saith  he  saw  a  wounded  Officer  brought 
through  the  Camp  on  a  Sheet;  That  about  Noon  of  the  same  Day 
they  beat  to  Arms  in  Col1,  Dunbar's  Camp,  upon  which  the  Waggoners 
as  well  as  many  common  Soldiers  and  others  took  to  flight  in  spite 
of  the  Opposition  made  by  the  Centrys,  who  forc'd  some  to  return^ 
but  many  got  away,  amongst  whom  was  this  Examinant. 

"  MATHEW  LAIRD. 

u  Sworn  the  Day  and  Year  first  above  written  before 

«  ROBT-  H.  MORRIS. 


a  The  Examination  of  Michael  Hoover,  a  Waggoner,  bdonglng  to 
the  Army  under  the  immediate  Command  of  General  Braddock, 
taken  upon  Oath  before  the  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris, 
Esqr.,  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Carlisle,  in 
the  County  of  Cumberland,  the  Vtth  Zuly  1755. 
"  This  Examinant  saith  That  he  was  in  Coll.  Dunbar's  Camp  on 

the  Tenth  of  July,  Instant;  That  about  nine  or  ten  o'clock  he 
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heard  a  Rumer  in  the  Camp  that  there  was  bad  News,  and  saw  a 
Driver's  Boy  who  had  set  out  with  Cattle  sent  by  the  Governour  of 
Pennsylvania  to  go  up  to  General  Braddock,  return  with  the  Cat- 
tle to  Co1-  Dunbar's  Camp ;  and  on  inquiring  of  the  Boy  why  he 
return'd,  cou'd  get  from  him  no  satisfactory  Answer.  That  he  after- 
wards saw  several  Wagoners  whom  he  heard  say  that  they  had  been 
with  General  Braddock,  and  were  present  at  the  Battle  which  had 
been  the  Day  before,  vizt.,  the  Ninth  Instant.  That  a  large  Body 
of  French  and  Indians  attacked  the  General  on  the  Road,  and  that 
a  great  Many  of  the  English  were  killed;  that  General  Braddock 
was  wounded  and  put  into  a  Waggon,  and  afterwards  fallen  on  by 
the  Indians  and  murthered.  That  Sir  Peter  Hacket  and  Capt.  Orme 
were  also  killed.  And  this  Examinant  further  sayeth,  That  he  saw 
an  Officer  come  wounded  into  the  Camp ;  also  saw  several  Soldiers 
who  were  wounded,  and  a  Person  whom  he  believ'd  to  be  an  Offi- 
cer carried  on  a  Sheet.  Examinant  saw  That  many  Persons,  as  well 
Soldiers  as  others,  run  out  of  the  Camp ;  And  that  about  Noon  he, 
the  Examinant,  came  away  with  many  others ;  And  further  says 
not. 

"  MICHAEL  HOUBER. 

"  Sworn  the  Day  and  Year  first  above  written  before 

"ROBT-  H.  MORRIS. 


u  The  Examination  of  Jacob  Havre  7  a  Waggoner^  belonging  to  the 
Army  under  the  immediate  Command  of  General  Braddock, 
taken  upon  Oath  before  the  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris, 
Esqr.,  Governour  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Carlisle, 
in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  the  17th  July,  1755. 

"  This  Examinant  saith  that  he  was  in  Col.  Dunbar's  Camp  the 
tenth  of  July,  Instant,  and  was  inforni'd  that  Two  Officers  who  had 
come  from  Fort  Cumberland,  and  had  proceeded  early  in  the  Morn- 
ing with  a  Party  of  Indians  to  join  General  Braddock,  returned  to 
the  Camp  in  about  three  Hours  after  they  set  out,  and  a  Rumour 
spread  that  there  was  bad  News,  and  that  the  Officers  could  not  pass 
to  the  General  by  Reason  of  the  Indians.  That  about  nine  or  ten 
o'clock  the  same  Day  this  Examinant  saw  and  spoke  with  several 
Waggoners  who  were  come  into  Col.  Dunbar's  Camp  from  General 
Braddock' s,  and  who  inform' d  this  Examinant  that  Gen1-  Braddock 
with  his  ad  vane' d  Party  of  fifteen  Hundred  Men  had  been  attacked 
on  the  Ninth  Instant  within  five  Miles  of  Fort  Du  Quesne  by  a 
great  many  French  and  Indians,  who  surrounded  them;  That  the 
Action  lasted  three  Hours;  That  the  most  part  of  the  English  v.yiv 
killed;  That  General  Braddock  was  wounded  and  put  into  a  Wag- 
gon  and  afterwards  killed  by  the  Indians;  That  Sr  Peter  Hackot 
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and  Cap,a  Orme  were  also  killed.  And  this  Examinant  further 
saith  that  he  saw  some  Soldiers  return  into  Colon1-  Dunbar's  Camp, 
whom  he  was  inform' d  had  been  of  General  Braddock's  advanced 
Party,  some  of  whom  were  wounded,  some  not;  also  saw  Two  Officers 
carried  on  Sheets,  One  of  whom  was  said  to  be  Sir  John  St.  Clair, 
whom  the  Examinant  was  inform'd  had  receiv'd  Two  Wounds; 
That,  about  Noon  of  the  same  Day  Col.  Dunbar's  Drums  beat  to 
Arms,  and  both  before  and  after  that  many  Soldiers  and  Waggoners, 
with  other  Attendants  upon  the  Camp,  took  to  flight,  and  amongst 
others  this  Examinant;  And  further  saith  not. 

"JACOB  HUBER. 

"  Sworn  the  day  and  Year  first  above  written  before 

"ROBT  H.  MORRIS." 

And  a  Letter  from  Colon1-  Burd  of  the  17th  July,  dated  from  the 
"  Top  of  the  Allegany  Mountains,"  in  these  Words : 

li  From  our  Camp  at  the  Top  of  the  Allegany  Mountains,  measured 
65  Miles  from  A.  Thompsons,  17th  July,  1755. 

"  Honorable  Sir : 

u  I  have  the  Honour  of  Yours  of  the  5th  Curr4,  and  for  Answer. 
When  we  went  out  to  view  this  Road  we  went  abt-  15  Miles  a  head 
of  the  Camp  where  we  now  lay,  tho'  we  intended  at  that  Time  to 
go  as  far  as  the  three  Forks  of  Youghyougain  or  the  Turky  Foot, 
Yet  we  were  obliged  to  return  an  Account  of  the  certain  Intelligence 
I  receiv'd  from  Capn'  Rutherford  from  Fort  Cumberland  of  a  Party 
of  Thirty  French,  into  whose  Hands  we  must  have  undoubtedly 
fallen  had  we  attempted  to  proceed,  as  said  Party  was.  laying 
between  Us  and  the  Forks.  Mr.  Croghan  assured  us  there  was  no 
manner  of  doubt  of  a  fine  Road  from  the  Place  where  we  left  off  to 
the  Turky  Foot. 

"  I  receiv'd  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Peters,  dated  27th  May,  wherein 
he  lets  me  know  he  had  consulted  with  the  Greneral,  and  ordered  me 
to  proceed  imediately  with  the  utmost  Expedition  to  the  Turky 
Foot,  which  Orders  I  have  followed  punctually  to  the  utmost  of  my 
Power,  Notwitstanding  I  must  beg  leave  to  assure  Your  Honour  I 
have  met  with  many  Rubs  to  retard  the  Execution  of  my  Orders, 
Yet  I  am  determined  to  continue  in  my  Duty. 

"  With  regard  to  what  Intelligence  Your  Honour  and  the  G-eneral 
wants  of  me,  I  intend  to  take  the  following  Method  to  give  your 
Honour  &  the  Gen1  the  Satisfaction  expected,  viz*' :  as  soon  as  I  get 
clear  over  this  Mountain  and  come  upon  the  Waters  of  the  Ohio  I 
will  send  off  a  Lieut,  and  a  sufficient  Party  to  go  right  up  to  the 
General,  and  by  Letter  inform  his  Excellency  what  I  have  done  & 
intend  to  do,  and  where  I  suspect  I  shall  intersect  his  Road,  with  any 
other  Occurrences,  and  receive  his  Approbation  or  further  Com- 
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mands.  At  present  I  can't  form  any  Judgement  where  I  shall  cut 
the  General's  Road,  further  than  I  know  our  Course  leads  us  to  the 
Turkey  Foot,  By  the  Information  of  Mr.  Croghan  when  we  run  the 
Road  first.  Mr.  Croghan  assured  me  he  wou'd  be  on  the  Road  with 
me  in  order  to  pilott  from  the  Place  where  we  left  off  blaizeing. 
Instead  of  that  he  has  never  been  here,  nor  is  there  one  Man  in  my 
Company  that  ever  was  out  this  Way  to  the  Turky  Foot,  But  the 
Party  I  send  will  discover  the  Place  where  we  shall  cut  the  Road 
and  inform  the  General,  and  upon  their  Return  I  will  order  'em  to 
blaize  back  to  me. 

"I  can  send  no  Letters  to  your  Honour  nor  the  Gen1,  without  a 
strong  Party,  and  the  want  of  Arms  and  Amunition  disables  me 
from  doing  any  thing  of  the  Kind,  And  indeed  I  have  not  Arms 
for  a  Party  to  hunt  up  our  Waggon  Horses;  had  I  had  Arms  I 
wou'd  have  scower'd  all  the  Woods  behind  Us,  and  in  all  proba- 
bility been  able  to  have  given  some  Account  of  these  Indians  that 
are  attempting  to  cut  off  our  Communication  and  stop  our  Provi- 
sions. Before  this  Relief  came  to  Us  we  have  lived  6  Days  upon 
Bread  and  Water. 

"  I  must  beg  of  Your  Honour  to  send  us  up  Arms  &  Amunition 
if  possible,  And  conclude  with  great  Esteem, 

"  Your  Honour's  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"JAMES  BURD. 

"To  the  Honbte.  Govr-  Morris." 

The  Reading  of  the  above  Papers,  together  with  a  Letter  from 
the  Proprietor  and  the  Proprietary  instructions,  took  up  so  much 
time  that  the  Gov"  cou'd  not  draw  up  his  Message  to  the  Assembly, 
which  he  intended  to  have  done  and  sent  it  with  the  Papers  to- 
Night. 

The  Governor  inform'd  the  Council  that  he  had  issued  several 
Commissions  appointing  Militia  Officers  whilst  he  was  at  Carlisle, 
And  was  in  hopes  several  Companies  wou'd  be  rais'd. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia  on  Thursday  the  24th  July, 
1755. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  Robert  Strcltell, 

Joseph  Turner,  Lynford  Lardncr,  \-  Esquires. 

Richard  Peters, 

The   Governor  receiv'd  a  Message  from  the  House  to  acquaint 
him  "  that  the  House  was  met  pursuant  to  his  Writs,  and  ready  to 


•,|es, 
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receive  any  thing  he  might  have  to  lay  before  them,  and  desired  a 
Copy  of  one  of  the  Writs. "  And  in  Answer  His  Honour  told 
them  "  they  shou'd  hear  from  him  in  the  morning/' 

The  Governor  having  prepared  what  he  thought  proper  to  say  to 
the  Assembly,  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Council  that  it  shou'd  be 
deliver'd  in  a  Speech  and  not  by  Message,  whereupon  the  Secretary 
was  sent  to  the  House  to  require  their  immediate  Attendance  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  and  the  Speaker  with  the  whole  House  at- 
tending His  Honour  spoke  as  follows  : 

The  Governor's   Speech. 
"Mar.  Speaker  and  G-entlemen  of  the  Assembly: 

"  It  is  with  the  greatest  Concern  I  now  lay  before  you  the  mel- 
ancholy Account  of  the  Defeat  of  the  Forces  under  the  immediate 
Command  of  General  Braddock,  which  you  will  find  is  attended 
with  very  shocking  Circumstances,  the  General  killed  and  most  of 
the  Officers  that  were  in  the  Action  are  either  killed  or  wounded, 
the  Bulk  of  the  Men  cut  off,  His  whole  Train  of  Artillery  taken, 
and  Colonel  Dunbar  is  now  retreating  with  the  Bemains  of  the 
Army  to  Fort  Cumberland. 

This  unfortunate  and  unexpected  change  in  our  Affairs  will 
deeply  affect  every  one  of  his  Majesty's  Colonies,  but  none  of  'em 
in  so  sensible  a  Manner  as  this  Province,  which  having  no  Militia 
is  thereby  left  exposed  to  the  cruel  Incursions  of  the  French  and 
their  barbarous  Indians  who  delight  in  shedding  human  blood,  and 
who  make  no  distinction  as  to  Age  or  Sex,  As  to  those  that  armed 
against  them,  or  such  as  they  can  surprize  in  their  peaceful  I  Habi- 
tations, All  are  alike  the  Objects  of  their  Cruelty,  Slaughtering  the 
tender  Infant  and  frighted  Mother  with  equal  Joy  and  Fierceness. 
To  such  Enemies,  spurred  on  by  the  native  Cruelty  of  their  Tem- 
pers, encouraged  by  their  late  success,  and  having  now  no  Army  to 
fear,  are  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province  exposed,  and  by  such 
must  we  now  expect  to  be  overrun  if  we  do  not  immediately  pre- 
pare for  our  own  Defence,  nor  ought  we  to-content  ourselves  with 
this,  but  resolve  to  drive  and  confine  the  French  to  their  own  just 
Limits. 

"  This,  gentlemen,  however  gloomy  the  present  Appearance  of 
things  may  be,  is  certainly  in  the  Power  of  the  British  Colonies  to 
do,  and  this  is  not  only  their  truest  and  most  lasting  Interest  but 
their  highest  Duty.  The  Eastern  Governments  have  already  gone 
a  great  way  towards  removing  that  faithless  but  active  People  from 
their  Borders ;  let  us  follow  the  noble  example  they  have  set  us, 
show  ourselves  worthy  of  the  Name  of  Englishmen,  and  by  a  vigor- 
ous Exertion  of  our  Strength  dislodge  the  Enemy  from  our  Fron- 
tiers, and  secure  the  Future  Peace  and  Safety  of  the  Province,  For 
we  may  assure  ourselves  that  while  they  possess  the  Countries  they 
have  unjustly  seized  we  never  shall  truly  enjoy  either. 
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"Allow  me,  therefore,  Gentlemen  to  recommend  to  your  most 
serious  Consideration  the  present  State  and  Condition  of  your 
Country — the  Danger  to  which  the  Lives  and  Properties  of  all  those 
you  have  undertaken  to  represent  stand  exposed  at  this  critical  and 
melancholly  Conjuncture,  and  to  desire  that  you  wou'd  not  by  an 
ill-timed  Parsimony  by  reviving  any  Matters  that  have  been  in  Dis- 
pute, or  from  any  other  Motive,  suffer  the  People  to  remain  any 
longer  undefended,  or  the  Blood  of  the  Innocent  to  be  shed  by  the 
cruel  Hands  of  Savages.  There  are  Men  enough  in  this  Province 
to  protect  it  against  any  Force  the  French  can  bring,  and  Numbers 
of  them  are  willing  and  desirous  to  defend  their  Country  upon  the 
present  Occasion,  but  they  have  neither  Arms,  Ammunition,  nor 
Discipline,  without  which  it  will  be  impossible  to  repel  an  active 
Enemy  whose  Trade  is  War.  I  therefore  hope  that  you  will  with- 
out delay  grant  such  Supplies  as  may  enable  me  not  only  to  secure 
the  People  of  this  Province,  but  by  reinforcing  and  assisting  the 
King's  Troops  enable  them  to  remove  the  French  from  their  present 
Encroachments.  If  something  very  effectual  be  not  done  at  this 
Time  for  the  Safety  and  Security  of  the  Province,  the  Enemy  who 
know  how  to  make  the  best  use  of  a  Victory  will  strengthen  them- 
selves in  such  a  Manner  that  it  will  be  next  to  impossible  for  us  to 
remove  them. 

"Upon  the  earliest  Intelligence  *of  the  Defeat  of  our  Forces, 
knowing  the  immediate  danger  to  which  we  were  exposed,  I  sum- 
moned you  together  that  you  might  have  a  timely  Opportunity  of 
exerting  yourselves  in  the  Service  of  your  Country,  and  of  setting 
a  proper  Example  to  the  Neighboring  Colonies,  who  will  doubtless 
if  we  do  our  Duty  employ  their  utmost  Strength  upon  the  present 
Occasion,  and  heartily  join  in  any  Measures  that  may  be  concerted 
for  our  Common  Safety. 

"ROBT'H.  MORRIS. 
"Philadelphia,- July  24th,  1755." 

The  House  desiring  a  Copy  of  the  Governor's  Speech,  it  was  sent 
to  the  House  by  the  Secretary  and  the  Papers  referred  to  in  it. 

Just  as  the  Governor  was  going  to  deliver  his  Speech  an  Express 
brought  him  the  following  Letter  from  Capt.  Orme,  General  Brad- 
dock's  Aid-de-Camp,  which  was  likewise  deliver'd  to  the  House : 

A  Letter  from  Captain  Robt.  Orme  to  Governor  Morris. 

"  Fort  Cumberland,  July  18th,  1755. 
"  Dear  Sir : 

"I  am  so  extremely  ill  in  Bed  with  the  Wound  I  havereceiv'd  in 
my  Thigh  that  I  am  under  the  Necessity  of  employing  my  Friend 
Cap''  Dobson  to  write  for  me. 

"I  conclude  you  have  had  some  Account  of  the  Action  near  the 
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Banks  of  the  Monongahela,  about  Seven  Miles  from  the  French 
Fort  •  as  the  Reports  spread  are  very  imperfect  what  you  have  heard 
must  consequently  be  so  too.  You  shou'd  have  had  more  early  Ac- 
counts of  it,  but  every  officer  whose  Business  it  was  to  have  inform' d 
You  was  either  killed  or  wounded,  And  our  distressful  Situation 
put  it  out  of  our  Power  to  attend  to  it  so  much  as  we  wou'd  other- 
wise have  done. 

"The  9  th  Instant  we  passed  and  repassed  the  Monongahela  by 
advancing  first  a  Party  of  300  Men,  which  was  immediately  followed 
by  another  of  200.  The  General  with  the  Column  of  Artillery, 
Baggage,  and  the  Main  Body  of  the  Army,  passed  the  Biver  the 
last  Time  about  One  0' Clock.  As  soon  as  the  whole  had  got  on 
the  Fort  side  of  the  Monongahela  we  heard  a  very  heavy  &  quick 
lire  in  our  Front;  we  immediately  advanced  in  order  to  sustain  them, 
but  the  Detachment  of  the  200  and  300  Men  gave  way  and  fell  back 
upon  us,  which  caused  such  Confusion  and  struck  so  great  a  Panick 
among  our  Men  that  afterwards  no  Military  Expedient  cou'd  be 
made  use  of  that  had  any  effect  upon  'em.  The  Men  were  so  ex- 
tremely deaf  to  the  Exhortations  of  the  General  &  the  Officers  that 
they  fired  away  in  the  most  irregular  Manner  all  their  Ammunition, 
and  then  run  off,  leaving  to  the  Enemy  the  Artillery,  Ammunition, 
Provision,  and  Baggage,  nor  cou'd  they  be  persuaded  to  Stop  till 
they  got  as  far  as  Guest's  Plantation,  nor  there  only  in  part,  many 
of  them  proceeding  as  far  as  Col1,  Dunbar's  Party,  who  lay  six 
Miles  on  this  Side. 

u  The  Officers  were  absolutely  sacrificed  by  their  unparallelled 
good  Behaviour,  advancing  sometimes  in  Bodies  and  sometimes 
Seperately,  hoping  by  such  Example  to  engage  the  Soldiers  to  follow 
them,  but  to  no  Purpose. 

"  The  General  had  five  Horses  killed  under  him,  and  at  last  re- 
ceived a  Wound  through  his  right  Arm  into  his  Lungs,  of  which  he 
died  the  13th  Instant.  Poor  Shirley  was  shot  thro'  the  Head; 
Captain  Morris  wounded;  Mr.  Washington  had  two  Horses  shot 
under  him  and  his  Cloaths  shot  thro'  in  several  Places,  behaving 
the  whole  Time  with  the  greatest  Courage  and  Resolution.  Sir 
Peter  Halkett  was  killed  upon  the  Spot,  Colon1-  Burton  and  Sir 
John  S1,  Clair  wounded,  And  inclosed  I  have  sent  you  a  List  of 
killed  and  wounded,  according  to  as  Exact  an  Account  as  we  are  yet 
able  to  get. 

"  Upon  our  proceeding  with  the  whole  Convoy  to  the  little  Meadows 
it  was  found  impracticable  to  advance  in  that  manner ;  the  General, 
therefore,  advanced  with  Twelve  Hundred  Men,  with  the  necessary 
Artillery,  Ammunition,  and  Provision,  leaving  the  main  Body  of  the 
Convoy  under  the  Command  of  Colon5-  Dunbar  with  Orders  to  join 
3iim  as  soon  as  possible.  In  this  Manner  we  proceeded  wth'  Safety 
and  Expedition  till  the  fatal  Day  I  have  just  related,  and  happy  it 
was  that  this  Disposition  was  made,  otherwise  the  whole  must  either 
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have  Starved  or  fallen  into  the  Hands  of  the  Enemy,  as  Numbers 
wou'd  have  been  of  no  Service  to  us  and  our  Provision  was  all 

lost. 

"  As  our  Number  of  Horses  were  so  much  reduced  and  those  ex- 
tremely weak,  and  many  Carriages  being  wanted  for  the  wounded 
Men,  occasioned  our  destroying  the  Ammunition  and  superfluous 
part  of  the  Provision  left  in  Colon1*  Dunbar's  Convoy  to  prevent  its 
falling  into  the  Hands  of  the  Enemy. 

"  As  the  whole  of  the  Artillery  is  lost,  and  the  Troops  are  so 
extremely  weakened  by  Deaths,  Wounds,  and  Sickness,  it  was  judged 
impossible  to  make  any  further  Attempts,  therefore  Colon1*  Dun- 
bar is  returning  to  Fort  Cumberland  with  every  thing  he  is  able  to 
bring  up  with  him. 

"  I  propose  remaining  here  till  my  Wound  will  suffer  me  to  re- 
move to  Philadelphia,  from  thence  shall  proceed  to  England.  What- 
ever Commands  you  may  have  for  me  you  will  clo  me  the  Honour 
to  direct  me  here. 

"  By  the  particular  Disposition  of  the  French  and  Indians  it  was 
impossible  to  judge  of  the  Numbers  they  had  that  Day  in  the  field. 

"  As  Colon1-  Burton,  Cap'-  Morris,  and  myself  propose  coming  to 
Philad**  as  soon  as  we  are  able,  we  shou'd  take  it  as  a  particular 
favour  if  you  wou'd  hire  us  a  House  or  convenient  Lodgings,  and 
any  other  Necessaries  that  you  may  judge  requisite  for  People  in 
our  Situation.     Our  compliments*  to  Mr.  Peters. 

"  I  am,  Dear  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 

"  ROBT.  ORME. 
11  To  the  Honourable  Robert  H.  Morris,  Esqr." 


A  List  of  the  Officers  icho  ivere  present  and  of  those  hilled  and 
wounded  indhe  Action  on  the  Banks  of  the  Monongahela  the  9th 
Day  of  July ,  1755. 

Staff. 

His  Excellency  Edward  Braddock,  Esq.,  General  &  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  all  His  Majesty's  Forces  in  North  America  Died  of  his 
Wounds. 

Robert  Orme,  Esqr.,  ~\ Wounded. 

Roger  Morris,  Esq.,  (■  Aid  de  Camps.        -         -     Wounded. 

George  Washington,  Esqr.,  ) 

William  Shirley,  Esquire,  Secretary  -         -         .  Killed. 

Sr-  John  S'*  Clair,  Deputy  Quarter-Master  General       -    Wounded. 

Matthew  Lessley,  Gent.,  assistant  to  the  Quarter-Mas- 
ter Gen1* Wounded. 

Francis  Halkct,  Esqr.,  Major  of  the  Brigade. 


490  MINUTES  OF  THE 


44^  Regiment. 

Sir  Peter  Halket,  Colonel Killed. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Gage  -  Slightly  Wounded. 

Capt.  Tatton -  Killed. 

Capt.  Hobson. 
Capt.  Beckwork. 

Capt.  Gethins Killed. 

Lieutent.  Falconer. 

Lieut.  Litteler Wounded. 

Lieut.  Bayley. 

Lieut.  Dunbar Wounded. 

Lieut.  Pottenger. 

Lieut.  Halket -  Killed. 

Lieut.  Freeby Wounded. 

Lieut.  Allen Killed. 

Lieutent.  Simpson     -         -         -         -         -         -         -  Wounded. 

Lieut.  Lock Wounded. 

Disney Wounded. 

Kennedy           -         -         -         -  -      .         .         -         -  Wounded. 

Townsend Killed. 

Preston. 

Nartlow  -                  Killed. 

Pennington Wounded. 

<i$th  Regiment. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Burten Wounded. 

Major  Sparks Slightly  Wounded. 

Capt.  Dobson. 

Capt.  Cholniondely Killed. 

Capt.  Boyer -         -         -  Wounded. 

Capt.  Ross Wounded. 

Capt.  Lieut.  Morris. 

Barbut -  Wounded. 

Watsham Wounded. 

Crimble Killed. 

Wideman Killed. 

Hansard Killed. 

Gladwin Wounded. 

Hathorn. 

Edmestoa Wounded. 

Cope. 

Brereton Killed. 

Hart .         .         .  Killed. 

Montreseur Wounded. 

Dunbar. 

Harrison. 

Cowhart. 
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MacMuIIen       --------  Wounded. 

Crow Wounded. 

Sterling Wounded. 

Artillery. 
Capt.  Orde. 

Capt.  Lt.  Smith Killed. 

Lieut.  Buckhannon Wounded. 

Lieut.  McCloud         -                  Wounded. 

Lieut.  McKuller Wounded. 

Engineers. 

Peter  McKeller,  Esqur. Wounded. 

Robert  Gordon,  Esquire Wounded. 

Williamson,  Esquire Wounded. 

Detachment  of  Sailors. 

Lieut.  Spendelow      -------  Killed. 

Mr.  Haynes,  Midshipman. 

Mr.  Talbot,  Midshipman  -         -         -         -                  -  Killed. 

Capt.  Stone  of  General  Lascell's  Regim'-     -         -         -  Killed. 

Capt.  Floyer  of  Genl.  Warburton's  Regim'-          -         -  Wounded. 

Independent  Companys  of  N.  York. 

Capt.  Gates Wounded. 

Lieut.  Tumain        ' -  Killed. 

Lieut.  Miller. 

Lieut.  IXowarth  of  Capt.  Demeries  Independ'-  Compy-  Wounded. 

Lieut.  Gray  of  the  same  Company      -         -         -         -  Wounded. 

Virginia  Troops. 

Captain  Stephens Wounded. 

Capt.  Waggoner. 

Capt.  Poulston Killed. 

Capt.  Peronie Killed. 

Capt.  Stewart. 

Hamilton Killed. 

Woodward. 

Wright Killed. 

Splitdorff Killed. 

Stuart Wounded. 

Waggoner Killed. 

McNeale. 

"  According  to  the  most  exact  Return  we  can  as  yet  get,  about 
600  Men  Killed  and  wounded." 
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It  was  thought  proper  that  the  Governor  shou'd  immediately  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  Quantity  of  Powder  that  is  in  Town,  And 
Mr.  Turner  with  Mr.  Lardner  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  ex- 
amine the  Powder  House  and  make  Report  of  the  exact  Quantity 
in  it. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia  on  Friday  the  25th  July,  1755. 

present : 

The  Honourable  EGBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  James  Hamilton,  ~\ 

Joseph  Turner,  Richard  Peters,      V  Esquires. 

Lynford  Lardner,  J 

Advice  came  to  Town  that  Colonel  Dunbar  was  retreating  towards 
Wills'  Creek. 

The  Council  took  into  Consideration  the  present  melancholy 
Situation  of  Affairs  on  the  Defeat  of  the  General  and  the  Retreat 
of  Colonel  Dunbar,  and  the  Consequences  that  might  attend  this 
Loss  of  the  Army  by  intimidating  our  Back  Inhabitants,  and  spir- 
iting up  the  French  and  their  Indians  to  make  Incursions  to  destroy 
their  Settlements  and  murder  their  Persons;  and  what  Means  cou'd 
be  used  to  obtain  an  immediate  Supply. 

The  Governor  proposed  to  the  Council  to  raise  a  Sum  of  Money 
by  Subscription  for  the  King's  Service,  And  desired  Mr.  Allen 
might  be  consulted  upon  this  Occasion;  And  at  the  Governor's 
Request  he  came  into  Council,  and  the  Matter  was  a  long  while 
under  Consideration,  But  so  many  Difficulties  and  Objections  were 
made  to  This  Proposal  of  a  Subscription  that  it  was  dropt ;  and  on 
its  being  in  the  Course  of  the  Consultation  mentioned  that  an  Offer 
of  Lands  would,  at  this  Time,  encourage  the  People  to  take  Arms 
much  more  than  any  Sum  that  private  People  wou'd  be  disposed  to 
subscribe,  This  was  also  considered. 

The  Proprietarys  having  after  the  Defeat  of  Colon1,  Washington 
last  Year  wrote  several  Letters  to  the  Governor  and  Secretary  with 
Respect  to  an  Offer  of  the  Lands  West  of  the  Allegheny  Hills  in 
Case  an  Expedition  shou'd  be  set  on  foot  for  the  Recovery  of  the 
Ohio  Lands,  these  Letters  were  read ;  And  it  was  the  unanimous 
Opinion  of  the  Governor  &  Council  that  in  Vertue  of  these  Letters 
some  Encouragements  shou'd  be  instantly  offered  on  the  part  of  the 
Proprietaries  to  promote  the  raising  of  Men  for  the  Protection  of 
the  Frontiers  and  Assistance  of  the  King's  Forces ;  And  as  soon  as 
this  Matter  shou'd  be  well  digested  that  the  Governor  shou'd  reduce 
the  Offer  to  a  Certainty  and  lay  it  before  the  Assembly. 

The  following  Letter  of  the  20th  Instant  from  Mr.  Swaine  at 
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Shippensburgh,  with  the  enclosed  Information  of  the  Road  Cutters, 
was  read  in  these  Words  : 

u.  A  Letter  to  the  Governor  from  Mr.  Charles  Swaine. 

"  Shippensburg,  20th  July,  1755. 
"May  it  please  your  Honour  : 

"  I  have  first  to  inform  you  that  two  Indians  came  here,  One 
named  Cherigea  and  the  other  called  the  Song,  to  see  if  they  cou'd 
have  any  Assistance  and  Provisions,  is  their  Message.  They  have 
left  behind  Five  Wyondotts  and  two  others  of  the  5  Nations,  who 
did  not  chuse  to  come  along  with  these,  who  were  to  return  to  them 
in  Two  Days  to  the  Place  where  they  left  them,  Fourteen  or  Fifteen 
Miles  beyond  the  Hills  in  Tuscarora  Path.  I  have  given  them 
Entertainment,  also  a  Pass,  and  forwaded  'em  to  Conrad  Weiser. 
I  send  enclosed  an  Affidivit  from  three  Persons  comor  from  the 
Road  j  a  Defeat,  I  believe,  is  beyond  all  doubt.  Mr.  Burd  is  gone 
to  Fort  Cumberland. 

"  I  suppose  the  People  will  now  come  fast  into  these  parts,  and 
shall  use  all  possible  Expedition  in  forwarding  a  Fort.  I  have 
pitch'd  on  a  Piece  of  Ground  of  Mr.  Shippen's,  and  the  Timber 
about  here  is  all  his,  therefore  shou'd  be  glad  he  was  wrote  to  about 
it,  if  your  Honour  thought  proper,  that  there  may  be  no  after  Claps 
on  his  Part. 

"I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obed'-  and  faithfull  Servant, 

"CHARLES  SWAINE. 

"  To  the  Honble.  Robert  H.  Morris,  Esqr." 


Information  of  the  Road  Cutters  on  their  return  to  Shippensburg. 

"  John  Huston,  Thomas  Dillon,  &  William  Fuz,  all  of  Carlisle 
Town  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  on  their  Oath  severally  and 
respectively  say  they  have  been  for  eleven  Weeks  past  working  on 
the  New  Road ;  That  on  Tuesday  Night  the  Fifteenth  Instant  a 
Post  came  from  Fort  Cumberland  to  them  then  working  on  Alle- 
gheny Mountain,  and  brought  a  Letter  to  Captain  Hogg  from  a 
Captain  in  the  English  Camp,  upon  which  the  Waggoners  were 
ordered  to  gear  their  Horses  and  the  Men  to  keep  Guard  round  the 
Waggons  all  Night ;  the  next  Morning  every  Man  set  off,  the 
Soldiers  marched  with  to  Pendigrass  Place,  &  then  went  off  to 
Fort  Cumberland.  These  Deponents  were  severally  informed  that 
the  English  Army  was  defeated  by  the  French  ;  That  the  French 
were  entrenched  and  the  Indians  in  Ambush  behind  the  Trees  : 
That  the  French  were  stark  naked  &  painted  after  the  Indian  Man- 
ner ;  That  they  beat  off  the  French  three  Times ;  That  the  French 
took  the  Artillery  and  the  English  re-took  it,  but  the  Waggoners 


494  MINUTES  OF  THE 

being  gone  with  the  Horses  cou'd  not  hring  it  off;  That  the  Eng- 
lish Retreated.  These  Deponents  were  further  informed  that  Sir 
Peter  Halket  &  his  Son  were  slain,  Captain  Poulson  &  his  Lieuten4"' 
General  Braddock  wounded,  and  Sr"  John  Sf«  Clair  wounded,  and 
further  say  not, 

"JOHN  HOUSTON, 

his 

"THOMAS  ><!  DILLON, 

mark. 

his 

"  WILLIAM  M  FUSS. 

mark. 

"  Shippensburgh,  July  20,  1755.     Sworn  before  me, 

"CHARLES  SWAINE,  Commissary." 

It  was  thought  as  these  Indians  came  from  the  Ohio  they  might 
give  very  useful  Intelligence  and  be  likewise  employed  in  gaining 
over  the  Indians  from  the  French  Interest,  and  therefore  the  Gov- 
ernor was  advised  to  send  the  Letter  to  the  Assembly  with  a 
Request  that  Conrad  Weiser  might  be  ordered  to  attend  them  when 
they  shou'd  come  to  Town,  which  was  done  by  the  following 
Message : 

A  Message  from  the   Governor  to  the  Assembly ',  addressed  by  the 
Secretary  to  the  Speaker. 

"Sir: 

"  The  Governor  orders  me  to  acquaint  the  House  that  the  Indian 
Jagrea,  who  went  from  this  City  in  December  last  to  the  Owendotts, 
is  on  his  Return  here  in  Company  with  four  Deputies  of  that 
Nation,  And  That  as  well  for  this  as  other  Reasons  which  arise 
from  the  present  Exegence  of  Affairs  he  thinks  it  necessary  Mr. 
Weiser  skou'd  be  immediately  sent  for  by  Express." 

The  Governor  laid  before  the  Council  the  following  Letter  from 
Mr.  Weiser,  and  afterwards  sent  it  to  the  House : 

A  Letter  to  his  Honour  from  Mr.  Conrad  Weiser  about  the  Indian 
Women  from  Aughwick. 

"  Hond.  Sir : 

"  I  must  inform  you  that  on  the  same  Day  you  left  John  Harris51 
about  Twenty-Five  Indian  Women  and  Children  arrived  from 
Ackweek,  only  one  Old  Man  wtK  'em.  They  say  that  it  was  agreed 
upon  when  their  Husbands  and  Young  Men  went  to  the  English 
Army  under  General  Braddock  they  shou'd  come  down  to  the 
inhabited  Parts,  where  they  shou'd  be  provided  for,  And  as  they 
had  no  Body  to  hunt  for  them  they  codi  not  live  without  being 
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somehow  assisted  by  their  Brethren  the  English,  And  that  a  good 
many  more  were  on  their  way  coming  down. 

"I  bought  500  Weight  of  Flower  and  gave  it  to  them,  and  gave 
Orders  to  John  Harris  that  when  the  rest  arrived  to  give  them  some 
Flower  also,  till  the  Governor's  Pleasure  shou'd  be  known,  weh*  I 
desire  your  Honour  will  signify  to  me  or  John  Harris  as  soon  £3 
possible. 

"  Jonathan  and  John  Shickalamy  will  stay  among  the  Inhabitants 
till  they  hear  from  your  Honour  concerning  the  English  Army  and 
Gen1*  Braddock. 

"  Our  People  are  very  malicious  against  our  Indians;  they  curse 
&  damn  'em  to  their  Faces  and  say,  'must  we  feed  You  and  your 
Husbands  fight  in  the  mean  time  for  the  French/  &tt* 

"I  am  Your  Honour's  most  obliged  and  faithfull  h'ble  Servt., 

"  CONRAD  WEISER. 

"  To  the  Honble  Governor  Morris. 
"  Heidleberg,  in  Berks,  July  21st,  1755/' 

His  Honour  also  laid  before  the  Board  Copy  of  a  Letter  sent  by 
him  to  Colonel  Dunbar,  and  of  another  to  General  Shirley,  wcl;' 
were  read  in  these  Words  : 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Morris  to  Colonel  Dunbar. 

" Philadelphia,  July  24th,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"I  am  heartily  concerned  at  the  shocking  Accounts  I  have  re- 
ceived of  the  Defeat  of  the  Forces  under  the  immediate  Command 
of  General  Braddock,  at  the  untimely  Death  of  that  Gentleman, 
and  the  many  others  that  fell  in  yt#  fatal  Action.  I  hope  this  will 
find  you  returned  in  Safety  to  Fort  Cumberland  with  the  Remainder 
of  the  Troops,  where  I  shall  be  glad  to  afford  you  any  Assistance 
in  my  Power. 

"  I  did  by  Direction  of  General  Braddock  provide  a  Quantity  of 
Provisions  and  live  Cattle  for  the  Use  of  the  Army,  And  have  now 
at  a  Place  called  Shippensburgh,  in  this  Province,  Two  Hundred 
and  Twenty  barrels  of  Pork,  One  Hundred  and  Sixty  Fat  Oxen, 
and  some  Flower,  the  Quantity  uncertain •  And  I  have  in  and  near 
this  Town  Forty  Oxen,  some  more  Pork,  some  Pease,  &  some  Rice. 
If  you  shou'd  have  Occasion  for  any  of  the  Provisions  at  Shippens- 
burgh you  will  send  your  Orders  to  Mr.  Charles  Swaine,  who  has 
the  Charge  of  the  Things  there,  and  has  Directions  to  deliver  any 
thing  you  shall  order.  He  will  also  assist  any  Person  you  may  send 
in  procuring  Waggons  for  transporting  the  Provisions  to  Vou. 
Shou'd  You  want  a  Part  of  the  Provisions  remaining  here,  oi  any 
thing  else  in  this  Town,  you  will  favour  me  with  your  Commands, 
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And  I  shall  take  a  Pleasure  in  doing  any  Service  to  You  or  the  Pab- 
lick,  and  am, 

"  Sir,  Your  most  obedt.  and  most  h'ble  Servt , 

"ROBT-  H.  MORRIS. 
"  Coll.  Dunbar." 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Morris  to  General  Shirley. 
"  Dear  Sir : 

"The  inclosed  Letters  will  inform  You  of  the  Defeat  of  our 
Forces  under  G-eneral  Braddock  near  Fort  Du  Quesne  j  That  the 
General  died  of  a  Wound  thro'  the  Arm  into  his  Body,  and  that 
your  worthy  Son  and  my  dear  Friend  fell  in  the  Engagement. 
Upon  this  Melancholly  occasion  no  one  can  feel  more  for  you  than  I 
do,  wchl  in  Addition  to  my  own  Grief  for  the  Loss  of  a  Friend  I 
most  sincerely  lov'd  makes  my  mind  unfit  for  Business.  A  better 
Man  never  existed;  his  Understanding  was  clear,  his  Judgement 
great,  and  his  Heart  as  good  as  ever  lodged  in  human  Breast.  But 
he  is  no  more,  and  those  that  know  him  best  will  lament  him  most. 
You  who  have  gone  thro'  various  Scenes  of  Life  have  weighed  and 
considered  the  Uncertainty  of  Human  AiFairs,  will  look  upon  this 
Stroke  of  Fate  as  a  Philosopher  ought  to  do,  and  bear  it  as  becomes 
a  Man  of  your  Understanding. 

"  The  Defeat  of  our  Troops  appears  to  me  to  be  owing  to  the 
want  of  Care  and  Caution  in  the  Leaders,  who  have  been  too  se- 
cure, and  held  in  too  great  Contempt  the  Indian  Manner  of  Fighting; 
even  by  Capt.  Orme's  Account  they  were  not  aware  of  the  Attack. 
And  there  are  others  that  say  the  French  &  Indians  lined  the  Way 
on  each  Side  and  in  the  Front  behind  Intrenchments,  that  we  knew 
Nothing  of  till  they  fired  upon  us.  To  be  thus  surprized,  and  as 
it  were  surrounded  by  ye  Enemy  without  knowing  that  there  were 
any  near  Us,  argues  an  uncommon  Neglect  some  where ;  And  the 
Panick  of  the  Soldiers  is  not  so  much  to  be  wondered  at.  The  Vic- 
tory they  have  gained  is  certainly  very  compleate,  having  taken  all 
the  Train  of  Artillery,  Baggage,  and  Amunition  that  was  with  the 
General,  And  obliged  us  to  make  a  hasty  Retreat  and  to  destroy 
the  greatest  Part  of  what  was  left  least  it  shod'  fall  into  their  hands. 

"  Give  me  Leave  my  good  Sir  to  beg  for  your  own  Sake  and  yu 
of  the  Publick  that  you  would  be  cautious  in  every  motion  you  make 
that  You  may  not  be  surprized,  for  unless  the  Enemy  can  get  some 
Advantage  of  that  kind  they  stand  no  Chance.  The  Wood'  Creek, 
down  wch>  You  are  to  pass,  is  a  narrow  crooked  Stream  covered  with 
Trees  on  each  Side,  where  you  will  be  liable  to  be  attacked  to  great 
Disadvantage,  and  where  the  French  will  doubtless  endeavor  to 
surprize  you  if  you  give  Or  their  Indians  the  least  Opening. 
I  imagine  they  will  move  from  Ohio  to  oppose  You  at  Niagara  or 
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U  they  must  now  be  fu:' 

:n  and  no  longer  afraid  of  an  Attack  upon  the  That 

their  Strength  at  Da  Qneane  -certain  I  Me, 

and  from  anything  that  apr  very  much  so  to    ti 

who  -eems  to  have  had  no  Intelligence  of  the  Enemy's  Numbers, 
but  to  have  held  them  in  high  Contempt,  and  to  have  been  too  sure 
of  Success  :   Upon  this  Rx-k  I  am  afraid  he  .         - :-  how 

can  we  acc:-  for  what  has  happened. 

u  You  will  receive  this  by  a  special  1 1  r  who  I  have  sworn 

serve  the  Instructions  I  Lave  given  him,  which,  among  other 
things,  are  to  take  no  Letters  but  from  Me,  and  to  d  Noth- 

ing of  the  Defe  the  death  reneral,  or  any 

other  Circumstances  relating  to  our  Forces  to  the  "^lesa 

to  You  or  in  your  Presence ;  I  thought  this  Caution  necessary  that 
you  might  if  you  thought  proper  conceal  this  Matter  from  your 
own  Forces  and  Indians,  or  publish  what  part  of  it  You  thought 
fit. 

"By  the  Death  of  General  Braddock  the  Chief  Commander  of 

rces  devolves  upon  You,  and  you  will  -  resolve  upon 

some  Measures  to  retrieve  the  Blow  that  has  been  given  us,  w**-  I 
am  in  hopes  the  Season  will  Yet  allow  You  time  to  do.  I  have 
summoned  my  Assembly  upon  ye  Occasion.  And  have  laid  before 
them  the  Distress  that  this  Defeat  will  bring  nj  ".utry, 

and  have  some  hopes  that  they  will  do  something  for  their  own 
Safety  while  they  are  under  the  Influence  of  their  Fears;  And  if 

should  not,  I've  some  expectation  of  raising  Twenty  or  Thirty 

-and  Pounds  by  way  of  Loan  to  the  Government  for  the  De- 
fence of  the  Province,  which  the  Lenders  will  desire  to  be  repaid 
by  a  Tax  laid  equally  upon  the  Province,  or  in  any  other  way  the 
Crown  may  direct.  Till  this  is  done  I  can  take  no  steps,  but  as 
soon  as  I  am  enabled  shall  leave  no  means  unessayed  to  put  the  Af- 
fairs of  the  Province  upon  the  best  footing  possible,  and  if  I  am 
furnished  with  sufficient  Cash,  make  no  doubt  of  raising  at  least 
2,000  Men,  which  with  what  may  be  soon  levyed  ill  labor- 

ing Governments,  the  remainder  of  the  English  Troops,  &  the  As- 
sistance from  New  England  that  I  shall  mention  below,  will  under 
a  proper  Commander  and  with  a  sufficient  Train  of  Artillery,  still 
make  the  Ohio  too  hot  for  the  French,  wch-  will  reflect  great  Honour 
upon  you  &  put  it  in  your  Power  the  next  Summer,  in  Case  of  a 
War,  to  drive  'em  intirely  from  this  Continent. 

"As  the  2,000  Men  raised  in  new  England  ft  sen 
tia  have  already  taken  the  French  Forts  at  Chig  5?"  John's 

River,  and  have  Transports,  Convoys,  and  every  thing 
with  them,  will  it  not  be  easy  for  them  to  come  immedial 
Province   by  Water,  and   as  there  is  an  open  Wagg  MD    B  m  1  from 
hence   to  within  5  miles  of  the  French  Fort,  and  as  this  Province- 
&  New  Jersey  abound  with   Horses,  Carriages,  Cattle,  and   Pro 

VOL.  VI — 32. 
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visions,  will  it  not  be  the  best  and  most  effectual  way  of  driving 
the  French  from  the  Ohio,  wch'  You're  sensible  is  a  Point  the  King 
and  Duke  have  much  at  Heart.  As  to  a  Train  we  have  here  a 
number  of  fine  Iron  18  Pounders  and  Strength  of  Horses  to 
transport  them  any  where;  and  the  new  England  Troops  have 
Mortars  &  shells  with  them,  and  Ammunition  may  easily  be 
supplied. 

"  You  know  best  what  Terms  those  Men  were  raised  upon,  &  how 
far  (all  Circumstances  considered)  it  will  be  right  to  employ  them 
upon  this  Service;  if  an  Encouragement  of  Money  will  make  that 
easy  to  ye  Men,  I  am  in  hopes  I  shall  be  enabled  to  give  them  an 
additional  Pay,  &  mention  these  things  to  You  with  no  other  Tiew 
than  to  give  you  Time  to  consider  these  Matters,  for  if  our 
People,  either  in  a  public  or  private  Capacity,  enable  me  to  do 
any  thing  to  the  Purpose  I  shall  imediately  write  You  fully  upon 
these  Matters. 

"  G-eneral  Braddock  some  time  ago  desired  me  to  raise  him  Men 
for  the  Two  Regiments  under  his  immediate  Command,  in  wch'  Ser- 
vice I  employed  Mr.  Bewzill,  the  Gentleman  I  introduced  to 
You  at  New  Castle,  and  he  has  in  few  Bays  got  25  Men,  and  I 
shall  keep  him  employed  in  the  same  Service  till  I  have  your 
Directions  to  the  Contrary,  And  I  take  the  Liberty  to  recommend 
him  to  your  favour  in  the  Disposal  of  the  Vacaneys  the  late  Defeat 
has  made. 

"  I  am  sorry  I  have  been  laid  under  a  Necessity  from  the  Situa- 
tion of  Affairs  to  treat  of  Matters  of  Business  to  You  at  such  a 
time,  But  the  Safety  of  the  Colonies,  the  Regard  you  have  for  them, 
and  yr*  present  Command,  subjects  you  to  this  as  it  done  &  will 
do  to  many  other  Inconveniences.     I  am,  with  great  Regard, 

"  Dear  Sir,  Your  most  obed''  and  most  affect' nate  h'ble  Servf-' 

"ROBT*H.  MORRIS. 

"  To  His  Excellency  G-eneral  Shirley." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia  on  Monday  the  28th  July,  1755. 
present : 

The  Honble.  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esqr.,  Lieutenant 
Governor. 

John  Penn,  Robert  Strettell, ") 

Joseph  Turner,  Richard  Peters,    >  Esquires. 

Lynford  Lardner,  j 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Dunbar  of  the  16th  Inst,  from  the  Camp 
near  the  great  Crossing,  and  one  from  Mr.  James  Burd  of  the  25th 
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were  read,  &  follow  in  these  Words,  And  a  Message  form'd  thereon 
to  the  Assembly : 

A  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  Coll.  Dunbar. 
"  From  the  Camp  near  ye  great  Crossings,  July  16th,  1755. 
"Sir: 

u  Your  Letter  with  some  Papers  relative  to  your  Assembly,  &  a 
new  Map  of  part  of  this  Country,  came  to  me  Yesterday ;  as  they 
were  directed  for  His  Majesty's  Service  I  open'd  them.  General 
Braddoek  &  Sir  Peter  Halket  being  killed,  with  too  many  more  of 
our  Army  in  our  Engagement  wtb'  ye  French  near  Turtle  Creek,  Six 
Miles  from  Fort  Du  Quesne,  as  now  called.  All  of  y'  Army  that 
cou'd  come  back  joined  me  at  about  40  Miles  Distance.  I  have  now 
with  me  300  wounded  officers  &  Soldiers.  I  propose  leaving  as 
many  of  them  at  Fort  Cumberland  as  it's  possible  to  provide  for, 
and  leave  the  Independant  Companies  to  G-arison  that  Place.  The 
Virginia  Company  I  design  sending  to  their  respective  Provinces  to 
be  recruited  as  soon  as  possible. 

u  I  have  sent  an  Express  to  Captain  Hogg,  who  is  covering  the 
People  cutting  Your  New  Road,  as  I  can't  think  his  advancing  that 
Way  safe,  to  retire  imediately.  I  send  this  Letter  to  him  to  for- 
ward, and  will  very  soon  give  You  a  more  particular  Account  of 
this  unhappy  Catastrophe  in  the  best  Manner  I  can  collect;  as  I  was 
not  there  I  can  only  tell  you  what  I  hear  from  others. 

"It  was  General  Braddock's  Intention  to  quarter  the  2  Regi- 
ments with  You  this  Winter,  and  I  am  now  on  my  March  for  that 
Purpose,  &  beg  You'll  be  so  good  as  to  provide  Quarters  for  about 
an  Hundred  Officers  &  I  believe  1,200  Men  will  do — An  Hospital 
will  be  absolutely  necessary.  I  can't  say  when  I  shall  have  an 
Opportunity  of  kissing  your  Hand,  but  it  shall  be  as  soon  as  my 
Situation  will  permit.  I  am,  with  the  greatest  Regard,  Sir, 
"  Your  most  humble  &  most  obed'-  Servant, 

"  THO.  DUNBAR. 

"  I'll  do  myself  the  Honour  of  writing  to  You  soon  &  be  more 
particular.     I  never  underwent  such  Hardships  of  late. 

"  To  the  Honble.  Robert  H.  Morris,  Esq1"-" 


A  Letter  to  the  Governor  fron  Mr.  James  Burd. 

"  Shippensburg,  25th  July,  1755. 
«  Hond.  Sir : 

"  On  the  17th  Curr'-  when  on  the  Top  of  the  Allegheny  Mount0, 
We  received  an  Express  from  Governor  James  Innes  from  Fort  Cum- 
berland, giving  us   an   Account   that   Gen1,  Braddoek   had   been 
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attacked  &  had  met  with  a  very  considerable  Loss ;  That  he  wag 
wounded  badly,  Sr>  John  St-  Clair  wounded,  and  Sr'  Peter  Halkett 
killed,  And  that  the  Army  was  upon  a  Retreat  and  desired  that  we 
might  immediately  retreat.     We  began  our  Retreat  on  Wednesday 
the  18th  curr1,  and  march'd  that  Day  18  Miles  to  a  House   wch-  I 
formerly  mentioned  to  You  we  had  kept  our  Stores  in  for  some 
short  time;  We  carried  all  our  Provisions  and  Cattle  with  us  so  far. 
On  Thursday  Morng-  I  begged  of  the  People   to  assist  me  with 
their  Horses   to    carry  our  Provisions   to   Fort   Cumberland,  wch' 
they  absolutely  declined,  upon  wch-  I  employed  17  of  our  Carry5' 
Horses   and   loaded   them   with    Flour,   and   marched  with   them 
and    Captain    Hogg's    Company  to  Fort    Cumberland.     The    Re- 
mainder being  52  Baggs  of  Flcur  and  1   Bagg  of  Salt  I  left  at 
said  House,  not  being  able  to  carry  them  along.     The  Cattle  were 
all  lost  in  the  Woods,  as   I  cou'd  not  prevail  upon  a  Party  to 
hunt  them  up.     Sunday  at  Noon  I  arrived  at  Fort  Cumberland  with 
13  Bags  of  Flour,  the  other  4  we  eat  upon  our  March.     As  I  had 
jour  Honour's  particular  Commands  to  endeavor  to  please  and  fol- 
low the  Instructions  of  General  Braddock  and  Sr-  John  St.  Clair, 
upon  my  Arrival  at  the  Fort  I  waited  on  Sr"  John  S1,  Clair  and  let 
him  know  what  I  had  done,  and  that  I  was  there  ready  to  do  what- 
ever he  and  the  G-eneral  shou'd  think  necessary  to  be  done  by  our 
Province  with  regard  to  Roads.     Pie  told  Me  that  I  had  done  my 
Duty,  and  did  not  doubt  but  I  wou'd  continue  so  to  do.,  but  as  the 
Greneral  was  dead  that  I  must  wait  the  arrival  of  Coll.  Dunbar, 
who  was  Commanding  Officer,  wch*  I  agreed  to  do;  And  accordingly 
immediately  upon  the  Arrival  of  Coll.  Dunbar  I  was  sent  for.     The 
Collonel  told  me  He  intended  to  march  the  Troops  imediately  to 
Philada«     I  told  the  Colon1,  that  if  it  was  thought  necessary  that  I 
cou'd  open  the  Road  from  our  Road  at  Ray's  Town  to  Fort  Cum- 
berland in  a  Fortnight  or  3  weeks  at  farthest  (imagining  that  a  Fort 
wou'cl  be  imediately  erected  at  that  Place  to  shut  up  the  other  Road 
to  save  our  Back  Inhabitants).     The  Collonel  told  me  that  as  there 
was  some  sort  of  a  Road  from  Fort  Cumberland  to  the  Mouth  of 
Connegochegue  that  it  wou'd  be  better  to  make  use  of  that  for  the 
March  of  the  Troops  than  to  wait  the  Opening  of  the  Road  I  pro- 
posed, And  that  He  wou'd  send  his  Waggons  round  by  Winchester 
and  from  thence  to  Phflada-     He  enquired  of  me  what  Provisions  I 
thought  there  might  be  at  Shippensburg.     I  told  him  I  cou'd  not 
well  answer  the  Question,  but  that  I  believed  there  was  100  Head 
of  Cattle.     I  gave  him  the  Name  of  the  Comissary  Mr.   Swaine, 
and  He  told  Me  he  wou'd  send  an  Express  to  Mr.  Swaine  w(h*  Orders 
what  to  do,  and  that  I  shou'd  meet  him  and  the  Troops  at  the  Mouth 
of  Connegochegue,  and  endeavour  to  assist  him  in  his  March,  wch'  I 
promised  to  do.     Then  he  desired  me  to  go  to  dinner  with  him  that 
he  might  relate  the  whole  Affair  that  has  happened,  that  I  might 
be  able  to  communicate  it  to  yr-  Honour,  and  is  as  follows :  '  On 
Wednesday  the  9  th  Currt#  there  was  a  small  Body  of  French  and 
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Indians  (about  500,  and  never  was  any  more  on  the  Ground)  dis- 
covered by  the  Guides  at  a  small  Run  called  Frazier's  Run,  about  7 
Miles  on  this  Side  the  French  Fort  (this  is  over  the  River  Monori- 
gahela);  they  were  on  the  Side  of  a  Hill.  The  Guides  immediately 
informed  the  General,  who  marched  the  Troops  on  and  formed  them. 
The  Battle  began  at  1  o'clock  after  Noon,  and  continued  3  Hours. 
The  Enemy  Kept  behind  Trees  and  Loggs  of  Wood,  and  cut  down 
our  Troops  as  fast  as  they  cou'd  advance.  The  Soldiers  then  in- 
sisted much  to  be  allowed  to  take  to  the  Trees,  which  the 
General  denied  and  stormed  much,  calling  them  Cowards,  and 
even  went  so  far  as  to  strike  them  with  his  own  Sword  for  at- 
tempting the  Trees ;  Our  Flankers  and  many  of  our  Soldiers  that 
did  take  to  the  Trees  were  cut  off  from  the  Fire  of  our  own  Line, 
as  they  fired  their  Platoons  whereyer  they  saw  a  Smoak  or  Fire. 
The  one-half  of  the  Army  engaged  never  saw  the  Enemy,  particu- 
larly Cap'*  Waggoner,  of  the  Virginia  Forces,  marched  80  Men  up 
to  take  Possession  of  a  Hill,  on  the  Top  of  the  Hill  there  lay  a 
large  Tree  about  5  Feet  Diameter,  wch*  Captain  Waggoner  intended 
to  make  a  Bulwark  of;  he  marched  up  to  the  Logg  with  the,  Loss 
of  only  3  men  killed  by  the  Enemy,  and  all  the  Time  his  Soldiers 
carried  their  Firelocks  shoulder'd,  when  they  came  to  the  Logg 
they  began  to  fire  upon  the  Enemy,  As  soon  as  their  fire  was  dis- 
covered by  our  Line  they  fired  from  our  own  Line  upon  him,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  retreat  down  the  Hill,  and  brought  off  with  him 
only  30  Men  out  of  80  ;  and  in  this  Manner  was  our  Troops  chiefly 
destroyed.  Sir  Peter  Halket  and  one  of  his  Sons  was  killed  in  the 
Beginning  of  the  Action,  Sir  John  St#  Clair  was  presently  after 
wounded  by  a  Bullet  in  the  Right  Breast;  the  Gen1,  had  5  Horses 
shot  under  him,  and  at  last  was  shot  thro'  the  Be^ly,  he  was  car- 
ried off  a  considerable  way  from  the  Field  of  Battle  and  dyed  of 
his  Wound,  and  was  buryed  across  the  Road.  The  General  had 
with  him  all  his  Papers,  which  are  entirely  fallen  into  the  Hands  of 
the  Enemy,  as  likewise  about  Twenty-five  Thousand  Pounds  in 
Cash,  All  the  Waggons  that  were  with  the  General  in  the  Action, 
All  the  Ammunition,  Provisions,  Cattle,  &ca,»  Two  12  pounder  Can- 
non, Six  4  Pounders,  Four  Cohornes,  and  Two  Hortts,  with  all  the 
Shells,  &M-  The  Loss  of  Men  as  nigh  as  Col1,  Dunbar  cou'd  com- 
pute at  that  Time  is  700  killed  &  wounded,  the  one-half  killed ; 
about  40  Officers,  a  list  of  which  as  far  as  I  at  present  can  give 
Your  Honour,  you  have  below.  Coll.  Dunbar  retreated  w"1*  1,500 
effective  Men,  He  destroyed  all  his  Provisions  except  what  he  cou'd 
carry  along  with  him  for  Subsistence;  He  arrived  on  Tuesday  about 
'2  o'Clock  at  Fort  Cumberland  with  the  Troops;  He  likewise  de- 
stroyed all  the  Powder  he  had  with  him,  to  the  Amount  I  think  of 
Fifty  Thousand  Weight;  His  Mortars  and  Shells,  &"•'  he  buryed, 
And  brought  with  him  to  our  Fort  Two  Six  Pounders;  He  cou'd 
carry  nothing  off  for  want  of  Horses.  This  is  as  good  and  just  an 
Account  as  I  at  present  can  give  Your  Honour,  as  I  arrived  here 
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late  last  night ;  And  I  hope  you'll  excuse  Blotts  and  Blunders  as  I 
am  much  confused  with  a  Party  of  the  People  from  the  Roads  that 
are  still  here  and  interrupting  Me ;  and  believe  me  with  great  Es- 
teem, 

"  Your  Honour's  Most  obedient  humble  Serv*" 

"JAMES  BURD. 
"Killed. — His  Excellency  General  Braddock,  Sr*  Peter  Hal- 
kitt,  Do.   Son,  Captain  H.  Polson,  Capt.  Perenee,  Lieut.  Se- 
maine,  Lt.  Waggoner. 

"Wounded. — Sr*  John  St.  Clair,  Captn*  Orme,  1st  Aid  de 
Camp,  Capt.  Gates,  Lt.  Howard,  Lieut.  Stewart,  Lieut.  Gray. 

"  The  above  are  all  the  GentmSf  Names  I  heard  mentioned.  As 
Coll.  Dunbar  was  just  arrived  and  quite  fatigued,  he  cou'd  not  give 
me  a  List,  but  I  will  endeavour  to  procure  a  particular  List  and 
send  your  Honour.  Enclosed  are  sundry  Letters  from  Coll.  Dun- 
bar, &ca-'  which  the  Gentlemen  beg  Your  Honour's  particular  Care 
in  forwarding  immediately. 

"  Governor  Morris." 


A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
"  Gentlemen : 

"I  have  just  now  received  Information  from  Fort  Cumberland 
that  Colonel  Dunbar  arrived  there  on  the  22cl  Inst,  with  the  Army, 
having  about  300  wounded  Officers  &  Soldiers,  and  that  he  intended, 
as  soon  as  Circumstances  wou'd  admit,  to  march  to  this  City,  for 
which  he  is  already  making  the  necessary  Dispositions.  The  Re- 
moval of  the  Army  from  the  Frontiers  will  leave  the  Back  Settle- 
ments entirely  exposed  to  the  Incursions  of  the  French  &  Indians, 
who  are  flushed  by  their  late  Victory,  &  will  be  encouraged  by  the 
Retreat  of  the  Forces  to  penetrate  deep  into  the  Province,  and  the 
People  being  defenceless  will  immediately  quit  their  Habitations. 

"  I  lay  these  Matters  before  You  that  you  may  as  soon  as  possible 
fall  upon  Measures  for  the  Protection  of  the  Western  Frontiers,  in 
which  You  may  assure  yourselves  my  best  Assistance  shall  not  be 
wanting. 

"I  think  it  highly  necessary  that  His  Majesty  and  his  Ministers 
shou'd  as  soon  as  possible  Ibe  informed  of  what  has  happened,  and  of 
the  State  of  the  Province,  that  they  may  take  proper  Measures  for 
our  Security,  And  therefore  recommend  it  to  You  to  enable  me  to 
Dispatch  a  Vessell  to  England  for  that  Purpose. 

"ROBTH.  MORRIS. 

"  Philadelphia,  July  28th,  1755." 

The  Secretary  inform'd  the  Council  that  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
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acquainted  him,  immediately  after  delivering  the  Governor's  Mes- 
sage of  the  25th  Inst.,  that  the  House  thought  proper  Mr.  Weiser 
shou'd  be  sent  for,  and  wou'd  pay  all  reasonable  Expences,  and  that 
an  Express  was  accordingly  dispatched  for  Mr.  Weiser  and  had 
brought  his  Answer,  by  which  it  appear' d  that  he  was  indisposed, 
but  had  sent  his  Son  to  supply  his  Place. 

A  Letter  of  the  23d  Instant  from  the  Justices  of  Berks  County- 
concerning  the  Roman  Catholicks  there,  was  likewise  brought  by  the 
Express  and  read  in  these  Words,  viz'- : 

"Sir: 

"  As  all  our  protestant  Inhabitants  are  very  uneasy  at  the  Be- 
haviour of  the  Roman  Catholicks,  who  are  very  numerous  in  this 
County,  some  of  whom  shew  great  Joy  at  the  bad  News  lately  come 
from  the  Army,  We  have  thought  it  our  Duty  to  inform  Your 
Honour  of  our  dangerous  Situation,  and  to  beg  Your  Honour  to 
enable  Us  by  some  legal  Authority  to  disarm  or  otherwise  to  disable 
the  Papists  from  doing  any  Injury  to  other  People  who  are  not  of 
their  vile  Principles.  We  know  that  the  People  of  the  Roman 
Catholick  Church  are  bound  by  their  Principles  to  be  the  worst 
Subjects  and  worst  of  Neighbours,  And  we  have  Reason  to  fear  just 
at  this  Time  that  the  Roman  Catholicks  in  Cussahoppen,  where  they 
have  a  very  magnificent  Chappel  and  lately  have  had  large  Proces- 
sions, have  bad  Designs,  Por  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  that  Chappel 
it  is  reported  and  generally  believed  that  30  Indians  are  now  lurk- 
ing, well  armed  with  Guns  and  Swords  or  Cutlashes.  The  Priest 
at  Reading,  as  well  as  at  Cussahoppen,  last  Sunday  gave  Notice  to 
their  People  that  they  cou'd  not  come  to  them  again  in  less  than  9 
"Weeks,  whereas  they  constantly  preach  Once  in  4  Weeks  to  their 
Congregations]  Whereupon  some  imagine  they've  gone  to  consult 
with  our  Enemies  at  Du  Qaesne.  It  is  a  great  Unhappiness  at  this 
Time  to  the  other  People  of  this  Province  that  the  Papists  shou'd 
keep  Arms  in  their  Houses,  against  which  the  Protestants  are  not 
prepared,  who,  therefore,  are  subject  to  a  Massacre  whenever  the 
Papists  are  read}^.  We  pray  that  your  Honour  wou'd  direct  us  in 
this  important  Business  By  the  Return  of  the  Bearer,  whom  We 
have  sent  Express  to  your  Honour.  We  are,  May  it  please  your 
Honour, 

"  Your  Honour's  most  obedu  h'ble  SeiV*', 

"HENRY  HARVEY, 
"JAMES  READ, 
"WILLM-B1KP, 
"JONAS  SEELY, 
"CONRAD  WEISEB. 
«  To  the  Honb,e-  Govr.  Morris. 
"  Heidleberg,  July  23d,  1755." 
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And  the  following  Message  was  thereupon  sent  to  the  House  by 
the  Secretary,  who,  addressing  himself  to  the  Speaker;  said : 

"Sir— 

"  The  Governor  commands  me  to  acquaint  You  that  the  Express 
is  returned  from  Mr.  Weiser,  who  you  will  see  by  his  Answer  is 
indispos'd  and  cannot  come  himself,  but  has  sent  his  Son  to  meet 
and  accompany  Jagrea  and  the  other  Indians  by  his  House  to  this 
Town. 

"  Mr.  Weiser  reminds  him  of  the  Contents  of  the  Letter  lately 
communicated  to  You  concerning  the  Support  of  the  Indian  Wo- 
men from  Aughwick,  and  as  he  presses  for  an  Answer  You  will  be 
pleased  to  enable  the  Governor  to  give  one. 

"  The  Governor  lays  before  you  a  Letter  signed  by  Mr.  Weiser 
and  some  other  Justices  of  the  County  of  Berks,  representing  the 
State  of  the  Roman  Catholicks  in  that  Neighbourhood,  and  praying 
that  certain  Measures  may  be  taken,  concerning  which  he  wou'd  be 
glad  to  have  jour  Advice  &  Assistance." 

The  Governor  acquainted  the  Board  that  he  has  taken  into  Con- 
sideration his  Powers,  Instructions,  and  Letters  from  the  Propri- 
etaries, and  finding  himself  at  Liberty  to  make  an  Offer  of  Lands 
for  the  Encouragement  of  Volunteers  to  serve  in  the  present  Emer- 
gency, had  drawn  up  the  following  Message  to  be  forthwith  sent  to 
the  Assemblv  if  it  shou'd  meet  with  the  Council's  Approbation, 
which  was  read  and  very  much  approved,  and  afterwards  sent  to 
the  House : 

A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly, 
"  Gentlemen : 

"  On  the  present  Emergency  I  think  it  proper  on  the  part  of  the 
Proprietaries  to  propose  as  an  additional  Encouragement  to  such 
Persons  as  shall  now  engage  and  go  upon  an  Expedition  from  this 
or  the  Neighbouring  Provinces  to  remove  the  French  from  their 
Encroachments  on  the  River  Ohio,  to  grant  the  following  Quantities 
of  Land  West  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains  without  any  Purchase 
Money,  and  with  an  Exemption  for  the  Payment  of  Quit  Rent  for 
the  Space  of  15  Years  from  the  1st  Day  of  March  next,  vizt. : 

"  To  every  Colonel         -----  1,000  Acres. 

"  To  each  Lieut.  Coll.  &  Major        -  -  750      " 

"  To  every  Captain         -         -         -         -         -  500 

"  To  each  Lieuten'-  &  Ensign  -         -         -  400 

u  To  every  common  Soldier     -  200      " 

uThe  said  Lands  to  be  patented  to  the  respective  Officers  and 
Soldiers,  their  Heirs  or  Assigns,  without  any  Fees  or  Charges  but 
those  of  Surveying,  on  Condition  of  Settlement  within  the  Space 
of  3  Years  after  the  Removal  of  the  French.     And  I  do  recom- 
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mend  to  You  to  afford  some  Assistance  to  such  as  shall  incline  to 
accept  of  the  above  Terms,  and  make  Settlements  accordingly. 

«  ROBERT  H.  MORRIS. 
"Philadelphia,  July  20th,  1755." 

The  Assembly  in  the  Fall  sent  over  an  Address  to  His  Majesty 
in  Council  against  the  Governor  for  refusing  to  pass  the  Bill  for 
granting  Twenty  thousand  pounds  to  his  Majesty's  use,  which  was 
read  in  the  Privy  Council  on  the  15th  April,  and  by  the  Committee 
of  the  said  Council  for  Plantation  Affairs  it  was  referr'd  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  whose  report  thereon  having  been  transmitted  to 
the  Governor  by  the  Secretary  of  that  Board,  the  same  was  read  in 
these  words  : 

[l.   s.]  u  To  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  of  the   Committee  of 
his  Majesty 's  most  Honble.  Privy  Council  for  Plantation  Affairs. 
"  My  Lords  : 

u  Pursuant  to  your  Lordships'  Order  dated  the  15th  of  April  last, 
we  have  taken  into  Consideration  the  humble  Address  of  the  Repre- 
rentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  Setting 
forth  amongst  other  things  that  in  consequence  of  the  Letters  re- 
ceived from  his  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  they  had  prepared  and 
sent  up  to  the  Gov1--  of  the  said  Province  a  Bill  for  striking  Twenty 
thousand  Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  for  His  Majesty's  use,  but  that 
the  Governor  after  repeated  Solicitations  had  refused  to  pass  the 
same,  induced  thereto  as  they  believe  by  Restrictions  he  had 
received  from  the  Proprietaries  of  the  said  Province,  and  therefore 
humbly  beseeching  his  Majesty  if  after  hearing  them  upon  these 
important  Heads  it  shou'd  be  made  appear  that  such  Proprietary 
Restrictions  are  of  dangerous  Consequence  to  the  British  Interest 
or  an  Infringement  of  their  Charter,  that  he  would  be  graciously 
pleased  to  Grant  them  such  Redress  as  may  be  agreeable  to  Com- 
passion and  Justice. 

"  And  having  been  attended  by  Mr.  Partridge,  Agent  for  the 
said  Province,  by  Thomas  &  Richard  Penn,  Esquires,  the  Proprie- 
taries of  it,  and  by  Mr.  Paris  in  behalf  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor, 
and  heard  each  Party  by  his  Counsel,  we  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your 
Lordships, — 

"  That  the  only  allegation  upon  which  the  Prayer  of  this  address 
is  founded  is  that  of  the  Lieu'*  Gov1"*  being  restrained  by  some  In- 
structions from  the  Proprietaries  from  giving  his  Assent  to  the  Bill 
prepared  by  them  for  Issuing  Twenty  Thousand  pounds  in  Bills  of 
Credit  for  his  Majesty's  Service.  That  the  Petri-  have  not  been 
able  to  lay  before  us  any  proof  in  support  of  this  Allegation,  but 
that  on  the  contrary  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  the  least 
Reason  or  Foundation  for  such  a  Suggestion  or  B  'lief,  for  it  is  not 
only  declared  by  theLieut'-  Governor  In  the  Mess.tges  which  passed 
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on  this  Occasion  between  him  and  the  Assembly,  that  he  had  never 
received  any  Instruction  from  the  Proprietaries,  by  which  he  was 
restrained  from  giving  his  Assent  to  laws  of  this  Nature,  but  it  has 
also  been  declared  to  us  by  the  said  Proprietaries  that  they  never 
did  give  any  such  Instruction  as  is  suggested  in  the  address,  and  they 
offered  to  lay  such  Instructions  as  has  been  given  by  them  to  their 
Lieu4*  Gov1-*  before  his  Majesty  or  any  of  his  Ministers  whenever  he 
or  they  should  be  pleased  to  call  for  them. 

"For  these  Reasons  We  are  of  Opinion  that  the  sd«  Address 
should  be  rejected. 

"  How  far  the  Lieu4-  Governor  of  the  said  Province  is  justifiable 
in  rejecting  the  Act  in  Question  must  in  a  great  measure  depend 
upon  a  Consideration  of  the  Act  itself,  which  has  not  been  laid  be- 
fore us.  But  it  has  been  alledged  by  his  Counsel  in  his  behalf 
That  the  Bills  of  Credit  to  be  emitted  by  this  Act  were  to  be 
made  Current  for  Twelve  Years,  and  the  excise  Act  was  to  be  ex- 
tended to  that  Period  as  a  Fund  for  sinking  and  discharging  them. 
That  as  the  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the  Year  1750  for  restrain- 
ing Paper  Currency,  in  the  four  Colonies  of  New  England  limits  the 
Currency  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  which  it  permits  to  be  Issued  in 
those  Colonies  on  Sudden  and  extraordinary  Emergencies  in  case  of 
War  or  Invasion  to  five  Years,  the  Lieu4,  Gov1-*  thought  he  could 
not  be  justified  in  consenting  to  the  establishment  of  a  Paper  Cur- 
rency on  Terms  contradictory  to  the  sense  of  Parliament,  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  said  Act,  for  altho7  the  words  of  it  do  not  include  the 
Province  of  Pennsylvania,  yet  he  could  not  but  apprehend  that  the 
Reason  and  spirit  of  the  Act  must  extend  to  that  and  every  other 
Colony.  And,  therefore,  when  the  said  Lieu4,  Governor  refused  his 
Assent  to  the  said  Act,  he  gave  the  Assembly  repeated  Assurances 
that  he  would  join  with  them  in  any  Bill  for  striking  whatever  Sum 
they  might  think  Suitable  to  the  Emergency,  provided  they  wou'd 
establish  a  Fund  for  sinking  such  Emission  in  Five  Years. 

It  has  been  further  urged  as  another  Reason  why  the  said  Lieu4* 
Gov1"*  rejected  the  Act  in  Question,  that  the  extension  of  the  excise 
Act  for  so  long  a  Term  appeared  to  him  to  be  an  unnecessary  Bur- 
then upon  the  people  at  a  Time  when  the  state  of  the  publick  Funds 
and  revenue  might  well  afford  other  means  of  raising  Money  for  His 
Majesty's  Service. 

"But  as  the  said  Assembly  in  their  Address  to  his  Majesty  make 
strong  professions  of  Duty  and  Zeal  for  his  Service,  and  complain 
that  their  Lieu4-  Governor  has  hindered  them  from  demonstrating 
their  chearful  and  ready  compliance  with  the  Royal  Orders,  We 
shall  beg  leave  before  we  conclude  to  lay  before  your  Lordships  a 
short  state  of  their  Proceedings  upon  this  Occasion,  from  which  We 
conceive  the  best  Judgment  may  be  formed  of  the  Warmth  and 
Sincerity  of  that  Zeal  &  Readiness  which  they  profess : 

"  On  the  14th  February,  1754,  Mr.  Hamilton,  at  that  time  Lieu- 
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ten1*  Govr*  of  Pennsylvania,  acquainted  the  Assembly  with  his  hav- 
ing received  his  Majesty's  Comands  in  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of 
Holderness,  dated  the  28th  August,  1753,  in  case  the  Subjects  of 
any  Foreign  Prince  should  have  presumed  to  make  Encroachments, 
Erect  Forts,  or  commit  any  other  Hostilities  within  his  Majesty's 
Dominions,  if,  after  representing  to  them  the  Injustice  of  their  pro- 
ceedings they  should  not  desist,  to  draw  forth  the  Armed  Force  of 
the  Province  and  to  endeavour  to  repel  Force  by  Force,  and  to  call 
the  Assembly  and  engage  them  to  grant  such  Supplys  as  the  Exi- 
gence of  Affairs  might  require.  Mr.  Hamilton  also  laid  before  them 
the  Intelligence  he  had  received  from  the  Lieut.  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia with  respect  to  the  Answer  made  by  the  Commander  of 
the  French  Fort  on  the  Ohio  to  Major  Washington,  avowing  the 
Hostilities  he  had  committed,  and  declaring  his  Orders  from  the 
French  King  to  build  more  Forts  and  take  possession  of  all  the 
Country. 

"The  Message  with  which  Mr.  Hamilton  accompanied  these 
papers  were  taken  into  Consideration  from  day  to  day  to  the  27th  Feb- 
ruary, when  the  Assembly  sent  up  a  Message  to  him  in  which  they 
observe  that  the  Earl  of  Holdernesse's  said  Letter  had  very  minutely 
and  precisely  directed  the  several  Steps  to  be  taken  and  the  Cautions 
to  be  used  by  the  Governors  of  the  Colonies,  who  are  thereby  en- 
joined not  to  make  use  of  any  armed  Force  excepting  within  the 
undoubted  Limits  of  his  Majesty's  Dominions,  and  in  that  case  under 
certain  Restrictions.  That  it  would  be  presumptuous  in  them  to 
Judge  of  the  undoubted  Limits  of  his  Majesty's  Dominions  or  to  fix 
the  Boundaries  of  that  Province,  beyond  which  they  conceived  their 
own  Force  were  strickly  enjoined  by  no  means  to  Act  as  principals. 
That  their  Governor  had  not  made  the  necessary  Requisition  nor 
called  on  them  to  resist  any  attack  made  within  his  Government, 
but  to  grant  such  a  Supply  as  might  enable  him  to  raise  Forces  to 
be  ready  to  join  those  of  Virginia  early  in  March;  from  all  which 
they  conclude  that  it  would  be  most  prudent  in  them  to  wait  the  result 
of  the  Government  of  Virginia,  which,  so  far  as  they  knew,  had  not 
yet  made  any  provision  for  raising  forces,  and  to  see  what  the  Pro- 
vinces of  Maryland  and  New  Jersey  would  do  in  consequence  of  the 
like  Orders  from  the  Earl  of  Holderness. 

"  On  the  2d  March  Mr.  Hamilton  sent  a  very  full  and  strong 
Answer  to  the  foregoing  Message,  in  which  he  acquainted  the 
House  that  he  had  undoubted  Assurance  that  part  of  his  Majesty's 
Dominions  within  his  Government  was  at  that  time  Invaded  by  the 
Subjects  of  a  Foreign  Prince,  who  had  erected  Forts  within  the 
same,  and  desired  them  to  take  notice  that  he  did  then  call  on  thorn 
pursuant  to  his  Majesty's  Orders  to  grant  such  supplies  as  might 
enable  him  to  draw  forth  the  armed  Force  of  the  Province  and  to 
repel  Force  by  Force. 

"  On  the  4th  the  Lieuf-  Governor  laid  before  the  House  at  their 
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request  the  Grounds  on  which  he  founded  the  foregoing  Assertion/ 
that  Hostilities  were  at  that  time  committed  by  the  French  within 
his  Governments,  and  the  said  Grounds  were  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee, who  made  their  Report  on  the  7  th,  when  the  Question  being 
put  whether  the  Papers  and  Evidences  received  from  the  Governor 
make  it  clearly  appear  that  the  Subjects  of  a  Foreign  Prince  have 
Erected  Forts  within  the  undoubted  Limits  of  this  Government  ? 
It  passed  in  the  negative,  and  on  the  9th  they  sent  a  Message  to 
the  Lieu1-  Govr-  in  which  they  Abide  by  their  former  Opinion  of 
waiting  to  see  what  Measures  Virginia  will  take,  and  tell  him  that 
as  they  conceive  him  to  be  enjoined  not  to  Act  as  a  principal  beyond 
the  undoubted  Limits  of  his  Governm*-'  and  as  those  Limits  have  not 
been  clearly  ascertained  to  their  Satisfaction,  they  apprehend  his 
precipitate  call  on  them  to  Act  as  Principals  can  answer  no  good 
purpose  at  that  time,  and  therefore  desire  to  make  a  short  adjourn- 
ment. And  they  did  accordingly  adjourn  (notwithstanding  the 
Lieu1,  Gov1"3  endeavour  to  disuade  them)  to  the  6th  of  May. 

"  Mr.  Hamilton,  however,  Summoned  them  to  meet  him  on  the 
2nd  of  April,  and  on  the  next  day  he  informed  them  by  Message  of 
the  Intelligence  he  had  received  from  Mr.  Dinwiddie  with  respect  to 
the  provision  made  by  the  Assembly  of  Virginia,  reminded  them  of 
his  former  Messages  in  Consequence  of  the  Earl  of  Holclernesse's 
Letter,  and  of  their  professions  of  Zeal  &  Readiness,  and  pressed 
them  in  the  strongest  Terms  to  grant  such  aid  to  his  Majesty  as 
might  be  suitable  to  the  Exigence  of  the  Service. 

"  Od  the  5th  of  April  the  House  took  this  Message  into  Consid- 
eration, and  after  a  long  Debate  it  was  resolved  by  a  Majority  of 
two  (the  number  being  18  to  16)  that  a  sum  of  Money  shou'd  be 
given  to  his  Majesty's  use. 

"  On  the  8th  a  Bill  was  accordingly  brought  in,  and  a  Debate 
arising  at  the  third  Reading  on  the  9th  concerning  the  sum  to  be 
inserted  as  given  to  the  King's  use,  the  follow5'  Questions  were  put 
and  passed  as  undermentioned  : 

"  Whether  the  sum  of  Twenty  thousand  pounds  should  be  given? 

"It  passed  in  the  Negative — 25  to  28. 

"  Whether  Fifteen  thousand  pounds  should  be  given  ? 

"It  passed  in  the  Negative — 25  to  10. 

"  Whether  Ten  thousand  pounds  should  be  given  ? 

"  It  passed  in  the  Negative — 22  to  11. 

"  The  next  day,  being  the  10th,  was  spent  in  the  further  Con- 
sideration of  the  sum  to  be  granted ;  and  the  Question  being  put 
on  the  11th  whether  the  sum  of  £5,000  should  be  given  to  his 
Majesty's  use,  that  also  passed  in  the  Negative — 22  to  10;  and  the 
House  adjourned  to  the  7th  of  May. 
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"On  that  day  Mr.  Hamilton  laid  before  them  the  Account  he 
had  received  from  Colonel  Washington  of  the  Surrender  of  the 
Fort  which  the  Virginians  were  building  near  the  Mouth  of  the 
Mohongialo  to  the  French,  with  several  other  Letters  and  Papers  of 
Intelligence  from  the  Lieut'-  Gov"  of  New  York  and  Virginia. 

"  On  the  8th  of  May  the  Question  was  again  put  whether  £20,000 
should  be  given  to  his  Majesty's  use,  &  it  again  passed  in  the  Nega- 
tive by  so  great  a  Majority  as  24  to  8. 

"  The  Question  was  likewise  put  whether  £15,000  should  be  the 
sum  given,  &  that  likewise  passed  in  the  Negative — 22  to  10. 

"It  was,  however,  carried  by  a  Majority  of  two  (17  to  15)  that 
the  Sum  of  £10,000  should  be  given  to  his  Majesty's  use;  and  on 
the  10th  the  Assembly  passed  a  13111  for  striking  £30,000  in  Bills 
of  Credit,  and  for  granting  £10,000  thereof  to  the  King's  use,  &ca- 
and  sent  it  up  to  the  Lieut.  Gov1--'  who  refused  to  pass  it,  as  appears 
by  his  Message,  for  the  same  Reasons  as  Mr.  Morris  is  alledged  to 
have  rejected  the  Bill  since  offered  to  him. 

"  The  Present  Lieut.  Gov1"-'  Mr.  Morris,  arrived  in  the  Province 
in  the  begining  of  October,  1754,  and  having  on  the  15th  of  that 
Month  represented  to  the  Assembly  the  dangerous  situation  of 
Affairs,  and  earnestly  recommended  it  to  them  in  his  Majesty's  name 
to  exert  themselves  in  so  critical  a  juncture  in  defence  of  their 
Country,  he  received  for  answer  on  the  18th  that  as  they  found  the 
late  Assembly  had  done  what  was  most  consistent  with  the  Trust  re- 
posed in  them  to  comply  with  the  royal  Orders  sent  to  the  several 
Colonies  by  the  Earl  of  Holderness  in  his  name  of  the  28th  of 
August,  1753,  so  the  Governor  might  likewise  depend  on  their  doing 
whatever  could  be  reasonably  expected  whenever  their  Assistance 
could  be  applied  to  any  valuable  purpose  j  But  as  they  knew  not 
at  that  time  where  to  direct  their  Aid  they  desired  to  make  a  short 
Adjournment,  and  they  did  accordingly  adjourn  to  the  3rd  of  De- 
cember. 

"On  that  day  Mr.  Morris  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  which  he 
had  received  from  Sir  Thomas  Bobinson,  one  of  his  Majesty's 
principal  Secretary  of  State,  Signifying  his  Majesty's  express  com- 
mands to  the  said  Gov'*  'That  he  should  not  only  Act  Vigorously  in 
Defence  of  the  Government  under  his  care,  but  that  he  should  like- 
wise be  aiding  &  assisting  to  His  Majesty's  other  Colonies  to  repel 
any  Hostile  Attempts  made  against  them.' 

"  In  answer  to  the  Speech  which  Mr.  Morris  made  to  them  upon 
this  Occasion,  the  Assembly  acquainted  him  on  the  12th  that  they 
had  almost  unanimously  resolved  to  Grant  £20,000  for  the  King's 
use,  and  they  soon  after  sent  up  to  him  the  Bill,  which  after  having 
been  the  subject  of  a  long  Altercation  between  the  said   Governor 
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and  Assembly,  gave  rise  to  the  Address  which  is  now  before  your 
Lordships. 

"  We  are,  my  Lords,  Your  Lordships  most  Obedient  and  most 
humble  Servants, 

"(Signed)     DUNK  HALLTFAX, 
"JAMES  OSWALD, 
"J.  PELHAM, 
"FRAN.  FANE. 
"  Whitehall,  May  30th,  1755." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia  on  Friday  the  1st  of  August, 
1755. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
ten'*  Governor. 

Robert  Strettell,   ") 
Richard  Peters,      ^Esquires. 
Lynford  Lardner,  J 

On  Wednesday  a  Bill  Entituled  "  An  Act  for  raising  Fifty  thou- 
sand pounds  for  the  King's  use  by  a  Tax  of  Twelve  pence  ^  pound 
and  twenty  shillings  ^  Head,  Yearly  for  two  Years,  on  all  the  Es- 
tates real  and  personal,  and  Taxables  within  this  Province/'  was 
presented  to  the  Governor  for  his  Concurrence,  with  the  following 
Address  in  answer  to  his  Honour's  Speech  of  the  24th  Instant : 


"  To  the  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire, 

Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  cfrca-' 
u  The  Address  of  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  said 

Province  in   General  Assembly  met,  at  Philadelphia,  the  30th 

day  of  the  7th  Month  called  July,  1755. 
"  May  it  please  the  G-overnor  : 

"  We  have  deliberately  and  seriously  considered  the  Governor's 
Speech  of  the  twenty-fourth  Instant,  together  with  the  Letters  and 
Papers  he  has  been  pleased  to  lay  before  us,  by  which  we  find  that 
the  defeat  of  the  Forces  under  the  immediate.  Command  of  General 
Braddock,  and  the  Retreat  of  Colonel  Dunbar  to  Fort  Cumberland, 
are  attended  with  very  shocking  Circumstances;  Nevertheless  it 
gives  us  real  satisfaction  under  the  unfortunate  and  unexpected 
change  in  our  Affairs  that  this  Province  has  seasonably  and  chear- 
fully  comply'd  with  the  Demands  of  the  King's  Forces,  and  that 
no  part  of  this  unhappy  defeat  can  be  laid  to  our  charge. 

"  We  think  it  our  Duty  on  this  Occasion  to  be  neither  Parsimo- 
nious nor  tenacious  of  such  matters  as  have  been  in  dispute  and  are 
now  under  the  Consideration  of  our  Superiors;  but  reserving  to 
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ourselves  all  our  just  Rights  we  have  resolved  to  grant  Fifty  thou- 
sand Pounds  for  the  King's  use  by  a  Tax  on  all  the  real  and  per- 
sonal Estates  within  this  Province,  in  which  we  shall  proceed  with 
all  possible  Dispatch,  hoping  to  meet  in  the  Governor  the  same 
good  Dispositions  he  so  earnestly  recommended  to  us. 

"  The  Governor's  call  of  our  House  at  this  Time  is  agreeable  to 
us,  as  it  impowers  us  to  exert  ourselves  yet  farther  in  the  Service 
of  our  Country;  And  the  like  Opportunity  given  to  the  Lower 
Counties  under  the  Governor's  Administration  we  doubt  not  will 
be  acceptable  to  them  and  add  their  Contribution  to  the  common 
Cause  before  the  Time  to  which  they  stand  adjourned. 
"  Signed  by  Order  of  the  House. 

"  ISAAC  NORRIS,  Speaker." 

The  Governor  laid  before  the  Council  a  Letter  from  Govr-  De 
Lancey  of  the  26th  Instant  relating  to  an  Embargo : 

"  New  York,  26  July,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"  As  Information  had  been  given  that  the  French  at  Louisburgh 
are  in  want  of  Provisions,  &  as  it  was  apprehended  that  the  stopping 
all  supplys  from  the  Northern  Colonies  might  at  this  time  greatly 
distress  the  Fleet  and  Army  which  the  French  have  at  Louisburgh 
&  Canada,  and  perhaps  disappoint  their  designs  on  the  British 
Colonies,  I  have,  therefore,  Yesterday,  by  the  advice  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Council,  laid  an  embargo  to  restrain  the  Exportation  of  Pro- 
visions and  Warlike  Stores  till  further  Order,  hoping  you  will  do 
the  same,  as  the  step  taken  here  will  be  of  a  little  avail  unless  you 
fall  into  the  same  measure.     I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  most  Obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 

"JAMES  DE'LANCEY. 

"  Governor  Morris." 

Which  being  taken  into  Consideration,  together  with  the  present 
Circumstauces  of  the  Port,  it  was  not  thought  proper  that  the 
General  Embargo  should  be  received,  especially  as  there  was  a 
standing  prohibition  by  Act  of  Assembly  against  the  Exportation 
of  Provisions,  &ca-  and  the  Governor  acquainted  Governor  De'lancey 
with  this  resolve  by  Letter  of  this  date. 

The  following  Letters  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Governor  Shirley, 
the  Justices  of  Cumberland  County,  and  Colonel  Dunbar,  were  read 
and  ordered  to  be  entered,  as  also  a  Letter  from  the  Governor  to 
the  Honble-  Thomas  Penn,  Esqr.,  of  the  30th  July,  1755: 

A  Letter  from  the  Governor  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

"  Philadelphia,  July  30th,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"  A  few  days  ago  I  received  an  Account  of  the  Defeat  of  the 
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Forces  under  General  Braddock,  within  about  six  Miles  of  Fort 
Duquesne.  The  Action  happened  on  the  ninth  Instant,  and  by  the 
best  Information  I  can  get  of  it  our  Army  upon  the  crossing  a  small 
River  near  the  Fort  fell  into  an  Ambuscate  and  was  almost  encom- 
passed by  about  seven  hundred  French  and  Indians,  who  kept  a 
continual  Fire  for  three  hours  upon  our  Troops  from  behind  Trees 
and  in  Trenchments  which  they  had  thrown  up  four  days  before, 
and  killed  great  numbers  without  being  themselves  in  the  least 
exposed,  which  struck  such  a  Panick  into  our  Troops  that  it  was 
impossible  to  keep  them  from  the  greatest  confusion,  tho'  the- 
Officers  behaved  in  a  most  extraordinary  manner,  as  you  will  see  by 
the  enclosed  Letter  from  Captain  Ormes,  who  was  Aid-de-Camp  to 
the  late  General  Braddock,  and  by  the  list  of  the  Killed  and 
Wounded.  The  General  had  Five  Horses  killed  under  him,  and 
at  last  received  a  wound  in  his  breast  of  which  he  afterwards  dyed. 
All  his  train  of  Artillery  are  lost,  the  Military  Chest  and  all  his 
Papers,  together  with  all  his  Baggage,  Provisions,  and  Ammunition, 
so  that  they  have  obtained  a  Uompleat  Victory,  and  are  now  so 
strengthen'd  by  our  Gannon  that  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  dislodge 
them.  Colonel  Dunbar,  who  was  with  the  heavy  Baggage  about 
forty  Miles  from  the  place  of  action,  received  the  remains  of  the 
General's  broken  division,  and  either  before  or  soon  after  the  General's 
death  having  destroyed  his  Provisions  and  Ammunition  and  buried 
his  Shells  &  Cohories,  made  a  hasty  retreat  to  Fort  Cumberland, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  22nd  Instant,  and  you  will  see  by  his  Let- 
ter to  me,  a  Copy  of  which  I  have  the  Honour  to  Inclose,  that  he 
intends  to  march  immediately  to  this  City  into  Quarters.  But  as 
that  will  be  leaving  the  French  and  their  Indians  quite  at  Liberty 
to  destroy  all  the  back  Settlements  in  this  Province  as  well  as  Vir- 
ginia &  Maryland,  and  as  they  are  flushed  with  their  late  success, 
and  will  be  encouraged  by  the  Retreat  of  the  Army,  they  will  cer- 
tainly penetrate  far  into  this  Province  and  lay  waste  the  Country,  as 
the  Inhabitants  have  neither  Arms  or  Ammunition  to  defend  them- 
selves, nor  are  they  formed  into  a  Militia  for  want  of  proper  Laws, 
which  I  have  in  vain  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  my  Quaker  As- 
sembly to  pass. 

"  I  have  informed  Gen'-  Shirley,  who  is  now  on  his  march  for 
Niagara,  of  this  defeat,  which  will  be  the  means  of  his  meeting  with 
some  resistance  there  than  he  at  first  expected,  as  most  of  the 
Troops  that  were  at  Ohio  will  doubtless  be  drawn  to  the  defence  of 
that  important  Pass,  And  have  called  my  Assembly  together  and 
recommended  to  them  the  taking  Measures  to  prevent  the  bad 
Effects  this  reverse  of  our  Affairs  will  have  upon  this  Province,  but 
have  no  great  reason  to  expect  they  will  act  with  vigour  tho'  this 
Country  is  so  nearly  concerned.  I  am,  Sir, 
"  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 

"  ROBT"  HUNTER  MORRIS. 

"To  his  Excellency  Sir  Thomas  Robinson." 
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A  Letter  from  the  Governor  to  General  Shirley. 

"  Philadelphia,  July  30th,  1755. 
u  Dear  Sir : 

"  I  yesterday  received  the  Inclosed  Letters,  which  Informed  me 
that  Colonel  Dunbar  with  the  Forces  under  his  Command  arrived 
at  Fort  Cumberland  on  the  22d  Instant,  and  I  am  much  surprized 
at  his  Intention  to  march  immediately  to  this  town  and  desiring  me 
to  provide  him  Winter  Quarters  in  the  Month  of  July.  It  gives 
me  some  concern  to  observe  that  after  the  General's  defeat,  which 
was  a  very  extraordinary  one,  and  the  return  of  the  forces  to  Dun- 
bar's division,  such  a  panick  should  prevail  as  to  induce  an  Army  of 
fifteen  hundred  effective  Men  to  destroy  all  their  Provisions,  Ammu- 
nition, and  Baggage,  and  make  a  precipitate  retreat,  when  it  does  not 
appear  that  they  had  any  knowledge  of  a  greater  number  of  French 
and  Indians  than  five  hundred;  and  it  appears  full  as  Extraordinary 
to  me  and  every  body  here  that  the  Colonel  should  have  any  thoughts 
of  coming  to  this  town  all  this  season  and  leaving  the  back  Inhabi- 
tants of  this  and  the  neighbouring  provinces  exposed  to  the  Incur- 
sions of  the  Indians  and  the  French  at  Liberty  to  draw  all  their 
Forces  to  Niagara,  which  they  certainly  would  not  do  if  an  Army 
was  kept  upon  the  Western  Frontiers,  from  which  they  would  expect 
an  Attack. 

"I  laid  these  Letters  before  my  Assembly,  who  by  a  Message 
have  requested  me  to  use  my  endeavours  to  keep  those  Troops  upon 
the  Frontiers  for  the  Protection  of  the  Settlement,  at  least  till  the 
winter  season.  You  will,  therefore,  give  me  leave  to  propose  to  you 
to  order  that  such  parts  of  the  troops  as  shall  not  be  wanted  for  the 
Garrison  of  Fort  Cumberland  be  posted  in  the  Towns  of  Shippens- 
burgh  and  Carlisle,  and  at  or  near  a  place  called  McDowell's  Mill, 
where  the  new  lload  to  the  Allegheny  Mountains  begins,  at  which 
places  there  are  numbers  of  houses  for  the  Soldiers,  and  where  they 
can  be  well  supply'd  with  every  thing  necessary,  it  being  as  Plentiful 
a  Country  as  any  in  this  Province ;  should  these  Troops  be  permitted 
to  come  from  the  frontiers  it  will  encourage  the  French  Indians  to 
penetrate  far  into  the  Settlements,  and  I  am  already  informed  that 
all  the  Inhabitants  beyond  the  Sasquehaima,  which  are  near  one- 
fourth  of  the  Province,  will  immediately  quit  their  Farms  and  leave- 
that  Country  to  the  Mercy  of  the  Enemy.  If  this  can  be  prevented, 
with  great  submission  I  conceive  it  ought,  and  I  am  sure  if  your 
Excellency  has  no  immediate  Service  for  these  troops  you  will  order 
them  to  be  posted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  afford  Protection  to  bo 
great  a  number  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  instead  of  Lying  Idle  in 
this  City,  where  such  of  them  as  do  not  desert  will  be  continually 
drunk.  For  this  purpose  I  send  this  by  express  to  you,  and  imagine 
Colonel  Dunbar  will  be  on  his  March  from  Fort  Cumberland  before 
you  can  possibly  receive  it,  as  he  proposed  to  be  at  the  Mouth  ol 
vol.  vi. — 33. 
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Conogogee  by  the  7th  of  August,  and  by  the  return  of  this  Messen- 
ger may  be  near  Carlisle,  as  the  Road  from  Potomack  thither  is 
very  good.  I  do  not  conceive  that  his  coming  as  far  as  Carlisle  or 
Shippensburgh  will  at  all  hinder  the  Forces  from  being  in  a  readi- 
ness to  march  to  Ohio  this  fall  if  it  should  be  Judged  necessary, 
for  they  will  then  be  nigh  the  new  Road  to  the  Allegheny  Moun- 
tains, along  which  an  Army  may  March  with  much  more  ease  than 
by  the  Road  that  Gen1.  Braddock  took. 

"  Among  the  other  things  taken  from  us  at  the  late  Defeat  were 
the  General's  Commission  and  Instructions,  with  all  his  Papers,  and 
the  Military  Chest  with  twenty-five  thousand  pounds ;  this  will  be 
attended  with  very  bad  consequences,  as  the  money  will  enable  them 
to  engage  numbers  of  Indians,  and  as  the  want  of  it  will  render  the 
subsistance  of  the  Army  somewhat  more  difficult.  I  mention  these 
things  to  you  that  you  may  take  orjjler  in  time  about  them,  and  if 
you  could  by  Indians  or  otherwise  intercept  the  General's  papers  in 
their  way  to  Canada  it  would  be  a  Glorious  thing. 

"  The  more  Accounts  I  receive  about  the  Action  the  more  I  am 
convinced  that  our  Defeat  was  owing  to  the  want  of  Conduct  in  the 
Commanders,  who  suffered  themselves  to  fall  into  an  Ambuscade  in 
which  they  were  exposed  to  the  Enemy's  fire  from  all  sides  without 
seeing  them,  and  could  only  fire  at  their  Smoak;  the  confusion 
natural  in  such  a  situation  made  the  slaughter  more  terrible,  and  the 
General  and  his  Officers  persisting  in  the  men's  keeping  thjjir  Ranks 
and  firing  in  platoons  gave  the  Enemy,  who  lay  secure  behind  Logs 
and  Trees,  all  the  advantages  they  could  wish,  and  'tis  said  was  one 
of  the  causes  of  the  most  shameful  blow  that  ever  English  troops 
received,  for  I  don't  find  that  any  of  the  French  or  Indians  were 
killed,  or  that  they  had  more  than  five  hundred  in  the  Action,  and 
some  say  not  so  many.   . 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  &  most  humble- 
Servant, 

"ROBT-H.  MORRIS. 

"To  his  Excellency  Governor  Shirley." 


A  Letter  from  the  Governor  to  the  Justices  of  Cumberland  Count?/ 

&  Sheriff. 

"  Philadelphia,  July  80th,  1775. 
^Gentlemen : 

"  Colonel  Dunbar  who  has  now  the  Command  of  the  Forces  at 
Fort  Cumberland  has  informed  me  of  his  Intention  to  March  them 
into  this  Province,  and  by  the  time  you  receive  this  I  believe  he 
will  be  in  Motion  •  and  having  requested  him  to  post  part  of  his 
troops  at  the  Town  of  Carlisle  and  Shippensburg,  and  near  a  place 
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called  McDowell's  Mill,  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants  of  his 
Province,  and  particularly  those  West  of  Sasquehanna,  I  must 
strongly  recommend  it  to  you  to  wait  on  him  as  soon  as  he  comes 
in  or  near  your  County  and  afford  him  and  his  Officers  all  the  As- 
sistance in  your  Power,  not  only  as  to  themselves  but  as  to  the  Sol- 
diers under  their  Command;  and  as  it  will  be  very  Advantageous 
to  your  County  should  those  troops  be  posted  in  the  manner  I  have 
requested,  I  hope  and  expect  that  you  will  take  care  that  they  be 
as  well  as  possible  provided  with  Houses  and  every  other  necessary, 
and  that  upon  the  most  reasonable  Terms,  for  you  may  be  assured 
they  will  not  be  suifered  to  continue  there  a  moment  longer  than 
they  are  well  used. 

"  I  am,  Gentlemen,  Your  humble  Servant, 

"ROB?-  H.  MORRIS." 


A  Letter  from  the  Governor  to  Colonel  Dunbar: 

"Philadelphia,  July  31st,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"  I  am  favored  with  yours  of  the  sixteenth  Instant,  which  came 
to  my  hands  but  three  days  ago,  and  have  since  been  informed  by 
Mr.  Burd,  of  your  Arrival  at  Fort  Cumberland  on  the  twenty- 
second,  upon  which  I  congratulate  you  and  hope  the  Officers  and 
Men  that  were  wounded  in  the  late  unfortunate  Affair  are  upon  the 
Recovery. 

"  As  soon  as  I  was  informed  of  the  defeat  of  the  Forces  under 
G-eneral  Braddock,  I  Summoned  the  Assembly  of  this  Province  that 
they  might  take  proper  Steps  to  retrieve  the  Loss  we  sustained  in 
that  Action,  and  they  are  considering  of  the  means  necessary  to 
that  end,  and  I  have  hopes  that  they  will  enable  me  to  take  some 
vigorous  Measures  upon  the  present  Occasion,  in  which  I  have  no 
room  to  doubt  but  the  neighboring  Provinces  will  join,  and  we  may 
yet  attempt  the  reduction  of  the  French  Fort  on  the  Ohio  this  Year, 
and  probably  be  successful. 

"But  then  this  Measure  so  absolutely  necessary  to  humble  the 
Insolence  of  the  French,  prevent  the  cruel  Assassinations  of  the 
Indians,  and  retrieve  the  glory  of  His  Majesty's  Arms,  cannot  be 
executed  unless  the  Army  under  your  Command  shall  continue  on 
the  Frontiers,  for  should  you  march  your  Troops  to  this  City  you 
must  be  sensible  that  the  Grain  of  a  plentiful  Harvest  may  be  de- 
stroyed by  the  savages,  the  Inhabitants  drove  off  from  their  Farms, 
and  all  that  extensive  and  Rich  Country  which  lies  West  of  the 
River  Sasquehannah  be  abandoned  and  laid  waste,  and  in  conse- 
quence thereof  the  march  of  the  Army  against  the  French  at  Ohio 
either  this  Year  or  the  next  rendered  almost  impracticable,  as  it 
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will  be  very  difficult  to  supply  such  an  Army  with  Provisions  or 
the1  necessary  Carriages  when  that  part  of  the  Country  best  situ- 
ated for  such  supply  shall  be  destroyed,  and  its  Inhabitants  become  a 
Burden  upon  the  rest  of  the  Province. 

"  You  will  see  the  Sense  the  Assembly  now  sitting  have  of  this 
matter  by  their  Message  to  me  on  the  head,  which  is  inclosed ;  and 
agreeable  to  their  Request  I  take  the  liberty  to  lay  these  matters 
before  you,  and  if  they  should  receive  your  Approbation,  and  you 
encline  to  the  measures  proposed,  I  request  of  you  to  order  such 
parts  of  the  Troops  as  you  shall  not  otherwise  employ  to  be  posted 
on  the  great  Road  leading  from  Patowmec  to  this  City,  at  or  near 
the  place  called  McDowell's  Mill,  at  the  Town  of  Shippensburg  and 
the  Town  of  Carlisle,  which  are  in  a  very  plentiful  part  of  this 
Province,  and  where  the  Troops  may  be  well  supply'd. 

"  Some  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  Country  have  al- 
ready left  their  farms,  and  the  better  sort  of  them  have  been  with 
me  to  beg  that  they  may  not  be  laid  under  the  hard  necessity  of 
quitting  their  habitations,  or  of  being  exposed  to  the  cruelties  of 
the  Indians. 

"  Whatever  be  the  disposition  you  may  make  of  the  Troops  upon 
the  present  occasion,  I  shall  be  proud  of  the  pleasure  of  your  Com- 
pany in  this  Town,  where  it  will  be  my  endeavour  to  make  every 
thing  as  agreeable  to  you  as  possible. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  Obedient  humble  Servant, 

"  ROBT  H.  MORRIS. 
"  To  Colonel  Dunbar." 

The  Governor  wrote  the  following  Letter  to  the  Mayor,  Recorder, 
and  Alderman  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia : 

"  In  Council,  the  1st  August,  1755. 
aGentlcmen  : 

"  I  have  received  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Dunbar,  who  has  the 
command  of  his  Majesty's  Forces  at  Fort  Cumberland,  informing 
me  that  he  is  on  his  March  with  two  Regiments  to  this  City,  and 
desiring  I  will  provide  Quarters  for  about  an  hundred  Officers  and 
twelve  hundred  men. 

"I  have  used  my  endeavours  with  the  Colonel  that  those  Regi- 
ments may  be  posted  on  the  West  side  of  Sasquehannah  for  the 
Protection  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province  against  the  Incur- 
sions of  the  Enemy  ;  but  not  knowing  what  success  my  Application 
may  meet  with  I  think  it  best  to  be  prepared  in  case  he  should 
march  here,  and,  therefore,  desire  you  will  make  the  necessary  pro- 
visions as  well  for  Quarters  as  for  an  Hospital,  which  by  the  Ex- 
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tract  of  his  Letter  to  me,  sent  you  herewith,  you  see  he  thinks 
absolutely  necessary. 

"  I  am,  Gentlemen,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"ROBTH.  MORRIS." 


A  Letter  from  the   Governor  to  the  Honourable  TJiomas  Penn,  Es- 
quire. 
"Philadelphia,  July  31st,  1755. 
"  Sir : 

"  On  the  16th  I  wrote  you  from  Carlisle,  in  Cumberland,  given 
an  Account  of  the  defeat  of  our  Forces  under  General  Braddock  in 
the  imperfect  manner  I  then  had  it  from  deserted  Waggoners,  which, 
however,  appearing  to  me  to  be  in  substance  true,  I  issued  writs  to 
summon  the  Assembly  on  the  23d  and  returned  to  Philadelphia, 
having  at  the  request  of  the  People  laid  the  Ground  for  a  wooden 
Fort  in  the  Town  of  Carlisle,  and  directed  one  of  the  same  kind  to 
be  formed  at  Shippensburgh,  and  the  people  being  much  disheart- 
ened and  inclining  to  quit  their  plantations,  I  encouraged  them  to 
Act  with  resolution  in  their  own  defence,  and  formed  four  Compa- 
nies of  Militia,  to  whom  I  distributed  some  Powder  and  Lead,  and 
have  since  sent  a  greater  Quantity  into  that  County. 

"Soon  after  I  got  to  town  I  received  many  Letters  giving  a  more 
perfect  Account  of  the  defeat  of  the  Forces,  and  among  others  one 
from  Captain  Orme,  a  Copy  of  which  you  have  herewith,  relating 
the  particulars  of  the  Engagement,  with  a  list  of  the  Officers  killed 
&  wounded.  From  the  several  Accounts  that  are  given  of  that  un- 
happy affair,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  our  forces  were  surprized 
and  fell  into  an  Ambuscade  for  want  of  the  precaution  necessary  in 
marching  thro'  an  uninhabited  Wilderness;  That  the  General  dis- 
pised  an  Enemy  of  whose  strength  and  situation  he  was  not  suffi- 
ciently informed,  and  contemn'd  the  Indian  manner  of  fighting  in  a 
Country  where  it  has  infinite  advantages.  But  that  you  may  form 
your  Judgment  of  this  Affair,  I  send  you  all  the  Letters  and  Papers 
that  have  come  to  me  upon  the  head.  What  greatly  surprises  me 
is,  that  Colonel  Dunbar,  who  says  the  Enemy's  numbers  were  not 
more  than  five  hundred,  should  with  fifteen  hundred  effective  men 
make  a  precipitate  retreat,  or  rather  flight  from  where  he  was  at  the 
time  of  the  Action,  and  destroy  his  Provisions,  Ammunition,  and 
Baggage.  This  I  say  is  what  I  cannot  account  for,  as  he  certainly 
might  have  defended  himself  there  by  proper  intrcnchinents,  or  even 
without  them,  against  an  Enemy  said  to  be  much  weaker  than  him- 
self, and  his  continuing  there  would  have  had  at  least  this  good 
Effect,  that  the  French  must  have  kep'd  their  forces  at  Duqneane, 
which  they  are  now  at  Liberty  to  employ  at  Niagara  or  to  harrass 
Shirley  in  his  way  thither,  and  the  Army  would  in  that  ease  have 
been  a  protection  to  the  back  parts  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  this 
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Province;  and  you  will  see  by  his  Letter  to  me  of  the  16th  Instant 
that  he  proposes  even  to  come  to  this  Town  to  winter  Quarters  im- 
mediately, which  is  entirely  leaving  the  hack  County  exposed  to  the 
Incursions  of  the  Indians,  who  will  certainly  destroy  every  thing 
beyond  the  Sasquehannah  if  the  people  should  stay  when  the  Army 
retires,  which  I  have  reason  to  think  they  will  not,  but  will  quit 
their  farms  and  come  in  with  the  Army  or  immediately  after  them. 

"  Upon  this  head  I  have  sent  to  the  Assembly,  who  have  requested 
me  to  use  my  Endeavours  that  those  troops  may  be  posted  upon  the 
Western  Frontiers,  at  least  till  the  winter  season,  and  I  have  wrote 
to  General  Shirley  to  give  order  accordingly,  and  I  think  it  is  most 
for  his  Majesty's  service  in  the  present  conjuncture  that  those  forces 
should  be  posted  at  Conegogee,  Shippensburgh,  and  Carlisle,  as 
they  will  then  be  in  a  plentiful  Country,  or  the  Western  frontiers 
of  this  Province,  which  will  be  thereby  secured  and  very  near  the 
new  Road  that  is  open'd  to  the  Allegheny  Mountains,  and  along 
which  any  forces  that  shall  be  raised  for  the  Ohio  Service  must  go, 
that  road  being  already  carry'cl  within  about  fifteen  or  twenty  Miles 
of  the  Road  that  the  General  took,  and  is  much  better  than  that 
round  by  Fort  Cumberland. 

u  Our  Assembly  talk  of  giving  fifty  thousand  pounds,  and  to  sink 
the  same  by  a  Tax  upon  all  lands,  proprietary  as  well  as  others,  and 
mean  by  that  to  drive  you  and  your  Government  into  the  hard  alter- 
native of  consenting  to  have  your  Estate  here  taxed  by  the  people's 
Assessors,  or  of  bearing  the  blame  both  here  and  in  England  of  re- 
fusing to  contribute  any  thing  towards  the  defence  of  the  Province  ; 
I  have  therefore  resolved  to  make  an  Offer  of  Lands  to  the  westward 
of  the  Allegheny  mountains  to  those  that  shall  engage  and  go  upon 
an  expedition  to  remove  the  French  from  the  Ohio,  as  you  will  see 
by  the  enclosed  message  to  the  Assembly,  upon  which  I  had  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Penn,  Mr. 
Turner,  Mr.  Lardner,  &  Mr.  Peters,  in  the  manner  and  for  the  rea- 
sons that  you  will  have  more  fully  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Peters  than 
I  have  time  to  mention  here.  This  offer,  which  I  do  not  expect 
will  be  accepted  from  what  pass'd  with  Mr.  Franklin  previous  to  the 
making  it,  will,  I  think,  put  them  in  the  wrong  at  home,  tho'  it 
should  fail  of  having  any  effect  upon  the  people  here,  which  I  im- 
agine it  will  not  intirely  do;  and  if  the  offer  could  have  been  made 
upon  the  same  terms  as  in  Virginia  it  would  have  left  them  less- 
room  to  find  fault.  I  know  not  whether  I  shall  be  in  time  for  a 
Ship  that  is  bound  from  New  York  to  Hull,  by  which  I  intend  this 
to  give  you  as  early  an  account  of  this  sad  defeat  as  I  can,  that  you 
and  the  Governments  may  take  your  measures  accordingly ;  but  tho* 
in  consequence  of  this  defeat  the  Province  is  exposed  to  imminent 
and  immediate  Danger,  yet  no  Dependance  is  to  be  had  on  the  As- 
sembly or  people  here  for  any  Assistance  of  consequence,  as  they  are 
in  such  a  temper  that  the  danger  of  their  Country  has  not  the  effect 
upon  them  that  it  ought  to  have;  The  principal  thing  they  have  in 
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view  being  to  distress  you  and  your  Governor  into  a  complyance 
with  them,  or  to  oblidge  you  to  give  up  your  Government;  the 
former  they  seem  to  have  laid  aside  the  hopes  of,  and  therefore  bend 
their  force  to  obtain  the  latter. 

"  General  Shirley,  who  was  at  Albany  on  the  23rd,  will  find  the 
taking  of  Niagara  more  difficult  by  Braddock's  defeat  and  Dunbar's 
retreat.  The  great  difficultys  and  delays  which  he  has  met  with  in 
the  course  of  his  own  and  the  Crown  Point  expedition  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  New  York  has  made  him  thus  late  in  his  March,  and  pro- 
bably may  be  the  means  of  his  miscarriage,  but  I  suppose  he  has 
mentioned  these  things  to  the  ministry,  and  I  much  wonder  since 
there  were  things  of  such  consequence  going  on  in  America,  and  a 
new  Govern'-  was  named  for  that  Province,  that  he  was  not  sent  out 
in  time. 

"  I  am,  Honour' d  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Ser- 
vant, 

"ROBT-  H.  MORRIS. 
"  To  the  Honble.  Thomas  Penn,  Esquire." 

The  Governor  having  received  the  following  Letter  from  Colonel 
Dunbar  whilst  the  Council  was  sitting,  the  same  was  read  as  follows : 

A  Letter  to  the  Governor  from  Colonel  Dunbar. 

"  Fort  Cumberland,  July  24th,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"  I  did  myself  the  favour  of  writing  to  you  a  few  days  since  but 
in  such  a  hurry  that  don't  know  what  I  said,  and  fear  you'l  be  at  a 
loss  to  read  it.  So  much  I  remember  as  mentioning  my  intention  of 
taking  my  winter  Quarters  at  Philadelphia,  as  it  was  General  Brad- 
dock's  design  the  two  Regiments  should  be  there. 

il  I  have  been  told  since  that  Gen1  Braddock  threatned  that 
Province  with  giving  the  Men  free  Quarters.  This  may  make  the 
people  unwilling  to  Quarter  us,  but  this  is  not  my  scheme,  which  I 
beg  you'l  assure  them.  All  I  desire  is  that  the  troops  may  be  with 
them  as  they  are  in  Quarters  in  England,  and  that  the  magistrates 
will  not  suffer  the  Markets  to  be  raised  on  them.  I  am  persuaded 
you  know  all  those  things  so  well  that  you'l  settle  every  thing  so  as 
to  make  all  concerned  easy,  and  I  promise  I'll  do  all  in  my  power 
to  maintain  Friendship  and  good  Understanding  between  the  In- 
habitants and  Military,  as  it  has  been  my  endeavour,  which  I  never 
failed  succeeding  in,  and  hope  for  the  same  good  fortune  now. 

"As  I  was  not  in  the  late  unhappy  affair,  I  can  give  but  acch  an 
account  as  collect  from  various  people ;  all  that  can  be  depended  on 
is  that  the  General  received  a  Wound  which  he  died  four  days  after 
of,  Sir  Peter  Halket  killed  on  the  spot,  and  about  800  Officers  and 
Soldiers  killed  and  wounded,  all  the  Artillery  lost,  and  Ammunition 
with  all  the  baggage.    With  this  you'l  receive  two  packets,  y°  one  for 
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the  Secretary  of  Warr,  the  other  for  G-eneral  Napier,  both  which 
pray  forward  with  all  dispatch,  and  if  there  be  an  opportunity 
immediately  for  Ireland,  send  the  Letters  for  that  place  by  it,  but 
should  an  opportunity  first  offer  for  England,  send  them  that  way. 
Should  the  account  of  the  late  affair  reach  our  Friends  before  they 
hear  from  us,  it  may  cause  great  distress.  I  hope  you'l  pardon  the 
freedom  I  take.  j 

"I  hear  Gen1'  Shirley  is  at  Oswego.  I  have  sent  an  Indian 
Express.  I  have  told  him  I  am  on  my  March  to  Philadelphia,  and 
hope  to  meet  his  instructions  at  Shippensburg,  where  I  shall  write 
to  you  again  from.     I  am,  with  great  Esteem,  Sir, 

"  Your  most  humble  and  obedient  Servant, 

"  THOs-  DUNBAR. 
"To  Governor  Morris." 

The  Governor  likewise  received  a  Letter  from  Governor  De 
Lancey,  which  was  read  in  these  words : 

"  New  York,  28th  July,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"I  received  yours  of  the  24th,  which  has  put  an  End  to  all 
doubts  and  hopes  as  to  the  Fate  of  the  Army  under  General  Brad- 
dock.  However,  this  disaster  ought  not  to  amaze  us  tu  necede 
mails,  but  rather  excite  us  to  unite  in  vigorous  measures  ;  why  may 
not  the  Army  be  recruited,  a  new  train  be  procured  out  of  the 
King's  Ships,  &  another  Essay  be  made  this  season  ?  The  French 
Army  cannot  stay  on  the  Ohio  till  October,  if  they  do  they  can- 
not return  to  Montreal;  besides,  after  this  success  and  the  remains  of 
the  Army  retreating  to  Wills'  Creek,  they  will  conclude  we  have 
abandoned  all  thoughts  of  Fort  Duquesne  this  year,  so  that  if  we 
renew  the  Attempt  I  think  we  have  reason  to  promise  ourselves 
success  ;  if  something  be  not  done  or  at  least  attempted  the  French 
will  be  insolent,  their  Indians  embolden'd,  and  ours  disheartned; 
the  papers  you  mentioned  were  not  inclosed  to  me.  I  sent  the  list 
of  the  slain  to  Captain  Kinnier  that  he  might  take  a  proper  time  to 
mention  to  General  Shirley  the  loss  of  his  Son,  a  very  deserving 
Young  Gentlemen;  this  will  be  a  great  Affliction  to  him. 

"I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  Obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 

"JAMES  DE  LANCEY. 

"I  have  ordered  the  Assembly  to  meet  next  week. 
"  To  Governor  Morris." 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  Monday  the  5th  of  August, 
1755. 

PRESENT  : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  H.  MORRIS,  Esqr.,  Lieutenant 
Governor. 

John  Penn,         )  -,-, 
Richard  Peters,  |Es1uires- 

A  Bill  entituled  "  An  act  for  raising  £50,000  for  the  King's  use 
by  a  Tax  of  twelve  pence  ^  pound  and  Twenty  shillings  ^  head, 
Yearly  for  two  Years,  on  all  the  Estates  Real  and  Personal  and 
taxables  within  this  Province/'  was  read  and  amended,  and  Amend- 
ments and  Bill  sent  to  the  House. 

"  Several  persons  living  near  this  City  who  were  employed  in 
cutting  the  new  Road  thro'  Auchquick  in  Cumberland  county,  for 
the  use  of  the  Army,  made  complaint  to  the  Governor  that  the 
Overseers  of  that  Road  being  gone  to  the  Camp  they  were  obliged 
to  come  down  without  their  pay  or  any  Settlement  of  their  Ac- 
counts, and  desired  as  they  were  poor  and  could  not  subsist  them- 
selves that  something  might  be  paid  to  them  out  of  the  public 
Stock.  Their  request  was  recommended  to  the  House  in  a  verbal 
message  by  the  Secretary,  together  with  an  Account  sent  to  the 
Governor  by  Mr.  Shippen  of  Lancaster,  for  money  advanced  to 
sundry  of  them  to  assist  them  in  their  going  to  the  Road  to 
work." 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Dunbar  was  read  in  these  words : 

"Fort  Cumberland,  August  1st,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"With  this  you'l  receive  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Boscawen, 
which  pray  put  under  cover  to  him,  directed  to  him  or  Officer  com- 
manding his  Majesty's  Ship  at  Halifax,  and  if  the  dispatches  I  sent 
you  are  not  gone  or  an  opportunity  immediately  offering,  I  would 
request  your  sending  all  to  Halifax  directed  as  before. 

"I  march  from  this  to-morrow  with  about  1,200  Men.  When  I 
shall  have  the  honour  of  seeing  you  at  Philadelphia  is  uncertain  on 
account  of  the  long  march.  I  hope  every  thing  will  be  fusillitated 
for  our  reception.  It  would  give  me  infinite  pleasure  to  hear 
from  you  on  my  March.  I  flatter  myself  with  agreeable  news 
of  our  Friends  at  Sea  and  General  Shirley.  The"  latter  is  my 
greatest  concern,  as  I  am  assured  he  will  meet  with  a  vigorous 
opposition. 

"I  have  here  the  Virginia  and  Maryland  Companies  with  some 
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of  the  Train  to  protect  this  Fort  and  the  General  hospital,  where 
there  is  about  400  Wounded  or  Sick.     I  am,  with  great  regard, 
"  Sir,  Your  most  humble  and  Obedient  Servant, 
"THOMAS  DUNBAR. 
"  To  Governor  Morris. 

"  P.  S. — I  fear  Ladys,  wives  to  Gentlemen  kiPd,  are  come  or 
coining  to  Philadelphia.  If  they  arrive  &  want  a  little  Assistance 
be  so  good  as  to  supply  them.  Mrs.  Hansard,  Mrs.  Brereton,  and 
Mrs.  Hart  is  their  names." 


At  the  Governor's,  Friday  the  eighth  day  of  August,  1755. 
present  : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  |  ^ 

Richard  Peters,    J     '"" 

The  Owendats  and  Jagrea. 

Conrad  Weiser,  Interpreter. 

Mr.  Weiser  yesterday  acquainted  the  Governor  that  Jagrea  and 
some  Warriors  of  the  Nation  of  the  Owendats  were  arrived,  and 
that  they  expected  the  usual  Compliments,  on  which  the  Secretary 
was  sent  to  them  to  bid  them  welcome  with  a  string  of  Wampum; 
and  about  two  hours  afterwards  the  Governor  in  person  with  some 
of  his  Council  paid  his  Compliment  to  them  and  invited  them  to 
Dinner. 

After  Dinner  they  spoke  by  Jagrea  to  the  Governor  as  follows  : 
"Brethren  : 

"  These  are  some  of  the  Warriors  of  the  Owendats,  and  are  come 
to  see  their  Brethren  in  consequence  of  the  Message  sent  by  me 
last  Winter.  They  are  not  the  very  Men  to  whom  that  Message 
was  sent  j  they  are  other  persons  sent  by  the  Old  Men  and  the 
Warriors,  who  would  have  come  themselves  if  it  would  not  have 
given  too  much  Suspicion  at  this  time.  They  return  the  Belt  the 
Governor  sent  to  them  that  he  may  thereby  know  they  had  received 
it,  and  by  this  String  they  assure  him  tho'  they  do  not  come  them- 
selves yet  they  are  his  fast  and  hearty  friends." 

Here  they  returned  the  Belt  and  String. 

Gave  another  String  for  themselves. 

The  Governor  made  answer  that  their  visit  was  extremely  agreable, 
and  that  they  should  find  the  kindest  Reception. 

He  informed  them  that  Scarrooyady  with  Andrew  Montour  and 
some  of  the  Warriors  of  the  six  Nations  were  on  the  Road  to  this 
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City,  and  as  soon  as  they  came  he  wou'd  send  for  the  Owendats  and 
give  them  further  marks  of  his  regard  ;  and  accordingly  on  Tuesday 
the  thirteenth  Scarrooyady  came  to  town,  and  two  Messages,  one 
of  Condolance  for  the  Loss  of  his  Son  and  the  other  of  Yvrelcome, 
were  sent  to  him  by  the  Secretary. 


MEMORANDUM.  > 

On  the  9th  instant  the  Governor  received  and  sent  to  the  House 
a  Letter  from  the  Commissioner  for  cutting  the  Road  for  the  use 
of  the  Army,  wherein  they  say  £5,000  will  be  wanted  to  pay  off 
the  workmen. 


At  a  Council  held  at  the  State  House  on  Friday  the  15th  day  of 
August,  1755. 

present :  * 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor.. 

John  Penn,  Benjamin  Shoemaker,  \  ^ 

Robert  Strettell,  Richard  Peters,  )        x 

Scarrooyady  and  the  six  Nation  Indians. 

Jagrea  and  the  Owendats. 

Conrad  "Weiser,  Esquire,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Montour,  Interpre- 
ters. 
"  Brethren,  the  Owendats  or  Tchanundatyhagas  : 

"  Our  good  Friend  and  Brother  Scarrooyady  presented  Jagrea  to 
me  in  the  winter,  telling  me  he  was  charged  with  a  Message  from 
some  of  the  principal  Warriors  of  the  Owendats,  to  assure  the 
English  of  their  Friendship  for  them  and  abhorrence  of  the  French 
Schemes,  and  that  they  had  a  desire  to  come  and  see  their  Brethren, 
but  would  come  under  Ground  and  appear  at  any  place  they  should 
appoint  in  the  Spring;  they  would  give  out  at  home  that  they 
were  going  to  trade,  but  when  they  were  in  the  woods  they  would 
turn  their  Forces  to  such  place  as  I  should  appoint. 

"  I  gave  this  answer  to  be  delivered  to  them  by  Jagrea.  That  his 
Majesty  had  committed  the  care  of  the  War  to  the  Governor  of 
Virginia,  and  I  had  just  received  Advice  from  England  that  the 
King  would  not  suffer  the  French  to  take  the  Lands  from  the  In- 
dians, but  would  send  a  large  Army  in  the  Spring  to  protect  the 
Indians  and  to  remove  the  French,  and  that  the  Army  was  to  Dome 
into  Virginia;  There  I  advised  them  to  go,  and  Scarrooyady  tolling 
me  at  the  same  time  that  he  was  sent  by  the  Governor  of  Virginia 
to  invite  the  six  nations  to  a  Treaty  at  Winchester,  I  desired  they 
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would  not  fail  to  meet  the  six  nations  there,  and  with  them  to  con- 
sult and  concert  proper  Measures. 
il  Brethren  : 

"  As  I  am  sensible  that  the  way  through  which  your  Road  lies 
has  many  Logs  and  obstructions  in  it,  You  give  us  the  stronger 
marks  of  your  Friendship  by  travelling  in  it  at  such  a  dangerous. 
There  are,  however,  no  obstructions  in  it  but  what  we  can  remove. 
Our  numllers  are  sufficient  to  make  it  perfectly  clear  and  passable 
by  all  our  friendly  Indians,  and  have  wished  for  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  them  in  this  City.  We  assure  you  by  this  String  that  we  are 
glad  to  see  you." 

Gave  a  String. 
"  Brethren: 

"  We  shall  take  care  to  give  you  some  testimonies  of  our  Affec- 
tion 5  we  shall  cloathe  you  and  supply  you  with  a  little  powder  and 
lead  to  enable  you  to  hunt  for  your  Subsistence. 
"  Brethren  ^ 

"  You  may  perhaps  find  it  difficult  to  hunt,  as  so  many  Men  are 
now  running  up  and  down  your  Grounds.  We  expect  you  will  con- 
tinue to  be  our  true  Friends  and  tell  us  when  you  hear  or  see  of  any 
thing  doing  against  us.  Good  Friends  always  tell  one  another  every 
thing  that  can  do  them  either  good  or  harm;  if  they  love  one  another 
they  watch  for  one  another's  good.  To  testify  our  regard  for  you, 
and  to  enable  you  to  continue  Faithful  to  us,  we  give  you  this  Belt." 

Gave  a  Belt. 

"  Brethren  the  Six  Nations  : 

"  You  have  heard  what  we  have  said  to  the  Owendats ;  we  say 
the  very  same  to  you. 

"  Your  coming  to  see  us  after  the  late  misfortune  in  the  loss  of 
the  General  and  the  Defeat  of  that  part  of  the  Army  that  was  with 
him,  shews  that  you  still  continue  our  true  and  hearty  Friends,  and 
we  take  this  visit  very  kindly." 

Gave  a  String. 
'  Brethren  of  the  Six  Nations  : 

"  You  that  are  now  here,  to  wit,  Scarrooyady,  Cashuwayon,  Fro- 
son,  Kahuktodon,  Attschechokatha,  Kashwughdaniunto,  Dyioquario. 

"  You  fought  under  General  Braddock,  and  behaved  with  Spirit 
and  Yalour  during  the  Engagement ;  we  should  be  wanting  to  our- 
selves not  to  make  you  our  hearty  acknowledgements  for  your  Fidelity 
and  Assistance.  We  see  you  consider  yourselves  as  our  Flesh  and 
Blood,  and  fight  for  us  as  if  We  were  of  your  own  kindred.  By 
this  Belt  we  return  you  our  hearty  thanks." 

Gave  a  Belt. 

The  Bill  for  raising  £50,000  for  the  King's  use  by  a  Tax  on  all 


PROVINCIAL  COUNCIL.  525 

Estates,  Real  and  personal,  within  this  Province,  was  returned  to  the 
Governor  by  the  House  on  the  fifth  instant  with  the  following 
Message : 

A  Message  to  the  Governor  from  the  Assembly. 
"May  it  please  the  Governor: 

"  The  Tax  of  the  proprietary  Estate  with  the  Estates  of  the 
People  of  the  Province  for  their  common  Security  in  this  time  of 
imminent  Danger,  seems  to  us  so  perfectly  equitable  and  just  that 
we  are  surprized  the  Governor  should  propose  it  as  an  Amend- 
ment to  our  Bill  that  the  Proprietary  Estate  be  in  this  instance 
exempted. 

"  As  the  occasion  urges  we  are  extremely  desirous  to  come  as 
soon  as  possible  to  a  Conclusion  in  the  business  of  this  sitting,  and 
do,  therefore,  entreat  the  Governor  would  be  pleased  to  acquaint 
us  explicitely  whether  he  is  restricted  by  the  Proprietaries  from 
passing  the  Bill  as  it  stands  in  that  particular,  though  it  were  other- 
wise consistent  with  his  Judgement,  since  it  will  not  only  waste 
time  to  endeavour  to  convince  him  of  its  Reasonableness  if  after 
all  it  will  not  only  obtain  his  Assent. 

"  Or  if  it  be  possible  that  such  Exemption  of  the  Proprietary 
Estate  from  its  share  in  the  common  Expence  of  securing  the  whole 
should  appear  to  the  Governor  a  thing  right  in  itself,  We  would  then 
request  him  to  favour  us  with  the  reasons  of  his  opinion,  that  we  may 
take  them  immediately  into  Consideration;  for  till  this  matter  is  ex- 
plained and  understood  we  think  it  needless  to  consider  any  other 
proposed  Alterations. 

"  Signed  by  Order  of  the  House, 

"  ISAAC  NORMS,  Speaker. 

The  next  day  the  Governor  drew  up  an  Answer  to  it  and  sent  it 
to  the  House  by  the  Secretary,  which  was  read  and  is  as  follows : 

A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
"  Gentlemen : 

"  In  answer  to  your  Message  of  Yesterday  you  will  give  me  Leave 
to  observe  that  in  the  Proprietary  Commission  appointing  me  to 
this  Government  there  is  a  Proviso  that  nothing  therein  contained 
shall  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend  to  give  me  any  power  to  do 
or  consent  to  any  Act  whereby  the  Estate  or  property  of  the  Pro- 
prietaries may  be  hurt  or  incumbered.  And  this  Proviso  being  con- 
tained in  the  Body  of  the  Commission  from  which  I  derive  the 
power  of  acting  as  Governor,  it  is  not  only  the  highest  Prohibition 
to  me,  but  any  Law  that  I  may  pass  contrary  to  that  Proviso  1  im- 
agine would  be  Void  in  itself  for  want  of  Power  in  me  to  give  it  a 
Being. 

"  But  had  I  not  been  thus  prohibited  I  should  still  have  thought 
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it  niy  Duty  to  have  excepted  the  Proprietary  Estate  from  the  Levies 
proposed  to  be  made  for  the  following  Reasons  : 

"  1st.  For  that  all  Governors,  whether  hereditary  or  otherwise,  are 
from  the  nature  of  their  Office  exempt  from  the  payment  of  Taxes ; 
on  the  contrary,  Revenues  are  generally  given  to  them  to  support 
the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  Government,  and  to  enable  them  to  do 
the  Duties  of  their  Station. 

u  2.  For  that  this  Exemption  from  Taxes  arising  from  the  Nature 
of  Government  is  enforced  by  a  positive  Law  in  this  Province  which 
expressly  declares  that  the  proper  Estates  of  the  Proprietaries  shall 
not  be  liable  to  Rates  or  Taxes. 

"3.  For  that  the  Proprietaries  by  their  Governor  having  con- 
sented to  a  Law  for  vesting  in  the  People  the  sole  choice  of  the 
persons  to  Assess  and  lay  Taxes  in  the  several  Counties  without 
reserving  to  themselves  or  their  Governor  any  Negative  upon  such 
Choice,  and  this  concession  being  made  with  an  express  Proviso 
that  the  Proprietary  Estates  should  not  be  Taxed,  it  will  be  very 
unreasonable  to  empower  such  persons  by  a  Law  without  their  pre- 
vious consent  to  tax  their  Estates  at  Discretion. 

"  4.  For  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  constant  practice  and  usage  in 
this  and  all  the  Proprietary  Governments  upon  this  Continent,  so 
far  as  I  have  been  informed,  to  lay  any  Tax  upon  the  Lands  or 
Estates  of  the  Proprietaries  excercising  the  Government  by  them- 
selves or  their  Lieutenants. 

"For  these  Reasons  principally  I  made  the  Amendments  relating 
to  the  Proprietary  Estate  to  your  Bill  for  granting  fifty  thousand 
Pounds  to  the  King's  use,  and  I  hope,  Gentlemen,  they  will  be 
sufficient  to  induce  you  to  agree  to  those  Amendments.  Were  the 
Proprietaries  now  upon  the  spot  I  know  their  Love  and  Affection 
for  this  Country  to  be  such  that  they  would  do  any  thing  in  their 
power  for  its  preservation  and  safety,  But  as  they  are  not  here,  I 
have  on  their  behalf  proposed  to  give  Lands  West  of  the  Allegheny 
Mountains  without  any  purchase  Money  and  free  from  the  Payment 
of  Quit-Rents  for  fifteen  Years  to  come,  and  then  not  to  exceed  the 
common  Quit-Rent  in  this  Province.  The  particular  quantity  pro- 
posed as  an  additional  Encouragement  for  each  Officer  and  Soldier 
is  expressed  in  a  Message  to  you  upon  that  head. 

"ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 

"Philadelphia,  August  the  6th,  1755. " 

On  the  8th  the  Bill  was  again  returned  by  the  House  with  a  long 
Message,  which  was  read  in  these  words : 

A  Message  to  the  Governor  from  the  Assembly. 
"  May  it  please  the  Governor: 

"  We  have  considered  the  Reasons  the  Governor  has  been  pleased 
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to  give  in  his  Message  of  the  sixth  Instant  for  exempting  the  Pro- 
prietaries' Estate  in  the  proposed  Tax,  And  as  they  do  not  appear 
to  us  sufficient,  We  beg  leave  to  offer  him  our  Sentiments  thereon 
in  the  following  Remarks  : 

"The  G-overnor  finds  in  his  Commission  a  Proviso  'That  nothing 
therein  contained  shall  impower  him  to  consent  to  any  Act  whereby 
the  Estate  of  the  Proprietaries  may  be  hurt  or  encumbered/  and 
this  he  looks  upon  as  the  highest  Prohibition  to  him  for  passing  the 
Bill  proposed.  But-  the  intention  of  the  Bill,  may  it  please  the 
Governor,  is  not  hurt  or  encumber,  but  to  free  from  Encumberence 
the  Estate  of  the  Proprietaries,  which  cannot  in  our  opinion  have  a 
worse  encumberence  than  the  neighbourhood  of  so  mischevious  an 
Enemy,  who,  as  We  have  been  frequently  informed  by  the  Gover- 
nor, have  taken  actual  possession  of  some  part,  and  lay  a  claim  to  a 
much  greater  part  of  their  Country.  The  Estates  of  the  people  are 
all  on  this  side  the  Mountains,  they  are  as  yet  neither  invaded  nor 
claimed  by  the  French.  As  Representatives  of  the  people  we  think 
it  as  much  our  bounden  Duty  to  do  nothing  that  may  hurt  or  en- 
cumber the  Estates  of  our  Constituents  as  the  Governor  can  pos- 
sibly think  it  his  Duty  with  regard  to  the  Proprietary  estate,  yet 
we  never  conceived  that  giving  a  part  to  save  the  whole,  and  not 
only  to  save  it  but  to  render  it  of  double  or  treble  value  (which 
must  be  the  case  with  the  Proprietary  Lands),  could  properly  be 
called  hurting  or  encumbering  an  Estate.  And  if  the  Governor 
really  thought  that  taxing  the  Estates  of  the  people  on  this  Occa- 
sion would  be  a  hurt  to  them  and  not  a  benefit,  we  imagine  he 
ought  in  Duty  to  refuse  his  Assent  to  that  part  of  the  Bill  as  well 
as  the  other,  and  for  the  very  same  Reason  we  for  our  parts  think 
differently,  and  therefore  lay  the  Tax  as  chearfully  on  our  own 
Estates  as  on  those  of  our  Constituents.  We  know  their  Loyalty 
to  their  King  and  Love  to  our  Country  is  equal  to  ours ;  we  do  not 
in  the  least  doubt  their  Approbation  of  our  Conduct,  and  we  would 
willingly  hope  the  Governor  might  on  such  an  Occasion  as  reason- 
ably expect  the  same  Approbation  from  the  Proprietaries. 

"  For  there  is,  may  it  please  the  Governor,  in  the  same  Proviso 
of  the  Proprietary  Commission  an  absolute  Prohibition  to  the  Gov- 
ernor "  to  sett,  lett,  lease  out,  grant,  demise,  or  dispose  of  any 
Lands,  Tenements,  &C1-'  or  to  intermeddle  or  concern  himself  there- 
with, or  with  any  part  of  the  Property  thereof/'  yet  "  he  is  pleased 
to  say,  he  knows  the  Love  and  Affection  of  the  Proprietaries  for 
their  Country  to  be  such  that  if  they  were  on  the  spot  they  would 
do  any  thing  in  their  Power  for  its  Preservation  and  Safety,  and, 
therefore,  he  on  their  behalf  proposes  to  give  Lands  West  of  the 
Allegheny  Mountains  without  any  purchase  Money,  and  free  from 
the  payment  of  Quit-rents  for  fifteen  Years  to  come."  It  cannot 
but  seem  strange  to  us  that  a  tax  on  part  of  an  Estate  for  two 
Years  should  be  thought  to  hurt  it  more  than  giving  six  or  seven 
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hundred  thousand  Acres  of  it  away,  or  that  the  Governor,  notwith- 
standing so  express  a  Prohibition,  should  think  himself  more  at 
Liberty  in  this  case  than  in  the  other.  If  the  Proprietaries  will 
approve  in  the  latter  case  why  not  in  the  former  ?  And  if  the 
grant  of  Lands  contrary  to  such  Prohibition  would  be  valid,  why 
not  the  passing  of  the  Bill  for  a  Tax  ?  These  are  questions  that 
we  cannot  solve  without  a  more  particular  Consideration  of  the 
proposed  Grant  of  Lands  West  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains  than 
we  should  have  thought  necessary,  if  it  had  not  been  repeatedly 
mentioned  to  us  by  the  Governor,  apparently  with  a  view  to  make 
the  Taxing  of  the  Proprietary  Estate  on  this  occasion  appear  less 
reasonable.  We  are  sorry,  therefore,  that  we  are  obliged  to  observe 
that  the  proposal  is  made  in  such  terms  as  that  it  may  be  fully  com- 
plied with  and  yet  nothing  in  Reality  be  granted.  First,  because 
Lands  West  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains  differ  greatly  in  their 
Quality,  and  though  some  are  exceeding  good  there  are  many  hun- 
dred thousand  Acres  that  are  not  worth  accepting,  and  good  Land 
is  not  so  much  as  mentioned  in  the  Proposal.  Secondly,  because 
the  best  Lands  there  are  not  better  than  Lands  of  Virginia  in  the 
same  Neighboorhood,  which  may  be  had  without  purchase  Money 
at  two  shillings  Sterling  Quit-Rent,  and  none  to  be  paid  for  fifteen 
Years.  But  the  common  Quit-Rent  in  this  Province  is  Four  Shil- 
lings and  two  pence  sterling;  and  therefore  an  Offer  even  of  the 
best  Lands  in  those  parts  on  that  Quit-Rent  would  be  neither  more 
nor  less  than  this :  '  That  for  the  Encouragement  of  such  as  shall 
with  the  Hazard  of  their  Lives  recover  the  proprietaries  Country 
from  the  Enemy,  he  will  graciously  sell  them  a  part  of  the  Lands 
so  recovered  at  twice  the  price  demanded  by  his  Neighbor/ — An 
Offer  on  the  Proprietarys  Behalf  that  may  indeed  be  safely  made, 
notwithstanding  his  Prohibition,  and  without  the  least  danger  of 
offending  him.  If  the  Proprietary  to  encourage  the  Settlement  of 
the  "Western  Frontier  of  his  Province,  and  to  form  a  Barrier  for 
the  rest,  will  bona  fide  grant  good  Lands  on  reasonable  Terms  we 
doubt  not,  but  the  Assembly  will  give  other  equivalent  Encourage- 
ments to  the  settlers,  in  Provisions,  Carriages,  Utensils  of  Hus- 
bandry, Cattle,  and  the  like;  but  the  Governor's  power  to  make  such 
Grants  in  their  behalf  at  present  not  appearing  to  us,  we  must 
leave  that  matter  to  future  Consideration. 

"We.  are  however  clear,  that  the  Governor  has  full  power  to  pass 
the  Bill  in  question,  any  Prohibition  were  it  ever  so  express  from 
the  Proprietaries  notwithstanding :  First,  because  no  Prohibition 
of  the  Proprietaries  can  lessen  or  take  away  from  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  any  power  such  Lieutenant  is  vested  with  by  the  Royal 
Charter.  Secondly,  for  that  in  the  Royal  Charter,  Section  IV,  the 
King,  for  himself,  his  Heirs,  and  Successors,  hath  "  granted  fFee, 
full  and  absolute  power/'  (not  only  to  the  Proprietary  and  his 
Heirs)  but  to  his  and  their  Deputies  and  Lieutenants  for  the  good 
and  happy  Government  of  the  said  Country,  to  ordain,  make,  and 
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enact,  and  under  his  and  their  Seals  to  publish  any  Laws  whatso- 
ever for  the  raising  of  Money  for  publick  uses,  or  for  any  end  ap- 
pertaining unto  the  publick  State,  Peace,  or  Safety  of  the  said 
Country,  according  unto  their  best  discretion,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice, assent,  and  approbation  of  the  Freemen  of  the  said  Country, 
their  Delegates  or  Deputies ;  And  thirdly,  because  any  prohibition 
from  the  Proprietaries  restraining  the  Legislative  powers  granted 
by  the  Royal  Charter,  is  so  far  from  being  able  to  render  void  a 
Law  made  notwithstanding  such  Prohibition,  that  the  Prohibition 
is  in  itself  void  and  a  meer  nullity  ;  This  is  not  only  consistent 
with  plain  reason,  but  has  been  solemnly  considered  and  determined 
in  the  former  Proprietary's  own  counsel,  his  Son  and  Heir,  his 
faithful  Secretary  the  learned  Judge  Mompesson,  and  several  others 
distinguished  for  their  Abilities,  being  both  present  and  concur- 
ring, as  will  we  suppose  appear  on  their  Minutes,  of  which  we  beg 
leave  to  give  the  following  extract : 

"  The  Clause  in  Colonel  Evans'  Commission,  vizfl :  <  saving  always 
to  me  and  my  Heirs  our  final  Assent  to  all  such  Bills  as  thou  shalt 
pass  into  Laws  in  the  sd'  Government/  &ca- 

"  In  answer  to  a  message  from  the  Assembly  requesting  the  Coun- 
cil to  give  their  Opinion  in  writing  under  their  Hands  concerning 
the  saving  or  exception  in  the  Proprietary  William  Penn's  Com- 
mission to  the  present  Lieutenant  Governor,  to  wit,  whether  the 
said  saving  is  void  in  itself,  And  whether  those  Bills  which  the 
present  Lieutenant  Governor  shall  think  fit  to  pass  into  Laws,  and 
cause  the  said  Proprietary's  Great  Seal  to  affixed  thereunto,  can 
afterwards  be  vacated  or  annulled  by  the  said  Proprietary  without 
Assent  of  the  Assembly  of  this  Province. 

"We  of  the  Council  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed  are  of 
Opinion  that  the  said  Saving  is  void  in  itself,  and  that  those  Bills 
which  the  present  Lieutenant  Governor  shall  think  fit  to  pass  into 
Laws,  and  cause  the  said  Proprietary's  Great  Seal  to  be  Affixed 
thereunto,  can  afterwards  be  vacated  or  annulled  by  the  Proprietary 
without  Assent  of  the  Assembly  of  this  Province. 

"WILLIAM  PENN,  Jtjnr., 
"ROGER  MOPPESSON, 
EDWARD  SHIPPEN, 
JOHN  GUEST, 
WILLIAM  CLARK, 
GRIFFITH  OWEN, 
CALEB  PUSEY, 
WILLIAM  TRENT, 
RICHARD  HILL, 
JAMES  LOGAN. 
"Having  thus,   we    hope,   effectually  removed    the   Governor'* 
greatest  objection  to   the  passing  of  our  Bill,  we  may  be   shorter 
Vol.  vi.— 34. 
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in   our  Observations  on  the  four  other  Reasons  he  is  pleased  to 
give  us. 

u  To  the  first  we  shall  only  say  That  we  do  not  propose  to  tax  the 
Proprietary  as  Governor  but  as  a  fellow  Subject,  a  Landholder,  and 
Possessor  of  an  Estate  in  Pennsylvania;  an  Estate  that  will  be  more 
benefited  by  a  proper  Application  of  the  Tax  than  any  other  Estate 
in  the  Province.  The  Proprietary,  may  it  please  the  Governor,  does 
not  govern  us.  The  Province  supports  a  Lieutenant  to  do  that  duty 
for  him  by  a  large  Revenue  arising  from  Licenses  and  other  Fees 
and  perquisites ;  but  if  the  Proprietary  actually  governed  us,  and 
had  a  support  Allowed  him  on  that  Account,  we  should  not  there- 
fore think  it  less  reasonable  to  Tax  him  as  a  Landholder  for  the 
security  of  that  Land.  The  Representatives  of  the  People  have  also 
some  Support  as  a  part  of  the  Government  by  the  Wages  they  are 
allowed  for  their  Service  in  Assembly ;  would  the  Governor  think 
this  a  good  Reason  that  as  owners  of  Estates  they  should  be  exempt 
from  Taxes?  Can  the  Proprietary,  as  Governor,  have,  from  the 
Nature  of  his  Office,  more  of  this  pretended  right  of  Exemption 
from  Taxes  than  the  king  himself?  Are  not  the  Tenants  of  the 
King's  Lands  (who  by  every  Land  Tax  Act  of  Parliament  are  to  pay 
the  Poundage)  impower'd  to  deduct  the  same  out  of  their  Rent  ? 
And  are  not  the  Receivers  of  his  Majesty's  Rents  obliged  under 
severe  Penalties  to  allow  of  such  Deduction  ?  But  this  is  not  the 
first  Instance  of  many  in  which  Proprietors  and  Governors  of  petty 
Colonies  have  assumed  to  themselves  greater  Powers,  Privileges, 
Immunities,  and  Prorogatives  than  were  ever  claimed  by  their  Royal 
Master  on  the  imperial  Throne  of  all  his  extensive  Dominions. 

"  On  the  second  it  may  be  sufficient  to  observe  that  the  positive 
Law  of  this  Province,  hinted  at  by  the  Governor  as  exempting  the 
Proprietaries  Estates  from  Taxes  is  no  other  than  the  Law  for  rais- 
ing County  rates  and  Levies  which  are  in  the  same  Act  appropriated 
to  purposes  for  which  the  Proprietaries  could  not  reasonably  be 
charged,  such  as  the  payment  of  Assemblymen's  Wages,  and  of 
the  rewards  for  killing  of  Wolves,  Crows,  Foxes,  with  other  mat- 
ters more  immediately  for  the  People's  benefit •  it  is  not  as  the 
Governor  would  insinuate  a  General  Constitutional  Law  of  the  Pro- 
vince, made  to  enforce  a  natural  right,  but  is  confined  to  County 
Affairs,  and  has  no  Relation  to  Provincial  Taxes,  especially  to  such 
as  are  intended  for  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  Proprietary  Es- 
tate more  than  of  any  other  Estate  in  the  Province,  which  will  be 
evident  to  the  Governor  on  his  perusing  it  with  the  smallest  degree 
of  Attention.  '  Tis  true  it  is  as  the  Governor  calls  it  a  positive 
Law  so  far  as  it  extends ;  but  to  apply  it  to  the  present  case  seems 
inconsistent  with  both  Equity  and  Reason.  We  have  likewise  a 
positive  Law  that  the  people's  Representatives  shall  dispose  of  the 
People'  Money,  and  this  seems  to  us  consistent  generally  with 
Reasonsand  Natural  right;  but  does  the  Governor  think  that  be- 


PROVINCIAL  COUNCIL,  531 

cause  it  is  a  positive  Law  it  ought  to  be  extended  to  all  Cases  in 
Government  ?  If  so,  we  humbly  conceive  he  would  have  proposed 
some  other  Amendments  to  the  Bill,  and  different  from  those  he  has 
thought  fit  to  send  us.  For  we  considering  the  intention  of  the 
Grant,  have  allowed  him  a  share  in  the  disposition  of  the  Fifty 
thousand  Pounds ;  and  he  proposes  by  his  last  Amendment  to  have 
a  Share  likewise  in  the  Disposition  of  the  Overplus,  if  any. 

"  On  the  third  reason  we  would  only  beg  leave  to  ask  Whether 
supposing  the  Proprietary  Estate  to  be  taxed,  it  would  be  equitable 
that  he  should  have  a  Negative  in  the  choice  of  the  Assessors,  since 
that  would  give  him  half  the  Choice,  tho'  he  were  to  pay  perhaps 
not  a  hundreth  part  of  the  tax  ?  In  our  estimation,  and  we  think 
we  are  not  mistaken,  he  may  have  Friends,  Officers,  and  other 
Dependents  enow'  in  every  County  to  vote  as  much  in  his  behalf 
or  more  than  his  share  of  the  Tax  can  possibly  amount  to.  But  if 
the  Proprietary  shrinks  at  the  injustice  of  being  Taxed,  where  he 
has  no  choice  in  the  Assessors,  with  what  Face  of  Justice  can  he 
desire  and  insist  on  having  half  the  powers  of  disposing  of  the 
money  levied,  to  which  he  would  contribute  not  a  single  farthing  ? 
By  the  words  the  Governor  chuses  to  express  the  power  of  the  As- 
sessors, viz-'  Taxing  the  Proprietary's  '  Estate  at  discretion '  one 
would  think  their  power  unlimited,  and  the  Proprietary  left  at  their 
Mercy,  but  in  the  Valuation  of  Estates  they  are  confined  by  the 
Bill  within  certain  moderate  Bounds,  are  enjoined  and  sworn  or 
solemnly  Affirmed  '  to  Assess  themselves  and  all  others  equally  and 
impartially,  and  to  spare  no  Persons  for  favour  or  affection,  nor 
grieve  any  for  Hatred  or  ill-wilF  which  we  think  gives  the  Proprie- 
tary as  good  security  for  Equity  and  Justice  as  any  Subject  in  the 
King's  Dominions. 

"  As  to  the  Governor's  fourth  Reason,  deduced  from  the  usage 
in  this  and  the  other  proprietary  Governments,  we  think  usage  and 
custom  against  Reason  and  Justice  ought  to  have  but  little  weight. 
But  though  it  may  have  been  the  usage  in  this  Government,  and 
perhaps  in  others,  to  exempt  the  Proprietary  Estate  from  Taxes  in 
Cases  where  their  Estates  could  not  by  the  Application  of  such 
Taxes  be  any  way  benefitted,  that  usage  can,  as  we  conceive,  have  no 
Relation  to  the  present  case,  which,  as  we  have  shewn,  is  of  a  widely 
different  nature ;  Nor  if  the  Governor's  Rules  from  usage  could  be 
allowed,  viz.,  That  the  Lands  or  Estates  of  Proprietaries  exercising 
Government  by  themselves  or  their  Lieutenants  ought  to  be  exempt 
from  Taxes,  would  it  operate  in  favour  of  the  Estates  of  Proprie- 
taries, who  not  only  do  not  only  exercise  Government  by  themselves  ' 
but  would  restrain  their  Lieutenants  in  the  Exercise  of  the  just 
powers  they  are  vested  with  by  the  Royal  Charter? 

"On  the  whole,  We  beg  the  Governor  would  again  calmly  and 
seriously  consider  our  Bill,  to  which  end  we  once  more  send  it  up 
to  him.  We  know  that  without  his  Assent  the  Money  cannot  be 
raised,  nor  the  good  Ends  so  earnestly  desired  and  expected  from 
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it  be  obtained,  and  we  fear  his  Resolution  to  refuse  it.  But  we  en- 
treat him  to  reflect  with  what  reluctance  a  people,  born  and  bred  in 
Freedom,  and  accustomed  to  equitable  Laws,  must  undergo  the 
Weight  of  this  uncommon  Tax,  and  even  expose  their  Persons  for 
the  defence  of  his  Estate,  who  by  virtue  of  his  Power  only,  and 
without  even  a  Colour  of  Right,  should  refuse  to  bear  the  least  share 
of  the  Burthen  though  to  receive  so  great  a  benefit !  With  what 
spirit  can  they  exert  themselves  in  his  Cause  who  will  not  pay  the 
smallest  part  of  their  grievous  Expences  ?  How  odious  must  it  be 
to  a  sensible  manly  people  to  find  him  who  ought  to  be  their  Father 
and  Protector  taking  advantage  of  publick  Calamity  and  Distress, 
and  their  Tenderness  for  their  bleeding  Country,  to  force  down  their 
Throats  Laws  of  Indisposition,  abhorrent  to  common  Justice  and 
common  Reason!  Why  will  the  Governor  make  himself  the  hate- 
ful Instrument  of  reducing  a  free  people  to  the  abject  State  of 
Vassalage,  of  depriving  us  of  those  Liberties  which  have  given  re- 
putation to  our  Country  throughout  the  World,  and  drawn  Inhabi- 
tants from  the  remotest  parts  of  Europe  to  enjoy  them?  Liberties 
not  only  granted  us  of  favour  but  of  Right — Liberties  which  in 
effect  we  have  bought  and  paid  for,  since  we  have  not  only  peformed 
the  Conditions  on  which  they  were  granted,  but  have  actually  given 
higher  prices  for  our  Lands  on  their  Account,  so  that  the 
Proprietary  Family  have  been  doubly  paid  for  them  in  the 
value  of  the  Lands,  and  in  the  increase  of  Rents  with  increase  of 
people.  Let  not  our  Affections  be  torn  in  this  manner  from  a 
Family  we  have  long  loved  and  honoured.  Let  that  novel  Doc- 
trine, hatched  by  their  mistaken  friends,  that  privileges  granted  to 
promote  the  Settlement  of  a  Country  are  to  be  abridged  when  the 
Settlement  is  obtained,  iniquitious  as  it  is,  be  detested  as  it  deserves, 
and  banished  from  all  our  publick  councils ;  And  let  the  Harmony 
so  essential  to  the  Welfare  of  both  Governors  and  Governed  be  once 
again  restored,  since  it  can  never  be  more  necessary  to  our  Affairs 
than  in  their  present  melancholy  Situation.  We  hope  the  Governor 
will  excuse  some  Appearance  of  Warmth  in  a  cause  of  all  others 
in  the  World  the  most  interesting,  and  believe  us  to  be  with  all 
possible  respect  and  Duty  to  the  Proprietary  Family  and  to  himself, 
his  and  their  sincere  Friends  and  well  Wishers. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  House. 

"ISAAC  NORRIS,  Speaker." 

The  Governor  ordered  the  Secretary  to  read  the  following  Letter 
which  he  had  received  this  day  from  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of 
the  City  of  Philadelphia  : 

A  Letter  to  the  Governor  from  the  Mayor  &  Aldermen  of  the  City 
Philadelphia. 

u  Honoured  Sir : 

H  We  received  your  order  of  the  1st  Instant  in  Council  requiring 
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us  to  provide  Quarters  in  this  City  for  two  Regiments  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Forces  now  marching  hither,  and  an  Hospital  for  the  Sick. 
To  which  we  beg  leave  to  Answer  that  we  know  of  no  law  that 
Authorizes  us  to  make  such  provisions,  and,  therefore,  have  it  not 
in  our  powers  to  Obey  your  Order. 

"We  are  your  Honours  humble  &  Obedient  Serv'8-' 

"  WM-  PLUMSTED,  Mayor. 
"  TENCH  FRANCIS,  Record'- 
"  ROBT  STRETTELL, 
"JOHN  MIFFLIN. 

"August  9th,  1755." 

A  Petition  from  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Township  of  Lurgan  was 
read  in  these  words  : 

«  To  His  Honour  R  OBER  T  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esqr.,  Governor 

and  Commander -in-  Chief,  and  over  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania, 

<fcca-      . 
liThe  humble  Petition  of  the  Subscribers,  Inhabitants  of  Lurgan 

Township,  in  Cumberland  County,  amicably  unite  as  a  Company 

under  the  good  Care  and   Command  of  Mr.  Alexander  Culbert- 

son,  Sheweth: 

"  That  in  as  much  as  we  Dwell  upon  the  Frontiers  our  case  at 
present  is  Lamentably  Dangerous,  we  being  in  such  imminent 
Peril  of  being  inhumanly  Butchered  by  our  Savage  neighbours, 
whose  tender  Mercies  are  Cruelty,  and  if  they  should  come  upon 
us  now  we  are  naked  and  Defenceless,  being  in  a  great  Measure 
destitute  of  Arms  and  Ammunition,  What  would  be  the  Event? 
And  now  it  is  the  only  kind  Providence  of  God  that  restrains 
them ;  And  in  these  sad  and  lamentable  Circumstances  we  be- 
take ourselves  to  your  Honour's  compassion  as  to  a  kind  and 
careful  Father  of  whose  tender  concern  for  us  we  are  well  assured. 

"  May  it  therefore  please  your  Honour  in  your  great  Wisdom  and 
Goodness  to  Commiserate  our  unhappy  case  and  strengthen  our 
Hands  with  such  a  Quantity  of  Arms  and  Ammunition  and  upon 
such  terms  as  your  Honour  see  fit,  and  your  Dependent  Petitioners 
as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  Pray. 

"  Dated  August  1st,  1755." 

The  Governor  acquainted  the  Council  that  Mr.  Weiser,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Justices  of  the  County  of  Berks,  had  presented 
to  him  a  Representation  setting  forth  an  encrease  of  Roman  Catho- 
licks  in  their  County,  &  particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Town  of  Reading,  and  the  appehcusions  the  People  were  under  of 
some  danger  that  might  arise  in  this  time  of  war,  and  praying  that 
the  same  might  be  taken  into  Consideration  in  order  to  prevent  any 
ill  consequences;  that  he  had  laid  the  same  before  the  House,  who 
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had  on  the  8th  instant  sent  him  their  Answer  in  the  following  verbal 
Message,  namely :  "  The  House  have  this  afternoon  examined  Con- 
rad Weiser,  and  some  of  our  Members  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
speaking  with  another  of  the  Justices  of  Berks  County  who  signed 
the  Letter,  representing  the  state  of  the  Roman  Catholics  in  that 
Neighbourhood,  from  which,  and  what  further  enquiry  we  have 
made,  we  apprehend  there  is  very  little  foundation  for  that  repre- 
sentation. Nevertheless,  if  the  Governor  upon  further  Information 
should  find  any  assistance  of  ours  necessary,  we  shall  always  be 
willing  to  contribute  what  lies  in  our  Power  for  the  publick  Tran- 
quility, and  in  the  mean  time  we  request  his  care  to  do  therein 
what  he  shall  think  necessary  and  right,  consistent  with  the  Char- 
ters and  Laws  of  this  Province  and  the  safety  of  the  People." 

The  Governor  further  acquainted  the  Council  that  having  thought 
it  absolutely  necessary  at  this  time  of  danger  to  press  the  House  to 
the  immediate  Consideration  of  a  Militia  Bill,  he  had  on  the  9th 
Instant,  sent  them  a  Message  on  that  subject,  which  was  read  in 
these  Words : 

A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly. 

u  Gentlemen  : 

"  Your  long  Message  of  Yesterday  is  now  under  my  Consider- 
ation, and  I  shall  give  you  an  Answer  to  it  as  soon  as  I  have  fully 
weighed  the  several  parts  of  it.  But  in  the  mean  time  I  think  it 
my  Duty  to  remind  you  that  this  Province  is  still  without  a  Militia 
or  the  necessary  means  of  Defence,  though  the  present  situation  of 
our  Aifairs  makes  this  more  than  ever  necessary,  as  the  Troops  that 
his  Majesty  sent  for  the  Protection  of  these  Provinces  have  been 
defeated,  and  the  French  have  now  in  America  a  large  body  of  regu- 
lar Forces,  without  doubt  to  carry  into  Execution  the  Plan  they 
have  long  since  formed  of  subjecting  this  Continent  to  their  Do- 
minion; And  the  Inhabitants  from  several  Counties  having  by  Peti- 
tion represented  to  me  the  Dangers  to  which  they  stand  exposed, 
and  declared  themselves  willing  and  desirous  to  defend  themselves, 
I  do,  therefore,  in  his  Majesty's  name  call  upon  you,  Gentlemen, 
to  put  this  Province  into  a  posture  of  Defence  by  establishing  a 
Militia  (in  doing  which  you  will  have  a  due  Regard  to  scrupulous 
Consciences),  that  this  plentiful  Country,  situate  in  the  Middle  of 
the  British  Colonies,  may  no  longer  remain  open  to  the  Enemy,  and 
therefore  put  it  in  their  Power  to  make  themselves  Masters  of  the 
whole  Continent. 

"  As  I  have  frequently  recommended  this  matter  to  you  and  have 
hac]  no  Answer  from  you,  I  must  now  desire  you  will  give  me  an 
explicit  answer  upon  the  subject. 

"  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 

"  Philadelphia,  August  9th;  1755." 
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The  Governor  likewise  informed  the  Council  that  as  there  might 
be  very  soon  a  necessity  for  Quartering  the  King's  Troops,  he  had 
on  the  11th  Instant  sent  to  the  House  a  Message  thereupon,  which 
was  read  in  these  words  : 

A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
u  G-entlemen : 

"  Colonel  Dunbar,  the  now  Commander  of  his  Majesty's  Forces 
to  the  Westward,  by  Letter  of  the  sixteenth  of  July  notified  to  me 
his  intention  to  march  those  Troops  to  the  City,  desiring  me  to  pro- 
vide Quarters  for  One  hundred  Officers  and  twelve  hundred  Men, 
and  on  the  first  instant  informed  me  that  he  should  begin  his  March 
from  Fort  Cumberland  the  next  day,  and  hoped  every  thing  would 
be  ready  here  for  the  reception  of  the  Troops.  As  it  was  quite  un- 
certain what  Effect  my  Letters  to  Colonel  Dunbar  to  post  his  Troops 
on  the  Western  Frontiers  wou'd  have,  I  wrote  to  the  Mayor  and 
Corporation  of  this  City  to  provide  the  Quarters  for  the  Men  and 
Officers  mention'd  in  the  Colonel's  Letter,  to  which  they  have  an- 
swered that  they  know  of  no  Law  that  Authorizes  them  to  provide 
Quarters  for  those  Troops,  and,  therefore,  have  it  not  in  their  power 
to  comply  with  the  Directions  I  had  given.  As  these  Troops  are 
marching  into  this  Province,  and  whether  they  are  come  quite  to 
this  City  or  not,  there  will  be  a  necessity  of  Providing  proper  Quar- 
ters for  them  and  the  Officers  that  command  them,  I  must  recom- 
mend it  to  you  by  a  Law  to  enable  the  Magistrates  to  Quarter  such 
of  his  Majesty's  Officers  and  Soldiers  as  they  march  through  or  be 
posted  in  any  of  the  Counties  or  Districts  within  this  Province. 

"  This  will  prevent  all  Contests  between  the  Civil  and  Military 
Officers,  between  the  Soldiers  and  People,  and  be  a  great  means  of 
preserving  the  internal  peace  of  the  Province. 

"ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 
"  Philadelphia,  August  11th,  1755." 

"  The  Governor  acquainted  the  Council  that  Mr.  Weiser  had  on 
the  12th  Instant,  by  his  orders,  sounded  the  Indians  now  in  Town, 
and  thai  he  was  well  assured  they  were  very  hearty  and  might  be 
persuade  1  to  any  measures  that  should  be  judged  of  use  to  his  Ma- 
jestie's  Service,  and  that  the  Owcndats  in  particular  might  be  wholy 
brought  over  to  the  King's  interest,  provided  Messages  of  Encour- 
agement could  be  sent  to  their  Nation  by  them.  That  Scarrooyadj 
being  very  uneasy  least  we  should  miss  this  Opportunity  came  sev- 
eral tin!,  s  to  him,  and  repeatedly  declared  that  if  these  Messengers 
were  suffered  to  go  home  without  promises  of  being  well  supported, 
in  case  bhey  and  their  Allies  should  declare  for  the  English,  they 
and  all  their  friends  wou'd  go  against  us;  that  it  was  to  no  Pur 
to  deshv  them  to  remain  neuter,  for  the'  they  might  say  thej  would, 
yet  the  French  would  not  permit  them  nor  no  other  Indians  to 
do  it. 
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"  The  Governor  added,  that  he  desired  Scarroyody  and  Mr.  Wei- 
ser  to  go  of  themselves  to  the  Speaker  and  acquaint  him  with  the 
dispositions  of  the  Indians,  together  with  the  necessity  of  engaging 
them  by  presents  to  adhere  to  his  Majesty's  Interest,  and  then 
wrote  the  following  Message  to  the  Assembly,  which  was  read  in 
these  Words  : 

A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
"  Gentlemen: 

"  I  am  importuned  by  the  Indians  to  let  them  know  what  it  is 
this  Government  has  to  impart  to  them.  If  they  can  be  made 
hearty  for  us  they  may  prevent  a  great  deal  of  Mischief,  engage 
other  Indians  in  our  favour,  and  be  prepared  for  any  other  service 
that  we  may  think  proper  to  employ  them  in.  To  do  this  will  re- 
quire great  Skill  and  an  open  hand  for  presents  they  certainly  ex- 
pect, and  will  not  at  this  time  be  satisfied  with  small  Ones. 

"  The  Owendats  came  to  our  Invitation,  and  such  terms  must 
therefore  be  offered  them  as  will  effectually  engage  their  Friendship. 
The  matter  cannot  now  be  minced  neither  with  them  nor  the  other 
Nations,  You  will  therefore  please  to  consider  this  matter  well,  and 
give  me  your  Sentiments  &  Council  in  this  nice  and  critical  Situa- 
tion of  our  Affairs. 

"ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 

"Philadelphia,  August  12th,  1755." 

That  he  was  in  hopes  the  Assembly  could  have  been  induced 
to  have  enabled  him  to  avail  himself  of  this  happy  opportunity, 
but  to  his  great  mortification  he  had  on  the  same  Day  received 
from  them  the  following  Answer : 

A  Message  to  the   Governor  from  the  Assembly. 
"  May  it  please  the  Governor  : 

"  The  Secretary  by  a  Verbal  Message  from  the  Governor  of  the 
twentyeth  day  of  December  last,  acquainted  the  House  that  Scar- 
royady's  Son-in-Law  was  charged  with  a  Message  from  the  Owen- 
dats to  enquire  what  their  Brethren  the  English  designed  to  do  in 
regard  to  the  late  Encroachments  of  the  French,  and  having  heard 
since  he  came  to  Town  that  the  King  of  England  intended  to  send 
over  a  number  of  Troops  to  assist  in  repelling  those  invaders,  he 
was  willing,  if  the  Governor  thought  proper,  to  return  to  his  Nation 
and  acquaint  them  with  the' joyful  news.  The  Governor,  therefore, 
desired  the  opinion  of  the  House  whether  it  would  be  most  advise- 
able  for  Scaroyady's  Son-in-Law  to  return  now  to  the  Ohio  or  go  to 
Onondago  with  Scarroyady.  Whereupon  the  House  gave  for  answer 
that  it  was  their  Opinion  that  it  would  be  most  proper  for  Scarro- 
yady's  Son-in-Law  to  return  to  the  Ohio  as  soon  as  he  conveniently 
could.     This  is  all  the  part  our  House  have  had  in  relation   to 
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the  Owendats;  neither  did  we  know  of  the  least  intention  of  our 
inviting  them  or  any  others ;  so  that  as  they  are  now  come  down 
without  our  knowledge  or  Request  intirely  upon  the  Governor's 
Invitation,  it  is  some  surprize  to  us  to  find  the  Indians  should  have 
reason  to  importune  him,  or  that  he  should  be  at  any  Loss  to  know 
what  it  is  he  has  to  impart  to  them  on  this  Occasion. 

"  Our  conduct  towards  the  Indians  in  our  Alliance  has  been  always 
candid  and  free  from  any  Subterfuge  whatever,  so  that  we  do  not 
understand  what  the  Governor  would  mean  by  telling  us  l  that  the 
matter  cannot  be  now  minced  neither  with  them  nor  the  other  Na- 
tions/ And  we  are  likewise  at  a  Loss  to  conceive  why  they  should 
expect  great  Presents  from  us  who  are  wholly  ignorant  of  the  inten- 
tion of  their  coming. 

"The  Governor  has  been  pleased  to  refuse  his  Assent  to  our  Bills 
which  had  provided  for  Indian  &  other  Expences;  and  as  our  Trea- 
sury is  exhausted  by  the  very  heavy  charges  for  the  King's  Service, 
these  Indians  are  come  among  us  at  a  very  unfortunate  time  when 
it  is  not  in  our  power  to  supply  them  in  the  manner  we  are  inclined 
to  do ;  however,  we  will  do  all  that  can  be  reasonably  expected  from 
us,  and  must  leave  the  rest  to  be  supplied  by  the  Proprietaries, 
whose  interest  is  at  least  as  much  concerned  as  ours  in  engaging  the 
Affections  of  the  Indians  at  this  time. 

"  Sign'd  by  Order  of  the  House.    . 

"ISAAC  NORRIS,  Speaker." 

The  Governor  ordered  the  Secretary  to  read  a  Message  which  he 
had  sent  on  the  12th  Instant,  to  the  Assembly  in  answer  to  theirs 
of  the  8th  Instant,  together  with  a  short  one  from  the  Assembly  in 
relation  thereto  of  the  13  Instant,  and  his  final  Answer  of  Yesterday, 
which  were  all  read  in  these  Words : 

A  Message  from  the   Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
"  Gentlemen  : 

""When  I  amended  and  sent  down  to  you  the  Bill  for  raising  Fifty 
thousand  pounds  for  the  King's  Use,  I  expected  you  would  have 
returned  it  to  me  with  the  Amendments  and  informed  me  which  of 
them  you  agreed  to,  this  being  the  common  and  ordinary  Method 
in  such  cases  j  but  you  departed  from  this  and  desired  to  know 
whether  I  was  restrained  by  the  Proprietaries  from  taxing  their 
Estate,  and  the  reasons  for  my  opinion  as  to  that  measure,  and  tho' 
this  Application  was  Unparliamentary,  and  I  believe  unprecedented, 
yet  upon  this  Occasion  I  indulged  you  therein,  and  gave  my  Rea- 
sons in  the  mildest  Terms,  on  which,  however,  You  have  been 
pleased  to  treat  both  the  Proprietaries  and  Myself  in  a  very  unbe- 
coming Manner. 

"As  you  have  returned  me  the  Bill  without  the  Amendments, 
and  in  your  Message  that  accompanied  it  offer  no  reasons  against 
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any  of  them  but  such  as  relate  to  taxing  the  Proprietary  Estate,  I 
conclude  you  have  agreed  to  the  others.  I  shall,  therefore,  consider 
the  several  parts  of  your  Message  and  make  such  Observations  upon 
and  Answer  to  it  as  I  think  it  merits. 

"  Having  told  you  that  I  had  no  power  by  my  Commission  to 
hurt  or  encumber  the  Proprietary  Estate,  you  take  Occasion  in  your 
Answer  to  play  with  the  words  hurt  and  encumber,  and  having 
viewed  them  in  different  Lights  tell  me  'that  your  Bill  is  intended 
to  free  the  Proprietary  Estate  from  Hurt  and  Encumberance  by 
removing  the  French,  and  that  you  are  as  much  bound  not  to  hurt 
or  encumber  the  Estates  of  your  Consituents  as  I  am  with  respect 
to  the  Proprietary  Estate;'  and  have  shewn  as  you  think  that  the 
Proviso  in  my  Commission  does  not  prohibit  me  in  the  present  case ; 
you  then  proceed  to  reason  upon  the  clause  itself,  and  after  pro- 
ducing a  very  good  opinion  of  a  former  Council,  Judge,  and  Secre- 
tary, as  to  a  particular  saying  in  the  late  Proprietary  Commission, 
you  very  roundly  pronounce  that  Proviso  to  be  a  Nullity  and  not  at 
all  binding  on  me. 

"  You  must  give  me  Leave  to  differ  from  you  in  Opinion  as  to 
the  force  of  the  words  in  that  Clause,  which,  notwithstanding  what 
you  have  said,  have  still  the  same  plain  and  determined  meaning 
they  had  before — every  Tax  in  my  mind  being  an  Encumberance 
upon  an  Estate  from  which  it  cannot  be  cleared  but  by  the  pay- 
ment of  a  certain  sum  of  Money  ;  and  I  being  expressly  restrained 
by  my  Commission  from  consenting  to  any  Act  that  may  encumber 
the  Proprietary  Estate,  every  unprejudiced  person  will  see  clearly 
that  my  Powers  do  not  extend  to  the  present  case,  and  that  if  I 
acceeded  to  your  Opinion  I  should  be  guilty  of  a  manifest  Breach 
of  Trust. 

"As  to  the  validity  of  Prohibitory  Clauses  in  the  Proprietary 
Commissions,  I  am  not  fortunate  enough  to  comprehend  the  Force 
of  your  Reasonings  upon  this  Head,  which  are  drawn  from  the  fourth 
Section  of  the  Royal  Charter  •  for  though  Iby  that  Charter  power 
is  given  to  the  Proprietaries,  their  Deputies  and  Lieutenants,  to 
make  Laws,  yet  it  does  not  alter  the  Relation  which  by  Law 
subsists  between  a  principal  and  his  Deputy — the  Intention  of 
the  charter  in  that  particular  being  no  other  than  to  impower 
Mr.  Penn  and  his  Heirs  to  administer  the  Government  by  his  and 
their  Lieutenant  or  Deputy,  which  being  a  Judicial  Office  he  could 
not  otherwise  have  done,  and  so  far  is  the  Charter  by  its  general 
Tenor  from  making  the  Deputy  equal  to  or  independant  of  the  prin- 
cipal that  it  makes  the  Proprietaries  alone  civilly  answerable  for 
what  is  done  in  the  Province,  whether  by  themselves  or  their  Lieu- 
tenants, which  would  be  unjust  if  the  Lieutenant  by  the  Charter 
was  equal  in  power,  independent  of  and  uncontroulable  by  the  person 
that  appoints,  &  is  answerable  for  his  Behaviour.  Tho'  I  allow  the 
opinion  produced  to  be  good  as  to  the  point  then  under  Considera- 
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tion,  yet  it  is  not  applicable  to  all  cases,  which  your  Arguments 
without  any  foundation  suppose,  and  in  the  present  one  there  is  a 
wide  difference,  obvious  to  every  one  who  considers  them  both  with 
the  least  degree  of  Attention,  because  that  saving  was  even  reserving 
a  power  to  the  Proprietary  in  his  own  person  to  repeat  a  Law  which 
he  by  his  Lieutenant  had  consented  to,  whereas  in  the  present  case 
the  restriction  amounts  to  nothing  more  than  a  reasonable  Prohibi- 
tion upon  their  Governors  as  such  from  passing  Laws  to  injure  their 
Estates. 

■  "  I  cannot  help  observing  that  you  formerly  used  these  Arguments 
against  the  Validity  of  Royal  Instructions,  and  using  them  now  to 
destroy  the  Force  of  Proprietary  Prohibitions  you  would,  it  should 
seem,  be  willing  that  the  Lieutenant  Governor  should  be  indepen- 
dent of  every  Body  but  yourselves. 

11  You  say  '  That  the  same  Proviso  restrains  me  from  letting  or 
selling  the  Proprietary  Lands,  and  yet  I  propose  to  give  away  six  or 
seven  hundred  Thousand  Acres  upon  the  present  Occasion,  and  seem 
vastly  surprized  that  I  should  think  myself  restrained  from  incum- 
bering the  Proprietary  Lands  by  Act  of  Assembly  and  yet  at  Lib- 
erty to  give  them  away,  for  if,  say  you,  the  grant  of  Lands  con- 
trary to  such  Prohibition  would  be  valid,  why  not  the  passing  the 
Bill  for  a  Tax  V  And  this  you  call  a  question  you  cannot  solve. 
It  is  something  very  extraordinary  that  the  Representative  Body  of 
Pennsylvania  should  know  so  little  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Province 
as  never  to  have  been  informed  that  the  Governor  grants  the  Pro- 
prietary Lands  under  a  certain  power  of  Attorney  regularly  proved 
and  recorded,  called  a  Commission  of  Property.  That  this  power 
was  formerly  vested  in  private  persons,  but  for  some  Years  past  has 
been  given  to  the  Governors,  and  being  the  foundation  of  property 
cannot  be  unknown  to  any  the  least  acquainted  with  the  Circum- 
stances of  the  Province.  And  to  ask  a  Question  or  two  in  my  turn, 
how  could  you  think  that  the  Lands  in  this  Province  were  granted 
under  the  powers  of  a  Commission  that  expressly  prohibits  the 
granting  of  any  ?  Or  that  the  people  would  be  so  weak  as  to  give 
Money  for  Lands  and  take  Titles  under  such  a  defective  power  ?  As 
to  the  proposal  itself,  it  was  made  with  a  good  intention,  and  as  I 
am  accountable  to  the  Proprietaries  for  my  conduct  under  that  Com- 
mission of  property,  you  may  be  assured  I  did  not  make  it  without 
proper  Power  to  carry  it  into  Execution,  and  had  you  raised  Money 
for  an  Expedition  to  the  Westward  and  for  encouraging  Settlers,  I 
should  then  have  made  an  Offer  of  the  Lands  by  Proclamation, 
[  letting  the  Adventurers  know  that  they  were  to  have  the  choice  of 
[the  Lands  in  preference  to  all  others,  with  everything  else  that 
\  could  reduce  the  Offer  to  a  certainty,  which  there  was  no  necessity 
of  doing  in  a  Message  to  you,  barely  mentioning  the  thing  and  re- 
commending to  you  to  grant  au  Aid  to  those  that  should  become 
settlers  after  the  French  were  removed. 
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"  But  whatever  comes  from  the  Proprietaries,  however  just,  how- 
ever favourable,  must  be  wrong,  and  accordingly  you  are  determined 
to  represent  in  that  Light  a  proposal  generous  in  itself  and  intended 
to  promote  the  publick  Service  and  Safety,  which  may  serve  to 
show  the  temper  of  Mind  you  are  in,  but  cannot  answer  no  good 
purpose.  You  say  Lands  equally  good  may  be  had  in  Virginia  for 
two  Shillings  Sterling  Quit-Rent,  and  none  to  be  paid  in  fifteen 
Years.  It  may  be  so,  but  how  does  it  appear  they  are  equally  good  ? 
It  is  plain  they  are  not  equally  convenient,  because  of  their  greater 
distance  from  a  Market.  The  Quit-Rent  in  Virginia,  I  suppose,  was 
the  same  formerly  that  is  now,  and  yet  very  great  numbers  have 
chosen  to  purchase  Lands  in  this  Province  of  the  Proprietaries  at 
the  rate  of  Fifteen  pounds  ten  Shillings  per  Cent.,  and  of  private 
Men  at  a  much  higher  price,  and  in  both  cases  under  the  Quit  rent 
of  Four  Shillings  and  two  pence  Sterling,  when  they  might  have 
had  them  in  Virginia  for  much  less ;  and  the  proposal  ought  not  to 
be  considered  by  comparing  it  with  other  Provinces,  but  with  the 
Rate  that  Lands  have  for  a  number  of  Years  past  been  sold  at  in 
this  Province,  some  of  them  lately  in  the  new  purchase  within  few 
Miles  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains  and  others  very  remote,  without 
any  Road  of  Communication  with  this  City,  which  is  not  the  case 
as  to  the  Lands  proposed  to  be  given,  there  being  a  very  good  Wag- 
gon Road  thither;  And  notwithstanding  what  you  have  said  upon 
this  Head,  I  am  convinced  that  if  you  had  enabled  me  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  neighbouring  Governments  to  have  sent  a  body  of 
Troops  into  that  Country,  an  offer  of  Lands  upon  the  Terms  above 
mentioned  would  have  had  very  good  Effects,  and  would  have  in- 
duced many  to  have  gone  and  become  Settlers  there  that  would  not 
otherwise  have  thought  of  doing  either,  and  by  that  means  have 
formed  a  Barrier  for  the  Protection  and  Security  of  the  Province, 
and,  therefore,  I  cannot  but  be  astonished  that  you  should  have 
taken  so  much  pains  to  depreciate  it. 

"  And  now  having  effectually  removed  in  your  Judgement  my 
greatest  objection  to  passing  your  "Bill,  you  proceed  to  consider  my  j 
Reasons  in  their  Order.  And  to  the  first,  that  Governors  from  the 
nature  of  their  Offices  are  exempt  from  the  paying  of  Taxes,  You  take 
a  very  nice  Distinction  between  the  Proprietary  as  owner  of  Land  and 
the  Proprietary  as  Chief  Governor,  and  say  '  you  do  not  tax  him  as 
Governor  but  as  a  Land  Holder  and  Fellow  Subject."  Though 
this  is  a  Distinction  that  he  has  no  Existence  in  Law  or  Reason, 
yet  I  shall  for  the  present  admit  it  and  consider  it  accordingly. 
Have  the  Proprietaries  a  Right  to  Vote  in  the  election  of  Repre- 
sentatives as  Land  Holders  ?  surely  not,  being  hereditary  Governors 
of  the  Province  and  having  a  Voice  in  the  Legislature  by  their  own 
particular  Representative  the  Governor.  How,  then,  came  you  by 
a  right  to  tax  them  as  fellow-Subjects  and  Land-Holders,  seeing 
they  had  no  Voice  in  chusing  you,  nor  were  entitled  to  any  tho' 
owners  of  lands  in  every  County  ?     From  the  very  principles,  there- 
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fore,  of  the  English  Constitution,  yon  have  no  right  to  tax  them  as 
Freeholders  or  Fellow-subjects  as  you  call  them.  If,  therefore,  you 
tax  them  at  all  it  must  be  as  Proprietaries  &  Chief  Governors,  which 
is  the  only  Capacity  by  which  they  are  connected  with  or  related 
to  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province,  and  under  them  in  that  Capa- 
city you  deceive  the  power  of  acting  as  an  Assembly.  You  cannot, 
therefore,  without  interverting  the  orders  of  things  have  a  Power 
over  those  from  whom  you  and  every  one  else  in  the  Province  de- 
rive all  the  power  they  have.  They  hold  the  Government  and  Soil 
of  this  Province  under  the  same  grant,  and  the  Title  to  both  is 
centered  in  their  persons  and  cannot  be  seperated  or  divided  with- 
out destroying  their  Authority.  It  may  be  very  true,  as  you  say, 
"  that  the  Proprietaries  do  not  govern  you,"  but  that  is  not  owing 
to  any  want  of  legal  Authority  in  them,  but  from  another  cause 
that  I  need  not  mention  here. 

"  The  support,  as  you  call  it,  that  is  paid  by  the  Province  to  a 
Lieutenant  Governor  is  no  other  than  the  Fees  of  Office,  and  as 
such  are  due  to  any  one  that  Administers  the  Government,  and  are 
not,  what  you  would  insinuate,  given  to  the  Lieutenant  for  doing 
the  Duty  of  the  principal •  the  Chief  of  them  are  publick  house 
Licences  which  were  originally  granted  by  charter,  not  by  any  Con- 
cession of  the  People  (tho'  you  from  time  to  time  have  taken  it  for 
granted  to  be  so),  and  in  favour  to  them,  as  former  Governors  took 
much  larger  Sums  for  this  Service,  moderate  Fees  have  been  con- 
sented to  be  fixed  by  Law  as  Considerations  for  the  business  done, 
not  as  sufficient  for  the  support  of  Government,  all  the  Fees  and 
perquisites  whereof  do  not  amount,  communibus  Annis,  to  more 
than  a  Thousand  Pounds. 

"  As  to  the  Land  tax  Acts  of  Parliament  you  refer  to,  they  may 
be  as  you  say  with  respect  to  the  Crown's  Fee  Farm  Rents,  but  I 
do  not  conceive  they  amount  to  a  proof  that  the  King  pays  Taxes, 
all  taxes  whatever  being  paid  to  him,  and  there  seems  to  me  an  in- 
consistency in  supposing  he  can  both  pay  and  receive  j  I  take  the 
Clause  you  mention  to  have  no  other  meaning  than  to  appropriate 
part  of  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown  to  one  publick  use  which  we 
before  appropriated  to  another,  For  I  must  observe  to  you  that  the 
King  can  have  no  private  estate,  but  from  the  Dignity  of  his  Office 
holds  his  Lands  in  right  of  the  Crown  ;  And  another  reason  why 
a  poundage  is  collected  upon  the  Crown's  Fee  Farm  Rents,  may  be 
that  the  Land  tax  should  not  fall  heavier  upon  the  other  lands  in 
the  same  Hundreds  or  Districts  as  the  Quotas  of  each  were  long 
ago  settled  as  they  now  stand  in  the  King's  Books,  and  cannot 
without  confusion  be  altered  upon  the  Crown's  acquiring  Lands  in 
any  of  them. 

"And  upon  this  you  break  out  into  a  lofty  Exclamation,  'That 
this  is  not  the  first  Instance  by  many  in  which  Proprietaries  and 
Governors  of  petty  Colonics  have  assumed  to  themselves  greater 
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Powers,  Privileges,  Immunities,  and  Prerogatives  than  were  ever 
claimed  by  their  Royal  Master  on  the  imperial  Throne  of  all  his 
extensive  Dominions/  I  must  acknowledge,  Gentlemen,  that  these 
are  sounding  words;  but  what  Instances  among  the  many  can  you 
give  of  that  assuming  Behaviour  in  your  present  Proprietaries  ? 
Have  they  ever  claimed  any  Eights  or  Prerogatives  not  granted  to 
them  by  the  Royal  Charter,  or  reserved  by  that  of  their  Father, 
under  which  you  sit  ?  Can  you  lay  to  their  Charge,  during  the 
course  of  a  long  Administration  over  you,  one  act  of  Injustice  or 
Severity  ?  Have  they  even  exercised  all  those  powers  which  by  the 
Royal  Charter  they  might  legally  do,  and  to  which  that  Charter 
requires  the  People  to  be  obedient  ?  On  the  contrary,  have  they 
not  given  up  to  the  People  many  things  they  had  a  right  to  insist 
on,  and  indulged  them  in  every  thing  that  they  judged  for  their 
benefit  ?  How  just  is  it,  therefore,  gentlemen,  to  accuse  them  of 
assuming  powers  and  prerogatives  greater  than  their  Royal  Mast  )r  ? 
Would  you  turn  your  Eyes  towards  your  own  conduct  and  apply 
some  of  these  significant  Words  to  yourselves,  You  would  find  them 
much  more  applicable  than  they  are  to  the  Proprietaries.  The 
Charter  under  which  you  act  gives  you  the  powers  and  privileges  of 
an  Assembly  according  to  the  rights  of  the  Free-born  subjects  of 
England,  and  as  is  usual  in  any  of  the  King's  Plantations  in 
America.  This,  Grentlemen,  is  the  foundation  of  your  powers, 
which  by  the  Royal  Charter  were  to  be  consonant  to  the  Laws  and 
constitution  of  England.  But  instead  of  confining  yourselves  to 
that  which  your  wise  Ancestors  thought  fully  sufficient  to  answer 
the  Ends  of  good  Government  and  secure  the  Liberties  of  the 
People,  you  have  taken  upon  you  great  and  mighty  powers,  Dis- 
pensed with  positive  Laws  by  the  strength  of  your  own  Orders, 
claim  a  right  to  dispose  of  all  publick  Money  and  of  keeping  your 
proceedings  a  secret  from  the  Crown,  with  many  others  unknown  to 
an  English  Constitution,  and  never  heard  of  in  the  other  plantations 
in  America.  Who,  therefore,  can  be  so  justly  accused  as  yourselves 
of  assuming  unwarrantable  Powers,  greater  than  were  ever  claimed 
by  a  British  House  of  Parliament,  or  to  use  your  own  Words,  '  by 
your  Royal  Master  on  the  Imperial  Throne  of  all  his  extensive 
Dominions/  who  pretends  to  no  powers  but  what  the  Constitution 
gives  him,  and  disclaims  a  Right  of  dispensing  with  Laws. 

"To  these  Encroachments  on  the  Constitution  you  give  the  sacred 
name  of  Privilege ;  and  under  the  mask  of  Zeal  for  the  publick 
conceal  your  own  schemes,  pretending  they  are  all  for  the  benefit  of 
the  People,  when  they  can  answer  no  other  purpose  but  to  encrease 
your  own  power  and  endanger  the  just  Rights  that  the  people  en- 
joy under  the  Royal  and  Proprietary  Charters,  by  making  it  neces- 
sary for  his  Majesty  and  a  British  Parliament  to  interpose  their 
Authority  to  save  the  Province.  The  people  have  no  way  so 
effectually  to  secure  themselves  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  Liberty 
as  strictly  adhering  to  the  constitution  established  by  Charter,  ma- 


PROVINCIAL  COUNCIL.  543 

king  that  the  Foundation  and  standard  of  their  proceedings,  and 
discountenancing  every  Deviation  from  it. 

"The  second  and  third  reasons  given  by  me,  and  your  answers 
to  them,  being  deduced  from  the  Law  for  raising  County  Hates  and 
Levies,  I  shall  consider  them  together. 

"  I  do  not  see  why  the  Proprietary  Estate  in  each  County  is  not 
benefited  in  common  with  other  Estates,  and  by  the  same  Means. 
The  Proviso,  therefore,  relating  to  their  Estates  was  not  inserted 
because  he  had  no  benefit  by  the  Money  raised,  but  was  properly  a 
Condition  upon  which  his  Gi-overner  consented  to  vest  the  whole 
power  of  chusing  the  Tax  Officers  in  the  people,  and  is  declarative 
of  the  Rights  of  his  Station,  of  which  the  People  in  general  might 
be  IgDorant. 

"  I  think  with  you  that  the  Proprietary  Tax  would  not  be  more 
ihau  an  hundredth  part  of  the  whole  ;  but  cannot,  therefore,  admit 
that  if  he  is  taxed  he  should  be  excluded  from  any  Voice  in  the 
Choice  of  those  impowered  to  tax  him,  or  that  the  Votes  of  his  Of- 
ficers in  their  own  Right  can  make  the  Assessors  his  Representatives; 
nor  can  I  easily  conceive  that  a  Negative  upon  a  choice  is  half  the 
choice  or  indeed  any  part  of  it  j  but  as  what  you  say  upon  this 
Head  has  very  little  Argumentative  Force,  I  shall  not  dwell  upon 
it  but  say  something  as  to  the  Law  itself.  • 

"From  the  Tenor  of  the  act  it  appears  to  me  to  be  intended  not 
only  for  laying  and  raising  Taxes  to  defray  the  necessary  charges  in 
every  County,  but  to  settle  the  mode  of  raising  Money  upon  all 
Occasions  ;  it  directs  the  manner  of  chusing  Commissioners,  Asses- 
sors, Collectors  and  Treasurers  j  gives  them  particular  Powers,  and 
regulates  the  conduct  of  those  entrusted  with  the  Laying  and  Re- 
ceiving Taxes.  It  is  a  positive  and  perpetual  Law,  and  by  a  special 
Proviso  expressly  declares  the  Proprietary  Estate  not  liable  to  taxes. 
You,  yourselves,  apply  it  to  a  Provincial  purpose  by  the  Bill  under 
Consideration;  and  the  apparent  reason  why  it  was  never  applied 
to  that  purpose  before  is,  that  no  Provincial  Tax  has  ever  been  laid 
since  the  enacting  of  that  law. 

"  You  are  certainly  empowered  by  some  temporary  Laws  to  dis- 
pose of  particular  Monies  raised  by  those  Laws  when  thej  come 
into  the  publick  Offices,  and  I  do  not  know  that  this  power  has 
been  disputed;  the  Legislature  that  gave  those  Laws  a  being  had  a 
right  to  pass  them  in  that  Shape,  and  a  future  Legislature  may  do 
the  same  if  they  think  fit,  but  I  do  not  conceive  that  you  have 
from  those  Laws  a  Right  to  dispose  of  all  Money  that  shall  be 
raised,  that  being  no  part  of  the  Charter,  but  must  depend  upon 
the  Legislature  that  raises  it,  who  may  reserve  the  Disposition  to 
themselves,  give  it  to  you,  or  any  body  else  they  think  fit. 

"And  here  I  cannot  help  taking  notice  of  an  Expression  in  your 
Message,  That  you  have  allowed  me  a  share  in  the  Dispositions  of 
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the  Fifty  thousand  pounds.  Is  it  from  you,  Gentlemen,  that  I  de- 
rive the  right  of  governing  this  Province,  or  from  your  Allowance 
that  I  have  a  Voice  in  the  Legislature  ?  Are  you  the  Sovereign 
Disposers  of  Power  ?  Have  you  a  Right  to  give  and  take  away  at 
Pleasure  ?  If  not,  whence  that  lofty  claim  of  allowing  your  Gover- 
nor a  share  in  the  Disposition  of  Publick  Money  ?  Is  not  the 
whole  property  of  the  People  subject  to  the  power  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  have  I  not  a  voice  in  that  Legislature  not  derived  from  or 
dependent  upon  you?  And  how  came  you,  therefore,  by  a  Right 
to  allow  me  a  share  in  the  Disposition  of  Money  which  cannot  be 
raised  without  my  Consent?  Such  Language  may  possibly  be 
agreeable  to  your  Notions  of  your  own  superlative  powers,  but  is 
not  justified  by  the  Constitution  established  by  Charter,  or  any 
Rights  properly  belonging  to  an  Assembly,  and  your  claiming  such 
power  shews  the  Extensiveness  of  your  Plan,  which  is  no  less  in 
that  Respect  than  to  render  yourselves  independent  and  assume  a 
Superiority  over  your  Proprietaries  and  Governors,  a  plan  you  would 
not  fail  to  carry  into  Execution  were  your  power  equal  to  your  In- 
clinations. 

"  The  Proprietaries  do  not  shrink,  as  you  call  it,  at  the  payment 
of  a  small  sum  of  Money,  nor  is  that  the  Motive  for  insisting  on 
their  Right,  they  having  by  me  offered  much  more  than  their  pro- 
portion of  this  Tax  can  possibly  amount  to,  but  to  preserve  the  Rights 
of  their  Station,  which  if  they  give  up  whenever  they  are  demanded, 
as  Claims  will  never  be  wanting,  they  will  very  soon  be  stript  of 
every  thing  they  have  a  Right  to  enjoy,  both  power  and  property. 

u'Your  Answer  to  my  fourth  Reason  admits  that  taxing  the 
Estates  of  Proprietaries  is  contrary  to  the  usage  and  practice  in  this 
and  other  Governments  by  saying  that  Custom  and  Usage  against 
Reason  and  Justice  ought  to  have  but  little  weight.  But  I  do  not 
admit  that  reason  and  Justice  are  on  your  side  of  the  Question. 
On  the  contrary,  I  think  I  have  shewn  that  they  are  with  me,  and 
look  upon  the  Usage  and  Custom  as  a  strong  Evidence  that  the 
Legislatures  of  this  *****  anc[  other  Proprietary  Gov- 
ernments were  of  my  Opinion,  and  I  am  very  much  concerned, 
Gentlemen,  that  you  should  this  Time  of  imminent  Danger,  when 
your  Country  is  invaded,  to  introduce  a  new  and  extraordinary 
Claim  to  the  prejudice  of  persons  that  are  absent,  when  you  know 
that,  however  right  you  may  think  it,  I  have  it  not  in  my  power  to 
consent  to  it  consistent  with  Duty  and  Honour. 

"  As  to  myself  I  think  it  necessary  to  say,  that  for  the  dispatch 
of  the  publick  Business  at  this  Critical  Conjuncture,  when  every 
honest  heart  should  be  concerned  for  the  publick  Service,  I  studi- 
ously avoid  every  thing  that  could  renew  the  disputes  that  subsisted 
between  us,  and  earnestly  recommend  the  same  Temper  of  Mind  to 
you,  and  cannot,  therefore,  but  be  exceedingly  surprized  in  Return 
to  be  thus  injuriously  treated,  and  represented  as  the  hateful  instru- 
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merit  of  reducing  a  free  people  to  be  the  abject  state  of  Vassalage. 
What  Grounds  have  you,  Gentlemen,  for  this  heavy  charge  ? 
What  Laws  of  Imposition  abhorrent  to  common  Justice  and  com- 
mon Reason  have  I  attempted  to  force  down  your  Throats  ?  Have 
I  proposed  any  thing  to  you  during  the  course  of  my  short  Admin- 
istration but  to  grant  supplies  to  the  Crown  adequate  to  the  Exi- 
gency of  the  Times,  to  assist  the  King's  Forces  sent  for  our  pro- 
tection, and  to  put  the  Province  into  a  posture  of  Defence  by 
establishing  a  Militia,  which  is  putting  the  Sword  into  the  hands  of 
the  people  for  their  own  security  ?  And  where  can  it  be  trusted 
with  more  safety  to  themselves  ?  Are  these  Impositions  or  are  they 
abhorrent  to  common  Justice  and  Reason  ?  I  have,  it  is  true,  refused 
to  give  my  Assent  to  some  Bills  proposed  by  you  because  they  were 
contrary  to  the  King's  Instructions,  and  amended  others  to  make 
them  agreeable  to  the  Charter  and  consistent  with  the  safety  of  the 
People  by  lodging  the  Disposition  of  the  publick  Money  in  the 
Hands  of  the  Legislature,  and  from  this,  which  is  no  more  than  a 
due  Obedience  to  the  lawful  Commands  of  the  Crown  and  the  free 
Exercise  of  my  Reason  and  Judgment  in  matters  of  Legislation,  am 
I  branded  with  Infamy  and  Reproach  and  sat  up  as  the  object  of  a 
People's  Resentments. 

u  I  am  not,  Gentlemen,  conscious  to  myself  of  having  done  or 
intended  to  do  any  the  least  Injury  to  the  people  committed  to  my 
charge;  and  the  Man  that  has  been  oppressed  or  injured  by  me  let 
him  stand  forth  and  Complain.  Who  is  it  in  your  Province  that 
does  not  enjoy  the  Freedom  of  his  own  religious  Worship  ?  Whose 
Liberty  have  I  taken  away,  or  whose  property  have  I  invaded? 
Surely  if  I  have  taken  advantage  of  the  people's  Distress  and  of 
your  regard  for  your  Country  to  force  down  your  Throats  Laws  of 
Imposition,  abhorrence  to  Justice  and  Reason ;  If  I  have  done  or 
attempted  any  thing  to  deprive  the  people  of  their  Liberties  and 
reduce  them  to  the  abject  state  of  Vassalage,  you  will  be  able  to 
point  out  some  Instances  of  these  things ;  and  I  call  upon  you  to 
do  it  if  you  can  and  make  good  your  charge.  It  is  not  to  the  peo- 
ple I  am  hateful,  Gentlemen,  but  to  yourselves,  and  that  for  no 
other  reason  but  doing  the  Duty  of  my  Station,  exercising  my  own 
Judgment  as  a  branch  of  the  Legislature  with  Freedom  and  Inde- 
pendency, and  keeping  you  as  far  as  it  was  in  my  power  to  the  Duty 
of  yours. 

"  Had  you  really  any  tenderness  for  your  bleeding  Country  would 
you  have  acted  the  part  you  have  done  ?  Would  you  have  looked 
tamely  on  and  see  the  French  seat  themselves  within  your  Borders? 
Would  you  have  suffered  them  to  encrease  their  Numbers  and  fortify 
themselves  in  a  place  from  whence  in  a  few  days  they  may  March 
an  Army  among  the  Inhabitants  ?  Would  you  have  been  deaf  to 
all  the  affectionate  Warnings  and  Calls  of  his  Majesty,  the  faithful 
Guardian  of  his,  people's  safety?  and  would  you  have  refused  the 
vol.  vi. — 35. 
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proper,  necessary,  and  timely  Assistance  to  an  Army  sent  to  pro- 
tect these  Colonies  ?  or  would  you  now  when  that  army  is  defeated 
waste  your  time  in  disputing  about  new  and  extraordinary  Claims 
of  your  own  raising  when  every  head  and  hand  should  be  employed 
for  the  public  Safety 

"  However,  Gentlemen,  to  conclude  let  me  entreat  you  to  lay 
aside  all  Heat  and  Animosity,  to  consider  the  naked  and  defenceless 
state  of  the  Inhabitants  with  a  Temper  of  Mind  becoming  the  im- 
portant Occasion  j  to  look  upon  the  French  and  their  Indians  as 
your  only  Enemies  and  the  persons  that  intend  to  enslave  you  ;  and 
be  assured  that  your  Proprietaries  or  Governor  have  no  Designs  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  People  of  Pennsylvania,  but  will  continue  to 
protect  them  in  the  Enjoyment  of  all  their  just  Eights  and  Privi- 
leges. 

"  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 

"  Philadelphia,  August,  12th,  1755. " 


A  Message  to  the  Governor  from  the  Assembly: 
u  May  it  please  the  Governor  : 

"  We  have  read  and  considered  the  Governor's  long  Message  of 
Yesterday,  and  purpose  to  return  a  full,  and  we  hope  a  satisfactory 
answer,  but  that  the  publick  Business,  of  the  greatest  Importance 
may  not  be  any  longer  delayed  by  these  disputes,  we  take  leave  to 
acquaint  the  Governor  That  the  Bill  we  had  sent  up  to  him  is  a 
Money  Bill  granting  Fifty  thousand  pounds  to  the  King's  use,  and 
we  see  no  Reason  to  alter  it;  therefore  we  adhere  to  our  Bill,  and 
desire  the  Governor  will  be  pleased  to  give  us  his  final  Answer, 
whether  he  will  or  will  not  pass  it  as  it  now  stands. 

u  Signed  by  order  of  the  House, 

"  ISAAC  NORRIS,  Speaker. 
"  August,  13th,  1755,  P.  M. 


A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly: 
"  Gentlemen  : 

"  Having  amended  the  Bill  for  raising  Fifty  thousand  pounds, 
and  not  being  yet  satisfied  that  it  is  in  my  power  or  consistent  with 
my  Trust  to  pass  it  without  those  Amendments,  whatever  I  may  be 
when  I  hear  what  you  propose  to  say  to  me  upon  the  Head,  I  think 
it  necessary  in  answer  to  your  Message  of  Yesterday  to  inform  you 
that  I  do  adhere  to  the  Amendments  made  to  me  by  the  said  Bill. 

'ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 

Philadelphia,  August  14th;  1755." 
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The  Governor  laid  before  the  Council  a  Letter  of  the  7th  Instant 
from  Colonel  Dunbar,  and  another  from  Major  General  Shirley, 
then  encamped  on  the  Mohawk's  River,  of  the  same  date,  with  a 
Copy  inclosed  of  Major  General  Shirley's  Letter  to  Colonel  Dun- 
bar, which  were  read  in  these  words : 

A  Letter  to  the  Governor  from  Colonel  Dunbar : 
"The  Camp  at  Widow  Beringer's,  August  7th;  1755. 
"Sir: 

"  I  arrived  here  this  day,  and  soon  after  had  the  favour  of  your 
letter  in  which  you  acknowledge  the  acco1'  of  one  of  mine.  I  was  in 
hopes  my  second  had  reach'd  you,  but  I  find  by  your  Messenger  he 
met  JJ-  Glazier  about  20  Miles  from  your  Town,  and  the  carrier 
with  the  Letters  from  the  Army  a  little  behind  him. 

"  As  soon  a3  I  had  the  favour  of  your  Letter  I  called  the  field 
Officers  now  with  me  and  shewed  it  to  them,  and  after  considering 
your  proposals  we  came  to  the  resolution  on  the  other  side,  which 
we  hope  will  be  agreeable  fc>  you  and  the  Council,  and  satisfy  until 
we  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  at  Shippensburgh,  where  I  hope 
to  be  about  the  17th  Instant,  and  as  we  pass  leave  a  good  Guard  at. 
McDowell's  Mill;  as  to  the  number  of  Troops  you  imagine  I  have 
with  me  you  are  greatly  mistaken.  I  left  upwards  of  300  Wounded 
and  sick  at  Fort  Cumberland  in  the  Hospital,  and  as  I  left  great 
quantities  of  powder  and  other  Stores  there  I  left  all  the  Virginia 
and  Maryland  Companys  to  protect  both. 

"  The  Troops  now  with  me  are  not  the  best  General  Braddock's 
Army  consisted  of;  all  that  went  with  him  towards  the  French  Fort, 
both  Officers  and  Soldiers,  were  picked,  and  those  now  with  me  are 
naked,  not  near  so  many  Shirts,  Breeches,  Shoes,  and  Stockings,  as 
Men,  nor  half  the  usual  number  of  Tents  to  cover  them  from  the 
Inclimancy  of  the  Weather,  but  as  they  are  I  am  ready  to  do  every 
thing  that  can  be  judged  reasonable  for  the  Honour  of  my  Master 
&  good  of  his  Country,  as  you  will  find  at  Meeting,  and  am, 

"  Sir,  your  most  humble  &  Obedient  Servant, 

"THOMAS  DUNBAR. 
"  P.  S. — Your  Messenger  put  his  Horse  to  grass,  and  in  half  an 
hour  he  could  not  be  found.  I  sent  to  Winchester  and  searched 
every  where  and  gave  it  out  in  publick  Orders,  but  to  no  purpose. 
There  are  people  who  follow  us  to  steal  our  Horses.  We  have  lost 
I  believe  three  hundred." 


"Camp  at  the  Widow  Beringer's,  August  6,  1755. 
"  Colonel  Dunbar  having  assembled  the  Field  Officers  to  consider 


548  MINUTES  OF  THE 

the  contents  of  a  Letter  received  by  him  from  Governor  Moms  of 
the  30th  July,  do  give  it  as  their  Opinions  that  the  Governor's  re- 
quest of  sending  Troops  to  McDowell's  Mill,  the  Towns  of  Ship- 
pensburgh  and  Carlisle,  to  cover  the  Frontiers  of  Pennsylvania, 
should  be  complied  with,  and  they  do  think  it  necessary  that  the 
Governor,  with  such  other  persons  as  he  shall  think  proper  to  bring 
with  him,  should  meet  the  Troops  on  their  March  to  Shippensburgh, 
where  they  will  wait  his  Arrival  or  answer  in  order  to  consider  what 
measures  shall  be  proper  and  necessary  to  be  taken  to  forward  the 
publick  Service. 

"THOMAS  DUNBAR, 
"THOMAS  GAGE, 
"RUSS  CHAPMAN, 
"  WILLIAM  SPARKED 
(A  true  Copy.) 


A  Letter  to  the  Governor  from  Mqjor  General  Shirley, 

"  From  the  Camp  of  the  Mohawk's  River  1 
86  Miles  distant  from  the  Carrying  y 
place  of  Oneida,  August  7th,  1755.     j 

"  Dear  Sir : 

"Your  Express  overtook  me  Yesterday  about  noon  with  your 
packett,  dated  July  the  30th,  for  which  I  am  much  obliged  to  you. 
Sure  never  was  any  thing  equal  to  the  Defeat  unless  the  Retreat  of 
the  1,500  Men  and  the  Scheme  for  going  into  Winter  Quarters 
when  his  Majesty's  Service  stands  so  much  in  need  of  the  Troops 
for  one  or  other  of  the  Expeditions  now  carrying  into  execution, 
which  of  them  I  shall  be  better  able  to  determine  upon  my  Arrival 
at  Oswego,  from  whence  I  shall  send  Colonel  Dunbar  immediate 
Orders. 

"  You  know,  my  dear  sir,  what  essential  parts  of  his  Majesty's 
Service  those  two  Expeditions  are  for  the  general  Welfare  of  all  the 
Northern  Colonies,  and  how  interesting  to  mj^self  (who  have  had 
the  Conduct  and  Direction  of  both)  the  good  or  bad  success  of  them 
will  be.  I  am,  therefore,  sure  you  will  not  think  I  have  judged 
wrong  in  sending  the  Orders  I  have  done  (which  I  must  beg  you  to 
forward  to  Colonel  Dunbar,  &ca-'  as  soon  as  possible),  especially  as 
the  King's  Ministers  will  probably  be  of  opinion  that  I  ought  to 
Leave  the  populous  Governments  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and 
Virginia,  to  protect  their  own  Frontier  upon  this  Emergency,  and  not 
run  the  least  risque  of  letting  either  of  the  two  other  Expeditions 
suffer  for  want  of  being  reinforced  by  the  remains  of  the  two  British 
Regiments. 

"You  shall  hear  from  me  frequently;  You  will  conceive  in  what 
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an  Infinite  hurry  I  am  in;  my  reaching  a  good  Campaign  place  at 
Night  depends  in  my  setting  out  in  four  minutes. 

"  I  want  time  to  express  how  affectionately  I  am, 

"  Dear  Sir,  Your  oblig'd  Friend  and  Obedient  Servant, 

"WILL*  SHIRLEY. 

"P.  S. — I  thought  the  inclosed  Copy  of  the  Minute  of  the  New 
York  Council  would  not  be  unacceptable  to  you. 

"  Be  pleased  to  give  my  Service  to  Mr.  Pownall.  I  have  not 
time  to  answer  his  obliging  Letter — shall  write  to  him  from  the 
Great  Carrying  place. 


Cojpy  of  a  Letter  from  Major  General  Shirley  to  Colonel  Dunbar. 

"  From  the  Camp  on  the  Mohawk's  River ") 
86  miles  distant  from  the  Oneida  Car-  [- 
rying  place,  Aug'-'  6,  1755.  J 

"Sir: 

"  I  am  now  upon  my  March  to  Oswego  in  order  to  proceed  to  the 
Strait  of  Niagara  in  the  Expedition  under  my  own  immediate  Com- 
mand, &  an  Express  from  Gov"  Morris  having  overtaken  me  here 
with  a  Letter  inclosing  a  Copy  of  one  from  yourself  to  him,  dated 
July  16th,  in  which  you  inform  him  that  you  are  on  your  march 
with  the  Forces  late  under  the  Command  of  Major  General  Brad- 
dock  to  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  .go  into  Winter  Quarters  there 
with  about  1,200  Men  and  Officers. 

"I  am  to  acquaint  you  that  two  Expeditions  of  very  great  Con- 
sequence to  his  Majesty's  Service  are  now  carrying  on,  one  against 
the  French  Forts  at  .Niagara  &  on  the  Lake  Ontario,  aud  the  other 
against  their  Forts  at  Crown  Point  and  on  the  Lake  Champlain, 
and  that  the  French  witli  their  Indians  are  so  much  strengthened 
at  both  places  by  the  said  General's  Defeat  and  the  Retreat  of  the 
Forces  to  Pennsylvania  that  the  Troops  employed  in  both  the  said 
Expeditions  stand  in  need  of  being  reinforced. 

"Wherefore  as  the  Chief  Commander  of  all  his  Majesty's 
Forces  in  North  America  is  now  devolv'd  upon  me  by  the  Death  of 
General  Braddock,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  employ  the  Troops  belong- 
ing to  your  own  and  the  late  Sir  Peter  Halkct's  Regiments,  with 
the  Three  Independent  Companies  under  the  command  of  Captains 
Rutherford,  Gates,  and  Demaris,  in  such  parts  of  his  Majesty's  Ser- 
vice to  the  Northward  as  shall  most  require  their  Assistance,  for 
which  purpose  I  have  sent  you  the  inclosed  Orders. 

"I  desire  you  will  be  pleased  to  make  me  a  return  of  the  state 
of  condition  of  his  Majestie's  Two  British  Regiments  and  the  three 
Independant  Companies  under  your  command,  as  also  of  Fort  Cum- 
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berland,  at  "Will's  Creek,  which  I  doubt  not  you  will  take  the  best 
care  you  can  to  have  put  into  a  proper  posture  of  Defence. 
"  I  ain,  Sir,  Your  most  Obedient  humble  Servant, 

«  W.  SHIRLEY. 

Upon  considering  the  above  the  Governor  sent  to  the  House 
Yesterday  the  following  Message  : 

A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly . 
"  Gentlemen  : 

"  I  have  received  from  Colonel  Dunbar  an  Answer  to  what  I 
wrote  to  him  about  posting  part  of  the  Troops  under  his  Command 
upon  the  Western  Frontiers  of  this  Province,  in  which  he  tells  me 
that  he  is  willing  to  employ  them  in  the  best  manner  he  can  for 
the  honour  of  his  Master  and  the  Service  of  the  publick,  and  en- 
closing the  Opinion  of  a  Council  of  Wrar  desiring  me  to  meet  them 
at  Shippensburg  where  they  would  wait  till  I  could  join  them,  that 
proper  measures  might  be  agreed  upon  for  the  publick  Service ;  and 
I  should  readily  have  gone  thither  for  that  purpose  had  I  not  re- 
ceived a  Letter  from  General  Shirley  in  answer  to  one  I  wrote  him 
requesting  his  orders  for  employing  the  remainder  of  the  two 
English  Regiments  for  protecting  the  Frontiers  of  this  and  the 
neighboring  Provinces,  in  which  he  tells  me  he  thinks  it  for  his 
Majesty's  Service  to  employ  those  Troops  another  way,  as  the  popu- 
lous Provinces  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia  are  able 
to  protect  their  own  Frontiers  upon  the  present  emergency,  and, 
therefore,  had  sent  orders  to  Colonel  Dunbar  under  cover  to  me  to 
march  his  Troops,  to  this  City,  which  I  have  forwarded  to  him. 

"And  as  the  March  of  these  Troops  will  leave  the  Western 
Frontiers  exposed  to  the  French  and  Indians,  I  think  it  my  Duty 
to  communicate  this  matter  to  you,  that  you  may  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble make  Provision  for  the  Security  of  the  back  Inhabitants,  and 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  Troops  during  their  March  through  this 
Province,  which  may  prevent  great  Mischiefs  to  the  people  inhabit- 
ing near  the  Road  from  Shippcnsburghto  this  Town  ;  and  I  heartily 
recommend  these  Matters  to  your  Consideration. 

""ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 

"Philadelphia,  August  14th,  1755/' 

A  great  number  of  Petitions  from  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Fron- 
tier and  other  Counties  of  this  Province  were  read,  setting  forth 
their  defenceless  State,  and  beseeching  the  Government  to  enable 
them  to  defend  themselves  and  their  Families,  &ca"  which  were  con- 
sidered, and  the  following  Message  sent  to  the  House  : 

A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
"  Gentlemen  : 

"The  Secretary  will  lay  before  you  the  Copies  of  sundry  Pcti- 
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tions  that  have  been  preferred  to  me  from  the  Inhabitants  of  several 
parts  of  this  Province,  representing  their  naked  and  defenceless 
Condition,  and  praying  Means  may  be  supplied  to  enable  them  to 
defend  themselves,  which  you  are  sensible  13  not  in  my  power  to 
comply  with.  He  will  also  lay  before  you  a  Letter  I  received  last 
Night  from  John  Harris,  giving  an  account  of  a  large  party  of  In- 
dians actually  set  out  from  the  French  Fort,  with  design  to  fall 
upon  and  destroy  the  Inhabitants  of  this  and  the  neighbouring 
Provinces.  You  have,  Gentlemen,  this  piece  of  intelligence  as  I 
received  it,  and  will  form  your  own  J  udgment  of  the  Truth  of  it. 
For  my  part  I  think  it  probable,  and  therefore  recommend  it  to 
you  to  take  immediate  thought  about  it,  as  the  consequence  will  be 
very  terrible  to  the  Inhabitants  if  this  account  be  true ;  and  it  can 
do  them  no  injury  to  be  upon  their  guard,  if  it  should  prove  false. 

"ROB*.  H.  MORRIS. 
"Philadelphia,  August  15,  1755." 

The  Speaker  attended  by  the  whole  house  waited  on  the  Governor 
with  the  Rill  entituled  "  An  Act  for  extending  so  much  of  an  Act 
intituled  '  An  Act  for  punishing  Mutiny  and  Desertion,  and  for  the 
better  payment  of  the  Army  and  their  Quarters/  passed  in  the 
twenty-eighth  Year  of  the  present  Reign,  as  relates  to  the  Quarter- 
ing and  Billeting  of  Soldiers,  and  payment  of  their  Quarters  in  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  England/'  which  was  passed  into  a 
Law,  Sealed  and  Lodged  in  the  Recorder's  Office. 


At   a   Council   held   at   Philadelphia,   Monday,    18th   August, 

1755* 

PRESENT : 

The  Governor. 

John  Penn,         )  -^ 
Richard  Peters,  j  "^  *■ 
Scarroyady,   Jonathan   Cayenquiloquoa,  Moses  Canadios,  Jack- 
nachdorus  or  John  Thutcatany,  Atackquosson,  Courad  Weiser  In- 
terpreter. 

Mr.  Weiser  acquainted  the  Governor  and  Council  that  he  had,  in 
converation  with  the  Owendats,  learned  their  History,  and  it  was 
as  follows,  viz1, : 

"  They  were  invited  to  come  to  a  great  Treaty  to  be  held  in  Win- 
chester in  fifty-nine;  that  accordingly  they  set  out  with  that  intention 
to  come  to  Virginia,  passing  by  the  French  Fort  on  Minongehelo, 
the  head  of  the  English  Expedition,  and  were  invited  to  stay  with 
the  French  in  the  Fort,  but  in  vain;  so  they  eanie  along  by  Peter 
Churlier's  old  town  so  far  as  Aughwick  to  receive  further  Directions 
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from  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  at  which  last-mentioned  place 
they  received  the  fatal  news  by  Aron,  the  Half  King's  Son.  Then 
they  resolved  to  go  as  far  as  Carlisle  to  receive  the  Governor's 
directions ;  but  when  they  came  to  Carlisle  they  were  told  that  the 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania  had  been  there,  but  could  not  stay  after 
he  heard  of  the  defeat  of  the  English  Army,  and  that  they  thor 
Indians  must  follow  him  to  Philadelphia,  and  that  in  a  few  days. 
Conrad  Weiser' s  Son  arrived  by  order  of  the  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylva>  to  convey  them  to  Philadelphia/' 

After  which  the  Governor  informed  the  Council, — ■ 
That  Scarroyady  had  sent  him  several  Messages  by  Mr.  Weiser 
to  desire  he  would  not  speak  to  the  Owendats  till  he,  Scarroyadyr 
had  an  Opportunity  of  sounding  them  as  to  their  Affection  for  the 
English,  and  not  to  be  uneasy  if  it  should  take  some  time  to 
do  it. 

On  Saturday  the  16th  of  August  Scarroyady  informed  the  Gov- 
ernor that  he  had  taken  many  Opportunities  of  conferring  with  the 
Owendats,  and  tho'  in  their  frequent  Conversations  with  him  they 
had  always  expressed  themselves  in  a  friendly  manner  towards  their 
Brethren  the  English,  yet  he  advised  the  Governor  if  he  had  any 
thing  of  consequence  to  say  to  the  Six  Nations  not  to  lay  it  before 
them  in  the  presence  of  the  Owendats. 

He  further  advised  the  Governor  to  speak  to  them  by  themselvesr 
and  to  give  them  seperate  presents,  and  the  sooner  this  was  done  it 
would  be  the  better.  He  found  they  desired  to  return  home ;  they 
said  their  Famalies,  as  they  had  been  a  long  while  from  home,, 
would  think  something  bad  had  befallen  them,  and  they  wished 
their  Brethren  would  let  them  know  what  they  had  to  say  to  them. 

That  upon  this  he  desired  Mr.  Peters  and  Mr.  Weiser  would 
think  of  a  proper  Assortment  of  Goods  for  a  present,  and  bespeak 
them  that  they  might  be  ready. 

The  Governor  further  informed  the  Council  that  Mr.  Weiser  had 
this  morning  found  the  Owendats  in  a  very  bad  Temper,  and  said 
if  the  present  was  not  delivered  to  them  this  day  he  believed  they 
would  go  away ;  that  he  had  acquainted  the  Speaker  with  what  was> 
thought  necessary  to  be  given,  as  well  to  the  Owendats  as  to  the 
Six  Nations,  and  he  concurring  with  him  in  opinion  and  promising 
to  mention  it  to  the  House,  Mr.  Peters  and  he  had  ordered  that 
part  of  Goods  intended  to  be  given  the  Owendats  to  the  Governor's 
House,  to  be  delivered  to  them  after  dinner. 

The  Governor  ordered  the  Goods  in,  and  then  spoke  as  follows : 
"  Brethren,  the  Owendats — ■ 

"  The  Goods  now  lying  before  you  are  the  Gift  of  the  Good  Peo- 
ple of  this  Province.  They  desire  your  acceptance  of  them  as  a 
Mark  of  the  sincere  affection  they  bear  you,  and  of  the  greatful 
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sense  they  have  of  your  Friendship  in  coming  to  pay  them  this  visit 
at  such  a  dangerous  time." 

Here  the  Interpreter  received  the  following  List  of  the  Goods : 
\  bbl.  Gunpowder     ----- 

1  ps-  blue  Strowds     -         -  - 

2  Gro.  bed  lace 

2  lb.  Vermillion 

1  doz.  Cuttoe  Knives         --:-.- 
1  dozen  large     Do.  - 

1  Groce  sorted  Rings         -         -         -         - 
1  Giro.  Indian  Awl  blades  -         -         - 

\  Gr.  Morris  bells 

1  Gr.  Scarlet  Garters         - 

1  ps-  white  half  Thicks       - 

2  cwt.  Bar  Lead 

1  ps-  Striped  Duffield  - 

1  pSl  Blankets 

2  Pieces  Garlich 

6  Guns 

10  Hb  Tobacco 

4  doz.  long  pipes 

Porterage  of  powder,  &ca-   -         -         -         - 


"  Brethren : 

uWe  consider  you  as  united  to  us  in  a  firm  League  of  Friendship 
and  as  having  the  same  Interests  with  us,  in  consideration  of  this 
we  desire  that  when  you  return  home,  as  You  live  at  a  great  Dis- 
tance and  among  our  Enemies,  You  would  observe  every  thing  that 
is  doing,  keep  up  a  close  Correspondence  with  us,  and  give  us  early 
notice  when  any  thing  is  intended  against  us. 

"We  expect  you  will  do  all  in  your  power  to  prevent  any  Injury 
being  offered  to  our  back  Inhabitants ;  and  if  it  should  be  told  you 
that  notwithstanding  your  good  Offices  Hurt  is  projected  against 
us,  You  will  dispatch  one  of  your  Tribe  in  whom  you  can  repose  a 
Confidence,  and  whom  you  know  to  be  a  Friend  of  the  English,  to 
give  us  notice  of  such  intended  Harm  that  we  may  be  prepared  to 
defend  ourselves. 

"  We  cannot  give  you  the  Hatchet,  but  we  depend  on  the  con- 
tinuance of  your  Friendship,  and  that  you  will  neither  be  concerned 
in  any  attempts  against  the  Lives  or  properties  of  our  Inhabitants, 
nor  as  far  as  lies  in  you  to  suffer  others  to  do  us  hurt.  This  we 
say  to  your  nation,  and  accordingly  you  will  acquaint  them  with  our 
request.     In  Confirmation  whereof  We  give  you  this  Belt.'' 

Here  a  Belt  was  given. 
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A  Message  sent  by  the  Governor  on  the  16th  Instant  to  the  As- 
sembly, in  Answer  to  theirs  of  the  12  th  Instant  on  Indian  Affairs, 
was  read  in  these  words : 

"  A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
"Gentlemen: 

"  If  my  Message  gave  you  reason  to  think  that  the  Owendats 
came  here  on  a  particular  invitation  of  Mine  at  this  time,  I  have  led 
you  into  a  mistake ;  they  set  out  from  their  Country,  as  they  have 
informed  me,  on  the  plan  set  forth  in  the  Minutes  of  Council  of  the 
twentieth  and  twenty-fourth  day  of  December  last,  which  were  laid 
before  you. 

"  The  other  Indians  at  their  request  accompanied  them  hither  as 
they  were  strangers;  and  Scarroyady  says  he  has  some  particular 
Business  to  transmit  with  this  Government.  I  have  in  the  name  of 
the  Province  given  Thanks  to  the  Owendats  for  this  kind  visit,  and 
to  those  of  the  Six  Nations  that  were  with  our  Army  in  the  late 
Action;  assured  them  all  of  the  Affections  of  the  English ;  recom- 
mend to  them  to  continue  firm  in  their  Attachments  to  us,  and  give 
them  Room  to  expect  some  presents  as  a  token  of  our  Regard. 

"  As  the  Treasury  is  exhausted  I  can  only  say  that  I  will  readily 
pass  a  bill  for  striking  any  sum  in  Paper  Money  the  present  Exi- 
gency may  require,  provided  Funds  are  established  for  sinking  the 
same  in  Five  Years. 

"  The  Secretary  will  communicate  to  you  what  was  said  to  the 
Indians  Yesterday,  and  I  shall  lay  before  you  what  may  further  pass 
between  us,  &  earnestly  recommend  to  you  to  enable  me  to  send 
these  people  away  perfectly  satisfied. 

"  ROBT-  H.  MORRIS. 

"  Philadelphia,  Aug'-  16th,  1755/'' 

The  Governor  laid  before  the  Council  a  Letter  from  Govr-  De  Lan- 
cey  and  his  Message  to  the  Assembly  thereupon : 

A  Letter  from  Governor  De  Lancey  to  Governor  Morris. 

"New  York,  7th  August,  1755. 
"  Sir : 

"  I  inclose  you  a  Copy  of  an  Extract  of  Governor  Lawrence's 
Letter  to  Lieutenant  Governor  Phipps,  which  I  received  Yesterday. 
His  intelligence  should  be  a  strong  motive  to  induce  us  to  continue 
to  restrain  by  every  means  in  our  power  supplying  the  French  with 
provisions,  as  they  must  be  greatly  distressed  for  want  of  them. 

"  The  Assembly  yesterday  voted  400  additional  Men  to  reinforce 
those  under  Major  General  Johnson,  which  I  hope  will  soon  be 
raised  and  sent  away.  The  Governor  of  Connecticut  I  expect  will 
send  500,  and  if  Massachusetts  Bay  do  the  like  we  shall  have  a 
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force  sufficient  near  Crown  Point  to  withstand  the  Canadians  tho' 
they  shou'd  be  joined  by  the  Troops  from  France  which  have  es- 
caped up  the  River  St.  Lawrence. 

"  And  if  Jersey  send  more  Men  to  Colonel  Schuyler  to  reinforce 
General  Shirley,  and  I  hear  their  Assembly  have  voted  £30,000. 
We  may  have  reason  to  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  cope  with  the 
French. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 

"JAMES  DE  LANCE Y. 

"To  Governor  Morris." 


A  Message  from  the   Governor  to  the  Assembly, 
11  Gentlemen  : 

"  By  an  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Lawrence  to  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  Phips  sent  me  by  Governor  De  Lancey,  I  find  that 
the  French  at  Louisburgh  are  in  great  distress  for  provisions,  inso- 
much that  he  thinks  they  may  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  giving 
up  the  place  to  us  if  a  supply  can  be  prevented. 

"I  therefore  recommend  it  to  you  to  think  of  some  proper  Law 
that  may  most  effectually  prevent  their  being  supplied  from  this 
Province. 

"  ROBT-  H.  MORRIS. 

"Philadelphia,  August  16th,  1755." 

Sundry  Letters  from  Mr.  Burd  relating  to  the  new  accounts  of 
the  poor  people  employed  in  cutting  the  Roads  for  the  use  of  the 
Army  were  read,  and  the  Accounts  sent  to  the  House  by  the  Secre- 
tary. 

Mr.  Alexander  having  been  so  kind  as  to  transmit  to  the  Gov- 
ernor a  Copy  of  an  order  made  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of  the 
Province  of  New  Jersey  relating  to  the  unjust  pretentions  and  muti- 
nous behaviour  of  some  of  the  people  of  Connecticut,  the  same  was 
read  and  ordered  to  be  entered  as  a  precedent  to  be  observed  in  ease 
those  restless  Spirits  continue  their  design  of  settling  Lands  in  this 
Province. 


Cop?/  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Council  of  the  Province  of  New  Jersey. 

"  At  a  Council  August  9th,  1755. 

"  His  Excellency  laid  before  this  Board  sundry  Depositions,  which 
being  read  it  from  thence  appears  that  a  considerable  Dumber  of  the 
people  of  the  County  of  Hunterdon,  and  particularly  of  the  late 
Rioters  on  the  Society's  and  Byerlie's  Tracts  there,  have  within  a 
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few  Months  past  entered  into  a  Conspiracy  and  Combination  to 
throw  off  their  Dependance  on  his  Majesty's  Government  of  this 
Province,  and  have  signed  a  Writing  setting  forth  that  they  had 
bought  the  Lands  they  were  possessed  of,  but  could  not  find  that 
the  persons  they  had  bought  of  had  any  right  thereto ;  that  Actions 
had  been  brought  against  several  of  them,  and  had  turned  or  would 
turn  them  out  of  possession,  and  praying  that  the  Government  of 
the  Colony  of  Connecticutt  would  sett  them  off  in  a  County  of  Con- 
necticutt  by  themselves  and  take  them  under  their  protection  and 
Laws,  &ca-'  whereon  His  Excellency  referred  the  said  Depositions  to 
the  Consideration  of  a  Committee  of  this  board,  or  any  five  of  them, 
to  enquire  further  into  that  matter,  and  into  what  if  any  Colour  for 
such  Conspiracy,  and  to  report  their  Opinion  thereon  to  this  board 
with  all  convenient  Speed. 


«  At  a  Council,  August  20th,  1755. 
"  May  it  please  your  Excellency : 

"  In  obedience  to  your  Excellency's  Order  in  Council  of  the 
ninth  Inst,  referring  to  us  the  three  depositions  therein  mentioned, 
and  to  enquire  further  into  the  matter  contained  in  these  depositions, 
and  into  what,  if  any  Colour  for  such  Conspiracy,  we  have  consid- 
ered thereof,  and  find  that  the  Colour  for  pretended  the  Conspiracy 
arises  from  the  uncertainty  of  the  Southern  and  Western  Boundaries 
of  the  Charter  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and  had  there  been 
nothing  afterwards  to  ascertain  those  Boundaries,  yet  there  was  no 
more  colour  to  claim  any  part  of  New  Jersey  by  virtue  of  that 
Charter  than  there  was  to  claim  Mexico,  Peru,  and  Brazil,  for  New 
Jersey  was  at  the  date  of  that  Charter  in  the  possession  of  the 
Dutch,  as  the  others  were  in  the  the  possession  of  the  Spaniards 
and  Portuguese.  But  we  find  that  all  Colour  arising  from  the  un- 
certainty of  the  said  southern  and  Western  bounds  was  taken  away 
as  follows  :  We  find  that  on  the  12th  day  of  March,  1664,  King 
Charles  the  2nd  granted  to  his  Brother  James,  Duke  of  York, 
sundry  large  Tracts  of  Land  in  America,  whereof  the  now  Province 
of  New  York  and  the  now  Province  of  New  Jersey  were  part,  and 
the  said  Duke  of  York  granted  to  Lord  Berkley  and  Sir  George 
Carteret  in  fee  the  now  Province  of  New  Jersey,  by  Lease  and 
Release,  elated  the  23rd  and  24th  days  of  June,  1664,  Rendering 
to  the  said  Duke  of  York  and  his  Heirs  the  yearly  Bent  of  Twenty 
Nobles.  That  by  virtue  of  a  Commission  from  King  Charles  the 
second  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England,  dated  the  26th  day  of 
April,  1604,  Commissioners  were  appointed  for  hearing,  determining, 
and  setting  the  Bounds  of  the  English  Colonies,  by  virtue  of  which 
the  Commissioners  thereby  appointed,  after  hearing  of  Commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  Assembly  of  Connecticut  on  the  1st  day  of 
December,  1664,  did  Judge,  order,  and  declare  that  the  Southern 
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boundary  of  Connecticutt  was  the  Sea  between  Connecticutt  and 
Long  Island,  and  that  the  Creek  or  River  called  Momoronick  River, 
which  was  reported  to  be  about  thirteen  Miles  to  the  East  of  West- 
chester, and  a  Line  drawn  from  the  East  point  or  side  where  the 
Fresh  Water  falls  into  the  Salt  at  High  Water  mark  North  North- 
west to  the  Line  of  the  Massachusetts,  be  the  Western  Bounds  of 
the  said  Colony  of  Connecticut,  which  award  of  his  Majestie's  said 
Commissioners  was  consented  to  by  the  Governor  and  Commissioners 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut  as  by  the  said  Commission 
and  the  said  award  and  consent  all  of  Record  in  the  Secretary's 
Office  of  New  York  more  fully  may  appear,  and  its  notorious  that 
Momoronick  River  is  far  Eastward  of  Hudson's  River,  &  that  the 
said  North  North  west  Line  from  thence  leaves  all  New  Jersey  to 
the  Westward  of  the  said  West  Bounds  of  Connecticut. 

"  And  we  do  further  find  that  afterwards,  on  or  about  the  23rd 
day  of  November,  1683,  certain  Articles  of  Agreement  were  con- 
cluded between  Col.  Thomas  Dongan,  then  Governor  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  New  York,  and  the  Council  of  that  Province  on  the  one 
side  and  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
Connecticutt  on  the  other  side,  by  which  certain  Lines  from  Byram 
River  (which  is  much  further  Eastward  than  the  said  Momoronick 
River  and  North  North-west  Line)  were  agreed  to  as  the  Bounds 
between  the  Duke  of  York's  Territories  in  America  and  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut  for  ever  thereafter,  which  certain  Agreement  was  on 
the  twenty-eighth  day  of  March,  1700,  ratified  and  approved  of  by 
his  late  Majesty  King  William  the  third,  with  the  advice  of  his 
privy  Council,  as  by  the  said  Agreement  and  approbation  upon 
Record  in  the  Secretary's  Office  of  New  York  may  appear,  and 
which  last-mentioned  bounds  (being  about  twenty  miles  Eastward 
of  Hudson's  River)  have  continued  ever  since  the  Western  Bounds 
of  Connecticut,  without  any  pretence  to  the  Contrary  by  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut  to  our  knowledge  or  Belief. 

"  And  we  do  further  humbly  report  to  your  Excellency,  that  as 
all  Colour  of  Ground  for  the  said  Conspiracy  was  so  long  ago  taken 
away  as  before,  We  are  humbly  of  Opinion  that  the  said  Conspiracy 
and  all  Endeavours  to  carry  the  same  or  the  like  into  Execution  are 
highly  criminal  and  seditious,  tending  to  disturb  aud  destroy  his 
Majesty's  Government  and  peace  of  this  Province. 

"  Wherefore  we  are  humbly  of  Opinion  that  the  said  Deposi- 
tions with  a  Copy  hereof  be  delivered  to  the  Attorney  General  of 
this  Province,  and  that  he  communicate  the  same  to  the  Trustees  of 
the  Counties  in  which  he  may  suspect  any  of  the  said  Conspirators 
or  other  such  Conspirators  do  live,  that  they  may  diligently  enquire, 
discover,  apprehend,  and  committ  all  such  Conspirators  and  their 
aiders  and  abettors,  that  they  may  be  prosecuted  by  him  with  the 
utmost  rigour  and  severity  of  the  Law,  either  by  Indict  Mionts  or 
Information,  to  file  which  Information  we  are  of  opinion  that  he  be 
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impowered  by  your  Excellency  and  Council's  approbation  hereof 
without  any  further  particular  order. 

"  We  are,  also,  further  of  opinion,  that  the  Justices  of  the  said 
Counties  at  the  next  Quarter  sessions  shall  cause  a  copy  of  these 
presents  to  be  read  to  the  respective  Grand  Juries  at  giving  them 
their  charge,  that  they  may  diligently  enquire  and  true  presente- 
fflent  make  of  all  such  Conspirators,  and  of  all  persons  who  by 
their  Actions  or  words  or  writing,  have  Countenanced,  Aided,  or 
Abetted,  or  shall  Countenance,  Aid,  or  Abett  such  Conspiracy,  that 
they  may  be  brought  to  Justice  and  punished  as  Seditious  Per- 
sons and  Enemies  to  His  Majestie's  Government  and  peace  of  this 
Province;  and  that  the  same  be  in  like  manner  read  and  recom- 
mended in  the  Succeeding  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions,  while  they 
have  reason  to  suspect  that  any  such  Conspirators  remain  undis- 
covered, and  not  prosecuted  and  punished  in  their  respective  Coun- 
ties. 

"  By  order  of  the  Committee. 

"DAVID  OGDEN,  Chairman." 

Which  being  read,  was  approved  of  by  his  Excellency  and  this 
board,  and  declared  accordingly. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Tuesday  the  19th  Augf-' 
1755. 

PRESENT  I 

The  Governor, 

Mr.  John  Penn,  Mr.  Strettell, 

Mr.  Turner,  Mr.  Peters. 

Mr.  Lardner, 

The  following  Dispatches  by  Express  from  General  Shirley  were 
read : 

His  Letter  of  the  13th  Aug*'  from  the  Camp  of  the  Great  Car- 
rying Place  between  the  Mohawks  River  and  Wood  Creek : 

A  Letter  J rom   Gen1  Shirley  to   Governor  Morris. 

u  Camp  on  the  Great  Carrying  Place") 
between   the  Mohawks    River  and  > 
Wood  Creek,  Augf   13th,  1755.       J 
"  Sir : 

"  I  have  but  a  minutes  time  before  I  proceed  in  my  March  to 
write,  and  inclose  to  you  a  Copy  of  the  Letter  and  Orders  to  Colo- 
nel Dunbar. 

"  The  successful  execution  of  them  will  be  the  last  importance  to 
His  Majestie's  Service. 
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el  It  will  now,  Sir,  depend  upon  your  own  Government  and  those 
of  Virginia  and  Maryland  to  assist  him  with  reinforcements,  Pro- 
visions, Ammunition,  Artillery,  Ordnance,  Stores,  Carriages,  and 
Horses,  and  all  other  Things  necessary  to  fit  him  out  for  his  March 
and  the  Service  he  is  ordered  upon,  and  I  have  wrote  to  the  same 
effect  to  Governors  Dinwiddie  and  Sharpe,  whose  assistance  with 
your  own  I  must  entirely  rely  upon  at  this  extraordinary  Crisis. 

"As  to  the  expence  of  the  necessary  supplies,  Your  Honour  I 
know  and  his  Majestie's  two  other  Governors  will  do  the  Crown 
all  the  Justice  you  can  in  getting  your  respective  Assemblies  to 
bear  the  whole  or  as  great  a  part  of  it  as  possible;  the  remainder 
of  it  I  must  for  the  good  of  his  Majestie's  Service,  which  is  now  at 
Stake,  submit  to  draw  upon  the  Deputy  Pay-Master,  for  which  you 
may  depend  upon  I  will,  trusting  that  the  Government  at  home 
will  take  proper  measures  for  reimbursing  the  Crown  from  the  Colo- 
nies. 

"I  am  with  the  greatest  Regard  and  Esteem,  Dear  Sir,  Your 
Honour's  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"WM  SHIRLEY. 

"  To  the  Honb,e-  Governor  Morris. 

"  P.  S. — Be  pleased  not  to  lose  a  moment's  time  in  forwarding 
my  Dispatches  for  Col.  Dunbar,  which  I  hope  will  fall  in  with  your 
own  Sentiments. 

"  Yours,  Dear  Sir,  most  Affectionately, 

"W.  S." 

Copy's  of  Major  General  Shirley's  orders  to  Colonel  Dunbar  of 
the  6th  and  12th  of  August : 

[Copy.]  Orders  for  Colonel  Thomas  Dunbar : 

u.  You  are  to  take  upon  you  the  Command  of  your  own  and  the 
late  Sir  Peter  Halket's  Regiments,  and  without  Delay  proceed  to 
the  City  of  Albany,  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  leaving  a  proper 
number  of  Officers  of  each  Regiment  in  Pennsylvania  and  Mary- 
land, and  New  Jersey,  to  recruit  for  Compleating  the  said  Regi- 
ments to  their  full  Complements  of  1,000  Men  each. 

"After  your  arrival  at  Philadelphia  you  arc  to  proceed  to  Am- 
boy,  and  if  you  shall  be  in  want  of  Provisions  for  victualling  the 
said  regiments  on  your  March,  I  have  given  orders  to  Messrs.  W. 
Mifllin  and  Saunders,  at  Philadelphia,  to  supply  you  upon  your  Ap- 
plication to  them  for  that  purpose. 

"  You  are  to  give  timely  notice  to  Mess"  Ewing,  Alexander,  and 
Morris,  of  New  York,  of  the  time  you  expect  to  be  at  Amboy,  who 
have  directions  to  provide  Vessels,  Provisions,  and  other  necessaries 
to  convey  you  to  Albany,  on  board  of  which  Vessels  you  are  to  em- 
bark the  said  Troops  and  proceed  with  them  to  Albany,  when  you 
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shall  be  furnished  with  Provisions  for  the  said  Troops  by  the  afore- 
said Ewing,  Alexander,  and  Morris,  upon  your  demand  of  the 
same. 

u  You  are  to  encamp  and  remain  at  Albany  until  further  or- 
ders. 

"  Being  informed  by  a  Copy  of  your  Letter  to  Governor  Morris 
that  you  have  posted  the  three  independant  Companies  under  the 
comand  of  CaptM- Rutherford,    Gates,  and    Demera,  at  Fort  Cum-, 
berland,  You  are  to  continue  them  there  till  further  Orders. 

"  Lastly,  you  are  to  order  Captn-  Ord  or  the  Commanding  Officer 
of  the  Train  of  Artillery,  together  with  Mr.  McCullogh,  Engeneer 
with  the  Train,  &ca-  to  March  by  the  same  Route  as  before  men- 
tioned to  Albany,  there  to  remain  till  further  Orders,  except  Mr. 
McCullogh,  who  is  to  proceed  upon  the  receipt  of  this  order  with 
such  Matrosses  as  are  at  hand  with  all  Expedition  to  join  me  at 
Oswego,  And  you  are  to  order  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Deputy  Paymaster 
General  for  the  Southern  district,  to  proceed  directly  to  New  York, 
where  he  will  receive  further  orders  from  me. 

"If  I  have  omitted  any  thing  in  these  orders  necessary  for  the 
Expediting  your  March,  You  will  be  pleased  to  supply  such  Omis- 
sion according  to  your  own  discretion  in  the  best  manner  you  can 
for  his  Majestie's  Service  and  forwarding  your  March. 

"  From  the  Camp  on  the  Mohawks  River,  36  Miles  from  the 
Oneida  Carrying  Place,  August  6,  1755. 

«  WM-  SHIRLEY." 


Orders  for   Colonel  Thomas  Dunbar. 

"Whereas,  by  the  death  of  Major  General  Braddock  the  com- 
mand of  all  his  Forces  in  North  America  devolves  upon  me,  and 
upon  advices  rec'd  from  the  Governors  of  Pennsylvania  and  Dominion 
of  Virginia  of  the  defeat  of  part  of  his  Majestie's  Forces  under  the 
said  late  General's  comand,  I  think  it  for  the  good  of  his  Majestie's 
Service  that  an  attempt  should  be  made  as  soon  as  possible  for  the 
Reduction  of  Forts  Duquesne  and  Presque  Isle  with  the  Forces  now 
under  your  Command  and  those  which  shall  be  raised  by  the  Gov- 
ernments of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  or  either  of 
them,  for  the  same  Service.  Now  I  do  hereby  direct  that  upon  the 
receipt  of  these  my  Orders  (any  thing  contained  in  my  former  Or- 
ders to  you  of  the  6th  Instant  to  the  Contrary  thereof  in  any  wise 
notwithstanding)  you  collect  as  soon  as  May  be  such  Provisions, 
Pieces  of  Ordnance,  Ammunition,  and  stores  as  you  may  meet  with 
at  Winchester  and  Fort  Cumberland  or  elsewhere  in  Virginia  (re- 
serving for  the  said  Fort  what  you  think  necessary  for  the  defence 
thereof),  as  also  such  as  you  shall  receive  from  the  Lf-  Govr  of  Penn- 
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sylvania  and  Maryland  (to  whom,  as  also  to  L'-  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, you  will  be  pleased  to  make  application  for  the  same)  and 
those  you  buried  in  your  Retreat,  and  after  making  the  proper  Dis- 
positions of  his  Majestie's  Forces  under  your  Command  and  the 
provincial  Forces  which  you  shall  receive,  you  are  immediately  to 
March  with  the  said  Troops  to  Fort  Du  Quesne,  at  which  place  I 
don't  in  the  least  doubt  from  your  Experience  and  good  Conduct  of 
your  safe  Arrival,  And  you  are  to  send  me  as  soon  as  may  be  a 
return  of  the  Strength  you  March  off  with,  as  well  as  the  Artillery, 
Ammunition,  Stores,  and  Provisions,  &ea- 

"Upon  your  Arrival  with  the  Forces  under  your  Command  before 
Fort  Du  Quesne  you  are  to  beseige  it  in  the  manner  you  shall  Judge 
proper  for  the  reduction  thereof;  and  upon  your  succeeding  in  it, 
you  are  to  leave  a  Garrison  there  sufficient  for  the  defence  of  it  and 
proceed  with  the  Remainder  of  the  Forces  under  your  command  to 
the  French  Fort  at  Presque  Isle,  and  attempt  the  reduction  thereof, 
and  in  case  of  your  success  against  it  to  leave  a  'garrison  in  it  suffi- 
cient for  its  defence ;  both  which  Garrisons  are  to  remain  there  until 
further  orders.  And  in  case  of  your  Failure  in  both  these  attempts 
(which  God  forbid),  You  are  to  make  the  most  proper  Disposition 
of  his  Majestie's  Forces  to  cover  the  Frontiers  of  the  Provinces, 
particularly  at  the  Towns  of  Shippensburg  and  Carlisle,  and  at  or 
near  a  place  called  McDowell's  Mill,  where  the  New  Road  to  the 
Allegheny  Mountains  begin  in  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Incursions 
of  the  Enemy,  until  you  shall  receive  further  orders. 

"  You  will  carry  Mr.  McMullough,  Mr.  Orde,  the  Officers  of  the 
Train  of  Artillery,  and  Matrosses,  as  also  such  of  his  Majestie's 
Independant  Companies  now  posted  at  Fort  Cumberland  as  you  shall 
think  proper,  with  you  to  Fort  Du  Quesne. 

"  Lastly,  if  through  any  unforseen  Accident  it  should  become 
absolutely  impracticable  for  you  to  put  these  orders  in  Execution, 
which  yet  I  hope  can't  be  the  case,  then  you  are  forthwith  to  follow 
my  former  Orders  of  the  6th  Instant. 

"W.  SHIRLEY. 

"A  true  Copy,  Examined  by 

"  WM-  ALEXANDER,  Secy." 

Copy  of  Major  General  Shirley's  Letter  to  Colonel  Dunbar  of 
the  12th  Aug'- : 

A  Letter  from  General  Shirley  to  Colonel  Dunbar. 

"From  the  Camp  at  the  Carrying  Place") 
of  Onedia,  near  the  head  of  the  Mo-  [■ 
hawk's  River,  August  12th,  1755.       J 
"Sir: 

"  Upon  my  receiving  Letters  from  Governor  Morris  that  you  was 
on  your  March  with  his  Majestie's  Forces  under  your  Command 
vol.  vi. — 36. 


562  MINUTES  OF  THE 

for  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  I  was  then  of  the  Opinion  from  the 
Accounts  I  had  received  of  the  late  defeat  and  the  present  Circum- 
stances of  the  Forces  that  it  would  be  for  the  good  of  his  Majestie's 
Service  to  have  them  Marcht  this  way  in  order  to  assist  in  or  sup- 
port the  two  Expeditions  now  carrying  on  against  Niagara-  and 
Crown  Point,  for  which  purpose  I  sent  you  Orders  of  the  6th  In- 
stant; but  having  since  received  Letters  from  Govr'  Dinwiddie  with 
a  full  account  of  the  state  of  the  Forces  now  under  your  Command, 
and  the  Reinforcements  you  will  receive,  it  appears  clear  to  me,  as 
there  will  be  four  Months  of  good  weather  before  the  winter  setts 
in,  that  with  the  number  of  Forces  you  now  have  and  the  Assist- 
ances you  will  receive  from  the  Provinces  of  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
land and  Virginia,  You  may  yet  have  it  in  your  power  to  retrieve 
the  Loss  sustained  by  the  late  defeat  of  Major  Genera)  Braddock 
and  the  Honour  of  the  British  Arms  by  proceeding  directly  to  Fort 
du  Quesne.  The  Loss  of  Artillery  by  the  General  may  I  under- 
stand be  supplied  with  other  pieces,  together  with  Ammunition  and 
Ordnance  Stores,  from  Fort  Cumberland,  Winchester,  and  the  Pro- 
vinces of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Dominion  of  Virginia,  which 
with  what  you  buried  before  your  Retreat  (and  I  hope  was  not  so 
defac'd  but  that  they  may  be  of  Service  again),  appear  to  me  to  be 
a  sufficient  Train,  for  under  it  advisable  to  you  to  make  a  Second 
attempt  for  the  Reduction  of  Fort  Du  Quesne,  especially  as  I  am 
fully  persuaded  that  your  late  Retreat  hath  made  the  Commandant 
there  think  himself  at  Liberty  to  draw  off  great  part  of  his  Forces 
from  thence  to  strengthen  the  Forces  at  Niagara  and  Crown  Point, 
or  at  least  the  former  of  them,  where  they  daily  expect  to  be  attack'd, 
and  consequently  to  weaken  the  Garrison  at  Fort  Du  Quesne. 

UI  am,  therefore  of  Opinion,  Sir,  and  I  doubt  not  but  you  will 
join  with  me  and  the  Governors  of  the  three  before-mentioned 
Colonies,  that  it  will  be  for  the  good  of  his  Majestie's  Service,  as 
the  Forces  under  your  command  must  by  this  time  be  refreshed  and 
recovered  from  their  late  Timidity,  of  which  I  hope  their  Officers 
have  made  them  sensible,  and  that  they  will  be  glad  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  Retrieve  the  Honour  of  the  British  Arms,  that  you 
do  after  making  the  proper  Disposition  of  the  Forces  now  under  your 
Command  March  directly  for  Fort  Du  Quesne,  for  which  purpose 
you  will  herewith  receive  my  Orders. 

"  I  shall  proceed  in  my  March  from  this  place  for  Oswego  to- 
morrow morning  upon  the  Expedition  under  my  Command.  Wish- 
ing you  success,  I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

«  WM-  SHIRLEY. 

"  P.  S. — You  will  be  pleased  to  favour  me  with  an  Ansr-  by  the 
return  of  this  Express,  which  I  have  ordered  to  follow  me  with  it. 
All  future  Letters  until  my  Return  you  will  be  pleased  to* direct  ffir 
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me  to  the  care  of  James  Stevenson,  Esqr.,  at  Albany,  who  will 
forward  them  to  Oswego. 
"  A  true  Copy,  Attr- 

"WM-  ALEXANDER,  Sec*" 

Afterwards  were  read  the  Governor's  Draughts  of  his  Answer  to 
the  Letter  of  General  Shirley's,  and  of  a  Letter  to  Colonel  Dunbar, 
together  with  the  Draught  of  his  Message  to  the  Assembly,  and  the 
same  were  approved  and  ordered  to  be  entered : 

A  Letter  from  Governor  Morris  to  General  Shirley. 
« Dear  Sir; 

"I  am  favoured  with  yours  by  Express,  and  send  forward  your 
several  Letters  to  Colonel  Dunbar  and  the  two  neighbouring  Gov- 
ernments. I  wish  the  Information  upon  which  you  founded  the 
Orders  you  have  now  sent  had  been  true,  or  that  an  Expedition 
could  possibly  be  formed  from  these  Provinces  in  time,  which  I 
have  great  reason  to  fear  it  cannot. 

"  My  Assembly  met  on  the  Twenty-third  of  July,  much  sooner 
than  any  of  those  of  the  neighbouring  Governments,  and  have  done 
nothing  towards  an  expedition.  It  is  true  they  profess  great  Loyalty 
to  the  Crown  &  Zeal  for  the  publick,  yet  their  Conduct  does  not  by 
any  means  come  up  to  their  professions,  as  may  be  observed  from 
the  whole  Tenor  of  their  Behaviour,  and  their  insisting  upon  new 
and  extraoadinary  points  at  such  a  time  as  this,  when  they  know  I 
am  restrained  by  my  Commission  from  coming  into  them,  and  had 
they  instead  of  spending  a  month  in  idle  dispute  given  money  at 
at  first,  and  in  such  a  way  as  I  could  have  taken  it,  we  might  have 
had  by  this  time  Three  thousand  men  ready  for  Service,  with  pro- 
visions, Tents,  and  other  things  necessary,  for  the  spirits  of  the 
people  were  then  up  and  they  would  readily  have  them  engaged  in 
the  Service. 

"  But  uncommon  pains  have  been  taken  by  the  Quakers  to  dis- 
suade the  people  from  taking  up  Arms  upon  the  present  Occasion  ; 
to  this  end  they  have  sent  Committees  round  to  every  body  with 
whom  they  have  had  any  Connection,  and  Calculated  all  their  Ser- 
mons to  answer  that  purpose,  which  have  had  so  great  Influence 
upon  the  People  and  even  upon  the  Assembly,  a  great  Majority  of 
which  are  Quakers,  that  the  Inhabitants  seem  as  unconcerned  as 
ever ;  and  tho'  as  an  additional  Encouragement  to  those  that  would 
engage  in  an  expedition  to  remove  the  French  and  become  Settlers 
I  made  a  proposal  to  the  Assembly  to  give  Two  hundred  Acres  to 
every  Soldier,  Four  hundred  to  every  Subaltern,  Five  hundred  to 
every  Captain,  One  thousand  to  every  Colonel,  and  Seven  hundred 
and  fifty  to  the  other  field  Officers,  without  any  purchase  Money 
and  free  from  the  payment  of  Quit-Rent  for  fifteen  Years,  yet  this 
or  any  thing  else  I  could  do  had  no  effect  upon  the  Assembly,  who 
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seem'd  determined  to  take  advantage  of  their  Country's  distress  to 
get  the  whole  powers  of  Government  into  their  own  hands,  and 
unless  I  will  join  with  them  in  this  their  Scheme  and  betray  the 
trust  reposed  in  me  by  the  Crown  and  Proprietary  Family,  they 
will  not  come  into  a  Law  for  the  Establishment  of  a  Militia  nor 
raise  any  supplies. 

"  From  what  I  have  said,  Sir,  you  will  form  some  Judgement 
of  the  disposition  of  the  Assembly  of  this  Province  and  how  little 
is  to  be  expected  from  them;  and  as  I  cannot  conceive  that  the 
otji'er'  Provinces  will  or  indeed  can  carry  on  an  expedition  against 
Fort  Duquesne  without  the  aid  of  this,  I  have  not  the  least  hopes 
that  any  thing  of  that  kind  will  be  undertaken  this  Year,  nor  even 
in  the  next  without  Parliamentary  Interposition. 

"I  shall,  however,  once  more  call  upon  the  Assembly  of  this 
Province  and  let  them  know  the  Destination  of  the  Troops  under 
Col1,  Dunbar  depends  very  much  upon  their  Eesolutions,  and  in  the 
mean  time  shall  take  the  Liberty  to  advise  the  Colonel  to  continue 
his  March  towards  this  City,  where  he  may  soon  recruit  his  Regiments 
and  furnish  his  Men  and  Officers  with  what  they  may  have  occasion 
for,  and  if  an  Expedition  to  the  Westward  is  agreed  on  he  can  be 
at  Carlisle  before  the  Provincial  Troops  can  possibly  be  raised,  and 
in  case  nothing  should  be  done  on  the  part  of  the  Province,  as  I 
am  fearful  there  will  not,  he  will  then  be  so  far  on  his  Way  towards 
Albany. 

(t  And  here  you  will  give  me  leave  to  say  that  I  think  those 
Troops  can  be  no  where  so  well  employed  as  in  strengthening  you 
and  contributing  to  your  success  in  the  gaining  that  important  pass 
at  Niagara,  in  which,  if  you  succeed,  Fort  Du  Quesne  will  become 
of  little  or  no  consequence  to  the  French,  as  it  will  be  impossible  to 
supply  or  reinforce  it. 

"Niagara,  therefore,  is  the  strong  point  that  everything  else 
ought  to  submit  to,  and  I  not  only  think  you  right  in  ordering  these 
Troops  to  your  Assistance,  but  would  have  you  by  all  the  means  in 
your  power  strengthen  yourself  as  much  as  you  can,  and  call  upon 
the  Province  of  New  York  to  garrison  their  own  Forts  by  their  own 
Militia,  for  if  Niagara  is  taken  this  Year  it  will  be  a  glorious  point 
gained,  and  if  you  miscarry  for  want  of  Force  when  all  the  Troops 
upon  the  Continent  is  under  your  Command,  the  blame  will  justly 
be  laid  to  your  own  Door. 

"I  am,  Dear  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"ROBT-  H.  MORRIS. 

"Philadelphia,  August  19th,  1755." 
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A  Letter  from   Governor  Morris  to   Colonel  Dunbar. 

"  Philadelphia,  August  19th,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"  By  what  I  have  wrote  to  General  Shirley,  of  which  I  enclose 
you  a  Copy,  you  will  be  fully  informed  of  my  Sentiments ;  a»  it 
does  not  appear  to  me  that  there  is  any  probability  of  obtaining  the 
Concurrence  of  these  three  Colonies  in  the  proposed  expedition 
against  Fort  Du  Quesne,  I  am  clear  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
more  adviseable  for  you  to  adhere  to  the  former  Instructions  of 
General  Shirley  and  continue  the  March  of  the  Army  to  this  City. 
If,  contrary  to  my  expectation,  it  should,  however,  prove  otherwise, 
you  may  without  any  difficulty  return  to  the  Frontiers,  and  in  the 
mean  time  furnish  your  Men  with  Cloaths,  tents,  and  other  neces- 
saries, which  can  only  be  had  in  this  City. 

"  The  Assembly  of  this  Province  have  been  sitting  since  the  23d 
of  the  last  Month,  and  have  consumed  all  this  precious  time  in  a 
fruitless  Controversy,  and  will,  I  fear,  do  nothing  adequate  to  the 
present  Exigency. 

"I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  humble  Serv'-' 

"ROBTH.  MORRIS. 

"P.  S.— The  Officer  I  employed  to  recruit  continues  to  have  suc- 
cess, &  has  added  30  Men  more  to  the  100  I  mentioned  in  my  last/' 


The  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
"  Gentlemen : 

"I  have  by  Express  received  Letters  from  General  Shirley, 
wherein  he  acquaints  me  that  he  has  wrote  to  Colonel  Dunbar  that 
it  appears  clears  to  him  as  there  will  be  four  Months  of  good  Weather 
before  the  winter  sets  in,  that  with  the  number  of  Forces  the  Colonel 
now  has,  and  the  Assistance  he  may  receive  from  the  Provinces  of 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  he  may  yet  have  it  in  his 
power  to  retrieve  the  Loss  sustained  by  the  late  defeat  of  Major 
General  Braddock,  by  proceeding  directly  to  Fort  Du  Quesne,  and 
has  sent  him  orders  for  that  purpose;  and  further  says  to  me  that 
it  will  depend  upon  this  Government  and  those  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland  to  assist  Colonel  Dunbar  with  Reinforcements,  Provisions, 
Ammunition,  Artillery,  Ordnance  Stores,  Carriages,  Horses,  and  all 
other  things  to  fit  him  out  for  his  March  and  the  Service  he  is  or- 
dered upon,  and  that  he  has  wrote  to  the  same  effect  to  Governor 
Dinwiddie  and  Governor  Sharpe,  whose  Assistance,  with  that  of  this 
Province,  he  entirely  relies  upon  at  this  extraordinary  Crisis. 

u  I  must,  therefore,  recommend  it  to  you  to  enable  me  to  do  the 
several  things  expected  by  the  General  from  this  Province,  and  that 
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you  would  take  this  matter  immediately  into  your  Consideration 
and  give  me  your  answer  thereto,  that  I  may  send  the  same  forward 
to  Colonel  Dunbar  and  the  Governors  of  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
whose  Resolutions  will  in  a  great  measure  depend  on  what  I  shall 
be  enabled  to  do. 

"  I  recommend  it  to  you  whatever  Resolutions  you  may  eome  to 
upon  this  Occasion  to  keep  this  matter  secret. 

"ROBT-  H.MORRIS. 

"Philadelphia,  August  19th,  1755." 


At  a  Council  held  at  the  State  House,  "Wednesday  the  20th 
August,  1755,  A.  M. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  &ca- 

Richard  Peters,  Esquire. 

Scarroyada  and  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations. 

Jagrea  and  the  Owendats. 

Conrad  Weiser,  Esquire,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Montour,  Interpreters- 

"  The  Present  was  delivered  to  the  Six  Nations  in  the  name  of 
the  good  people  of  this  Province,  and  the  List  read  as  follows :  2 
pieces  of  Strowds,  2  ps-  of  Matchcoats,  2  ps-  of  Blankets,  1  PB<  Wu 
half  Thicks,  1  ps-  Purple  D°-  2  p8  f  Garlix,  1  ps-  fine  D*-  1  ps-  £ 
d°"  2  doz.  Cutteau  Knives,  2  doz.  very  large  Ditto,  2  Groce  Indian 
Awl  Blades,  4  Groce  Bed  lace  sorted,  2  Groce  best  Scarlet  Garters 
out  of  prs>  4  lb.  Vermillion,  4  doz.  Indian  Tobaeco  Tongs,  2  Groce 
Sorted  Rings,  1  Groce  of  Morris  Bells,  P'u  Jn°-  Kidd,  100  lbs.  Gun- 
powder, Ditto  Levy  and  Bush,  4  cwt.  Lead,  20  lb.  best  cut  Tobacco,, 
8  doz.  Pipes,  por  terage,  Gunpowder,  &™"  12  Guns. 

"  Then  the  Governor  said  as  he  was  disappointed  of  the  attend- 
ance of  his  Council  by  some  mistake  of  the  person  whose  Duty  it 
was  to  summon  them,  and  that  none  of  the  Citizens  were  present,. 
he  would  postpone  speaking  to  them  till  the  afternoon. 

"  Scarroyady  said  he  was  glad  to  hear  the  Governor  say  so,  he 
desired  his  Council  would  all  attend  in  the  afternoon  and  hear  what 
the  Owendats  had  to  say,  who  desired  to  be  heard  in  the  Council 
Chamber  and  not  in  publick." 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia  in  the  Council  Chamber,  Wed- 
nesday, 20th  August,  P.  M. 

present : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

John  Penn,  Robert  Strettell,  ") 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  Richard  Peters,    >  Esquires. 

Lynford  Lardner,  J 

The  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations. 

The  Owendats. 

Conrad  Weiser,  \  TnternHlteN 

Mr.  Andrew  Montour,  J  interPreters- 

The  Owendats  addressing  themselves  to  the  Six  Nations  as  well 
■as  to  the  Governor,  spoke  as  follows : 
11  Brethren : 

"  We  return  you  thanks  for  your  kind  Treatments  of  us  since 
we  came  amongst  you,  and  for  the  handsome  present  you  have  been 
pleased  to  make  us." 

Gave  a  String. 
41  Brethren : 

"  The  particular  persons  to  whom  your  Message  was  sent  by  Ja- 
grea  did  not  come,  but  they  imparted  Your  Message  to  the  Chiefs 
of  our  Nations  and  we  were  sent  in  their  name  and  stead ;  two  of 
the  Four  Strings  were  sent  by  those  Warriors  to  acknowledge  that 
they  received  your  Message,  that  it  was  agreeable  to  them,  and  that 
they  are  your  fast  Friends. 

"  The  other  two  Strings  were  sent  by  the  old  Men  ;  they  would 
have  been  liable  to  Suspicion  had  they  come  at  such  a  critical  Time ; 
but  they  are,  nevertheless,  your  Friends,  and  will  turn  their  Faces 
towards  you  in  the  Spring,  and  come  and  see  what  you  are  doing. 

"  This  the  Warriors  will  do  as  well  as  the  old  men." 

Gave  Four  Strings  of  Wampum. 
* '  Brethren  : 

"  We  hold  one  end  of  the  Chain  of  Friendship  and  you  the 
other ;  We  will  hold  it  fast  on  our  party  and  desire  you  will  on 
Yours.  You  may  certainly  depend  on  the  continuance  of  our 
Friendship." 

A  String. 

"  Brethren : 

"  We   are   poor  and  have  nothing  to  give  in  return  for  your 
present.     This  String  expresses  our  Poverty." 
A  String. 
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••  Brethren: 

a  We  think  ourselves  bound oy  the  Chain  of  Friendship 
ns  neither  to  knit  nor  suffer  others  to  hurt  you:  but  as  th:> 
may  be  out  of  our  Power,  if  you  should  be  struck  We  entreat 

Trill:  ::v  Nation  are  any  .  -nied  in  it.  for 

we  assure  you  they  will  do  nothing  inconsistent  with  their  V 

of  A  ndship,  which  we  now  make  m  heartily 

A  String. 

u  We  live  on  this  side  Lake  Erie,  at  nandady. 

Ef  yew  should  get  :'.::  better  rf  the  French  aud  come  into  our  ; 
'- :  ■  will  fiud  ns  your  Friends  and  we  will  ; 

A  String. 
••  Brethren  : 

"  Tl.is  is  a  string  from  the  Adherents  and  Friends  of  Cachaj 

DOTS  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  acquainting 
then:  thai  :...;■  received  many  kind  Messages  from  them  but  find 
it  so  dimcult  to  support  their  Families  in  this  dangerous  time  that 

Id  not  leave   their  habitations,   else  some   of  them   v 
have  come  with  ::?.' 

A  double  String. 
••  Brethren  : 

■•  We  hare  now  finished  what  we  had  to  s::y.'- 

The  Governor  returned  this  Answer  : 
••  Brethren  the  Owendats — 

n  We  thank  yon  for  your  kind  Speeches.     Every  thing  you  have 
said  ha*  been  very  We  thank  Cachawatkecha  and  his 

.Is  in  particular,  and  tell  them  from  us  that  we  have  a  greatful 
Sense  of  their  cons:::::  Attachment  to  as,  and  we  hope  that  they 
will  still  shew  it  in  this  time  of  Darkness,  and  that  we  shall  have 
on  all  Occasions  their  kind  Assistance.  We  thauk  you  for  ac- 
quainting us  with  your  abode  at  Deonandady,  and  if  Frovidence 
favours  the  King's  Army  with  Success  we  shall  be  glad  to  see  you 
and  pay  you  a  Visit  in  the  most  friendly  manner. 
"Brethren: 

'•  We  shall  not  fail  to  send  your  string  to  the  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, who  would  have  been  glad  to  have  seen  you.     We  are  all 
Subi     la  to  the  Great  King  over  the  Water,  and  are  all  joined 
ther  in  one  common  (  rase  :    prevent  the  French  taking  your 
Land  from  you." 

After  the  Indians  withdrew  the  Secretary  read  the  Three  follow- 
received  last  night  from  the  Assembly,  together  with  a 
proposal  of  sundry  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia  to 
pay  the  Proprietary  Tax. 
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A  Umogt  to  fc  Qmmm  from  fke  Jesjml  \ 

u  May  it  please  the  Goremor : 
"  How  disagreeable  soerer  the  Task  mar  be  to  wade  tin*/  all  the 

instant,  a  regard  to  Truth  and  of  Troths  of  importance  to  the  Wei- 
our  Country  will  oblige  a*  to  submit  to  it. 
"  Tbe  Governor  i*  pleased  to  tell  us  that  -  when  be  sent  down  oar 
Bill  for  rawing  Fifty  thousand  poimda  with  Ainendments  be  ex- 
pected we  should  bare  returned  it  with  tbe  Amendments,  and  in- 
formed  him  which  of  them  we  agreed  to,  this  being  tbe  common 
and  ordinary  Method  in  such  eases/  Tbe  Gorernor  allows  in  this 
Message  that  we  bare  by  Charter  '  tbe  powers  and  privileges  of  an 
Assembly  according  to  tbe  Bights  of  tbe  Free-Born  subject  of  Eng- 
land, and  aa  is  usual  in  any  of  tbe  King's  plantations  in  Aaaeriea/ 
Now  we  take  it  to  be  one  of  those  privileges  and  powers  of  aa 
Assembly  to  bare  their  Money  Bills  granting  supplies  to  tbe 
Crown  accepted  aa  they  are  tendered  if  at  all  accepted,  and  thai 
without  any  proposal  of  Amendments.  We  think  this  is  a  prrri- 
ledge  claimed  and  used  by  tbe  House  of  Commons  and  as  far  as  we 
know  by  all  tbe  Assemblies  in  America,  so  that  it  is  for  from  being 
:;.-;  ■/.::.::.■.:.  w\  ■.:..:..■■  :..:■./.  v.  :/.-..:-.  \  ..  :::\'>.  ::.  \::.-.:.\- 
ments  proposed  by  tbe  Gorernor  to  such  Bills.  It,  is,  therefore 
without  Foundation  that  the  Gorernor  supposes  we  agree  to  all  the 
other  Amendments  merely  because  we  offered  no  reasons  again** 
any  of  them  but  that  which  related  to  taxing  tbe  Proprietary  Estate 
For  we  eren  made  that  step  of  Deviation  from  the  common  and 
'.:. !-.;:;■-  .W.-.v:  .:.•.:.•;.;■  .:.  r/.:.-..\\:\\.-.\  '.:.>:  '.:.-.  v.:-'::.  :  ;  ::.: 
y  was  uncommon  and  extraordinary,  hoping  thereby  to  eosne 

A  without  the  least  Intention  thai  it  should  erer  be  drawn  into 


"  The  Gorernor  still  insists  thai  taxing  the  Proprietary  Estate, 
tbo'  it  be  to  free  it  from  French  Encroachments,  will  be  an  Eneam- 
beranee  on  that  Estate.  Be  it  so,  them,  since  the  Gorernor  will 
hare  it  so,  for  our  Differences  are  leas  about  Words  than  Thinp. 
Does  this,  however,  prove  the  V al  idity  of  the  prohibitory  Clause  in 
this  Commission,  or  thai  it  is  equitable  and  just  the  Proprietary  Es- 
tate alone  should  be  exempt  from  a  Tax  which  all  the 
Britain  and  her  Colonies  now  bear,  or  mast  bear,  to  free 
Estate  from  Encroachments  and  Encumbrance? 

i-.v.  :.:■; :.-:-.:  ".  V  :  :  -:  .;  '.'  ■••.-•-.:-.  j-  •.-.  •-..-  ;.  ■■-.  :  ■;.•.-.  -.-- 
drawn  from  the  Fourth  Section  of  the  Royal  Charter/  which,  tbo' 
it  gives  prwer  to  tbe  '  Proprietaries  and  their  Deputies  and  Lieu- 
tenants to  make  Laws,  does  not  alter  the  Bebtiou  between  a  Prin- 
cipal and  his  Deputy,  or  make  the  Deputy  equal  to  or 
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of  the  principal,  &051-"  We  will,  therefore,  for  the  Governor's  Satis- 
faction endeavour  to  express  our  Sentiments  yet  plainer,  if  possible, 
and  enforce  them  farther.  The  Royal  Charter  '  grants  full,  free,  and 
absolute  power  (not  only  to  the  Proprietary  and  his  Heirs)  but  to 
his  and  their  Deputies  and  Lieutenants,  to  enact  any  Laws  whatso- 
ever for  raising  Money  for  the  safety  of  their  Country,  according  to 
their  best  discretion,  with  the  Assent  of  the  Freemen/  &ca'  But 
the  Governor  objects  notwithstanding  this  full  and  free  power  granted 
by  the  Royal  Charter  to  me  as  the  Proprietary's  Deputy.  I  cannot 
use  my  best  discretion  in  this  case  nor  enact  the  proposed  Law, 
because  there  is  in  my  Commission  a  prohibitory  Clause  or  Saving 
which  restrains  me,  and  if  I  should  pass  it  such  Prohibition,  not- 
withstanding the  Law,  would  not  be  valid.  To  this  we  answer, 
That  no  Prohibition  of  the  Proprietaries  can  lessen  or  take  away 
from  the  Lieutenant  Governor  any  power  he  is  vested  with  by  the 
Royal  Charter ;  and  in  support  of  this,  as  an  Argument  at  least  to 
the  Governor,  produced  to  him  an  Opinion  of  the  Proprietary  and 
Governor's  former  Council  on  the  case  of  a  Proviso,  or  serving  in 
the  Lieutenant's  Commission  that  restrained  in  favour  of  the  Pro- 
prietary the  power  of  making  Laws  which  is  granted  to  the  Lieu- 
tenant in  the  Royal  Charter.  This  opinion  (which  the  Governor 
allows  to  be  a  good  one)  declares  that  saving  to  be  void  in  itself, 
and  that  any  Law  passed  by  the  Lieutenant  shall  be  valid,  the 
Saving  Notwithstanding.  But  the  Governor  would  distinguish  it 
away  by  alledging  '  that  though  the  opinion  was  in  that  Case  it  is 
not  applicable  to  all  Cases.'  If  it  is  applicable  to  the  present  case 
it  is  ail  that  is  necessary  for  our  Purpose,  which  was  to  show  that  a 
Proviso  in  his  Commission  restricting  the  powers  that  was  granted 
to  him  by  Charter  was  void  in  itself,  and  that  if  he  passed  a  Law 
contrary  to  the  Proviso  the  Law  would  be  valid.  The  '  Relation 
the  principal  and  his  Deputy'  still  remains  entire — the  Deputy  is 
dependant  on  the  principal,  and  may  be  removed  by  him  at  plea- 
sure. But  as  the  principal  cannot  give  powers  to  the  Deputy  which 
he  has  not  himself,  so  neither  can  he  lessen  the  powers  given  to 
the  Deputy  by  the  Charter.  If  the  Proprietary  can  by  prohibitory 
Clauses  in  his  Commission  restrain  the  Deputy  from  passing  any 
one  Law  which  otherwise  he  had  power  by  the  Charter  to  pass,  he 
may  by  the  same  rule  Restrain  him  from  passing  every  Law,  and 
so  the  Deputy  would  be  no  Deputy.  That  the  Charter  makes  the 
Proprietary  f  civilly  answer  for  what  is  done  in  the  Province  by  their 
Lieutenants'  we  conceive  to  be  a  mistake.  The  Proprietary  is  by 
the  Charter  made  answerable  for  any  Misdemeanour  that  he  him- 
self shall  commit,  or  by  any  wilful  Default  or  Neglect  permit  against 
the  Laws  of  Trade  and  Navigation.  But  if  the  Deputy  commits 
a  Misdemeanour  which  the  Proprietary  does  not  permit  through  his 
own  wilful  Default  or  Neglect,  we  presume  he  is  not  answer- 
able for  such  Misdemeanour  by  the  Charter,  and  less  in  Reason 
now  than  when  the  Charter  was  given,  as  by  an  Act  of  Par- 
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liament  of  later  Date  every  Deputy  appointed  by  the  Proprie- 
tary must  before  he  can  Act  as  such  receive  the  Royal  Appro- 
bation. The  very  nature  and  reason  of  the  Thing,  moreover,  seem 
to  us  to  show  that  a  Deputy  to  do  a  thing  should  have  all  the 
powers  of  the  principal  necessary  for  doing  that  thing ;  and  every 
Lieutenant  or  Deputy  Governor  is  by  the  nature  of  his  Office  and 
the  reason  of  his  Appointment  to  supply  or  hold  the  place  of  a 
Governor ;  but  the  Royal  Charter  being  so  express  and  plain  in 
the  point,  leaves  us  under  no  necessity  of  investigating  this  Truth 
by  Reason.  Should  our  Constituents  when  they  chose  us  to  repre- 
sent them  in  Assembly,  not  only  instruct  us  but  even  take  Bonds 
of  us,  that  we  should  assent  to  no  Law  for  the  better  and  more 
effectually  for  the  Recovery  of  the  Proprietary  Quitrents,  if  such  a 
Law  were  required  of  us,  or  thought  necessary  by  the  Governor, 
Would  he  think  such  Prohibitions  or  Bonds  valid  ?  Would  he  not 
say  they  were  void  in  themselves,  as  forbidding  what  he  thinks  a 
just  and  reasonable  Thing,  depriving  us  of  the  Right  of  using  our 
best  Discretion,  and  restraining  the  powers  granted  to  us  by  the 
Charter  ?  The  cas'e  we  conceive  to  be  the  same  with  respect  to  the 
Proprietaries'  Lieutenant  (who  is  their  Representative),  if  he  is  so 
restrained  as  the  Governor  thinks  himself  to  be.  ' .Jhe  Govern- 
ment and  the  exercise  of  the  Government  are  inseparable/  says 
Chief  Justice  Pollexfen,  a  famous  Lawyer ;  '  and  whereever  the 
Government  is  granted,  the  Exercise  of  that  Government  is  meant 
and  included.  If  the  King  grant  to  any  one  the  Government  of 
Jamaica  or  the  like/  continues  he,  *  sure  no  one  will  say  that  that 
is  not  a  grant  of  the  Exercise  of  the  Government  there  /  and  we 
suppose  this  is  as  good  law  with  regard  to  the  Grant  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Pennsylvania. 

"  The  Governor  is  pleased  to  say  that  he  cannot  help  observing 
that  we  formerly  used  the  same  Arguments  against  the  Validity  of 
Royal  Instructions.  We  have  all  due  respect  and  deference  for 
Royal  Instructions.  The  King  has  not  any  where  a  more  dutiful 
and  Loyal  people ;  but  what  does  the  Governor  intend  by  the 
validity  of  Instructions  ?  Does  he  mean  that  they  arc  Laws  in  the 
Colonies  ?  And  if  the  Royal  Instructions  were  such,  does  it  follow 
that  Proprietary  Instructions  have  the  same  Validity  ?  We  appre- 
hend there  may  be  some  Difference,  but  at  present  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  discuss  it. 

"For  our  doubting  in  the  least  the  Governor's  power  to  make  the 
offered  Grants  of  Land  (free  of  purchase  Money  and  Quit-Rent  for 
Fifteen  Years)  in  the  behalf  of  the  Proprietary,  he  is  pleased  to 
treat  us  with  great  contempt  on  account  of  our  Ignorance,  observing 
that  'it  is  something  very  extraordinary  that  the  Representative 
Body  of  Pennsylvania  should  know  so  little  of  the  Affairs  of  the 
Province  as  never  to  have  been  informed  that  the  Governor  Grants 
the  Proprietary  Lands  under  a  certain  power  of  Attorney,  regularly 
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proved  and  recorded,  called  a  Commission  of  Property;  That  this 
power  was  formerly  vested  in  private  persons,  but  for  some  Years 
past  has  been  given  to  the  Governors,  and  being  the  foundation  of 
property  cannot  be  unknown  to  any  the  least  acquainted  with  the 
circumstances  of  the  Province.  And  now/  continues  the  Governor, 
'  to  ask  a  Question  or  two  in  my  turn,  how  could  you  think  that 
the  Lands  in  the  Province  were  granted  under  the  powers  of  a  Com- 
mission [meaning  his  Commission  as  Lieutenant  Governor],  which 
expressly  prohibits  the  granting  of  any  V  Really  we  should  be  very 
ignorant  indeed  if  we  thought  so ;  but  it  happens,  May  it  please  the 
Governor,  that  we  are  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  all  these  mat- 
ters, and  have  even  now  lying  before  us  an  Authentic  Copy  of  that 
certain  power  of  Attorney  called  a  Commission  of  property,  which 
we  suppose  most  who  have  read  the  Governor's  Message  are  persuaded 
gives  him  full  powers  to  make  the  Grants  of  Land  which  in  his 
Message  of  the  twenty-eighth  past  he  proposed  '  To  make  to  such 
persons  as  shall  now  engage  to  go  upon  an  Expedition  to  remove 
the  French  from  their  Encroachment  on  the  River  Ohio  without  any 
purchase  Money,  and  free  of  Quit-rent  for  fifteen  Years.'  Our  Copy 
of  this  Commission  is  taken  from  the  Records,  and  certified  to  be  a 
true  one  under  the  Hand  and  Ofiice  Seal  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls. 
We  have  examined  it  thoroughly  to  find  the  powers  by  which  those 
Grants  were  to  be  made,  and  unfortunately  we  are  sorry  we  are 
obliged  to  say  it  to  the  Governor,  there  is  no  such  thing,  not  even  a 
Syllable  of  the  Kind.  But  on  the  contrary,  after  a  power  given  to 
the  Governor  to  grant  Lands  claimed  by  virtue  of  former  Purchases 
there  is  this  Clause,  '  And  also,  by  Warrants  to  be  issued  as  afore- 
said, to  grant  to  any  Person  or  Persons  who  shall  apply  for  the  same, 
and  to  their  Heirs  and  Assigns  for  ever,  any  vacant  Lands  within 
the  said  Province  and  Counties,  or  any  of  them,  upon,  by,  and  under 
the  same  Terms,  Methods,  Rents,  and  Reservations,  as  have  of  late 
been  used  and  practised  in  the  said  Land  Office ;  But  for  no  less 
Price,  Condition,  or  Reservation  in  any  wise/  That  is  for  Fifteen 
Pounds  ten  Shillings  per  hundred  Acres  purchase  Money,  and  Four 
shillings  and  two  pence  Sterling  Quit-Rent.  And  now,  will  the 
Governor  give  us  leave  to  ask  a  Question  or  two  in  our  Turn  ?  How 
could  he  think  that  Lands  might  be  granted  away  without  any  pur- 
chase Money  and  free  of  Quit-Rent  for  Fifteen  Years  under  the 
power  of  a  Commission  which  expressly  forbids  his  granting  any 
under  less  price,  Condition,  Rent,  or  Reservation  whatsoever,  than 
has  of  late  been  used  and  practiced  in  the  Land  Ofiice  ?  How  could 
he  think  of  referring  us  to  such  a  Commission  for  his  power  to  make 
those  Grants  when  he  knew  it  was  never  there  ?  How  could  he 
slight  his  Reputation  so  much  as  to  hazard  such  an  Imposition  on 
the  Assembly  and  whole  Province ;  one  so  easily  detected  ?  We 
make  no  further  remarks  on  this  lest  we  should  again  incur  the 
Censure  of  treating  our  Governor  in  an  unbecoming  manner. 

"  The  proposal,  however,  the  Governor  is  pleased  to  say  was 
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made  with  a  good  Intention,  and  had  we  raised  Money  for  an  ex- 
pedition to  the  Westward  &  for  encouraging  settlers,  he  should 
then  have  made  an  Offer  of  the  Lands  by  Proclamation,  letting  the 
Adventurers  know  that  they  were  to  have  the  choice  of  the  Lands 
in  preference  to  all  others  with  every  thing  else  that  could  reduce 
the  offer  to  a  certainty,  which  there  was  no  necessity  of  doing  in  a 
message  to  us  barely  mentioning  the  Thing,  and  recommending  to 
us  to  grant  an  aid  to  those  that  should  become  Settlers.  It  is  re- 
markable how  slowly  and  gradually  this  generous  Offer  is  squeezed 
out;  We  never  heard  a  Word  of  it  during  all  the  time  of  General 
Braddock's  Expedition,  for  which  recruits  were  raised  both  in  this 
and  the  Neighboring  Colonies,  tho'  the  Governor  brought  over  with 
him  and  had  in  his  pocket  all  the  while  that  certain  power  of  At- 
torney called  a  *  *  *  *  Commission  of  Property,  to  which 
we  are  referred  for  his  Powers  of  making  the  Offer,  But  as  soon  as 
the  House  had  voted  to  raise  Fifty  thousand  Pounds  by  a  Tax  on 
atty.  Estates  in  the  Province,  real  and  Personal,  down  comes  a 
Message  containing  a  proposal  to  grant  Lands  to  the  Soldiers  who 
shou'd  engage  in  the  Expedition,  a  proposal  made  with  a  good  In- 
tention as  the  Governor  says,  that  is,  with  an  intention  to  get  the 
Proprietary  Estate  exempted  from  the  Tax  by  seeming  to  offer  an 
Equivalent  in  another  manner,  but  worded  in  the  most  cautious 
Terms  as  became  an  Offer  made  without  Authority,  and  so  as  indeed 
to  offer  nothing  that  could  affect  the  Proprietary  Quit-Bent  to  be 
reserved,  not  being  ascertained  but  left  in  the  Proprietaries  Breast, 
he  might,  when  the  Patents  were  to  issue,  demand  a  Quit-Bent 
greater  than  the  worth  of  yr-  Land.  This  being  observed  and  talked 
of  we  had  another  Message  intimating  that  the  Quit-Rent  to  be 
reserved  should  be  only  the  common  Quit-Bent  of  Four  Shillings 
and  Two  pence  Sterling  per  100  Acres.  But  still  the  Land  was  no 
otherwise  described  than  as  West  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains, 
leaving  the  Proprietary  at  liberty  after  the  conquest  shall  be  made 
to  pick  out,  accord6,  to  the  modern  practice,  all  the  best  Lands  for 
himself  and  his  Friends,  and  offer  the  Adventurers  such  as  they 
would  be  sure  not  to  accept  of  under  that  Bent.  And  this  being 
pointed  out  we  are  now  told  that  a  future  proclamation  is  to  give 
them  the  Choice  of  the  best  Lands;  but  it  was  not  necessary  to 
mention  this  to  us  in  a  Message  recommending  to  us  the  Granting 
an  Aid  to  those  Settlers.  If  we  were  to  grant  aids  to  the  Settlers 
on  the  Proprietary  Lands  was  it  not  proper  for  us,  as  Guardians  of 
the  People,  to  know  the  terms  on  which  they  was  to  hazard  their 
Lives,  and  see  that  those  Terms  was  good  in  themselves,  and  the 
Offer  duly  ascertained  ?  We  conceive,  may  it  please  the  Governor, 
that  whenever  we  grant  an  Aid  for  the  Encouragement  of  suoh 
Settlers  it  will  be  proper  to  have  the  Terms  ascertained  by  the  same 
Law,  and  not  left  to  the  precarious  effect  of  a  Proclamation  there- 
after to  be  made  by  the  Governor  in  the  Proprietary's  behalf  with- 
out any  apparent  power  for  so  doiug.     If  the  Offer  is  well  meant  a 
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Law  to  ascertain  it  cannot  hurt  the  Proprietaries.  The  recovery  of 
the  Country  and  the  Settlements  of  the  Lands  are  two  distinct 
things.  Let  us  first  join  equitably  in  the  Tax  for  the  Recovery, 
and  whenever  the  G-overnor  will  be  willing  to  pass  such  a  Law  we 
are  not  averse  to  giving  the  proposal  of  granting  Lands  a  full  and 
mature  Consideration,  and  affording  such  equivalent  Encouragement 
to  Settlers  in  Provisions,  &ca"  as  we  mentioned  in  our  former  Mes- 
sage ;  But  if  he  can  pass  such  a  Law  to  grant  the  Proprietarie's 
Lands  contrary  to  the  Prohibition  in  his  Commission,  may  he  not 
full  as  well  pass  the  Bill  for  taxing  the  Proprietarie's  Estate  ? 

"  We  cannot  leave  this  Point  without  a  word  or  two  in  Justifica- 
tion of  ourselves  against  the  heavy  charge  of  depreciating,  from  a 
bad  Temper  of  Mind,  this  generous  Offer  that  would  have  had  such 
good  Effects  in  promoting  the  publick  Service  and  Safety.  We 
would  not  be  misunderstood.  We  look  upon  it  that  Lands  may  be 
made  a  valuable  Encouragement,  but  we  do  not  see  any  G-enerosity 
in  offering  them  to  the  recoverers  at  double  the  Market  price.  The 
Encouragement  to  Adventurers  is  not  diminished  but  rather  in- 
creased by  our  telling  them  where  they  may  for  their  Service,  in  the 
same  Expedition,  have  Lands  equally  good  and  more  convenient  on 
better  Terms;  For  the  Virginia  vacant  Lands  are  many  of  them 
nearer  to  navigable  Water  than  the  good  Western  Lands  of  this 
Province,  and  equally  well  accomodated  by  the  Waggon  Road  made 
by  the  late  Army.  It  is  true  the  Proprietary's  Price  is  Fifteen 
Pounds  ten  Shillings  pr-  hundred  Acres,  with  a  Quit-Rent  of  four 
Shillings  and  two  pence  Sterling.  Numbers  who  imprudently  made 
Improvements  before  they  obtained  a  Title  were  obliged  to  give 
that  Price,  and  the  great  assistance  our  Loan  Office  afforded  by  fur- 
nishing money  to  poor  people  on  low  Interest  and  taking  it  again 
in  small  Payment,  thereby  enabled  them  to  purchase  Lands,  an  Ad- 
vantage they  could  not  have  elsewhere,  might  encourage  many  to 
stay  in  the  Country  and  take  up  Lands  on  those  Terms.  But  that 
is  now  over  for  the  Act  is  near  expiring  &  it  seems  we  are  to  have 
no  more  of  the  Kind;  and  when  the  Encouragement  had  its  full 
Force,  was  it  ever  known  that  any  People  came  from  Virginia  to 
purchase  here  on  Account  of  the  Superior  goodness  or  convenience 
of  our  Land?  On  the  contrary,  have  not  many  Thousands  of  fami- 
lies gone  from  hence  thither  and  within  these  few  Years  settled  fif- 
teen or  twenty  new  Counties  in  that  Colony?  Have  not  Thousands 
likewise  left  us  to  settle  in  Carolina  ?  Has  not  the  exorbitant  price 
at  which  the  Proprietaries  held  their  Lands,  and  their  neglect  of 
Indian  purchasing  in  order  to  keep  up  that  Price,  driven  these  Peo- 
ple from  among  us,  this  Province  would  at  this  day  have  been  in  a 
much  more  flourishing  Condition, — Our  number  of  Inhabitants  and 
our  Trade  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  double, — we  should 
have  been  more  able  to  defend  the  Proprietary's  Estate  and  pay 
his  Tax  for  him,  and  possibly  more  willing.  But  they  are  gone 
and  gone  forever,  and  Numbers  are  going  after  them !     And  if  the 
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new  Politicks  prevail,  and  our  distinguishing  privileges  are  one  by 
one  to  be  taken  from  us,  we  may  without  the  Grift  of  Prophecy  ven- 
ture to  foretel  that  the  Province  will  soon  empty  itself  much  faster 
than  it  ever  filled. 

"  In  fine,  this  offer  was  in  fact  a  mere  illusion  intended  first  to 
impose  on  the  Assembly  and  then  on  the  People ;  it  was  likewise 
to  figure  with  at  Home  in  the  Eyes  of  the  Ministry.  We  discovered 
the  Deception,  and  the  Governor  is  offended  that  we  did  not  keep 
the  Secret.  He  is  i  astonished  that  we  should  depreciate  an  Offer 
which  would  have  had  very  good  effects  and  induced  many  to  have 
gone  on  the  Expedition  and  become  Settlers  that  would  not  other- 
wise have  thought  of  doing  either/  May  it  please  the  Governor, 
as  bad  an  Opinion  as  he  is  pleased  to  entertain  of  us  we  have  some 
Conscience,  and  would  not  chuse  by  our  Silence  to  have  any  share 
in  the  disappointment  and  other  ill  Consequences  which  might 
ensue  to  those  who  should  have  gone  on  that  vague,  empty,  unwar- 
ranted Offer,  and  not  otherwise  have  thought  or  it ;  And  we,  in  our 
Turn,  may  be  astonished  that  the  Governor  should  expect  it  of  us. 

"  We  are  in  the  next  place  told  by  the  Governor  *  that  we  take  a 
very  nice  Distinction  between  the  Proprietary  as  owner  of  Land 
and  the  Proprietary  as  Chief  Governor,  and  say  we  do  not  tax  him 
as  Governor  but  as  a  Land-holder  and  Fellow  Subject/  Our  words 
are:  'We  do  not  propose  to  tax  him  as  Governor,  &ca ;'  but  the 
Governor  by  carefully  omitting  the  Word  propose  in  his  Quotation 
gives  himself  an  Opportunity  of  expatiating  on  the  Absurdity  and 
Insolence  of  our  Inverting  the  order  of  things  and  assuming  a 
Power  to  tax  the  Proprietaries,  'under  whom,''  he  is  pleased  to  say, 
'  we  derive  the  power  of  acting  as  an  Assembly/  Had  the  word 
propose  been  honestly  left  in  its  place  there  would  have  been  no 
room  for  all  this  Declamation.  And  the  Demand,  How  came  you  by 
a  Right  to  Tax  them  ?  might  have  well  been  shared,  since  tho'  we 
as  an  Assembly  have  no  Right  to  tax  the  Proprietary  Estate,  yet 
the  Proprietary  and  Assembly  together  have  surely  such  a  Right, 
and  as  he  is  present  '  by  his  own  particular  Representative,  the  Gov- 
ernor/ we  may  have  a  right  to  propose  such  a  thing  to  him  if  we 
think  it  reasonable,  Especially  since  we  do  not,  as  the  Governor 
imagines  we  do,  derive  our  Power  of  acting  as  an  Assembly  from 
the  Proprietary,  but  from  the  same  Royal  Charter  that  impowers 
him  to  Act  as  Governor. 

"We  had  been  told  in  a  former  Message  that  the  Proprietary 
ought  to  be  exempt  from  Taxes,  for  he  was  a  Governor,  and  Gov- 
ernors were  exempt  by  the  nature  of  their  Office.  We  rcply'd  that 
he  did  not  Govern  us,  but  the  Province  supported  his  Lieutenant  to 
do  that  duty  for  him.  On  this  the  Governor  now  makes  the  follow- 
ing Observation  :  '  It  may  be  very  true,  as  you  say,  that  the  Proprie- 
taries do  not  govern  you  but  that  is  not  owing  to  any  want  of  a  legal 
Authority  in  them,  but  from  another  Cause  that  I  need  not  mention 
here/ 
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"  We  were  approach' d  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Message  as  playing 
"with  Words,  and  the  Governor  it  seems  has  now  caught  the  Infection, 
The  reason  we  gave  why  the  Proprietary  could  not  be  said  to  govern 
us  was  a  plain  one,  but  the  Governor  insinuates  some  other  Cause 
without  explaining  it,  that  there  may  be  room  for  the  Reader's 
Immagination  to  make  it  any  thing  or  every  thing  that  is  bad. 
We  dislike  these  dark  Innuendoes,  and  shall  speak  our  Minds 
openly.  It  may  be  thought  rude  and  unpolite,  perhaps,  but  it  is  at 
least  fair  and  honest,  and  may  prevent  Misunderstandings.  If, 
therefore,  the  present  Proprietaries  do  not  govern  us,  it  is  because 
they  never  assumed  the  Government  in  their  own  Persons,  but,  as 
we  said  before,  employ  a  Deputy,  and  if  the  Deputy  does  not  govern 
us  it  is  not  because  we  are  ungovernable  or  rebellious,  as  he  would 
insinuate,  nor  for  want  of  sufficient  power  in  his  Hands  by  the  Con- 
stitution, but  because  he  has  not  that  Spirit  of  Government,  that 
Skill,  and  those  Abilities  that  should  Qualify  him  for  his  Station. 

"The  Governor  is  pleased  to  tell  us  'that  our  Distinction  be- 
tween the  Proprietary  as  owner  of  Land  and  the  Proprietary  as 
Chief  Governor  has  no  Existence  in  Law  or  Reason/  We  shall 
endeavour  to  shew  him  that  it  Exists  in  both  with  regard  to  the 
King,  and  therefore  presume  it  may  wth-  regard  to  the  Proprietary. 
The  Governor  tells  us,  likewise,  as  a  Matter  of  Law  '  that  the  King 
can  have  no  private  Estate,  but  from  the  dignity  of  his  Office  holds 
his  Lands  in  Right  of  the  Crown/  We  are  not  any  of  us  Law- 
yers by  Profession,  and  wou'd  not  ventnre  to  dispute  the  Gov- 
ernor's Opinion  if  we  did  not  imagine  we  had  good  Authority  for  it. 
We  find  in  Viner's  Abridgment,  an  Allowed  Book,  Title  Descent 
of  Lands,  these  observations,  which  we  hope  may  be  satisfactory  to 
the  Governor  in  both  points.  It  is  there  said  i  That  the  King  has 
two  Capacities,  for  he  has  two  Bodies,  of  which  the  one  is  a  Body 
natural,  consisting  of  natural  members,  as  every  other  Man  is,  the 
other  is  a  Body  politick,  and  his  Members  thereof  are  his  Subjects. 
He  may  take  in  his  Body  natural  Lands  or  Tenements  as  Heirs  to 
any  of  his  Ancestors,  and  also  in  this  Capacity  may  purchase  to  him 
and  his  Heirs,  and  his  Heirs  shall  retain  it,  Notwithstanding  that  he 
is  removed  from  the  Royal  Estate  j  And  he  may  also  take  or  pur- 
chase Lands  or  Tenements  in  Pee  in  his  Body  politick,  that  is  to  say, 
to  him  and  to  his  Heirs,  Kings  of  England,  or  to  him  and  to  his  Suc- 
cessors Kings  of  England,  and  so  his  Double  Capacity  remains  as 
it  does  in  other  persons  who  have  a  double  Capacity  as  Bishop  or 
Dean/  &M-  We  presume  that  our  Proprietaries  hold  the  Manors 
they  have  laid  out  to  themselves,  and  the  other  Lands  they  may 
have  re-purchased  in  their  Province  in  their  private  Capacities,  as 
Thomas  Penn  or  Richard  Penn,  and  not  in  their  Capacity  as  Chief 
Governor.  The  Governor  is  pleased  to  allow  'that  one  Reason 
why  the  King's  Fee  Farm  Rents  are  taxed  in  England  may  be  that 
the  Land  Tax  should  not  fall  heavier  upon  other  Lands  in  the  same 
District/     It  seems  to  us  a  good  Reason,  and  to  hold  as  well  in  our 
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Case,  for  should  the  Proprier  go  on  en  creasing  their  already  enor- 
mous Estate,  sue  and  recover  all  their  Mortgages,  add  Field  to  Field, 
and  make  Purchase  after  Purchase  till  the  number  of  Free-holders 
in  the  Province  is  reduced  to  a  Handful,  can  it  be  thought  Reason- 
able that  every  Estate  as  it  comes  in  their  hands  shall  be  exempt 
from  Taxes,  and  the  Burden  of  supporting  the  Government  and  de- 
fending the  Province  thrown  fall  upon  the  Remainder  ?  And  yet 
this  must  be  the  case  if  our  Distinction  has,  as  the  Governor  says, 
no  Existence  in  Law  or  Reason. 

a  The  Governor  denies  that  the  Fees  and  Perquisites  he  enjoys 
are  paid  for  support  j  they  are,  he  says,  '  only  moderate  Fees  con- 
sented to  be  fixed  by  Law  as  Considerations  for  the  Business  done, 
and  the  Publick-house  Licences,  which  are  the  Chief  of  them,  were 
originally  granted  by  Charter.'  This  latter  Assertion  is  quite  unin- 
telligible to  us  We  can  find  no  such  grant  in  the  Royal  Charter, 
nor  can  we  conceive  how  the  Proprietary  can  grant  a  Fee  to  himself 
by  his  own  Charter.  The  Governor  is  a  Stranger  here,  and  may  be 
unacquainted  with  the  Rise  and  Establishment  of  what  is  called  the 
support  of  Government  among  us ;  he  will,  therefore,  permit  us  to 
relate  it  to  him  as  we  have  received  it  from  our  Ancestors,  and  find 
Traces  of  it  on  our  Records.  When  the  first  Settlers  purchased 
Lands  from  the  Proprietary  he  demanded  besides  the  Consideration 
Money  that  a  Quit-Rent  should  be  reserved  and  paid  to  him  and  his 
Heirs  Yearly  forever.  They  objected  against  this  as  a  disagreeable 
and  unreasonable  Encumbrance,  but  were  told  that  the  Proprietary 
being  also  Governor,  tho'  he  took  the  Purchase  Money  for  the  Land 
as  the  Proprietary,  he  reserved  the  Quit-Rents  to  be  paid  for  his 
Support  as  Governor,  for  that  Government  must  foe  supported  and 
these-Quit  Rents  would  be  the  most  equal  and  easy  Tax,  and  prevent 
the  necessity  of  other  Taxes  for  that  purpose  here  as  they  did  in 
the  King's  Government  of  Virginia.  These  Reasons  induced  them 
to  acquiese  in  it.  But  the  Proprietarie's  Affairs  calling  him  to  re- 
side in  England,  and  the  Quit-Rents  then  but  few  being  all  wanted 
to  support  him  there,  a  Lieutenant  Governor  became  necessary,  and 
also  a  Support  for  that  Lieutenant,  as  ye  Proprietary,  through  the 
necessity  of  his  Affairs,  was  unable  to  support  him.  The  Public- 
house  Licences  and  other  Licences  and  Fees  were  pitched  upon  for 
this  second  Support,  and  by  perpetual  Laws  were  given  to  the 
Governor  for  the  Time  being.  But  Governors,  a  sort  of  Officers 
not  easily  satisfied  with  Salary,  complaining  that  these  were  insuffi- 
cient to  maintain  Suitably  the  Dignity  of  their  Station,  occasional 
presents  were  added  from  time  to  time,  and  those  at  Length  came 
to  be  expected  as  of  Right,  which  if  conceded  to  and  established  by 
the  People  would  have  made  a  third  support.  Our  Situation  is  at 
this  time  that  the  present  Proprietaries  claim  and  enjoy  the  Quit 
Rents  (which  were  the  first  support)  as  part  of  their  private  Estate, 
and  draw  them  to  England  where  they  reside,  remote  from  tbeir 
vol.  vi — 37. 
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Government,  supplying  their  places  here  by  a  Lieutenant.  The 
Lieutenant  takes  and  enjoys  the  Licence  money  and  other  perqui- 
sites, which  were  the  second  support,  and  though  he  has  from  thirty 
shillings  to  three  pounds  for  writing  his  name  only  (the  Secretary 
being  paid  Six  Shillings  besides  for  the  Licence  and  Seal),  says 
they  are  only  moderate  Fees  in  consideration  for  Business  done. 
And  now  if  we  do  not  regularly  give  those  additional  presents,  which 
were  only  the  marks  of  our  Good  Will  and  Tokens  of  the  Satisfac- 
tion we  had  in  a  Governor's  Administration,  Every  thing  else  that 
the  Governor  enjoys  is  forgot,  and  we  are  charged  both  at  home  and 
abroad  with  the  henious  crime  of  presuming  to  withhold  the  support 
of  Government.  Thus  we  see  how  soon  Custom  may  become  a 
Law,  how  thirsty  a  thing  power  is,  and  how  hard  to  be  satisfied. 
'Claims/  as  the  Governor  says,  'will  never  be  wanting/  and  if 
the  People  will  give  'whenever  they  are  required'  to  give  they 
may  soon  be  'stript  of  every  thing  they  have  a  right  to  enjoy.' 

"The  Governor  is  pleased  to  acquaint  us  that  all  the  Fees  and 
perquisites  of  this  Government  communibus  Annis  to  more  than  a 
Thousand  Pounds,  meaning,  as  we  suppose,  Sterling  Money.  This 
the  Governor  enjoys  fully  and  freely,  &  we  never  interfere  in  his 
Disposition  of  it  any  more  than  in  the  Proprietaries  Disposition  of 
the  Quit-Rents.  We  think  this  a  handsome  support  for  a  Governor, 
and  though  h.e  calls  it  only  Moderate  Fees  for  Business  done,  yet  if 
he  can  earn  One  Thousand  Pounds  Sterling  a  Year  in  such  Fees  the 
Business  must  certainly  be  a  good  One.  On  our  saying  that  some 
Proprietaries  and  Governors  of  Petty  Colonies  assume  more  prero- 
gatives and  Immunities  than  ever  were  claimed  by  their  Iloyall 
Master,  the  Governor  grows  warm  in  behalf  of  the  Proprietaries,  and 
demands  with  all  the  Air  of  a  person  conscious  of  being  in  the  Bight, 
What  instance  can  you  give  of  that  assuming  behaviour  in  your 
Proprietaries?  We  answer,  the  present  Instance;  for  the  King 
does  not  claim  an  Exemption  from  Taxes  for  his  private  Estate  as 
our  Proprietaries  do.  Have  they  ever  claimed  any  Bights  or  Pre- 
rogatives not  granted  them  by  the  Boyal  Charter,  or  reserved  by 
that  of  their  Father  ?  Yes,  the  right  of  being  exempt  from  Taxes 
for  their  Estate  in  Pennsylvania,  when  all  their  Fellow  Subjects 
(for  the  Proprietaries  are  subjects,  tho'  the  Governor  seems  to  dis- 
dain the  Term)  both  in  England  and  America,  not  excepting  even 
the  Lords  and  Commons  of  Parliament,  are  now  obliged  to  undergo 
a  Tax  for  the  Recovery  of  part  and  defence  of  the  Rest  of  that  very 
Estate.  This  Right  is  not  granted  them  by  the  Royal  Charter,  nor 
could  it  be  reserved  by  their  Father's  Charter.  Can  you  lay  to 
their  charge  one  Instance  of  Injustice  or  Severity  ?  This  is  an  Act 
of  Injustice  &  Severity  to  insist  that  the  People  shall  not  be  allowed 
to  raise  Money  for  their  own  defence,  without  they  will  agree  to  de- 
fend the  Proprietary  Estates  gratis.  If  this  be  comply'd  with,  and  the 
Wrar  continues,  what  shall  hinder  them  another  Year,  when  the  Fifty 
thousand  pounds  is  expended,  to  require  that  before  we  are  allowed 
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to  raise  another  sum  for  that  purpose  we  shall  agree  not  only  to  de- 
fend their  Lands  but  to  plough  them.  For  this  their  Lieutenant 
may  allcdge  the  '  usage  and  custom  in  Germany/  and  put  us  in  mind 
that  we  are  chiefly  Germans.  Who  can  assure  us  that  their  appro- 
priated Lands,  so  long  kept  untenanted  and  Idle,  are  not  reserved  in 
expectation  of  some  such  fortunate  Opportunity  ?  Can  other  In- 
stances in  answer  to  the  Governor's  Questions  be  necessary?  If  he 
thinks  it  discreet  to  insist  on  more  they  may  soon  be  at  his  Service. 
"  We  are  then  desired  to  turn  our  Eyes  on  our  own  Conduct,  and 
charged  in  high  terms  with  'taking  upon  ourselves  great  and  mighty 
powers,  dispensing  with  positive  Laws,  and  claiming  a  Right  of 
disposing  of  all  publick  Money,  a  right  of  keeping  our  Proceed- 
ings a  Secret  from  the  Crown,  with,  as  the  Governor  is  pleased  to 
say,  many  others  unknown  to  an  English  Constitution,  and  never 
heard  off  in  the  other  Plantations/  A  round  charge,  but  not  more 
easily  made  than  answered.  The  Governor  allows  -that  we  have 
all  the  powers  and  privileges  of  an  Assembly,  according  to  the  Rights 
of  the  Free-born  subjects  of  England,  and  as  is  usual  in  any  of  the 
King's  plantations  in  America •/  and  we  neither  claim  nor  practice  any 
but  what  is  usual  in  some  or  other  of  them.  We  claim  no  Right 
of  dispensing  with  Laws.  The  Right  of  disposing  of  our  own 
Money  we  think  is  a  natural  Right,  and  we  have  enjoyed  it  ever 
since  the  Settlement  of  the  Province,  and  constantly  been  in  the 
exercise  of  it  in  every  instance,  except  perhaps  in  a  few,  where  on 
extraordinary  Occasions  we  have  chosen  to  make  special  approba- 
tion by  a  particular  Law.  It  is  also  possessed  and  practiced  by 
several  other  Assemblies.  We  have  moreover  the  Right  of  dispos- 
ing of  the  present  Revenue  by  positive  Laws  which  have  received 
the  Royal  Assent.  This  natural  and  legal  Right,  as  we  contend  it 
is,  was  never  denied  us,  or  called  in  Question  as  we  know  of,  but 
by  our  present  Proprietaries;  their  ever  hearty  Friend  the  late  Gov- 
ernor's Father,  who  had  lived  many  years  among  us  and  was  skilled 
in  our  Laws,  in  a  solemn  Speech  recorded  in  our  Minutes  men- 
tions this  as  one  of  our  civil  rights,  among  the  other  Happinesses 
of  our  Constitution,  with  which  he  was  thoroughly  acquainted. 
Our  inserting,  therefore,  in  the  Bill  a  Clause  that  the  Governor 
should  have  a  voice  in  the  disposition  of  the  Money  intended  to  be 
raised,  was  partly  in  Consideration  that  the  Proprietary  was  by  the 
Bill  to  contribute  in  proportion  to  his  Estate,  and  to  avoid  unrea- 
sonable disputes.  But  since  we  are  daily  more  and  more  convinced 
that  the  Governor  is  no  Friend  to  puv  Country,  and  takes  a  pleasure 
in  contriving  all  possible  Methods  of  Expencc  to  exhaust  our 
Funds,  and  distress  our  Affairs  (of  which  the  present,  exorbitant 
demand  of  five  thousand  pounds,  besides  what  we  have  already  paid 
for  cutting  a  Road — an  undertaking  he  engaged  us  in  on  a  Compu- 
tation of  its  costing  Eight  hundred  Pounds,  and  which  if  this  be 
due  must  cost  us  above  an  hundred  Pounds  pr-  Mile),  it  will  become 
us  to  be  more  particularly  careful  how  our  publick  Money  shall  bo 
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expended,  when  the  greatest  Sums  which  can  be  raised  upon  this 
Young  Colony  must  fall  so  far  short  of  what  may  become  absolutely 
necessary  for  our  common  Security. 

"That  we  claim  a  Eight  of  keeping  our  Proceedings  a  Secret 
from  the  Crown,  another  of  the  Governor's  Groundless  Accusations, 
has  been  twice  Refuted  and  is  yet  a  third  time  courageously  re- 
peated, tho'  all  the  Province  knows  that  our  Votes  and  proceedings 
are  every  Year  printed  and  published,  and  have  been  so  for  these 
Thirty  Years  past  and  more.  Equally  groundless  are  the  (many 
others)  which  the  Governor  forbears  to  particularize )  could  he  have 
thought  of  one  that  had  the  least  apparent  Foundation  he  would 
not  have  spared  to  mention  it. 

"  Plans  and  Schemes  of  aggrandizing  ourselves  the  Governor 
has  often  charged  us  with,  and  now  repeats  the  charge ;  he  affects 
to  consider  us  a  permanent  Body,  or  some  particular  order  of  people 
in  the  State  capable  of  planning  and  Scheming  for  their  own  par- 
ticular advantage  distinct  from  that  of  the  Province  in  general. 
How  groundless  this  must  be  is  easily  conceived,  when  'tis  consid- 
ered that  we  are  picked  out  from  among  the  people  by  their  Suf- 
frages to  represent  them  for  one  Year  only,  which  ended,  we  return 
again  among  the  People,  and  others  may  be  and  often  are  chosen 
in  our  places.  No  one  of  us  knows  a  Day  before  the  Election  that 
he  shall  be  chosen,  and  we  neither  bribe  nor  sollicit  the  Voters, 
but  every  one  votes  as  he  pleases,  and  as  privately  as  he  pleases, 
the  Election  being  by  written  Tickets  folded  up  and  put  into  a  Box. 
What  interest  can  such  a  Body  have  separate  from  that  of  the  pub- 
lick  ?  What  schemes  can  a  sett  of  Men  continually  changing  have, 
or  what  plans  can  they  form  to  aggrandize  themselves,  or  to  what 
purpose  should  they  have  or  form  them  ?  If  the  little  power  al- 
lowed us  by  the  Constitution  was  fixed  in  our  particular  Families, 
and  to  descend  to  our  Heirs  as  the  Proprietary  Power  does  in  their 
Family,  We  might  then  be  suspected  of  these  aggrandizing  Plans 
and  Schemes  with  more  appearance  of  probability.  But  if  any  of 
us  had  such  Schemes  the  want  of  a  single  vote  in  any  Election 
might  totally  disconcert  them,  there  being  no  Tenure  more  preca- 
rious than  that  by  popular  Esteem  or  Favour. 

"  The  Governor  next  considers  what  we  have  said  relating  to  the 
Act  for  raising  County  Kates  and  Levies,  and  is  pleased  to  say  (  he 
does  not  see  why  the  Proprietary  Estate  in  each  County  is  not  bene- 
fitted in  common  with  other  Estates  and  by  the  same  means/  That 
the  Proprietaries  Estate  should  be  excused  in  a  County  rate,  at  least 
so  far  as  that  Rate  is  levied  for  the  payment  of  Assemblymen's 
wages,  appears  to  us  equitable,  for  it  would  seem  to  us  unreasonable 
to  tax  an  Estate  to  defray  their  Expences  if  the  Possessor  had  no 
vote  in  chusing  a  Representative  in  that  House.  But  we  conceive 
it  is  widely  different  in  a  Provincial  Tax,  where  the  common  Interest 
and  Security  of  all  are  concerned;  and  yet  if  the  Proprietaries  should 
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purchase  Estates  which  have  usually  been  Taxed  by  the  County 
Bate  and  levy  Act  for  that  purpose,  we  presume  those  Estates  ought 
to  be  continued  to  pay  their  Assessments.  It  was  the  Opinion  of 
the  Sollicitors  General  in  King  William's  time  that  the  Lords  had 
no  right  to  vote  in  the  Elections  of  a  commoner,  because  they  were 
not  Contributors  to  the  expences  of  a  Knight  of  the  Shire  or  Bur- 
gess, and  they  were  not  Contributors  to  that  Expence  because  they 
were  of  another  House.  But  if  they  purchased  Lands  which  were 
before  such  purchase  chargeable  with  those  expences,  those  Lands 
should  notwithstanding  that  purchase  continue  chargeable  therewith 
by  Law,  altho'  before  the  Act  the  Lands  the  Lords  were  seized  of 
or  purchased  were  excused  from  that  Charge.  But  tho'  such  Lands 
were  excused  from  these  Bates,  will  any  one  from  thence  alledge 
that  the  Lords  are  exempted  from  paying  the  national  Taxes  ?  As 
for  the  rest  of  the  Expences  provided  for  by  that  Act,  we  thought 
as  the  Proprietary  cultivated  no  Land  in  any  of  the  Counties  but 
let  them  lie  for  a  market,  he  had  probably  no  Sheep  that  might 
suffer  by  Wolves,  Poultry  by  Foxes,  or  Corn  by  Crows  &  Black- 
birds, &ca"'  and,  therefore,  might  reasonably  be  excused  from  those 
Taxes  that  were  to  raise  Money  to  destroy  such  Vermin.  But  on 
farther  Consideration  we  are  willing  to  give  up  that  point  to  the 
Governor,  and  agree  that  their  Estates  may  on  other  Considerations 
be  equally  benefitted,  concluding  withal  that  they  ought,  therefore, 
equally  to  pay;  For  as  to  the  Condition  of  Consent  the  Governor 
mentions,  they  are  merely  imaginary,  tho'  the  Governor  speaks  of 
them  with  the  same  apparent  Assurance  as  if  he  had  the  Contract 
between  the  then  Governor  and  Assembly  under  Hand  &  Seal  in  his 
possession.  The  exempting  Proviso  in  that  Act  the  Governor  says 
is  declarative  of  the  Bights  of  the  Proprietaries  Station,  of  which 
the  People  in  general  might  be  ignorant;'  be  it  so,  then,  and  let  us 
see  what  are  the  words  :  l  Provided  also,  that  the  Proprietary  and 
Governor's  proper  Estate  shall  not  be  liable  to  be  rated  or  assessed 
by  Virtue  of  this  Act.'  We  submit.  Their  Estate  must  not  be 
Taxed  by  Virtue  of  that  Act  for  the  purposes  intended  by  that  Act. 
Tis  the  Bight  of  their  Station,  it  seems.  But  is  this  a  reason  why 
they  should  not  be  taxed  by  another  Act  for  any  other  Purposes,  or 
by  another  Act  for  the  same  purposes,  when  it  shall  become  reason- 
able and  necessary  ? 

"  There  is  in  the  same  Act  an  Exemption  from  the  same  Tax  of 
all  i  unsettled  Tracts  or  Parcels  of  Land'  belonging  to  any  Person 
whatsoever.  Is  this  too  declarative  of  the  Bight  of  such  Laud- 
holder's  Station,  and  does  it  expressly  declare  that  those  Gentlemen 
are  'not  liable  to  Taxes'?  If  so,  why  did  not  the  Governor  object 
to  that  part  of  our  Bill  likewise  which  proposes  to  tax  all  located 
Lands  on  this  occasion,  whether  settled  or  unsettled  ?  Those  plain 
Words,  the  Proprietary  Estate  shall  not  be  liable  to  be  rated  by 
virtue  of  this  Act,  must  be  stretched  on  the  Back  before  they  can 
be  extended  as  the  Governor  extends  them  to  a  general  Declaration 
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i  that  the  Proprietary  Estate  is  not  liable  to  Taxes/  But  he  is  a 
dextrous  Disputer,  and  can  at  pleasure  change  the  Meanings  of  the 
plainest  Words  and  make  them  signify  more  or  less;  as  it  suits  his 
purpose.  As  for  another  Instance,  we  had  asked  this  Question, 
'  Whether,  supposing  the  Proprietary  Estate  to  be  taxed,  it  would 
be  equitable  that  he  should  have  a  Negative  in  the  choice  of  the 
Assessors,  since  that  would  give  him  half  the  Choice,  tho'  he  were 
to  pay  perhaps  not  a  hundredth  part  of  the  Tax'  ?  The  Governor 
lays  hold  of  these  very  loose  and  uncertain  words  ['  tho'  he  were  to 
pay  perhaps  not  a  Hundredth  part'],  which  are  introduced  merely 
for  the  Argument  sake,  and  construes  them  into  a  Determination  of 
what  would  be  the  Proprietaries  proportion,  which  he  is  pleased  to 
agree  to  by  telling  us,  1 1  think  with  you  that  the  Proprietary  Tax 
would  not  be  more  than  a  Hundredth  part  of  the  whole/  when  'tis 
plain  we  had  no  thought  at  all  of  fixing  any  proportion  to  be  paid 
by  the  Proprietary  Estate  or  any  othe"r  Estate,  being  destitute  of 
the  proper  Informations  and  having  by  the  Bill  left  that  matter  to 
the  Commissioners  and  Assessors,  who  were  to  have  before  them  the 
Constables'  Returns,  and  to  be  sworn  or  solemnly  Affirmed  to  do  equal 
Justice  after  informing  themselves  of  the  value  of  Estates  in  the  best 
manner  they  could  by  all  the  means  in  their  Power.  But  had  we 
mentioned  Thousandth  or  ten  Thousandth  part,  we  make  no  Doubt  the 
Governor  would  have  been  Complaisant  enough  to  think  with  us  in 
that  particular,  tho'  we  should  differ  in  every  thing  else. 

"The  Governor  '  cannot  easily  conceive/  he  is  pleased  to  say? 
( that  a  negative  upon  a  choice  is  half  that  Choice,  or  indeed  any 
part  of  it.'  We  think  a  Negative  may  be  in  effect  more  than  half 
the  Choice,  and  even  mount  to  the  whole,  if  it  be  repeated  till  there 
is  no  choice  left  but  that  which  the  Possessor  of  the  negativing 
Power  chooses.  The  Peers  of  Great  Britain  have  no  Vote,  nor  can 
they  intermeddle  in  the  Election  of  a  Commoner,  and  yet  the  Com- 
mons claim  it  as  a  fundamental  Bight  to  subject  their  Estates  to 
Taxes  by  a  Bill,  the  whole  of  which  the  Lords  must  either  refuse 
or  pass.  And  that  August  Body,  who  contribute  so  largely  to  the 
publick  Stock,  acquiesce  in  it  as  a  sufficient  security  for  their 
Estates.  But  our  Proprietaries  are  unhapily  of  different  Senti- 
ments, and  cannot  think  themselves  safe  unless  their  whole  Estate 
here  be  entirely  exempted,  and  the  Burden  of  defending  it  become 
an  additional  Weight  to  the  Taxes  on  our  Mother  Country,  and  on 
the  Freemen  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  Colonies. 

"  The  Governor  is  greviously  offended  at  an  expression  in  our 
Message  that  we  have  in  our  Bill  allowed  him  a  share  in  the  dis- 
position of  the  Fifty  thousand  pounds,  and  thunders  over  us  in  a 
storm  of  angry  Questions  :  '  Is  it  from  you,  Gentlemen,  that  I 
derive  the  right  of  governing  this  Province,  or  from  your  Allowance 
that  I  have  a  Voice  in  the  Legislature  ?  Are  you  the  Sovereign 
disposers  of  power  ?     Have  you  the  Bight  to  give  and  take  away 
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at  pleasure  ?  If  not,  whence  that  lofty  claim  of  allowing  your 
Governor  a  Share  in  the  'disposition  of  the  publick  Money/  If 
the  Governor  will  but  have  a  little  patience  we  shall  endeavour,  by 
a  few  cool,  sober  Questions,  to  explain  this  matter  to  him  as  well 
as  we  are  able.  Are  not  all  money  Bills  to  take  their  Rise  in  the 
House  ?  Can  he  possibly  have  any  share  in  the  disposition  of 
publick  Money  if  it  is  not  raised  ?  and  can  it  be  raised  without 
our  Allowance  ?  Has  the  Governor  a  Right  to  make  any  Amend- 
ments to  a  Money  Bill  ?  If,  therefore,  a  Clause  is  put  into  such 
Bill,  giving  him  a  Voice  in  the  Disposition  of  our  Money,  must  not 
such  Clause  be  first  allowed  by  us  to  be  inserted  ?  To  what  pur- 
pose, then,  was  all  those  hasty  questions  ?  We  shall  answer  them 
in  a  few  Words.  We  are  not  '  the  Sovereign  disposers  of  power ;' 
nor  does  the  Governor  '  derive  from  us  the  right  of  governing  this 
Province/  It  were  a  vain  thing  in  us  to  say  it,  since  his  being 
our  Governor  would  alone  be  a  sufficient  proof  to  the  Contrary. 

"  The  Governor  is  pleased  to  say  that  he  studiously  avoided  every 
thing  that  could  renew  the.  disputes  subsisting  between  us,  and 
earnestly  recommend  the  same  Temper  of  Mind  to  us.  This  may 
be  right  so  far  as  relates  to  his  first  speech  at  the  opening  of  the 
Sessions,  but  in  his  Amendments  to  our  Bill  it  appears  to  us  that 
he  studiously  proposed  every  thing  that  he  thought  could  disgust  us, 
in  hopes  of  engaging  us  in  some  other  dispute  than  that  on  taxing 
the  Proprietaries  Estate,  and  of  making  the  Bill  with  the  Session' 
ineffectual  and  abortive.  Why  else  among  other  things  did  he  strike 
out  that  harmless  part  of  the  Preamble  which  gave  as  a  reason  for 
the  Bill  the  exhausting  of  our  Treasury  by  our  late  expensive  grants 
of  Provisions,  &ca"  to  the  King's  use  \  He  did  not  chuse  the  Bill 
should  mention  any  thing  we  had  done,  lest  by  that  means  it  should 
reach  the  Royal  Ear,  and  refute  his  repeated  Accusations  that  we 
1  had  done  nothing,  nor  could  do  any  thing  for  defence  of  the 
Country/  when  he  knows  in  his  Conscience  we  had  given  all  in  our 
Power )  and  it  was  well  we  had  it  in  our  power  to  give  something, 
or  otherwise  neither  the  British  nor  New  England  Troops  would 
have  had  the  Provisions  we  furnished ;  for  could  the  Governor  pos- 
sibly have  done  it  we  have  reason  to  believe  he  would  have  defeated 
our  Grant.  He  can  no  more  bear  to  let  us  do  any  thing  Com- 
mendable than  he  can  bear  to  hear  what  we  have  done  mentioned. 

"  It  is  true  the  Governor  recommended  a  good  Temper  of  Mind 
to  us.  He  can  make  plausible  Speeches  that  will  read  well  in  other 
places  where  his  Conduct  is  not  known.  Indeed  they  appear  not 
to  be  made  so  mush  for  us  as  for  others  :  to  shew  the  Ministry  at  s 
home  his  great  Zeal  for  his  Majesty's  Service  and  concern  for  the 
Welfare  of  his  People !  And  to  recommend  himself  as  it  should 
seem  to  some  better  post  hereafter,  rather  than  to  obtain  the  present 
points  that  seem  to  be  persuaded ;  For  of  what  avail  are  the  best 
Speeches  not  accompanied  with  suitable  Actions  ?     He  has  reeom- 
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mended  Dispatch  in  very  good  Words,  and  immediately  hatch'd 
some  dispute  to  occasion  Delay.  He  can  recommend  peace  and 
Ananimity  in  fine  and  moving  Language,  and  immediately  contrive 
something  to  provoke  and  excite  discord,  the  settled  Scheme  being 
not  to  let  us  do  any  thing  that  may  recommend  us  to  those  with  whom 
he  would  ruin  us.  He  would  appear  to  be  in  great  earnest  to  have 
something  done,  and  spurs  violently  with  both  Heels,  but  takes  care  at 
the  same  time  to  rein  in  strongly  with  both  Hands  lest  the  publick 
Business  before  us  should  go  forward.  When  we  offered  him  to 
raise  money  on  the  excise,  a  method  long  in  use  and  found  easy  to 
the  People,  he  quarrelled  with  us  about  the  Time  of  extending  the 
Act,  complained  it  would  raise  too  little,  and  yet  was  for  shortening 
the  term.  Obsolete  Instructions  were  mustered  up  against  it,  tho' 
Acts  of  the  same  Kind  have  been  passed  by  the  Crown.  Acts  of 
Parliament  made  for  the  other  Colonies  were  to  be  enforced  here, 
and  the  like.  Then  he  called  out  for  a  Tax,,  which  the  Proprietaries 
themselves  (in  their  answer  to  our  Representation)  allowed  to  be 
the  most  Equitable  Way  of  raising  Money,  thinking,  it  is  like,  we 
should  never  agree  to  a  Tax;  But  now,  when  we  offer  an  equitable 
Tax  on  all  Estates,  real  and  personal,  he  refuses  that  because  the 
Proprietaries  are  to  be  Taxed  ! 

"  The  Governor  thinks  himself  injuriously  treated  by  our  Re- 
quest '  that  he  would  not  make  himself  the  hateful  Instrument  of 
reducing  a  free  people  to  the  abject  state  of  "Vassalage/  and  asks 
'  what  Grounds  have  you,  Gentlemen,  for  this  heavy  charge  ? 
What  Laws  of  Imposition  abhorrent  to  common  Justice  and  com- 
mon Reason  have  I  attempted  to  force  down  your  Throats/  &ca"  A 
Law  to  Tax  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  To  defend  the  Proprietary 
Estate,  &  to  exempt  the  Proprietary  Estate  from  bearing  any  part 
of  the  Tax/is,  may  it  please  the  Governor,  a  Law  abhorrent  to 
common  Justice,  common1  Reason,  and  common  Sense.  This  is  a 
Law  of  Imposition  that  the  Governor  would  force  down  our  Throats 
by  taking  advantage  of  the  Distress  of  our  Country,  the  Defence 
of  which  he  will  not  suffer  us  to  provide  for,  unless  we  will  comply 
with  it.  Our  Souls  rise  against  it,  We  cannot  swallow  it.  What 
other  Instance  would  the  Governor  desire  us  to  give  of  his  en- 
deavouring to  reduce  us  to  a  state  of  Vassalage  ?  He  calls  upon 
us  for  an  Instance.  We  give  him  the  very  Law  in  Question  as  the 
strongest  of  Instances.  Vassals  must  follow  their  Lords  to  the 
Wars  in  defence  of  their  Lands  j  Our  Lord  Proprietary,  though  a  sub- 
ject like  ourselves,  would  send  us  out  to  fight  for  him  while  he  keeps 
himself  a  Thousand  Leagues  remote  from  danger  !  Vassals  fight  at 
their  Lord's  expence,  but  our  Lord  would  have  us  defend  his 
Estate  at  our  own  Expence.  This  is  not  merely  Vassalage,  it  is 
worse  than  any  Vassalage  we  have  heard  of;  it  is  something  we 
have  no  adequate  name  for ;  it  is  even  more  slavish  than  Slavery 
itself.  And  if  the  Governor  can  accomplish  it,  he  will  be  deemed 
the  hateful  Instrument  (how  much  soever  he  is  disgusted  with  the 
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Epithet),  as  long  as  History  can  preserve  the  Memory  of  his  Ad- 
ministration. Does  the  Governor  think  to  exculpate  himself  by 
calling  upon  us  to  prove  him  guilty  of  Crimes  we  have  never 
charged  him  with  ?  Whose  Liberty  have  I  taken  away  ?  Whose 
property  have  I  invaded  ?  If  he  can  force  us  into  this  Law,  the 
Liberty  and  property  not  only  of  one  Man  but  of  all  the  Men  in 
the  Province  will  be  invaded  and  taken  away ;  and  this  to  aggran- 
dize our  intended  Lord,  encrease  and  secure  his  Estate  at  our  Cost, 
and  give  him  the  glorious  Privilege  that  no  British  Nobleman  en- 
joys, of  having  his  Lands  free  from  Taxes,  and  defended  gratis.  -* 
But  what  is  the  loss  of  even  Liberty  &  property  compared  with 
the  Loss  of  our  good  Name  and  Fame,  which  the  Governor  has  by 
every  artifice  endeavoured  to  deprive  us  of,  and  to  ruin  us  in  the 
Estimation  of  all  Mankind.  Accusations  secretly  dispersed  in  the 
Neighbouring  Provinces  and  our  Mother  Country ;  nameless  Libels 
put  into  the  Hands  of  Every  Member  of  Parliament,  Lords  and 
Commons  !  But  these  were  modest  attacks  compared  with  his  Pub- 
lic Messages,  filled  with  the  most  severe  and  heavy  charges  against 
us  without  the  least  Foundation ;  Such  as  those  in  his  Message  of 
the  Sixteenth  of  May  last,  some  of  which,  tho'  then  fully  refuted, 
he  now  ventures  to  renew  by  exclaiming  in  these  Terms  :  '  Had 
you  any  regard  for  your  Bleeding  Country  would  you  have  been 
been  deaf  to  all  the  affectionate  Warnings  and  Calls  of  his  Majes- 
ty ?  and  would  You  have  refused  the  Power  necessary  and  timely 
assistance  to  an  Army  sent  to  protect  these  Colonies  V  For  is  it 
not  well  known  that  we  have  essayed  every  Method  consistent  with 
our  Rights  and  Liberties  to  comply  with  the  Calls  of  the  Crown, 
which  have  frequently  been  defeated,  either  by  Proprietary  In- 
structions or  the  preverseness  of  our  Governor  ?  Did  we  not  supply 
that  Army  plentifully  with  all  they  ask'd  of  us,  and  even  more 
than  all  ?  In  Testimoney  of  which  have  we  not  Letters  from  the 
late  General  &  other  principal  Officers  acknowledging  our  Care,  and 
thanking  us  cordially  for  our  Service  ?  These  things  are  well  known 
here.  But  there  is  no  charge  that  the  Governor  can  allow  himself 
to  throw  out  against  us,  so  it  may  have  the  least  Chance  of  gaining 
some  small  Credit  somewhere,  though  of  the  shortest  Continuance. 

u  In  fine,  we  are  sincerely  grieved  at  the  present  unhappy  state 
of  our  Affairs,  but  must  endeavour  patiently  to  wait  for  that  Relief 
which  Providence  may  in  due  Time  think  fit  to  favour  us  with — » 
having,  if  this  Bill  is  still  refused,  very  little  further  Hopes  of  any 
Good  from  our  present  Governor. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  House. 

"ISAAC  NORRIS,  Speaker. 
"Philada-  19th  August,  1755." 
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A  Message  to  the  Governor  from  the  Assembly. 
u  May  it  please  the  Governor  : 

"  Several  Gentlemen,  Inhabitants  of  this  City,  '  observing  with 
Concern  that  the  Governor  and  Assembly  differ  in  opinion  in  respect 
to  taxing  the  Proprietary  Estate,  lest  by  such  Difference  in  opinion 
the  Bill  for  raising  Fifty  thousand  pounds  for  his  Majesty's  Service 
should  not  take  effect  rather  than  the  least  should  be  given  to  his 
Majesty's  Service  at  this  time  of  imminent  Danger  by  a  Sum  so 
very  triffling  as  they  apprehend  the  Proprietary's  Share  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Tax  might  amount  to,  have  petitioned  our  House,  and 
engaged  to  pay  Five  hundred  pounds  in  behalf  of  the  Proprietaries 
into  the  publick  Stock  for  the  King's  use — being  well  assured  (as 
they  alledge)  that  it  would  have  been  altogether  unccessary  were  the 
Proprietaries  themselves  present,  and  that  they  do  not  doubt  they 
will  honourably  acquit  every  Subscriber  of  that  Expence.'  May  it 
please  the  Governor :  the  presumption  that  it  will  be  agreeable  to 
our  Proprietaries  and  their  apparent  Interests  to  pay  their  propor- 
tionable part  of  this  burthensome  but  necessary  tax,  must  arise 
from  the  supposed  Equity  of  levying  it  upon  their  Estates  as  well 
as  all  others  in  this  Province ;  and,  therefore,  we  have  no  power 
to  compound  for  the  share  any  Estate  shall  pay,  which  is  to  be  de- 
termined equitably  by  Assessors  under  their  Qualifications,  and  as 
we  are  not  an  incorporated  Body  to  sue  or  to  be  sued,  we  herewith 
send  their  Petition  and  the  respective  Sums  for  which  they  have 
subscribed,  amounting  to  Five  hundred  &  two  pounds  ten  Shillings, 
as  a  further  security  to  the  Governor — not  doubting  those  Gentle- 
men are  legally  bound  and  that  their  Estates  are  sufficient  to  dis- 
charge their  Contracts.  And  under  this  further  Security  we  hope 
the  Governor  will  now  chearfully  give  his  Assent  to  our  Bill. 
"  Signed  by  order  of  the  House. 

" ISAAC  NORMS,  Speaker. 

"August  19,  1755,  A.  M." 


A  Message  to  the  Governor  from  the  Assembly. 
"May  it  please  the  Governor  : 

"  We  have  considered  the  Governor's  Message  of  this  Day  rela- 
ting to  the  orders  sent  by  General  Shirley  to  Col.  Dunbar,  and  are 
of  opinion  that  the  Bill  herewith  sent  up  to  the  Governor  may,  if 
he  thinks  lit  to  give  it  his  assent,  enable  him  to  do  every  thing  that 
can  reasonably  be  expected  from  this  Government  on  this  Occasion. 
We,  therefore,  once  more  earnestly  request  him  to  enact  it  into  a  Law. 
"  Signed  by  Order  of  the  House. 

"ISAAC  NORMS,  Speaker. 
"August  19th,  1755." 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia  on  Thursday  the  21st  August, 
1755. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  &ca' 

John  Penn,  Richard  Peters,  1 

Joseph  Turner,  Robert  Strettell,  I  Esquires. 

Lynford  Lardner,  J 

A  written  Message  from  the  Assembly  in  answer  to  the  Gover- 
nor's Message  of  the  16th  Instant  was  read  in  these  words: 


A  Message  to  the  Governor  from  the  Assembly. 
u  May  it  please  the  Governor  : 

"  We  have  considered  the  Governor's  Message  of  the  16th  Instant, 
with  the  Extract  from  Governor  Lawrence's  Letter  to  Governor 
Phips,  in  which  it  is  observed  That  if  the  Excellent  Laws  prohibit- 
ing the  Transportation  of  Provisions  to  Louisburgh  continue  in  force 
for  two  Months  longer  there  is  a  probability  that  the  Governor  of 
that  Place  will  be  obliged  to  present  the  Keys  of  the  Garrison  to 
Mr.  (  Boscawen/  and  our  Governor  is  pleased  to  recommend  it  to  us 
to  think  of  some  proper  Law  that  may  most  effectually  prevent  their 
being  supplyed  from  this  Province.  But  as  an  Act  passed  this 
House  and  received  the  Governor's  Assent  at  our  last  sitting,  enti- 
tuled  '  An  Act  to  continue  an  Act  entituled  '  An  Act  to  prevent  the 
Exportation  of  provisions,  naval  or  Warlike  Stores,  from  this  Pro- 
vince to  Cape  Breton,  or  to  any  other  Pominions  of  the  French 
King  or  places  at  present  in  possession  of  any  of  his  Subjects/  '  by 
which  the  Act  continued  will  be  in  force  at  least  ten  Months  to 
come,  and  has  been  as  far  as  we  know  effectual  for  the  purpose  in- 
tended, and  as  the  Governor  has  not  pointed  out  to  us  any  Defect 
in  that  Act,  nor  has  any  occurred  to  us,  we  cannot  at  present  think 
what  Law  can  be  made  more  effectually  to  prevent  that  place  being 
supplied  with  provisions,  &ca-'  from  this  Province." 

Whilst  the  Council  was  sitting,  the  following  Verbal  Message 
was  delivered  by   two  Members. 

"  The  House  met  on  the  twenty-third  of  last  month,  on  the 
Governor's  Summons,  in  an  affair  of  the  highest  Consequence  to  the 
Welfare  of  this  Province  and  the  other  Colonies  on  the  Continent 
of  North  America ;  they  considered  the  importance  of  the  present 
Situation  of  our  Affairs,  and  sent  up  a  Bill  to  the  Q-overnor  for 
granting  Fifty  thousand  pounds  for  the  King's  use.  This  Bill  has 
been  repeatedly  under  his  Consideration  ever  since  the  second 
Instant,  so  that  he  must  be  fully  acquainted  with  the  Bill  &  his 
own  Sentiments  upon  it.  They,  therefore,  earnestly  request  that 
he  would  now  give  them  a  positive  answer,  whether  he  will  or  will 
not  assent  to  the  Bill  as  it  lies  before  him." 
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And  being  considered,  the  Secretary  was  ordered  to  return  the 
Supply  Bill  with  the  following  Verbal  Message  : 

Jl  Message  from  the  Governor  by  the  Secretary. 
«  Sir— 

"  The  Governor  having  by  Message  of  the  Fourteenth  instant 
informed  You  that  he  did  not  think  it  consistent  with  his  power  or 
Trust  to  pass  the  Bill  for  raising  Fifty  thousand  pounds  without 
the  amendments  he  had  made  to  it,  and  that  he  adhered  to  those 
Amendments,  is  surprized  at  your  Message  of  this  day,  to  which 
he  can  only  say  that  he  thinks  it  his  duty  to  adhere  still  to  the 
Amendments  he  made  to  that  Bill." 

The  Governor  observed  to  the  Council  that  he  had  not  received 
any  Answer  from  the  Assembly  to  his  Message  recommending  the 
Establishment  of  a  Militia,  &  it  being  thought  proper  to  quicken 
their  Attention  to  that  matter,  the  following  Message  was  drawn  up 
&  ordered  to  be  delivered  by  the  Secretary  : 

A  Message  from  the   Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
u  Gentlemen : 

"  On  the  ninth  instant  I  recommended  to  you  to  establish  a  Militia 
for  the  Safety  and  Defence  of  the  Province,  and  having  frequently 
before  recommended  the  same  thing,  but  received  no  answer,  I  then 
desired  You  would  give  me  an  explicit  Answer  upon  the  Subject. 

"  I  do,  therefore,  now  call  upon  You  &  insist  on  a  plain  and  Cate- 
gorical Answer,  whether  You  will  or  will  not  Establish  a  Militia;  y* 
his  Majesty  and  Ministers  may  be  informed  whether  at  this  time  of 
Danger  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  is  to  be  put  into  a  posture  of 
defence  or  not. 

"ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 

«  Philada.,  August  21st,  1755." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia  the  22nd  August,  1755. 

PRESENT  : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  &ca* 

John  Penn,  Richard  Peters,        "\ 

Robert  Strettell,  Lynford  Lardner,      I  Esquires. 

Joseph  Turner,  ) 

Indians. 

Scarroyady,  Andrew  Montour,   Sonahrawano,   Canuckracayink7 
Teconundat,  Kanuksusy. 

Conrad  Weiser,  Interpreter. 

The  Governor  addressing  himself  to  Kanuksusy  the  son  of  old 
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Allaguipas,  whose  Mother  was  now  alive  and  living  near  Ray's 
Town,  desired  him  to  hearken  for  he  was  going  to  give  him  an  Eng- 
lish name. 

A  String. 

And  then  spoke  as  follows : 
"  Brother — 

"  In  token  of  our  Affection  for  your  parents  &  in  expectation  of 
Your  being  a  useful  man  in  these  perillous  Times,  I  do  in  the  most 
solemn  manner  adopt  you  by  the  name  of  Newcastle,  and  order  you 
to  be  called  hereafter  by  that  name  which  I  have  given  you,  because 
in  1701  I  am  informed  that  your  parents  presented  you  to  the  late 
Mr.  William  Penn  at  Newcastle."  A  belt  of  8  Rows.  The  Gov- 
ernor informed  the  Council  that  he  had  called  them  together  at  the 
Instance  of  Scarroyady,  who  wanted  to  say  something  of  Importance 
to  this  Government  in  private  Council,  but  fearing  least  some  of  the 
Indians  should  come  along  with  him  in  case  they  saw  him  going  to 
the  Governor's  house,  he  had  delivered  it  to  Mr.  Weiser  and  Mr. 
Montour  in  a  private  Council  held  at  Mr.  "VVeiser's  lodging  in  the 
presence  only  of  3  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  which  paper  was  read, 
and  being  interpreted  was  allowed  by  the  Indians  to  be  truly  taken 
down. 

"  Brother  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  &  all  the  English  on 
this  Continent :  It  is  now  well  known  to  you  how  unhappily  we 
have  been  defeated  by  the  French  near  Minongelo.  We  must  let 
you  know  that  it  was  the  pride  and  ignorance  of  that  great  Gene- 
ral that  came  from  England.  He  is  now  dead;  but  he  was  a  bad 
man  when  he  was  alive ;  he  looked  upon  us  as  dogs,  and  would  never 
hear  any  thing  what  was  said  to  him.  We  often  endeavoured  to 
advise  him  and  to  tell  him  of  the  danger  he  was  in  with  his  Soldiers ; 
but  he  never  appeared  pleased  with  us,  &  that  was  the  reason  that 
a  great  many  of  our  Warriors  left  him  &  would  not  be  under  his 
Command. 

"  Brethren  :  We  would  advise  you  not  to  give  up  the  point, 
though  we  have  in  a  manner  been  chastised  from  above ;  But  let  us 
unite  our  Strength.  You  are  very  numerous,  &  all  the  English 
Governors  along  your  Sea  Shore  can  raise  men  enough;  don't  let 
those  that  come  from  over  the  great  Seas  be  concerned  any  more ; 
they  are  unfit  to  fight  in  the  Woods.  Let  us  go  ourselves,  we  that 
came  out  of  this  Ground,  We  may  be  assured  to  conquer  the  French. 

*  Gave  a  String  of  Wampum,  &  desired  that  the  English  would 
consider  the  matter  well. 

"  Brethren  the  English  :  We  let  you  know  that  our  Cousins  the 
Delawarcs,  as  well  as  our  Brethren  the  Nanticokes,  have  assured 
me  that  they  were  never  asked  to  go  to  war  agaiust  the  French  in 
the  late  Expedition,  but  promised  in  the  strongest  Terms  that  if 
their  Brethren    the    English    (especially  those  of  Pennsylvania) 
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will  give  them  their  Hatchett  they  would  make  use  of  it,  &  would 
join  with  their  Uncles  against  the  French.  So  we  assure  you  by 
this  belt  of  Wampum  that  we  will  gather  all  our  Allies  to  assist 
the  English  in  another  Expedition.  One  word  of  Yours  will  bring 
the  Delawares  to  join  You;  and  you  are  a  strong  Body  and  very 
able ;  if  you  will  but  Exert  Yourselves  we  can  beat  and  humble 
the  French  \  to  which  end,  to  wit,  to  admonish  You  to  exert  your- 
selves, We  give  you  this  Belt  of  Wampum.  Pray  consider  well 
and  be  encouraged,  &  consider  also  what  shall  be  said  in  answer  to 
this  Belt.  I  am  going  to  the  Nanticokes,  and  shall  pass  by  the 
Delawares,  and  any  Message  you  have  to  send  or  answer  you  have 
to  give  to  them  I  will  deliver  to  them.' 

"  Here  he  delivered  the  Belt  in  the  presence  of  Andrew  Mon- 
tour, Canuckracayink,  Sonahrawano,  Newcastle. 

"  Truly  translated  by  Conrad  Weiser,  Provincial  Interpreter." 
Scarroyady,  holding  a  Belt  in  his  hand,  said  he  had  a  private 
matter  to  communicate,  and  then  spoke  as  follows: 

"  Brother — 

"  This  Belt  was  given  me  by  Jo,  an  Indian  (meaning  Jo  Peepy), 
at  Wyomink,  and  at  the  same  time  he  said  that  he  was  so  sunk  so 
low  among  the  White  People  as  to  be  forgot  by  them,  &  he  wanted, 
therefore,  to  remove  nearer  the  Six  Nations,  and  desired  a  place 
might  be  assigned  him  where  he  cou'd  correspond  better  with  them ; 
and  as  he  made  answer  to  Jo  Peepy  that  he  could  not  do  this  with- 
out the  Consent  of  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  he  desired  to 
know  their  mind  about  it,  &  the  Governor  left  it  to  him  to  do  as  he 
should  think  best." 

A  Belt. 

Scarroyady' s  Wife  presented  a  Bundle  of  Skins  to  the  Governor, 
which  was  weighed  by  William  West  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Lard- 
ner,  and  weighed  ninety-five  pounds,  at  22d  ^  lb  is  £8  14  2. 

Several  Petitions  from  this  Frontier  Townships  were  read,  in 
which  is  described  in  the  most  moving  Language  the  distressed  con- 
dition of  the  Inhabitants  for  want  of  Association,  Military  Discipline, 
Arms,  &  Ammunition. 

It  is  particularly  represented  that  by  means  of  their  defenceless 
Condition  their  Wives  and  Children  are  terrified  to  death  with 
every  the  most  trifling  story,  and  are  with  difficulty  persuaded  to 
stay  and  do  the  Duty  of  their  Families.  The  petitioners  informed 
the  Governor  that  like  petitions  had  been  from  time  to  time  pre- 
sented to  the  Assembly,  but  hitherto  without  effect. 

The  Governor  in  a  very  respectful  manner  told  the  Petitioners 
that  his  Heart  bled  for  them,  but  it  was  not  in  his  power,  having 
neither  a  Militia  Law  nor  the  disposal  of  any  Money,  to  give  them 
any  other  Relief  than  that  if  they  would  form  Companies  &  Yolun- 
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tarily  come  into  Military  Discipline  he  would  Commissionate  such 
officers  as  they  should  recommend  him. 

Then  the  Governor  told  the  Board  that  finding  himself  under 
particular  Difficulties  about  making  a  proper  Answer  to  the  above 
Speech,  as  he  was  not  able  to  afford  the  Delawares  assistance  neces- 
sary on  such  an  Invitation,  nor  had  his  Majesty  declared  War 
against  the  French,  he  had  advised  with  Mr.  Weiser,  who  thought 
it  best  to  give  a  general  answer,  viz'- :  that  he  had  laid  the  Speech 
before  the  Council  &  they  joined  with  him  in  returning  Thanks  to 
Scarroyady  for  his  kind  advice  and  to  the  Delawares  for  their 
Regards  for  this  Province,  And  that  they  hoped  that  Nation  would 
always  continue  their  Friendship  to  the  English  and  wait  the  De- 
termination of  the  Six  Nations. 

The  Governor  and  Council  concurring  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Wei- 
ser,  the  following  answer  was  concluded  on,  and  the  Governor  was 
desir'd  to  deliver  it  to  Scarroyady  when  he  came  to  take  his  leave 
of  him. 

"Brother:  What  you  tell  me  of  the  late  General  gives  me  much 
concern,  particularly  that  part  which  relates  to  his  Treatment  of 
the  Indians,  however  he  found  by  dear  experience  that  they  would 
have  been  his  best  Guard ;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  had 
he  lived  he  would  have  altered  his  Conduct  towards  them.  I  agree 
with  you  that  the  English  have  numbers  and  strength  enough,  and 
when  joined  with  the  Six  Nations  are  an  overmatch  for  the  French 
and  their  Indians,  and  I  hope  to  see  that  the  Event  will  show  this 
to  be  true  before  the  end  of  this  Campaign. 

"  Brother :  Return  our  hearty  thanks  to  the  Delawares  and  Nan- 
ticokes  for  their  generous  offer  of  engaging  in  another  Expedition 
if  this  Government  will  put  the  Hatchet  into  their  hands  \  We  take 
this  as  a  high  proof  of  their  particular  attachment  to  us,  and  we 
hope  they  will  always  continue  their  Friendship  to  us  and  wait  the 
Determination  of  the  Six  Nations,  which  they  may  expect  to  receive 
very  soon  from  themselves. 

Here  gave  a  large  Belt. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia  the  28th  August,  1755. 

present : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esq'"'  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  &ca- 

John  Penn,  Robert  Strettell,    j  ™ 

Richard  Peters,  Lynford  Larduer,  }  ^s(luircs- 

The  Governor  informed  the  Council  that  since  their  last  sitting 
he  had  received  two  Messages  from  the  Assembly,  and  the  Mem- 
bers by  whom  they  were  sent  telling  him  that  the  House  inclined 
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to  adjourn  to  the  15th  of  September,  he  made  them  answer  that 
it  was  indifferent  to  him  to  what  time  they  adjourned,  but  if  he 
found  they  had  not  given  him  a  satisfactory  answer  to  what  he  had 
said  to  them  about  a  Militia  he  would  call  them  again  immediately. 
A  Letter  from  Governor  Be  Lancey  was  read  containing  some 
intelligence  from  Admiral  Boscawen,  &  informing  this  Government 
that  an  Embargo  was  thereupon  laid  in  Jersey,  &  desiring  that  one 
might  also  be  laid  here.  The  Council  concurring  in  opinion  with 
the  Governor  that  his  Majestic' s  Service  required  that  this  should 
be  done,  an  order  was  immediately  drawn  up  by  the  Governor  and 
served  on  the  Collectors  of  all  the  Ports  within  this  Province  &  the 
Lower  Counties,  prohibiting  the  Export  of  all  sorts  of  Provisions. 


A  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  Governor  Delancey. 

"  New  York,  25th  August,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"I  sent  the  Letters  inclosed  with  yours  of  the  21st  by  express 
Yesterday  to  Albany,  whence  they  will  be  forwarded  to  General 
Shirley ;  if  some  things  are  to  be  delayed  till  you  hear  from  him 
you'l  be  obliged  to  wait  a  considerable  time,  for  I  suppose  he  is  now 
at  Oswego. 

"  I  had  Yesterday  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Boscawen,  dated  at 
Halifax,  wherein  he  tells  me  he  keeps  a  Squadron  continually 
cruising  off  Louisburgh,  where  he  hears  the  French  are  much  dis- 
tressed for  provisions  aud  are  very  sickly  with  bolt,  flux,  and  Small 
pox,  &  that  from  intercepted  Letters  he  knows  that  the  French 
Squadron  which  is  now  here  will  sail  for  Europe  as  soon  as  they 
think  the  English  Squadron  have  left  that  Coast,  &  that  they  have  at 
present  there  Four  Ships  of  the  Line  and  three  Frigates.  It  is 
very  possible  the  Fluxes  at  Louisbourg  may  proceed  from  eating 
large  quantitys  of  Fish  without  a  sufficiency  of  Bread  and  other 
provisions. 

"  Mr.  Alexander  informs  me  that  in  Jersey  they  have  laid  an 
Embargo. 

"  You  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me  what  is  done  in  your  Govern- 
ments— we  continue  it  still. 

"I  am  sorry  to  see  the  disputes  run  so  high  in  your  Province  at 
such  a  time  as  this,  and  should  be  pleased  any  expedient  could  be 
devised  to  drop  them. 

"I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  &  most  humble  Servant, 

"JAMES  DELANCEY. 

"Governor  Morris." 

The  Governor  laid  before  the  Board  a  Letter  he  had  received 
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from  Col0-  Dunbar,  and  as  he  had  been  favoured  with  a  Copy  of 
Colonel  Dunbar's  answer  to  General  Shirley,  he  ordered  the  Secre- 
tary to  read  it  &  likewise  his  own  Letter  to  General  Shirley,  which 
he  sent  by  the  Express  that  forthwith  went  on  with  Colonel  Dun- 
bar's dispatches. 


A  Letter  to  General  Shirley  from  Colonel  Dunbar. 
«  Sir : 

"  I  lately  had  the  Honour  of  writing  to  you  in  answer  to  yours 
of  the  6th  Instant,  I  then  sent  you  a  return  of  the  State  of  the 
Troops  under  my  Command,  &  particularly  informed  you  of  the 
condition  they  were  all  in,  and  the  great  Deficiency  of  Arms  & 
Camp  Equipage ;  that  I  wish  the  Returns  had  reached  you  before 
you  sent  your  orders  of  the  12lh  Inst.,  which  I  think  must  have 
prevented  that  trouble. 

"Upon  the  receit  of  Yours  of  the  12 lh-  I  thought  it  proper  to  call 
the  Field  Officers  and  the  Five  Eldest  Captains,  to  lay  your  Orders 
and  Letters  before  them,  as  I  thought  it  wou'd  be  more  Satisfactory 
to  you  than  a  Letter  founded  intirely  on  my  own  Opinion,  that 
after  the  most  mature  Deliberation  we  do  unanimously  agree  that 
it  is  impracticable  to  carry  on  an  Expedition  to  Fort  Du  Quesne 
from  hence  at  this  time  of  the  Year,  &  give  the  following  reasons  : 

"  1st.  That  the  only  Cannon  we  have  are  Four  short  six-pounders; 
that  the  four  Cannon  at  Winchester  weigh  upwards  of  Thirty 
Hundred  Weight  each,  and  left  there  by  the  late  General  Brad- 
dock's  orders,  from  the  Impossibility  there  was  of  carrying  them 
with  him,  that  those  at  Fort  Cumberland  are  only  four- pounders, 
weighing  from  twelve  to  thirteen  Hundred  Weight  each,  and 
mounted  on  Ship  Carriages  with  Iron  Trucks,  &  Captain  Orde 
informs  us  that  they  are  only  fit  for  Ship  Service. " 

"  2ndly.  That  we  have  not  above  one-third  of  our  Camp  Equip- 
age &  our  Soldiers  almost  naked,  and  that  all  the  Cannon,  Mortars, 
&  Ammunition  that  the  late  General  Braddock  had  with  him,  the 
French  now  have  to  strengthen  their  Fort,  and  we  must  beg  leave 
to  undeceive  You  in  regard  to  what  you  are  pleased  to  mention,  of 
Guns  being  buried  at  the  time  of  General  Braddock  ordered  the 
Stores  to  be  destroyed,  for  that  there  was  not  a  Gun  of  any  kind 
buried,  &  the  four  that  are  now  left  are  two  that  Colonel  Dunbar 
had  with  him  &  two  that  were  left  at  Fort  Cumberland. " 

"  odly.  That  by  some  Mismanagement  we  had  not  one  Indian 
with  us ;  that  what  Friends  there  were  last  Year  are  lost,  and  no 
new  ones  gained;  that  General  Braddock  cou'd  not  get  above  eight 
or  nine  to  attend  him,  from  wcb"  Circumstances  he  laboured  under 
many  Inconveniences,  nor  do  we  hear  of  Measures  having  been 
taken  to  get  any ;  that  what  assistance  you  may  expect  from  Yir- 
vol.  vi. — 38. 


594  MINUTES  OF  THE 

ginia  by  Troops  We  are  under  the  strongest  appehension  you  will 
be  disappointed  in,  as  more  than  half  of  the  Virginia  Companies 
who  were  with  us  have  deserted  for  want  of  pay;  that  the  Season 
is  now  approaching  when  the  Falls  of  Rain  may  be  expected,  which 
will  conseqently  raise  the  several  Rivers  we  have  to  pass  so 
as  to  occasion  the  building  of  Floats  to  transport  the  Troops  &ca- 
over,  which  is  almost  impossible  to  put  in  Execution  if  the  Enemy 
should  chuse  to  make  an  opposition,  and  that  the  Swampy  Grounds 
and  Clayey  mountains  we  have  to  march  over  would  be  rendered 
extremely  difficult,  scarcely  practicable,  and  an  absolute  want  of 
Forage  but  what  we  could  carry  with  us )  That  it  greatly  surprizes 
us  Gov1"-  Dinwiddie  should  send  to  you  such  a  Return  of  the  Troops, 
as  he  could  have  no  authority  for  so  doing,  not  having  had  it  in  his 
power  to  know  a  true  and  exact  state  of  them. 

"  And  lastly  :  Were  we  to  march  immediately  from  hence  with 
the  greatest  Expedition  it  wou'd  be  impossible  to  arrive  at  Fort 
Du  Quesne  in  less  than  six  Weeks,  and  we  humbly  conceive  that 
before  we  cou'd  be  provided  with  a  proper  Train,  provision,  & 
every  thing  that  wou'd  be  necessary  for  such  an  Expedition,  we 
cou'd  not  expect  to  arrive  there  before  the  middle  of  November, 
and  should  we  not  succeed  in  the  attempt  we  must  inevitably  perish, 
as  the  mountains  are  covered  with  Snow  generally  in  the  latter 
end  of  October,  &  there  is  no  place  to  retreat  to  nearer  than  Fort 
Cumberland. 

"  This  is,  Sir,  the  real  state  and  Condition  of  both  Officers  and 
Soldiers ;  and  as  we  are  now  so  near  Philadelphia,  the  only  place  to 
recruit  our  men  with  proper  necessaries,  We  proceed  to  it,  which  we 
humbly  conceive  cannot  retard  our  Schemes,  provided  You  shall 
hereafter  think  proper  to  put  them  in  Execution,  either  by  going  to 
Fort  Du  Quesne  or  to  Albany ;  therefore  shall  wait  Your  further 
Commands  at  Philadelphia.  I  am,  with  great  Respect,  Sir, 
"  Your  most  obedient  &  most  humble  Servant, 

"THOMAS  DUNBAR. 
"  Camp  at  Pine  Ford,    } 
August  the  21st,  1755.  J 
"  His  Excellency  Gen1-  Shirley. 

"  Signed  as  the  opinion  of 

"  THOMAS  DUNBAR. 

"THOMAS  GAGE,  Lieut'-  Col0' 

"  RUP.  CHAPMAN,  Major. 

"WILL.  SPARKE,  Major. 

"J.  MERCER,  Captain. 

"  JN°-  RUTHERFORD,  Captain. 

"  ROBT  DOBSON,  Captain. 

"  J.  KENNEDY,  Captain. 

"SAML-  HOBSON,  Captain." 
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A  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  Colonel  Dunbar. 

k"  Siiippensburoh,  August  17th,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"  I  had  the  favour  of  your  Letter  by  the  Express  that  brought 
me  General  Shirley's  orders;  the  condition  both  Officers  and  Soldiers 
are  in  makes  it  absolutely  necessary  to  repair  many  deficiencies  be- 
fore we  proceed  on  such  a  March  &  Voyage;  as  you'l  see  us  in 
about  2  days  I'll  say  no  more  on  that  Head.  We  have  not  half  the 
Tents  We  should  have.  Shoes,  Shirts,  Stockings,  Camp  Kettles, 
and  flasks,  very  few.  Every  thing  taken  to  the  place  of  Action  is 
absolutely  lost ;  neither  Officer  nor  Soldier  save  more  than  was  on 
their  backs;  more  than  half  the  Arms  are  lost. 

"  We  are  obliged  to  You  for  your  Offer  relative  to  Tents  and 
Cloaths,  but  before  extra  things  are  ordered  it  will  be  necessary  to 
know  how  they  are  to  be  paid  for,  for  sure  it  is  we  have  not  a  Fund 
for  either ;  Cloaths  for  those  they  are  due  to  are  certainly  sent  to 
some  Port  in  America,  but  400  there  are  that  have  no  claim  until 
next  June,  and  they  are  naked. 

"  I  have  laid  this  before  General  Shirley.  I  mean  our  General 
condition,  and  beg'd  he  wou'd  send  particular  Instructions  about 
them,  which  I  hoped  to  receive  at  Philadelphia;  his  Letter  came  to 
me  in  9  Days ;  it  will  take  12  to  get  to  Philadelphia,  as  we  usually 
march  &  the  time  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  halt  there  will  make 
it  very  practicable  to  have  an  answer  to  the  inclosed  to  hiin,  which 
I  beg  may  be  dispatched  without  loss  of  Time.     I  am, 

"  Sir,  Your  most  Humble  &  Obedient  Servant, 

"THO    DUNBAR. 

*  Governor  Morris." 


A  Letter  to  General  Shirley  from  Governor  Morris. 

"Philada>  August  24th,  1755. 
"  Dear  Sir : 

"  With  this  you  will  receive  Colonel  Dunbar's  return  to  Your 
orders  of  the  12th  Instant  k  the  reasons  that  he  and  his  Officers 
have  for  that  Opinion,  in  addition  to  which  it  may  be  observed  that 
Pennsylvania,  the  Province  in  which  Fort  Du  Quesne  is,  and  the 
best  able  to  contribute  largely  to  such  an  Expedition,  as  it  abounds 
with  men,  Horses,  Carriages,  &  provisions,  will  do  nothing  towards 
it,  the  Assembly  having  sett  a  Month  &  Adjourned  themselves  with- 
out raising  any  money  for  that  Service. 

"  My  intelligence  from  the  Army  is  that  they  are  iu  a  very  bad 
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order,  the  Officers  disagreeing  with  one  another,  &  most  of  them 
having  a  Contempt  for  the  Colonel  that  Commands  them,  that  the 
men  are  in  a  poor  and  ragged  Condition  &  don't  relish  another  Cam- 
paign, as  it  is  called.  I  find  also  that  the  Scheme  is  to  Loiter  as 
much  time  and  make  as  many  difficultys  as  possible,  that  these 
troops  may  not  move  from  this  place,  or  if  that  cannot  be  done  then 
that  they  may  go  no  further  than  Albany  this  Season.  I  think  it 
right  to  hint  these  matters  to  you  that  You  may  in  Your  orders  & 
instructions  quicken  their  motion  a  little  without  taking  any  notice 
of  this  information,  which,  tho'  I  believe  it  true,  I  have  not  such 
authority  for  as  will  bear  a  publick  examination. 

"  I  have  Yours  from  Canada  Creek,  &  immediately  sent  forward 
by  a  fresh  Express  your  letter  to  Colonel  Dunbar  about  filling  up 
vacancies.  1  have  mentioned  to  him  several  times  the  recruits  that 
Captain  Benzitt  has  raised  for  his  and  the  other  Regiments,  but 
have  had  no  answer  upon  the  head.  Benzitt  has  now  about  one 
hundred  &  fifty  very  fine  men,  who  I  think  should  join  the  Regi- 
ments as  soon  as  possible. 

"I  dm  in  hopes  you  are  now  quite  Master  of  the  Lake  Ontario 
with  your  little  fleet,  and  that  by  their  means  you  have  full  intelli- 
gence of  the  strength  of  the  Enemy,  who,  I  knowing  the  Impor- 
tance of  the  pass  you  are  to  attack,  will  doubtless  draw  all  their 
force  thither ;  and  I  heartily  wish  that  these  Troops  under  Dunbar 
were  already  at  Albany. 

11  Should  you  prove  successful  against  Niagara,  as  I  have  high 
hopes  and  warm  wishes  that  you  may,  you  will  permit  me  to  say 
that  you  should  employ  an  Officer  well  attached  to  you  to  carry 
the  News  to  England,  who  should  be  furnished  with  every  Argu- 
ment to  shew  the  importance  of  the  place,  and  the  weight  &  conse- 
quence it  is  of  to  all  America,  that  without  it  the  French  Trade 
Settlements  upon  the  Ohio  and  the  Lakes  to  the  Southward  cannot 
be  supported,  and  what  they  have  to  the  Northward  of  it  are  not 
worth  keeping.  You  are  sensible,  Sir,  how  deep  the  first  Impres- 
sions are,  and  experience  has  shewn  in  the  case  of  Cape  Breton 
how  difficult  it  is  to  remove  them  however  wrong  ;  you  will  excuse 
me,  therefore,  for  being  anxious  upon  this  head.  Military  Men,  I 
mean  those  brought  up  in  the  Army,  have  strong  prejudices  in  favor 
of  such  an  Education,  &  are  very  apt  to  believe  that  nothing  great 
can  be  done  without  it ;  such,  therefore,  are  to  be  trusted  with 
Caution.  Indeed  I  think  you  cannot  have  any  Person  so  fit  to  em- 
ploy upon  this  Service  as  your  own  Son,  who  can  have  no  Interest 
but  what  is  Yours,  &  cannot  raise  himself  but  by  your  means. 
The  Honour  of  gaining  and  securing  that  pass  that  will  put  it  in 
the  power  of  the  English  to  become  Masters  of  America,  will  be 
wholly  yours,  &  you  &  your  Family  should  receive  the  advantage 
of  it.     You  will  pardon  the  Freedom  that  I  have  taken  in  giving 
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you  my  sentiments  upon  this  subject,  but  you  know  the  Friendship 
I  have  for  you,  and  how  much 

"  I  am,  Dear  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 
"ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 
"  His  Excellency,  GenL  Shirley." 

\ 
Then  were  read  and  taken  into  Consideration  the  two  Messages 
of  the  Assembly,  which  are  as  follows  : 

A  Message  to  the  Governor  from  the  Assemhly. 
u  May  it  please  the  Governor : 

"  The  Governor  was  pleased  in  his  Message  of  the  fourteenth 
Instant  to  tell  us  that  '  he  was  not  yet  satisfied  it  was  in  his  power 
or  consistent  with  his  Trust  to  pass  our  Bill  without  his  Amend- 
ments, whatever  he  might  be  when  he  heard  what  we  proposed  to 
say  to  him  on  that  Head/  and  we  understood  those  words  to  express 
a  suspension  of  his  Determination  for  that  Time.  We  since  sent 
him  a  long  Message  containing  the  reasons  of  our  Judgment,  that 
it  was  both  in  his  power  and  consistent  with  his  Trust  to  pass  the 
Bill  without  those  amendments,  and  yet  in  answer  to  our  Message 
of  Yesterday  requesting  his  final  Resolution  he  is  only  pleased  to 
say  that  he  is  surprized  at  such  a  Message,  having  told  us  in  his 
said  Message  of  the  Fourteenth  that  he  adhered  to  his  amendments. 
We  cannot  see  the  reason  of  the  Governor's  surprize  on  this  Occa-' 
sion,  since  from  all  that  had  passed  between  us,  and  especially  as  he 
had  not  sent  down  our  Bill,  we  think  the  Governor  could  not  but 
expect  such  a  Message  from  us. 

f  The  Governor  thought  fit  in  his  Message  of  the  16th  to 
acquaint  us  '  That  he  would  readily  pass  a  Bill  for  striking  any  Sum 
in  Paper  Money  the  present  Exigency  may  require,  provided  Funds 
are  established  for  sinking  the  same  in  Five  Years. 


"o 


"  But  as  we  have  no  funds  capable  of  sinking  so  great  a  sum  in 
Five  Years  without  the  assistance  of  on  equitable  Tax,  to  which  the 
Governor  would  still  have  his  objections  in  favour  of  the  Proprie- 
tary Estate,  and  the  proposal  of  striking  Paper  Money  might  lead 
us  again  into  many  Disputes,  which  we  chose  by  the  Form  of  this 
Bill  to  avoid,  agreeable  to  the  Governor's  advice  in  his  Speech  at 
the  opening  of  the  Session  we,  in  our  Turn,  should  be  surprized  to 
receive  such  a  proposal  now  from  him  if  we  had  the  least  reason  to 
think  he  was  sincerely  desirous  of  having  any  thing  done  for  the 
defence  of  the  Province.  ' 

u  But  now  convinced  that  no  farther  benefit  to  the  Country  ean 
arise,  from  our  continuing  longer  together  at  this  Time,  and  being 
under  a  necessity  of  meeting  again  in  a  few  weeks  to  settle  the 
accounts  of  the  Year,  we  take  leave  to  acquaint  the  Governor  that 
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we  incline  to  adjourn  this  clay  to  the  Fifteenth  of  September  ensu- 
ing if  he  had  no  objection  to  that  Time. 

"  Signed  by  Order  of  the  House. 

"ISAAC  NORMS,  Speaker, 
"August  22d,  1755." 


A  Message  to  the  Governor  from  the  Assembly. 
"  May  it  please  the  Governor  : 

"In  our  Message  of  the  thirty-first  day  of  December  last  we 
returned  an  answer  to  the  request  the  Governor  then  made  '  that 
we  wou'd  provide  for  the  Defence  and  safety  of  the  Province,  not 
only  by  affording  such  aids  as  his  Majesty  from  Time  to  Time  might 
require,  but  by  establishing  a  regular  Militia  within  this  Province, 
and  providing  Arms  and  Stores  of  War,  and  building  proper  Maga- 
zines in  the  most  convenient  places/  And  we  have  now  again 
reconsidered  that  Message  and  his  other  Messages  of  the  ninth, 
fifteenth,  &  twenty-first  Instant,  wherein  we  are  told  we  are  still 
without  a  Militia  or  the  necessary  means  of  Defence.  The  Elec- 
tions throughout  the  Province  are  near  at  hand,  and  our  Assemblies 
may  hereafter  consider  whether  it  will  be  of  any  real  advantage  to 
establish  a  regular  Militia  by  Law.  But  as  we  find  by  the  Gov- 
ernor's result  upon  our  Bill  for  granting  Fifty  thousand  pounds  for 
the  King's  use  he  cannot  think  it  consistent  with  the  Trust  reposed 
in  him  by  the  Proprietaries  to  pass  that  Bill,  we  find  by  experience 
that  it  can  answer  no  good  purposes  to  waste  our  Time  in  preparing 
Bills  for  his  Assent  in  which  for  the  common  security  and  defence 
of  the  Province  we  apprehend  it  wou'd  be  a  high  Breach  of  the 
Trust  reposed  in  us  to  Exclude  the  Proprietaries  Estate  from  bear- 
ing any  part  of  the  Burthen,  and  if  not  excluded  as  the  Governor 
asserts,  must  at  last  be  rejected  by  him  for  want  of  sufficient  pow- 
ers in  his  Commission  •  and,  therefore  (had  we  no  other  objections), 
we  hope  the  Governor  will  judge  it  reasonable  after  so  many  re- 
peated refusals  of  the  Bills  we  have  offered  to  him  for  granting 
large  Sums  of  Money  for  the  King's  use,  that  we  now  wait  the  De- 
termination of  our  Superiors  what  powers  he  has  or  ought  to  have 
as  our  Governor  under  the  Royal  and  Provincial  Charters,  and 
what  exclusive  rights  our  Proprietaries  may  be  justly  entitled  to 
in  the  Laying  and  Levying  of  Taxes  for  the  common  Security 
and  Defence  of  their  Estates  with  all  the  other  Estates  within  this 
Province. 

"In  the  mean  time  we  have  taken  care  to  answer  the  Petitions 
from  the  Inhabitants  of  the  several  Parts  of  this  Province,  recom- 
mended to  us  in  the  Governor's  Message  of  the  Fifteenth  Instant, 
in  the  best  manner  we  are  able,  which  we  hope  will  be  satisfactory 
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to  them,  and  a  Proof  of  the  care  we  have  for  the  Ease  and  Safety 
as  well  as  the  just  rights  of  those  we  represent. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  House. 

"  ISAAC  NORMS,  Speaker. 
"  August  22nd,  1755,  P.  M." 

The  Governor  communicated  to  the  Council  the  Draught  of  his 
Letter  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  Secretary  of  State : 

A  Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  from  Governor  Morris. 

"  Philadelphia,  August  28th,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"Immediately  upon  the  News  of  General  Braddock's  defeat  near 
Fort  Du  Quesne,  of  which  I  informed  you  in  my  last,  I  summoned 
the  Assembly  of  this  Province  and  pressed  them  to  grant  Supplys 
for  raising  men  to  reinforce  the  remainder  of  the  British  Troops, 
that  another  attempt  might  be  made  this  Season  for  the  Reduction 
of  that  fortress,  In  which  I  had  reason  to  think  the  neighbouring 
Provinces  wou'd  have  joined,  and  we  might  together  have  made  up 
a  body  of  about  five  thousand  men,  besides  the  King's  Troops,  if 
this  Province  had  begun  and  set  a  good  Example,  which  being  best 
able  and  most  immediately  concerned  it  was  our  duty  to  do. 

"  The  Inhabitants  were  so  alarmed  at  their  Situation  after  the 
defeat,  and  so  much  afraid  of  being  attacked  by  the  Indians  that 
great  numbers  petitioned  the  Assembly  to  make  provisions  for  their 
Defence;  upon  these  Petitions,  and  while  the  people  were  under  the 
Influence  of  their  fears,  the  Assembly  talked  of  contributing  largely 
but  took  care  to  make  all  the  Delay  they  could,  and  in  the  mean 
time  all  the  Quaker  preachers  and  others  of  great  weight  were  em- 
ployed to  shew  in  their  publick  Sermons,  &  by  going  from  House 
to  House  through  the  Province  the  sin  of  taking  up  Arms,  and  to 
persuade  the  People  to  be  easy  and  adhere  to  their  principles  and 
privileges;  and  they  scrupled  not  to  give  out  that  the  Defeat  was  a 
just  Judgment  upon  our  Forces  for  attempting  to  disturb  the  French 
in  their  Settlement. 

"Immediately  after  the  meeting  of' the  Assembly  I  let  them  know 
that  on  behalf  of  the  proprietarys  I  was  willing  to  give  two  hundred 
Acres  of  Land  West  of  the  Allegheny  Hills  to  every  Soldier,  and  a 
larger  quantity  to  every  Officer  in  proportion  to  their  Rank  that 
would  go  on  an  Expedition  from  this  or  the  neighbouring  Provinces 
against  Fort  Du  Quesne;  that  the  Land  should  be  granted  to  them 
without  purchase  Money  or  office  Fees,  and  be  free  from  the  pay- 
ment of  Quit-Rents  for  fifteen  Years  to  come.  But  this  Offer,  tluV 
a- very  considerable  one,  and  such  as  would  have  induced  many  to 
have  gone  and  afterwards  to  have  settled  in  that  Country,  they  took 
pains  to  slight  and  lessen  in  the  Eyes  of  the  people,  that*  they  might 
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have  a  greater  pretence  for  insisting  upon  taxing  the  proprietary 
Estate. 

"  When  the  Quaker  preachers  and  other  Political  Engines  had 
brought  the  people  to  a  proper  temper,  the  Assembly  sent  up  a  Bill 
for  raising  Fifty  thousand  pounds,  but  that  it  might  not  pass  they 
put  in  a  clause  for  taxing  the  unprofitable  Lands  belonging  to  the 
proprietors.  This  I  told  them  I  was  restrained  from  doing  by  a  pro- 
viso in  my  Commission  that  the  thing  was  unreasonable  in  itself, 
contrary  to  the  nature  of  Government  and  the  constant  usage  in 
this  and  the  other  Provinces.  But  they  insisted  on  my  passing 
their  Bill  without  Amendments,  a  claim  never  made  till  lately,  and 
upon  my  refusal  they  have  sent  me  two  long,  very  abusive  Mes- 
sages, highly  reflecting  upon  the  Proprietarys,  and  plainly  calcu- 
lated to  render  them  odious  to  the  people  and  particularly  so  to  the 
Germans. 

"  The  Messages  Mr.  Penn  will  lay  before  You,  and  I  am  satisfied 
that  they  will  appear  to  be  of  a  very  dangerous  nature  at  this  criti- 
cal Time,  being  intended  to  heat  and  inflame  the  minds  of  the 
people  and  to  set  them  against  the  Government;  and  as  the  lower 
Class  of  people,  particularly  the  Germans,  who  are  very  numerous 
here,  implicitly  believe  what  the  Assembly  say,  these  Messages  will 
make  them  Jealous  of  the  Government  they  live  under,  backward 
in  assisting  it,  and  more  inclinable  to  submit  to  the  French,  &  ac- 
cept of  the  offers  they  will  doubtless  make  them. 

"It  think  it  my  duty  to  observe  to  You  that  Mr.  Benjamin 
Franklin,  who  holds  an  office  of  profit  under  the  General  post  office, 
is  at  the  head  of  these  extraordinary  measures  taken  by  the  As- 
sembly, writes  their  Messages  and  directs  their  motions. 

"The  remainder  of  the  late  Sir  Peter  Halkett's  and  Col0i  Dun- 
bar's Regiments  with  three  Independant  Companies  will  be  in  this 
Town  to-morrow,  on  their  way  to  Albany,  in  the  Province  of  New 
York,  where  General  Shirley,  upon  whom  the  command  of  the 
Forces  devolved  by  the  death  of  General  Braddock,  has  ordered 
them  in  case  these  Provinces  declined  another  attempt  this  Season 
against  Fort  Du  Quesne,  which  this  Province  has  already  done. 

"  From  Albany  they  will  be  ordered  to  assist  Colonel  Johnson 
against  Crown  point,  or  General  Shirley  against  Niagara,  as  will  be 
thought  most  for  his  Majesty's  Service  when  they  arrive  there, 
which  I  immagine  they  may  do  in  about  15  days  from  this  time. 

"  My  last  accounts  from  General  Shirley  are  that  he  was  within 
three  days  of  Oswego,  that  the  last  division  of  his  army  was  about 
four  days  behind  him,  that  three  Vessels  were  launched  upon  the 
Lake  Ontario  and  fit  for  Service,  and  that  a  fourth  would  be  launched 
soon  after  he  got  there.  He  intended  to  stay  as  little  time  as  pos- 
sible at  that  place  and  proceed  to  Niagara,  whence  he  had  intelli- 
gence that  the  French  were  very  busy  in  putting  their  works  in  the 
best  order. 
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"The  four  Vessels  upon  Lake  Ontario  will  make  us  Masters  of  it, 
and  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance,  for  while  we  are  so  the 
French  can  send  no  considerable  supplys  to  Niagara  or  their  Forts 
to  the  Southward,  which  must  all  fall  into  our  hands  if  we  can  main- 
tain our  Superiority  upon  that  Lake. 

u  I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  Obedient  humble  Servant, 

"ROBERT  H.  MORRIS. 
"  To  Sir  Thomas  Robinson." 


At  a  Council  held  on  Friday  the  29th  of  August,  1755. 
present : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  &ca- 

John  Penn,  Richard  Peters,       j  ^SQrg 

Robert  Strettell,  Lynford  Lardner,    j       ^ 

The  Governor  reminded  the  Council  of  Governor  Delancy's  Letter 
of  the  Seventh  Instant,  wherein  he  gives  it  as  his  Opinion,  from 
advice  received  from  Governor  Lawrence  of  the  distress  the  French 
were  in  at  Louisburg  for  want  of  Provisions,  that  there  should  be  a 
general  Embargo;  and  the  same  being  taken  into  Consideration  it 
was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Board  that  an  Embargo  should 
be  forthwith  laid  on  provisions,  which  was  done  by  the  Governor's 
orders  to  the  Collectors  of  his  Majesty's  Customs  within  the  Province 
and  Counties.  « 

Sundry  Petitions  from  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Frontier  and  other 
Counties  were  read,  praying  that  they  might  have  Officers  and  be 
formed  into  Military  Companies,  and  the  Governor  was  advised 
upon  said  Petitions  &  all  others  of  the  like  nature  to  appoint  for 
Officers  all  such  as  should  be  Recommended  by  the  respective  bodies 
of  People  who  desired  to  be  formed  into  Companies,  and  hereupon 
several  Companies  were  accordingly  formed  and  Commissions 
granted  to  their  Officers,  who  took  the  Oaths  to  his  present  Ma- 
jesty before  the  Governor. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philad*'  on  Tuesday  the  2nd  Septemr"  1755. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant  Governor,  &ca- 

John  Penn, 

Robert  Strettell, 
Richard  Peters, 

Several  Petitions   from  several  Captains,  owners,   Factors,  and 
Freighters  of  Vessels  were  read,  praying  that  they  might  be  per- 


il,   [>  Esquires. 
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Hiitted  to  be  cleared  notwithstand^'  the  Embargo,  but  they  were  all 
rejected  and  a  Message  sent  to  the  Collector  to  take  all  the  measures 
in  his  power  to  prevent  the  Intraction  of  the  Embargo." 

A  Letter  from  Governor  Dinwiddie  of  the  25th  of  August  was 
read  in  these  words  : 

A  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  Governor  Dinwiddie. 

"Virginia,  Williamsburg,  August  25,  1755. 

"Sir: 

"  The  people  in  general  of  this  Dominion  are  under  great  Dejec- 
tion on  Col0-  Dunbar's  marching  to  your  place  for  Winter  Quarters; 
this  step  of  his  gives  our  people  almost  as  much  concern  as  the 
Defeat  at  Monongahela;  he  has  marched  the  two  Regiments  &  the 
three  Independ^  Companies.  The  Road  to  the  Ohio  being  opened 
facilitates  the  Invasion  of  the  Enemy,  and  he  left  at  Fort  Cumber- 
land 400  Sick  and  Wounded  and  the  remains  of  the  Provincial 
Troops  who  do  not  exceed  170  effective  men  fit  to  do  Duty.  By 
what  Authority  he  ordered  the  three  Independant  Companies  to 
march  with  him  I  know  not,  as  they  were  ordered  by  his  Majesty 
immediately  under  my  Command  for  the  Service  of  this  country ; 
after  his  march  the  Provincials  deserted  ten  or  12  in  a  day,  think- 
ing the  Colonel  had  left  them  to  be  destroyed  by  the  Enemy,  and 
it  is  more  than  probable  "the  French  and  Indians  on  hearing  the 
march  of  the  Regulars,  they  will  come  in  a  Body  with  fire  & 
sword  to  destroy  our  Frontier  Settlements ;  I  have  represented  this 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  its  true  Light,  and  hope  we  shall  have 
some  orders  for  a  Regulation. 

In  the  meantime  I  have  sent  out  six  Companies  of  Rangers  to 
protect  our  Frontiers,  but  what  can  they  do  against  an  Enemy  (if 
they  come  in  a  Body)  that  defeated  1,200  pickt  men. 

"  Our  Assembly  rose  last  Saturday;  in  June  they  voted  22,000, 
and  now  they  have  further  voted  40,000  for  the  service  of  the  Expe- 
dition. I  propose  augmenting  our  Forces  to  1,200  Men,  &  with  the 
assistance  of  your  Province  and  Maryland  I  would  propose  marching 
over  the  mountains  in  the  mo.  of  Octor-  to  build  a  fort  at  the  Great 
Crossing  or  at  the  Meadows,  and  leave  a  Garrison  of  800  Men  all 
the  Winter  to  carry  Six  of  the  Guns  from  Fort  Cumberland  and  to 
order  them  to  burn  the  Woods  for  a  mile  round  the  Fort  to  prevent 
any  Surprize ;  a  Fort  there  will  be  of  infinite  Service  on  a  second 
attack  next  Spring  against  the  Fort,  for  I  think  we  should  not  let 
the  French  remain  quiet ;  they  will  become  Insolent,  their  Indians 
emboldened,  and  ours  disheartened,  and  Col.  Innis  writes  me  that 
from  the  best  Intelligence  he  can  have  he  does  not  think  they  are 
more  numerous  at  the  Fort  than  they  were  last  Year,  and  as  the 
General's  Instructions,  &c%  are  fallen  into  the  Enemy's  hands  its 
more  than  probable,  as  by  that  they  are  Masters  of  our  plan  of  Ope- 
rations, that  many  of  the  French  and  Indians  are  gone  up  the  River 
to  the  aid  of  Fort  Niagara,  &ca-  j  to  incourse  their  Numbers  must  be 
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small  at  the  Fort,  and  they  must  leave  the  Fort  in  October  to  go 
for  Canada,  and  its  very  likely  they  will  be  short  of  Provisions  and 
all  other  Necessaries.  On  seriously  considering  all  these  Circum- 
stances, I  am  of  Opinion  that  the  above  proposal  is  very  eligible, 
and  I  doubt  not  being  able  to  compleat  our  men  to  the  number  as 
above  in  a  Month's  time. 

"If  Colonel  ITunbar  had  entrenched  himself  in  the  Meadows  and 
sent  in  to  the  different  Governors  for  a  reinforcement,  it  would  have 
been  a  wise  step,  For  Colo.  Innes  writes  me  the  day  after  the  en- 
gagement the  French  destroyed  all  our  Artillery  except  the  Six 
Pounders,  which  they  carried  to  their  Fort,  being  apprehensive  that 
the  main  Body  of  our  Army  would  have  made  a  second  attack,  and 
afraid  the  Artillery  would  have  fallen  into  their  Hands.  It  appears 
to  me  that  an  Infatuation  attended  all  the  Motions  of  our  Forces. 

"  However,  Sir,  I  think  we  should  endeavour  to  retrieve  the  great 
loss  we  have  sustained,  and,  therefore,  I  think  building  a  Fort  the 
other  side  of  the  Allegheny  will  be  a  proper  Step  towards  it,  and  as 
I  hope  Your  Assembly  have  strengthened  your  hands  to  give  a  pro- 
per assistance,  an<rif  my  proposal  meets  with  Your  approbation,  I 
entreat  You'll  write  me  the  number  of  men  You  can  supply,  for 
2,000  Men  now  is  better  than  double  the  Number  in  June  cr  July 
next;  and  as  the  Regulars  have  left  us  it  will  be  a  glorious  step  if 
the  Provincial  Troops  should  effect  the  building  a  Fort  at  the  Mea- 
dows or  any  proper  place  the  other  side  of  the  Allegheny  Mount3', 
which  may  be  a  Magazine  for  Provisions,  &CT>,  and  may  be  near  to 
supply  the  Army  next  Year  on  their  attack  on  the  Fort.  Our  people 
at  present  are  full  of  Spirit  and  Resentment,  and  I  have  great  reason 
to  expect  that  they  will  exert  themselves  in  opposing  the  Enemy  & 
in  the  protection  of  every  thing  that  is  dear  to  them. 

"  If  we  put  this  Scheme  in  prosecution  we  shall  want  a  great 
■many  Tools,  such  as  pick  axes,  Shovels,  Saws,  and  all  other  Utensils 
fit  for  constructing  a  Fort  with  Nails,  Hammers,  Tomahawks,' cY,ca'' 
which  I  hope  you'll  be  able  to  supply ;  for  I  formerly  picked  up  all 
of  these  kinds  that  cou'd  be  purchased  here.  If  it  meets  with  your 
approbation,  Dispatch  &  Secrecy  is  absolutely  necessary.  I  therefore 
entreat  you  to  dispatch  this  Express  with  all  imaginable  haste ;  in  the 
mean  time  I  will  order  the  enlisting  of  men  to  compleat  our  Number. 

"  I  much  long  for  accounts  from  General  Shirley  &  Gen1-  Johnson, 
liopeing  they  have  had  better  success  than  the  Forces  on  the  Ohio. 
Pray  write  me  what  News  You  have,  and  I  remain,  with  the  very 
great  Respect,  Honblc  Sir, 

"Your  most  h'ble  Servant, 

"  ROB?  PINWIPPIE. 

"  Pray  forward  the  inclosed  as  soon  as  possible. 

"  Please  to  deliver  the  inclosed  to  Cap'-  Onnc.  I  suppose  lie  is 
with  you  before  this. 

"  Governor  Morris." 
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The  Contents  were  considered,  and  the  Governor  made  a  Draught 
of  an  answer  which  was  agreed  to  : 

Governor  Morris'  Letter  in  answer  to  Governor  Dinwiddle's. 

«  Philada-,  September  3rd,  1755.  ' 
"  Sir : 

"  I  was  very  much  surprized  at  the  first  accounts  I  had  of  Colonel 
Dunbar's  marching  to  this  town  with  intention  to  take  up  his  Win- 
ter Quarters,  and  immediately  represented  to  him  &  to  General 
Shirley  the  consequences  that  wou'd  attend  his  leaving  the  Western 
frontiers  of  these  Provinces  in  a  naked  and  defenceless  State.  Since 
which  General  Shirley  ordered  him  to  proceed  to  the  Westward, 
and  with  the  assistance  he  should  receive  from  these  Provinces  to 
make  a  second  attempt  upon  Fort  Du  Quesne ;  but  he  and  the  Offi- 
cers have  given  reasons  to  General  Shirley  why  the  thing  in  their 
opinion  is  impracticable,  and  continued  their  March  to  this  Town, 
where  they  all  arrived  the  29th  of  August,  and  I  am  in  expectations 
of  Shirley's  orders  to  them  to  proceed  to  Albany,  which  will  be  as 
disagreeable  to  the  Colonel  as  a  Western  march;  however,  as  they 
may  be  useful  there  for  some  months  to  come,  and  can  be  of  none 
here,  I  hope  they  will  be  hurried  thither. 

"I  am  much  with  you  in  opinion  that  it  would  have  been  right  in 
these  Colonies  to  have  made  an  second  Attempt  upon  the  French 
Fort  this  Fall,  &  can't  help  thinking  that  it  might  have  been  at- 
tended with  success,  but  the  Concurrence  of  this  Province  and  Mary- 
land wou'd  have  been  necessary,  &  how  little  I  am  able  to  do  towards 
that  or  any  other  publick  Service  my  last  Letter  will  inform  you, 
wherein  I  have  mentioned  the  disposition  of  my  Assembly,  who 
instead  of  promoting  the  King's  Service  are  doing  all  they  can  to 
render  his  administration  odious,  and  to  set  the  great  Body  of  Ger- 
mans in  this  Province  against  the  Government  under  which  they 
live,  which  may,  and  I  believe  will,  more  than  any  thing  prepare 
them  to  receive  the  French  proposals.  This  State  of  Affairs  makes 
it  absolutely  impossible  for  me  to  afford  You  the  assistance  I  would 
otherwise  do  in  a  work  so  necessary  to  protect  our  Frontiers  and  to 
facilitate  an  attack  of  the  French  as  the  building  some  place  of 
Strength  at  the  most  convenient  pass  near  the  great  Meadows.  If 
you  persist  in  this  scheme  you  may  have  all  Tools  and  other  things 
necessary  sent  from  hence,  and  I  shall  be  glad  of  your  orders  upon 
that  head. 

"  I  have  this  Minute  Letters  from  General  Shirley,  he  was  at. 
Oswego  w*'  the  greatest  part  of  the  Troops  on  the  20th  ult.,  and  the 
last  division  under  Col0-  Mercer  was  expected  in  a  few  days.  He 
has  three  Vessels  upon  the  Lakes  that  are  very  useful,  and  not 
only  reign  Masters  of  it  but  bring  him  constant  Intelligence  from 
every  part.  He  has  also  some  Whale  boats  &  Men  and  Indians 
stationed  at  proper  places  to  observe  the  French  Motions;  the  best 
accounts  he  can  yet  get  from  Niagara  are  that  they  have  thrown  a 
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new  Stucads  round  the  Fort,  but  have  made  no  other  works,  and 
that  there  were  only  150  French  and  50  Indians  j  but  this  last  is 
only  Indian  Intelligence. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"  ROBERT  H.  MORRIS. 

"Governor  Dinwiddie." 


15th  of  September,  1755. 
A  Message  was  delivered  by  two  Members  of  Assembly  that  the 
House  was  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  ready  to  receive  any 
thing  the  Government  might  have  to  lay  before  them. 


17th  of  September,  1755. 
The  following  Message  was  delivered  to  the  Governor  by  two 
Members : 

A  Message  to  the   Governor  from  the  Assembly. 
"  May  it  please  the  Governor  : 

"  As  the  House  cannot  now  long  continue  together,  their  Year 
being  near  expired,  they  are  desirous  that  if  the  Governor  has  any 
Business  of  Importance  to  lay  before  them  he  would  be  pleased  to 
let  them  have  it  soon  under  their  Consideration,  and  particularly  if 
any  application  has  been  made  to  him  by  the  Eastern  Governments 
for  a  farther  Supply  of  Provisions  from  this  Province  for  the  King's 
Foroes  now  gone  towards  Crown  Point. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  House. 

"  ISAAC  NORRIS,  Speaker. 
"  September,  17th,  1755,  P.  M." 


On  18th  of  September,  1755. 

"  PRESENT  : 

The  Honble-  The  Governor. 

John  Penn. 

The  Governor  laid  before  the  Board  two  Letters  from  Governor 
Phipps  of  the  1st  and  8  Instant,  which  were  read  together  with  the 
papers  enclosed  therein : 

A  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  Governor  Phipps. 

Boston,  1st  September,  1755. 
"  Sir : 

"  Major  General  Johnson  has  by  repeated  Expresses  been  apply- 
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ing  to  the  several  Governments  engaged  in  the  Crown  Point  Expe- 
dition, to  Reinforce  the  Troops  under  his  Command. 

"  This  Government  have  already  agreed  to  raise  Eight  hundred 
men  over  and  above  what  was  originally  agreed  upon  ;  and  the  ap- 
parent necessity  of  a  further  Augmentation  has  induced  me  to 
summon  the  Assembly  of  this  Province,  which  stood  prorogued  to 
the  24th  Instant,  to  meet  on  the  fifth. 

"  I  this  day  received  an  Express  from  Gov1--  Fitch  of  Connecti- 
cut^ inform2  me  that  his  Assembly  had  agreed  to  raise  1,500  Men 
in  addition  to  the  1500  which  they  had  before  provided. 

"  Governor  Hopkins  of  Rhode  Island  tells  me  that  his  Assem- 
bly have  agreed  to  raise  150  additional,  and  by  the  New  York 
papers  I  find  that  Governor  De  Lancey  have  called  his  Assembly 
upon  this  pressing  Occasion.  So  that  upon  the  whole  we  may 
expect  this  Army  will  consist  of  double  the  number  which  was  at 
first  proposed,  and  that  it  will  likewise  be  much  longer  in  Service 
than  was  expected.  I  am,  therefore,  by  advice  of  his  Majesty's 
Council  to  pray  your  Honor  to  move  to  Your  Assembly  to  furnish 
an  additional  Quantity  of  Provisions  for  the  Army  in  proportion  to 
this  extraordinary  Demand. 

"  I  now  transmit  Your  Honour  a  Copy  of  the  last  Letter  I  re- 
ceived from  Major  General  Johnson,  together  with  the  Opinion  of 
a  Council  of  Warr,  consisting  of  the  principal  Officers  in  his  Army, 
upon  the  present  face  of  Affairs. 

"I  am,  Sir,  Your  Honour's  most  Obedient  and  most  humble 
Servant, 

"P.  PHIPS. 

"Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'-" 


A  Letter  to   Governor  Morris  from  Governor  PMpjps. 

"  Boston,  8th  September,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"  Having  wrote  on  the  1st  Instant  and  advised  you  of  my  Ap- 
prehensions that  a  considerable  addition  would  be  made  to  the 
Army  march'd  towards  Crown  Point,  I  am  now  further  to  acquaint 
You  that  the  General  Court  of  this  Province  have  passed  an  Act 
which  will  enable  me  to  raise  2,000  Men  over  and  above  the  800 
additional  Troops  before  determined  on,  And  such  effectual  Provi- 
sion is  made  for  an  Impress  in  case  there  shall  not  be  a  sufficient 
seasonable  Inlistment,  that  I  have  no  great  doubt  of  compleating 
the  whole  Number  in  all  the  next  Week. 

"  I  hope  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  will  afford  a  proportion- 
able Assistance  in  the  prosecution  of  this  grand  affair ;  I  shall  send 
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herewith  the  Vote  of  the  two  Houses  desiring  me  to  make  this  re- 
quest to  lour  Honour,  and  am  with  Esteem, 

"Your  Honour's  most  obedient  Servant, 

"P.  PHIPS. 
"  The  Honble.  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esqn" 


A  Letter  to  Governor  Pliips  from  Gerf'  Johnson. 

"  Camp  at  the  Great  Carrying  Place,  } 
24th  August,  1755.  $ 

"  Sir :  • 

"  Herewith  I  enclose  your  Honour  the  Minutes  of  a  Council  of 
War  which  I  called,  and  at  which  were  present  all  the  Field  Officers 
in  Camp.     I  refer  You  thereto  for  particulars. 

"  That  we  have  many  natural  Obstacles  to  expect,  that  the  French 
may  of  themselves  out  number  us,  That  they  will  take  post  and 
fortify  themselves  in  some  advantageous  place  on  this  side  of  Crown 
Point,  probably  at  Tionderogo,  That  they  will  greatly  out  number 
us  in  Indians,  and  that  by  the  Cagnawagas  engaging  in  their  Fa- 
vour our  Indians  will  in  general  be  less  willing  to  take  part  with 
us  as  they  are  very  many  of  them  related  to  the  Cagnawagas  & 
have  Mothers,  Sisters,  Brothers,  &ca->  among  them,  and  that  some 
of  our  Indians  will  upon  that  account  actually  decline  engaging.  I 
say  that  I  incline  to  these  Opinions,  and  therefore  do  agree  with  the 
Council  of  War  in  thinking,  that  all  present  Circumstances  col- 
lected, very  strong  and  speedy  Reinforcements  are  necessary  to  ob- 
tain the  acquisition  of  Crown  Point. 

"The  Road  is  now  making  from  this  place  to  Lake  St.  Sacra- 
ment, where  I  propose  to  build  Magazines  and  to  raise  a  defensible 
Fortification  either  as  a  safe  Retreat  in  case  we  should  find  the 
Enemy  too  Strong  for  our  Force  and  be  obliged  to  Quit  our  Ground, 
or  upon  well-grounded  Intelligence  find  it  the  most  prudent  Measure 
to  halt  there  till  we  receive  Reinforcements. 

"As  I  think  the  Troops  under  my  Command,  both  Officers  and 
Men,  seem  to  be  animated  with  becoming  Resolution  and  Courage, 
I  hope  they  will  approve  themselves  in  all  respects  worthy  of  the 
Confidence  which  this  Country  hath  reposed  in  them,  and  I  shall 
endeavour  to  the  utmost  of  my  Abilities  to  fulfil  the  Duties  of  that 
station  in  which  I  am  placed.  If  we  should  not  be  so  happy  as  to 
gratify  the  Expectations  of  all,  I  hope  we  shall  not  deserve  the  Re- 
proach of  any.  Under  the  Conduct  of  the  greatest  Humane  Abilities, 
success  is  ever  precarious,  and  determined  by  that  power  which  no 
mortal  hand  can  resist,  We  arc  engaged  in  a  Righteous  and  Glo- 
rious Cause,  and  as  far  as  Courage  ought  to  carry  Men  I  hope  it 
will  carry  us. 
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"I  hope  the  Governments  in  general,  and  yours  in  particular, 
will  consider  the  naked  state  of  these  people,  who  in  the  approaching 
season  will  stand  in  need  of  some  warm  Cloaths  and  Bedding; 
surely  they  deserve  this  Consideration  and  Relief,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  an  affront  to  the  Humanity  and  Generosity  of  your 
Colony  if  they  needed  any  arguments  to  stimulate  them  on  this 
Occasion. 

"  I  propose  to  march  to-morrow  or  next  Day  with  the  first  division 
of  about  Fifteen  hundred  Men  and  some  Indians  and  a  few  Field 
pieces  for  Lake  St.  Sacrament,  and  to  order  the  Remainder  of  the 
Troops  to  follow  as  soon  as  possible  with  the  heavy  artillery  and 
Baggage.  « 

"I  am,  Sir,  Your  Honour's  most  Obed'-  &  hum.  Servant, 

"WILLIAM  JOHNSON. 
"The  Honble.  Governor  Phips. 
"  A  True  Copy  Examined  Pr- 

"THOs   CLARKE,  Dp*  Secry. 


"  Camp  at  the  Great  Carrying  Place,  ) 
22nd  August,  1755.  j 

"  P.  M. 

"  At  a  Council  of  War  held  by  the  Honourable  Major  General 
Johnson,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Provincial  Troops  raised  on 
the  present  Expedition  against  Crown  Point, 

present : 
"  General  Johnson,  "  Lieut'*  Col0'  Cole, 

"  Col0'  Moses  Titcomb,  "  Major  Ashley, 

"  Col0-  Wm-  Cookcraft,  "  Major  Foot, 

"  Lieut1.  Col.  Whiting,  "  Col0-  Timothy  Buggies, 

"  Major  Nicholls,  "  Col0-  Elizr-  Goodrich, 

"  Major  Dennison,  "Lieut**  Col0-  Pomroy, 

"  Major  General  Lyman,  "  Major  White, 

"  Col.  Ephraim  Williams,  "  Major  Hoar, 

"  Lieut'-  Col0-  Bagley,  "  Major  Fitch, 

u  Captain  Eyre,  Chief  Engineer  and  Quarter  Master  General. 

"  Captain  Peter  Wraxall,  Secretary. 

"Article  1.  The  General  directed  the  Secretary  to  read  to  this 
Council  of  War  a  Letter  he  received  last  night  from  Col0'  Blan- 
chard,  of  the  New  Hampshire  Regiment,  with  the  Letters  and 
Papers  therein  referred  to,  and  also  part  of  a  Letter  which  the  Gen- 
eral received  at  the  same  time  from  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
New  York  relating  to  the  matters  contained  in  Col.  Blanchard's 
Dispatches,  and  desired  the  opinion  of  this  Council  of  War  what 
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they  judged  necessary  to  be  done  in  consequence  of  the  Intelligence 
and  matters  contained  in  the  aforesaid  papers. 

"  Article  2.  The  General  then  proposed  for  the  advice  of  this 
Council  of  "War  which  way  towards  Crown  Point  from  this  place 
they  would  advise  a  Road  should  be  cut  for  the  march  and  Embarka- 
tion of  the  Army,  and  whether  that  Road  should  be  immediately 
set  about.  And  that  he  had  directed  Captain  Payson,  Lieut.  But- 
ler, aud  some  Indians  to  attend  in  order  to  assist  with  their  Infor- 
mations the  Deliberations  of  this  Council  of  War  on  this  important 
Question. 

"Article  3d.  The  General  laid  before  this  Council  of  War  the 
last  Returns  made  him  of  the  state  of  this  Army,  and  desired  they 
would  take  the  same  into  their  serious  Consideration,  together  with 
the  Informations  of  some  of  the  Indians  present  who  arrived  here 
last  Night  from  Canada  and  Crown  Point,  as  also  the  Sentiments 
of  all  of  them  now  present  relative  to  forming  a  Judgement  for 
future  proceedings  and  Measures  necessary  to  be  taken  hereon. 

"  Upon  the  first  Article — 

"  It  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this  Council  of  War  that  the 
New  Hampshire  Regiment  should  be  retained  in  this  Service,  and 
that  they  be  furnished  with  Provisions  by  the  Commissaries  of  the 
several  Governments  concerned  in  this  Expedition. 

"  In  answer  to  the  second  Article  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
this  Council  of  War  that  the  Road  to  Lake  St.  Sacrament  appears 
to  them  the  most  eligible,  and  that  it  be  immediately  set  about. 
Upon  which  the  General  put  the  Question,  what  number  of  Troops 
the  Council  thought  safe  and  sufficient  to  carry  on  that  work  & 
build  a  place  of  Arms  &  Magazines  ? 

"  Voted  in  the  Affirmative, — Two  thousand  Men  And  half  the 
Artillery  and  a  suitable  Quantity  of  Artillery  Stores.  The  Council 
of  War  at  their  own  Motion  was  adjourned  to  9  o'clock  to-morrow 
Morning." 


"  Saturday,  between  9  &  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

"  The  Council  of  War  met  according  to  the  adjournment  of  Yes- 
terday Evening,  and  having  taken  into  their  serious  Consideration 
the  present  State  of  this  Army  as  laid  before  them  by  the  General 
in  the  last  returns  made  to  him  the  17,  18,  and  19  Instant,  by 
which  they  find  the  whole  Amount  of  the  Men  fit  for  Duty,  includ- 
ing Sergeants,  Corporals,  and  Drums,  were  at  that  time  2,932, 
Since  which  the  number  of  the  Sick  are  increased  considerably,  and 
1G  Deserters  from  one  Regiment,  So  that  when  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Regiment  shall  join  the  Army  they  apprehend  the  whole 
number  of  Men  fit  for  duty  may  be  estimated  between  31  and  3,200. 
The  Council  also  find  by  the  answer  of  the  Coglmawagee  Indians 
Vol.  vi.— 39. 
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to  General  Johnson's  Embassy,  sent  by  the  four  Mohawk  Indians 
who  arrived  here  from  Canada  and  Crown  Point  the  21st  Instant, 
and  the  said  Cognav/agaes'  Speech  to  those  Mohawks,  which  the 
General  laid  before  this  Council  of  War,  that  the  Conawagaes 
will  join  with  their  whole  Force  the  French  against  us;  that  from 
the  account  General  Johnson  gives  of  his  Conversation  with  the  said 
4  Indians  it  appears  that  the  French  are  all  in  Motion  in  Canada 
towards  Crown  Point;  that  the  road  from  Montreal  to  St.  John's  is 
constantly  crowded  with  Carriages  passing  to  and  fro  with  provisions 
and  Stores  to  be  dispatched  by  the  Brigantine  and  one  small  Vessel 
up  Lake  Champlain  to  Crown  Point,  which  vessels  are  constantly 
employed  therein ;  That  the  Enemy  are  flinging  up  new  Works  at 
Crown  Point  and  every  body  there  busily  employed. 

"The  said  Indians  further  informed,  that  there  appeared  to  them 
a  great  plenty  of  Provisions ;  That  three  Men-of-Warr  from  Europe 
had  arrived  at  Quebeck  with  Provisions,  Arms,  Cloathing,  and  6,000 
Troops,  which  the  French  said  were  designed  for  Crown  Point; 
that  the  Governor  of  Canada  was  calling  in  all  the  Indians  settled 
round  that  Country,  who  these  Indians  do  not  doubt  will  readily 
and  warmly  join  the  French,  and  will  with  the  Conawagaes  amount 
to  a  very  considerable  number;  That  the  French  Governor  at 
Montreal  told  them  he  waited  impatiently  for  General  Johnson  and 
his  troops,  and  shou'd  be  very  glad  to  see  him,  that  he  should  have 
ready  to  oppose  him  8,000  Men  besides  Indians ;  That  the  French 
have  had  pretty  exact  Intelligence  of  all  our  Motions  from  the 
Marching  of  the  First  Divisions  from  Albany ;  That  if  we  marched 
by  the  way  of  the  Wood  Creek  they  designed  to  attack  us  at  South 
Bay ;  if  by  the  way  of  Lake  Sf-  Sacrament  at  Ticonderogo ;  that 
when  these  Indians  passed  by  Crown  point  there  were  not  above 
100  Men  there,  and  200  more  on  their  way  from  St.  Johns,  but 
that  by  this  time  they  doubt  not  they  are  greatly  encreased,  &  daily 
arriving,  as  also  the  Indians ;  That  our  Indians  are  of  Opinion  that 
the  French  will  fortify  at  Ticonderogo,  and  be  much  too  strong  for 
us  even  there ;  that  some  of  the  most  steady  and  best  affected  In- 
dians who  came  here  with  the  Gen1-  as  also  these  now  arrived  from 
Canada,  have  several  times  with  apparent  uneasiness  assured  the 
General  and  the  Indian  Officers  that  we  were  far  short  of  a  sufficient 
number  to  expect  any  success  against  the  French,  and  have  further 
added,  that  they  were  of  opinion  that  we  should  be  defeated,  yet 
they  were  our  Brethren  and  would  live  and  die  with  us. 

"  These  Informations  from  the  Indians  were  confirmed  and 
sworn  to  before  the  Council  by  Lieutenants  Adams,  Butler,  and 
Stevens. 

"  This  Council  of  War  having  taken  all  these  matters  into  their 
most  serious  Considerations,  and  examined  since  last  night  to  the 
utmost  of  their  Abilities  the  great  subject  now  before  them,  in 
which  Examination  they  have  made  allowances  for  the  natural 
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Cols. 


Boastings  and  Vapour  of  the  French  to  our  Indians,  are  unanimously 
of  Opinion  that  the  Minutes  of  this  Council  of  War  be  with  all 
possible  Dispatch  transmitted  by  the  General  to  the  several  Gov- 
ernments who  have  raised  Troops  on  the  present  Expedition,  and 
that  General  Johnson  do  urge  to  the  said  Governments  the  necessity 
of  speedy  and  sufficient  Reinforcements,  as  there  is  great  reason  to 
believe  we  shall  be  opposed  by  the  main  strength  of  Canada,  And 
that  in  the  mean  while  the  Army  do  proceed  with  all  possible  Dis- 
patch and  Vigour  upon  the  present  Expedition;  that  General  John- 
son  do  also  inform  the  said  Governments  of  the  necessity  there  will 
be  of  Cloathing  and  Blankets  to  be  sent  for  the  Troops  who  are  too 
thin  Cloathed  for  the  approaching  Season,  except  it  be  the  New 
York  Regiment,  who  only  will  want  additional  Bedding. 

«  PETER  LYMAN, 
"MOSES  TITCOMB, 
"  TIM0-  RUGGLES, 
"ELIZUR  GOODRICH, 
"EPHR.  WILLIAMS, 
"WMCOOKCRAFT, 
"JONATH.  BAGLY, 
"  SETH  POMROY, 
"JOHN  PITKIN,       ■) 
"NATHN-  WHITING,  f-  Lieut.  Cols. 
"EDWARD  COLE,     ) 
"JONA- WHITE, 
"EBENR  NICHOLLS, 
"  ROBT  DENNISON, 
"NOAH  ASHLEY,         }■  Majors. 
"ELEAZER  FITCH, 
"  JONA-  HO  ARE, 
"WILLIAM  EYRE, 

"  N.  B. — Major  Foot  desired  leave  to  withdraw  from  the  Council 
Yesterday,  being  taken  ill. 

"  A  true  Copy  from  the  original  Minutes — exd-  by  me, 

"PETER  WRAXALL,  Secretary. 
"  Copy  attest : 

"P.  THOs-  CLARKE,  Dp*-  Secr'y." 

Copy  of  the  Vote  of  ye  Assembly  of  Massachusetts  Bay : 

Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  | 
Sept.,  8th  1755.        '  ', 
Whereas,  this  Government  have  ordered  2,800  Men  immediately 
to  be  raised  in  addition  to  the  1,500  raised  sometime  ago  lor  tbo 
Reduction  of  the  French  Fort  at  Crown  point,  and  whereas  the 
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Colonys  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  are  also  raising  consider- 
able number  for  the  same  Service,  which  makes  it  necessary  that  a 
large  Quantity  of  Provisions  shou'd  be  sent  to  Albany  for  their  use 
as  soon  as  may  be. 

Therefore,  voted  that  his  Honour  the  I/-  Governor  be  desired  to 
write  immediately  to  the  Government  of  Pennsylvania,  &  request 
them  in  the  name  of  this  Government  to  furnish  an  immediate 
supply  of  provisions  for' the  service  aforesaid. 

Also  voted,  that  his  Honour  be  desired  to  inform  the  several 
neighbouring  Governm'5,  of  what  this  Government  has  further  done 
for  the  Reinforcing  of  our  Troops  already  at  Crown  Point  and  to 
request  them  to  come  into  the  like  Measures  immediately,  and  that 
his  Honour  would  inform  General  Johnson  of  what  this  Govern- 
ment has  done  as  aforesaid. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence. 

J.  HUBBARD  Spkr- 
In  Council  Septembr-  8th,  1755. 

Read  and  Concurred, 

THOs-  CLARKE,  Dp*  Secry. 
Copy  Attest : 

THO  CLARKE,  Dp*  Secry. 

And  thereupon  a  Verbal  Message  was  sent  to  the  House  by  the 
Secretary. 

A  Message  from  Governor  by  the  Secretary. 
"Sir: 

u  I  am  commanded  by  the  Governor  to  inform  the  House  that 
the  Government  of  Massachusetts  Bay  have  ordered  Two  thousand 
eight  hund*  Men  to  be  immediately  raised  in  that  Province  in 
addition  to  the  Fifteen  hundred  Men  raised  before,  for  the  Reduc- 
tion of  Crown  point;  on  the  eighth  Instant  the  Council  and  As- 
sembly there  desired  Lieutenant  Governor  Phips  to  request  of  this 
Government  an  immediate  Supply  of  provisions  for  those  Troops 
which  they  desire  may  be  sent  to  Albany  j  and  he  Yesterday  re- 
ceived a  Letter  from  Governor  Phips,  making  the  request  accord- 
ingly." 

"  The  Governor  has  also  been  informed  that  the  Government  of 
Connecticut  have  raised  1,500  Men  and  Rhode  Island  150  Men 
in  addition  to  the  Forces  sent  by  those  Governments  against 
down  point,  who  will  also  stand  in  need  of  a  Supply  of  Pro- 
visions He  therefore  recommends  these  matters  to  your  Con- 
sideration." 

A  Letter  of  Conrad  Weiser  was  likewise  read,  inclosing  a 
Message  from  Scarroyady,  which  the  Governor  also  sent  to  the 
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House  by  the  Secretary,  and  two  other  Letters  relating  to  ac- 
counts : 

A  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  Conrad  Weiser. 
u  Honoured  Sir : 

"I  received  your  Commands  on  the  7th  of  this  instant  last  past, 
and  accordingly  I  set  out  next  day  for  John  Harris'  Ferry.  Coming 
there  I  found  that  Scarroyady  and  a  good  many  more  were  gone  up 
the  River  in  order  to  settle  about  Shamokin,  at  least  to  hunt  there- 
abouts this  next  Season. 

"  Tohashwughtonionty  (commonly  called  the  Belt)  was  there  still 
with  Seneca  G-eorge  and  five  or  six  more  elderly  men,  and  others  to 
the  number  of  fifty  or  sixty,  including  Women  &  children.  The 
Belt  came  immediately  with  three  more  to  shake  hands  with  me, 
and  after  I  had  called  for  some  drink  I  told  them  that  I  came  up  in 
consequence  of  their  late  Express,  which  was  delivered  to  me  in 
writing  and  verbal,  and  that  I  had  sent  it  to  the  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania immediately  after  I  had  received  it  by  Express,  and  was 
ordered  by  the  Governor  to  come  up  and  desire  them  to  repeat  their 
request  over  again  to  me  for  fear  of  any  mistake  in  the  Interpreta- 
tion. To  which  they  agreed,  and  the  Belt  made  answer  and  said, 
i  Brother :  We  have  been  told  several  times  by  several  of  our  good 
Friends  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  that  in  case  if  a  War  should 
break  out  between  our  Brethren  the  English  and  the  French,  we 
must  come  and  live  nigh  our  Brethren,  and  that  they  would  support 
our  Wives  &  Children  while  we  are  at  War.  So  we  did  send  for 
you  to  hear  how  that  is,  because  .we  have  never  been  told  so  in  form 
as  from  the  Government;  and  as  some  of  our  people  have  been 
tired  here  We  agreed  to  settle  at  Shamokin,  and  let  our  Brethren 
the  Governor  and  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  know  that  we  did  so, 
and  to  desire  them  to  assist  us  with  some  provisions.'  Then  the 
belt  went  and  fetched  a  String  of  Wampum,  &  told  me  that  by  that 
string  of  Wampum  he  was  to  inform  their  Brethren  of  what  he 
had  Just  said,  and  according  to  what  was  agreed  upon  in  their 
council  to  ask  some  Assistance,  and  to  desire  me  to  go  to  Philadelphia 
myself  and  sollicit  their  Cause." 

Here  he  gave  the  string  of  Wampum. 

"  I  made  answer  that  I  had  heard  of  such  a  thing  being  moved 
in  the  House  of  the  Counsellors  of  Pennsylvania,  but  that  I  never 
heard  of  the  Conclusion,  nor  had  I  ever  received  any  order  to  ac- 
quaint our  Brethren  the  Indians  so,  and  that  I  wondered  that  they 
did  not  mention  any  thing  in  Philadelphia  where  they  had  been  so 
many  days,  but  let  that  be  as  it  will  (said  I)  the  Counsellors  of 
Pennsylvania  will  meet  in  a  few  days,  and  Your  Brother  the  Gover- 
nor of  Pennsylvania  will  certainly  lay  it  before  them,  and  I  hop€ 
they  will  consider  You  as  they  have  always  done  as  their  Brethren ; 
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and  as  I  have  now  brought  you  a  Waggon  load  of  Flower  You  will 
hardly  want  before  I  return  from  Philadelphia. 

"  Being  informed  that  twelve  of  the  Young  Men  a  few  days  be- 
fore I  came  up  being  gone  to  War  to  Ohio  in  order  to  scalp  some 
French  Men  or  bring  some  prisoners  alive,  I  asked  them  who  gave 
the  first  motion  to  that  undertaking;  the  belt  made  short  answer, 
and  said  Scarroyady's  Wife  moved  her  Brethren  Moses  and  Esras 
to  it,  and  they  the  rest ;  she  would  have  the  Death  of  G-eneral 
Braddock  revenged  on  the  French.  I  enquired  as  strictly  as  I 
could  whether  or  no  any  White  People  had  any  hand  in  it,  but 
could  not  find  they  had.  The  Belt  perceived  that  I  was  not  pleased 
with  the  undertaking ;  He  told  me,  Brother,  I  must  let  you  know 
what  passed  among  the  Six  United  Nations,  They  have  sent  a 
large  Belt  of  Wampum  to  the  Indians  at  Adeeky  on  Ohio,  to  let 
them  know  that  they  must  now  Sharpen  their  Arrows  and  prepare 
with  all  speed  to  engage  in  the  War  with  the  Six  United  Nations 
against  the  French ;  that  they  the  Six  Nations  were  resolved  to 
drive  the  French  away  from  their  Lands  on  the  Ohio,  which  that 
Great  General  that  came  from  over  sea,  with  the  assistance  of  As- 
saragora,  cou'd  not  do  because  of  their  Pride  and  Obstinacy,  and 
that  for  that  Reason  the  Most  High  punished  them ;  that  they  the 
Indians  ought  to  consider  that  in  former  days  they  fought  the 
French  with  sticks  and  such  stuff  as  growed  in  the  Woods,  and 
often  beat  them,  that  now  they  had  Iron  arms  and  their  Brethren 
the  English  would  assist  them  with  every  thing  necessary,  and  that 
if  they  could  drive  away  the  French  from  Ohio  again  the  Lands 
would  be  entirely  theirs  again,  and  neither  of  the  two  Nations 
(English  or  French)  could  have  any  pretence  to  it ;  This  the  Belt 
confirmed  as  a  truth,  and  said  that  this  news  moved  the  twelve 
Warriors  above  said  to  be  up  early  and  make  a  beginning. 

"  Tohashwughtonionty  (the  Belt)  is  a  man  of  very  good  under- 
standing, has  a  good  countenance,  speaks  well,  and  is  reckoned 
amongst  the  greatest  Warriors  among  the  Six  Nations.  I  esteem 
him  much. 

"  The  Belt  told  me  as  a  piece  of  news  lately  come  from  the 
French  Fort  Duquesne,  that  the  Chesagechroanu  fell  out  with  the 
French  after  the  late  Battle,  supposed  to  be  oocasioned  by  dividing 
of  the  Spoil,  and  that  they  the  Chesagechroanus  throwed  the  French 
Hatchet  before  the  French  Commander's  Feet,  and  told  him  in  anger 
that  they  had  suffered  themselves  to  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  up 
the  French  Hatchet  against  their  Brethren  the  English,  but  that 
from  henceforth  they  would  never  make  no  use  of  it  any  more  and 
that  they  were  sorry  for  it  and  would  resent  it  at  proper  time,  & 
that  the  French  Commander  should  not  reconcile  them ;  that  they 
went  away  in  anger  and  killed  and  Scalped  Two  French  men  on  an 
Island  within  sight  of  the  Fort  ; 

"That  all  the  Indians  were  now  gone  from  Fort  Duquesne;  that 
the  commander  of  that  Fort  was  killed  in  the  late  action; 
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"That  tine  French  at  the  said  Fort  were  five  hundred  men  strong 
and  that  the  Chesagechroanus  had  carried  off  the  prisoners  they 
took  in  the  late  action,  consisting  in  thirty  persons,  Men  and 
women ; 

"That  the  said  Nation  had  Five  hundred  men  engaged  in  the 
late  Action  and  that  the  French  were  much  afraid  of  them.  I  do 
not  rightly  know  where  they  live,  it  is  somewhere  about  the  Lakes. 
I  have  nothing  more  to  add,  but  am, 

"  Hon'd  Sir,  Your  very  obedient, 

"  CONRAD  WEISER. 
"  Heidleburg,  in  the  County  of  Berks,  Sepf  12th,  1755. 

"To  the  Honble.  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq1"-'  Governor  of 
Pennsylva- 

"P.  S.  Though  I  must  wait  on  your  Honour  in  person  in  a  few 
days,  I  wrote  this  Letter  to  send  by  the  first  opportunity. 

"The  inclosed,  signed  Scarroyady,  came  to  my  hand  before  I 
could  send  this.  It  came  by  an  Express  from  Shamokin,  arrived 
the  14th  with  a  String  of  Wampum  which  I  will  deliver. 

"Philada-  Sepf-  17th,  a  2  o'Clock." 


A  Message  from  Scarroyady  to  Governor  Morris, 

"Shamokin,  Septemr-  11,  1755. 
"May  it  please  your  Honour,  according  to  your  request  at  our 
last  Council,  I  am  remembering  you  to  the  Six  Nations  and  all 
other  Nations,  and  as  You  requested  of  me  to  acquaint  you  of  what- 
ever affairs  happened  amongst  Your  Brethren  the  Six  Nations,  these 
are  to  inform  you  that  I  have  already  heard  good  news,  viz.:  This 
day  a  Belt  of  Wampum  (black)  came  to  Shamokin  from  Oneida 
from  the  Six  Nations,  setting  forth  that  the  French  with  all  the 
Indians  they  can  get  are  coming  down  upon  them  and  are 
near  at  hand,  and,  therefore,  the  Six  Nations  have  sent  the  said 
Belt  (about  a  fathom  long)  to  their  Cousins  the  Delawares  k 
all  other  Nations  their  allies,  to  come  with  speed  to  their  assistance, 
for  they  expect  nothing  but  death,  and  likewise  the  Six  Nations 
have  ordered  their  Cousins  the  Delawares  to  lay  aside  their  petticoats 
and  clap  on  nothing  but  a  Breech  Clout;  this  is  only  to  let  you 
know  the  news  that  I  have  already  heard  and  met  with,  but  notwith- 
standing I  shall  go  up  with  all  speed  to  your  Brethren  the  Six  Na- 
tions and  all  other  our  allies,  according  to  my  promise  to  You,  and 
to  confirm  my  words  I  send  you  this  string  of  Wampum.  These 
are  to  let  you  know  that  there  is  20  in  number  of  our  men  got  this 
length,  and  there  arc  more  daily  coming  to  us,  and  we  shall  go  and 
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view  the  French  Forts  and  serve  them  as  they  served  us.     Your 
Friend  Henry  Montour  is  along  with  our  men. 

"  SKIROONIATTA, 

"The  Subscriber  is  gathering  a  Company  with  all  the  Expedition 
he  can  make  to  go  against  the  French,  and  the  people  whose  names 
ar£  under  his  name  are  going  with  him. 

"TOHNECTORAS  T.,  alias  JOHN 

SIC  AL AMY,  the  Captain. 
"  CAUNNO Y  SAM, 
"  TUCKAUNAUTENEO, 
"JOHN  PETTY  SICALAMY, 
"JN°-  DAVISON,  in  Comp'y  with 

them, 
"JAMES  LOGAN  SICALAMY, 
"ONNOHARIOH. 

"These  are  the  heads  of  this  Company/' 


18th  September,  1755. 
The  following  Message  was  delivered  to  the  Governor  by  two 

Members : 

"  May  it  please  the  Governor : 

"  By  the  Governor's  verbal  Message  of  this  morning  we  find  he 
has  received  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant  Governor  Phips,  requesting 
of  this  Government  an  immediate  Supply  of  Provisions  for  the 
Troops  raised  in  the  Government  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  for  the 
Reduction  of  Crown  Point,  &  likewise  that  he  has  been  informed 
that  the  Governments  of  Connecticutt  and  Rhode  Island  have  also 
raised  an  additional  number  of  Forces  for  the  same  purpose.  As 
we  propose  to  take  these  matters  under  our  immediate  Consideration, 
we  request  the  Governor  would  be  pleased  to  lay  the  said  Letter 
from  Governor  Phips  and  what  other  information  he  may  have  re- 
ceived relating  to  this  Province's  furnishing  them  with  provisions 
before  us,  as  has  been  usual  on  like  occasions. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  House. 

"ISAAC  NORRIS,  Speaker. 
"September  18,  1755/ " 

The  Governor,  after  it  was  read  by  the  Members,  made  answer 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  had  ordered  him  not  to  send  any  other 
Letters  or  papers  to  the  House  than  such  as  he  thought  proper,  and 
that  the  Speaker  or  any  Members  might  see  such  parts  of  the  Let- 
ters and  Papers  mentioned  in  his  Message  as  he  should  be  of  opinion 
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would  consist  with  his  Majesty's  Service;  And  the  next  day  sent 
the  following  Message  to  the  House : 

A  Message  from  (he  Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
11  Gentlemen : 

"  In  answer  to  your  Message  of  Yesterday  morning,  I  informed 
You  by  your  Messengers  that  I  had  directions  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  not  to  lay  Letters  before  You — Messages  from  me  being,  in 
his  Judgment,  a  sufficient  Foundation  for  You  to  proceed  upon,  and 
I  informed  you  by  the  same  Messengers  that  if  your  Speaker  or  a 
few  of  your  Members  would  attend  me  I  would  communicate  to  them 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  House  such  parts  of  the  information  I  had 
received  from  the  Eastward  as  his  Majesty's  Service  required,  and 
in  the  Evening  you  requested  me  to  lay  before  you  the  Secretary  of 
State's  order  to  me  upon  head.  This  I  think  it  improper  for  me  to 
do,  as  such  orders  are  intended  for  my  own  Government,  and  for 
which  I  am  accountable  to  those  from  whom  I  received  them. 

"ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 

"  Philadelphia,  Septem^-  19th,  1755." 

One  of  the  Commissioners  for  making  the  Road  to  the  Ohio  laid 
before  the  Governor  sundry  accounts  which  he  sent  to  the  Assembly, 
and  ordered  him  to  attend  them  that  they  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  being  informed  of  every  thing  relative  thereto. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia  the  24th  Septemr>>  1755. 

PRESENT  I  * 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esqr.,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  &ca- 

John  Penn,         Richard  Peters,  Esqrs. 

A  Message  drawn  by  the  Governor  to  the  House  was  read  and 
sent  by  the  Secretary : 

A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
11  Gentlemen : 

"In  the  course  of  my  short  administration  among  You  I  have 
often  regretted  that  at  a  time  when  it  becomes  every  one  of  us  to  be 
consulting  &  acting  for  the  publick  good,  you  should  still  delight  to 
introduce  new  and  unnecessary  Disputes,  and  turn  the  attention  of 
the  people  from  things  of  the  least  Importance  to  their  future 
safety. 

"  Your  very  tedious  Message  of  the  nineteenth  of  August  is  a 
sufficient  proof  of  your  temper  of  mind :  it  is  indeed  of  such  an 
inflammatory  Nature  that  did  not  the  Duties  of  my  Station  and 
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Justice  to  the  people  require  me  to  take  some  notice  of  it,  I  should 
think  it  beneath  me  as  a  Gentleman  to  make  any  reply  to  a  Paper 
of  that  kind,  filled  with  the  grossest  Calumny  and  abuse  as  well  as 
the  most  glaring  Misrepresentations  of  Facts,  and  what  I  shall  now 
say  in  answer  to  it  would  have  been  said  in  your  last  sitting  had 
you  not  adjourned  yourselves  so  soon  after  the  Delivery  of  it  that  I 
had  not  time. 

u  You  set  out  with  claiming  it  as  a  priviledge  to  have  your  Bills 
granting  Supplies  past  as  they  are  tendered,  without  amendments, 
&  say  '  it  is  far  from  being  an  ordinary  Method  to  receive  or  debate 
upon  amendments  offered  by  the  Governor.' 

"  This  Claim  is  not  warranted  by  the  words  of  the  Charter  nor 
by  the  usage  of  former  assemblies,  and  Ydu  yourselves  must  know 
that  from  the  first  Settlement  of  the  Province  to  the  latter  end  of 
the  administrations  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  my  immediate  Predecessor, 
the  Governors  have  occasionally  amended  Bills  for  raising  Money, 
and  their  right  of  doing  so  was  never  till  then  contested. 

u  Notwithstanding  all  you  have  said  as  to  my  offer  of  Lands  to 
the  Westward,  I  am  persuaded  unprejudiced  Men  will  see  it  in  its 
true  light  &  be  convinced  it  was  made  with  a  good  intention  and 
under  a  proper  authority.  I  mentioned  my  Commission  of  Property 
in  Contradistinction  to  the  Commission  of  Government  as  that 
under  which  I  granted  Lands  upon  the  common  and  ordinary  Occa- 
sions, which  you  seem  to  think  was  done  under  the  other.  But 
as  to  the  offer  in  question  I  had  such  directions  from  the  Proprie- 
taries as  were  sufficient  to  justify  me  in  making  it,  and  would  have 
been  obligatory  on  them  to  confirm  the  same  to  the  Adventurers, 
and  this  I  did  then  and  still  do  think  a  good  authority. 

"  As  you  do  not  profess  to  understand  Law,  I  am  not  surprized 
at  your  quoting  an  abridgment  in  stead  of  the  case  abridged. 
Viner,  who  is  no  authority,  may  have  the  words  you  mention  for 
aught  I  know,  and  may  be  of  opinion  that  the  King  can  purchase 
and  hold  Lands  in  his  private  Capacity,  but  in  that  he  has  the  mis- 
fortune to  differ  from  my  Lord  Coke  and  other  writers  of  note  and 
authority  in  the  Law. 

"  Your  answer  to  what  you  call  my  round  charge,  and  to  what 
you  afterwards  call  my  haughty  Questions,  are  by  no  means  conclu- 
sive. I  grant  that  no  publick  Money  can  be  raised,  nor  any  Clause 
enacted  for  the  Disposition  of  it,  without  your  consent,  but  is  not 
mine  equally  necessary  ?  Whence  is  it,  then,  that  I  should  be  thought 
more  obliged  to  you  for  a  voice  in  the  disposition  of  publick  Money 
than  you  are  to  me,  seeing  the  obligation  (if  any)  is  reciprocal;  the 
Money  remaining  in  the  people's  pockets  cannot  be  taken  from 
thence  till  I  think  a  Law  necessary  for  that  purpose;  and  shall  I 
have  less  power  over  it  after  it  is  raised  and  in  the  publick  Treasury 
than  I  had  before  ?  The  common  Security  of  the  people  requires 
that  they  should  not  be  taxed  but  by  the  voice  of  the  whole  Legis- 
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lature,  and  is  it  not  equally  for  their  security  that  the  money,  when 
raised,  should  not  be  disposed  of  by  any  less  authority  ?  Your  claim, 
therefore,  of  a  natural  exclusive  Right  to  the  Disposition  of  publick 
money  because  it  is  the  people's  is  against  reason,  the  nature  of  an 
English  Government,  and  the  usage  of  this  Province,  and  you  may 
as  well  claim  the  exclusive  Right  to  all  the  powers  of  Government 
and  set  up  a  Democracy  at  once,  because  all  power  is  derived  from 
the  people,  &  this  indeed  may  be  the  true  Design. 

"As  to  what  you  insinute  concerning  the  enormous  Growth  of 
the  proprietary  Estate,  I  shall  oppose  plain  Facts  to  your  presump- 
tions. By  the  original  Concessions  and  agreement  between  the  late 
Mr.  William  Penn  and  the  first  Settlers,  nine-tenths  of  the  land 
were  to  be  granted  to  the  adventurers,  and  the  remaining  tenth  to 
be  laid  out  to  the  proprietary;  but  instead  of  this  the  late  proprie- 
tary, out  of  the  Lands  purchased  of  the  Indians  in  his  time,  con- 
tented himself  with  taking  up  a  very  small  part  of  what  he  might 
have  done  under  that  agreement,  and  out  of  the  three  Indian  pur- 
chases made  by  his  sons  since  his  decease,  in  the  two  first,  consist- 
ing of  Four  Million  Acres  of  Land,  they  did  not  survey  upwards 
of  Twenty-Five  thousand  Acres,  and  those  neither  of  the  richest  nor 
best  situated,  &  in  the  last,  which  is  by  far  the  largest  of  all,  no 
surveys  have  been  made  for  their  use,  but  they  gave  early  directions 
that  the  settlers  should,  as  they  applied,  take  their  choice  of  the 
best  lands,  and  accordingly  great  numbers  of  people  are  seated  on 
these  Lands  to  their  entire  satisfaction.  As  to  their  Manors  and 
appropriated  Tracts  it  is  well  known  that  they  are  mostly  settled  by 
persons  without  leave  or  title,  and  that  these  pay  their  Shares  of 
all  Taxes.  In  short,  Gentlemen,  if,  instead  of  setting  the  proprie- 
taries forth  as  encreasing  their  Estates  and  using  their  Tenants  like 
Yassals,  You  had  represented  them  as  forbearing  with  them  and 
using  no  compulsory  Methods  for  the  obtainment  even  of  their  just 
Debts,  and  that  for  these  and  many  other  instances  of  their  kind 
usage  of  them  the  proprietaries  are  intitled  to  the  character  of  good, 
nay  of  the  best  Landlords,  you  had  done  them  no  more  than  justice, 
and  said  only  what  is  notorious  to  all  that  know  their  Treatment  of 
the  People  in  this  Province. 

11 1  can  by  no  means  allow  you  to  argue  justly  in  saying  that  the 
proprietaries  ought  to  submit  their  Estate  to  be  taxed  by  Assessors 
chosen  by  the  people,  because  they  are  sworn  or  solemnly  affirmed 
to  do  equal  Justice.  When  you  are  taxed  by  these  Assessors  it  is 
by  persons  who  may  be  considered  as  your  equals,  and  who  are  in- 
terested to  do  you  Justice,  as  You  in  your  turns  may  become  their 
Assessors.  But  the  proprietary  Estate  and  Interest  being  con- 
sidered as  separate  from  yours,  because  the  Proprietaries  are  a 
separate  Branch  of  the  Legislature,  they  can  never  in  that  view  be 
taxed  by  any  Persons,  unless  those  whose  interest  it  is  to  save 
their  own  Estates  by  throwing  an  unequal  Burden  upon  the  Pro- 
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prietaries,  and  you  must  know  that  this  is  the  very  Consideration 
by  which  the  Law  in  certain  Cases  excepts  against  both  the  Judg- 
ment and  evidence  of  interested  persons,  lest  they  should  be  in- 
fluenced therein  even  against  the  solemnity  and  obligations  of  an 
Oath. 

M  You  say  that  all  Estates  in  Britain  and  her  Colonies  now  bear 
or  must  bear  a  Tax  to  free  the  proprietary  Estate  from  Encroach- 
ments and  Incumbrance  Inviduous  and  ungrateful  Insination. 

"  Is  there  nothing  but  this  at  stake  ? 
•  "  Is  it  for  a  tract  of  unsettled  Country,  belonging  to  the  proprie- 
taries of  this  Province,  that  the  Eyes  of  all  Europe  are  turned 
upon  this  Continent,  and  such  mighty  preparations  making  both  by 
Sea  and  Land  ?  Or,  gentlemen,  can  you  think  that  if  the  Enemy 
are  suffered  to  keep  up  Fortifications  in  any  private  Estate  whatso- 
ever within  the  Limits  of  this  Province,  You  could  preserve  your 
Estates,  or  the  English  Nation  preserve  its  Dominions  ?  What  end 
then  can  such  Insinuations  serve,  but  to  cool  the  Ardor  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's good  Subjects  in  recovering  the  country  unjustly  taken  from 
them,  as  if  they  were  contending  for  a  thing  of  no  consequence, 
which  is  but  too  much  the  opinion  of  many  amongst  us,  raised  and 
confirmed,  no  doubt,  by  Your  strange  Conduct. 

"  You  charge  me  with  contriving  all  possible  methods  of  expence 
to  exhaust  your  Funds  and  distress  your  affairs,  and  give  an  in- 
stance of  an  exorbitant  Demand  of  Five  thousand  pounds  for  cut- 
ting the  Road  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  an  undertaking  You  say  I 
engaged  You  in  on  a  Computation  of  its  costing  only  Eight  hun- 
dred pounds.  How  could  you  stumble  on  a  matter  which,  on  a 
very  slight  Examination,  must  appear  to  be  without  the  least  Foun- 
dation? Your  own  Minutes  will  shew  that  you  resolved  to  bear 
the  charge  of  cutting  two  Roads,  one  to  Wills'  Creek  and  the  other 
to  the  Mohongahelo ;  and  in  one  of  your  Messages  to  me  wherein 
You  enumerate  your  meritorious  acts,  You  set  this  road  to  the  Ohio 
particularly  forth  in  such  a  manner  as  to  have  it  believed  that  it 
would  prove  an  heavy  expence,  which,  nevertheless,  you  would  not 
decline  to  bear  as  the  King's  Service  required  it;  and  now  you  in- 
sinuate that  had  you  known  it  would  have  cost  more  than  Eight 
hundred  pounds  you  would  not  have  undertaken  it,  and  this  for  no 
other  Reason  than  to  lay  to  my  charge  a  pretended  Estimate  of  which 
I  am  totally  ignorant,  having  never  seen  nor  heard  of  one.  The 
sum  of  Eight  hundred  pounds  might  have  been  mentioned  as  what 
it  would  cost  in  some  Men's  private  opinion,  but  not  upon  an  esti- 
mate of  the  Commissioners,  nor  as  such  sent  to  me.  To  be  plain, 
Gentlemen,  it  was  the  resentment  and  Menaces  of  the  Officers  in 
the  Army  entrusted  with  that  part  of  the  King's  service,  because 
the  Works  was  not  begun  in  time  (and  it  could  not  have  been 
begun  sooner  by  me  as  you  would  not  sooner  comply  with  my  re- 
quest), it  was,  I  say,  your  Dread  of  having  proper  Representations 
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made  of  your  conduct  at  home,  and  of  an  armed  Force  being  used 
to  oblige  the  Inhabitants  to  do  this  necessary  work,  and  nothing 
else,  that  induced  you  to  engage  to  bear  the  Expence,  and  had  the 
two  Roads  been  cut  they  would  have  cost  a  very  great  sum  indeed, 
but  by  a  Representation  I  caused  to  be  made  to  the  General  he 
consented  to  drop  the  Road  to  Wills'  Creek,  and  instead  of  extend- 
ing the  other  to  the  Ohio,  to  order  it  to  be  opened  no  farther  than 
to  the  Crow-Foot  of  Ohiogainy,  which  last  saved  the  clearing  of 
many  miles.  He  likewise  consented  that  the  Road  should  not  be 
made  so  wide  by  one-third  as  the  Quarter  Master  General  had 
given  directions  for.  These  were  great  savings  to*  the  Province, 
which  added  to  the  Regulations  that  were  made  in  the  price  of 
Provisions  and  Liquor,  and  in  the  Hire  of  the  Waggons,  would  at 
any  other  time  have  induced  you  to  speak  in  Commendation  of  my 
care  and  frugal  use  of  the  public  money,  and  not  to  charge  me 
with  a  Demand  that  I  never  made,  nor  indeed  could  it  have  been 
then  made  by  any  one,  because  the  accounts  were  not  come  in,  and 
now  that  they  are  delivered  to  You  it  does  not  appear  that  they  will 
amount  to  the  sum  of  Three  thousand  pounds,  which  is  not  ex- 
travagant when  you  consider  the  distance  and  expedition  required 
in  the  Work.  The  Commissioners  without  being  reproached  with 
Extravagance  have  a  Right  to  the  amplest  acknowledgements  for 
their  exposing  their  persons  to  such  imminent  danger  and  carrying 
on  the  work  with  so  much  spirit  and  so  becoming  a  Zeal;  and  tho' 
my  Recommendations  may  not  have  much  weight  with  you,  yet  as 
they  were  engaged  in  this  hazardous  work  by  my  Intreaties,  Justice 
requires  they  should  be  handsomely  rewarded  for  their  indefatiga- 
ble attendance  and  generous  advance  of  their  own  private  Fortunes. 

"  You  have  in  the  Message  now  before  you,  and  in  several  others, 
taken  great  pains  to  infuse  into  the  minds  of  the  people,  particu- 
larly the  Germans,  that  the  Government  have  designs  to  abridge 
them  of  their  Privileges  and  to  reduce  them  to  a  State  of  Slavery. 
This  may  and  will  alienate  their  affections  from  His  Majesty's 
Government,  destroy  that  Confidence  in  the  Crown  and  its  Dele- 
gates, which  at  this  time  is  particularly  necessary,  and  render  all  the 
Foreigners  among  us  very  indifferent  as  to  the  success  of  the  French 
attempts  upon  this  Continent,  as  they  cannot  be  in  worse  Circum- 
stances under  them  than  you  have  taught  them  to  expect  from  tho 
King's  Government. 

"  This  you  may  with  your  usual  Confidence  call  Duty,  Loyalty, 
and  Affection  to  his  Majesty,  but  I  am  convinced  it  will  not  be 
esteemed  such  by  his  Majesty  and  his  Ministers,  before  whom  all 
these  matters  must  be  laid,  and  how  the  innocent  people  of  this 
Province  may  be  affected  thereby  Time  will  shew. 

"  You  are  pleased  to  tell  me  that  I  am  destitute  of  Skill  and 
Abilities  for  my  Station,  and  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Government 
in  me.     Gentleman,  I  never  made  any  Boast  of  my  Abilities,  nor 
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do  I  pretend  to  know  what  you  mean  by  the  Spirit  of  Government ; 
But  this  I  know,  that  if  I  had  enough  of  the  spirit  of  Submission, 
I  was  early  given  to  understand,  by  some  of  your  Messages,  that 
you  would  have  then  pronounced  me  well  qualified  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  Province  even  without  the  assistance  of  Instructions 
or  the  advice  of  my  Council.  , 

u  To  your  Spirit  of  Government,  however,  or  in  other  words  your 
Inclinations  to  increase  and  render  permanent  your  own  powers,  is 
'to  be  attributed  all  to  your  late  extraordinary  proceedings  and  the 
defenceless  state  of  the  Province;  for  the  sake  of  gratifying  this 
you  scruple  not  to  stir  up  his  Majesty's  Subjects  against  his  Gov- 
ernment, forgetting  all  Duty  to  your  Sovereign  and  all  Decency  to 
those  in  authority  under  him. 

"  Your  answers  do  not  exculpate  you  from  my  charges  against 
you  for  taking  on  yourselves  great  and  mighty  powers,  and  since 
you  call  upon  me  to  particularize  them  I  shall  gratify  you.  You 
have  created  a  paper  Currency  of  your  own,  and  ordered  the  col- 
lectors of  Excise  and  the  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office  to  receive  it 
against  Law.  You  pay  your  own  wages  out  of  the  provincial 
Money,  when  the  Law  requires  and  provides  for  their  being 
paid  in  another  manner,  notwithstanding  it  is  declared  by  Law 
that  no  persons  indebted  on  Mortgage  to  the  Loan  Office  shall 
be  delinquent  in  their  payment  above  a  Year,  and  your  Com- 
mittees are  enjoined  in  the  Settlement  of  their  accounts  to 
reckon  all  such  outstandings  as  Cash  in  the  Trustees'  hands,  yet 
this  you  have  dispensed  with  in  the  Settlement  of  the  Trustees' 
accounts  Year  after  Year,  and  suffered  the  Borrowers  to  continue  in 
arrears  for  Years,  many  of  them  for  not  less  than  Ten, — a  practice 
tending  to  depreciate  the  value  of  the  Money  and  greatly  injurious 
to  the  Borrowers — and  lastly,  instead  of  the  Oaths  required  by  law 
to  be  taken  to  his  Majesty  by  all  men  in  publick  office,  you  have 
taken  upon  you  to  administer  the  affirmation  to  your  Clerk  and 
several  of  your  own  Members,  tho'  not  of  the  people  called  Quakers, 
nor  at  all  scrupulous  against  taking  an  Oath,  which  deprives  his 
Majesty  of  the  security  provided  by  Law  to  be  given  by  such  as 
hold  Offices  or  act  in  publick  trusts. 

"  You  have  often  mentioned  what  you  have  done  to  promote  the 
success  of  his  Majesty's  arms  under  General  Braddock,  and  for  the 
Defence  of  the  Province,  and  say,  You  have  Letters  from  the  late 
General  thanking  You  for  your  Service.  The  truth  of  this  I  must 
beg  leave  to  question,  as  the  late  General  was  too  honest  fb  say  one 
thing  to  You  and  another  to  the  King's  Ministers.  He  might 
acknowledge  the  services  of  particular  men,  but  how  you  can  take 
those  to  yourselves  as  an  assembly  when  you  had  no  hand  in  what 
was  done  I  am  at  a  Loss  to  know.  I  think  it  will  not  be  doubted 
but  that  had  you  in  Time  opened  the  proper  Boads,  raised  men,  and 
provided  carriages  and  necessary  provisions  for  the  Troops;  as  this 
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was  the  only  Province  able,  in  the  General's  situation,  to  furnish 
him  with  them,  we  might  now  have  been  in  peaceable  possession  of 
Fort  Du  Quesne. 

"  In  fine,  Gentlemen,  I  must  remind  you  that  in  a  former  Mess- 
age you  said  you  were  a  plain  people  that  had  no  joy  in  Disputation. 
But  let  your  Minutes  be  examined  for  Fifteen  years  past,  not  to  go 
higher,  and  in  them  will  be  found  more  artifice,  more  time  and 
money  spent  in  frivolous  controversies,  more  unparallelled  abuses 
of  your  Governors,  and  more  undutifullness  to  the  Crown,  than  in 
all  the  rest  of  his  Majestie's  Colonies  put  together.  And  while 
you  continue  in  such  a  temper  of  mind  I  have  very  little  hopes  of 
good  either  for  his  Majesty's  Service  or  for  the  Defence  and  protec- 
tion of  this  unfortunate  Country. 

"ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 

"Philada-  September  24,  1755." 

The  Bill  for  the  choice  of  Inspectors  in  the  Countys  of  Chester 
and  Lancaster,  &ca-  was  read  and  sent  to  the  House  with  a  Message 
that  the  Governor  assented  thereto. 

The  following  Letter  from  Colonel  Blanchard  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  at  Albany,  which  gives  the  first  account  of  the  action  at 
Lake  George,  having  been  forwarded  by  Express  from  Governor 
Hardy  was  read  : 


A  Letter  from  Col.  Blanchard  to  the  commanding  Officer  at  Albany. 

at  Carrying  Pl 
Septr-  9th,  1755. 


"  FoRT^  AT  THE  GREAT  CARRYING  PLACE,  | 


"Sir: 

"  The  tidings  I  gave  you  of  yesterday  relative  to  our  army  at 
Lake  George.  We  have  fresh  tidings  from  divers  hands  last  night 
and  this  morning,  tho'  nothing  by  Express  but  by  persons  casually 
stragled  from  the  Army  in  the  Battle. 

"  Three  Frenchmen  came  in  here  this  morning  (one  a  Captain), 
and  the  Intelligence  from  all  parties  agree  that  they  were  in  Battle 
from  the  morning  till  night,  the  most  Bloody  and  Severe. 

"  We  have  no  certainty  in  whose  favour  it  turned,  but  from  all 
circumstances  hope  that  our  Forces  have  sustained  their  post  as 
yet. 

"The  Frenchmen  say  they  were  eleven  hundred  and  Six  of 
Indians  who  engaged  in  the  morning  a  part  of  our  Men,  which  was 
700  Men,  One  mile  and  half  from  the  General  Camp,  headed  by 
Col0,  Williams,  soon  reinforced  by  500  more,  I  hear  by  one  of  our 
men  from  the  Camp,  but  were  (after  three  hours'  fight)  drove  back 
into  the  Camps,  and  there  engaged  the  Artillery  and  fought  till 
near  night.  This  minute  sundry  more  are  come  in  of  our  Guards, 
who  run  off  about  two  of  the  clock  expecting  our  Army  was  fallen 
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into  their  hands.  The  great  Guns  played  till  after  four  o'clock.  A 
party  of  our  Fort  set  out  for  their  Relief  of  about  three  hundred, 
mett  the  Enemy  about  two  Miles  from  the  Lake,  engaged  them, 
and  fought  till  sun  down,  when  two  of  our  party  run  off  and  left 
them,  continuing  a  smart  Fire,  had  drove  about  three  or  four  hun- 
dred from  their  packs,  and  then  had  maintained  their  Ground. 
Plow  the  Army  or  that  party  have  fared  since,  or  who  has  gained 
the  Field,  we  know  not.  No  Express  from  either  party  has  arrived, 
which  gives  me  uneasiness.  Lieuten1,  King's  son  (who  this  minute 
arrived  with  another)  who  guess  the  number  Seven  or  Eight  thou- 
sand. The  Frenchmen1  say  Three  thousand  seven  hundred  set  out, 
and  Two  thousand  lodged  for  Recruit  if  needed.  I  leave  to  guess 
to  all  these  promiscuous  accounts.  The  Army  came  within  two 
miles  of  this  Fort  Sunday  afternoon,  designed  to  attack  us,  but 
tacked  and  went  to  the  Lake.  If  they  have  got  success  there  they 
will  pay  us  a  speedy  visit  likely.  No  tidings  of  the  Fight  being 
over  yet,  We  conclude  this  Information  will  be  sufficient  for  your 
filarm,  and  that  you  will  quick  determine  what  to  do  in  this  Emer- 
gency.    I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  most  humble  Servant, 

"  JOSEPH  BLANCHARD. 

aP.  S. — I  apprehend  the  advisement  of  this  is  necessary  to  the 
Massachusetts  and  the  Colonys  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island 
with  all  Dispatch. 
"To'the  Officers  in  the  Chief  Command  of  the  Militia  at  Albany/' 

On  the  27th  Septf-  1755,  The  Bill  for  directing  the  choice  of 
inspectors  in  the  counties  of  Chester,  Lancaster,  York,  Cumberland, 
Berks,  and  Northampton,  having  been  engrossed  and  compared  was 
this  day  enacted  into  a  Law,  Sealed  and  Lodged  in  the  Recorder's 
office. 

On  the  29th  of  September  the  following  Message  to  the  Governor 
was  left  with  the  Secretary : 

A  Message  to  the  Governor  from  the  Jlssenihly. 
11  May  it  please  the  Governor : 

The  sincerity  of  the  Governor's  regret  at  the  unnecessary  Disputes 
which  subsist  between  us  the  very  first  Paragragh  of  his  Message 
gives  us  some  Room  to  question,  since  it  begins  with  a  new  charge 
that  those  Disputes  are  of  our  introducing,  and  that  we  '  delight  to 
introduce  them  to  turn  the  attention  of  the  people  from  things  of 
the  last  Importance  to  their  future  safety/  This  charge  itself  seems 
designed  to  introduce  another  unnecessary  dispute,  since  all  that  are 
acquainted  with  our  disputes  know  by  whom  they  were  introduced 
and  who  it  is  that  delights  in  disputing. 

"  That  our  Message  of  the  nineteenth  of  August  was  ( a  very  tedi- 
ous' one  to  the  Governor  we  make  no  Doubt.     It  must  have  been 
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so  in  the  matter  and  might  probably  be  so  in  the  manner.  There 
was  too  much  Truth  in  it  and  too  little  Flattery.  We  suppose,  too, 
that  the  task  of  answering  it  might  be  as  tedious  as  the  Message 
itself,  since  to  shorten  the  work  he  has  passed  over  a  number  of  the 
most  important  points  and  all  our  Reasonings  upon  them  without 
attempting  an  answer,  and  we  think  he  cannot  justly  complain  of 
want  of  Time  to  answer  that  Message  since  we  sat  four  days  after 
delivering  it,  adjourned  for  near  four  Weeks,  and  had  been  met 
again  nine  days  before  we  received  the  answer  which,  now  we  have 
it,  we  find  it  to  be  such  an  one  as  might  have  been  made  in  a  few 
Hours.  But  had  our  Message  really  been  '  filled  with  the  grossest 
Calumny  and  abuse/  as  the  Governor  says  it  was,  we  cannot  think 
with  the  Governor  that  it  would,  therefore,  have  been  'beneath  him 
as  a  Gentleman  to  make  any  Reply  to  it/  If  we  were  of  that  sen- 
timent we  should  make  none  to  the  Message  we  are  now  considering. 
We  think  that  what  is  beneath  a  Gentleman  is  not  the  answering  of 
Calumny  but  the  making  use  of  it;  And  we  wish,  for  the  Governor's 
sake,  that  he  had  been  of  the  same  opinion ;  For  he  might  then  pro- 
bably have  treated  us  in  a  manner  more  suitable  to  his  Character  as 
a  Gentleman,  and  had  more  Regard  to  the  preservation  of  that 
Character. 

"The  Governor  denies  that  our  Claim  of  the  privilege  'of  having 
our  Bills  granting  supplies  past  as  they  are  tendered  without  Amend- 
ments is  warranted  by  the  words  of  the  Charter;'  tho'  it  gives  us 
'  all  the  powers  and  privileges  of  an  Assembly  according  to  the  Rights 
of  the  free-born  subjects  of  England,  and  as  is  usual  in  any  of  the 
King's  plantations  in  America/  If  the  free-born  subjects  of  England 
do  not  exercise  this  Right  by  their  Representatives  in  Parliament, 
and  it  is  not  usual  in  any  of  the  King's  plantations  in  America,  then 
we  are  in  the  wrong  to  claim  it,  and  the  Governor  is  right  in  deny- 
ing it;  But  Facts  are  for  us,  and  these  in  this  case  the  Governor 
does  not  deny.  Our  predecessors  may  in  some  few  Instances  have 
waved  that  right,  but  they  have  never  given  it  up,  nor  will,  as  we 
hope,  those  that  shall  succeed  us.  Wo  trust  they  will  be  more 
cautious  of  suffering  such  dangerous  Precedents  when  they  see  how 
fond  Governors  are  of  seizing  the  Advantage  for  diminishing  our 
Privileges. 

"  We  agree  with  the  Governor  that  what  we  have  said  as  to  this 
offer  of  Lands  to  the  Westward  will  not  hinder  unprejudiced  men 
from  seeing  it  in  its  true  light ;  we  thiuk  our  remarks  have  rather 
contributed  to  that  end  and  even  assisted  those  that  might  before 
be  prejudiced,  But  arc  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  either  the  preju- 
diced or  unprejudiced  cou'd  be  '  convinced'  the  offer  Avas  '  made 
under  a  proper  authority,'  when  neither  of  the  Governor's  Com- 
missions, not  even  that  which  he  calls  '  the  Foundation  of  Pro- 
perty/ gave  him  such  authority,  and  he  is  now  reduced  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  dropping  them  and  recurring  to  private  Instructions 
VOL.  YI. — 40. 
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never  mentioned  before,  of  which  none  can  judge  till  he  shall  think 
fit  to  produce  them.  But  all  may  judge  how  well  he  has  acquitted 
himself  of  the  imputations  of  attempting  to  impose  on  the  publick 
by  introducing  the  Commission  of  property  as  an  authority  for  the 
offer,  so  we  shall  spare  the  Governor  on  that  Head  and  press  it  no 
farther. 

"If  the  Governor  had  given  himself  the  trouble  of  looking  into 
Viner,  under  the  Title  we  mentioned,  he  might  there  have  found 
the  Case  abriged  referred  to.  We,  it  seems,  not  being  Lawyers 
quoted  improperly,  but  he,  tho'  a  Lawyer,  refers  us  to  Lord  Coke 
without  Page,  Case,  or  Volume,  and  to  '  other  Writers  of  Note  & 
authority  in  the  Law'  without'  so  much  as  naming  their  names,  So 
that  we  are  utterly  at  a  Loss  where  to  find  the  Law  part  of  his 
Messages ;  but  the  politicks  and  Calumny  we  can  easily  trace  to 
their  fountain  Head,  though  he  does  not  vouchsafe  to  quote  it  at 
all.  The  perfect  shameness  of  Sentiment  and  even  of  Expression 
are  sufficient  to  show  that  they  are  all  drawn  from  a  late  famous 
Libel  entituled  '  A  brief  state  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania/ 
an  author  of  whom,  if  we  do  not  say  as  the  Governor  says  of 
Yiner,  that  he  has  no  authority,  yet  we  may  say  that  his  authority 
diminishes  daily  the  more  we  see  of  his  works. 

"  The  Governor  is  pleased  to  say  That  c  the  common  security  of 
the  people  requires  that  they  should  not  be  taxed  but  by  the  voice 
of  the  whole  Legislature/  and  that  l  we  might  as  well  set  up  a 
Democracy  at  once,  as  claim  an  exclusive  right  to  the  Disposition 
of  publick  Money/  To  this  we  beg  leave  to  answer,  that  though 
we  are  not  so  absurd  as  to  design  a  Democracy,  of  which  the  Gov- 
ernor is  pleased  to  accuse  us,  yet  in  this  particular  all  our  late  at- 
tempts to  raise  money  for  the  common  security  of  the  people  being 
obstructed  and  defeated  by  the  Governor's  having  a  voice  in  that 
matter,  would  rather  induce  us  to  think  that  his  having  such  a 
voice  is  not  best  for  their  Security,  and  such  a  conduct  in  a  Gover- 
nor appears  to  us  the  most  likely  thing  in  the  World  to  make  peo- 
ple incline  to  a  Democracy  who  would  otherwise  never  have  dreamt 
of  it. 

"But  the  Governor  is  pleased  to  tell  us  that  our  Claim  of  a 
natural  exclusive  Bight  to  the  Disposition  of  publick  Money, 
because  it  is  the  Peoples,  '  is  against  Beason,  the  Nature  of  an  Eng- 
lish Government,  and  the  usage  of  this  Province/  He  has,  how- 
ever, never  produced  that  Beason  to  us,  &  we  still  think  that  as 
every  man  has,  so  every  body  of  men  have  a  natural  right  to  the 
disposition  of  their  own  Money,  by  themselves  or  their  Bepresenta- 
tives,  and  that  the  Proprietary's  Claim  of  a  Yoice  in  the  Disposition 
of  Money  to  which  he  will  contribute  no  part,  is  a  claim  contrary  to 
Beason.  The  wisdom  of  the  Crown  has  thought  fit  to  allow  differ- 
ent Constitutions  to  different  Colonies  suitable  to  their  different 
Circumstances,  and  as  they  have  been  long  settled  and  established 
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we  apprehend  that  if  the  Governor  could  have  power  to  unsettle 
them  all  and  make  in  every  one  such  changes  as  would  be  necessary 
to  reduce  them  to  a  Conformity  with  his  Idea  of  an  'English 
Government/  the  reformation  would  be  productive  of  more  incon- 
venience than  advantage.  The  general  '  Usage  of  this  Province'  in 
the  Disposition  of  Publick  Money  was  ever  what  it  now  is,  and  as 
the  Province  has  flourished  with  it  and  no  inconvenience  has 
attended  it,  we  hope  it  will  still  continue.  Particular  Laws  may 
in  a  very  few  Instances  have  given  the  Disposition  of  particular 
sums  to  the  Governor  or  Commissioners  for  particular  Services,  but 
a  few  such  Instances  do  not  make  an  usage,  and  the  Governor 
must  in  that  point  have  been  greatly  misinformed. 

"  Jt  is  agreed  that  in  the  Concessions  mentioned  by  the  Gover- 
nor the  Proprietary  reserved  in  every  hundred  thousand  acres  Ten 
to  himself,  but  then  (to  make  the  Governor's  ( plain  fact'  a  little 
plainer)  he  was  to  have  it  by  Lot  and  not  by  Choice;  the  quantity 
so  reserved  was  to  lie  but  in  one  place,  and  he  was  bound  to  plant 
or  man  it  within  three  years  after  it  was  set  out  and  surveyed,  '  or 
else  (by  the  next  Concession)  it  was  lawful  for  new  comers  to  settle 
thereupon  and  he  go  higher  up  for  his  share.'  This  might  induce 
him  not  to  take  up  more  than  he  could  conveniently  settle,  but  can 
give  his  Successors  no  right  to  pick  here  and  there  the  best  vacant 
pieces  among  the  Settlements,  excluding  other  Rights,  nor  to  keep 
the  Land  Office  shut,  as  was  done  after  the  second  mentioned  pur- 
chase till  they  had  garbled  the  best  Tracts  for  themselves  and 
Dependants,  and  left  little  besides  Rocks  and  barren  Mountains  for 
the  rest  of  the  people. 

"  The  third  and  last  purchase  being  made  but  the  last  Year,  and 
the  Land  mostly  exposed  to,  or  as  the  Governor  has  often  informed 
us,  in  the  hands  of  the  Enemy,  we  are  surprized  to  hear  that  '  great 
numbers  of  People  are  seated  on  it  to  their  entire  satisfaction,'  and 
more  so  that  the  Proprietaries  Manors  and  appropriated  Tracts  are 
mostly  settled  by  persons  that  pay  their  shares  of  all  Taxes.  If 
this  be  so  we  must  own  ourselves  as  much  unacquainted  with  the 
state  of  his  Lands  as  we  are  with  the  state  and  management  of  the 
Land  Office,  which  of  late  indeed  is  pretty  much  a  Mystery.  That 
the  Proprietaries  are  intitled  to  the  character  of  the  best  Land- 
lords we  can  by  no  means  presume  to  say  with  the  Governor,  since 
his  Majesty's  Lands  are  granted  without  purchase  Money  on  half 
the  Quit-Rent,  and  the  Quit-Rents  are  applied  to  the  support  of 
Government  and  defence  of  the  Country.  We  cannot,  therefore, 
but  be  of  opinion  that  the  King  is  a  much  better  Landlord. 

"  If  the  Governor  would  please  to  consider  that  it  does  not  fall 
to  the  share  of  perhaps  one  man  in  Five  hundred  to  be  an  Assessor 
during  his  whole  Life,  and  that  the  chance  of  being  favoured  or 
not  by  a  succeeding  assessor  as  he  himself  shall  behave  in  that 
office,  is  proportionably  small,  and  that  the  very  little  which  can 
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possibly  be  saved  in  his  part  of  the  Tax,  by  unjustly  enhancing 
that  of  the  Proprietaries,  is  a  matter  next  to  nothing;  the  Gov- 
ernor certainly  cannot  have  so  ill  an  opinion  of  mankind  as  to 
believe  these  Temptations  can  be  sufficient  to  induce  a  commonly 
honest  man  to  forswear  himself;  and  assessors  are  seldom  men  of 
the  meanest  characters  for  Integrity.  But  surely  a  security  that  all 
the  Peers  in  Britain  think  sufficient  with  regard  to  the  equity  of 
Taxation  on  their  Estates  might  be  confided  in  bj  our  Proprietaries, 
unless  the  people  here  are  much  more  depraved  than  we  can  possi- 
bly conceive  them  to  be. 

"  Our  Argument  that  if  all  the  Estates  in  Britain  and  her  Colo- 
nies now  bear  or  must  bear  a  Tax  to  free  the  Proprietary  Estate  from 
Encroachments,  that  Estate  itself  ought  not  to  be  exempted,  the 
Governor  calls  '  an  invidious  and  ungrateful  insinuation/  and  asks, 
'is  there  nothing  but  this  at  stake  ?  Is  it  for  a  tract  of  unsettled 
Country,  belonging  to  the  Proprietaries  of  this  Province,  that  the 
eyes  of  all  Europe  are  turned  upon  this  Continent,  and  such  mighty 
Preparations  making  both  by  Sea  and  Land?  Or,  Gentlemen, 
can  you  think  that  if  the  Enemy  are  suffered  to  keep  up  Forti- 
fications in  any  private  Estate  whatsoever  within  the  Limits 
of  this  Province,  you  could  preserve  your  Estates  or  the  English 
Nation  its  Diminions?  What  end  then  can  such  insinuations 
serve  but  to  cool  the  Ardor  of  his  Majesty's  good  subjects  in 
recovering  the  Country  unjustly  taken  from  them,  as  if  they  were 
contending  for  a  thing  of  no  consequence,  which  is  but  too  much 
the  opinion  of  many  amongst  us,  raised  and  confirmed  no  Doubt  by 
your  strange  conduct/  Had  we  asserted  that  the  Proprietary  Es- 
tate only  was  in  danger,  and  argued  thence  that  the  Estate  alone 
ought,  therefore,  to  pay  for  its  recovery  or  security,  all  this  strain  of 
the  Governor's  eloquence  might  then  have  been  very  just  and 
proper.  But,  may  it  please  the  Governor,  we  did  think  there  was 
something  else  at  stake.  We  thought  other  estates  in  danger,  and 
therefore  offered  a  very  large  sum  as  our  share  of  the  Expence  in 
the  Bill  for  granting  Fifty  thousand  pounds  to  the  King's  use. 
But  we  thought  the  Proprietary  Estate  at  least  as  much  in  danger 
as  any  other  Estate,  and  therefore  imagined  it  ought  to  pay  its  pro- 
portion towards  the  expence  of  its  own  security.  The  Governor,  it 
seems,  thinks  otherwise,  and  because  other  Estates  are  likewise  in 
Danger  the  Proprietary  Estate  ought  to  be  exempted,  and  unless 
we  will  agree  to  recover  and  defend  that  Gratis,  we  should  not  be 
permitted  to  raise  money  for  the  defence  of  our  own  Estates,  our 
neighbours,  or  our  Sovereign's  Dominions.  This  is  our  present 
situation,  and  we  cannot  help  it,  for  the  Proprietary  Instructions 
are,  it  seems,  as  unalterable  as  the  Laws  of  the  Medes  and  Persians. 
But  let  it  be  known  to  them  and  to  all  it  is  not  our  Insinuation, 
invidious  as  it  may  seem  to  the  Governor  &  ungrateful  to  his  Ears, 
that  cools  the  ardor  of  his  Majestic' s  good  Subjects;  but  if  any 
thing  cools  that  ardor  it  must  be  the  Fact  insinuated,  the  Proprie- 
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taries  claiming  that  invidious  and  odious  Distinction  of  being  ex- 
empted from  the  common  Burthens  of  their  Fellow-Subjects.  If 
there  be  any  who  think  the  nation  is  contending  for  a  thing  of  no 
consequence  it  must  be  of  those  who  refuse  to  contribute  their  share, 
and  not  we  who  offer  largely ;  and  that  opinion  in  others,  if  such 
an  opinion  there  be,  must  be  raised  and  confirmed  by  the  Governor 
and  Proprietaries  strange  Conduct,, and  not  by  ours. 

"  The  Governor  says  we  '  lay  to  his  Charge  a  pretended  Estimate 
(of  the  Expence  of  cutting  the  Roads)  of  which  he  is  totally  ig- 
norant, having  never  seen  nor  heard  of  one/  Is  it  possible  that 
the  Governor  can  have  forgotten  it  ?  He  told  us  in  his  Message 
of  the  Eighteenth  of  March  that  he  had  '  appointed  Commis- 
sioners to  reconnoitre  the  Country,  mark  out  where  such  roads 
might  most  conveniently  be  made,  and  make  report  to  him  of  their 
proceedings,  with  an  Estimate  of  the  Expences  that  would  attend 
the  opening  and  clearing  them/  On  the  application  of  the  Gov- 
ernor in  that  Message,  the  House  sent  up  a  Bill  giving  twenty-five 
thousand  pounds  to  the  King's  use,  wherein  among  other  things 
the  clearing  of  roads  for  the  King's  Service  was  provided  for. 
But,  may  it  please  the  Governor,  did  the  Commissioners  never 
comply  with  their  Instructions  and  make  that  Estimate  ?  Or  if 
they  made  it,  did  the  Governor  never  lay  it  before  the  House  ? 
'Tis  true  we  have  not  that  Estimate  now  in  our  possession ;  it  was 
returned  again  to  the  Governor,  but  we  all  remember  the  sum,  and 
that  it  was  Eight  hundred  pounds.  If  it  was  indeed  as  the  Governor 
says  it  might  possibly  be,  '  only  some  men's  private  opinion/  yet  it 
was  an  Estimate,  and  sent  to  us  by  the  Governor,  whether  made  by 
the  commissioners  or  by  others  we  have  not  said  (tho'  we  think  it 
was  by  the  Commissioners),  nor  is  it  material.  However,  we  have 
remaining  in  the  House  a  subsequent  Letter  from  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners to  the  Secretary,  dated  May  the  third,  which  says,  ' We 
sent  you  a  Draught  of  the  Road,  both  to  the  Waters  of  the  Yohio- 
gani  and  to  the  Camp,  with  all  the  principal  places  marked  that 
occurred  to  us,  with  the  amount  of  the  charges  of  laying  out  both, 
and  an  Estimate  of  the  expence  of  opening  and  bridging  the  Road 
to  the  Yohiogani  from  the  Tuscarora  Mountain.  That  to  the 
Camp  will  not  cost  so  much  in  proportion  to  its  Length  because 
it  is  less  hilly,  but  we  expect  amendments  upon  it  so  as  to 
come  into  the  other  near  the  top  of  sideling  hill  and  avoid  two 
crossings  of  Juniata,  and  also  to  cut  off  several  miles  between 
the  Devil's  hole  and  the  camp.  Both  roads  will  leave  little  of 
Fifteen  hundred  pounds,  for  it  is  impossible  to  tell  what  expence 
unexpected  occurrences  will  arise  to.  By  this  it  appears  that 
an  estimate  was  made  by  the  Commissioners,  and  that  the  Gov- 
ernor 'cither  saw  or  heard  of  it'  seems  probable,  since  he  sent 
down  this  very  Letter  to  the  House;  at  least  he  must  have  heard 
of  the  second  Estimate  contained  in  this  Letter,  'that  both  Reads 
would  leave  little  of  Fifteen  hundred  pounds/     The  House,  how- 
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ever j  voted  still  to  bear  the  Expences  of  cutting  both  Roads,  though 
the  first  sum  was  nearly  doubled,  and  the  refusal  of  their  Bill  by 
the  Governor  would  make  it  more  difficult  to  be  complied  with. 
We  have  also  in  our  hands  another  Letter  from  the  same  Commis- 
sioner, dated  fifteen  days  after  the  former,  wherein,  after  more 
Experience  in  the  work,  he  makes  a  third  Estimate,  judging  that 
the  'Expence  of  opening  both  Roads  will  be  little  under  Two 
thousand  pounds/  This  Estimate  the  Governor  must  surely  have 
1  seen  or  heard  of,  since  the  Letter  is  to  himself,  and  by  him  laid 
before  us.  After  all  these  Estimates,  gradually  rising  from  Eight 
hundred  to  Two  thousand  pounds,  the  Design  of  opening  one  of  the 
Roads  was  dropt,  the  intended  Breadth  of  the  other  was  reduced  one- 
third,  its  intended  length  shortened,  and  even  that  shorter  extent 
never  compleated,  and  yet  though  it  was  supposed  we  had  paid  near 
one  thousand  pounds  in  Money  and  Provisions,.  We  were  given  to 
understand  that  Five  thousand  pounds  more  was  wanted.  Had  we 
not  reason  to  be  surprized  at  this,  and  to  suspect  some  extravagance 
in  the  management  ? 

"  But  the  Governor  is  pleased  to  tell  us  not  only  that  we  charged 
him  with  an  Estimate  that  he  never  saw,  but  likewise  that  we 
1  charged  him  with  a  Demand  that  he  never  made/  We  happen, 
however,  to  have  the  original  Letter  from  his  Commissioners,  which 
he  laid  before  the  House  on  the  ninth  of  August,  wherein  are  these 
words:  "  Shippensburg,  August  4th,  1755.  Honoured  Sir, — We 
have  appointed  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  Roads  lead- 
ing to  the  Ohio  at  this  Town  to-day  in  order  to  fall  upon  Measures 
to  provide  Money  for  the  payment  of  the  Labourers,  &ca-'  employed 
in  the  service  of  the  Roads,  and  we  have  thought  of  this  Expedient 
(with  submission  to  your  Honour's  better  Judgment)  that  some  per- 
son or  persons  should  be  appointed  by  your  Honour  to  bring  up 
Money  and  to  be  satisfied  with  our  Settlement  of  the  Accounts. 
We  cannot  at  present  inform  your  Honour  of  the  just  sum  of  Money 
that  will  be  wanted  for  the  above  purpose,  but  we  think  it  will 
amount  to  Five  thousand  pounds.  As  the  people  are  much  in  want 
of  Money,  we  should  be  glad  how  soon  the  Money  can  be  sent,  &<*J 
This  Letter  was  signed  by  the  Six  Commissioners  and  sent  down  to 
the  House  by  the  Governor,  to  what  End  unless  that  we  might  fur- 
nish him  with  the  sum  required  ?  Yet  now  he  knows  nothing  of 
this  Demand,  and  is  pleased  to  say  'it  could  not  have  been  then 
made  by  any  one,  because  the  accounts  were  not  come  in/  as  if  a 
Demand  in  part  was  a  thing  impossible  before  a  Settlement.  The 
accounts,  however,  are  at  length  come  in  and  under  Examination, 
and  it  will  now  soon  be  seen  what  cause  we  shall  have  to  commend 
the  Governor's  or  the  Commissioners'  frugality,  and  we  hope  we 
shall  not  be  backward  to  do  it  Justice. 

"The  Governor's  Judgment  of  our  motives  to  engage  in  this 
work  of  opening  the  Road  seems  to  us  a  very  uncharitable  one,  but 
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we  hope  to  find  more  equitable  Judgment  elsewhere.  "We  are 
obliged  to  him,  however,  for  owning  that  we  did  engage  in  it  at  all. 
For  as  he  is  pleased  to  lay  it  down  as  a  Maxim  that  we  are  very  wicked 
people,  he  has  shewn  in  other  instances,  when  we  have  done  any 
good,  that  he  thinks  it  no  more  injustice  to  us  to  deny  the  Facts 
than  now  to  deny  the  goodness  of  our  Motives.  He  would,  how- 
ever, think  himself  ill  used  if  any  part  of  his  Zeal  in  that  affair  was 
ascribed  to  the  Menaces  directed  to  him,  or  to  a  view  of  accommo- 
dating by  the  new  Road  the  Lands  of  the  Proprietaries  new  pur- 
chase, &  by  that  means  encreasing  the  Value  of  their  Estate  at  our 
Expence. 

"  The  Governor  is  next  pleased  to  tell  us  c  that  we  have  taken 
great  pains  to  infuse  into  the  minds  of  the  people,  particularly  the 
Germans,  that  the  Government  have  Designs  to  abridge  them  of 
their  privileges  and  to  reduce  them  to  a  State  of  Slavery;  That 
this  may  and  will  alienate  their  affections  from  his  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, and  destroy  that  Confidence  in  the  Crown  and  its  Dele- 
gates, which  at  this  Time  is  particularly  necessary,  and  render  all 
the  Foreigners  among  us  very  indifferent  as  to  the  success  of  the 
French  attempts  upon  this  Continent,  as  they  cannot  be  in  worse 
circumstances  under  them  than  we  have  taught  them  to  expect 
from  the  King's  Government/  And  a  little  lower  he  tells  us 
1  That  we  scruple  not  to  stir  up  his  Majesty's  Subjects  against  his 
Government,  forgetting  all  duty  to  our  Sovereign,  and  all  Decency 
to  those  in  Authority  under  him.  These  are  very  heavy  Charges 
indeed  !  But  can  the  Governor  possibly  expect  that  any  body  will 
believe  them  ?  Can  he  even  believe  them  himself?  We  can  in- 
deed truly  say  with  Confidence,  and  the  Governor  may,  if  he  pleases, 
call  it  '  our  usual  Confidence/  that  there  is  not  a  more  dutiful, 
loyal,  and  affectionate  people  to  any  Prince  on  earth  than  are  the 
people  not  only  of  this  Colony  but  of  all  other  British  Colonies 
in  America,  to  the  best  of  Kings  his  present  Majesty,  and  we  can- 
not, therefore,  forbear  to  say  that  this  charge  is  a  virulent  calumny 
destitute  of  all  truth  and  probability.  But  what  must  we  do  to 
please  this  kind  Governor  who  takes  so  much  pains  to  render  us 
obnoxious  to  our  Sovereign  and  odious  to  our  Fellow  Subjects^? 
Must  we  bear  silently  all  these  abuses  ?  'Tis  too  hard.  But  if  we 
deny  his  accusations  and  prove  them  false,  this  he  calls  l  forgetting 
all  Decency  to  our  Governor  f  and  if  we  complain  of  his  treat- 
ment, that  is  'stirring  up  his  Majesty's  Subjects  against  his 
Government."  No,  may  it  please  the  Governor,  we  make  a  wide 
Distinction  between  the  King's  Government  and  the  Governor's 
conduct,  and  we  have  reason.  Every  Deputy  Governor  is  not  the 
Prince,  and  some  are  very  indifferent  Representatives  of  him. 
Every  dislike  of  a  Governor's  Behaviour  is  not  a  dislike  of  Govern- 
ment, nor  every  censure  of  a  Governor  Disaffection  to  the  King. 
And,  indeed,  the  more  a  people  love  their  Prince  and  admire  his  Vir- 
tues, the  less  they  must  Esteem  a  Governor  who  acts  unlike  him. 
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"  That  there  is  a  Design  in  the  Proprietaries  and  Governor 
to  abridge  the  people  here  of  their  privileges  is  no  secret.  The 
Proprietaries  have  avowed  it  in  their  Letter  to  the  House  dated 
London,  March  2nd,  1741.  The  Doctrine  that  it  is  necessary  is 
puhlickly  taught  in  their  Brief  State,  and  the  Governor  himself 
has  told  us  that  we  have  more  than  is  suitable  for  a  dependant 
Colony.  It  is  these  proceedings  that  give  Jealousy  to  the  people, 
but  do  not,  however,  alienate  their  affections  from  his  Majesty's 
Government  though  they  may  from  the  Proprietaries.  Their  c  con- 
fidence in  the  Crown'  is  as  great  as  ever,  but  when  the  Delegates 
of  power  are  continually  abusing  and  calumniating  the  people,  it  is 
no  wonder  if  they  lose  all  '  Confidence'  in  such  Delegates. 

"  The  Governor  can  think  himself  at  Liberty  to  tell  us  that  '  we 
stir  up  his  Majesty's  subjects  against  his  Majesty's  Government, 
forgetting  all  Duty  to  our  Sovereign,'  and  yet  if  we  only  tell  him 
that  the  Difficulties  he  meets  with  are  not  owing  to  those  Causes, 
which  indeed  have  no  existence,  but  to  his  own  want  of  Skill  and 
abilities  for  his  Station,  he  takes  it  extremely  amiss  and  says  { we 
forget  all  Decency  to  those  in  authority.'  We  are  apt  to  think 
there  is  likewise  some  Decency  due  to  the  Assembly  as  a  part  of 
the  Government,  and  though  we  have  not,  like  the  Governor,  had 
a  courtly  Education,  but  are  plain  men  &  must  be  very  imperfect  in 
our  politeness,  yet  we  think  we  have  no  chance  of  improving  by  his 
Example.  Skill  and  abilities  to  govern  we  apprehend  fall  to  the 
share  of  few ;  they  may  possibly  be  acquired  by  study  and  practice, 
but  are  not  infused  into  a  man  with  his  Commission;  he  may  with- 
out them  be  a  wise  and  able  man  in  other  affairs  and  a  very  good 
man  in  general.  But  those  '  who  stir  up  his  Majesty's  Subjects 
against  his  Government  and  forget  all  Duty  to  their  Sovereign,'  as 
the  Governor  says  we  do,  must  be  traiters  and  rebels,  a  character 
that  includes  the  highest  folly  with  the  greatest  wickedness.  The 
World  will  judge  which  of  these  Charges  is  most  decent  as  well  as 
most  true,  and  we  shall  leave  it  to  their  Judgment. 

"  The  Governor  is  pleased  to  repeat  the  charge  of  our  '  taking 
upon  us  great  and  mighty  powers'  and  to  say,  since  you  call  upon 
me  to  particularize  them  I  shall  gratify  you.  We  apprehend  it  is 
rather  to  gratify  himself,  for  least  these  particulars  should  seem  to 
be  brought  in  improperly,  the  Governor  says,  we  call  upon  him 
for  them.  We  cannot  find  any  such  Call  in  our  Message,  but  if 
there  were  it  was  a  very  unnecessary  one,  for  the  Governor  has  so 
accustomed  us  to  find  some  of  these  charges  in  almost  every  Mess- 
age, and  so  delights  in  renewing  them  after  repeated  refutations, 
'that  we  might  have  expected  them  as  matters  of  Course.  You 
have  created  a  paper  Currency  of  your  own,  &ca-  This  stale  charge 
was  fully  refuted  in  our  Message  of  the  seventeenth  of  May  last, 
and  now  repeated  without  taking  the  least  notice  of  that  Refutation. 
You  pay  your  own  wages  out  of  the  Provincial  money  when  the 
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Law  requires  and  provides  for  their  being  paid  in  another  manner. 
This  charge  is  premature,  as  we  have  not  yet  paid  ourselves  any 
wages  out  of  any  money.  We  gave  the  Governor,  indeed,  Five  hun- 
dred pounds  out  of  this  Provincial  Money,  tho'  the  Law  requires 
and  provides  for  his  being  supported  by  Licenses  of  publick  Houses, 
Fees,  &c*''  but  that  he  might  be  sure  of  being  right  he  took  both. 
The  plain  state  of  the  matter  is  this :  By  the  County  Levy  act,  the 
Commissioners  and  Assessors  are  directed  'to  adjust  and  settle  the 
sum  and  sums  of  money  which  ought  of  necessity  to  be  raised  Yearly 
to  pay  for  Representatives'  Service  in  General  Assembly,  and  to  de- 
fray the  charges  of  Building  and  repairing  of  Court-Houses,  Prisons, 
Work-houses,  Bridges,  and  Cause-ways,  and  for  destroying  of  Wolves, 
&"•'  and  to  lay  a  Tax  for  these  purposes/  But  other  acts  of  Assem- 
bly having  directed  that  the  provincial  Money  arising  from  the  Loan 
Office  &  excise  < shall  be  disposed  of  as  the  Assembly  of  this  Pro- 
vince shall  direct  and  appoint/  former  Assemblies  have  for  many 
Years  past  paid  Provincial  charges  and  the  publick  salaries  out  of 
that  Provincial  Money,  and  among  others  their  own  small  wages. 
Hence,  it  happened  that  the  Wages  being  otherways  paid  the  Com- 
missioners and  Assessors  found  no  necessity  of  raising  a  Tax  for 
that  purpose,  and  therefore  have  not  done  it,  being  no  more  obliged 
to  do  it  without  such  necessity  than  to  tax  for  building  Court  Houses 
when  they  have  them  already  built,  or  to  repair  them  when  they 
need  no  Repairs,  or  to  pay  for  Wolves  heads  when  none  are  killed. 
As  to  the  other  charge  of  not  keeping  the  Borrowers  in  the  Loan 
office  strictly  up  to  their  yearly  payments  as  the  Law  required,  We 
beg  leave  to  say  that  we  cannot  think  this  House  is  strictly  account- 
able for  all  the  Faults  of  their  any  more  than  the  Governor  for  the 
faults  of  his  Predecessors,  nor  that  every  forbearing  to  execute  a  Law 
is  properly  called  dispensing  with  Law.  If  it  were,  the  Executive 
power  in  most  Governments  is  greatly  chargeable  with  the  same  Of- 
fence. For  our  parts,  when  the  Governor  is  pleased  to  load  with  this 
charge,  we  did  in  May  last  expressly  ordered  the  Trustees  to  use  the 
utmost  of  their  Care  and  Diligence  to  collect  the  outstanding  Quotas 
and,  to  quicken  them,  drew  orders  on  them  nearly  for  the  amount; 
but  as  a  severe  Execution  of  that  Law  would  in  some  cases  have  been 
extreamly  injurious,  as  the  Evil  had  been  almost  imperceptibly  grow- 
ing and  gradually  stole  upon  the  Assemblies  in  a  long  course  of  Years, 
and  as  a  sudden  sale  of  all  delinquent  Estates  to  recover  their  respec- 
tive Quotas  would  have  been  the  ruin  of  many,  and  no  Depreciation  of 
the  Money  or  other  considerable  Inconvenience  has  followed  the 
forbearance,  we  conceive  that  former  Trustees  and  Assemblies,  who 
gained  nothing  to  themselves  by  this  Indulgence  of  the  people,  tho' 
not  free  from  blame,  deserves  a  less  severe  censure  thau  the  Govcr- 
ner  is  disposed  to  throw  upon  them.  The  charge,  perhaps,  amounts 
to  little  more  than  this,  that  they  did  not  exact  from  the  people  the 
payments  that  by  Law  they  ought  to  have  exacted,  which  the  Gov- 
ernor calls  dispening  with  a  Law.  They  are  not,  however,  charge- 
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able  with  exacting  Money  from  the  people  which  by  law  they  had 
no  right  to  exact,  as  we  apprehend  the  Governor  does  in  the  Fees 
for  Marriages  Licenses,  by  which  many  thousand  Pounds  have  been 
drawn  from  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province.  If  this  be  not  dis- 
pensing with  Law  'tis  making  Law,  and  we  presume  the  Governor 
alone  has  no  more  right  to  do  the  one  than  the  Assembly  alone  the 
other.  The  last  of  this  string  of  charges,  'that  we  have  taken 
upon  us  to  administer  the  affirmation  to  our  Clerk,  and  several  of 
our  Members  not  Quakers/  is  a  total  mistake  in  point  of  Fact.  As 
an  Assembly  we  disclaim  any  Right  of  administering  either  an 
Affirmation  or  an  Oath,  and  have  never  administered  an  oath  or 
affirmation  to  our  Clerk  or  any  Member,  but  whenever  an  oath  or 
affirmation  is  administered  in  the  House  it  is  done  by  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  And  our  Members  are  always  qualified  according  to 
Law. 

"  The  Governor  is  pleased  to  say,  'we  have  often  mentioned  what 
we  have  done  to  promote  the  Success  of  his  Majesty's  Arms  under 
General  Braddock.'  We  own  that  we  have  often  mentioned  this, 
but  we  have  been  forced  to  it  by  the  Governor's  asserting  as  often 
in  his  Messages,  contrary  to  known  Fact,  that  we  had  done  nothing 
and  would  do  nothing  of  that  kind.  But  it  seems  we  take  to  our- 
selves the  services  of  particular  men,  in  which  the  Governor  says 
we  had  no  hand,  and  adds,  i  that  had  we  in  time  opened  the  proper 
Roads,  raised  men,  and  provided  Carriages  and  necessary  provisions 
for  the  Troops,  we  might  now  have  been  in  peacable  possession  of 
Fort  Du  Quesne.'  We  beg  leave  to  ask  the  Governor,  Has  the 
Body  no  share  in  what  is  done  by  its  Members  ?  Has  the  House 
no  hand  in  what  is  done  by  its  Committees?  Has  it  no  hand 
in  what  is  done  by  Virtue  of  its  own  Resolves  and  orders  ?  Did 
we  not  many  weeks  before  the  Troops  arrived  vote  Five  Thousand 
pounds  for  purchasing  fresh  victuals  and  other  necessaries  for 
their  use  ?  Did  we  not  even  borrow  money  on  our  own  Credit 
to  purchase  those  provisions  when  the  Governor  had  rejected  our 
Bill  ?  Will  the  Governor  deny  this  when  he  himself  once  charged 
it  upon  us  as  a  Crime?  Were  not  the  provisions  actually  pur- 
chased by  our  Committee  the  full  Quantity  required  by  the  Com- 
missary, and  carried  by  Land  to  Virginia  at  our  Expence  even  be- 
fore they  were  wanted  ?  Did  the  army  ever  want  Provisions  till 
they  had  abandoned  or  destroyed  them  ?  Are  there  not  even  now 
some  scores  of  Tons  of  it  lying  at  Fort  Cumberland  and  Conego- 
chieg?  Did  the  Governor  ever  mention  the  opening  of  Roads  to 
ns  before  the  Eighteenth  of  March,  tho'  the  Requisition  was  made 
to  him  by  the  Quarter  Master  General  in  January  ?  Did  we  not 
in  a  few  days  after  send  him  up  a  Bill  to  provide  for  the  Expence, 
which  he  refused  ?  Did  not  the  Governor  proceed,  nevertheless,  to 
appoint  Commissioners  and  engage  Labourers  for  opening  the  Road, 
whom  we  afterwards  agreed  to  pay  out  of  the  Money  we  happened 
to  have  in  our  power  ?    Did  the  work  ever  stop  a  moment  through 
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any  Default  of  ours  ?  Was  the  Road  ever  intended  for  a  March  of 
the  Troops  to  the  Ohio  ?  Was  it  not  merely  to  open  a  communica- 
tion with  this  Province  for  the  more  convenient  supplying  them 
with  Provisions  when  they  should  be  arrived  there?  Did  they 
wait  in  the  least  for  this  Road  ?  Had  they  not  as  many  men  as 
they  wanted,  &  many  from  this  Province  ?  Were  they  not  more 
numerous  than  the  Enemy  they  went  to  oppose,  even  after  the 
General  had  left  near  half  his  army  fifty  miles  behind  him  ?  Were 
not  all  the  carriages  they  demanded,  being  one  hundred  and  fifty, 
engaged,  equipt,  and  sent  forward  in  a  few  days  after  the  Demand, 
and  many  at  Wills'  Creek  many  days  before  the  army  was  ready  to 
march  ?  With  what  face  then  of  Probability  can  the  Governor 
undertake  to  say  ( That  had  we  in  time  opened  the  proper  roads, 
raised  Men,  and  provided  Carriages  and  necessary  Provisions  for 
the  Troops,  we  might  now  have  been  in  peacable  possession  of 
Fort  Du  Quesne  V 

"  The  Governor  is  pleased  to  doubt  our  having  such  letters  as 
we  mentioned,  we  are,  therefore,  in  our  own  vindication  under  a 
necessity  of  quoting  to  him  some  part  of  them,  and  will  shew  him 
the  originals  whenever  he  shall  please  to  require  it.  The  General's 
Secretary,  in  his  Letter  of  the  tenth  of  May  to  one  of  our  Mem- 
bers (who  in  pursuance  of  a  Resolve  of  the  House  for  the  service 
of  the  Army  waited  on  the  General  at  Frederick,  and  there  occa- 
sionally undertook  the  furnishing  of  Waggons,  which  he  performed 
with  the  assistance  of  some  other  Members  of  the  Committee,  and 
for  that  and  other  services  to  the  Troops  received  the  Thanks  of 
the  House  at  his  return),  says,  *  You  have  done  us  great  service  in 
the  Execution  of  the  Business  you  have  kindly  undertaken,  and 
indeed  without  it  I  don't  see  how  the  service  could  have  been  carried 
on,  as  the  Expectations  from  Maryland  have  come  to  nothing.' 
And  again,  in  his  Letter  of  May  the  14th,  <  The  General  orders  me 
to  acquaint  you  that  he  is  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  the  great  care 
and  readiness  with  which  you  have  executed  the  Business  you  under- 
took for  him.  At  your  request  he  will  with  pleasure  discharge  the 
Servants  that  may  have  inlisted  in  the  Forces  undefr  his  Command, 
or  any  others  to  whom  you  may  desire  a  Discharge,  and  desires  that 
you  would  for  that  purpose  send  him  their  Names  f  and  again  in  his 
Letter  of  May  the  twentieth,  l  I  have  only  time  to  thank  you  once 
more  in  the  name  of  the  General  and  every  body  concerned  for  the  Ser- 
vice You  have  done,  which  has  been  conducted  throughout  with  the 
greatest  prudence  and  most  generous  Spirit  for  the  public  Service. ' 
The  General's  own  Letter,  dated  the  twenty-ninth  of  May,  mentions 
and  acknowledges  the  provisions  *  given  by  the  Pennsylvania  As- 
sembly' [tho'  the  Governor  will  allow  us  to  have  had  'no  hand'  in 
it],  and  says,  l  Your  regard  for  his  Majesty's  service  and  assistance 
to  the  present  Expedition  deserve  my  sincerest  Thanks,'  kct"  Colo- 
nel Dunbar  writes  in  his  Letter  of  May  the  thirteenth  concerning 
the  present  of  Refreshments  and  carriage  horses  sent  up  for  the 
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Subalturns,  i  I  am  desired  by  all  the  Gentlemen  who  the  Com- 
mittee have  been  so  good  as  to  think  of  in  so  genteel  a  manner,  to 
return  them  their  hearty  thanks /  and  again,  on  the  twenty-first  of 
May,  '  Your  kind  present  is  now  all  arrived,  and  shall  be  equally 
divided  to-morrow  between  Sir  Peter  Halket's  Subalterns  and  mine, 
which  I  apprehend  will  be  agreeable  to  the  Committee's  intent. 
This  I  have  made  known  to  the  officers  of  both  Regiments,  who 
unanimously  desire  me  to  return  the  generous  Benefactors  their 
most  hearty  thanks,  to  which  be  pleased  to  add  mine,  &ca'/  and  Sir 
Peter  Halket  in  his  of  the  twenty-third  of  May  says,  '  The  Officers 
of  my  Regiment  are  most  sensible  of  the  Favours  conferred  on  the 
Subalterns  by  your  Assembly,  who  have  made  them  so  well-timed 
and  so  handsome  a  present.  At  their  request  and  Desire  I  return 
their  Thanks,  and  to  the  acknowledgements  of  the  Officers  beg  leave 
to  add  mine,  which  you,  I  hope,  will  do  me  the  favour  for  the  whole 
to  offer  to  the  Assembly,  and  to  assure  them  that  we  shall  on  every 
occasion  do  them  the  Justice  due  for  so  seasonable  and  well  judged 
an  act  of  Generosity/  There  are  more  of  the  same  kind,  but 
these  may  suffice  to  shew  that  we  had  'some  hand  in  what 
was  done/  and  that  we  did  not,  as  the  Governor  supposes, 
deviate  from  the  Truth,  when  in  our  just  and  necessary  vindication 
against  his  Groundless,  cruel,  and  repeated  Charge,  '  that  we  had 
refused  the  proper,  necessary,  &  timely  assistance  to  an  Army  sent 
to  protect  the  Colonies/  we  alledged  'that  we  had  supplied  that 
army  plentifully  with  all  they  asked  of  us,  and  more  than  all,  and 
had  Letters  from  the  late  General  and  other  principal  Officers  ac- 
knowledging our  care  and  thanking  us  cordially  for  our  Services/ 
If  the  General  ever  wrote  differently  of  us  to  the  King's  Ministers, 
it  must  have  been  while  he  was  under  the  first  Impressions  given 
him  by  the  Governor  to  our  Disadvantage  and  before  he  knew  us, 
and  we  think  with  the  Governor  that  if  he  had  lived  he  was  too 
honest  a  Man  not  to  have  retracted  those  mistaken  accounts  of  us 
and  done  us  ample  Justice. 

"The  Governor  concludes  with  telling  us  'if  our  minutes  be  ex- 
amined for  fifteen  Years  past,  in  them  will  be  found  more  frivolous 
Controversies,  unparallelled  abuses  of  Governors,  and  more  undu- 
tifulness  to  the  Crown,  than  in  all  the  rest  of  his  Majesty's  Colo- 
nies put  together/  The  Minutes  are  printed  and  in  many  hands, 
who  may  Judge  on  examining  them  whether  any  abuses  of  Gover- 
nors and  undutifulness  to  the  Crown  are  to  be  found  in  them. 
Controversies,  indeed,  there  are  too  many,  but  as  our  Assemblies 
are  yearly  changing,  while  our  Proprietaries  during  that  Term  have 
remained  the  same,  and  have  probably  given  their  Governors  the 
same  Instructions,  we  must  leave  others  to  guess  from  what  Root  it 
is  most  likely  that  those  Controversies  should  continually  spring. 
As  to  frivolous  Controversies  we  never  had  so  many  of  them  as 
since  our  present  Governor's  administration,  and  all  raised  by  him- 
self, and  we  may  venture  to  say  that  during  that  one  Year,  scarce 
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yet  expired,  there  have  been  more  t  unparallelled  abuses '  of  this 
people  and  their  Representatives  in  Assembly,  than  in  all  the 
Years  put  together  since  the  Settlement  of  the  Province. 

"  We  are  now  to  take  our  leave  of  the  G-overnor,  and  indeed, 
since  he  hopes  no  good  from  us  nor  we  from  him,  'tis  time  we 
should  be  parted.  If  our  Constituents  disapprove  our  Conduct,  a 
few  days  will  give  them  an  opportunity  of  changing  us  by  a  new 
election,  and  could  the  Governor  be  as  soon  and  as  easily  changed, 
Pennsylvania  would,  we  apprehend,  deserve  much  less  the  charac- 
ter he  gives  it,  of  an  unfortunate  Country. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  House, 

"ISAAC  NORRIS,  Speaker. 

"  September  29th,  1755." 

The  Governor  having  received  a  Confirmation  of  the  entire  de- 
feat of  the  French  under  General  Deiskau  in  their  attack  of  Gen- 
eral Johnson  on  Lake  St.  Sacrament,  sent  the  following  Message 
to  the  Indians : 

"By  the  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire, 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania,  &  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex, 
upon  Delaware, 

"  To  all  our  Indian  Brethren  &  Allies  on  the  River  Susquehannah 
or  elsewhere  within  the  said  Province  Greeting. 

"Agreeable  to  the  Treaties  of  Friendship  between  this  Govern- 
ment and  the  Indian  Nations,  I  take  this  first  opportunity  of  com- 
municating to  You  the  agreeable  account  I  have  received  of  a 
Battle  that  was  fought  on  the  6th  Instant  on  Lake  St.  Sacrament, 
now  called  Lake  St.  George,  between  General  Johnson  and  Mon- 
sieur Dieskau  the  French  General,  in  which  the  English  have  ob- 
tained the  victory,  and  have  wounded  Monsr-  Dieskau,  the  General, 
•and  taken  him  prisoner  with  his  Aid-Pc-Camp  ^,nd  many  of  his 
Officers,  and  killed  Eight  hundred  Soldiers.  It  was  fouglit  for  a 
long  time  and  with  great  Spirit  on  both  sides,  but  the  French  were 
at  last  obliged  to  retreat  and  fly  away. 

"  Our  Brethren,  the  Indians,  behaved  extraordinary  well  in  the 
action  and  lost  some  of  their  men,  but  we  have  not  yet  heard  how 
many  nor  who  they  are,  when  we  do  we  shall  write  you  the  par- 
ticulars. 

"I  most  heartily  congratulate  all  the  Indians  on  this  success  of 
General  Johnson,  and  have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  You  that 
the  number  of  French  killed,  wounded,  and  taken  prisoners,  ex- 
ceeded the  number  of  all  the  English  who  fell  in  the  unfortunate 
action  on  the  Banks  of  the  Monongahela,  Monsr-  Dieskau,  now 
General  Johnston's  prisoner,  was  a  person  of  extraordinary  ooU  in 
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France,  being  a  Marischal-De-Camp  and  Commander  of  all  the 
Forces  in  North  America. 

u  The  request  delivered  by  Tohashwughdonyiondy,  called  by  the 
English  the  Belt,  is  now  before  the  wise  men  of  this  Province,  and 
he  may  be  assured  I  will  send  him  my  answer  as  soon  as  I  know 
what  they*  will  enable  me  to  do. 

"  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Scarroyady's  Letter  and  thank 
him  for  his  Intelligence,  and  desire  he  will  continue  to  give  me  the 
earliest  accounts  of  every  thing  he  judges  of  Importance  enough 
for  this  Government  to  be  acquainted  with." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Saturday  the  4th  October. 
1755. 

PRESENT : 

Robert  Strettel,  ~\ 

Joseph  Turner,    v  Esquires. 

Richard  Peters,  ) 
The  Sheriff's  having  made  the  returns  of  the  several  Elections, 
the  following  persons  were  commissionated  Sheriffs  and  Coroners 
for  the  ensuing  Year  : 


CD 


James  Coultas,  Sheriff,        «,.,  .  Lt;    n       , 
mi  ^     -.  >  n         '      y  Philadelphia  County. 

1  nomas  Boucle,  Coroner,  j  r  J 

Benjamin  Chapman,  Sher.,  1  ^^  c 

oimon  Butler,  Coroner,        j  J 

John  Fairlamb,  Sheriff,  )  ni      ,      n        ,    . 

T    ,       m,  n  r  Chester  County. 

Joshua  Thompson,  Coroner,  j  J 

Joseph  Puffh,  Sheriff,  )  T  ,';  .•«., 

n/r  .A.-      ai       i,   n  r  Lancaster  Coy. 

Matthias  felough,  Coroner,  j  J 

Josph  Adlum,  Sheriff,  1 Y    V  P       t 

Zachariah  Sugars,  Coron'r.  j  7' 

Jn°-  Potter,  Sheriff,  )  n      ,     ,      in>± 

Ezekiel  Dunning,  Coron'r.  }  Cumberland  C  ty. 
William  Boone,  Sheriff,  1  "R    i     py. 

Benjamin  Pearson,  Coroner,  j 
Nich3-  Scull,  Sheriff,  }  XT    .       .       nv 

Tho*;  Armstrong,  Coroner^  }  N"  AmPton  C'' 
William  Goldensher,  Sheriff,  )  AT  ,,     ~v- 

Eobert  Morrison,  Coroner,     j  Newcastle  C- 
Cseser  Rodney,  Sheriff,  )  Tr     ,  ~ 
French  Rattle,  Cor"     '}  Kent  County. 

Jacob  Kollock,  Junr-  Sheriff,  )  a  _ 

Payntcr  Stocklcy,  Cor"  '  Susses  C' 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia  on  Thursday  the  16th  October, 
1755. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  &ca- 

Robert  Strettel,  "William  Logan,       ")  -p 

Richard  Peters,  Lynford  Lardner,    j       ^ 

A  Message  by  eight  members  to  the  Governor  last  night  that  the 
house  was  met  according  to  Charter  and  had  chosen  their  Speaker, 
and  desired  to  know  when  &  where  they  might  present  him. 

A  Message  by  the  Secretary  that  the  Governor  with  his  Council 
was  in  the  Council  Chamber  and  ready  to  receive  the  House  &  their 
Speaker. 

Isaac  Norris,  Esq.,  addressed  the  Governor,  acquainting  him 
that  a  full  number  of  Representatives  was  met  and  had  chosen  him 
for  their  Speaker,  which  office  he  would  execute  with  the  Gov- 
ernor's Concurrence.  The  Governor  approved  their  choice,  and 
then  Mr.  Norris  requested  the  usual  Privileges. 

After  the  Speaker  and  the  House  were  withdrawn,  the  Gov- 
ernor informed  the  Council  that  several  persons  near  the  Bounda- 
ries of  Maryland  had  been  disturbed  by  Maryland  Surveyors,  and 
that  on  their  several  petitions  he  had  wrote  a  Letter  to  Governor 
Sharpe,  which  was  read  in  these  words : 

A  Letter  to  Governor  Sharpe  from  Governor  Morris. 
"Sir: 

"  I  have  received  a  petition  from  several  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Air  Townp>  situate  on  the  Waters  of  the  Conolloways,  a  Branch  of 
the  River  Potomack  within  the  County  of  Cumberland,  setting 
forth  that  they  and  their  neighbours  have  been  lately  disturbed  by 
some  Officers  and  Surveyors  from  your  Government,  tho'  they  have 
for  many  Years  paid  Taxes  within  this  Province,  and  have  settled 
their  Lands  under  the  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania.  They  say, 
likewise,  that  some  of  their  possessions  have  been  lately  surveyed 
by  the  Surveyors  of  Frederick  County,  in  virtue  of  Warrants  from 
Lord  Baltimore's  Land  Office,  and  that  they  are  threatened  with 
an  armed  force  as  you  will  see  by  their  Petition,  which  is  Copied 
and  herewith  sent. 

"It  is  a  little  surprizing  that  at  such  a  time  of  Publick  Danger 
&  Calamity  these  unneighbourly  practices  should  be  carrried  on, 
tho'  I  am  very  well  persuaded  they  are  unknown  to  you,  and  that 
you  will  discountenance  them  the  moment  you  are  told  of  them. 

"It  may  happen  that  your  people  may  have  settled  in  some 
places  northward  of  the  Temporary  Line  and  ours  to  the  South- 
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ward  of  it,  but  if  that  Line  be  continued  for  a  few  Miles  it  will 
soon  be  known  which  of  them  are  rightly  settled.  I  therefore 
propose  it  to  you  to  have  this  forthwith  done,  the  month  of  No- 
vember is  one  of  the  best  in  the  Year  for  this  service,  and  if  begun 
then  it  may  be  finished  before  the  severe  Weather  comes  on. 

u  If  this  be  agreeable  to  you  I  will  issue  a  Commission  to  Mr. 
G-eorge  Stevenson  and  Mr.  John  Armstrong,  surveyors  of  the  two 
Counties  that  border  on  the  Temporary  Line,  and  to  join  with  any 
two  you  shall  please  to  appoint  for  this  purpose. 

u  I  have  sent  orders  to  the  Officers  &  Surveyors  of  the  County  of 
Cumberland  not  to  disturb  any  persons  settled  under  Lord  Balti- 
more, nor  to  Survey  the  Lands  on  which  any  of  your  people  are 
settled,  and  I  must  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  send  the  like  orders  to 
the  Officers  of  Frederick  County." 

"I  am,  Sir,  Your  very  humble  Servant, 

" ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 

"  Philadelphia,  7th  October,  1755." 

The  Governor  then  laid  before  the  Board  a  Letter  from  Sir  Thomas 
Robinson  of  the  19th  of  June,  which  he  received  last  night  inclosed 
in  a  Letter  from  G-overnor  Dinwiddie.  Likewise  he  ordered  several 
Letters  to  be  read  &  entered  relating  to  Indian  affairs,  observing 
with  concern  that  they  had  begun  depredations  in  the  neighbouring 
Colonies,  and  expressing  his  Fears  that  it  would  not  be  long  before 
we  might  expect  the  like  Treatment. 


A  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  Conrad  Weiser. 
11  Honoured  Sir : 

u  By  this  I  inform  your  Honour  that  my  Sons  are  returned  from 
Shamokin,  where  they  have  been  by  your  Honour's  order  to  ac- 
quaint our  Friendly  Indians  of  the  Success  of  Gi-en1-  Johnson  against 
the  French  on  Lake  George.  Sammy  was  poorly  when  your  Hon- 
our's orders  arrived,  therefore  did  not  care  to  venture  alone,  so 
took  one  of  his  Brothers  with  him.  The  Indians  were  exceedingly 
pleased  with  the  news,  and  returned  thanks  to  your  Honour  for 
giving  them  such  early  Notice. 

"  On  the  first  of  this  Instant  Tohaskwuchtonirent  (the  belt)  with 
Zigarea,  James  Logan,  and  Jonathan,  arrived  at  my  House  &  made 
the  following  Speech : 

u  l  Brother  Onas  (the  Belt  Speaker)  :  We  let  you  know  that 
upon  certain  News  we  received  a  few  days  ago  from  Oneido,  one  of 
the  Six  United  Nations,  We  have  agreed  among  ourselves  to  settle 
at  Shamokin,  and  to  summons  and  exort  all  our  Indian  Brethren  to 
come  and  settle  there  and  live  and  die  with  us. 
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" e  We,  therefore,  desire  you  to  supply  us  with  Provision,  Powder, 
Lead,  Tobacco,  and  Vermillion,  and  as  it  is  most  certain  by  the  last 
Message  we  received  a  few  days  ago  from  Oneido,  that  Warr  is  pro- 
claimed between  the  Six  United  Nations  and  the  French  and  their 
Allies,  those  of  the  Six  Nations  that  have  French  hearts  may  go  to 
their  wicked  Father  Onontio  (we  hope  a  very  few  will),  the  Six 
United  Nations  with  their  Allies  will  certainly  Chastize  Onontio 
for  his  Wickedness.  We  pray  Brother  Onas  &  the  people  of  Penn- 
sylvania not  to  leave  us  in  the  lurch,  but  to  supply  us  with  necessa- 
ries to  enable  us  to  fight  the  French.  This  is  the  earnest  request  of 
us  the  Warriors,  the  Councellors,  and  our  Wives  and  Children/ 
Here  he  gave  a  large  string  of  Wampum. 

u  As  to  the  provision,  I  explained  to  them  the  Resolve  of  the 
House  of  General  Assembly,  at  which  resolve  they  were  glad  and 
returned  thanks. 

"  As  to  the  ammunition,  I  told  them  I  would  send  their  Speech 
to  Onas  (the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania),  for  him  to  consider  it 
with  the  wise  men  of  Pennsylvania  who  would  soon  meet,  as  soon 
as  they  resolved  upon  any  thing,  they,  our  Brethren  the  Indians  at 
Shamokin,  should  know.  They  desired  me  to  recommend  their  case 
in  the  best  manner  I  could,  and  I  promised  to  do  it.  The  Indians 
will  go  away  to-morrow.  I  have  nothing  to  add,  but  am, 
"  Honoured  Sir,  Your  very  obedient, 

"  CONRAD  WEISER. 

"  Heidelberg  in  Berks,  October  4th,  1755/' 


A  Letter  from  William  Trent  to  Col°- James  Bur d  at  Shippensburgh. 

"  Mouth  of  Conegochege,  Octr-  Saturday  4,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"  Last  night  came  to  the  Mill  at  Wolgomoths  an  Express  going 
to  the  Governor  of  Maryland  with  an  account  of  the  Inhabitants 
being  out  on  Patterson's  Creek ;  and'about  the  Fort  the  Express 
says,  there  is  forty  killed  and  taken,  and  that  one  whole  family  was 
burnt  to  Death  in  an  house.  The  Indians  destroy  all  before  them  ; 
firing  Houses,  Barns,  Stackyards,  and  every  thing  that  will  burn. 
Jenny  McClanc,  the  Girl  that  lived  with  Eraser,  was  taken  just  by 
the  Fort;  the  man  that  was  with  her  had  his  Horse  shot  through, 
but  carried  him  off;  the  mischief  was  all  done  partly  at  one  time, 
Wednesday,  between  eight  and  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  all  the 
Inhabitants  back  are  flying.  I  expect  we  shall  soon  be  the  Fron- 
tier ;  my  Complements  to  Mrs.  Burd,  <fc  I  am, 

"  Sir,  Your  most  humble  servant, 

"  WILLIAM  TRENT. 
"  Sunday  Morning. 

"  Since  I  wrote  the  above,  I  see  another  express  come  down  to 
VOL.  VI. — 41. 
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get  the  Militia  to  raise,  lie  says,  two  and  forty  they  buried  on  Pat- 
terson's Creek  within  a  few  Miles  of  the  Mouth,  they  durst  not 
venture  higher  up,  but  as  there  is  no  word  from  any  of  them,  with- 
out doubt  they  are  all  killed ;  and  since  they  have  killed  more,  and 
keep  on  killing,  the  woods  is  alive  with  them  ;  how  long  will  those 
in  power  by  their  Quarrels  suffer  us  to  be  massacred  ?  Its  time  for 
every  body  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  their  Families. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Yours, 

"W.  T." 

A  Letter  from  George  Croghan,  Esqr.,  at  Aughwick  to  Mr.    Chas- 
Swaine  at  Shippensburg. 

"  Aughwick,  October  9th,  1755. 
"Dear  Sir: 

"  On  my  return  home  I  met  with  an  Indian  from  Ohio  who  gives 
me  the  following  accounts  :  That  about  14  days  ago  he  left  Ohio,  at 
that  time  there  was  about  160  Men  ready  to  set  out  to  harrass  the 
English,  which  probably  they  be  those  doing  the  Mischiefs  on 
Potomack.  He  says  the  French  Fort  is  not  very  strong  with  men 
at  present.  He  likewise  says  that  he  is  of  opinion  the  Indians  will 
do  no  mischief  on  the  Inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania  till  they  can 
draw  all  the  Indians  out  of  the  Province  and  off  Sasquehanna, 
which  they  are  now  industriously  endeavouring  to  do  j  and  he  de- 
sires me  as  soon  as  I  see  the  Indians  remove  from  Sasquehanna 
back  to  Ohio  to  shift  my  quarters,  for  he  says  that  the  French  will, 
if  possible,  lay  all  the  back  frontiers  in  ruins  this  Winter. 

"This  man  was  sent  by  a  few  of  my  old  Indian  Friends  to  give 
me  this  caution,  that  I  might  save  my  scalps,  which  he  says  would 
be  no  small  Prize  to  the  French ;  and  he  has  ordered  me  to  keep  it 
private  so  that  I  don't  intend  to  communicate  it  to  any  body  but 
you.  I  don't  know  whether  the  Governor  should  be  made  ac- 
quainted with  it  or  no;  but  if  you  judge  it  proper  write  the  Gov- 
ernor the  whole,  but  at  the  same  time  request  him  to  keep  it  a  secret 
from  whom  he  had  his  Information,  for  if  it  should  be  made  publick 
to  the  Interpreters  or  Indians  it  may  cost  me  and  the  man  I  had  my 
Information  from  our  Lives;  and,  moreover,  the  best  method  to 
frustrate  their  Designs  will  be  for  the  Governor  not  to  let  the  In- 
dians know  that  he  is  acquainted  with  their  design,  but  to  conduct 
the  affair  privately,  so  as  not  to  let  the  Indians  know  he  has  any 
suspicion  of  them.  Indeed  it  is  only  what  I  thought  the  Indians 
always  aimed  at,  and  what  I  feared  they  would  accomplish,  for  I 
see  all  our  great  Directors  of  Indian  affairs  are  very  short  sighted, 
and  glad  I  am  that  I  have  no  hand  in  Indian  affairs  at  this  critical 
time,  where  no  fault  can  be  thrown  on  my  shoulders. 

"I  am,  Dear  Sir,  Your  most  humble  Servant, 

"GEO.  CROGHAN. 
"  To  Mr.  Charles  Swaine. 

"  P.  S. — Sir;  if  you  could  possibly  Lend  me  6  guns  with  powder, 
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20  of  Lead  by  the  bearer,  I  will  return  them  in  about  15  days, 
when  I  can  get  some  from  the  Mouth  of  Conegochege.  I  hope  to 
have"  my  Stockade  finished  by  the  middle  of  next  week. 

"G.  C." 


A  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  Mr.    Charles  Swaine  of  Strip- 

pensburg. 

"  May  it  please  your  Honour : 

"  This  evening  I  received  the  inclosed  from  Mr.  Croghan,  &  con- 
sidering its  importance  have  sent  the  person,  who  is  Laborer  at  the 
Stores,  upon  My  Horse  that  it  may  be  safely  delivered  into  your 
Honour's  Hands.  Mr.  Croghan  was  here  on  Monday,  and  as  the 
news  had  arrived  of  the  Ravages  committed  in  Virginia,  I  pressed 
him  as  he  was  going  to  Aughwick  that  he  would  get  me  some  Intel- 
ligence as  to  what  Indians  they  were  who  were  committing  such 
Ravage  and  their  Intentions,  which  I  thought  he  might  in  some 
measure  do,  as  he  had  informed  me  that  there  were  some  Indians 
hunting  in  his  Neighbourhood,  and  in  compliance  with  my  request 
I  received  the  inclosed  Letter  by  a  Servant  of  Mr.  Croghan' s  whom 
was  sent  over  with  a  horse  purchased  by  a  Gentleman  in  this  Neigh- 
bourhood. As  to  the  Indian  affairs  in  Virginia  and  Maryland,  we 
hear  they  were  continuing  their  cruelties  on  the  South  branch  on 
Tuesday  last,  have  an  Encampment  at  George's  Creek  near  the 
Fort,  and  from  thence  make  their  Excursions.  By  a  prisoner  taken 
and  escaped  from  the  Indians,  they  are  known  to  be  the  Shawnese 
&  Delawares,  under  the  command  of  one  Shingo,  who  &  most  of  his 
Company  were  at  the  Carlisle  Treaty. 

"  Your  Honour's  most  Dutiful  and  Obedient  Servant, 

"CHARLES  SWAINE. 
"  Shippensburg,  October  10th,  at  Night,  1755. 
"  To  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania." 


A  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  Governor  Sliarpc  of  Annapolis. 

"  Annapolis,  October  11th,  1755. 
«  Sir : 

"  Within  a  few  days  I  have  received  several  Letters  by  Express 
from  Captain  Dagworthy,  who  commands  the  Garrison  consisting  of 
137  men  at  Fort  Cumberland,  and  from  some  other  people  advising 
me  that  the  Indians  have  since  the  first  instant  cut  off  a  great  many 
Families  who  lived  near  Fort  Cumberland  and  on  both  sides  of  Pow- 
towmack  some  miles  eastward  of  the  Fort.  It  is  supposed  that  near 
100  persons  have  been  murthered  or  carried  away  Prisoners  by  these 
Barbarians,  who  have  burnt  the  Houses  and  ravaged  all  the  Planta- 
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tions  in  that  part  of  the  Country.  Parties  of  the  Enemy  appear 
within  sight  of  Fort  Cumberland  every  day,  and  frequently  in 
greater  numbers  than  the  Garrison  consists  of.  As  I  presume ' twill 
not  be  long  before  these  people  pay  a  visit  to  your  Borders,  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  intimating  what  I  think  may  be  expected,  and 
am, 

"  Sir,  Your  most  humble  &  Obedient  Servant, 

"  HOE0-  SHARPS. 

"  GOVERNOR  MORRIS." 

The  Governor  called  for  Sir  Thomas  Robinson's  Letter,  which 
was  particularly  considered,  ordered  to  be  entered,  &  follows  in  these 
words : 

A  Letter  to  the  Governor  from  Sir   Tkos-  Robinson,  Secretary  of 

State. 

u  Whitehall,  June  19th,  1755. 
"  Sir : 

"I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  9th  April  last,  and  am  to 
acquaint  you  that  it  is  the  Express  command  of  the  Lords  Justices 
that  you  should  not  draw  Bills  upon  the  pay  Master  General  or  his 
Deputy,  or  upon  any  other  person,  and  that  you  should  not  issue 
any  Warrants  for  Money  for  the  discharge  of  such  Expences  as  have 
been  or  may  be  incurred  on  account  of  the  Services  or  Operations 
to  be  performed  by  you,  or  in  any  respect  under  your  Direction  in 
North  America.  But  the  Lords  Justices  are  pleased  to  Direct  that 
upon  all  such  occasions  you  shall  apply  for  such  sums  of  Money  as 
shall  so  become  necessary,  and  are  not  properly  chargeable  to  the 
account  of  your  Government,  to  Major  General  Braddock,  or  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  his  Majestie's  Forces  for  the  time  being  in 
North  America. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"T.  ROBINSON. 

"  Governor  of  Pennsylvania." 


The  18th  October,  1755. 
A  Message  was  delivered  to  the  Governor  by  two  Members  that 
the  House  had  finished  their  usual  Business,  and  unless  the  Gover- 
nor had  any  thing  to  lay  before  them,  particularly  any  matter  relat- 
ing to  Indian  affairs,  they  proposed  to  adjourn  to  the  first  of  Decem- 
ber if  he  had  no  objection  to  it.  The  Governor  answered  that  if 
he  had  any  thing  to  have  communicated  to  them  he  would  have 
done  it  before  now,  as  he  must  go  to  his  other  Government,  nor  had 
he  any  objection  to  their  Adjournment  to  the  first  of  December. 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Newcastle,  on  Tuesday  the  28th  of  October, 
1755. 

PRESENT  : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 

tenant  Governor,  &*a- 

William  Till,  Richard  Peters,     Esq"- 

The  Governor  having  this  day  received  Intelligence  from  different 
parts  of  the  Country  that  some  Indians  had  actually  begun  Hostilities 
on  the  West  side  of  Sasquehannah,  and  had  either  killed  or  drove 
away  all  the  Inhabitants  settled  in  the  Upper  part  of  Cumberland 
County  at  a  place  called  John  Penn's  Creek,  about  4  miles  South 
from  Shamokin,  The  several  Papers  and  Letters  were  read  and 
ordered  to  be  entered. 

The  Intelligence  communicated  to  the  Assembly  now  sitting  by 
'Message,  &  it  was  considered  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to 
summon  the  Upper  Assembly  to  meet  forthwith,  and  the  Council 
being  of  Opinion  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary,  the  Writs  were 
prepared,  Sealed,  and  dispatched  by  Express  to  the  Sheriffs  of  the 
several  Counties  of  the  Province  to  summon  the  Assembly  to  meet 
on  the  3rd  of  November  next. 


A  Letter  to  the  Governor  from  Mr.  John  Harris  at  Paxton. 

"Paxton,  October  20th,  1755. 
ic  May  it  please  your  Honour  : 

"I  was  informed  last  night  by  a  Person  that  came  down  our 
River  that  there  was  a  Dutch  Woman  who  has  made  her  escape  to 
George  Gabriel's,  and  informs  that  last  Friday  Evening  on  her  way 
home  from  this  Settlement  to  Mahanoy  (or  Penn's  Creek),  whore 
her  family  lived,  she  called  at  a  Neighbour's  House  and  saw  two 
persons  laying  by  the  Door  of  said  House  murdered  and  scalped, 
and  there  was  some  Dutch  Familys  that  lived  near  left  their 
places  immediately,  not  thinking  it  safe  to  stay  any  longer.  Its 
the  opinion  of  the  people  up  the  River  that  the  Families  on  Penn's 
Creek  being  but  scattered,  that  few  in  number  are  killed  or  carried 
off  except  the  above  said  Woman,  the  certainty  of  which  will  soon 
be  known  as  there  is  some  men  gone  out  to  bury  the  Dead.  By 
report  this  Evening  I  was  likewise  informed  by  the  Belt  of  Wam- 
pum and  these  Indians  here  that  there  was  seen  near  Shamokin 
about  Six  days  ago  two  French  Indians  of  the  Conawago  Tribe.  I 
a  little  Doubted  the  truth  of  the  Report  at  first,  but  the  Indiana 
here  seemed  so  afraid  that  they  dispatched  Messengers  immediately 
to  the  Mountain  above  my  House  to  bring  in  some  of  their  Women 
that  were  gathering  Chesnuts  for  fear  of  their  being  killed. 

"P.  S. — By  a  person  just  arrived  down  our  River  we  have  a 
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Confirmation  of  two  Men  being  murdered  within  five  Miles  of  George 
Gabriel's,  four  women  carried  off,  &  there  is  one  man  wounded  in 
three  places  escaped  to  Gabriel's,  and  its  imagined  that  all  the  In- 
habitants on  Mr.  Penn's  Creek  &  little  Mahanoy  are  killed  or  carried 
off,  as  most  of  them  lives  much  higher  up  than  where  the  first  Mur- 
der was  discover'd.  The  Indian  Warriors  here  sends  you  these  two 
Strings  of  White  Wampum  and  the  Women  the  Black  one,  both 
requesting  that  you'l  lay  by  all  your  Council  Pipes  immediately  and 
open  all  your  Eyes  and  Ears  and  view  your  Slain  People  in  this 
Land,  and  to  put  a  stop  to  it  immediately  and  come  to  this  place  to 
our  assistance  without  any  delay,  and  the  Belt  of  Wampum  particu- 
larly mentions  that  the  Proprietors  and  your  Honour  would  imme- 
diately act  in  Defence  of  their  Country,  as  the  old  chain  of  Friend- 
ship now  is  broke  by  several  Nations  of  Indians,  and  it  seems  to  be 
such  times  as  they  never  expected  to  see  or  hear  off.  Any  Delay  of 
our  acting  Vigorously  now  at  this  time  will  be  the  loss  of  all  Indian 
Interest,  &  perhaps  our  ruin  in  these  parts.     I  am 

"  Your  honour's  most  Obedient  Servant, 

"  JOHN  HARRIS. 

"(Excuse  Blunders)." 
[Contind~] 

"  I  shall  use  my  Endeavour  to  get  a  number  of  my  Neighbours 
to  go  out  as  far  as  the  Murder  has  been  committed,  and  perhaps  to 
Shamokin,  to  know  the  minds  of  the  Indians  and  their  opinion  of 
these  times,  and  to  get  what  Intelligence  I  can  from  them,  and  to 
encourage  some  of  their  Young  men  to  Scout  about  back  of  our 
Frontiers  to  give  us  notice  of  the  enemy's  approach  if  possible  at 
any  time  hereafter.  I  heartily  wish  your  Honour  and. the  Assembly 
would  please  to  agree  on  some  method  at  this  time  towards  protect- 
ing this  Province,  as  this  part  of  it  seems  actually  in  Danger  now, 
for  should  but  a  company  of  Indians  come  &  Murder  but  a  few 
Families  hereabouts,  which  is  daily  expected,  the  situation  we  are 
in  would  oblige  numbers  to  abandon  their  places,  and  our  Cattle  and 
Provisions,  which  we  have  plenty  of,  must  then  fall  a  prey  to  the 
Enemy.  Our  Indians  here  seems  much  Discouraged  at  the  large 
numbers  of  Families  passing  by  here  every  day  on  account  of  the 
late  Murders  done  on  Potomack,  &  will  be  much  more  so  if  it  should 
happen  to  be  our  case.  There  was  two  Indian  Women  set  out  from 
here  two  days  ago  for  the  Ohio  for  to  bring  some  of  their  Relations 
(as  they  say)  down  here,  and  should  the  French  or  their  Indians  , 
hear  by  them,  as  they  will  be  enquiring  for  News,  the  effect  that 
their  late  murder  has  had  among  our  Inhabitants,  it  will  be  matter 
of  Encouragement  to  them. 

"  I  conclude  Your  Honour's  most  Obedient  and  most  humble 
Servant. 

"JOHN  HARRIS." 


PROVINCIAL  COUNCIL.  647 


A  Letter  to   Governor  Morris  from   Conrad   Weiser,  Esquire,  of 

Reading. 
11  Honoured  Sir : 

"I  take  this  opportunity  to  inform  you  I  received  news  from 
Shamokin  That  Six  families  have  been  murdered  on  John  Penn's 
Creek  on  the  West-  side  of  Sasquehannah,  about  four  miles  from 
.  that  river,  several  people  have  been  found  scalped  and  twenty-eight 
are  missing;  the  people  are  in  a  great  consternation  and  are  coming 
down,  leaving  their  Plantations  and  Corn  behind  them.  Two  of 
my  Sons  are  gone  up  to  help  one  of  their  Cousins  with  his  Family 
Down.     I    hear  of  none  that  will  defend  themselves  but  George 

Gabriel  and .     The  people  down  here  seem  to  be  senseless  and 

say  the  Indians  will  never  come  this  side  of  Sasquehannah  River, 
but  I  fear  they  will  since  they  meet  with  no  opposition  no  where. 
I  don't  doubt  your  Honour  heard  of  this  melancholy  affair  before 
now  by  the  way  of  Lancaster,  perhaps  more  particular,  yet  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  it,  and  when  my  Sons  come  back  I  will 
write  again  if  they  bring  any  thing  particular.  I  have  heard  no- 
thing of  the  Indians  that  are  gone  out  to  fight  against  the  French 
on  Ohio.     Their  going  I  fear  has  been  the  occasion  of  this  Murder. 

I  have  nothing  to  add,  but  am, 

"  Honoured  Sir,  Your  very  humble  Servant, 

"  CONRAD  WEISER. 
"Reading,  October  22nd,  1755." 

A  petition  to  Governor  Morris  from  the  Inhabitants  living  on  the 
West  side  of  Sasquehannah : 

"  To  the  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire, 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  &ca. 

II  The  petition    of  we  the    Subscribers,  living  near  the  Mouth  of 
Penn's  Creek  on  the  West  side  of  Sasquehannah,  Humbly  sheweth : 

"  That  on  or  about  the  Sixteen  of  this  Instant,  October,  the 
Enemy  came  down  upon  said  Creek  and  killed,  scalped  &  carried 
away         *****  aij   tjie    j|en.    ^yomou    £ 

Children,  amounting  to  25  Persons  in  number,  and  wounded  one 
man  who  fortunately  made  his  Escape  and  brought  us  in  the  News  ; 
whereupon  we,  the  Subscribers,  went  out  and  buried  the  Dead, 
whom  we  found  most  barbarously  murdered  and  scalped.  We 
found  but  13  which  were  men  and  elderly  women,  &  one  Child  of 
two  weeks  old,  the  rest  being  young  Women  &  Children  Ave  suppose 
to  be  carried  away  Prisoners;  the  House  (where we  suppose  they 
finished  their  Murder),  we  found  burnt  up,  and  the  man  of  it 
named  Jacob  King,  a  Swissar,  lying  just  by  it;  he  lay  on  his  back 
barbarously  burnt  and  two  Tomhawks  sticking  in  his  forehead  ;  one 
of  the  Tomhawks  marked  newly  with  W.  D.  we  have  sent  to  your 
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Honour.  The  Terror  of  which  has  drove  away  almost  all  these 
back  Inhabitants  except  us,  the  Subscribers,  with  a  few  more  who 
are  willing  to  stay  and  endeavour  to  defend  the  Land ;  but  as  we 
are  not  able  of  ourselves  to  defend  it  for  want  of  Guns  and  Ammu- 
nition, and  but  few  in  number,  so  that  without  assistance  we  must 
fly  and  leave  the  Country  to  the  mercy  of  the  Enemy.  We,  there- 
fore, humbly  desire  yt-  your  Honour  would  take  the  same  into  your 
great  Consideration,  and  order  some  speedy  relief  for  the  Safety  of 
these  back  Settlements,  and  be  pleased  to  give  us  speedy  orders 
what  to  do,  and  as  in  duty  bound  we  will  for  ever  pray,  &ca- 

GEORGE  GLEWELL, 
AR.  GATES  AUCHMUTY, 
JOHN  McCAHON, 
ABRAHAM  SOVERHILL, 
EDMUND  MATHEWS, 
MARK  CURRY, 
YflLLIAM  DORAN, 
DENNIS  MUCKLEHENNY, 
JOHN  YOUNG, 
JACOB  SIMMONS, 
CONRAD  CRAYMER, 
GEORGE  FRY, 
GEORGE  SNOBBLE, 
GEORGE  ABERHEART, 
DANL  BRAUGH, 
GEORGE  LYNE, 
CUTFRITH  FRYAR. 
"  October  20th,  1755. 

"  I  and  Thomas  Forster,  Esqr''  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  McKee,  with 
upwards  of  forty  men,  went  up  the  23d  instant  to  Captain  McKee 
at  New  Providence,  in  order  to  bury  the  Dead  lately  murdered  on 
Mahonia  Creek,  but  understanding  that  the  Corps  were  buried  we 
determined  then  to  return  immediately  home.  But  being  urged  by 
John  Sckalamy  &  the  old  Belt  to  go  up  to  see  the  Indians  at  Sha- 
mokin  &  know  their  minds,  we  went  on  the  24  and  stayed  there 
all  night,  and  in  the  night  I  heard  some  Delawares  talking,  about 
twelve  in  number,  to  this  purpose  :  '  What  are  the  English  come 
here  for  V  Says  another,  '  to  kill  us  I  suppose  f  says  another, 
1  can't  we  then  send  off  some  of  our  nimble  Young  Men  to  give 
our  friends  notice  that  can  soon  be  here  V  Then  soon  after  they 
sung  the  War  Song,  and  four  Indians  went  off  in  two  Canoes  well 
armed  ;  the  one  Canoe  went  down  the  River  and  the  other  across ; 
on  the  morning  of  the  25th  we  took  our  leave  of  the  Indians  and 
set  off  homewards,  and  were  advised  to  go  down  the  East  side  of 
the  River ;  but  fearing  a  snare  might  be  laid  on  that  side,  we 
marched  off  peaceably  down  the  west  side,  having  behaved  in  the 
most  civil  and  friendly  manner  towards  them  while  with  them; 


PROVINCIAL  COUNCIL.  649 

and  when  we  came  to  the  Mouth  of  Mohanai  Creek,  we  were  fired 
on  by  a  good  number  of  Indians  that  lay  among  the  Bushes,  on 
which  we  were  obliged  to  retreat  with  the  loss  of  several  men ;  the 
particular  number  I  cannot  exactly  mention,  but  I'm  Positive  I  saw 
four  fall,  and  one  man  struck  on  the  head  with  a  Tomahawk  in  his 
flight  across  the  River.  As  I  understood  the  Delaware  tongue,  I 
heard  several  of  the  Indians  that  were  engaged  ag'-  us  speak  a  good 
many  words  in  that  tongue  during  the  action. 

"ADm-  TERRENCE. 
"The  above  Declaration  was  attested  by  the  Author's  voluntary 
Qualification,  no  Magistrate  being  present,  at  Paxton  this  26th 
Octr->  1755,  before  us. 

"JOHN  ELDER, 
"THOs-  McARTHUR, 
"MICHL-  GRAHAMS, 
"ALEX.  McCLURE, 
"MICHAEL  TEAFF, 
"WILLIAM  HARRIS, 
"THOMAS  BLACK, 
"SAML-  LENES, 
"  SAMUEL  PEARSON, 
"WILLIAM  McCLURE." 

"N  B. — Of  all  our  people  that  were  in  the  action  there  are  but 
nine  that  are  yet  returned. 


A  Letter  to   Governor  Morris  from   Conrad   Weiser,  Esqr.,  dated 
at  Heldleburg. 
Heidleburg,  in  the  County  of  Berks,   \ 
Octr*  26,  1755,  at  5  o'clock  in  the  Evening,  j 
"Sir: 

"Just  now  two  of  my  sons,  to  wit  Frederick  and  Peter,  arrived 
from  Shamokin,  where  they  have  been  to  help  down  their  Cousin 
with  his  Family.  I  gave  them  orders  before  they  went  to  bring  me 
down  a  trusty  Indian  or  two  to  inform  myself  of  the  present  Cir- 
cumstances of  Indian  affairs,  but  they  brought  none  down ;  they 
saw  Jonathan  but  he  could  not  leave  his  Family  in  this  dangerous 
times.  Whilst  they  were  at  Geo.  Gabriel's  a  Messenger  came  from 
Shamokin,  sent  by  James  Logan,  one  of  Shickelamy's  Sons,  and 
Capachpiton,  a  noted  Delaware,  always  true  to  the  English,  to  let 
George  Gabriel  know  that  they  had  certain  Intelligence  that  a  great 
body  of  French  and  Indians  had  been  seen  on  their  March  towards 
Pennsylvania  at  a  place  where  Zinaghton  River  or  Riven  comes  out 
of  the  Allegheny  Hills,  and  that  if  the  white  people  will  come  up  to 
Shamokin  and  assist  they  will  stand  the  French  and  fight  them. 
They  said  that  now  they  want  to  see  their  Brethren's  faces,  and 
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well  armed  with,  smooth  Guns,  no  rifled  Guns,  which  requires  too 
much  cleaning.  They  in  particular  desired  the  Company  men 
gathered  at  George  Gabriel's,  Captain  McKee's,  and  Jno.  Harris', 
they  being  informed  that  people  had  gathered  there,  and  that  they 
are  extremely  concerned  for  the  white  people's  running  away,  and 
said  they  could  not  stand  the  French  alone.  This  Message  was  de- 
livered to  George  Gabriel  and  about  10  Whites  more,  am5,  whom 
were  my  two  Sons,  by  a  Delaware  Indian  named  Enoch  and  a  white 
man  called  Lawrence  Bork,  who  came  with  the  Indians  as  a  com- 
panion. The  Indians'  Messenger  that  brought  the  news  to  Shamo- 
kin  from  the  Indians  living  up  the  River  Zinachton  (the  North 
West  Branch  of  Sasquehannah)  arrived  at  Shamokin  at  Midnight 
before  the  23d  of  this  Instant.  The  Indians  are  extremely  concerned, 
as  my  son  tells  me,  people  are  coming  away  in  great  hurry,  the  rest 
that  stays  plundering  the  Houses  and  make  the  best  of  other  peo- 
ple's misfortune.  The  French  want  to  see  Jonathan  taken  prisoner, 
&ca' ;  all  this  in  great  hurry.  I  pray,  good  Sir,  don't  slight  it.  The 
lives  of  many  thousands  are  in  the  utmost  Danger.  It  is  no  false 
alarm. 

"  I  am,  Honoured  and  Dear  Sir;  Your  very  obedient, 

"  CONK  AD  WEISER. 
"  P.  S. — If  a  body  of  men  would  go  up  they  cou'd  gather  plenty 
of  Indian  Corn,  Beef,  &  other  provisions,  now  every  thing  is  in  the 
utmost  confusion.     I  suppose  in  a  few  days  not  one  Family  will  be 
seen  on  the  other  side  of  Kittatiny  Hills." 


Jl  Letter  to  James  Read,  Esq*''  at  Beading,  from   Conrad   Weiser, 
Esqr,>  at  Heidleburg. 

"  Heidleburg,  October  26,  at  11  o'clock  at  night. 
"  Mr.  James  Read, 

"Loving  friend.  This  evening,  about  an  hour  ago,  I  received 
the  news  of  the  Enemy  having  crossed  Susquehannah  and  killed  a 
great  many  people,  from  Thomas  McKee  down  to  Hunter's  Mill. 
Mr.  Elders,  the  Minister  of  Paxton,  wrote  this  to  another  Presby- 
terian Minister  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Adam  Read,  Esqr-  The 
people  were  then  in  Meeting,  and  immediately  desired  to  get  them- 
selves in  Readiness  to  oppose  the  Enemy,  and  to  lend  assistance  to 
their  neighbours.  Mr.  Read  sent  down  to  Tulpahoccon,  and  two 
men  one  that  came  from  Mr.  Read,  are  just  now  gone,  that  brought 
in  the  Melancholly  news.  I  have  sent  out  to  alarm  the  Townships 
in  this  Neighbourhood,  and  to  meet  me  early  in  the  Morning 
at  Peter  Spicker,  to  consult  together  what  to  do,  and  to  make  pre- 
parations to  stand  the  Enemy  with  the  Assistance  of  the  most  high. 
I  writ  you  this  that  you  may  have  time  to  consult  with  Mr.  Seely 
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and  other  well-wishers  of  the  people,  in  order  to  defend  your  lives 
and  others ;  for  God's  sake  let  us  stand  together  and  do  what  we 
can,  and  trust  to  the  hand  of  Providence ;  perhaps  we  must  in  this 
Neighbourhood  come  to  Reading,  but  I  will  send  armed  men  to 
Susquehannah,  or  as  far  as  they  can  go,  for  Intelligence.  Pray  let 
Sammy  have  a  copy  of  this,  or  this  draft  for  his  Honour  the  Gov- 
ernor. I  have  sent  him  about  3  hours  ago  Express  to  Philadelphia, 
and  he  lodges  at  my  son  Peter's.  Dispatch  him  as  early  as  you 
can.  I  pray  beware  of  Confusion,  be  calm,  you  and  Mr.  Seely, 
and  act  the  part  as  fathers  of  the  people.  I  know  you  are  both  able, 
but  excuse  me  for  giving  this  caution,  time  requires  it. 

"  I  am,  Dear  Sir,  Your  very  good  friend  and  humble  Servant, 

"  CONRAD  WEISER." 


A  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  James  Read,  JEsqr''  icrote  on  the 

same  sheet  of  the  foregoing  Letter  from  Mr.  Weiser. 
"Sir: 

"I  must  not  detain  the  Bearer  a  moment;  I  have  sent  the  original 
Letter  from  Mr.  Weiser,  that  no  mistakes  may  arise  by  any  Doubts 
of  the  justness  of  a  Copy. 

"I  shall  raise  our  Town  in  an  hour,  and  use  all  prudent  measures 
for  our  Defence.  Lcould  wish  your  Honour  could  order  us  two  or 
three  swivel  Guns  and  Blunderbusses,  with  a  few  Muskets  and 
some  Powder,  Swan  Shot.  Nothing  shall  be  wanting  in  me,  who 
have  the  misfortune  of  being  Major  of  two  associated  Companies; 
but  I  know  not  how  my  people  will  behave,  as  they  are  under  an 
Infatuation  of  an  Extraordinary  Sort. 

u  I  am,  May  it  please  your  Honour,  Your  Honours  most  Obe- 
dient and  most  humble  Servant, 

"JAMES  READ. 

"  Many  wagons  that  are  got  time  far  are  bound  back  again  im- 
mediately upon  hearing  the  news. 
"Reading,  October  27th,  1755,  6  A.  M." 

On  the  29th  the  Governor  wrote  the  following  Letter  to  Governor 
Dinwiddie  : 
"  Sir : 

"  I  have  received  Intelligence  that  a  large  body  of  French  and 
Indians  were  seen  to  pass  the  Allegheny  Mountains,  moving  to- 
wards the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province,  and  that  a  party  of  them 
have  since  passed  the  Susquehannah  and  killed  all  before  them,  and 
were  within  live  Miles  of  Harris'  Ferry.  They  may  from  the  de- 
fenceless state  of  this  unhappy  Province  do  infinite  mischief  and 
penetrate  very  far  into  it.     The  people  are  mostly  without  Arms, 
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and  struck  with  such  a  Panick  that  they  flee  as  fast  as  they  can  from 
their  Habitations.  The  accounts  were  brought  me  to  this  place  & 
will  oblige  me  to  leave  the  Assembly  in  the  midst  of  their  Sessions, 
and  to  hasten  to  Philada#  in  order  to  do  as  much  service  as  my  little 
power  will  enable  me.  If  that  Assembly  which  I  have  called  by 
Writ  to  meet  me  on  Monday  next  shall  strengthen  my  hands  and 
do  what  is  incumbent  on  them,  We  may  be  able  to  make  some  Re- 
sistance, But  if  they  shall  still  be  deaf  to  the  Calls  of  their  bleed- 
ing Country,  I  know  not  what  Lengths  the  Enemy  may  proceed. 

"  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  give  you  the  earliest  Intelligence  that 
you  may  not  be  put  upon  your  own  Guard,  but  aiford  that  assist- 
ance which  the  progress  of  the  Enemy  and  the  safety  of  the  Colo- 
nies may  require. 

"  If  you  have  any  Arms  or  Ammunition  belonging  to  the  Crown 
not  immediately  necessary  for  the  Defence  of  your  Province,  it 
would  greatly  assist  his  Majestie's  service  if  I  could  be  favoured 
with  the  use  of  them,  and  on  your  being  so  kind  as  to  let  me  have 
immediate  advice  of  this  I  will  send  for  them. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  humble  servant, 

"ROBERT  H.  MORRIS. 

"  Newcastle,  29th  October,  1755/' 

Letters  of  the  same  Tenor  were  wrote  to  Governor  of  Maryland, 
Jersey,  &  New  York. 

The  following  Letter  was  dispatched  to  Conrad  Weiser  by  Ex- 
press : 

A  Letter  from  Governor  Morris  to  Conrad  Weiser,  Esquire. 

"  New  Castle,  October  29th,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"I  have  your  two  Letters  of  the  26th  Instant,  that  to  Mr.  Read 
being  sent  forward  to  me  with  the  other,  and  I  am  heartily  con- 
cerned at  the  melancholy  situation  of  the  Inhabitants  in  the  re- 
moter parts  of  the  Province.  If  the  Assembly  had  paid  any  the 
least  regard  to  my  Recommendations,  as  every  thing  that  has  hap- 
pened was  reasonably  to  be  expected,  the  people  would  not  at  this 
time  have  remained  without  protection  or  such  a  quantity  of  inno- 
cent Blood  have  been  spilt.  Plowever,  I  have  upon  this  occasion 
summoned  them  to  meet  on  Monday  next,  and  hope  they  will  now 
(tho'  late)  make  some  Provision  for  the  safety  of  the  Province,  and 
in  the  mean  time  must  commend  your  care  and  diligence,  and  re- 
commend it  to  you  and  the  people  in  your  neighborhood  to  do  every 
thing  for  their  defence  that  their  Circumstances  and  situation  will 
admit  of.  Let  me  know  from  time  to  time  what  is  done  and  the 
motion  of  the  Enemy,  and  you  may  assure  the  people  that  when- 
ever the  Assembly  enables  me  to  act  vigorously  in  their  defence  I 
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shall  most  readily  do  it,  and  if  they  do  not  my  best  adTice  and  as- 
sistance shall  be  employed  in  their  Protection.  I  have  neither 
Arms  nor  Ammunition  at  my  disposal  or  I  should  have  sent  you 
some  of  both  before  now. 

"  I  shall  set  out  for  Philadelphia  this  day  or  to-morrow, 
"  And  am,  Sir,  Your  friend  and  Servant, 

"ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 
"Conrad  Weiser,  Esq"" 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Friday  31st  October,  1755; 
A.  M. 

PRESENT  I 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  k^' 

Robert  Strettel,      ^ 
Richard  Peters,       >  Esquires. 
Lynford  Lardner,  j 

The  Minutes  of  Council  held  at  Newcastle  on  Tuesday  last  were 
read,  together  with  the  Papers  there  entered. 

The  Governor  laid  before  the  Council  a  Letter  from  Dr.  Bowde, 
of  Lancaster,  containing  a  Letter  sent  by  Express  from  Mr  Elder, 
Minister  at  Paxton,  giving  an  account  of  a  large  Body  of  French 
and  Indians  were  coming  against  this  Province  and  had  already 
passed  the  Allegheny  Hills,  which  was  read  in  these  words : 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Bowde,  of  Lancaster,  forwarding  one  from  the 
Rev*'  Mr.  Elder,  of  Paxton,  to  William  Allen,  Esqr- 

"  Lancaster,  2Gth  October,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"  As  Mr.  Shippen  and  his  son  are  out  of  Town  I  thought  it  my 
Duty  to  transmit  you  a  Copy  of  a  letter  just  came  to  Town,  is  as 
follows  : 

"'  Paxton,  25  October,  1755. 
" '  Mr.  Shippen : 

"  (  Mr.  John  Harris  and  Thomas  Forster,  Esqr"  they  went  up  the 
River  last  Thursday  with  a  company  of  men  to  bury  the  Dead  mur- 
dered there  lately,  and  sent  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Carson,  the  Copy  of 
which  is  as  follows :  l  Mr.  Carson — We  have  an  account  from  our 
Indians  that  there  is  a  large  body  of  French  and  Indians  coming 
down  against  us  on  this  side  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains.  We 
are  going  this  day  to  Shamokin,  where  there  is  a  Body  of  Indians 
assembled,  to  know  their  minds  and  to  send  out  Spies  to  view  the 
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Enemy  &  know  their  numbers.  The  running  Indians  that  came 
down  and  saw  them  says  that  there  is  a  great  number,  and  compares 
them  to  the  Trees.  I  and  our  Neighbours  desire  you'l  send  our 
families  word  that  we  expect  to  be  down,  God  willing,  on  Sab- 
bath night  next,  and  it  would  be  well  done  to  send  notice  of  this 
News  to  Virginia  and  through  this  Province,  that  they  might  pre- 
pare themselves  for  the  worst  Event.  S1"'  please  to  disperse  Copys 
of  this  thro'  the  Province  as  soon  as  possible,  and  you'l  oblige 

"  '  Your  humble  Servant, 

"'JOHN  ELDER. 
"  (  P.  S.— The  Letter  to  Carson  is  dated  the  21st  inst'-' 
"I  am,  sir,  your  very  h'ble  Servant, 

ft  SAML-  BOUDE. 
"  To  William  Allen,  Esqr ■" 

Sundry  other  Letters  of  the  same,  import  were  likewise  read,  and 
the  following  ones  ordered  to  be  entered  : 

A  Letter  to  the  Governor  from  Mr.  John  Harris  at  Paxton. 

"  Paxton,  Octr-  28th,  1755. 
"  May  it  please  your  Honour : 

"  This  is  to  acquaint  you  that  on  the  24th  day  of  October  I 
arrived  at  Shamokin  in  order  to  protect  our  Frontiers  up  that  way 
till  they  might  make  their  escape  from  their  cruel  Enemys,  and  to 
learn  the  best  Intelligences  I  could.  The  Indians  on  the  West 
Branch  of  Sasquehannah  certainly  killed  our  Inhabitants  on  Mr. 
Penn's  Creek,  and  there  is  a  hatchet  and  two  English  Scalps  sent 
by  them  up  the  North  Branch  to  desire  them  to  strike  with  them  if 
they  are  men.  The  Indians  are  all  assembling  themselves  at  Sha- 
mokin to  Council ;  a  large  Body  of  them  was  there  four  days  ago. 
I  can't  learn  their  Intentions,  but  it  seems  Andrew  Montour  and 
Monacatootha  is  to  bring  down  news  from  them;  there  is  not  a 
sufficient  number  of  them  to  oppose  the  Enemy,  and  perhaps  they 
will  join  the  Enemy  against  us  j  there  is  no  dependance  on  Indians, 
and  we  are  in  emminent  Danger.  I  got  certain  Information  from 
Andrew  Montour  and  others  that  there  is  a  body  of  French  with 
1,500  Indians  coming  against  us,  Picks,  Ottaways,  Orandox,  Dela- 
wares,  Shawonese,  and  a  number  of  the  Six  Nations,  &  are  now  not 
many  days'  march  from  this  Province  and  Virginia,  which  is 
appointed  to  be  attacked  at  the  same  time;  some  of  the  Shaw- 
mokin  Indians  seemed  Friendly  &  others  appeared  like  Enemys. 
Montour  knew  many  days  of  the  Enemy's  being  on  their  March 
against  us  before  he  informed  me,  for  which  I  said  as  much 
to  him  as  I  thought  prudent,  considering  the  place  I  was  in. 
On  the  25th  day  of  this  Instant,  in  my  return,  with  about  40 
Men,  at  Mr.  Penn's  Creek;  we   were   attacked  by  about  20  or 
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thirty  Indians,  received  their  fire,  and  about  15  of  our  men  and 
myself  took  to  Trees  and  attacked  the  Villains,  killed  four  of  them 
on  the  spot,  and  lost  but  three  men  retreating  about  half  a  mile 
thro'  woods  and  crossing  Sasquehanna,  one  of  which  was  shot  from 
off  an  horse  riding  behind  Myself  thro'  the  River.  My  horse  before 
was  wounded,  &  failing  in  the  River  I  was  obliged  to  Quit  him  and 
swim  part  of  the  way.  4  or  5  of  our  men  was  drowned  crossing 
the  River.  I  hope  our  Journey,  tho'  with  Fatigue  and  the  loss  of 
our  substance  and  some  of  our  Lives,  will  be  of  service  to  our 
Country  by  discovering  our  Enemy,  who  will  be  our  ruin  if  not 
timely  prevented.  I  just  now  received  information  that  there  was 
a  French  Officer,  supposed  a  Captain  with  a  party  of  Shawonese, 
Delawares,  &ca"'  within  six  miles  of  Shamokin  two  days  ago,  &  no 
doubt  intends  to  take  possession  of  it,  which  will  be  of  dreadful 
consequence  to  us  if  suffered;  Therefore  I  thought  proper  to  dis- 
patch this  Messenger  to  inform  your  Honour.  The  Indians  here  I 
hope  your  honour  will  be  pleased  to  cause  them  to  be  removed  to 
some  place,  as  I  don't  like  their  Cpmpany ;  and  aa  the  men  of  those 
here  was  not  against  us,  yet  did  them  no  harm  or  else  I  would  had 
them  all  cut  off.  The  old  Belt  of  Wampum  promised  me  at  Shamokin 
to  send  out  Spies  to  view  the  Enemy,  and  upon  his  hearing  of  our 
Skirmish  was  in  a  rage,  gathered  up  30  Indians  immediately,  and 
went  in  pursuit  of  the  Enemy  I  am  this  day  informed.  I  expect 
Montour  &  Monocatootha  down  here  this  week  with  the  determina- 
tion of  their  Shamokin  Council.  The  Inhabitants  is  abandoning 
their  plantations,  and  we  are  in  a  dreadful  situation. 

"  I  am  your  Honour's  most  obedient  &  humble  Servant, 

"JOHN  HARRIS. 
"  P.  S. — The  night  ensuing  our  attack  the  Indians  burnt  all  Geo. 
Gabriel's  Houses,  danced  round  them,  k^-" 


A  Letter  to  Edward  Shippen,  Esqr.,  of  Lancaster  from  Mr.  Jn°- 
Harris  of  Paxton. 

"Paxton,  October  29th,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"  We  expect  the  Enemy  upon  us  every  day,  and  the  Inhabitants 
is  abandoning  their  Plantations,  being  greatly  discouraged  at  the 
approach  of  such  a  number  of  Cruel  Savages,  and  no  sign  of  As- 
sistance. The  Indians  is  cutting  us  off  every  day,  &  I  had  a  certain 
account  of  about  1,500  Indians  beside  French  being  on  their  march 
against  us  &  Virginia,  and  now  close  on  our  borders,  their  Scouts 
Scalping  our  Families  on  our  Frontiers  daily.  Andrew  Montour 
and  others  at  Shamokin  desired  me  to  take  care  that  there 
was  forty  Indians  out  many  days,  and  intended  to  burn  my 
House   &  destroy   myself   and   Family.       I   have   this  day   cut 
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holes  in  my  House,  and  is  determined  to  hold  out  to  the  last 
extremity  if  I  can  get  some  men  to  stand  "by  me,  few  of  which 
I  yet  can  at  present,  every  one  being  in  fear  of  their  own 
Families  being  cut  off  every  hour  (such  is  our  situation).  I 
am  informed  that  a  French  Officer  was  expected  at  Shamokin  this 
Week  with  a  party  of  Delawares  &  Shawonese,  no  doubt  to  take 
possession  of  our  River;  and  as  to  the  State  of  the  Sasquehannah 
Indians  great  part  of  them  is  actually  in  the  French  Interest;  but 
if  we  should  raise  such  a  number  of  men  immediately  as  will  be 
able  to  take  possession  of  some  convenient  place  up  Sasquehannah 
and  build  a  Strong  Fort  in  Spight  of  French  or  Indians,  perhaps 
some  Indians  may  join  us,  but  it  is  Trusting  to  uncertainty  to  de- 
pend upon  them  in  my  opinion.  We  ought  to  insist  on  the  Indians 
declaring  either  for  or  against  us.  As  soon  as  we  are  prepared  for 
them  we  must  bid  up  for  Scalps  and  keep  the  Woods  full  of  our 
People  hunting  them  or  they  will  ruin  our  Province,  for  they  are  a 
Dreadful  Enemy.  We  impatiently  look  for  assistance.  I  have  sent 
out  two  Indian  Spies  to  Shamokin,  they  are  Mohawks,  and  I  ex- 
pect they  will  return  in  a  day  or  two.  Consider  our  Situation  and 
rouse  your  people  downwards  and  not  let  about  1,500  Villians  dis- 
tress such  a  number  of  Inhabitants  as  is  in  Pennsylvania,  which 
actually  they  will  If  they  possess  our  Provisions  and  Frontiers 
long,  as  they  now  have  many  thousands  of  Bushels  of  our  Corn  and 
Wheat  in  possession  already,  for  the  Inhabitants  goes  off  and  leaves 
all. 

"I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  humble  Servant, 

"JOHN  HARRIS." 


A  Letter  to   Governor   Morris  from   Conrad  Weiser,  Esquire,  at 

Beading. 
"  May  it  please  the  Governor : 

"Since  the  date  of-  my  last  Letter,  which  I  sent  Express  by 
Sammy  Weiser,  dated  last  Sunday  Evening,  5  o'clock,  and  about  11 
the  same  Night  I  sent  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Read  in  this  Town,  who 
forwarded  it  to  your  Honour  by  the  same  opportunity.  The  follow5- 
account  of  what  has  happened  since  I  thought  was  proper  to  lay 
before  your  Honour  to  wit:  After  I  had  received  the  news  that 
Paxton  People  above  Hunter's  Mill  had  been  murdered,  I  imme- 
diately sent  my  servants  to  alarm  the  Neighbourhood.  The  people 
came  to  my  house  by  break  of  day.  I  informed  them  of  the 
melancholy  news  and  how  I  came  by  it,  &cl-  They  unanimously 
agreed  to  stand  by  one  another  and  march  to  meet  the  Enemy 
if  I  would  go  with  them.  I  told  them  not  only  myself  but 
my  sons  and  Servants  should  go.  They  put  themselves  under 
my  direction.  I  gave  orders  to  them  to  go  home  and  fetch  their 
Arms,   whether   Guns,   Swords,   pitchforks;  axes,  or  whatsoever 
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might  be  of  use  against  the  Enemy,  and  for  three  days  pro- 
vision in  their  Knapsacks,  and  meet  me  at  Benjamin  Spickers 
at  three  of  the  Clock  that  afternoon,  about  six  Miles  above  my 
House  in  Tulpohoccon  Township,  where  I  had  sent  word  for  Tulpo- 
hoccon  people  also  to  meet.  I  immediately  mounted  my  Horse  and 
went  up  to  Benjamin  Spickers,  where  I  found  about  one  hundred 
people  who  had  met  before  I  came  there ;  and  after  I  had  informed 
them  of  the  Intelligence  I  had,  and  promised  to  go  with  them  as  a 
common  Soldier,  and  to  be  commanded  by  such  officers  and  leading 
men  whatever  they  might  call  them  as  they  should  chuse,  they 
unanimously  agreed  to  join  Heidleberg  People,  and  accordingly  they 
went  home  to  fetch  their  Arms  and  Provisions  for  three  days,  and 
came  again  at  3  o'clock.  All  this  was  punctually  performed,  and 
about  two  hundred  men  were  at  Benjamin  Spickers  by  two  of  the 
Clock.  I  made  the  necessary  disposition,  and  the  people  were  di- 
vided into  Companys  of  thirty  men  each  Company ;  they  chosed 
their  officers,  that  is  a  Captain  over  each  Company  and  three  in- 
feriors under  him,  each  to  take  care  of  ten  men  and  lead  them  on 
or  fire  as  the  Captain  should  direct.  I  sent  privately  for  Mr.  Kurtz, 
the  Lutheran  Minister,  who  lived  about  a  Mile  off,  who  came  and 
gave  an  Exhortation  to  the  men,  and  made  a  Prayer  suitable  to  the 
time;  and  then  we  marched  towards  Sasquehannah,  having  first 
sent  about  fifty  men  to  Tolkeo  in  order  to  possess  themselves  of  the 
Capes  or  Narrows  of  Swahatawro,  where  we  expected  the  Enemy 
would  come  through,  with  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Parsons,  who  happened 
to  be  at  His  Plantation.  We  marched  about  ten  Miles  that  even- 
ing; my  Company  was  now  increased  to  upwards  of  Three  hundred 
men,  and  mostly  well  armed,  tho'  about  twenty  men  had  nothing 
but  Axes  and  pitchforks.  All  unanimously  agreed  to  die  together 
and  engage  the  Enemy  wherever  they  should  meet  with  them — 
never  to  enquire  the  number  but  fight  them,  &  so  obstruct  their 
marching  further  into  the  Inhabited  parts  till  others  of  our  Breth- 
ren should  come  up  and  do  the  same,  and  so  save  the  Lives  of  our 
Wives  k  Children.  This  night  the  Powder  and  Lead  came  up  that 
I  sent  for  early  in  the  morning  from  Reading,  &:  I  ordered  it  to  the 
care  of  the  Officers  to  divide  it  among  those  that  wanted  it  most. 
On  the  28th  by  break  of  day  we  marched,  our  Company  increasing 
all  along.  We  arrived  at  Adam  Read's,  Esqr-'  in  Hanover  Town- 
ship, Lancaster  County,  about  10  o'Clock ;  there  we  stopped  and 
rested  till  all  came  up.  Mr.  Read  had  just  then  received  intelli- 
gence from  Sasquehannah  by  Express,  which  was  as  follows,  to  wit : 
1  that  Justice  Forster,  Capt.  McKee,  John  Harris,  and  others,  to  the 
number  of  forty-nine,  went  up  to  Shamokin  to  bury  the  Dead  bodies 
of  those  that  had  been  killed  by  the  Enemy  on  John  Peon's  Crook, 
and  coming  up  to  George  Gabriel's,  about  five  miles  this  side  Sha- 
mokin and  on  the  West  side  Sasquehannah,  they  heard  that  the- 
Dead  bodies  had  been  buried  already,  and  so  they  wont  along  to 
Shamokin,  where  they  arrived  last  Friday  Evening,  and  were  seein- 
YOL.  VI — 42. 
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ingly  well  received,  but  found  a  great  number  of  strange  Indians, 
tho'  Delawares,  all  painted  Black,  which  gave  suspicion,  and  Thomas- 
McKee  told  his  Companions  that  he  did  not  like  them,  and  the  next 
morning,  that  is  last  Saturday,  they  got  up  early  in  order  to  go  back, 
but  they  did  not  see  any  of  the  strangers ;  They  were  gone  before 
them.  Andrew  Montour  was  there  painted  as  the  rest,  advised  our 
people  not  to  go  the  same  Road  they  came,  but  to  keep  this  side 
Sasquehannah  and  go  the  old  Road,  but  when  they  came  to  the 
parting  of  the  Roads  a  majority  was  for  going  the  nighest  and  best 
road,  and  so  crossed  Sasquehanna  contrary  to  Andrew  Montour's 
Council  in  order  to  go  down  on  the  West  side  of  that  River  as  far 
as  Mahonioy;  when  they  came  to  John  Penn's  Creek  in  going  down 
the  bank  they  were  fired  upon  from  this  side  by  Indians  that  had 
way-laid  them ;  some  dropt  down  dead,  the  rest  fled  and  made  to- 
wards Sasquehannah  and  came  to  this  side,  and  so  home  as  well  as 
they  could.  Twenty-six  of  them  were  missing  and  not  heard  of  as 
yet  last  Monday  Evening.  Upon  this  we  had  a  Consultation,  and 
as  we  did  not  come  up  to  serve  as  Guards  to  Paxton  people,  but  to 
fight  the  Enemy  if  they  were  come  so  far  as  we  first  heard,  we 
thought  best  to  return  and  take  care  of  our  own  Townships.  After 
I  had  given  the  necessary  caution  to  the  People  to  hold  themselves 
in  readiness  as  the  Enemy  was  certainly  in  the  Country,  to  keep 
their  Arms  in  good  order,  and  so  on,  I  discharged  them,  and  so  we 
marched  back  with  the  approbation  of  Mr.  Read;  by  the  way  we 
were  alarmed  with  a  Report  that  above  five  hundred  Indians  had 
come  over  the  mountain  at  Tolkco  to  this  side,  and  had  already 
killed  a  number  of  people.  We  stopt  and  sent  a  few  men  to  dis- 
cover the  Enemy,  but  on  their  return  it  proved  to  be  a  false  alarm7 
occasioned  by  that  Company  I  had  sent  that  way  the  day  before,, 
whose  Guns  getting  wet  they  fired  them  off,  which  was  the  case  of 
my  Company;  on  their  Returning  they  fired  off  their  Guns,  not 
considering  the  ill  consequence,  and  the  whole  Township  through 
which  we  marched  were  very  much  alarmed.  In  going  back  I  met 
several  Messengers  from  other  Townships  about  Conestogo,  who 
came  for  intelligence  and  to  ask  me  where  their  Assistance  was  neces- 
sary, promising  that  they  would  come  to  the  place  where  I  should 
direct.  I  met  also  at  Tulpehoccon  above  one  hundred  men  well 
armed  as  to  Fire  arms,  ready  to  follow  me,  so  that  there  were  in  the 
whole  about  500  men  in  Arms  that  day  all  marching  up  towards 
Sasquehannah.  I  and  Mr.  Adam  Read  counted  those  that  were 
with  me.     We  found  them  320. 

"  I  cannot  send  any  further  account  being  uncommonly  fatigued. 
I  should  not  forget,  however,  to  inform  Your  Honour  that  Mr. 
Read  has  engaged  to  keep  proper  persons  riding  between  his  House 
and  Sasquehannah,  and  if  anything  material  shall  occur  he  will  send 
me  Tidings  at  Heidleburgh  or  here,  which  I  shall  take  care  to  dis- 
patch to  you.  I  find  that  greaj;  care  has  been  taken  at  Reading  to 
get  people  together,  and  near  two  hundred  were  here  Yesterday 
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Morning;  but  upon  hearing  that  the  people  attending  me  were  dis- 
charged, the  people  from  the  Country  went  off  without  consulting 
what  should  be  done  for  the  future,  thro'  the  Indiscretion  of  a  Per- 
son who  was  with  them  and  wanted  to  go  home,  and  near  the  Town 
they  meet  a  large  Company  coming  up  and  gave  such  accounts  as 
occasioned  their  turning  back.  I  think  most  of  the  Inhabitants 
would  do  their  Duty,  but  without  some  Military  Regulations  we 
shall  never  be  able  to  defend  the  Province.  I  am  sure  we  are  in 
great  Danger,  and  by  an  Enemy  that  can  travel  as  Indians  do  we 
may  be  surprized  when  it  would  be  impossible  to  collect  any  num- 
ber of  men  together  to  defend  themselves,  and  then  the  country 
would  be  laid  waste.  I  am  quite  tired  and  cannot  say  more  than 
that 

"I  am  Your  Honour's  most  Obedient  Servant, 

"CONRAD  WEISER. 
"Reading,  October  30th,  1755." 


A  Letter  to    William  Allen,  Esq.,  from  Conrad   Weiser,  Esqr.,  at 

Reading. 

"Reading,  October  30th,  1755. 
"Kind  Sir: 

"I  have  but  just  time  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Favours 
of  the  27th,  being  arrived  last  Night  in  this  town ;  as  you  will  have 
the  perusal  of  the  Letter  I  wrote  to  the  Governor,  I  need  not  re- 
peat matters  over,  but  only  informing  that  I  think  all  our  Indians 
are  gone  off  with  the  French,  or  rather  joined  them  because  they 
could  not  stand  their  Ground  against  the  French  and  their  Indians; 
and  what  is  worse  I  am  afraid  the  French  are  about  Fortifying  them- 
selves this  side  of  the  Allegheny  Hills,  if  not  on  Sasquehanna  about 
Shamokin,  where  they  will  find  and  have  found  plenty  of  Provisions, 
as  the  Country  is  deserted  by  its  Inhabitants,  leaving  their  Corn  and 
Cattle  behind  them.  The  reason  of  my  fear  is  because  Mr.  Adam 
Read  told  me  that  a  Young  man  lately  arrived  on  Sasquehanna  from 
Ohio,  who  said  for  positive  that  about  1,500  French  and  Indians 
crossed  Allegheny  Hills  at  the  Head  of  Rinacson  River,  and  that 
actually  a  part  of  them  had  been  at  Shamokin,  which  last  proves  to 
be  true  as  you  will  see  in  the  Governor's  Letter  that  the  Young  man 
I  mentioned  was  taken  Prisoner  by  the  French  last  summer  in  the 
unhappy  action,  &  some  Delaware  Indians  got  his  liberty  from  the 
French,  promising  two  scalps  from  Pennsylvania,  and  they  the 
Indians  set  him  at  Liberty,  or  he  made  his  escape  as  far  as  Adam 
Read's.  He  also  gave  out  that  the  Enemy  told  the  Delawares  that 
if  they  would  assist  they  would  repossess  them  of  their  native 
Country  and  bring  the  people  under  their  Command.  The  common 
cry  of  the  People  here  is  for  Arms  &  Ammunition  k  Regulations 


660  MINUTES  OF  THE 

from  the  Governor  and  Assembly.  I  believe  the  people  in  general 
up  here  would  fight.  I  had  two  or  three  long  Beards  in  my  Com- 
pany, one  a  Menonist  who  declared  he  wonld  live  and  die  with  his 
neighbours  j  he  had  a  good  gun  with  him.  I  must  conclude  and 
subscribe  myself, 

"  Honoured  Sir;  Yours  &ca-' 

"CONRAD  WEISER." 

Then  the  Governor  ordered  the  Secretary  to  read  his  Answers  to 
Mr.  Weiser  and  to  John  Harris,  and  to  enter  them,  which  are  as 
follows : 

A  Letter  from  Governor  3Iorris  to  Conrad  Weiser,  Esqr' 

"  Philadelphia,  October  31st,  1755. 
"  Sir : 

"  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  favor  of  the  30th  Instant, 
and  of  being  thereby  set  right  as  to  the  Indians  passing  the  Moun- 
tains at  Tolkeo,  which  I  am  glad  to  find  was  a  false  alarm.  I  hear- 
tily commend  your  conduct  and  Zeal,  and  hope  you  will  continue 
to  act  with  the  same  Vigour  and  Caution  that  you  have  already 
done,  and  that  you  may  have  the  greater  Authority  I  have  appointed 
You  a  Colonel  by  a  Commission  herewith. 

"  I  have  not  time  to  give  you  any  Instructions  with  the  Com- 
mission, but  leave  it  to  your  Judgment  and  discretion,  which  I  know 
are  great,  to  do  what  is  most  for  the  safety  of  the  people  and  ser- 
vice of  the  Crown. 

"  I  have  seen  your  Letter  to  Mr.  Allen  and  want  much  to  have 
some  certain  intelligence  upon  which  I  may  depend,  of  the  number 
and  motion  of  the  Enemy,  distinguishing  between  the  French  and 
Indians,  for  this  I  must  greatly  depend  upon  you,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose I  send  this  Express  to  you,  and  I  must  desire  you  will  appoint 
some  one  or  two  trusty  men,  Indians  or  others,  to  go  upon  that 
service  in  such  a  manner  as  you  shall  think  best  in  order  to  get  me 
the  most  certain  Intelligence.  You  may,  on  behalf  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, make  such  offers  of  Rewards  to  the  Indians  or  others  that 
you  employ  in  this  service  as  you  shall  Judge  best,  and  I  will  re- 
mit you  the  Money  or  other  things  you  shall  agree  for  as  soon  as 
you  please,  and  whatever  intelligence  you  get  by  this  means  you 
will  as  soon  as  possible  send  to  me  and  no  other. 

"  If  the  design  of  the  French  be  to  strengthen  themselves  at 
Shamokin  or  elsewhere  on  this  side  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains, 
they  must  certainly  have  a  good  number  of  Regular  Troops  with 
them. 

"  Since  writing  the  above  I  have  yours  of  the  31st,  and  am 
obliged  to  you  for  the  punctuality  of  your  Correspondence,  which 
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I  must  beg  you  would  Continue.  I  wrote  you  from  Newcastle, 
and  send  this  by  Mr.  Gist,  concerning  whom  you  will  have  a  par- 
ticular Letter  from  M,v.  Peters.  I  approve  of  your  offer  to 
Gabriel,  and  hope  he  will  bring  us  certain  Intelligence  that  we  may 
depend  on  concerning  the  numbers  of  the  Enemy  and  their  motions, 
from  which  we  may  in  some  measure  Collect  their  Designs.  If  our 
Shamokin  Indians  leave  us,  I  must  think  they  are  forced  into  the 
French  measures  for  want  of  Assistance  &  Protection  from  us,  for  I 
can't  persuade  myself  to  think  that  Jonathan  and  some  few  that  I 
know  are  false  to  us  from  Inclination.  I  am  glad  you  stoped  the 
Flower.  I  desire  you  will  use  it  in  any  manner  for  the  Service  of 
the  Publick  that  you  shall  think  best.  I  am  sure  it  can't  be  applied 
to  better  purpose,  and  I  wish  I  had  every  other  necessary  thing 
upon  the  present  occasion,  I  should  freely  use  them.  You  will 
only  take  care  to  keep  an  account  of  the  number  of  Casks  you  use, 
and  give  me  an  account  of  them,  that  there  may  be  no  confusion  in 
the  accounts. 

"  I  have  only  to  wish  you  all  imaginable  success,  and  to  recom" 
mend  it  to  you  to  Continue  your  Care  and  Diligence  for  his  Ma- 
jesties Service. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  Humble  Servant, 

"ROBERT  H.  MORRIS. 

"  Conrad  Weiser,  Esqr" 


A  Letter  from  the  Governor  to  Mr.  John  Harris  at  Paxton. 

"Philadelphia,  October  31st?  1755. 
"Sir: 

"I  have  yours  of  the  28th  by  Express,  and  heartily  congratulate 
you  and  your  family  upon  your  safe  arrival  -and  escape  from  your 
Danger.  I  much  Commend  your  Zeal  for  the  service  of  your 
Country,  and  am  sorry  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  afford  you  the 
Assistance  that  your  service  and  situation  deserves,  but  I  have 
neither  Arms  nor  Ammunition  at  my  disposal  or  you  should  not 
have  been  so  long  in  want  of  those  necessary  Articles  at  this  dan- 
gerous time. 

"  I  must  recommend  it  to  you  &  the  people  that  are  nigh  you  to 
act  with  caution  and  spirit  upon  the  present  occasion  in  the  defence 
of  your  Families,  and  to  give  me  intelligence  from  time  to  time  of 
what  passes,  not  only  among  yourselves  but  of  what  you  can  collect 
of  the  numbers  and  motions  of  the  Enemy. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  humble  Servant, 

"ROBERT  H.  MORRIS. 
"  Mr.  John  Harris." 
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The  Governor  wrote  a  second  Letter  to  the  Governor  of  Jersey  in 
these  words,  and  the  like  Letter  to  the  other  Governors  : 

A  Letter  from  Governor  Morris  to  the  Governor  of  Jersey. 

"Philadelphia,  October  31st,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"  The  accounts  since  I  came  here  confirm  the  particulars  set  forth 
in  my  Letter  of  the  29th,  and  say  further  that  the  French  intend  to 
seize  and  fortify  Shainokin,  an  Indian  Town  situate  at  the  Conflux 
of  the  two  Main  Branches  of  the  Sasquehannah,  and  to  make  use  of 
their  Indians  against  the  Inhabitants,  that  they  may  be  fully  en- 
gaged and  rendered  unable  to  give  the  French  any  Interruption. 
This  is  not  said  with  absolute  certainty,  but  the  situation  of  the 
Town  is  so  extreamly  convenient  for  a  communication  with  the  Ohio 
by  the  Western  branch  of  Sasquehannah  which  interlocks  with  the 
Mississipi  and  rises  within  Fifty  miles  of  Fort  Du  Quesne,  and  with 
the  Six  Nation  Country  by  the  Eastern  Branch,  which  has  its  rise 
near  the  Mohocks  river  not  far  from  Fort  Hunter,  that  it  is  very 
likely  to  be  true,  and  that  they  have  obtained  the  consent  of  the 
Delaware  Indians  by  assuring  them  that  they  will  put  them  into 
possesion  of  their  own  former  country,  and  render  them  independant 
of  the  Six  Nations. 

"  Our  Inhabitants  are  arriving  in  such  a  manner  as  they  are  able, 
expecting  the  Indians  will  fall  on  the  Country  side  along  the  Blue 
Mountains,  which  they  will  prevent  if  they  can,  but  considering 
that  they  have  no  Discipline,  very  few  Arms,  and  little  Ammunition, 
I  am  afraid  the  Indians  will  be  able  to  perpetrate  this  part  of  the 
Design  and  put  numbers  of  our  Inhabitant  to  Death. 

"I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  Obedient  &  most  humble  Servant, 

"  ROBERT  H.  MORRIS. 

The  Governor  was  advised,  as  there  were  so  few  Members  of 
Council  present,  to  meet  again  in  the  afternoon,  and  to  send  parti- 
cular Summons  requiring  the  attendance  of  all  the  Members. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Friday  the  31st  October, 
1755,  P.  M. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  &ca- 

James  Hamilton,  Benjamin  Shoemaker,') 

Robert  Strettell,  Lynford  Lardner,  >  Esquires. 

Joseph  Turner,  Richard  Peters,  J 

The  Governor  acquainted  the  Council  that  having  issued  Writs  for 
the  Assembly  to  meet  on  Monday  he  desired  to  have  a  full  Council, 
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and  hoped  that  as  they  had  been  made  acquainted  with  the  Hostili- 
ties now  are  committing  by  the  Indians  on  the  Frontiers  of  this 
Province,  they  would  not  only  mention  every  thing  that  occurred  to 
them  as  proper  to  be  done  by  him,  but  likewise  advise  him  in  what 
manner  he  might  best  lay  the  same  before  the  Assembly. 

All  the  Intelligence  and  Letters  lying  upon  the  Table,  they  were 
perused  by  such  Members  as  had  not  an  opportunity  of  reading 
them  before. 

He  said  he  was  informed  that  in  his  absence  a  Committee  of  As- 
sembly had  taken  upon  them  to  send  a  number  of  Arms  and  Ammu- 
nition to  several  parts  of  this  Province,  and  as  he  thought  this  an 
Infringcnt  on  the  rights  of  Government,  and  that  it  was  his  indis- 
pensable duty  to  inform  himself  of  everything  of  this  sort  that  had 
been  or  should  be  done,  he  appointed  Mr.  Peters  and  Mr.  Lardner 
a  Committee  to  enquire  into  this  affair,  with  directions  to  learn  the 
exact  quantity  of  Arms  and  Ammunition  that  had  been  sent,  where 
and  when  and  to  whose  care  it  was  committed,  and  how  and  by 
whom  it  was  to  be  used,  and  they  were  directed  to  make  their  report 
to  him  to-morrow. 

The  Governor  having  desired  the  attendance  of  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice, together  with  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  and  Alderman  of  the  City 
of  Philad1 '  they  now  waited  on  him,  and  the  Secretary  introduced 
them  into  Council. 

After  being  seated,  the  Governor  in  a  very  full  manner  related 
to  them  the  several  accounts  he  had  received  of  the  Hostilities  com- 
mitted by  the  Indians,  &  of  the  Number,  Motions,  and  Designs  of 
the  French  and  Indians ;  he  also  mentioned  the  defenceless  state  of 
the  Province,  the  insecurity  of  navigation,  and  the  dangerous  & 
naked  State  of  the  city,  and  recommended  it  to  them  (as  no  Pro- 
vision was  made  to  the  Legislature  for  the  security  of  either  the 
City  or  Province)  to  exert  themselves  upon  the  present  Exigency 
in  defence  of  their  country,  and  as  they  were  the  most  considerable 
Inhabitants  of  the  Province,  and  the  best  affected  to  his  Majestie's 
^Government,  that  they  would  endeavor  to  infuse  into  the  minds  of 
the  people  such  a  spirit  as  would  most  effectually  dispose  them  to 
contribute  to  the  general,  as  well  as  their  own  safet}*,  at  this  time  of 
imminent  Danger;  all  which  they  respectfully  asssured  the  Gov- 
ernor they  would  do  with  the  utmost  Zeal  and  Diligence. 

The  Governor  mentioned  to  them  that  he  had  been  informed  they 
were  lately  seen  in  the  City  a  great  number  of  Frenchmen,  but 
that  tho'  they  had  of  late  disappeared  yet  it  is  thought  they  were 
still  in  Town,  and  lay  concealed  in  the  Houses  of  some  of  the  Citi- 
zens; that  he  expected  from  them  that  they  would  cause  diligent 
search  to  be  made  for  them,  and  to  have  them  apprehended  and 
brought  before  him,  that  they  might  be  examined,  secured,  and 
sent  away. 

The  Governor  said  he  had  one  thing  more  to  mention  whilst  these 
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Gentlemen  were  present,  viz*-'  that  lie  had  as  soon  as  the  Intelligence 
arrived  apprized  them  the  neighbouring  Governors  of  it  from 
Newcastle,  recommending  it  to  them  to  be  upon  their  Guard,' and 
to  be  ready  to  afford  such  assistance  as  the  Progress  of  the  Enemies 
and  the  safety  of  the  Colonies  might  require,  and  would  likewise 
have  sent  the  same  to  General  Shirley,  but  he  postpones  his  advices 
to  him  that  he  might  have  the  opinion  of  a  full  Council  whether  he 
should  not  at  the  same  time,  considering  how  little  was  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  Assembly,  make  a  formal  Demand  of  such  Detach- 
ment of  his  Majestie's  Troops  as  could  be  spared  for  the  Protection 
and  Security  of  this  Province,  and  he  now  desired  the  opinion  of 
the  Council  and  the  Gentlemen  present  on  this  matter,  and  after 
some  Consideration  the  Governor  was  unanimously  advised  to  make 
the  Demand. 

After  Mr.  Allen  and  the  others  had  retired,  the  Governor  desired 
the  Council  to  be  attentive  to  the  information  he  had  communicated 
about  several  Frenchmens  being  seen  in  Town,  &  secreted  in  some 
of  the  Citizens'  Houses,  adding  that  just  as  he  was  setting  out  to 
Newcastle,  the  Sheriff  who  had  been  ordered  to  take  up  all  that 
were  then  in  Town,  bring  them  before  the  Council  to  be  examined, 
&  secured  them,  and  acquainted  him  that  the  Frenchmen  had  all 
suddenly  disappeared,  and  there  was  not  a  single  man  of  them  to 
be  found,  tho'  several  were  seen  walking  the  Streets  the  day  before. 
He  further  gave  it  in  Charge  to  the  Council  to  make  it  their  Busi- 
ness to  enquire  whether  any  of  the  Merchants  of  the  City,  and 
which  of  them,  were  concerned  in  carrying  on  a  correspondence  or 
Trade  with  the  Islands ;  and  if  they  should  discover  any  persons 
concerned,  that  as  they  had  in  virtue  of  their  Office  a  power  to 
send  for  and  examine  all  the  subjects  of  the  French  King  & 
their  Abettors  together  with  their  Papers,  He  expected  they 
would  not  fail  to  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  discover  and  put 
an  end  to  these  pernicious  &  dangerous  Negotiations. 

The  Governor  and  Council  thinking  it  necessary  upon  the  pre- 
sent occasion  that  an  account  should  be  taken  of  all  the  Arms  and 
Ammunition  that  were  in  the  City,  and  that  the  same  might  be 
taken  into  the  Hands  of  the  Government'-  Ordered,  That  Mr. 
Turner  and  Mr.  Lardner  be  a  Committee  to  enquire  what  Quantity 
of  Arms  &  Ammunition  there  is  now  in  the  City,  &  to  make  report 
thereof  to  the  Board,  and  it  is  recommended  to  the  Mayor,  Recor- 
der, and  Aldermen,  to  afford  the  said  Gentlemen  all  possible  assist- 
ance in  case  they  should  have  reason  to  apprehend  that  Arms  and 
Ammunition  are  concealed  in  any  place  or  places  within  this  City 
or  Province ;  they  are  hereby  ordered  and  empowered  to  cause  such 
suspected  places  to  be  opened  and  examined. 

Upon  the  present  Exigency  of  Affairs,  as  Mr.  Weiser  is  known 
to  be  well  attached  to  his  Majestie's  Government,  and  to  have  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  raising  a  large  Body  of  Men  to  oppose  the 
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Incursions  of  the  Enemy,  and  to  defend  the  several  parts  of  the 
County  where  he  resides  that  lye  most  exposed  to  their  Depreda- 
tions, it  was  judged  proper  to  give  him  the  Command  of  the  Com- 
panies that  should  be  raised  in  that  County,  and  accordingly  the 
Governor  executed  a  Commission,  appointing  him  Colonel  of  the 
Forces  that  were  raised  &  should  be  raised  in  that  County. 
The  Governor  wrote  the  following  Letter  to  General  Shirley  : 

A  Letter  from  Governor  Morris  to  General  Shirley. 

"  Philadelphia,  October  3 1st,  1755. 
"  Sir : 

"  Whilst  I  was  in  my  Lower  Government  I  received  certain  ac- 
counts that  our  Inhabitants  on  the  West  side  of  Sasquehannah  were 
surprized  &  murdered,  &  their  Plantations  plunder' d  and  burnt  by 
the  French  and  Indians,  and  that  a  large  body  of  these  were  seen 
to  pass  the  Allegheny  Mountains  moving  towards  this  Province. 

"On  this  Intelligence  I  immediately  issued  Writts  for  the  As- 
sembly here  to  meet  on  Monday  next;  and  having  enacted  a  Militia 
Law  there,  and  obtained  a  Iiesolve  of  Assembly  for  a  grant  of  Two 
thousand  Pounds  for  his  Majesty's  use,  I  hastened  to  this  City 
where  I  have  this  day  received  further  Intelligence  from  Mr.  Wei- 
ser,  the  Interpreter  of  the  Province,  that  there  is  reason  to  appre- 
hend that  the  French  have  designs  upon  Shamokin  and  are  going  to 
seize  and  fortify  it — having,  it  is  said,  obtained  the  consent  of  the 
Delaware  Indians  to  do  it  under  the  ensnaring  pretence  of  putting 
them  again  into  possession  of  their  own  former  Country,  and  ren- 
dering them  Independant  of  the  Six  Nations.  Those  Indians  we 
know  are  gone  against  us,  and  with  the  Shawanese,  a  Nation  ever 
averse  to  the  Six  Nations,  committed  the  murders  and  Devastations 
in  Virginia,  and  are  now  in  several  parties  killing  our  Inhabitants 
in  the  Country  near  Shamokin,  with  design  no  doubt  to  give  the 
French  time  to  build  their  Fort  and  to  hinder  any  obstruction  from  us. 

"  Shamokin  is  situate  at  the  meeting  of  the  two  Main  Branches 
of  Sasquehannah,  one  of  which  takes  its  rise  about  fifty  miles  from 
Fort  Du  Quesne  and  interlocks  with  some  of  the  Branches  of  the 
Mississipi  and  the  other  heads  in  the  heart  of  the  Six  Nation  Coun- 
try near  Fort  Hunter.  Its  situation  has  very  many  advantages, 
being  in  the  Latitude  of  Staten  Island,  and  not  more  than  Sixty 
miles  from  Jersey  and  120  from  this  City,  and  a  little  below  it  on 
this  side  the  Blue  Mountains  lies  one  of  the  finest  parts  of  this 
Province,  where  we  raise  an  abundance  of  Grain  &  Cattle,  which 
the  Enemy  may  overrun  at  pleasure,  &  stock  themselves  and  their 
Garrison  with  plenty  of  Provisions. 

"  I  had  two  opportunitys  of  sending  the  first  accounts  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  from  New  Castle  by  two  Vessels  then  passing  by, 
one  for  London  and  the  other  for  Liverpoole;  And  I  informed  the 
neighboring  Governments  of  it,  and  recommended  it  to  them  not 
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only  to  be  upon  their  Guard  but  to  be  ready  to  afford  sucli  assist- 
ance as  the  progress  of  the  Enemy  and  the  safety  of  the  Colonies 
may  require. 

"  I  deferred  sending  the  Intelligence  to  you  till  I  came  here  and 
could  have  the  opinion  and  advice  of  the  Council  upon  this  Import- 
ant Turn  of  our  Affairs,  and  they  have  unanimously  advised  me 
to  apply  to  You  as  I  now  do,  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  order 
such  of  his  Majesty's  regular  Forces  as  the  present  Exigencys  of 
the  Province  require,  and  his  Majesty's  service  on  the  other  Colo- 
nies will  permit  you  to  spare. 

"  That  you  may  be  able  to  form  a  Judgment  of  the  nature  of  the 
intelligence  and  of  the  necessity  there  is  of  some  regular  Forces 
for  the  preservation  of  this  Colony,  I  have  sent  you  extracts  of  the 
most  material  parts  of  the  Letters  I  have  received  that  relate  to 
this  matter. 

"  I  shall  take  all  imaginable  care  that  the  Troops  destined  here 
be  well  provided  with  every  sort  of  necessaries  and  Conveniencies 
that  this  Country  affords. 

"  We  are  in  great  want  of  Powder,  and  as  I  understand  there  is 
a  large  Quantity  in  Fort  Cumberland,  I  should  be  obliged  to  you  to 
give  directions  to  the  commanding  officer  there  to  deliver  to  me  or 
my  orders  what  part  thereof  you  shall  think  proper,  and  I  will  take 
care  that  it  be  distributed  where  it  is  most  wanted  &  will  do  the 
most  service,  and  whatever  remains  shall  be  subject  to  your  order. 
What  makes  this  more  necessary  is,  that  I  am  told  the  powder  in 
its  present  situation  is  in  great  danger. 

u  I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 

"ROBERT  H.  MORRIS. 

"  Gen1-  Shirley." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia  Sunday,  2nd  November,  1755. 

present : 
The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  &C1' 

James  Hamilton,  Robert  Strettell, ") 

Joseph  Turner,  Richard  Peters,    J-  Esquires. 

Lynford  Lardner,  J 

The  Governor  mentioned  to  the  Council  that  as  Mr.  Till,  Mr. 
Growdon,  &  Mr.  Logan,  lived  out  of  town,  he  found  it  difficult  to 
get  a  Council,  and  therefore  proposed  to  add  Three  new  Members, 
viz.,  Benjamin  Cohen,  Esqr"  Attorney  General,  John  Mifflin,  Esqr" 
one  of  the  Aldermen  of  the  City,  &  Dr.  Thomas  Cadwallader;  if 
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they  were  agreeable  to  the  Council;  and  all  the  Members  expressing 
their  entire  Satisfaction  with  them  they  were  admitted,  qualified, 
and  took  their  places. 

The  minutes  of  the  three  preceeding  Councils  were  read  by  the 
new  Members  &  then  the  Governor  ordered  the  Secretary  to  read 
the  following  paper  of  Intelligence  which  was  sent  by  expresses 
from  Township  to  Township  into  all  parts  of  the  Western  Counties 
to  put  them  upon  their  Guard: 

"  May  it  please  your  Honour : 

"  We  have  scarce  strength  to  write.  We  are  for  ever  employed 
&  without  Clerks.  We  have  within  one  hour  received  Letters  from 
Justice  Forster,  from  Mr.  James  Galbreath,  and  John  Harris,  by 
several  Messengers,  with  accounts  that  the  people  at  Auchwick  & 
Juniata  are  cut  off,  and  among  oihers  George  Croghan.  The  date 
of  Mr.  Forster's  Letter  is  the  29th  Instant,  of  Mr.  Galbreath 
the  thirtieth,  but  that  of  Mr.  Harris  is  thro'  his  confusion  not 
dated. 

"  We  cannot  find  Clerks;  we  cannot  write  ourselves  anything 
of  considerable  Length ;  We  must,  therefore,  depend  upon  it  that  we 
shall  be  credited  without  sending  Copies,  and  originals  we  must 
keep  to  convince  the  unhappily  scrupulous  of  the  Truth  oi  our 
accounts. 

"  We  are  all  in  uproar,  all  in  Disorder,  all  willing  to  do,  and  have 
little  in  our  power.  We  have  no  authority,  no  commissions,  no 
officers  practised  in  War,  and  without  the  commisseration  of  our 
Friends  in  Philadelphia,  who  think  themselves  vastly  safer  than 
they  are.  If  we  are  not  immediately  supported  we  must  not  be 
sacrificed,  and  therefore  are  determined  to  go  down  with  all  that 
will  follow  us  to  Philadelphia,  &  Quarter  ourselves  on  its  Inhabitants 
and  wait  our  Fate  with  them.     We  are, 

t    "  Your  Honour's  most  Obedient  humble  Servants, 

'"JOHN  POTTS, 
"CONRAD  WEISER, 
"WM  MANSRIDGE, 
"JONAS  SEELY, 
"JAMES  READ. 
"Mr.  Bird  was  obliged  to  go  home  or  would  certainly  have 
signed  this. 

"  Reading,  October  31st,  1755,  \ 
8  o'clock  at  night."      J 

Then  were  read  several  Letters  mentioning  the  receipt  of  this 
Intelligence,  the  defenceless  state  of  the  Country,  the  inconceivable 
confusion  the  Inhabitants  were  put  into,  and  the  want  of  even  Arms 
and  Ammunition. 
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The  following  Letters  from  Mr.  Parsons  and  from  Mr.  Weiser 
were  delivered  to  the  Governor  in  Council  and  read: 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  William  Parsons  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Coart. 

"October  31st,  1755. 

"  This  morning  very  early  between  4  and  5  of  the  clock  Adam 
Rees,  an  Inhabitant  over  the  first  mountain,  about  six  Miles  from 
Lawrence  Houts,  who  lives  on  this  side  the  Mountain,  came  to  my 
house  and  declared  that  Yesterday  between  11  &  12  of  the  clock 
he  heard  three  guns  fired  towards  the  plantation  of  his  neighbour 
Henry  Hartman,  which  made  him  suspect  that  something  more  than 
ordinary  had  happened  there ;  Whereupon  he  took  his  Gun  and  went 
over  to  Hartman's  house,  being  about  a  quarter  of  a  Mile,  &  found 
him  lying  dead  upon  his  face  on  the  floor,  and  his  Head  was  scalped, 
but  saw  nobody  else.  He  thereupon  made  the  best  of  his  way  thro* 
the  Woods  to  the  Inhabitants  on  this  side  of  the  Mountain  to  in- 
form them  of  what  had  happened.  He  further  informs  me  that  he 
had  been  to  Adam  Reed,  Esqr",  and  related  the  whole  affair  to  him, 
&  that  Mr.  Reed  is  raising  men  to  go  over  the  Mountain  in  quest  of 
the  Murderers. 

"  I  am  your  very  humble  Servant  and  most  hearty  friend, 

"WM-  PARSONS. 

"  To  the  reverend  Mr.  Coart  and  all  other  Friends. 

"  Please  to  forward  this  to  Mr.  Weiser." 


A  Letter  from  Mr.  Parsons  at  Stonyhiln  to  Adam  Reed,  PsqT. 

"  Stonykiln,  November  1st,  1755. 
"Sir: 

"  I  wrote  to  you  yesterday  that  I  intended  to  be  with  you  at  the 
unhappy  place  where  Henry  Hartman  was  murdered,  but  when  I 
was  got  to  the  top  of  the  Mountain  I  met  some  men  who  said  they 
had  seen  two  Men  lying  Dead  and  scalped  in  the  Shamokin  road 
about  two  or  three  Miles  from  the  place  we  then  were ;  Wherefore 
we  altered  our  course,  being  26  in  number,  and  went  to  the  place 
and  found  the  two  men  lying  dead  about  300  Yards  from  each  other, 
and  all  the  Skin  scalped  off  their  heads.  We  got  a  grubbing  Hoe 
and  spade  from  a  Settlement  about  i  a  Mile  from  the  place  and  dug 
a  Grave  as  well  as  we  could,  the  Ground  being  very  stony,  and 
buried  them  both  in  one  grave  without  taking  off  their  Cloaths  or 
examining  at  all  into  their  wounds,  only  we  saw  a  Bullet  had  gone 
thro'  the  leg  of  one  of  them.  I  thought  it  best  to  bury  them  to 
prevent  the  bodies  from  being  torn  to  pieces  by  wild  beasts.  One 
of  the  men  had  a  Daughter  with  him  that  is  yet  missing,  and  the 
other  man  had  a  Wife  &  three  or  four  children  that  are  also  missing. 
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I  shall  be  obliged  to  return  home  in  a  day  or  two,  but  hope  to  see 
you  sometime  about  Christmass,  and  to  find  my  unhappy  Country 
somewhat  relieved  from  this  distressed  Condition.  I  can't  help 
thinking  that  it  would  be  well  for  a  good  number  of  the  Inhabitants 
to  go  next  Monday  and  help  to  bring  the  poor  people's  Grain  and 
Corn  to  this  side.  It  will  help  to  maintain  them,  which  we  must 
do  if  they  can't  maintain  themselves,  and  'tis  very  likely  those  bar- 
barous Indians  will  soon  set  Fire  to  and  burn  all  if  it  be  not  soon 
secured. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  very  humble  Servant, 

"W*  PARSONS. 

"Adam  Read,  Esq'-" 


To  all  his  Majesties  subjects  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  or 

elsewhere : 
V  Whereas,  Andrew  Montour,  Belt  of  Wampum,  two  Mohawks, 
and  other  Indians  came  down  this  day  from  (a)  Shamokin,  who  say 
that  the  whole  Body  of  Indians,  or  greatest  part  of  them  in  the 
French  interest,  is  actually  encamped  on  this  side  (b)  George  Ga- 
briel's near  Sasquehanna,  and  that  we  may  expect  an  attack  in 
three  days  at  farthest,  and  a  French  Fort  to  be  begun  at  Shamokin 
in  ten  days  hence.  Tho'  this  be  the  Indians  report,  We,  the  Sub- 
scribers, do  give  it  as  our  advise  to  repair  immediately  to  the  Fron- 
tiers with  all  our  Forces  to  intercept  their  Passage  into  our  Country, 
and  to  be  prepared  in  the  best  manner  possible  for  the  worst  event, 
as  witness  our  hands.  Paxton,  October  31st,  1755,  From  John 
Harris'  at  12  o'clock  at  Night. 

"JAMES  GALBREATH, 
"JOHN  ALLISON, 
"BARNEY  HUGHES, 
"  ROBERT  WALLACE, 
''JOHN  HARRIS, 
"THOMAS  HARRIS, 
"JAMES  POLLER, 
'  "JAMES  ANDERSON, 

"WILLIAM  WORK, 
"  PATRICK  HEANY. 
"  Before  me, 

"JAMES  GALBREATH. 

"P.  S. — They  positively  affirm  that  the  above-named  Indians 
discovered  a  party  of  the  Enemy  at  Tho5-  McKee's  upper  place  on 
the  30th  of  October  last. 

(a)  Shamokin  is  at  the  Forks  of  Sasquehannah  on  the  east  side. 

(b)  George  Gabriel's  below  the  Forks  of  Sasquehannah,  about  30  Miles  of 
Harris'  Ferry,  on  the  West  side  of  the  River. 
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"  Monacatootha,  the  belt,  and  other  Indians  here,  insist  upon  Mr. 
Weiser's  coming  immediately  here  to  John  Harris'  with  his  Men, 
and  to  Council  with  the  Indians." 

Mr.  Hamilton  finding  by  the  Letters  received  from  Lancaster 
County  that  matters  were  in  the  utmost  danger  and  confusion,  pro- 
posed to  go  instantly  to  the  Town  of  Lancaster  in  order  to  do  all 
the  service  in  his  power,  and  a  Dedimus  with  Blank  military  Com- 
missions by  the  advice  of  the  Council  was  given  by  the  Governor 
to  him,  empowering  him  to  fill  up  the  Blanks  with  such  persons 
names  as  should  offer,  and  were  men  of  known  good  Characters. 
A  Dedimus  was  likewise  given  Mr.  Hamilton  to  qualify  such  Officers 
as  should  be  appointed  in  that  part  of  the  Country.  Sundry  Pe- 
titions from  the  most  respectable  persons  in  the  several  Counties  of 
Cumberland,  York,  Lancas1-'  and  Chester,  setting  forth  the  dismal 
Condition  of  the  Inhabitants  were  read,  and  sundry  Companies 
were  formed  &  Commissions  granted  to  such  as  were  recommended 
for  Captains,  Lieutenants,  and  Ensigns. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Monday,  3d  November,  1755. 
present  : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esqr.,  Lieu- 
tenant  Governor,  &ca- 

Robert  Strettel,  Richard  Peters,  ") 

Lynford  Lardner,  Benjamin  Chew*,  [-Esquires. 

Thomas  Cadwallader,  J 

A  Draught  of  a  Message  to  the  Assembly  having  been  prepared 
by  the  Governor  it  was  read,  considered,  and  approved,  and  whilst 
it  was  transcribing  the  House  sent  a  Message  to  the  Governor  that 
a  Quorum  was  met  in  obedience  to  his  Summons  and  ready  to  re- 
ceive any  thing  he  might  have  to  lay  before  them,  and  desired  a 
copy  of  the  Writ  by  wcb-  they  were  Summon'd. 

The  Governor  desired  the  members  to  acquaint  the  House  that  he 
would  send  one  of  the  Writts  by  the  Secretary,  and  sundry  papers 
of  the  most  interesting  Intelligence,  &  before  these  could  be  read  he 
would  send  them  a  Message  founded  on  those  papers. 

Accordingly  the  Secretary  delivered  to  the  House  one  of  the 
Writts,  together  with  all  the  foregoing  papers  that  are  entered,  and 
sundry  others  of  like  Tenor  that  were  not  entered  in  the  Minutes  of 
Council. 

In  half  an  hour  the  Secretary  delivered  the  following  Message  to 
the  House  : 

A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assemhly. 
"  Gentlemen : 

"Having  received  Intelligence  that  a  party  of  French  and  Indians 
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had  destroyed  some  of  the  Settlements  nigh  the  River  Sasquehan- 
nah, killed  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  carried  others  off  Pri- 
soners, and  that  a  considerable  Body  of  them  had  passed  the  Alle- 
gheny Hills  and  were  moving  towards  the  settled  parts  of  this  Pro- 
vince, issued  Writts  for  calling  You  together,  since  which  I  have 
had  repeated  accounts  of  the  motions  of  the  Enemy,  who,  I  am 
informed,  are  Fifteen  hundred  in  number,  &  are  encamped  on  the 
Sasquehannah  about  thirty  miles  above  Harris'  Perry. 

u  The  papers  that  I  have  ordered  to  be  laid  before  you  will  inform 
you  of  the  Cruelties  their  Parties  had  committed  upon  the  Inhabit- 
ants of  this  Province  on  both  sides  the  Sasquehannah,  and  that  they 
have  penetrated  as  far  as  the  Kittochtinny  Hills,  within  about  eighty 
Miles  of  this  City. 

"  This  Invasion  was  what  we  had  the  greatest  reason  to  believe 
would  be  the  Consequence  of  General  Braddock's  defeat  and  the 
Retreat  of  the  regular  Troops,  &  had  my  hands  been  properly 
strengthened  I  should  have  put  this  Province  into  such  a  posture  of 
Defence  as  might  have  prevented  the  Mischiefs  that  have  since 
happened. 

u  It  seems  clear  from  the  different  accounts  I  have  received  that 
the  French  have  gained  to  their  Interest  the  Delaware  &  Shawanese 
Indians  under  the  ensnaring  pretence  of  restoring  them  to  their 
Country,  Their  intimate  knowledge  of  which  will  make  them  very 
dangerous  Enemys  to  the  Colonys  in  general,  and  to  this  in  par- 
ticular. 

"  As  soon  as  I  could  inform  myself  of  the  number  and  motion  of 
the  French  &  Indians,  I  signified  the  same  to  the  neighbouring 
Governments,  that  they  might  not  only  be  upon  their  Guard  but 
prepared  to  afford  us  such  assistance  as  the  progress  of  the  Enemy 
might  make  necessary,  and  at  the  same  time  transmitted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  the  Intelligence  I  had  received,  and  acquainted 
them  with  the  defenceless  state  of  the  Province. 

"  The  people  in  the  back  Counties  have  on  this  important  Occa- 
sion behaved  themselves  with  uncommon  spirit  and  activity,  but 
complain  much  of  the  "Want  of  Order  &  Discipline,  as  well  as  of 
Arms  and  Ammunition.  As  we  have  no  Militia  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  Form  the  people  into  such  regular  Bodies  as  the  present 
Exigency  requires,  and  you  must  be  sensible  that  I  have  neither 
Money,  Arms,  or  Ammunition  at  my  disposal  j  all  I  have,  therefore, 
been  able  to  do  has  been  to  issue  Commissions  to  such  as  were  will- 
ing to  take  them  and  to  encourage  the  people  to  defend  themselves 
and  their  Families  till  the  Government  was  enabled  to  protect 
them. 

"  The  cruel  and  bloody  Disposition  of  the  Indians  is  known  to  all, 
and  has  been  unhappily  felt  by  two  many  of  the  Inhabitants.  Wbftt 
the  designs  of  the  Enemy  are  can  only  be  conjectured  from  their 
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Motions  and  Numbers,,  from  which  &  from  the  known  Circumstances 
of  this  Province,  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  they  have  something 
more  in  view  than  barely  cutting  off  and  destroying  some  of  the 
Frontier  Settlements. 

"  His  Majesty  and  the  Proprietaries  have  committed  the  People 
of  this  Province  to  my  Charge  and  Care.  I  have  done  and  still 
very  readily  do  every  thing  in  my  Power  to  fulfil  that  important 
trust;  and  to  that  end  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  call  upon  you  to 
grant  such  supplies  of  Money  as  his  Majestie's  Service  at  this 
important  and  dangerous  Crisis  may  require,  and  to  prepare  a  Bill 
for  establishing  a  regular  Militia,  exempting  such  as  are  conscien- 
tiously scrupulous  of  bearing  arms,  it  being  impossible  without  such 
a  Law,  tho'  large  sums  of  Money  should  be  raised,  to  prevent  Con- 
fusion and  disorder  or  conduct  matters  with  any  degree  of  Regu- 
larity. 

"  As  the  Enemy  are  now  laying  waste  the  Country  and  Slaught- 
ering the  inhabitants  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost,  I  therefore  think 
it  necessary  upon  this  occasion  to  inform  You  that  I  am  ready  and 
Willing  to  consent  to  a  Law  for  emitting  any  sum  in  Paper  Money 
the  present  service  may  require,  if  Funds  are  established  for  sink- 
ing the  same  in  Five  years,  but  I  cannot  think  it  consistent  either 
with  the  powers  of  my  Commission  or  the  duty  I  owe  to  the  Crown, 
to  pass  any  Bill  of  the  same  or  a  like  Tenor  of  those  I  have  here- 
tofore refused,  And  I  hope  you  will  not  waste  your  Time  in  offering 
me  any  such  Bills  as  you  must  know  from  what  has  passed  between 
me  and  the  late  Assembly  and  the  information  I  now  give  you  it 
is  not  in  my  power  to  consent  to,  &  I  earnestly  recommend  it  to 
you  to  afford  in  Time  that  assistance  which  your  bleeding  Country 
stands  so  much  in  need  of. 

"ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 

"  Philadelphia,  November  3rd,  1755." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Wednesday  the  5th  Novem- 
ber, 1755,  A.  M. 

PRESENT  I 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esqr-  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  &ca- 

Robert  Strettle,  Joseph  Turner,         "} 

Richard  Peters,  Lynford  Lardner,        ! -™ 

Benjamin  Chew,  Thomas  Cadwalader,  ^S(luires- 
John  Mifflin,  J 

Intelligences  received  by  this  day's  post  were  read  and  ordered 
to  be  entered. 

The  Intelligence  given  by  Manoquetotha  this  fisst  day  of  No- 
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vember,  1755,  Interpreted  by  Andrew  Montour  and  John  Davis, 
is  as  followeth,  viz'-: 

"That  about  12  days  ago  the  Delawares  sent  for  Andrew  Mon- 
tour to  go  to  the  Big  Island,  on  which  he  and  Montour  with  three 
more  Indians  went  up  immediately,  and  found  there  about  six  of 
the  Delawares  and  4  Shawanese  who  informed  them  that  they  had 
received  a  Hatchet  from  the  French  on  purpose  to  kill  what  game 
they  could  meet  with,  and  to  be  used  against  the  English  if  they 
proved  saucy. 

"  This  account  was  particularly  given  from  the  Delawares,  and 
they  further  informed  them  that  they  had  received  the  Hatchet 
from  the  French  &  they  were  determined  to  use  it  against  the  En- 
glish while  any  of  them  are  alive.  They  further  inform  that  about 
20  days  ago  a  considerable  body  of  Indians  with  about  100  French 
amounting  in  all  to  about  1,500  to  be  divided  when  they  approached 
the  Frontiers  into  certain  Divisions  viz'-:  40  against  Shamokin  to 
come  down  Juniata,  and  40  to  Harris'  Ferry,  and  so  on  quite  over 
the  Province,  that  this  body  had  actually  left  the  Ohio  about  20 
days  ago  for  the  above  said  purpose. 

"  Andrew  Montour  further  said  that  there  was  scouting  Parties 
set  out  from  Duquesne  about  8  days  before  the  main  body  men- 
tioned above,  and  he  supposes  that  some  of  these  parties  were  those 
who  engaged  our  People  on  Penn's  Creek,  on  their  return  from 
Shamokin.  The  French  designed  to  build  a  Fort  at  Shamokin. 
Andrew  Montour  saith  that  the  above  said  Indians  intend  to  take 
up  their  Winter  Quarters  at  Lancaster  this  Winter. 

"JOHN  ELDER. 
"  HENRY  DEGONON. 
"  JOHN  HARRIS. 
"THOMAS  MAYO. 
"MOSES  DICKEY. 
"THO- RUTHERFORD. 
"WILLIAM  KERR." 


A  Letter  to  Richard  Peters,  Esq.,  from  John  Potter,  Sheriff,  dated 
at  Conegochege. 

"  Conegogig,  3d  November,  1755. 
"  Mr.  Peters  : 

"  Sir,  this  comes  yc'  melancholy  account  of  the  ruin  of  the  great 
Cove  whicn  is  reduced  to  Ashes,  and  numbers  of  the  Inhabitants 
murdered  and  taken  Captives  on  Saturday  last  about  3  of  the  Clock 
in  the  afternoon.  I  received  intelligence  in  Conjunction  with  Mr. 
Adam  Hoopcs,  and  sent  immediately  and  appointed  our  Neighbours 
to  met  at  McDowel's.  On  Sunday  morning  I  was  not  there  six 
vol.  vi. — 43. 
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Minutes  till  we  observed  about  a  Mile  and  a  half  distant  one  Mat- 
thew Patton's  House  and  Barn  in  Flames,  on  which  we  sat  off  with 
about  40  Men,  tho'  there  was  at  least  one  hundred  and  Sixty  there., 
our  old  Officers  hid  themselves  for  (ought  as"  I  know)  to  save  their 
Scalps  until  afternoon  when  Danger  was  over;  we  went  to  Patton's 
with  a  seeming  Resolution  and  Courage  but  found  no  Indians  there, 
on  which  we  advanced  to  a  rising  Ground,  where  we  immediately 
discovered  another    House  &  Barn  on   fire  belonging  to  Mesach 
James  about  one  mile  up  the  Creek  from  Thomas  Bar's;  we  set  off 
directly  for  that  place  but  they  had  gone  up  the  Creek  to  another 
plantation  left  by  one  Widow  Jordan  the  day  before,  but  had  un- 
happily .  gone  back  that  Morning  with  a  young  Woman,  Daughter 
to  one   William  Clark,  for  some  Milk  for  Childer,  were  both  taken 
Captives  but  neither  House  nor  Barn  Hurt.     I  have  heard  of  no 
more  burnt  in  that  Valey,  yet  which  makes  me  believe  they  hav 
gone    off   for    some    time,    but    I   much   fear     they     will   retu 
before    we   are  prepared  for  them,  for  it  was   three  of  the  Cloc 
in    the  afternoon    before    a    Recruit   came  of   about    sixty   men, 
then  we  held  council'  whether  to  pursue  up   the  Valley  all  Nigh 
or   return  to  McDowel's,  the  former  of  which  I  and  Mr.  Hoo 
and  some  others  plead  for  but  could  not  obtain  without  puttin 
it  to  Votes,  which    done   we    were  out    voted  by  a  considerabl 
number,  upon  which  I  and  my  Company  was  left  by  them  tha 
night  and  came  home,  for  I  will  not  guard  a  man  that  will  not  figh 
when  called  in  so  eminent  manner,  for  there  was  not  six  of  thesi 
men  that  would  consent  to  go  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians. 

"I  am  much  afraid  that  Juniata,  Tuscaroro,  and  Sherman's  Val- 
ley hath  suffered.  There  is  two-thirds  of  the  Inhabitants  of  thi 
Valley  who  hath  already  fled,  leaving  their  Plantations,  &  withou 
speedy  Succor  be  granted  I  am  of  opinion  this  County  will  be  lea 
dissolute  without  Inhabitant.  Last  night  I  had  a  Family  of  up 
wards  of  an  hundred  of  Women  and  Children  who  fled  for  Succor 
You  cannot  form  no  just  Idea  of  the  Distressed  &  Distracted  Con 
dition  of  our  Inhabitants  unless  your  Eyes  seen  and  your  Ea 
heard  their  Crys.  I  am  of  opinion  it  is  not  in  the  Power  of  ou: 
Representatives  to  meet  in  Assembly  at  this  time.  If  our  Assenv 
bly  will  give  us  any  additional  Supply  of  Arms  &  Ammunition,  th 
latter  of  which  is  most  wanted,  I  cou'd  wish  it  were  put  into  th 
hands  of  such  persons  as  would  go  out  upon  Scouts  after  the  India 
rather  than  for  the  supply  of  Forts. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  Obedient  very  humble  Servant, 

"  JOHN  POTTER,  Sheriff. 

"  Sr. :  Please  to  call  upon  the  Assembly  for  the  money  due  to  m 

"J.  P 


PROVINCIAL  COUNCIL.  675 

Copy  of  a  Letter  of  Mr.  Thomas  Barton* 's  for  the  Governor. 
"  3  o'clock  in  the  Morning,  November  2nd,  1755. 
H  Gentlemen : 

u  I  am  just  come  from  Carlisle.  You  may  see  by  the  inclosed 
in  what  a  Situation  I  left  it.  The  great  Cove  is  entirely  reduced  to 
ashes.  Andrew  Montour  charged  Mr.  Ruchanon  last  night  at  John 
Harris'  to  hasten  home  &  remove  his  wife  and  children.  I  suppose 
by  to-morrow  there  will  not  be  one  Woman  or  Child  in  the  Town. 

"  Mr.  Hans  Hamilton  marches  this  morning  with  a  party  of 
Sixty  men  from  Carlisle  to  Shippen's  Town.  Mr.  Pope  and  Mr. 
McConaughy  came  over  with  me  to  raise  Reinforcements  in  order 
to  join  Mr.  Hamilton  immediately. 

"  I  intend  this  morning  to  return  to  Carlisle  with  a  Party  of  men 
to  guard  that  Town ;  the  Gent"-  there  desire  me  to  request  your  as- 
sistance without  Delay. 

"  I  am,  Gent"-  Ypur's,  &ca- 

"  THOS.  BARTON. 
"  A  true  Copy. 

"  f  THOS.  ARMOR." 


Intelligence  from  Benjamin  Chambers. 

"  Fallow  spring,  Sabbath  Morn5'  ) 
"Novr-2nd,  1755.  } 

"  To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Lower  part  of  the  County  of  Cum- 
berland : 

"  Gentlemen — 

"  If  you  intend  to  go  to  the  assistance  of  your  neighbours  you 
need  wait  any  longer  for  the  Certainty  of  the  News.  The  Great 
Cove  is  destroyed ;  James  Campbell  left  this  Company  last  night 
and  went  to  the  Fort  at  Mr.  Steel's  Meeting  House,  and  there  saw 
some  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Great  Cove,  who  gave  this  account 
that  as  they  came  over  the  Hill  they  saw  their  houses  in  Flames. 
The  Messenger  says  that  there  is  but  100,  and  that  they  divided 
into  two  parts.  The  one  part  to  go  against  the  Cove  and  the  other 
against  the  Conolloways,  and  that  there  are  no  French  among  them. 
They  are  Delawares  and  Shawnese.  The  part  that  came  against 
the  Cove  are  under  the  command  of  Shingas  the  Delaware  King, 
the  people  of  the  Cove  that  came  off  saw  several  men  lying  dead, 
they  heard  the  murder  Shout  &  the  firing  of  Cams,  and  saw  the 
Indians  going  into  the  Houses  that  they  had  come  out  of  before 
they  "left  sight  of  the  Cove.  I  have  sent  Express  to  Marsh  Creek 
at  the  same  time  that  I  send  this,  so  I  expect  there  will  be  a  good 
Company  from  there  this  day,  and  as  there  is  but  100  of  the  Enemy 
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I  think  it  is  in  our  power  (if  God  permit)  to  put  them  to  flight  if 
you  turn  out  well  from  your  parts.  I  understand  that  the  West  Set- 
tlement is  designed  to  go  if  they  can  get  any  assistance  to  repel 
them. 

"  All  in  haste  from  Your  humble  Servant, 

"BENJAMIN  CHAMBERS/ 


A  Letter  to   Governor  Morris  from  John  Armstrong,  Usqr'*  at 

Carlisle. 

"  Carlisle,  2nd  November,  1755. 
"  Honoured  Sir : 

"  At  four  o'Clock  this  afternoon  by  Expresses  from  Conegochege 
we  are  informed  that  Yesterday  about  100  Indians  were  seen  in  th 
Great  Cove,  among  whom  was  Shingas  the  Delaware  King;  that  im 
mediately  after  the  discovery  as  many  as  had  notice  fled,  &  looking 
back  from  an  high  Hill  they  beheld  their  Houses  on  Fire,  heard 
several  Guns  fired  and  the  last  shrieks  of  their  dying  neighbours 
'tis  said  the  Enemy  divided  and  one  part  moved  towards  the  Canal 
lowais.  Mr.  Hamilton  was  here  with  60  men  from  York  county 
when  the  Express  came,  and  is  to  march  early  to-morrow  to  the 
upper  part  of  the  County.  We  have  sent  out  expresses  every 
where,  and  intend  to  collect  the  Forces  of  this  Lower  part,  expect- 
ing the  Enemy  every  moment  at  Sheerman's  Valley  if  not  nearer 
hand.  I'm  of  opinion  that  no  other  means  than  a  Chain  of  Block 
Houses  along  or  near  the  South  side  of  the  Kittatinny  Mountain, 
from  Susquehannah  to  the  Temporary  Line,  can  secure  the  Lives 
and  Properties  even  of  the  old  Inhabitants  of  this  County,  the  new  I 
Settlement  being  all  fled  except  Sheerman's  Valley,  whom  (if  God  I 
do  not  preserve)  we  fear  will  suffer  very  soon. 

"  I  am  Your  Honour's  disconsolate  Humble  Servant, 

"JON-  ARMSTRONG." 

And  from  thence  a  Message  was  framed  and  sent  to  the  Assembly 
with  the  Papers  : 

A  Message  from  the   Governor  to  the  Assenibly. 
11  Gentlemen : 

"I  this  minute  received  intelligence  that  the  Settlements  at  a 
place  called  the  Great  Cove,  in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  are 
destroyed,  the  Houses  burnt,  and  such  of  the  Inhabitants  as  could  II 
not  make  their  Escape  either  slaughtered  or  made  Prisoners;  this 
and  the  other  Cruelties  committed  upon  our  Frontiers  has  so 
alarmed  the  remaining  Inhabitants  that  they  are  quitting  their  Habi- 
tations &  crowding  into  the  more  settled  parts  of  the  Province,  which i 
in  their  Turn  will  become  the  Frontier  if  some  stop  is  not  speedily ; 
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put  to  the  cruel  Ravages  of  these  Bloody  Invaders.  In  this  melan- 
choly situation  of  our  affairs  may  be  attended  with  the  most  fatal 
Consequences.  I  must,  therefore,  again  most  heartily  press  you 
!  upon  this  further  Intelligence  to  strengthen  my  hands  and  enable 
j  me  speedily  to  draw  forth  the  Forces  of  this  Province  against  his 
Majestie's  Enemies,  and  to  afford  the  necessary  and  timely  assist- 
ance to  the  back  Inhabitants. 

"ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 
"Philadelphia,  November  5th,  1755,  P.  M." 

The  Papers  delivered  to  the  House  on  Monday  night  were  de- 
manded of  the  House  by  the  Secretary,  &  he  was  told  that  they 
should  be  delivered  in  the  morning,  as  the  House  was  then  upon 
the  part  of  the  Governor's  Message  to  which  they  related. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philad1-'  Wednesday  the  5th  November, 
1755,  P.  M. 

Present  as  in  the  forenoon. 

A  Message  was  delivered  from  the  Assembly  by  two  members, 
and  was  read. 

A  Message  to  the  Governor  from  the  Assembly. 
41  May  it  please  the  Governor  : 

"Since  the  issuing  Writts  for  calling  us  together,  the  Governor 
is  pleased  to  let  us  know  by  his  Message  of  the  third  instant  that 
he  had  repeated  accounts  of  the  motions  of  a  party  of  French  & 
Indians  who  have  destroyed  some  of  his  Settlements  nigh  the 
River  Sasquehanna,  who  he  is  informed  (are  JFifteen  hundred  in 
number,  and  are  encamped  on  that  River  about  thirty  miles  above 
Harris'  Ferry),  but  we  cannot  find  by  the  Papers  and  Letters  the 
Governor  has  been  pleased  to  lay  before  us,  that  fifteen  hundred  of 
the  Enemy  are  encamped  on  Sasquehanna,  about  thirty  miles  above 
Harris'  Ferry,  or  on  any  part  of  that  River.  Nevertheless,  it  is 
too  evident  that  the  Back  Settlers  are  greatly  alarmed  and  terrified, 
and  that  Cruelties  have  been  committed  upon  the  Inhabitants,  prin- 
cipally within  the  late  purchase  made  by  the  Proprietaries  the  last 
Year  at  Albany,  by  some  Parties  of  the  Delaware  and  Shawancse 
Indians,  joined,  perhaps  (tho'  that  is  not  very  clear),  with  a  few  of 
the  French  Mohawks,  who,  several  of  the  accounts  say,  were  to  be 
followed  by  a  large  number  of  French  and  Indians  from  Fort  Du 
Quesne,  with  a  design  of  dividing  themselves  into  parties  to  fall 
upon  the  remote  Inhabitants  of  this  Province  &  Virginia. 

"By  these  Hostilities  of  the  French  and  the  Indians  who  have 
engaged  to  join  them,  the  Indians  who  are  still  inclined  to  preserve 
their  alliances  with  us,  seem  equally  terrified  lest  the  remote  In- 
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habitants  and  the  English  generally,  should  revenge  upon  them  the 
barbarities  committed  by  parties  of  the  Delawares  and  Shawanese 
Indians.  Therefore,  in  our  opinion,  it  requires  great  Care  and 
Judgment  in  conducting  our  Indian  Affairs  at  this  critical  Junc- 
ture ;  for  as  the  Six  Nations  are  in  alliance  with  the  Crown  of  * 
Great  Britain,  and  numbers  of  them  joined  the  King's  Forces  un- 
der General  Johnson,  who  acted  with  great  Fidelity  and  Bravery, 
It  seems  absolutely  necessary  on  our  part  to  request  the  Governor 
would  be  pleased  to  inform  us  whether  he  knows  of  any  disgust  or 
Injury  the  Delawares  or  Shawanese  have  ever  received  from  this 
Province,  &  by  what  means  their  affections  can  be  so  alienated  as 
not  only  to  take  up  the  Hatchet  against  us,  in  Breach  of  their  De- 
pendance  upon  the  Six  Nations,  by  whom  they  were  long  since  sub- 
dued, but  of  the  Friendly  interviews  and  Treaties  we  have  so 
repeatedly  and  very  lately  held  with  them  and  the  Indians  of  the 
Six  united  Nations,  both  before  and  since  the  defection  of  part  of 
the  Shawanese  under  P.  Chartier,  to  whom  particularly  this  Gov- 
ernment interposed  their  good  Offices  in  procuring  the  Liberty  and 
sending  home  a  number  of  their  people  as  we  apprehended;  very 
much  to  their  Satisfaction. 

"  We  likewise  request  the  Governor  would  be  pleased  to  inform 
us  whether  he  has  any  knowledge  of  the  Inclinations  of  the  Six 
Nations,  or  what  part  they  have  acted  in  relation  to  this  cruel  in- 
cursion of  the  Delawares  and  Shawanese  within  the  Limits  of  this 
Province ;  And  that  he  would  lay  before  us  the  Indian  Treaty  held 
at  Philadelphia,  in  September  last,  as  we  are  resolved  to  do  every 
thing  in  our  power  to  redress  them  if  they  shall  appear  to  have  re- 
ceived any  wrong  or  Injury  at  our  hands,  tho'  nothing  of  that  kind  hath 
come  to  our  knowledge,  and  if  possible  to  regain  their  affections, 
rather  than  by  any  neglect  or  refusal  of  that  Justice  we  owe  to  them 
and  all  our  Indian  Allies,  entail  upon  ourselves  and  our  posterity 
the  Calamities  of  a  Cruel  Indian  War,  of  which  we  apprehend  there 
may  be  too  much  Danger,  unless  the  most  speedy  and  Cautious 
Methods  are  taken  to  prevent  it. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  House. 

"ISAAC  NORMS,  Speaker. 

"Novembr-5th,  1755,  P.  M." 

Which  being  considered,  the  Council  was  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  it  appeared  by  the  Contents  thereof  that  the  Assembly 
did  not  intend  to  provide  for  the  Defence  &  Security  of  the  Prov- 
ince by  preparing  the  Bills  recommended  in  the  first  Message; 
Wherefore  and  because  it  appears  by  all  the  Letters  received  from 
the  Inhabitants  that  they  are  in  the  utmost  disorder  and  confusion 
and  in  great  want  of  Arms  and  Ammunition  and  press  for  imme- 
diate assistance,  The  Council  was  further  of  opinion  that  the  Gov- 
ernor ought  to  lose  no  more  time  in  Messages  with  the  Assembly, 
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but  repair  in  Person  immediately  to  the  Frontier  with  a  Quorum 
of  the  Council  to  give  all  possible  assistance  and  Countenance  to 
such  as  are  willing  to  take  up  arms  against  his  Majestie's  Enemies 
by  Proclamation,  where  he  will  still  have  it  in  his  power  to  con- 
sider and  assent  to  all  Bills  that  may  be  offered  him  by  the  As- 
sembly, if  they  think  proper  to  offer  any. 

The  Ship  Lydia  being  arrived  this  afternoon  from  London,  Mr. 
Mifflin  was  desired  to  go  and  enquire  what  Quantity  she  had  brought 
in  of  Powder  and  Lead  and  Arms,  and  secure  them  for  the  use  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.  Peters  &  Mr.  Lardner  delivered  their  report,  which  was  read 
in  these  words : 

"Mr.  Peters  and  Mr.  Lardner,  the  Committee  appointed  to  en- 
quire what  Arms  or  Ammunition  had  been  distributed  by  any 
Members  of  the  late  or  present  Assembly,  and  to  whom  and  by 
what  Authority  they  have  taken  upon  them  to  do  it,  Do  report  that 
in  order  to  be  informed  of  this  matter  they  enquired  of  Mr.  Trotter 
if  he  distributed  Arms  or  knew  who  did,  and  he  told  them  that 
the  late  Assembly  had  appointed  a  Committee  for  that  purpose,  but 
of  whom  it  consisted  he  could  not  tell,  other  than  that  Evan  Morgan 
and  Benjamin  Franklin  were  of  it,  and  he  believed  the  only  acting  Per- 
sons under  that  appointment.  Whereupon  they  went  to  Mr.  Morgan, 
who  told  them  that  he  was  one  of  a  committee  appointed  by  the  late 
Assembly,  and  in  virtue  thereof  he  had  purchased  and  sent  up  seve- 
ral Quantities  of  Arms  at  different  times  to  such  of  the  Back  In- 
habitants as  had  petitioned  for  them  and  were  known  to  be  most 
exposed  to  danger,  and  being  asked  for  the  Particulars  he  delivered 
to  them  the  List  hereto  annexed,  and  said  it  contained  .a  full  and 
true  Account  of  the  number  of  Arms  &  quantities  of  Ammunition 
distributed  by  him  in  virtue  of  the  order  of  the  late  Assembly ;  and 
being  asked  whether  any  order  had  been  given  by  the  present  As- 
sembly for  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  Arms,  He  said  not  that 
he  knew  of.  They  then  went  to  Mr.  Franklin,  who  being  asked  the 
same  Questions  as  Mr.  Morgan,  said  That  he  was  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  late  Assembly,  and  that  none  had  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  present  Assembly  for  the  purchase  of  Arms,  and  that 
in  virtue  thereof  he  had  distributed  Sundrys;  The  particulars  where- 
of he  had  put  down  in  writing  and  delivered  to  them  the  paper 
annexed,  telling  them  at  the  same  time  that  all  the  Arms  and  Am- 
munition therein  mentioned  had  been  delivered  while  the  Governor 
was  at  New  Castle  and  since  his  return. 

"RICHARD  PETERS. 

"LYNFORD  LARDNER." 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Thursday,  6th  Novemr>  1755. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esqr.,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  &ca- 

Robert  Strettel,  Joseph  Turner,        ") 

Richard  Peters,  Lyndford  Lardner,  V  Esqrs. 

Benjamin  Chew,  John  Mifflin,  j 

The  Governor  having  caused  the  Inhabitants  of  the  several  Coun- 
ties to  be  told  that  if  they  would  enter  into  associations,  form  them- 
selves into  Companies,  and  recommend  fit  persons  for  their  Officers, 
he  would  grant  them  Commissions  and  give  them  all  the  Encour- 
agement in  his  power,  He  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  a  great 
number  of  Petitions  for  Companies,  and  to  the  Officers  recommended 
he  very  readily  granted  Commissions,  who  all  took  the  Oaths  to  his 
Majesty  and  subscribed  the  Declaration  required  by  Law. 

The  further  Intelligence  that  have  been  lately  received  concerning 
the  advances  and  Operations  of  the  Indians  was  sent  by  expresses 
with  proper  Letters  to  General  Shirley,  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  Gover- 
nor Belcher,  and  Governor  Sharpe. 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  defenceless  state 
of  the  Province,  and  debated  a  long  time  on  sundry  proposals  that 
were  offered  for  raising  supplies  of  Arms  and  Ammunitions. 

The  Governor  was  informed  that  the  Assembly  proposed  to  offer 
him  a  Bill  for  raising  Money  by  Taxes  on  Real  Estates,  &  that 
they  had  included  the  Proprietary  Estate  in  such  Bill  tho'  ex- 
empted by  former  Laws,  and  desired  the  Council  would  consider 
this  matter  well  that  he  might  be  prepared  to  give  an  Answer  to 
the  Assembly  in  case  they  sent  such  Bill  After  long  Deliberation 
all  were  of  opinion  that  the  Governor  could  not  give  his  assent  to 
such  Bill. 

The  inhabitants  from  all  the  parts  of  the  Province,  interior  as 
well  as  Frontier  Counties,  petitioned  the  Governor  &  Assembly  by 
seperate  Petitions  that  they  would  forthwith  concur  in  enacting 
Laws  as  well  for  a  Militia  as  for  the  immediate  defence  of  the 
Province,  City,  and  the  Security  of  their  Trade  and  Naviga- 
tion. 


terj 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Friday,  7th  November,  1755. 
"  present : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esqr-  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  &ca* 

Joseph  Turner, 

Richard  Peters,     ^Esquires. 

Lynford  Lardner, 

The  Minutes  of  the  Indian  Treaty  held  with  the  Owendats  and 
some  of  the  Six  Nations  in  August  last  were  read,  and  a  fair  Copy 
thereof  was  wrote  in  order  to  be  sent  to  the  Assembly  agreeable  to 
their  request. 

"  The  Council  not  being  able  to  come  to  any  determined  opinion 
about  the  several  methods  proposed  for  raising  supplies  of  Arms 
and  Ammunition,  and  thinking  it  might  be  attended  with  ill  Con- 
sequences to  go  into  private  Subscriptions  or  any  other  means  be- 
fore they  knew  positively  what  the  Assembly  would  finally  do,  the 
Governor  was  of  a  different  opinion,  and  declared  that  the  present 
Exigency  would  not  admit  of  delay,  and  therefore  applied  to  the 
Proprietary  Receiver  General  to  advance  him  the  sum  of  £1,000 
of  the  Proprietary's  Money  in  order  to  purchase  Arms  &  Ammuni- 
tion for  the  use  of  the  back  Inhabitants,  but  Mr.  Hockley  excused 
himself  by  assuring  the  Governor  that  he  had  not  £100  in  the 
House. 

Several  Military  Commissions  were  applied  for  on  the  Recom- 
mendation of  the  Magistrates  of  the  County  of  Kent  and  granted. 

The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Weiser  who  was  in  his  way  here 
along  with  Scarroyady  and  Andrew  Montour,  was  delivered  in  Council : 


A  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  Conrad  Weiser,  Usqr- 
"  Germantown,  at  6  o'clock  in  the  evening,  Novr-  7th,  1755. 
a  Honoured  Sir : 

"  I  arrived  here  just  now  with  Andrew  Montour,  Scarroyady,  and 
drunken  Zigrea ;  they  would  go  to  Philadelphia  to  know  what  we 
would  do  for  them  or  not,  &  all  what  I  cou'd  tell  of  them  was  to  no 
purport.  I  think  they  are  very  good  Friends  with  no  rest  of  the 
Indians  on  Sasquehannah  ;  the  Question  is  whether  we  ate  theirs, 
they  say  they  will  have  in  plain  Terms  how  things  shall  be.  Since 
my  last  three  Persons  have  been  buried,  killed  by  the  Enemy. 
Witnesses,  two  of  my  sons  &  the  Coroner  of  the  county  of  Berks 
is  gone  up,  and  will  make  report  to  your  Honour  (I  believe) 
accordingly.  The  rest  I  must  refer  till  I  have  the  Satisfaction  to 
wait  upon  your  Honour,  who  am  George  Kast's, 

"  Honoured  Sir,  Your  most  obedient 

«  CONRAD  WEISER. 
"Governor  Morris." 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia;  Saturday  8tb  November,  1755. 
present: 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  &^- 

Robert  Strettel,  John  Mifflin,      >  «    rs 

Lynford  Lardner,  Richard  Peters,  J       ^ 

A  Bill  was  presented  by  two  Members  to  the  Governor  for  his 
concurrence,  entituled  "A  Bill  for  striking  Sixty  thousand  Pounds 
in  Bills  of  credit,  and  for  granting  the  same  to  the'  King's  use,  and 
to  provide  a  Fund  for  sinking  the  same  by  a  Tax  of  Six  pence  ^ 
Pound  and  ten  shillings  Per  head  yearly  for  four  Years  on  all  the 
Estates,  real  &  personal,  &  Taxables  within  this  Province/'  which 
was  read. 

The  Governor  after  hearing  the  Bill  was  under  a  great  concern 
of  mind  at  the  ill  temper  of  the  Assembly  in  raising  a  dispute  about 
the  Proprietary  Tax  at  such  a  dangerous  time  as  this,  and  having 
received  at  the  last  Council  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Members 
that  he  ought  not  to  pass  such  a  Bill,  and  those  present  adhering  to 
their  opinion,  he  drew  a  Message  to  the  Assembly,  and  whilst  it 
was  considering  the  Indians,  viz*''  Scarroyady,  Andrew  Montour, 
Jagrea,  and  Scarroyady's  son,  with  Mr.  Weiser,  came  into  Council. 

The  Governor  bid  the  Indians  welcome,  was  particularly  obliged 
io  them  for  this  visit,  &  would  be  glad  of  their  advice  in  these  dan- 
gerous Times. 

Scarroyady  Speaker. 
■u  Brethren : 

"  Since  we  saw  one  another  last  Affairs  have  taken  a  great  turn.. 
We  have  now  need  to  look  about  us  in  this  dangerous  time.  I 
•came  down  on  purpose  to  encourage  both  Governor,  Council,  Wise 
men,  and  Warriors.  I  have  something  to  say  to  them  of  very  great 
Consequence." 

Gave  a  String. 

Scarroyady  then  prftceeds : 
■"  Brethren — 

"  Two  Messengers  came  from  Ohio  to  an  Indian  Town  at  the  Big 
Island  on  Sasquehannah,  and  seeing  an  Englishman  that  by  accident 
happened  to  be  there,  They  said  kill  him.  No,  say  the  Indians  of 
the  Big  Island,  we  will  not  kill  him  nor  suffer  him  to  be  killed.. 
We  have  lived  in  peace  many  Years  with  the  English  here ;  if  you, 
are  so  blood  thirsty  go  some  where  else  for  Blood — go  where  the 
Blood  already  covers  the  Ground.  We  will  have  no  Blood  spilt 
here.  These  two  Messengers  were  Delawares,  and  said  further  that 
they  had  something  very  extraordinary  to  say  to  them,  and  then 
producing  a  Belt  offered  to  deliver  a  Message  from  the  Governor  of 
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Canada,  but  the  Sasquehannah  Indians  stopped  them,  desiring  they 
would  defer  their  Speech  till  they  could  send  for  some  of  their 
.Neighbours,  and  when  their  Neighbours  came  they  delivered  their 
Speech  in  the  name  of  Onontio. 

"  '  Children :  I  have  often  warned  you  to  move  from  this  River. 
You  are  Children.  You  must  now  go  where  I  cannot  hurt  you. 
You  are  in  my  way.  You  must  not  stay  any  longer.  I  will  allow 
you  to  wear  a  little  Hatchet  that  can  kill  a  Bear  or  a  Deer  or  an 
Englishman  ;  a  little  Hatchet  will  serve  for  this  purpose.  You  wear 
Petticoats;  do  not,  therefore,  concern  yourselves  in  War  nor  enquire 
•any  thing  about  Warriors,  only  move  away  from  this  River  that 
you  may  not  stand  in  my  way.  If  you  want  Powder  and  Lead  I 
have  enough  at  Ohio;  it  lies  there  in  heaps,  and  you  may  have 
what  Quantity  you  please/  This  last  part  of  the  Speech  was  made 
to  the  Delawares  &>no  Indians  else." 

G-ave  a  Belt  of  -Wampum. 

"  The  two  Ohio  Delawares  proceeded  and  told  the  Indians  to  send 
for  all  the  Indians  that  were  among  the  English.  If  Onontio  finds 
-any  of  your  Indians  among  the  White  people  he  will  kill  them,  & 
therefore  he  gives  you  this  Warning,  &  be  sure  mind  what  we  say. 

"  The  two  Messengers  said  further :  '  We,  the  Delawares  of  Ohio, 
*do  proclaim  War  against  the  English.  We  have  been  their  Friends 
■many  years,  but  now  have  taken  up  the  Hatchet  against  them,  & 
we  will  never  make  it  up  with  them  whilst  there  is  an  English  man 
alive. 

■" 4  We  tell  you  that  the  French  have  a  numerous  Alliance  of  other 
Indians  as  well  as  the  Delawares  in  this  War/ 

[Danced  the  War  Dance.] 

"Then  said  further :  l  When  Washington  was  defeated  We,  the 
Delawares,  were  blamed  as  the  Cause  of  it.  We  will  now  kill. 
We  will  not  be  blamed  without  a  Cause.  We  make  up  three  Parties 
<©f  Delawares.  One  party  will  go  against  Carlisle,  One  down  the 
Sasquehannah,,  and  I  myself  with  another  party  will  go  against 
Tulpohoccon  to  Conrad  Weiser,  And  We  shall  be  followed  by  a 
^thousand  French  and  Indians,  Ottowawas,  Twigh twees,  Shawonese, 
and  other  Delawares/ 

"  The  French  have  on  this  Occasion  summoned  in  all  their  Allies, 
and  they  are  preparing  to  come.  The  number  I  am  not  certain  of; 
But  all  the  Indians  except  the  Chickasaws  are  for  the  French,  and 
the  Thousand  Indians  before  mentioned  had  actually  left  the  Fort 
before  we,  the  Messengers,  came  away." 

Then  Scarroyady  acquainted  the  Governor  that  he  had  a  Message 
to  deliver  from  the  Sasquehanna  Indians  to  the  Governor,  Wisomen. 
and  People  of  this  Province,  &  desired  to  be  heard  in  publick,  and. 
■that  the  Assembly  might  be  present. 
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The  G-overnor  sent  a  Message  by  the  Secretary  to  give  the  As- 
sembly notice  of  this,  and  appointed  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
in  the  State  House  to  hear  the  Indian  Message. 

The  following  Message  to  the  Assembly  was  delivered  by  the 
Secretary  at  the  Meeting  of  the  House  in  the  afternoon : 

A  Message  from  the   Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
u  Gentlemen  : 

"  You  have  now  been  sitting  six  days,  and  instead  of  strengthen- 
ing my  Hands  and  providing  for  the  safety  and  defence  of  the  people 
and  Province  in  this  Time  of  imminent  danger,  You  have  sent  me 
a  Message  wherein  you  talk  of  regaining  the  Affections  of  the  In- 
dians now  employed  in  laying  waste  the  Country  and  butchering 
the  Inhabitants,  and  of  inquiring  what  injustice  they  have  received, 
and  into  the  Causes  of  their  falling  from  their  alliance  with  us  and 
taking  part  with  the  French.  Such  Language  at  this  time  and 
while  the  Province  is  in  its  present  Circumstances  seems  to  me 
very  extraordinary,  as  no  Complaint  has  ever  to  my  knowledge  been 
made  by  them  of  any  Injury  done  them. 

"  I  am  sorry  you  should  at  this  time  send  me  the  Bill  I  have  just 
now  received  when  I  had  heretofore  refused  my  assent  to  one  of  the 
same  kind,  and  in  my  message  of  the  third  instant  informed  you 
that  I  cou'd  not  give  my  assent  to  such  a  Bill. 

"  I  shall  not  enter  into  a  Dispute  whether  the  Proprietaries  ought 
to  be  taxed  or  not.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  that  they  have  given  me 
no  power  in  that  case,  and  I  cannot  think  it  consistent  either  with 
my  Duty  or  Safety  in  matters  of  Government  to  exceed  the  Pow- 
ers of  my  Commission,  much  less  to  do  what  that  Commission  ex- 
pressly prohibits. 

"  Upon  the  repeated  accounts  I  have  had  of  the  miserable  situa- 
tion of  the  back  Inhabitants,  &  the  Disorder  and  Confusion  among 
those  that  are  assembled  in  their  Defence,  the  Council  have  unani- 
mously advised  me  to  go  into  the  back  Counties  to  put  things  into 
the  best  order  possible,  and  to  afford  my  countenance  &  Assistance 
to  those  that  are  willing  to  take  up  Arms  in  Defence  of  their  Coun- 
try. This  I  declined  doing  till  I  knew  what  you  would  propose 
upon  the  present  occasion ;  and  having  now  received  from  You  a 
Bill  that  you  well  knew  I  could  not  give  my  assent  to,  I  dispair  of 
your  doing  any  thing,  and  shall,  therefore,  immediately  set  off  for 
the  Back  Counties,  and  if  they  have  not  all  the  Assistance  their 
present  Distresses  make  necessary,  it  will  not  be  for  want  of  Incli- 
nation in  me  but  Power. 

"  I  shall  take  with  me  a  Quorum  of  the  Council,,  and  if  you 
shall  have  any  Bills  to  propose  that  are  consistent  with  the  Duties 
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of  my  Station  and  the  just  rights  of  Government,  I  shall  readily 
give  my  assent  to  them  whenever  they  are  brought  to  me. 

"  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 
"  Philadelphia,  Novemr  8th,  1755." 


At  a  Council  held  at  the  State  House  in  Philadelphia,  on  Satur- 
day the  8th  of  November,  1755,  P.  M. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esqr-  Lieuten- 
ant Governor,  &*' 

Robert  Strettell,  Richard  Peters. 

Squires. 


>■  Esquh 


Lynford  Lardner,  Thomas  Cadwalader, 

Indians, 

Scarrooyady,  an  Oneido, 

Jagrea,  a  Mohawk, 

Andrew  Montour, 

And  Conrad  Weiser,  Esquire,  Interpretor. 

The  Speaker  and  Members  of  Assembly,  several  Magistrates, 
Officers,  &  Citizens. 

The  Governor  ordered  the  Interpreter  to  tell  the  Indians  that  he, 
his  Council,  the  Assembly,  &  the  good  People  of  the  City,  were  met 
at  their  Instance  and  ready  to  hear  them. 

Scarrooyady  addressing  himself  to  the  Governor  and  all  present, 
made  the  following  Speech : 
"  Brethren — 

"I  let  you  know  I  am  returned  from  my  Journey,  which  when  I 
was  last  here  I  told  you  I  intended  to  take.  I  went  as  far  up  the 
River  Sasquehannah  as  where  the  Nanticokes  live.  I  told  them 
that  I  had  undertaken  that  Journey  purposely  to  alarm  them,  to 
apprize  them  of  the  approach  of  very  heavy  Storms  and  to  warn 
them  of  imminent  Danger.  I  bid  them  rouse  and  awake  and  hearken 
to  the  noise  that  was  all  about  them,  and  that  if  they  did  not  now 
awake  the  first  noise  they  would  hear  would  be  the  noise  of  the 
Tomahawk  upon  their  Heads.  I  went  in  this  manner  to  all  the 
Indians  and  I  know  their  Sentiments,  I  want  to  know  Yours.  I 
want  you  to  open  your  hearts,  I  want  to  look  into  their  Insidcs.  I 
must  now  know  if  you  will  stand  by  us;  to  be  plain,  if  you  will  fight 
or  not.  You  must  be  as  sensible  of  Danger  as  the  Indians,  and 
therefore  speak  plain  to  us,  We  shall  then  know  What  to  do.  Be 
persuaded  that  we  are  determined  to  know  the  certainty  of  your 
Measures  before  we  take  any  of  our  selves." 

Then  taking  a  double  Belt  of  Wampum,  one  Black  the  other 
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White,  with  a  string  tied  to  the  end  of  the  black  Belt,  He  pro- 
ceeded to  relate  the  particulars  of  what  passed  between  him  &  the 
Nanticokes  &  other  Indians  on  Sasquehannah,  saying : 

"I  told  them  that  the  Defeat  of  General  Braddock  had  brought 
about  a  great  turn  of  affairs.  It  was  a  great  Blow.  But  what  then, 
tho'  we  were  struck  half  way  to  the  Ground  I  told  them  we  had 
strength  enough  left  to  recover,  and  that  tho'  Onontio  since  that 
time  was  grown  proud,  exceeding  proud,  yet  if  they  would  exert 
themselves  with  us  we  might  yet  subdue  the  pride  of  Onontio,  and 
then  I  gave  them  the  Belt  with  the  Hatchet  in  it,  which  they  took 
readily  and  gave  another  Belt  and  tied  it  to  mine  in  order  to  make 
the  Hatchet  the  Sharper  &  give  it  the  greater  Weight. 

"  At  the  same  time  they  told  me  that  they  had  heard  a 
noise  of  Guns,  but  did  not  know  where  it  came  from,  and 
that  they  thank* d  me  for  coming  to  let  them  know  their  danger, 
&  from  what  Quarter  the  noise  came;  that  they  hated  Onontio,  and 
would  chearfully  assist  against  him,  whoever  sent  to  them  first  they 
would  go  to  first,  whether  it  should  be  their  Brethren  the  English 
or  the  Six  Nations,  whoever  sent  first  should  be  first  assisted,  and 
that  it  was  further  agreed  by  all  the  nations  of  Indians  on  Sasque- 
hannah that  I  should  go  to  Philadelphia  and  apply  immediately 
to  the  Government  and  obtain  an  Explicit  answer  from  them 
whether  they  would  fight  or  no." 

Scarrooyady  then  threw  the  Belts  upon  the  Table  and  proceeded : 
"  Brethren : 

"  I  must  deal  plainly  with  You,  and  tell  you  if  you  will  not 
fight  with  us  we  will  go  somewhere  else.  We  never  can  nor  ever 
will  put  up  the  affront.  If  we  cannot  be  safe  where  we  are  we  will 
go  somewhere  else  for  protection  and  take  care  of  ourselves. 

"We  have  more  to  say,  but  will  first  receive  your  answer  to 
this,  and  as  the  times  are  too  dangerous  to  admit  of  our  staying 
long  here,  we  therefere  entreat  you  will  use  all  the  Dispatch  possi- 
ble, that  we  may  not  be  detained." 
"  Brethren : 

"  We  are  charged  with  having  been  concerned  in  a  late  Engage- 
ment that  the  Enemy  had  with  your  people.  We  absolutely  deny 
it.  We  hate  Onontio  as  much  as  you  do,  &  cannot  help  taking  it 
very  much  amiss  to  be  thus  Charged  by  your  people. 

"  For  a  proof  of  our  Innocence  we  let  you  know  that  as  soon  as 
we  had  the  news  of  your  people  being  attacked  we  went  imme- 
diately, we  did  not  stay  two  Minutes,  to  the  place  of  attack;  we 
found  no  Enemy  there,  but  we  found  an  Indian  that  was  killed  by 
your  people,  a  French  Indian,  we  did  not  kill  him  but  we  scalped 
him,  and  have  brought  you  the  Scalp,  which  we  would  not  have 
done  if  he  had  been  of  the  number  of  our  Friends.  Brethren,  I 
have  done  for  the  present." 
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The  Governor  after  conferring  with  his  Council  gave  this  answer. 
"  Brethren  : 

"In  behalf  of  the  Government  &  People  of  Pennsylvania  I  give 
you  thanks  for  this  friendly  visit. 

"  We  are  obliged  to  you  for  the  Journey  you  took  to  the  Nanti- 
cokes  and  for  waking  and  warning  them  of  their  Danger.  They 
are  our  Friends,  and  in  doing  a  good  Office  to  them  you  do  a  kind- 
ness to  us. 

"  We  also  thank  you  for  coming  down  &  giving  us  warning  of 
our  Danger  at  this  Time  of  Trouble. 

"  From  the  nature  of  our  Government  it  is  not  in  my  power  nor 
the  power  of  any  one  man  to  say  what  the  whole  people  shall  do. 
I  therefore  cannot  give  you  a  positive  answer  to  that  part  of  your 
Speech  wherein  you  desire  to  know  whether  we  Will  fight  or  not ; 
but  as  the  several  men  who  have  a  right  to  determine  that  point  now 
met,  they  are  considering  the  present  State  of  the  Country  and  will 
consider  what  you  have  now  said,  and  when  we  have  agreed  what 
shall  be  done  you  may  depend  on  knowing  it. 

"  The  Government  and  Govering  part  of  the  People  of  this  Pro- 
vince have  never  accused  the  Six  Nations  of  any  Breach  of  Faith ; 
they  ever  did  and  still  do  esteem  them  their  fast  Friends  and  Allies ; 
but  as  our  people  are  numerous  &  scatered  all  over  the  Country,  & 
not  under  the  immediate  eye  of  the  Government,  it  is  impossible  to 
keep  every  Mouth  in  order.  We,  therefore,  hope  you  will  not  take 
amiss  any  idle  Tales  that  foolish  chattering  People  may  utter,  or 
attribute  any  thing  to  the  Government  that  they  may  say  to  your 
prejudice,  but  regard  only  what  you  hear  from  the  Government,  as 
that  alone  is  to  be  depended  upon  as  the  true  sense  of  the  People 
of  this  Province." 

Then  the  Governor  applying  himself  to  the  Speaker  said, 
"  Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly : 

"  You  have  heard  what  the  Indians  have  said  j  Without  Your  aid 
I  cannot  make  a  proper  answer  to  what  they  now  propose  and  expect 
of  us.  I  therefore  desire  you  will  return  to  your  House,  consider 
well  of  it,  and  whenever  you  will  strengthen  my  Hands  and  enable 
me  to  give  them  a  full  and  proper  Answer  I  shall  most  readily  do  it. 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philad**  Saturday  Night,  8th  November, 
1755. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 

tenant  Governor,  &c. 

Robert  Strettel,  Thomas  Cadwalader, *) 

Lynford  Lardner,  John  Mifflin,  t  Esqrs. 

Richard  Peters,  j 

The  Governor  directed  the  Secretary  to  lay  before  the  House  the 
Copy  of  the  Indian  Treaty  which  they  had  requested  in  their  Mess- 
age of  the  Fifth  Instant,  and  demanded  the  Papers  that  had  been 
last  sent  to  them. 

He  returned  and  acquainted  the  Governor  that  the  House  was  ad- 
journed, but  having  met  the  Speaker  he  delivered  the  Indian  Treaty 
to  him  and  demanded  the  Papers,  and  the  Clerk  was  directed  to 
deliver  them. 

The  Governor  informed  the  Council  that  he  proposed  to  set  out 
immediately  to  the  back  Counties ;  Whereupon  the  Board  went  into 
the  Consideration  of  the  several  matters  necessary  to  be  done  before 
the  Governer's  Departure.  The  first  thing  that  occurred  was  to 
send  for  Mr.  Weiser  and  the  Indians  and  to  acquaint  them  with 
the  Governer's  Journey,  which  being  done  they  conferred  together 
and  made  the  following  Speech : 
"  Brother  the  Governor — 

"  It  gives  us  concern  to  see  you  preparing  to  go  out  of  Town, 
being  apprehensive  that  when  you  are  gone  our  Business  will  be 
neglected ;  indeed  if  you  go  we  shall  take  all  for  lost,  and  there- 
fore We  request  you  in  the  most  pressing  terms  not  to  go,  but  to 
stay  with  your  Council  and  Assembly  and  come  to  a  Determination 
on  the  important  Point  we  have  spoke  to  you  upon.  We  declare  if 
we  fail  in  this  present  Application  we  will  not  come  here  again  nor 
trouble  ourselves  further  with  the  Province,  but  leave  it  to  its  own 
Destruction  and  provide  for  our  own  safety  in  some  other  place  and 
in  the  best  manner  we  can.  Be  so  good,  therefore,  as  to  grant  our 
request  and  stay  in  Town.  We  shall  then  have  some  hopes  of  Suc- 
cess, otherwise  we  shall  have  none." 

"The  Governor  considering  that  to-morrow  was  Sunday  &  the 
Assembly  had  adjourned  themselves,  &  therefore  to  stay  for  their 
answer  would  occasion  a  long  Delay  that  might  prove  prejudicial  to 
the  back  Inhabitants,  desired  the  advice  of  his  Council  on  this  new 
Difficulty,  &  they  fearing  least  the  suffering  these  Indians  to  go 
away  without  receiving  a  lull  and  proper  Satisfaction  might  occasion 
the  loss  of  them  and  all  our  Friendly  Indians,  which  would  be  of 
the  last  Consequence,  Unanimously  advised  the  Governor  to  stay 
and  use  his  utmost  Endeavors  with  his  Assembly  to  strengthen  his 
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Hands  and  enable  him  to  engage  these  and  the  other  Indians  and 
take  other  vigorous  Measures  at  the  same  Time. 

Then  the  Governor  acquainted  the  Indians  that  at  their  Instance 
he  would  put  off  his  Journey,  for  which  they  returned  him  Thanks, 
and  entered  into  a  very  serious  Conference,  wherein  they  declared 
they  were  reduced  to  the  last  Extremity.  They  could  not  even  stay 
at  Shamokin,  which  might  have  been  prevented  if  the  Government 
had  paid  a  proper  regard  to  their  repeated  Solicitations  for  a  supply 
of  Arms  and  Ammunition  for  their  Warriors  &  of  necessaries  for 
their  Wives  and  Children.  That  in  particular  they  pressed  this 
after  the  return  of  Scarroyady  from  his  Journey  up  Sasquehannah, 
assuring  the  Governor  that  all  those  Indians  had  agreed  to  come 
together  and  live  nearer  to  the  English  Settlements  that  they  might 
be  within  call,  and  all  they  desired  besides  a  supply  of  Necessaries 
for  the  Support  of  their  Wives  and  Children  was  to  be  provided 
with  Arms  &  Ammunition  at  the  Publick  Expence,  and  to  see  some 
of  the  English  Young  Men  among  them  who  might  be  witnesses  of 
their  Conduct  be  trained  up  to  fight  as  they  did,  and  go  out  to  War 
with  them.  Let  this  be  done  even  now,  said  they,  and  you  shall 
see  we  will  take  some  French  Scalps  and  send  them  by  your  own 
Young  men  to  this  City  for  you  to  see  with  your  own  Eyes  that  we 
hate  and  will  destroy  the  French  as  much  as  you  do. 

Scarrooyady  being  asked  what  number  of  Indians  lived  on  the 
Sasquehannah,  said  "  about  Three  hundred,  who  were  all  hearty  in 
the  English  Interest,  and  waited  with  Impatience  and  to  know  the 
Success  of  his  application." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Sunday  the  9th  Novem'* 

PRESENT. 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esqr-  Lieu- 
tenant  Governor,  &ca* 

Robert  Strettel,  Lynford  Lardner,         ") 

Joseph  Turner,  Benjamin  Shoemaker,  [■  Esqrs. 

Richard  Peters,  j 

The  Minutes  of  the  Three  Councils  of  Yesterday  were  read  and 
approved,  and  the  Governor  drew  up  a  Message  to  the  Assembly  to 
be  delivered  as  soon  as  they  should  meet  to-morrow  Evening,  which 
was  agreed  to  in  the  these  words : 

The  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
il  Gentlemen : 

"  After  the  Iudians  had  in  publick  demanded  the  Assistance  of 
this  Government  and  desired  to  know  what  we  intended  to  do,  & 
Vol.  vi. — 44. 
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whether  they  were  to  depend  upon  us  for  Protection  or  take  care  of 
themselves.  They  came  to  me  in  Council  &  informed  me  "by  Mr. 
Weiser,  the  Provincial  Interpreter,  that  they  and  their  Brethren 
living  upon  the  Sasquehannah,  who  were  about  three  hundred 
fighting  men,  were  now  the  only  Indians  in  this  part  of  the  Conti- 
nent besides  the  Six  Nations  that  remained  firm  to  the  English  In- 
terest, the  French  having,  at  a  great  Expence  and  by  variety  of  Ar- 
tifices, gained  to  their  Alliance  not  only  the  Delawares&  Shawanese, 
but  other  very  numerous  Nations  to  the  Westward,  compared  to 
whom  they  were  but  a  Handful;  that  the  French  &  those  their  Al- 
lies were  coming  down  against  the  English  and  had  given  them 
notice  to  get  out  of  the  way;  That  the  Body  of  the  Six  Nations 
were  employed  in  protecting  their  own  Country  and  assisting  the 
English  to  the  Northward,  and  could  not,  therefore,  afford  them  any 
help  at  so  great  a  Distance,  wherefore  they  declared  that  they  and 
their  Brethren  were  willing  to  act  in  Conjunction  with  the  English 
against  the  French  and  their  Allies,  but  that  in  their  present  Situa- 
tion and  Circumstances  they  could -not  take  the  weight  of  the  War 
upon  themselves. 

"  What  they  desire  from  us  at  present  is,  that  we  would  put  the 
Hatchet  into  their  Hands;  that  we  would  send  a  number  of  our 
Young  Men  to  act  in  Conjunction  with  their  Warriors  and  furnish 
the  necessary  Arms,  Ammunition,  &  Provisions;  That  we  would 
build  some  strong  Houses  for  the  Protection  of  their  old  men,  Wo- 
men, and  Children,  and  that  they  may  be  supplied  from  time  to 
time  with  necessaries. 

"  They  further  insist  upon  knowing  the  resolutions  of  this  Gov- 
ernment as  to  these  matters,  &  upon  having  an  explicit  answer  with- 
out further  Delay,  that  they  may  prepare  to  act  with  us  or  take  the 
necessary  measures  for  their  own  Security.  They  have  assured  us 
in  a  very  solemn  and  peremptory  manner  that  this  is  the  last  appli- 
cation they  intend  to  make,  in  which,  if  they  do  not  succeed,  they 
can  have  no  longer  any  Dependance  upon  us,  but  must  leave  us  an 
infatuated  People  to  the  Mercy  of  our  Enemies. 

"  I  must  observe,  Gentlemen,  that  I  cannot  but  look  upon  this  as 
one  of  the  most  important  matters  that  ever  came  under  your  Con- 
sideration. You  know  your  own  critical  Situation,  and  cannot  be 
strangers  to  theirs.  The  Enemy  is  daily  laying  waste  our  Country, 
&  it  cannot  be  expected  that  these  Indians  will  expose  themselves, 
for  us  to  the  fury  of  nations  far  more  powerful  than  themselves 
unless  we  vigorously  support  and  assist  them.  Indians  are  of  a 
martial  Spirit,  and  in  such  a  Season  as  this  must  be  in  Action.  If, 
therefore,  they  find  that  we  continue  to  refuse  either  to  act  in  de- 
fence of  ourselves  or  them,  they  must  necessarily  leave  us  and 
throw  themselves  for  protection  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  our 
busy  Enemy,  who  will  spare  no  Expence  or  Trouble  to  gain  such 
an  advantage,  &  are  at  this  time  using  every  Artifice  to  corrupt  & 
alienate  them  from  our  Interest. 
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"  How  fatal  this  must  prove  to  us  and  all  the  English  Colonies 
You,  Gentlemen,  cannot  be  ignorant.  The  effects  of  our  last  Dis- 
putes have  already  been  too  severely  felt,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  if 
the  present  Politicks  and  Pacific  Measures  are  persisted  in  the  Con- 
sequences will  be  still  more  dreadful.  Let  me,  therefore,  earnestly 
recommend  it  to  you  that  you  will  enable  me  to  put  the  Hatchet 
into  their  Hands  and  afford  them  the  Assistance  of  the  Province  in 
such  a  manner  as  they  desire. 

'"  Your  vigorous  and  hearty  Compliance  may  be  a  means  of  re- 
storing Quiet  to  our  poor  Back  Settlers,  who  are  daily  calliDg  out 
for  that  protectien  from  us  which  is  justly  due  to  them.  But  if 
thro'  refusal  these  Indians  should  be  obliged  not  only  to  leave  us 
but  to  act  against  us,  all  the  dreadful  Consequences  of  it  must  be 
left  at  your  door ;  for  I  am  ready  and  desirous  to  do  any  thing 
consistent  with  any  duty  to  the  Crown  for  the  protection  &  Assis- 
tance, as  well  of  these  our  Allies  as  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
Province  in  general. 

"  Upon  this  important  affair,  G-entlemen,  and  at  the  pressing 
Instances  of  these  Indians,  I  have  put  off  my  Journey  to  the  back 
Settlements,  altho'  I  conceive  my  presence  among  them  at  this 
time  to  be  extremely  necessary.  Let  me,  therefore,  recommend 
Dispatch  to  you  as  these  Indians  are  so  pressing  to  be  gone,  in  order 
to  see  after  their  Families  and  Friends,  declaring  in  the  strongest 
manner  that  they  have  not  a  moment  to  lose,  and  must  take  their 
Measures  immediately. 

"ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 
"  Philadelphia,  November  10,  1755." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Wednesday,  November  12th, 
1755. 

PRESENT  I 

"  The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esqr.,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  &«*• 

Robert  Strettel,  Benjamin  Shoemaker, ") 

Joseph  Turner,  Richard  Peters,  I  Esquires. 

Lynford  Lardner,  John  Mifflin,  J 

"The  Governor  informed  the  Council  that  the  Message  agreed 
to  on  Sunday  was  delivered  by  the  Secretary  immediately  on  the 
Meeting  of  the  House,  and  notwithstand=«  the  Importance  of  the 
Affair  it  was  only  last  night  that  he  received  their  Answer,  &  that 
a  negative  one,  which  was  read  in  these  words : 

A  Message  to  the  Governor  from  the  Assembly. 
"  May  it  please  the  Governor  : 
"We  have   considered   the  Governor's   Message  of  Yesterday, 
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relating  to  the  application  and  pressing  Instances  of  the  Ifitfians,. 
and  are  glad  to  find  that  he  is  at  length  prevailed  on  to  declare 
himself  "  ready  and  desirous  to  do  any  thing  consistent  with  his- 
Duty  to  the  Crown  for  the  Protection  &  Assistance  as  well  of  our 
Allies  as  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  in  general. "  "We  never 
have,  and  we  hope  never  shall  desire  him  to  do  any  thing  inconsistent 
with  that  Duty.  He  has  it  now  in  his  power  to  do  what  he  think 
the  Exigence  requires  for  the  Service  of  the  Crown,  the  protection 
of  ourselves  and  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Province.  As  Captain 
General,  he  has  by  the  Royal  Charter  full  authority  to  raise  men, 
and  the  Bill  now  in  his  Hands  granting  Sixty  Thousand  Pounds- 
will  enable  him  to  pay  the  Expenses.  We  grant  the  Money  chear- 
fully,  tho'  the  Tax  to  sink  it  will  be  a  heavy  one,  and  we  hope  the 
Bill  will  receive  his  assent  immediately. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  House, 

"  ISAAC  NORMS,  Speaker. 
"November  11th,  1755/' 

The  Council  astonished  to  see  the  obstinacy  of  the  Assembly 
carry  them  such  Lengths  as  not  to  enable  the  Governor  to  give  a 
Satisfactory  answer  to  the  Indians,  after  their  making  so  solemn 
and  peremtory  a  Demand,  considered  what  answer  to  make  to  Scar- 
rooyady,  and  after  a  long  Consultation  it  was  thought  best  to  tell 
him  the  truth;  and  being  sent  for,  he  was  accordingly  told  by  the 
Governor  that  the  Assembly  not  having  agreed  to  raise  Money  in 
such  manner  as  it  could  be  accepted  of,  he  was  laid  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  acquainting  him  with  it,  and  that  as  their  Concurrence 
was  necessary  in  raising  Money,  and  he  had  none  at  his  own  Dis- 
posal, he  did  not  know  what  to  do  in  this  pressing  Exigency.  Scar- 
rooyady  received  the  answer  with  amazement,  saying  it  would 
occasion  the  absolute  Defection  of  the  Delawares,  who  by  proper 
Encouragements  might  even  now  be  secured  in  our  Interest,  but 
notwithstanding  this  the  Chief  still  offered  his  own  Services,  and 
desired  the  Governor  not  to  be  cast  down,  but  take  time  and  enter 
cooly  into  the  Consideration  of  what  could  be  done,  in  which  he 
would  give  his  assistance  heartily. 

The  Governor  likewise  received  Yesterday  the  Assembly's  answer 
to  his  Message  of  the  Eighth  Instant,  together  with  a  Bill  entitled 
"  An  Act  for  the  supply  of  the  Western  and  Northern  Indians, 
Friends  and  Allies  of  Great  Britain  with  goods  at  more  easy  rates, 
supporting  an  Agent  or  Agents  among  them  and  preventing  abuses 
in  the  Indian  trade,"  which  were  both  read : 

A  Message  to  the   Governor  from  the  Assembly. 
"  May  it  please  the  Governor : 

"  The  House  came  together  at  this  time  with  the  sincerest  Dispo- 
sitions to  avoid  if  possible  all  the  Disputes  with  the  Governor  on 
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any  account  whatever,  and  being  deeply  affected  with  the  present 
distressful  Circumstances  of  the  Frontier  Counties,  determined  to 
do  for  the  Publick  safety  and  Welfare  everything  that  could  reason- 
ably be  expected  from  them  either  as  dutiful  subjects  to  the  Crown 
or  Lovers  of  their  Country. 

"  Accordingly,  on  reading  the  Governor's  Message  of  the  third 
Instant,  with  the  Papers  accompanying  the  same,  a  Bill  was  imedi- 
ately  proposed  for  raising  a  large  sum  for  the  King's  Service,  and 
to  strike  the  same  in  Paper  Bills,  and  providing  a  Fund  for  sinking 
the  whole  in  Five  Years  as  recommended  by  the  Governor. 

"In  the  mean  time,  as  this  Colony  has  been  founded  on  Maxims 
of  Peace,  &  had  hitherto  maintained  an  uninterrupted  Friendship 
with  the  Natives  by  a  strict  observation  of  Treaties  conferring  bene- 
fits on  them  from  time  to  time,  as  well  as  doing  them  Justice  on 
all  Occasions,  it  could  not  but  surprize  us  to  hear  that  our  old  Friends 
were  on  a  sudden  become  our  cruel  Enemies.  And  as  the  Governor 
was  pleased  to  tell  us  '  the  French  had  gained  the  Delawares  and 
Shawanese  to  their  Interests  under  the  ensnaring  pretence  of  re- 
storing them  to  their  Country/  it  seemed  natural  &  proper  for  us  to 
enquire  on  this  Occasion  whether  the  Indians  complained  of  any 
Injury  from  this  Province  either  in  regard  to  their  Lands  or  on  any 
other  account,  and  to  express  our  readiness  to  do  them  Justice  (in 
case  such  complaints  were  well  founded)  before  Hostilities  were  re- 
turned &  the  Mischief  grew  more  extensive.  For  our  better  infor- 
mation of  this  matter,  &  without  intending  the  least  offence  to  the 
Governor,  we  requested  he  would  be  pleased  to  lay  before  us  the 
last  Treaty  held  with  them  in  September.  Our  Message  to  this 
effect  was  sent  upon  the  second  day  after  our  entering  upon  Busi- 
ness, But  the  Governor  vouchsafed  us  no  answer  till  now,  and 
seems  exceedingly  displeased  with  the  Application. 

"From  the  Governor's  immediate  refusal  of  his  assent  to  a  Bill 
of  so  much  Importance  when  he  had  but  'just  received  it'  from  us, 
and  his  saying  it  is  'of  the  same  kind  with  one  he  had  before  re- 
fused his  assent  to/  we  apprehend  his  refusal  arises  from  his  not 
having  allowed  himself  time  to  consider  it.  Indeed  all  Bills  for 
raising  Money  for  publick  use  are  so  far  of  the  same  kind  j  but  this 
differs  greatly  from  every  former  Bill  that  has  been  offered  to  him, 
and  all  the  Amendments  (of  any  Consequence)  which  he  proposed 
to  the  bill  he  last  refused  are  in  this  Bill  admitted,  save  that  for 
totally  exempting  the  Proprietary  Estate.  And  we  being  as  desirous 
as  the  Governor  to  avoid  any  dispute  on  that  head,  have  so  framed 
the  Bill  as  to  submit  it  entirely  to  his  Majesty's  Royal  Determina- 
tion whether  that  Estate  has  or  has  not  a  right  to  such  Exemption. 
There  is  so  much  time  allowed  by  the  Bill  that  the  King's  pleasure 
may  possibly  be  known  even  before  the  first  Assessment  j  but  it  is 
moreover  provided  that  if  at  any  time  during  the  continuance  of  tho 
Act  the  Crown  should  think  fit  to  declare  that  the  Estates  of  the 
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Proprietaries  in  this  Province  ought  to  be  exempted,  in  such  case 
the  tax  tho'  assessed  shall  not  be  levied,  or  if  any  part  has  been 
levied  the  same  shall  be  refunded  to  the  Proprietaries,  and  an  Ad- 
ditional Tax  laid  on  the  People  to  supply  the  Deficiency.  We  can- 
not conceive  any  thing  more  fair  and  reasonable  than  this,  nor  could 
we  possibly  imagine  that  the  Governor  would  object  to  it,  or  what 
he  could  object  to  it,  since  the  words  in  his  Commission  which  he 
pleased  to  suppose  contain  an  express  prohibition  of  his  passing  such 
a  Bill  as  this,  do  not  appear  to  us  to  have  any  such  meaning,  and 
we  presume  will  not  to  any  others  who  may  be  thought  more  im- 
partial. If  it  be  one  of  the  'just  Rights  of  Government'  that  the 
Proprietary  Estates  should  be  exempted  in  a  Tax  for  the  common 
Defence  of  all  Estates  in  the  Province,  those  just  rights  are 
well  understood  in  England;  the  Proprietaries  are  there  upon  the 
spot,  and  so  can  the  more  easily  sollicit  their  own  cause  and  make 
their  right  of  Exemption  appear,  if  such  a  right  there  be;  and  were 
they  at  as  great  a  distance  as  we  are  they  might  nevertheless  safely 
confide  in  his  Majesty's  known  Wisdom  and  impartial  Justice  that 
all  their  just  rights  would  be  duly  preserved.  The  Equity  of  their 
being  taxed  on  this  Occasion  for  their  Estate  in  this  Province  has 
appeared  so  plain  even  to  their  best  Friends  here  that  they  entered 
into  a  Voluntary  subscription  to  pay  for  them  what  they  supposed 
the  Tax  might  amount  to,  being  assured,  as  they  said,  that  if  the 
Proprietaries  were  present  it  would  be  altogether  unnecessary,  and 
that  they  would  freely  repay  what  should  be  thus  advanced  for  them, 
which  Subscription  was  put  into  the  Governor's  hands  for  his  Secu- 
rity. If  the  Proprietaries  should  chuse  to  shew  their  good  will  to 
the  Service,  this  Bill  if  passed  might  give  them  a  happy  opportunity 
of  doing  it,  by  generously  soliciting  the  King's  approbation  to  the 
Law,  and  refusing  to  Petition  for  the  exemption.  And  since  this 
right  of  Exemption  contended  for  in  their  Behalf  is  never  like  to  be 
settled  here  between  the  Governor  and  Assembly,  the  Bill  puts  it 
in  the  proper  Train  to  be  finally  determined,  and  all  future  disputes 
about  it  effectually  prevented. 

"Our  Assemblies  have  of  late  had  so  many  Supply  Bills  &  of 
such  different  Kinds  rejected  on  various  Pretences,  some  for  not 
complying  with  obsolete  occasional  Instructions  (tho'  other  acts  ex- 
actly of  the  same  Tenor  had  been  passed  since  those  Instructions 
and  received  the  Royal  assent),  some  for  being  inconsistent  with 
the  supposed  Spirit  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  when  the  Act  itself  did 
not  any  way  affect  us,  being  made  expressly  for  other  Colonies. 
Some  for  being  as  the  Governor  was  pleased  to  say,  "of  an  extra- 
ordinary nature,"  without  informing  us  wherein  that  extraordinary 
Nature  consisted,  &  others  for  disagreeing  with  new  discovered 
meanings  and  forced  constructions  of  a  Clause  in  the  Proprietary 
Commission,  that  we  are  now  really  at  a  loss  to  Divine  what  Bill 
can  possibly  pass. 

"  The  Proprietary  Instructions  are  secrets  to  us,  and  we  may  spend 
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much  time  and  much  of  the  publick  Money  in  preparing  and  framing 
Bills  for  Supply,  which  after  all  must  from  those  Instructions  prove 
abortive.  If  we  are  thus  to  be  driven  from  Bill  to  Bill  without 
one  solid  Reason  afforded  us,  and  can  raise  no  money  for  the  King's 
Service  and  relief  or  Security  of  our  Country  till  we  fortunately 
hit  on  the  only  Bill  the  Governor  is  allowed  to  Pass,  or  till  we  con- 
sent to  make  such  as  the  Governor  or  Proprietaries  directs  us  to 
make,  we  see  little  use  of  Assemblies  in  this  particular,  and  think 
we  might  as  well  leave  it  to  the  Governor  or  Proprietaries  to  make 
for  us  what  Supply  Laws  they  please,  and  save  ourselves  and  the 
Country  the  Expence*  and  Trouble.  All  debates  and  all  reasonings 
are  vain,  where  Proprietary  Instructions,  just  or  unjust,  right  or 
wrong,  must  inviolably  be  observed.  We  have  only  to  find  out,  if 
we  can,  what  they  are  and  then  submit  and  obey.  But  surely  the 
Proprietaries  conduct,  whether  as  Fathers  of  their  Country  or  Sub- 
jects to  their  King,  must  appear  extraordinary  when  it  is  considered 
that  they  have  not  only  formally  refused  to  bear  any  part  of  our 
Yearly  heavy  Expence  in  Cultivating  and  maintaining  Friendship 
with  the  Indians,  tho'  they  reap  such  immense  advantages  by  the 
Friendship,  but  they  now  by  their  Lieutenant  refuse  to  contribute 
any  part  towards  resisting  an  Invasion  of  the  King's  Colony  com- 
mitted to  their  Care,  or  to  submit  their  Claim  of  Exemption  to  the 
Decision  of  their  Sovereign. 

"  In  fine,  we  have  the  most  Sensible  concern  for  the  poor  dis- 
tressed Inhabitants  of  the  Frontiers.  We  have  taken  every  step  in 
our  power  consistent  with  the  just  rights  of  the  Freemen  of  Penn- 
sylvania for  their  relief,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  in  the 
midst  of  their  Distresses  they  themselves  do  not  wish  us  to  go 
farther.  Those  who  would  give  up  essential  Liberty  to  purchase  a 
Little  Temporary  safety  deserve  neither  Liberty  nor  safety.  Such 
as  were  inclined  to  defend  themselves  but  unable  to  purchase  Arms 
and  Ammunition,  have,  as  we  are  informed,  been  supplied  with 
both  as  far  as  Arms  could  be  procured  out  of  Monies  given  by  the 
last  Assembly  for  the  King's  use,  and  the  large  supply  of  money 
offered  by  this  Bill  might  enable  the  Governor  to  do  every  thing 
else  that  should  be  judged  necessary  for  their  farther  security,  if 
he  shall  think  fit  to  accept  it.  Whether  he  could  as  he  supposes, '  if 
his  Hands  had  been  properly  strengthened,  Have  put  the  Province 
into  such  a  posture  of  Defence  as  might  have  prevented  the  present 
mischiefs/  seems  to  us  uncertain,  since  late  Experience  in  our 
neighboring  Colony  of  Virginia  (which  had  every  advantage  for 
that  purpose  that  could  be  desired),  shows  clearly  that  it  is  next  to 
impossible  to  guard  effectually  an  extended  Frontier,  settled  In- 
scattered  single  Families  at  two  or  three  miles  Distance,  so  as  to 
secure  them  from  the  insiduous  attacks  of  small  parties  of  skulking 
Murderers.  But  thus  much  is  certain,  that  by  refusing  our  Bills 
from  time  to  time  by  which  great  sums  were  seasonably  offered,  he 
has  rejected  all  the  strength  that  money  could  afford  him,  and  if 
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his  Hands  are  still  weak  or  unable  he  ought  only  to  blame  himself 
or  those  who  have  tied  him. 

"  If  the  Governor  proceeds  on  his  Journey  and  takes  a  Quorum 
of  his  Council  with  him,  we  hope,  since  he  retains  our  Bill,  that  it 
will  be  seriously  and  duly  considered  by  them,  &  that  the  same  re- 
gard for  the  publick  welfare  which  induced  them  unanimously  to 
advise  his  intended  Journey  will  i^luce  them  as  unanimously  to 
advise  his  assent.  We  agree,  therefore,  to  his  keeping  the  Bill, 
earnestly  requesting  he  would  reconsider  it  attentively,  and  shall 
be  ready  at  any  time  to  meet  him  for  the  purpose  of  enacting  it 
into  a  Law. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  House. 

"ISAAC  NORRIS,  Speaker. 

"November  11th,  1755." 

The  Bill  for  striking  the  sum  of  £60,000  was  read  and  com- 
pared Paragraph  by  Paragraph,  but  it  growing  late  before  proper 
Conclusions  could  be  agreed  upon,  the  Council  adjourned  to  the 
Afternoon. 


At  a  Council  held  on  the  12th  November,  1755,  P.  M. 

PRESENT : 

The  Governor  and  the  same  Members  as  in  the  forenoon. 

The  proviso  in  the  Governor's  Commission  prohibiting  him  from 
doing  any  Act  to  encumber  the  Proprietary  Estate  was  read  and 
considered,  and  the  Governor  declaring  he  did  not  think  he  had 
power  to  pass  the  Bill,  he  desired  the  Council  would  give  bim  their 
advice  upon  the  present  state  and  Circumstances  of  the  Province, 
assuring  them  he  was  ready  to  come  into  any  measures  on  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  Affairs  consistent  with  his  powers  and  the  trust 
reposed  in  him. 

The  Council  resumed  the  Consideration  of  the  said  Bill,  and 
several  matters,  together  with  the  state  of  the  Province,  and  several 
matters  were  proposed,  but  nothing  determined. 


At  a  Council  the  fourteenth  of  November,  1755. 
present : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  &ca' 

Benjamin  Shoemaker  Thomas  Cadwalader,  \ 

Joseph  Turner,  Richard  Peters,  v  Esquires. 

John  Mifflin,  Robert  Strettell,        J 

The  Act  intituled  "9  An  Act   for   supplying  the  Western   and 
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Northern  Indians,  Friends  and  Allies  of  Great  Britain,  with  Goods 
at  more  easy  rates,  supporting  an  Agent  or  Agents  among  them, 
and  preventing  Abuses  in  the  Indian  Trade. 

The  Governor  acquainted  the  Council,  that  having  recommended 
it  to  Mr.  Peters  and  Mr.  Weiser  to  confer  with  Scarroyady  about 
what  he  may  think  necessary  to  be  done  at  this  time  in  order  to 
bring  back  the  revolted  Indians,  they  reported  that  they  had  had 
several  Conversations  with  Scarroyady,  who  appeared  to  them  not 
to  have  lost  his  Affection  for  us,  tho'  he  spoke  with  great  Contempt 
on  our  measures,  &  that  after  long  Consultations  he  gave  it  as  his 
Opinion  that  the  best  Intelligence  should  be  obtained  that  could  be 
got  of  the  further  Designs  of  the  Delawares,  and  that  their  Conduct 
should  be  immediately  laid  before  the  Six  Nations,  and  likewise 
before  Sir  William  Johnson.  Scarroyady  kindly  undertook  to  go 
in  Company  with  Mr.  Montour  quite  up  to  the  heads  of  the  Sasque- 
hannah  in  order  to  see  and  obtain  full  Intelligence  of  what  was 
doing  among  the  Indians,  &  then  to  proceed  with  all  possible  Expe- 
dition to  the  Six  Nations  and  lay  before  them  the  Intelligence  as 
well  as  the  Conduct  of  the  revolted  Indians.  The  Governor  said 
further,  that  thereupon  a  set  of  Instructions  had  been  drawn  for 
Scarroyady  and  approved  by  him,  which  were  read  as  follows : 

" Instructions  of  the  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS, 

Esquire,  Lieutenant  Governor,  &**, 

"  To  Scarroyady,  one  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Oneido  Nation,  and  Mr. 

Andrew  Montour,  of  the  County  of  Cumberland : 

tl  Our  former  Friends  the  Delawares  residing  at  Ohio,  having 
fallen  upon  our  back  Inhabitants  in  a  most  cruel  manner  without 
giving  us  the  least  notice  of  it,  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  send 
an  account  thereof  with  all  possible  Dispatch  to  the  Six  Nations,  & 
as  you  have  kindly  offered  to  undertake  this  Journey  by  the  way  of 
Sasquehanna,  I  instruct  you  to  make  all  the  haste  possible,  <fe  as 
you  travel  along  apprize  all  our  friendly  Indians  of  this  unexpected 
Treatment  of  the  Ohio  Delawares,  and  where  you  think  it  right 
apply  on  the  part  of  this  Government  for  Assistance ;  and  that  you 
may  observe  the  Indian  Ceremonies  necessary  on  these  Occasions, 
I  have  entrusted  to  your  care  a  Quantity  of  Belts  and  Strings  of 
Wampum,  confiding  in  your  prudence  and  Judgment  the  Distribution 
of  them. 

"  When  you  arrive  among  the  Six  Nations,  you  are  first  to  tell 
them  the  Condolences  of  this  Government  for  "the  Deaths  of  the 
several  Warriors  who  joined  General  Shirley  and  General  Johnson 
and  fell  in  Battle.  Remove  sorrow  &  grief  from  their  hearts,  & 
wipe  away  the  Tears  from  their  Eyes. 

"  When  this  is  done  they  can  see  you  and  hear  what  you  have  to 
say.  Let  them  know  that  you  are  Messengers  sent  by  the  (lovern- 
ment  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  Six  United  Nations  on  a  very  extra- 
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ordinary  matter  that  has  happened  there,  and  pray  them  to  hearken 
to  what  you  say  and  give  it  the  strictest  attention,  and  then  make 
the  following  Speech  in  my  name : 
"  Brethren : 

"  Your  Cousins  the  Delawares,  who  live  at  Ohio,  whom  we  have 
hitherto  looked  upon  as  our  own  Children,  whom  we  nursed  and 
cherished  in  our  Bosoms,  whom  we  have  supported,  and  with  whom 
we  have  lived  from  our  Infancy  in  perfect  Love  &  Tenderness,  have 
in  a  most  cruel  manner  fallen  upon  &  murdered  our  Inhabitants, 
People  whose  Houses  were  always  open  to  them,  and  whp  had  given 
them  every  kind  thing  they  asked. 

"  Brethren : 

"  It  was  but  the  very  last  Year  they  gave  us  a  kind  and  a  friendly 
Meeting,  and  at  their  own  Instance  the  Treaties  subsisting  between 
us  were  mutually  renewed;  and  when  they  parted  with  us  they 
gave  us  assurances  of  their  continuing  our  Friends  whilst  the 
Waters  should  run  down  the  Rivers.  And  on  our  part,  in  token  of 
the  sincere  Love  we  bore  them,  we  then  told  them  that  the  Times 
were  Stormy,  that- they  were  much  exposed  where  they  lived  to 
Danger,  and  were  but  few  in  number,  &  consequently  a  very  unequal 
Match  for  Onontio's  People  j  &  therefore  in  Tenderness  to  their 
Lives,  &  to  prevent  Evil  befalling  them,  we  desired  them  not  to 
engage  but  to  continue  quiet  till  they  should  hear  further  from  us. 
They  acknowledged  this  as  kind  advice  &  thanked  us,  &  promised 
to  do  so,  and  confirmed  all  by  Belts  of  Wampum. 
"  Brethren : 

"All  this  passed  between  us  but  the  very  last  Year,  and  we 
never  dreamed  that  their  Hearts  could  be  poisoned  by  the  Enemy, 
or  the  Flame  of  Love  so  soon  extinguished  in  their  Breasts ;  but 
the  Truth  is,  that  without  giving  us  any  notice  these  Indians  have 
entered  our  Province  in  Arms  and  killed  the  poor  People  that  were 
settled  on  our  Borders.  Innocent  Persons  who  were  resting  Peace- 
ably in  their  beds  and  expecting  no  harm !  they  struck  the  Toma- 
hawk in  their  Brains ;  Their  Houses  and  Stacks  of  Corn  &  Hay 
were  set  on  Fire ;  Their  Cattle  stabbed  and  their  Carcases  they 
left  weltering  in  their  Blood  exposed  to  The  Wild  Beasts — no  friendly 
hand  daring  to  put  them  under  the  earth. 

"Our  People  lived  without  arms — they  thought  there  was  no 
need  of  Arms,  being  secure  of  the  Friendship  of  the  Indians.  The 
Warriors  of  all  Nations  passed  and  re-passed  and  never  hurt  them, 
but  partook  of  what  they  had.  Your  Cousins  knew  this,  and  yet 
they  have  not  only  fallen  upon  our  Inhabitants  and  killed  them, 
but  have  exercised  greater  Cruelties  than  the  French  Indians  ever 
did  in  all  the  last  War. 
"  Brethren  of  the  Six  United  Nations  : 

"These  Delawares  are  your  Cousins  &  under  your  Direction. 
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We  therefore  acquaint  You  that  they  have  thus  treated  us  as  Ene- 
mies and  broke  thro'  the  Chain  of  Friendship.  Let  us  know  whether 
this  was  done  with  your  knowledge  and  Consent  or  by  your  order, 
&  whether  you  will  correct  your  Cousins  and  stop  their  Proceedings. 

"  We  expect  something  will  be  done  by  you  immediately  in  virtue 
of  the  Treaties  subsisting  between  us.  What  you  do  must  be  done 
quickly  for  they  are  even  now  destroying  all  before  them." 

Here  he  gave  a  Black  Belt. 

After  which  Scarrooyady  with  Henry  Montour  and  Mr.  Weiser 
came  into  Council,  and  the  Governor  said  : 
"  Brethren : 

"You  have  been  kind  enough  to  undertake  a  Journey  to  the  Six 
Nations.     You  so  well  understand  what  you  are  going  about  yet 
tho'  there  was  little  occasion  for  it.     I  have  given  you  Instructions 
in  writing  with  a  pass  [which  he  delivered  wth*  the  Belt  &  strings]. 
"  Brethren : 

"  In  behalf  of  this  Government  I  thank  you  for  undertaking  this 
Journey  to  us,  and  thank  the  Six  Nations  for  the  friendly  Message, 
and  hope  it  is  sincere.  The  People  have  been  sitting  ever  since 
they  came  to  Town,  But  cannot  agree  with  them.  They  want  to 
break  open  the  Key  of  the  Proprietaries  Chest,  but  they  not  having 
entrusted  me  with  the  Key  I  cannot  permit  them  to  break  it  open. 
But  tho'  we  differ  in  other  matters,  and  don't  at  present  agree  about 
paying  our  own  people,  yet  we  all  agree  in  this  to  preserve  our 
Friendship  with  them  the  Indians  of  Six  Nations,  &  to  accommo- 
date them  with  every  thing  necessary. 

t(  As  to  building  a  Fort  at  Shamokin  or  other  proper  place  I 
doubt  not  we  shall  agree  to  do  it,  but  till  we  are  agreed  on  it  I  can- 
not give  them  positive  Assurances  of  it,  but  shall  as  soon  as  we 
have  agreed. 

"  As  to  necessarys,  they  are  to  apply  to  Mr.  Weiser's,  where 
every  thing  will  be  lodged  fitting  for  them. 

"  In  return  for  your  friendly  Offices  in  doing  what  we  have  & 
shall  do,  we  desire  they  will  keep  a  good  Look-out  and  strike  &  op- 
pose any  that  might  attempt  to  hurt  us,  and  from  time  to  time  give 
us  timely  and  early  notice  of  such  attempts ;  That  there  arc  many 
idle  people  that  make  no  Distinction  between  Friends  and  Enemy 
Indians,  &  therefore  recommends  it  to  them  to  keep  together  and 
avoid  going  into  places  where  they  may  be  in  danger  of  being  hurt ; 
That  he  expected  them  back  with  the  Answer  from  the  Six  Nations, 

Yu  they  may  apply  to  Mr.  Weiser  for  Advice. Wishes 

them  a  good  Jouruey,  &  that  his  good  wishes  shall  always  be  im- 
ployed  for  them." 

The  Governor  laid  before  the  Council  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Croghan 
&  another  from  Mr.  Francis  Campbell,  of  Shippeusburgh,  out  of 


700  MINUTES  OF  THE 

which  he  made  the  following  Extracts,  which  were  inclosed  in  the 
following  Letter  to  General  Johnson  : 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Francis  Campbell,  of  Shippensburg. 

"  The  Five  Nations  are  determined  to  harrass  us.  They  are  very' 
industrious  in  getting  Shawanese,  Delawares,  &  Cherokees,  and 
every  other  nation  they  can  have  access  to,  in  a  scheme  of  giving  all] 
the  adjacient  Colonies  such  Diversion,  in  conjunction  wth<  the  French] 
on  the  Ohio,  or  rather  at  their  request,  as  will  if  they  are  able  to 
execute  it  oblige  us  to  come  upon  Terms  with  them.  I  mean  the 
Indians,  for  they  find  before  this  Expedition  is  finished  if  they  are] 
neuter  that  the  Lands  on  the  Ohio  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Eng- 
lish or  French,  and  that  now  or  never  is  their  time  to  put  in  for  a 
share.  The  Shawonese  and  Delawares  have  accepted  the  proposal, 
and  are  the  People  that  have  committed  the  Cruelties  on  the 
Branches  of  Patowmec  Cove  and  Conegocheege,  and  if  they  are 
permitted  to  distress  as  they  intend  to  strike  Lines  with  us,  andl 
afterwards  to  fall  foul  of  the  French  and  drive  them  out  from  that* 
part  of  the  Country.  The  Five  Nations  intend  to  be  Neuter  as  toj 
annoying  our  Inhabitants  until  they  see  what  success  their  Allies 
have.     I  fear  next  Spring  we  shall  have  a  melancholly  time." 


JL  Letter  from  GovT'  Morris  to  Gen1'  Johnson. 
"  Sir : 

"  I  have  the  Honour  to  Congratulate  you  on  the  Success  of  his 
Majesty's  Arms  under  your  Command.  I  take  part  in  the  Glory 
you  have  acquired,  and  now  the  Campaign  is  brought  to  a  close  I 
hope  you  will  enjoy  Ease  &  Leisure  enough  to  give  you  an  Oppor- 
tunity of  perfectly  re-establishing  Your  health. 

"  The  unhappy  defeat  of  Gen1,  Braddock  has  brought  an  Indian 
War  upon  this  and  the  neighbouring  Provinces,  and  from  a  Quar-j 
ter  where  it  was  least  expected,  I  mean  the  Delawares  and  Shawa- 
nese, from  whom  we  thought  there  was  no  danger,  as  they  had  the 
very  last  Year  given  us  assurances  of  their  continuing  Quiet  and 
taking  part  with  us  when  we  should  ask  them  to  do  so  j  and  they! 
made  the  same  promise  to  the  Six  Nations,  so  that  we  depended  on 
them  not  only  to  remain  neuter  but  to  prevent  other  Indians  from 
joining  the  French.  But  to  our  great  surprize  they  have  in  breach 
of  their  Treaties  &  in  Defiance  of  the  Six  Nations,  to  whom  they 
are  subjects,  fallen  upon  our  back  Inhabitants  and  exercised  on  their 
persons  the  most  shocking  Barbarities,  killing  their  Cattle  and 
burning  their  Houses,  and  destroying  all  before  them.  You  cannot 
conceive  what  a  vast  Tract  of  Country  has  been  depopulated  by 
these  merciless  Savages.  I  assure  you  that  all  the  Families  from 
Augusta  County  in  Virginia'  to  the  Biver  Delaware   have   been 
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>liged  to  quit  their  Plantations  on  the  North  side  of  that  Chain 
Hills  which  is  called  the  endless  Mountains,  that  take  their 
ise  in  New  England,  and  that  the  Indians  are  expected  to  Con- 
nie their  Ravages  into  the  Governments  of  New  York  and  New 
3rsey. 

"  As  I  know  not  the  State  of  the  Six  Nations,  nor  where  an  Ap- 
ication  can  be  best  made  to  them,  I  must  take  the  Freedom  to 
ssire  on  the  part  of  this  Government  that  you  would  be  pleased  to 
nd  a  Message  to  the  Six  Nations  to  inform  them  of  this  Defection 
■  the  Delawares  and  Shawonese  both  from  us  &  them,  with  all  its 
)rrid  Circumstances,  and  assure  them  that  is  it  without  the  least 

rovocation  from  us,  but  that  as  they  say  themselves  it  is  to  shew 

le  Six  Nations  that  they  are  rio  longer  Women,  by  which  they 
ean  no  longer  under  their  Subjection;  they  have  the  further  Im- 
'udencc  to  say  they  will  come  &  attack  such  of  the  Six  Nations  as 

ave  taken  up  the  Hatchet  against  the  French.     It  will,  therefore, 
right  to  warn  the  Six  Nations  in  your  Message  not  only  against 

ay  attempts  that  may  be  made  on  their  Castles,  but  to  require  them 
send  Messengers  to  all  the  Indians  under  their  Dependance  not 
assist  or  join  the  French  or  their  Indians,  but  to  take  up  the 
atchet  &  assist  the  English,  and  to  let  them  know  that  if  they 

o  out  a  fighting  against  the  English  the  Six  Nations  will  consider 

bem  as  Enemies  &  treat  them  as  such. 
"  You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  Papers  that  these  French  Shaw- 

nese  and  Delawares  have  offered  the  French  Hatchet  to  the  Sas-. 

uehannah  Indians  but  they  have  refused  to  take  it,  and  have  sent 
Message  to  this  Government  that  they  have  done  so,  &  will  fight 

rith  us  if  we  will  support  them,  and  they  shall  be  ordered  to  do  so 

y  the  Six  Nations.     Be  pleased,  therefore,  in  your  Message  to 

iforin  the  Six  Nations  of  this,  and  desire  they  will  send  a  particular 

Message  to  these  Sasquehannah  Indians,  commanding  them  to  assist 

he  English  against  the  French. 

"  I  intend  to  build  a  Fort  at  Shamokin  this  Winter,  of  which  be 
leased  likewise  to  acquaint  the  Six  Nations,  &  I  doubt  not  they 
vill  approve  this  measure  as  absolutely  necessary  to  protect  the 
ndians  for  the  common  Security  of  them  and  us. 

"  I  have  enclosed  you  the  minutes  of  Council  containing  what 
>assed  between  this  Government  &  Scarrooyady,  &  likewise  some 
ecret  Intelligence,  which  you  will  make  your  own  use  of,  conceal- 
ng  the  name  of  the  Author. 

"I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"  ROBERT  H.  MORRIS. 
u  To  Gen1  Johnson. 
"Philada.,  15th  Novembr.,  1755." 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Monday  the  17th  Novr-;  1755. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  &ca- 

Robert  Strettel,  Richard  Peters,  "] 

Joseph  Turner,  John  Mifflin,        !  ™ 

Lyndford  Lardner,  Benjamin  Chew,  [       ^ 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  j 

On  reading  and  considering  the  Bill  entituled  "  An  Act  for  strik- 
ing £60,000  and  sinking  it  by  a  Tax,"  all  the  Council  present  un- 
animously agree  to  the  following  Amendments,  which  with  the  Bill 
&  following  Message  were  sent  to  the  House  by  the  Secretary : 

"  Amendments  to  the  Bill  entituled   '  An  Act  for  striking  £60,- 

000/  &&< 

u  1st.  Page  1st,  Line  4.    Dele  the  word  [not]  and  insert  [only]. 

"2d.  Page  26,  from  the  word  [And]  in  the  10th  line.  Dele  all 
the  rest  of  that  &  27  Page,  and  down  the  word  [Act]  in  the  10th 
line  of  the  27th  Page,  both  inclusive. 

"3d.  Page  49,  line  7.  Dele  [Isaac  Norris]  and  insert  [James 
Hamilton,  Isaac  Norris,  &  8  Benjamin  Chew]  striking  out  [James 
Hamilton]  in  the  8  line. 

"4th.  lines  9  &  10.     Dele  [John  Hughes]. 

"  5th.  line  14.    After  the  word  [being]  add  [and  not  otherwise]. 

"  6th.  Page  50,  line  4th.  Dele  [Isaac  Norris]  and  insert  [James 
Hamilton,  Isaac  Norris,  Benjamin  Chew] ;  strike  out  [James 
Hamilton]  in  the  5  Line. 

"  7th.  line  6.     Dele  [John  Hughes]. 

"  8th.  Page  51  &ca-  Dele  all  Pages  51,  52,  &  the  first  line  of 
Page  53. 

"  15th  November,  1755.     Sent  to  the  House  with  the  Bill. 

"  f  RICHARD  PETERS,  Secr'y." 

A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
il  Gentlemen : 

"  I  have  again  taken  in  Consideration  your  Bill  for  striking  Sixty 
thousand  Pounds  and  sinking  it  by  a  Tax,  and  tho'  I  cannot  recede 
from  my  former  Opinion  that  I  am  restrained  by  my  Commission 
from  passing  any  Law  for  taxing  the  Proprietary  Estate,  yet  I 
agree  with  you  that  the  Dispute  between  us  whether  the  Proprie- 
tary Estate  ought  to  be  taxed  by  Act  of  the  Legislature  here,  and 
whether  I  have  a  power  by  my  Commission  to  pass  any  Act  for  that 
purpose,  must  in  the  end  be  determined  by  his  Majesty. 
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u  But  as  I  conceive  the  Method  you  propose  by  a  Clause  in  your 
Bill  of  leaving  that  matter  to  the  Royal  Determination  is  unprece- 
dented, and  that  his  Majesty  cannot  properly  give  his  Assent  to 
some  parts  of  an  Act  and  reject  others,  but  will  agreeable  to  the 
usual  Forms  in  such  Cases  approve  or  disapprove  of  the  whole,  I 
have,  therefore,  returned  &  am  ready  to  pass  your  Bill  with  some 
Amendments,  the  most  material  of  which  are  the  striking  out  that 
Clause  and  those  parts  of  the  Bill  which  subject  the  Proprietary 
Estate  to  Taxation,  and  in  lieu  thereof  I  propose  that  you  shall 
prepare  another  Bill,  whereby  the  Proprietary  Estate  shall  be  taxed 
in  proportion  to  the  other  Estates  in  the  Province  and  for  the  same 
purposes  j  not  by  Assessors  chosen  by  the  People,  but  by  Commis- 
sioners to  be  mutually  chosen  by  you  and  me  and  named  in  the 
Bill,  with  a  suspending  Clause  that  the  same  shall  not  take  effect 
or  be  in  force  till  it  has  received  his  Majesty's  Royal  Approbation. 

"  This  Mode  of  doing  it  will,  in  my  opinion,  as  effectually 
answer  the  end  you  propose  of  laying  this  affair  before  his  Majesty 
for  his  Determination,  &  I  think  more  properly  and  methodically, 
and  in  the  mean  time,  without  waiting  for  that  Determination, 
Money  will  be  raised  for  supplying  the  present  Exigencies  of  the 
Province. 

if  I  must  confess  that  nothing  but  the  implicit  Confidence  I  have 
in  his  Majesty's  goodness  &  justice  that  he  will  disapprove  of  it  if 
it  is  wrong,  &  the  most  sincere  and  ardent  desire  I  have  of  doing 
every  thing  in  my  power  for  the  good  &  security  of  the  people  com- 
mitted to  my  Care,  could  induce  me  to  pass  a  Law  in  any  shape  for 
the  Taxing  the  Proprietaries  estates,  And  if  you  are  equally  sincere 
&  equally  affected  with  the  Distresses  and  Miseries  of  your  bleeding 
Country,  you  can  have  no  objection  to  this  Method  of  affording  them 
immediate  Succor  and  Relief. 

"  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 
"  Philada'  November  17th,  1755." 

The  Three  following  Letters  being  delivered  to  the  Governor  in 
Council  by  an  Express  Dispatched  by  Mr.  James  Read,  Prothono- 
tary  of  the  County  of  Berks,  the  same  were  read  : 

A  Letter  from  Peter  Spycker,  at  Tiripehoccon,  to  Conrad  Weiser, 
E$qr'>  in  Pliilad*- 
"  Tulpeiioccon,  ye  16  November,  1755. 
"  Conrad  Weiser,  Esqr* : 

"  John  Anspack  and  Frederick  Reed  came  to  me  and  told  me  the 
miserable  Circumstances  of  the  People  murdered  this  side  the  Moun- 
tain Yesterday,  the  Indians  attacked  the  Watch,  killed  and  wounded 
him  at  Derrick  Sixth,  and  in  that  Neighbourhood  great  many  in 
that  night.  This  morning  our  people  went  out  to  sec :  came  about 
10  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  Thomas  Bower's  house,  finding  a  man 
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Dead,  killed  w'b'  a  Gun  Shott.  Soon  we  heard  a  noise  of  firing 
Gunns  j  Running  to  that  place  and  found  four  Indians  sitting  on 
Children  scalping,  3  of  the  Children  are  dead  and  2  are  alive;  the 
Scalps  are  taken  off;  hereafter  we  went  to  the  watch  House  of 
Derrick  Sixth,  where  the  Indians  first  attacked,  finding  6  Dead 
Bodies,  4  of  them  scalpt ;  about  a  mile  this  side  the  Watch  house 
as  we  went  back  the  Indians  set  fire  to  a  Stable  &  Barn,  where 
burnt  the  Corn,  Cows,  and  other  Creatures,  where  we  found  7 
Indians,  5  in  the  House  eating  their  dinner  and  drinking  Rum 
which  was  in  the  House,  and  2  outside  the  House ;  we  fire  to  them, 
but  in  vain ;  the  Indians  have  burnt  4  Plantations  more  the  above 
account  told  me;  Peter  Anspack,  Jacob  Caderman,  Christopher 
Noacre,  Leonard  Walborn  told  me  in  the  same  manner;  George 
Dollinger  &  Adam  Dieffenbach  sent  me  word  in  the  same  manner. 

"Now  we  are  in  great  Danger  for  to  Lose  our  Lives  or  Estates. 
Pray,  therefore,  for  help,  or  else  whole  Tulpehoccon  will  be  ruined 
by  the  Indians  in  a  short  time,  and  all  Buildings  will  be  burned 
down  &  the  people  scalped,  therefore  you  will  do  all  haste  to  get 
people  together  to  assist  us.  The  Assembly  can  see  by  this  work 
how  good  and  fine  friends  the  Indians  are  to  us,  we  hope  their  Eyes 
will  go  open  &  their  Hearts  tender  to  us  and  the  Governor's  the 
same,  if  they  are  true  Subjects  to  our  King  George  the  second,  of 
Great  Britain,  or  are  willing  to  deliver  us  in  the  hands  of  these 
miserable  Creatures. 

"  I  am,  Your  Friend, 

"PETER  SPYCKER. 

N.  B.  The  people  is  fled  to  us  from  the  Hills,  Peter  Kryger 
and  Jr'0,  Weiser  are  the  last. 


A  Letter  from  John  Elder,  of  Paxton,  to  the  Secretary : 

«  Paxton,  9ber;  1755. 
«  Sir : 

"  I  have  just  now  rec*  an  Express  informing  that  out  of  a  small 
party  on  Guard  last  night  in  Tullyhaes  Gap  of  the  Mountain,  5 
were  killed  and  2  wounded.  Such  shocking  accounts  we  frequently 
receive,  and  tho'  we  are  careful  to  transmit  'em  to  Philada-  <fe  re- 
monstrate and  Petition  time  after  time,  yet  to  no  purpose ;  So  that 
we  seem  to  be  given  up  into  the  hands  of  a  merciless  Enemy. 
There  are  within  this  few  weeks  upwards  of  40  of  his  Majesty's 
Subjects  massacred  on  the  Frontiers  of  this  and  Cumberland  GT-' 
besides  a  great  number  carried  into  Captivity,  and  yet  nothing  but 
unreasonable  Debates  between  the  two  parts  of  our  Legislature  in- 
stead of  uniting  in  some  probable  Scheme  for  the  Protection  of  the 
Puvince  and  the  preservation  of  its  Inhabitants.     What  may  be 
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the  end  of  these  things  God  only  knows,  but  I  really  fear  that  un- 
less vigorous  methods  are  speedily  used  to  prevent  it,  we  in  these 
-back  Settlements  will  unavoidably  fall  a  sacrifice  &  this  part  of  the 
Province  be  lost,  which  may,  'tis  true,  be  recovered  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  but  at  the  expence  of  much  blood  &  treasure. 
If  I  have  expressed  my  Sentiments  here  with  too  much  warmth 
you'l  be  kind  enough  to  pardon  me  as  it  proceeds  from  a  hearty  re- 
gard to  the  Publick  good,  &  you'l  infinitely  oblige, 

"  Sir,  Yr-  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"JOHN  ELDER, 
"  Richard  Peters,  Esqn" 


A  Letter  from  Mr,  Edward  Biddle,  at  Reading,  to  his  Father  in 

the  City. 
"  My  dearest  Father  : 

<{  I'm  in  so  much  horror  and  Confusion  I  scarce  know  what  I  am 
writing.  The  Drum  is  beating  to  Arms,  and  Bells  ringing  &  all 
the  people  under  Arms.  Within  these  two  hours  we  have  had  dif- 
ferent tho'  too  uncertain  Acc,s*  all  corroborrating  each  other,  and 
this  moment  is  an  Express  arrived  dispatched  from  Michael  Reis' 
at  Tulpehoccon,  18  Miles  above  this  Town,  who  left  about  30  of 
their  people  engaged  with  about  an  equal  number  of  Indians  at  the 
sd-  Reis'.  This  night  we  expect  an  attack,  truly  alarming  is  our 
situation.  The  people  exclaim  against  the  Quakers,  &  some  are 
scarce  restrained  from  burning  the  Houses  of  those  few  who  are  in 
This  Town.  Oh  my  Country  !  my  bleeding  Country !  I  recom- 
mend myself  to  the  divine  God  of  Armies.  Give  my  dutiful  Love 
to  my  dearest  Mother,  and  my  best  love  to  Brother  Jemmy. 

"t  am,  Honoured  Sir,  Your  most  affectionate  &  obedient  Son, 

"  E.  BIDDLE. 

"  Sunday  1  o'clock.  I  have  rather  lessened  than  exagerated  our 
Melancholy  Account. 

"  Copied  from  the  Original. 

"  f  JAMES  BIDDLE." 

As  it  appears  from  the  above  Letters  that  the  Indians  had  passed 
the  Blue  Mountains,  broke  into  the  County  of  Berks  and  were  there 
committing  Murder,  Devastations,  &  other  kind  of  horrid  Mischiefs, 
the  Governor  desired  the  Council  would  consider  what  was  neces- 
sary for  the  Government  to  do  in  this  Exigency  of  Affairs ;  and  the 
Council  unanimously  agreed  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary, — 

"  1st.  That  such  a  sum  of  Money  should  be  immediately  lodged 
in  the  Hands  of  the  Government  for  the  use  of  his  Majesty  as  shall 
vol.  vi. — 45. 
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be  judged  sufficient  to  answer  the  present  necessities  of  the  Pro- 
vince. 

"  icily.  That  a  proper  Law  be  made  for  the  subsisting,  disciplin- 
ing and  the  better  Government  and  ordering  of  the  Forces  that 
shall  voluntarily  enlist  for  opposing  the  French  and  Indians,  & 
defence  of  the  Country,  as  near  to  the  form  &  purport  of  the  Eng- 
lish Mutiny  Act  as  may  be,  consistent  with  the  Circumstances  of 
the  Province  j  Or  by  extending  the  said  Act  to  this  Province  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  answer  the  purposes  aforesaid/' 

And  then  the  Council  earnestly  recommended  it  to  the  Governor 
forthwith  to  demand  the  Assembly's  immediate  compliance  and  posi- 
tive and  Cattegorical  answer  thereto. 

Accordingly  on  the  18th  The  Intelligence  was  laid  before  the 
House  with  the  following  Message  : 

A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly, 
"  Gentlemen : 

"The  Secretary  will  lay  before  you  the  Intelligence  I  have 
received  that  the  Indians  have  fallen  upon  the  Inhabitants  of  Tul- 
pehoccon,  many  of  whom  they  have  destroyed. 

"  By  the  Bill  I  have  amended  and  returned  to  you  no  money  can 
be  issued  till  January  next,  before  which  the  greatest  part  of  this 
Province  may  be  laid  waste,  &  the  people  destroyed  or  drove  from 
their  Habitations.  I  think  it,  therefore,  my  duty  upon  the  present 
Exigency  of  Affairs  to  call  upon  you  to  grant  an  immediate  Sup- 
ply of  money  that  I  may  be  thereby  enabled  to  afford  the  neces- 
sary and  timely  assistance  to  the  distressed  Inhabitants  in  the  Back 
Counties  and  to  secure  the  Province  in  general. 

"Should  you  enable  me  to  raise  men  upon  the  present  occasion, 
I  must  recommend  and  press  it  upon  you  to  pass  a  Law  for  the  bet- 
ter Government  of  such  Forces  at  the  time  when  they  are  not^oined 
by  any  of  his  Majestie's  regular  Forces,  For  which  you  cannot  have 
a  better  standard  than  the  Act  of  Parliament  for  punishing  Mutiny 
and  Desertion,  which  is  in  some  things  already  extended  to  this 
Province. 

"  Without  a  Law  of  this  kind  it  would  be  imposible  to  keep  up 
or  govern  any  Troops  that  may  be  raised ;  and  as  such  a  Law  is 
found  absolutely  necessary  in  England,  I  hope  you  will  think  it 
equally  so  here,  &  immediately  set  about  preparing  one  for  this 
Province. 

"ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 
"Philad*"NovT18th,  1755." 

Mr.  Potter,  the  Sheriff  of  Cumberland  County,  being  in  town, 
was  sent  for  and  desired  to  give  an  account  of  the  upper  part  of 
that  County  in  which  the  Indians  had  committed  their  late  Rava- 
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ges;  and  he  said  that  27  Plantations  were  burnt  and  a  great  quan- 
tity of  Cattle  killed  ;  That  a  Woman  of  93  years  of  age  was  found 
lying  killed  with  her  Breast  tore  off  and  a  stake  run  thro'  her  Body; 
That  of  ninety-three  Families  which  were  settled  in  the  two  Coves 
&  the  Conolloway's,  47  were  either  killed  or  taken  and  the  rest  de- 
serted. 

On  the  18th  of  November  the  two  following  Messages  were  de- 
livered to  the  Governor  by  two  of  ye  Members,  which  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

A  Message  to  the  Governor  from  the  Assembly. 
"May  it  please  the  G-overnor: 

"We  are  glad  to  hear  that  the  Governor's  chief  remaining  ob- 
jections to  the  Bill  are  only  that  the  Method  it  proposes  in  a  par- 
ticular Clause  of  leaving  our  dispute  to  the  Royal  Determination  is 
unprecedented,  and  that  '  his  Majesty  cannot  properly  assent  to  some 
parts  of  an  Act  and  reject  others/  On  which  we  beg  leave  to  say 
that  we  think  the  Bill  is  nofe  liable  to  either  of  these  objections. 
Conditional  or  alt" -native  Clauses  in  law  are  far  from  being  un- 
precedented, &  the  Clause  objected  to  is  no  other.     Nor  is  there 
any  necessity  in  the  method  proposed,  that  the  Crown  should  give 
its  assent  to  some  parts  of  the  Act  and  reject  others.     The  Act  will 
be  complea!}  in  itself  and  to  be  carried  into  execution  either  way, 
whether  his  Majesty  shall  think  fit  to  determine  in  favour  of  the 
Proprietary  Exemption  or  not.     The  Royal  Approbation  of  the  Law 
is  one  distinct  Act  of  the  Crown.  The  declaration  of  the  Royal  Plea- 
sure, that  the  Proprietaries  have  a  right  to  be  exempted  from  Taxes 
(if  such  a  Declaration  is  evs    made)  is  another  distinct  Act  that 
may  be  done  at  any  other  Time  or  at  any  time  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Law,  which  second  distinct  Act  of  the  Crown  to  be 
done  in  pursuance  of  the  Law,  is,  by  the  Law  to  be  attended  with 
certain  advantageous  Consequences  to  the  Proprietaries,  such  as  a 
forbearing  to  levy  their  Tax  or  a  refunding  it  if  levied.     This  very 
refunding  the  Tax  if  levied  is  to  be  done,  not  because  a  part  of  the 
Law  is  rejected  by  the  Crown  (for  thrt  is  not  the  Case),  but  it  is  to 
be  done  in  Execution  of  the  Law  and  by  virile  of  '"  e  Law  itself 
Were  we  to  go  into  the  other  Method  proposed  instead  of  this,  and 
pass  two  L'lls  at  the  same  time,  one  declaring  positively  that  the 
Proprietary  Estate  shall  not  be  taxed  (which  the  p  esc  it  Bill  de- 
clares as  it  now  comes  down  amended  by  the  Governor),  aud  an- 
other expressly  to  Tax  that  Estate,  we  think  we  should  be  justly 
chargeable  with  doing  what  is  not  only  unprecedented  but  absurd, 
<fe  that  the  Diametrical  contradic  'on  of  two  Laws  passed  at  the 
same  time,  and  as  it  were  with  the  same  Breath,  would,  so  far  as  they 
relate  to  the  same  point,  infallibly  des'roy  each  other,  and  the  cud 
aimed  at  by  the  Governor,  to  wit,  Exempting  the    Proprietaries 
from  Taxation  be  thereby  infallibly  secured. 
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"  As  to  the  Governor's  proposal  of  a  particular  manner  of  causing 
Commissioners  to  assess  the  Proprietary  Estate,  we  conceive  there 
is  not  the  least  necessity  of  deviating  from  the  common  method  on 
this  occasion.  The  Assessors  yearly  chosen  throughout  the  Pro- 
vince have  established  Characters  for  Probity  and  Discretion,  which 
gives  the  people  that  Confidence  in  them  that  occasions  their  choice. 
They  are  moreover  under  Oaths  or  solemn  Affirmations  to  do  impar- 
tial Justice  l  according  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  abilities,  neither 
sparing  any  Person  for  favour  or  affection,  nor  giving  any  for  hatred 
or  ill-will/  and  tho'  it  is  possible  that  in  the  many  private  Estates 
they  have  to  assess,  some  small  inequalities  may  at  times  escape 
their  observation,  yet  we  think  in  assessing  the  Proprietary  Estate 
they  would  be  extremely  careful  of  giving  any  just  Grounds  of 
Complaint,  and  make  their  uprightness  in  that  Transaction  a  point 
of  Honour  as  well  as  Conscience,  in  which  they  would  be  strength- 
ened by  this  Consideration,  that  an  iniquitous,  unjust  assessment  of 
that  Estate  would  give  the  best  grounds  to  the  Proprietaries  whereon 
to  find  their  Application  to  the  Crown  for  the  Exemption  claimed, 
and  as  that  application  may  by  the  Bill  be  made  &  the  right  of  Ex- 
emption declared  by  the  Crown  at  any  time  within  the  four  Years' 
continuance  of  the  Act,  the  Assessors  would  by  one  Act  of  Injustice 
incur  the  Danger  of  losing  all  their  Trouble  in  assessing  and  collect- 
ing that  Tax  perhaps  for  several  Years,  and  losing  the  whole  Money 
raised  by  it  to  the  Publick,  the  Law  obliging  a  Restitution  to  be 
made  to  the  Proprietaries  whenever  the  Crown  shall  think  fit  to 
make  such  Declaration,  So  that  not  only  from  Conscience  and  Hon- 
our but  from  a  regard  to  the  publick  Interests  the  assessors  will  be 
obliged  to  do  Justice  to  that  Estate,  and  thereby  prevent  all  Cause 
of  Complaining. 

"  But  to  satisfy  the  Governor  farther  that  not  only  the  Taxing  of 
the  Proprietary  Estates  but  the  Assessing  them  by  the  common 
Assessers  is  agreeable  to  the  Practice  at  home  in  taxing  the  Lords 
of  Parliament,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  him  to  the  Yotes  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  an  Extract  of  which  we  herewith  send  him,  where  the 
peers  in  1692  proposed  a  like  Amendment  to  a  Money  Bill,  viz'-,  to 
appoint  seperate  Assessors  for  the  Lords,  to  be  nominated  in  the 
Bill,  but  it  appears  that  on  the  Commons  refusing  it,  Their  Lord- 
ships presently  dropped  the  proposal,  and  as  far  as  "We  know  have 
never  since  revived  it. 

"  It  is,  may  it  please  the  Governor,  one  of  the  most  valuable 
Rights  of  Brittish  Subjects  to  have  their  Bills  granting  Money  to 
the  Crown  accepted  without  Amendments,  a  right  that  cannot  be 
given  up  without  destroying  the  Constitution  and  incurring  greater 
and  more  lasting  Mischiefs  than  the  grant  of  Money  can  prevent. 
The  present  Assembly,  however,  being  a  new  Body,  thought  them- 
selves at  Liberty  to  consider  the  twenty  Amendments  proposed  by 
the  Governor  to  the  Bill  of  the  last  Assembly  for  granting  Fifty 
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thousand  Pounds,  and  without  seeing  the  necessity  or  use  of  nany 
of  those  Amendments,  but  merely  as  they  wished  &  hoped  tli  re  by 
to  avoid  all  Dispute,  admitting  every  one  of  them  that  was  o:  any 
Consequence  into  the  present  Bill,  except  that  of  exeniptiu  ;  the 
Proprietary  Estate,  &  that  was  so  modified  as  they  iniagim  J  no 
farther  objection  could  remain.  We  find,  however,  in  this  instance 
how  little  is  to  be  gained  by  such  Compliance,  and  how  endl  «a  it 
is  to  admit  any  Change  in  such  Bills,  for  now  the  Governor  pro- 
poses to  amend  his  own  Amendments,  adds  to  his  own  Additions, 
and  alters  his  own  Alterations,  so  that  tho'  we  should  accede  to 
these  we  are  not  sure  of  being  ever  the  nearer  to  a  Conclusion.  In 
fine  as  it  is  a  money  Bill,  as  the  whole  sum  is  granted  to  the  Crown 
&  to  be  paid  by  Tax  on  the  Subjects  in  this  Province,  we  cannot 
receive  any  Amendment  to  it,  and  as  the  passing  the  proposed  sepe- 
rate  Bill  is  equally  inconsistent  with  the  Governor's  Construction 
of  the  Prohibitory  Clause  in  his  Commission,  which  he  seems  now 
to  have  got  over,  and  he  only  mentions  this  mode  as  in  his  opinion 
it  will  '  bring  the  Affair  before  his  Majesty  more  properly  and 
methodically,'  we  hope  he  will  not  for  the  sake  of  a  mere  opinion  of 
more  propriety  or  better  method  in  a  particular  Clause  any  longer 
refuse  a  Bill  of  so  great  importance  at  this  Juncture  to  his  Maj  .-iv's 
Service,  the  Security  of  the  Proprietory  Estate  now  going  daily  to 
ruin,  and  the  relief  of  the  poor  distressed  Inhabitants  of  the  Pro- 
vince. The  same  implicit  confidence  in  his  Majesty's  gooJncss 
1  that  induces  him  to  pass  a  Bill  in  any  shape  for  taxing  the  Pro- 
prietary Estate  '  may  encourage  him  to  hope  that  any  little  Impro- 
priety (if  such  there  should  be)  in  the  manner  of  laying  the  affair 
before  His  Majesty  will  be  graciously  passed  over;  Tho'  we  flatter 
ourselves  that  the  Governor  will  on  further  Consideration  be  per- 
suaded with  us  that  the  Manner  provided  in  this  Bill  is  on  many 
accounts  the  most  proper,  &  that  the  Money  will  be  raised  for  the 
present  use  with  the  same  readiness  and  dispatch. 

u  Whether  we  are  'equally  sincere  and  equally  affected  with  the 
Miseries  and  Distresses  of  our  bleeding  Country '  with  the  Gover- 
nor, must  be  left  to  others  to  Judge.  As  we  are  most  of  us  Natives 
of  the  Country,  &  all  of  us  have  our  Estates  <fc  other  more  valuable 
Connections  in  it,  and  the  Governor  is  a  stranger  among  us,  it 
should  seem  we  think,  at  least  probable,  that  we  may  be  even  more 
deeply  affected  with  its  distresses  than  he  is ;  but  the  many  Bills 
our  Assemblies  have  proposed  in  vain  for  its  relief,  and  our  earnest 
Endeavours  to  give  such  great  Sums  to  that  end  which  the  Gover- 
nor has  so  long  refused,  will,  we  think,  put  that  point  beyond  dis- 
pute. 

"  Upon  the  whole,  the  House  adheres  to  the  Bill  as  being  in 
their  Judgment  a  reasonable  one,  and  what  they  cannot  deviate  from 
consistent  with  the  rights  of  the  people;  and  since  at  such  a  time  as 
this  Disputes  &  Contentions  between  the  different  parts  of  the  Got- 
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ernment  are  extremely  prejudicial,  both  to  the  King's  service  &  the 
Welfare  of  the  Country,  we  entreat  they  may  henceforth  be  laid 
aside ;  and  that  the  Gov1"'  by  passing  this  just  &  equitable  Bill  will 
lay  the  foundation  of  such  an  Agreem1,  as  may  conduce  to  the 
General  benefit  of  all  concerned,  and  prevent  the  necessity  we  shall 
otherwise  be  under  of  making  an  immediate  application  &  Com- 
plaint against  him  to  our  Sovereign. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  House, 

« ISAAC  NORKIS,  Speaker. 
"Philada->  November  18,  1755." 


A  Message  to  the  Governor  from  the  Assembly. 
"May  it  please  the  Governor: 

"  We  apprehend  that  our  Message  of  the  5th  Instant,  requesting 
to  be  informed  by  what  means  the  Delawares  &  Shawanese  had 
been  so  alienated  in  their  affections  from  this  Province,  was  too 
slightly  answered  by  the  Governor,  and  we  now  hope  it  will  not  be 
taken  amiss  if  we  enquire  more  particularly,  Whether  the  Chiefs 
of  the  Shawanese  did  not  in  1753  complain  to  this  Government, 
that  satisfaction  had  not  been  made  to  them  by  the  Proprietaries, 
for  a  large  tract  of  Land,  part  of  which  was  surveyed  into  the 
Proprietary  Manor  on  Conedoguinet ;  &  whether  they  were  not 
then  promised  that  application  should  be  immediately tmade  to  the 
Proprietaries  in  their  Behalf,  to  obtain  the  satisfaction  they  desired  ? 
We  hope  if  so,  that  the  application  has  been  accordingly  made, 
and  the  satisfaction  obtained  and  given.  But  we  desire  if  the  Gov- 
ernor pleases,  to  be  informed  of  the  particulars. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  House. 

"  ISAAC  NORMS,  Speaker! 

"Pliilad*-  Novr-  18th,  1755." 

The  Governor  sent  the  following  Letter  to  the  Mayor  &  Corpora- 
tion of  the  City  of  Philad*1 : 
"  Gentlemen : 

"  I  have  received  intelligence  that  the  Indians  have  fallen  upon 
the  Settlements  at  Tulpehoccon,  that  they  had  slaughtered  many  of 
the  Inhabitants  &  laid  waste  the  Country,  and  were  moving  towards 
the  Town  of  Reading,  which  is  within  about  Sixty  Miles  of  this 
City,  and  tho*  I  am  in  hopes  their  cruel  progress  will  be  stopped 
long  before  they  can  come  hither,  yet  as  I  can  get  no  certain  In- 
telligence of  their  Strength  or  of  the  number  of  french  men  that 
are  among  them,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  take  every  cautionary 
measure  in  my  power  for  the  preservation  &  Safety  of  the  People 
&  Province. 
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"I  must,  therefore,  recommend  it  to  you,  Gentlemen  of  the  Cor- 
poration, &  through  you  to  the  People  of  this  City  to  be  upon  their 
Guard,  and  ready  to  take  such  measures  for  the  safety  of  the  City 
and  Province  as  the  motions  of  the  Enemy  may  make  necessary ; 
And  that  you  may  be  prepared  not  only  to  defend  yourselves  but 
to  afford  your  assistance  to  such  parts  of  the  Country  as  may  stand 
in  need  of  it,  I  must  desire  that  you,  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  and 
Alderman,  will  recommend  to  me  proper  persons  to  be  appointed 
Officers  upon  the  present  occasion,  To  whom  I  will  immediately 
issue  Commissions.     I  am,  Gentlemen, 

"  Your  most  Obed'-  humble  Servant, 

"ROBERT  H.  MORRIS." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philada-  19th  Novr>  1755,  A.  M. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  &«*• 

Robert  Strettell,  Thomas  Cadwalader,  ~\ 

Joseph  Turner,  Lynford  Lardner,       V  Esqrs. 

Richard  Peters,  ) 

The  Assembly's  Message  to  the  Governor  with  the  Bill  for 
striking  £60,000,  &ca>'  adhering  to  it  and  rejecting  all  the  Governor's 
Amendments  being  read,  and  the  Governor  desiring  the  Council's 
opinion  whether  he  should  pass  the  Bill  unamended. 

The  Council  unanimously  agreed  that  the  Governor  ought  not  to 
pass  the  Bill  unamended,  and  gave  several  reasons  which  were  in- 
serted in  a  rough  Draft  of  a  Message  proposed  to  be  sent  in  answer 
thereto,  but  as  there  was  not  time  to  perfect  it  now  the  Govr#  was 
desired  to  consider  it  fully,  and  finish  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

And  the  other  Message  relating  to  the  enquiry  desired  by  the 
Assembly  to  be  made  whether  the  Delawarcs  and  Shawanesc  having 
been  alieniated  in  their  Affections  from  this  Government,  is  not 
owing  to  their  not  having  received  satisfaction  from  the  Proprieta- 
ries for  a  large  Tract  of  Land  they  purchased  of  them. 

Referred  to  Mr.  Strettel,  Mr.  Turner  and  Doctor  Cadwalader,  to 
enquire  into  that  Affair  and  make  report  thereof  to  the  Governor 
that  he  may  be  enabled  to  give  the  Assembly  an  answer  to  his 

Message. 

A  Letter  of  the  11th  of  August  last  from  his  Excellency  Charles 
Lawrence,  Esq'-'  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  accompanying  one  him- 
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dred  and  sixty-eight  Men,  Women  and  Children,  of  the  Neutral 
French,  imported  here  from  Halifax,  was  read  in  these  words : 

A  Letter  from  His  Excellency  Cha*'  Lawrence,  LsqT->  to  Governor 

Morris. 

"  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia,  11th  Aug**  1755. 

"Sir: 

"  The  success  that  has  attended  his  Majesty's  Arms  in  driving 
the  French  from  the  encroachments  they  had  made  in  this  Pro- 
vince, furnished  me  with  a  favourable  opportunity  of  reducing  the 
French  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony  to  a  proper  obedience  to  his 
Majesty's  Government,  or  forcing  them  to  quit  the  Country.  These 
Inhabitant  were  permitted  to  remain  in  quiet  possession  of  their 
Lands,  upon  Condition  that  they  should  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance 
to  the  King  within  one  Year  after  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  by  which 
this  Province  was  receded  to  Great  Britain,  with  this  Condition 
they  have  ever  refused  to  comply,  without  having  at  the  same  time 
from  the  Governor  an  assurance  in  writing  that  they  should  not  be 
called  upon  to  bear  Arms  in  the  defence  of  the  Province,  and  with 
this  General  Philipps  did  comply,  of  which  step  his  Majesty  bad 
disapproved  j  and  the  Inhabitants  pretending  therefrom  to  be  in  a 
state  of  Neutrality  between  his  Majesty  and  his  Enemies,  have 
continually  furnished  the  French  &  Indians  with  Intelligence, 
Quarters,  Provisions,  and  Assistance,  in  annoying  the  Government, 
and  while  one  part  have  abetted  the  French  encroachments  by  their 
treachery,  the  other  have  countenanced  them  by  open  rebellion,  and 
three  hundred  of  them  were  actually  found  in  Arms  in  the  ffrench 
Fort  at  Beausejour  when  it  surrendered. 

"  Notwithstanding  all  their  former  bad  behaviour,  as  his  Majesty 
was  pleased  to  allow  me  to  extend  still  further  his  Royal  Grace  to 
such  as  would  return  to  their  Duty,  I  offered  such  of  them  as  had 
not  been  openly  in  Arms  against  us,  a  continuance  of  the  posses- 
sion of  their  Lands,  if  they  would  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  un- 
qualified with  any  Reservation  whatsoever,  but  this  they  have  most 
audaciously,  as  well  as  unanimously  refused,  and  if  they  would 
presume  to  do  this  when  there  is  a  large  Fleet  of  Ships  of  War  in 
the  Harbour,  and  a  considerable  Land  force  in  the  Province,  what 
might  not  we  expect  from  them  when  the  approaching  Winter  de- 
prives us  of  the  former,  &  when  the  Troops  which  are  only  hired 
from  New  England  occasionally  and  for  a  small  time,  have  returned 
home  ? 

"  As  by  this  behaviour  the  Inhabitants  have  forfeited  all  tittle  to 
their  Lands  and  any  further  favour  from  the  Government,  I  called 
together  his  Majesty's  Council,  (at  which  the  Hon'ble  Vice  Admi- 
ral Boscawen  and  Rear  Admiral  Mostyn  assisted),  to  consider  by 
what  means  we  could  with  the  greatest  Security  &  effect  rid  our- 
selves of  a  set  of  People  who  would  forever  have  been  an  obstruc- . 
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tion  to  the  intention  of  settling  this  Colony,  and  that  it  was  now 
from  their  refusal  of  the  Oath  absolutely  incumbent  upon  us  to 
remove. 

"  As  their  numbers  amount  to  near  Seven  thousand  Persons,  the 
driving  them  off  with  leave  to  go  whither  they  pleased  would  have 
doubtless  strengthened  Canada  with  so  considerable  a  number  of 
Inhabitants,  s&  as  they  have  no  cleared  Lands  to  give  them  at 
present,  such  as  are  able  to  bear  Arms  must  have  been  immediately 
employed  in  annoying  this  and  the  neighboring  Colonies.  To  pre- 
vent such  an  inconvenience  it  was  judged  a  necessary  and  the  only 
practicable  measure  to  divide  them  among  the  Colonies,  where  they 
may  be  of  some  use,  as  most  of  them  are  healthy,  strong  People; 
and  as  they  cannot  easily  collect  themselves  together  again  it  will 
be  out  of  their  power  to  do  any  mischief,  and  they  may  become 
profitable,  and,  it  is  possible,  in  time  faithful  Subjects. 

"  As  this  step  was  indispensably  necessary  to  the  security  of  this 
Colony,  upon  whose  preservation  from  French  encroachments  the 
prosperity  of  North  America  is  esteemed  in  a  great  measure  de- 
pendent, I  have  not  the  least  reason  to  doubt  of  your  Excellency's 
concurrence,  &  that  you  will  receive  the  Inhabitants  I  now  send  & 
dispose  of  them  in  such  manner  as  may  best  answer  our  design  in 
preventing  their  Reunion. 

"  As  the  Vessels  employed  in  this  Service  are  upon  monthly 
hire,  I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  expedite  as  much  as  possible  their 
discharge,  &  that  they  may  be  furnished  with  a  certificate  of  the 
time  thereof  agreeable  to  the  form  enclosed. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  &  most  humble  Servant, 

"CHAS-  LAWRENCE. 
"  To  His  Excellency  Govr>  Morris." 

And  then  the  Governor  desired  the  opinion  of  the  Council  what 
should  be  done  with  the  said  Neutrals. 

The  Council  are  of  opinion  that  application  be  made  to  the  Com- 
manding Officers  recruiting  here,  immediately  to  send  sufficient  Ser- 
geant's Guards  on  board  the  Vessels  in  which  the  said  Neutral*  are 
brought,  who  are  to  attend  constantly  on  board  to  prevent  their 
rising,  and  take  care  that  they  do  not  Land  or  get  on  shore  till  it 
shall  be  further  considered  and  resolved  how  to  dispose  of  them. 
That  in  the  mean  time  fresh  Provisions  and  Necessaries  be  immedi- 
ately sent  on  board  and  continue  to  be  sent  to  them  till  they  shall 
be  disposed  of;  And  that  the  Governor  send  a  Message  to  the  Assem- 
bly to  make  proper  provisions  for  defraying  the  Expence  of  subsisting 
&  disposing  of  the  said  Neutrals  and  for  the  support  of  the  Guards. 

That  a  proper  Person  be  sent  on  board  to  take  account  of  the 
Numbers  of  the  Neutrals  and  the  Provisions  on  board,  and  how 
much  has  been  expended  in  the  Voyage,  and  to  superintend  the 
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Victualling  them  and  their  Guards;  And  Mr.  Judah  Toulke  is 
recommended  by  the  Mayor  as  a  fit  Person  for  that  service,  and  a 
Warrant  was  issued  to  him  for  that  purpose. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philada.,  the  22nd  of  November,  1755. 
present : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esqr.,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  &ca' 

Robert  Strettel,  Benjamin  Chew,      ")  -^ 

Lynford  Lardner,  Richard  Peters,       j       ^ 

A  Message  from  the  House  delivered  the  19th  Inst**  was  read  in 
these  words : 
"  May  it  please  the  Governor  : 

u  Our  Treasury  is  quite  exhausted  by  the  heavy  expences  lately 
incurr'd,  and  we  know  of  no  way  of  raising  Money  so  expeditious 
as  that  proposed  by  the*  Bill  now  before  the  Governor.  It  is  true 
the  Money  intended  to  be  struck  may  not  be  Current  before  the 
31st  of  December;  but  as  that  is  not  more  than  six  weeks,  there  x 
is  no  Doubt  but  that  Labour,  Service,  and  any  thing  else  that 
Money  can  purchase  among  us  may  be  had  on  Credit  for  so  short  a 
time  if  the  Bill  passes ;  and  in  consideration  of  the  necessity  of 
i  affording  timely  assistance  to  the  distressed  Inhabitants  in  the 
Back  Counties/  we  sincerely  hope  and  once  more  earnestly  entreat 
that  the  Governor  will  no  longer  refuse  or  delay  his  assent  to  it. 

"  The  other  part  of  the  Governor's  Message  we  have  now  under 
our  serious  Consideration,  and  as  soon  as  we  come  to  any  resolution 
thereon,  shall  immediately  communicate  the  same  to  the  Governor. 

"  Signed  by  Order  of  the  House. 

"ISAAC  NORRIS,  Speaker. 
"Philada.,  Novr-'19th,  1755." 

The  Governor  having  framed  a  Message  to  the  House  respecting 
the  Bill  for  granting  £60,000  to  the  King's  use,  agreeable  to  the 
Council's  sentiments  at  their  last  meeting,  and  Extracts  having  been 
made  out  of  the  Council  Books  to  shew  that  Money  Bills  have 
always  been  amended  by  the  Governor  &  Council,  the  same  were 
read  and  approved,  and  sent  to  the  House : 

A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
"  Gentlemen : 

"  I  am  no  less  astonished  than  grieved  to  find  by  your  Message 
of  the  eighteenth  Instant,  that  altho'  I  have  even  ventured  to  ex- 
ceed what  I  judged  to  be  the  Powers  of  my  Commission,  in  order, 
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if  possible,  to  accommodate  our  unhappy  Differences  and  afford  the 
necessary  Succor  to  our  bleeding  Country,  yet  still  you  adhere  to 
your  Bill  &  refuse  to  agree  to  the  reasonable  proposal  I  made  of 
submitting  to  his  Majesty  the  present  dispute  between  us  relating 
to  the  Proprietary  Tax.  My  astonishment  is  still  increased  to  find 
that  your  best  argument  for  such  an  obstinate  refusal  is  founded  on 
a  new  and  lofty  claim  of  Priviledge  never  heard  of  in  this  Province 
till  towards  the  Close  of  Mr.  Hamilton's  Administration  and  the 
beginning  of  the  late  French  encroachments  upon  this  Province. 
At  that  time  the  Assembly  being  pressed  upon  the  subject  of  De- 
fence first  introduced,  and  have  since  occasionally  continued  this 
Claim  of  having  their  Money  Bills  passed  as  tendered,  without  any 
Amendments.  And  this  appears  to  be  done  with  a  double  view,  to 
wit,  either  wholly  to  avoid  giving  Money  for  Warlike  purposes,  or 
by  means  of  the  Country's  distress,  to  arrogate  Powers  which  As- 
semblies here  never  were,  and  from  the  nature  of  our  Constitution, 
never  ought  to  be  in  possession  of. 

"  In  my  Message  of  the  24th  of  September,  I  insisted  that  this 
Claim  was  neither  warranted  by  Charter  nor  yet  by  usage )  and  it 
appears  from  the  Minute  of  Council  (some  Extracts  of  which  I  have 
sent  you)  that  the  Governor's  right  of  Amending  Money  Bills  was 
never  questioned  by  your  Predecessors  in  Assembly ;  And  yet, 
Grentlemen,  they  were  men  whose  Probity  and  Fortune  were  at  least 
equal  to  yours,  and  many  of  them  were  singularly  remarkable  for 
their  superior  Knowledge  of  the  Constitution  of  their  Country  as 
well  as  an  inviolable  attachment  to  its  true  Interests. 

"I  have  given  this  matter  the  Precedence,  tho'  it  is  in  the  last 
part  of  your  Message,  that  it  may  appear  on  how  slight  a  Claim 
you  have  founded  your  refusal  to  pass  a  Bill  so  very  important  at 
this  Juncture.  Your  other  Arguments  relate  chiefly  to  the  Form 
of  the  proposed  Amendments,  to  which  I  shall  reply  but  briefly,  as 
you  seem  determined  against  all  Amendments  that  come  from  me, 
however  reasonable  and  necessary  they  may  otherwise  be. 

"  You  say  there  is  no  necessity  in  the  method  proposed,  that  the 
Crown  should  assent  to  some  parts  of  the  Act  and  reject  others.  It 
is  not  my  business  to  determine  what  the  Crown  may  account  ne- 
cessary in  any  of  its  Actions;  but  this  I  know,  that  is,  is  the  es- 
tablished mode  either  to  approve  or  reject  the  whole  of  any  Law ; 
And  I  presume  every  Legislative  Body  in  these  Colonies  expect  to 
have  their  Acts  wholly  rejected  or  wholly  approved.  You  ought, 
therefore,  previous  to  your  risking  the  rejection  of  so  important  an 
Act  on  account  of  the  Proprietary  Exemption,  to  shew  more  than  a 
bare  probability  that  the  Crown  will  adopt  this  unprecedented 
method  by  which  a  whole  Law  may  be  first  approved,  then  a  part  of 
it  suspended  from  taking  effect  and  yet  the  whole  is  to  remain  all 
the  while  compleat  and  in  Force.  And  all  this  you  say  by  a  very 
nice  distinction  is  to  be  done  by  means  of  sonic  wonderous  Virtue 
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of  the  Law  itself,  and  in  execution  of  the  Law,  and  yet  that  it  is  to  j 
Cost  two  distinct  Acts  of  the  Crown  to  do  it. 

"But  was  I  to  enquire  into  the  reasons  of  this  indirect  and  per- 
plexed  method,  scarce  any  other  it  should  seem  to  me  can  be  as-  i 
signed,  but  that  it  is  your  Sovereign  pleasure  to  have  it  so,  unless 
you  are  diffident  of  the  Justice  of  your  Cause  and  dare  not  trust  it  1 
on  its  own  Bottom,  perhaps  vainly  imagining  that  if  both  the  Taxes  I 
are  blended  together  you  have  a  better  chance  of  being  gratified  in  1 
your  ambitious  view  of  getting  your  Chief  Governor  and  his  Estate  j 
subject  to  your  Mercy  than  if  the  Bills  are  separated,  in  which  case  1 
you  probably  fear  that  the  Merits  of  the  Cause  alone  might  deter- 1 
mine  it  against  you. 

"For  my  part,  I  have  such  an  implicit  Confidence  in  the  Royal  j 
Justice,  that  I  am  certain  if  the  Proprietary  Claim  to  an  Exemption  1 
be  just  in  itself,  the  present  or  any  other  Law  by  which  they  are  j 
taxed  would  be  rejected  in  the  Common  Method,  although  the  1 
Crown  should  be  thereby  for  a  time  deprived  of  the  greatest  sums.  1 
Wherefore  as  I  foresaw  the  manifest  inconveniences  that  might  I 
ensue  from  a  total  rejection  of  the  present  Law,  I  proposed  a  sepa-  I 
ration  of  the  two  parts  of  the  Bill  by  which  method  the  present  | 
Exigencies  of  the  Province  would  be  supplied  whatever  might  be  j 
the  Royal  Determination  with  regard  to  the  Proprietary  Exemp-  ] 
tion. 

"  But  you  tell  me  in  the  next  place  that  my  proposal  also  implies  j 
a  contradiction,  namely  :  to  pass  one  Bill  declaring  positively  that  1 
the  Proprietary  Estate  shall  not  be  taxed  and  another  expressly  to  { 
Tax  it  j  and  the  good-natured  Construction  you  put  upon  this  is  j 
that  I  thereby  aimed  to  secure  an  infallible  Exemption  of  the  Pro-  ; 
prietaries  from  Taxation  by  leading  you  into  an  absurdity  in  the  I 
mode  of  taxing  them.     This  I  shall  leave  among  the  rest  of  your 
groundless  Charges  against  me,  and  observe  that  the  Bill  as  amended 
by  me  only  excepts  th3  Proprietary  Estate  in  the  Taxes  to  be  laid 
by  that  Bill,  but  no  where  that  I  can  find  declares  either  positively 
or  otherwise  that  it  shall  not  be  taxed  by  another  Bill,  so  that  the  1 
absurdity  you  mention  does  not  appear  to  me.     However,  if  what 
you  are  pleased  to  call  the  diametrical  Contradiction  of  the  two  pro- 
posed Bills  be  really  any  objection  with  you,  I  shall  very  readily    : 
agree  to  one  Amendment  more,  which  will  perfectly  reconcile  them 
by  the  addition  of  a  very  few  Words  to  the  Exemption  Clause  in 
the  first  Bill  as  follows:  [The  Estates  of  the  Honourable  Thomas    I 
Penn  and  Richard  Penn,  Esquires,  excepted,  which  shall  be  taxed 
in  the  manner  directed  by  a  particular  Law  passed  (or  to  be  passed)    i 
for  that  purpose].     Thus  both  Bills  will  declare  positively  that  the 
Proprietaries  are  to  be  taxed  if  his  Majesty  shall  so  think  fit. 

"  Your  Extracts  from  the  votes  of  the  House  of  Commons  prove 
nothing  to  the  purpose  for  which  you  quote  them ;  they  only  shew 
what  nobody  denies,  that  by  the  constitution  of  England  the  Com- 


PROVINCIAL  COUNCIL.  717 

mons  have  long  claimed  the  Priviledge  of  having  their  Supply  Bills 
assed  or  rejected  without  Amendments,  but  are  by  no  means  ap- 
plicable to  the  Circumstances  of  this  Province. 

"  The  Constitution  of  England  is  of  long  standing,  founded  upon 
antient  usage  &  ripened  by  time  &  the  wisdom  of  Ages  to  its  pre- 
sent perfection.  There  the  King,  Lords  and  Commons  make  up 
the  Supreme  Power,  to  each  of  which  the  Constitution  has  assigned 
particular  &  peculiar  prerogatives,  Rights,  &  Privileges,  in  order  to 
keep  up  a  proper  Ballance  and  make  them  (what  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Nation  they  ought  to  be)  a  check  upon  each  other. 

"The  Constitution  of  this  Province  is  founded  upon  certain  Royal 
&  Proprietary  Charters,  being  subordinate,  and  no  way  similar 
to  that  of  England,  nor  composed  of  the  like  constituent  parts. 
Here  the  whole  power  is  lodged  in  the  Governor  &  Assembly,  who 
have  all  along  exercised  equal  Legislative  powers,  each  of  them 
having  a  right  to  propose  Laws  and  to  amend  what  is  proposed  by 
the  other. 

"  Till,  therefore,  you  can  shew  that  the  Constitution  of  this  Prov- 
ince is  similar  to  that  of  England,  composed  of  the  like  parts,  and 
that  each  of  them  have  the  like  or  similar  powers  and  privileges, 
you  can  found  no  claim  upon  the  usage  of  Parliament  for  having 
your  Money  Bills  passed  without  the  Governor's  Amendments,  and 
therefore  your  Extracts  from  the  Votes  of  the  House  of  Commons 
were  a  very  needless  addition  to  your  Message. 

"  You  mention  twenty  Amendments  offered  by  me  to  the  Bill  of 
last  Assembly,  &  that  you  being  a  new  body  [composed  almost 
wholly  of  the  same  Members],  admitted  every  one  of  them  that  was 
of  any  Consequence  into  the  present  Bill,  excepting  that  of  exempt- 
ing the  Proprietary  Estate.  But  this  one  Amendment  was  of  so 
material  Consequence  that  your  refusal  to  admit  of  it  made  the  pro- 
posal of  a  separate  Bill  a  necessary  Expedient,  and  obliged  me  to 
make  other  Amendments,  so  that  you  had  no  reason  for  bursting 
out  into  such  a  lofty  strain  of  Rhetoric,  telling  me  that  now  I  am 
for  amending  my  own  Amendments,  altering  my  own  Alterations, 
and  adding  to  my  own  Additions;  for  had  you  agreed  to  my  first 
Amendments,  Alterations,  and  Additions,  any  future  ones  would 
have  been  needless. 

1  You  speak  of  many  Bills  proposed  in  vain  by  you  for  the  relief 
of  your  distressed  Country.  'Tis  true  you  have  in  all  proposed  to 
me  five  Money  Bills,  three  of  them  rejected  because  contrary  to 
Royal  Instructions.  The  other  two  were  rejected  on  account  of  the 
unjust  method  proposed  for  taxing  the  Proprietary  Estate.  If  you 
are  disposed  to  relieve  your  Country,  you  have  niauy  other  ways  of 
granting  Money  to  which  I  shall  have  no  objection. 

"  In  this  as  well  as  in  some  other  Messages,  you  affect  to  treat 
me  as  a  Stranger,  and  tell  me  that  it  is  at  least  probable  you  are 
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more  deeply  concerned  for  the  Distresses  of  this  Country  than  I 
am,  because  most  of  you  are  natives  of  it  and  have  your  Estates  in 
it.  I  am  surprized,  Gentlemen,  that  you  do  not  blush  to  have 
recourse  to  such  weak  and  fallacious  reasoning.  Altho'  I  was  not 
born  within  the  Limits  of  this  Province,  I  was  born  in  its  Neigh- 
bourhood. Nay,  the  Chief  part  of  my  Estate  lies  much  nearer  to 
this  City  than  the  Estates  of  some  of  you  who  sit  in  Assembly,  and 
when  your  Estates  are  in  danger  I  can  by  no  means  think  mine 
safe.  And  here  I  would  observe,  that  if  the  Consideration  of  being 
bred  up  among  You  and  possessing  large  property  in  the  Province 
could  have  secured  your  good  Treatment  of  any  Governor,  my  im- 
mediate Predecessor  had  the  fairest  Claim  to  such  Treatment,  & 
would  have  been  exempted  from  those  Manifold  abuses  which  it 
has  been  his  Lot  as  well  as  mine  to  receive  at  your  hands.  But  I 
conceive,  Gentlemen,  that  our  Actions,  not  the  place  of  our  Estates 
or  Nativity,  are  the  best  Test  of  our  Affection  for  this  Country. 
You  will  suffer  me,  therefore,  briefly  to  review  your  Conduct  and 
mine,  and  to  leave  them  both  to  speak  for  themselves. 

"  And  here  was  I  inclined  to  go  beyond  my  own  times ;  I  might 
begin  with  remind*-  You  how  contemptuously  you  treated  the  Pro- 
prietary offer  of  Four  hundred  Pounds  for  erecting  a  place  of 
Strength  on  the  Ohio,  together  with  an  offer  of  one  hundred  Pounds 
per  annum  towards  its  support,  which  offers  were  made  at  a  time 
when  your  Concurrence  would  probably  have  prevented  many  of 
the  Calamities  we  now  groan  under. 

"  I  might  also  observe,  that  when  Mr.  Hamilton  first  called  upon 
you  persuant  to  his  Majesty's  orders,  to  grant  such  Supplies  as 
would  enable  him  to  draw  forth  the  Strength  of  the  Province  &  to 
repel  Force  by  Force,  you  would  not  admit  that  the  French  En- 
croachments and  Fortifications  on  the  Ohio  were  within  our  Limits, 
or  his  Majesty's  Dominions,  thereby  seeking  an  excuse  to  avoid 
doing  what  was  required  of  you  ;  And  when  after  the  loss  of  much 
time  you  thought  fit  to  drop  this  dispute,  you  then  entered  upon  a 
fresh  one  concerning  the  Legality  of  Royal  Instructions  in  order 
still  to  gain  more  time  &  avoid  doing  what  you  judged  inconsistent 
with  your  Principles  j  nevertheless,  it  is  clear,  that  if  you  had  com- 
plied with  Mr.  Hamilton's  request,  and  given  Seasonably  what 
Money  the  excise  could  raise  in  the  Term  he  proposed,  the  French 
might  have  been  prevented  from  strengthening  themselves  in  their 
present  unwarrantable  Encroachments. 

u  On  my  accession  to  the  Government  you  began  upon  the  same 
Dispute  and  delay  •  but  as  I  am  informed  that  there  was  a  i  all  and 
strong  Representation,  both  of  your  Conduct  &  mine  so  far  as  re- 
lated to  the  Disputes  in  the  beginning  of  my  Administration,  laid 
before  his  Majesty  in  a  Report  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
Trade,  upon  your  Address  concerning  Instructions;  I  shall  go  no 
farther  back  than  December  last. 
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"  On  the  19th  of  that  Month  I  communicated  to  you  a  letter 
from  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  notifying  his  Majesty's  intentions  of 
employing  four  Regiments  for  the  defence  &  Security  of -these  Col- 
onies to  be  raised  and  augmented  in  America,  &  requiring  a  sum  of 
Money  towards  a  general  Fund,  and  to  have  Three  thousand  men  in 
readiness  with  a  proper  quantity  of  Provisions  &CI"  the  whole  to  be 
under  the  direction  of  a  General  Officer  of  Character,  who  was  to 
be  sent  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  all  his  Majesty's  Forces  in  these 
parts,  but  you  did  not  think  fit  to  raise  a  single  man,  or  give  one 
farthing  of  Money  in  Compliance  with  this  request ;  I  did  also  at 
the  same  time  recommend  it  to  you,  to  prepare  a  Law  for  regulat- 
ing the  Wages  to  be  paid  by  such  Tradesmen,  Horses  &  Carriages, 
as  it  might  be  necessary  to  impress  into  his  Majesty's  Service;  To 
this  you  replied  '  That  you  could  not  presume  the  Military  Officers 
would,  or  ought  to  have  any  Power  of  impressing  Tradesmen  within 
this  Province,  &  that  the  other  parts  of  my  Message  might -re- 
main under  Consideration  without  any  considerable  Inconvenience/ 

u  As  soon  as  the  General  arrived  I  again  recommended  it  to  you 
to  make  an  immediate  Provision  for  raising  the  men  &  supplying 
the  Money  and  other  necessaries  expected  from  this  Province,  and 
did  throughout  the  whole  Summer  from  time  to  time  press  you  to 
grant  your  aid  &  assistance  to  the  Expedition  then  on  Foot,  but 
you  had  one  general  answer  for  all,  namely,  That  if  some  Bill 
which  you  had  always  ready  to  offer  for  striking  a  sum  of  money 
for  the  King's  Use  should  once  be  passed  it  would  answer  all  the 
purposes  required  of  you,  and  yet  every  one  of  those  Bills  were  all 
the  while  liable  to  one  &  the  same  objection,  on  the  footing  of  the 
Royal  Instructions.  And,  besides  this,  you  never  took  the  least 
notice  of  the  Demand  for  a  supply  of  men,  which  from  this  popu- 
lous Province  was  at  least  as  material  an  Article  as  Money. 

"  At  last,  upon  the  Defeat  of  his  Majesty's  Forces  for  want  of 
that  timely  support  &  assistance  which  it  was  in  the  Power  of  this 
Province  to  have  afforded,  I  laid  before  you  in  the  strongest  Terms 
the  Dangers  to  which  this  Country  stood  exposed,  and  called  upon 
you  to  put  it  into  a  posture  of  Defence  that  the  People  might  be 
secured  against  the  Invasions  naturally  to  be  expected  in  conse- 
quence of  that  defeat,  but  all  this  was  to  no  purpose.  However, 
having  been  informed  of  the  Report  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  against 
your  address,  and  that  your  conduct  was  generally  condemned  in 
England,  you  thought  fit  to  drop  the  old  dispute  concerning  In- 
structions and  to  start  a  new  one  about  taxing  the  Proprietary  Es- 
tate, which  you  very  well  knew  I  had  no  power  by  my  Commission 
to  do,  Besides,  as  the  Proprietaries  were  absent  and  this  your  ex- 
traordinary Claim  related  to  a  matter  of  Property,  and  was  con- 
trary to  a  Law  in  Force,  you  could  not  imagine  that  it  would  be 
easily  given  up  or  speedily  determined,  and,  therefore,  you  could 
propose  nothing  by  it,  but,  as  usual,  to  evade  the  point  of  raising 
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an  armed  Force  &  granting  the  necessary  supplies ;  And  now, 
when  in  Consideration  of  the  Distresses  of  this  unhappy  Country 
I  have  consented  even  to  exceed  the  powers  of  my  Commission  in 
order  to  lay  that  dispute  before  his  Majesty  by  a  separate  Bill  for 
that  particular  purpose,  you  start  a  new  Claim  unknown  to  former 
Assemblies  of  having  your  Bills,  giving  Money,  passed  without 
Amendments,  and  upon  no  better  Foundation  than  this  imagined 
privilege  you  refuse  the  necessary  Assistance  to  your  bleeding 
Country.  But,  Gentleman,  I  must  tell  you  that  I  cannot  consistent 
with  my  Duty  or  the  Trust  reposed  in  me,  recede  from  my  Amend- 
ments to  that  your  Bill  j  And  here  give  me  leave  to  express  my 
Satisfaction  at  your  intended  Complaint  against  me,  and  to  assure 
you  that  nothing  gives  me  greater  pleasure  than  the  hopes  of  hav- 
ing my  Conduct  and  yours  laid  before  the  Crown,  where  I  hope 
they  will  both  undergo  the  strictest  Examination,  and  as  I  expec- 
no  favour  from  you,  so  I  am  not  afraid  of  the  utmost  efforts  of 
your  malice,  being  conscious  to  myself  that  I  have  done  nothing  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  people  committed  to  my  Care,  or  neglected 
any  thing  in  my  power  that  could  tend  to  their  security  or  lasting 
happiness. 

"  Upon  the  whole  it  appears  clear  to  me  that  you  never  intended 
that  any  of  your  Bills  should  pass  for  raising  Money  to  defend  the 
Province,  and  this  seems  now  to  be  placed  beyond  all  dispute,  since 
those  People  under  whose  Influence  you  are  chiefly  known  to  be  are 
said  to  have  declared  publickly  to  you  that  they  would  sooner  suffer 
than  pay  towards  such  purposes. 

"  However,  I  shall  put  one  proof  more,  both  of  your  sincerity  & 
mine  in  our  professions  of  regard  for  the  publick,  by  offering  to 
agree  to  any  Bill  in  the  present  Exigency  which  it  is  consistent 
with  my  Duty  to  pass,  lest,  before  our  present  Disputes  can  be 
brought  to  an  issue,  we  should  neither  have  a  privilege  to  dispute 
about  nor  a  Country  to  dispute  in. 

"ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 

*  Philadelphia,  Nov"  22nd,  1755." 


Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  Council  commencing  from  the  Pro- 
prietary William  Penn,  JEsqr.,  his  leaving  the  Province  in  1701. 

"  On  the  old  Proprietary's  Departure  from  the  Province  in  1701 
Andrew  Hamilton,  Esqr.,  was  appointed  Lieutenant  Governor,*  but 
by  reason  of  the  unsettled  state  of  the  Province,  and  the  Assemblies 
differing  with  him  chiefly  on  account  of  his  pressing  them  to  make 
a  Militia  Law,  &  to  provide  for  the  Defence  of  the  Province,  no 
Laws  passed  in  his  time,  and  he  dying  in  March,  1703,  the  Council 

*  Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  Council,  1701.  '*llj 
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acted  till  Governor  Evans'  Appointment  to  the  Goverment  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1703-4. 


In  Governor  Evans'  Time. 

1705,  Deceinbr-  27th.  A  Bill  for  granting  a  Supply  for  Support 
of  Government  read  in  Council  and  agreed  to  with  some  Amend- 
ment. 

January  12th.  An  Amendment  insisted  on  by  the  Governor  to 
the  Bill  entituled  "  An  Act  for  a  raising  a  Supply  of  Two-pence  half- 
penny Per  Pound,  and  ten  Shillings  Per  Head,  viz*':  That  the  Assem- 
bly should  not  have  power  to  dispose  of  any  part  of  the  Money  to 
be  raised  by  that  Act,  without  the  Governor's  Concurrence,"  and  it 
was  agreed  by  the  House  [all  then  present  with  their  Speaker 
David  Lloyd]  "that  the  Assembly  should  have  no  power  to  dispose 
of  any  of  the  said  Money  but  for  discharging  of  Debts  then  incum- 
bent on  the  Province,  and  for  the  necessary  Charges  of  their  own 
House,  and  that  in  all  other  Cases  the  Governor's  Concurrence  with 
the  Assembly  should  be  required,"  and  the  said  Supply  Bill  was 
accordingly  passed  with  the  said  Amendment. 

Note. — Governor  Evans,  soon  after  passing  this  Law,  likewise  dif- 
fering with  his  Assemblies  on  the  disagreeable  subjects  of  Defence, 
few  or  no  Laws  were  passed  in  the  remainder  of  his  Time;  and  he 
growing  extremely  obnoxious  to  the  Assembly  they  got  him  supcr- 
eded,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Colonel  Gookin. 


In  Governor  Goolcitfs  Time. 

1709,  July  29th.  In  a  message  from  the  Assembly  to  the  Gov- 
ernor pressing  him*  to  pass  twelve  Bills  which  had  been  sent  up  to 
lim  for  his  Concurrence  by  that  &  former  Assemblies,  amongst 
vhich  were  some  Bills  for  raising  Monies  by  County  Levies,  Dutys, 
V*-'  are  these  words,  vizf- :  "  Whereunto  we  earnestly  desire  thy  Con- 
urrence  with  what  other  reasonable  Bills  may  be  prepared  by  this 
Assembly,  or  otherwise  be  pleased  to  let  us  know  thy  objections  to 
hose  Bills,  and  we  shall  readily  agree  to  any  reasonable  Proposals 
f  Amendments  to  them." 

August  16th.  In  a  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  House, 
n  his  sending  back  the  said  Bills,  to  be  new  drawn  by  them,  with 
ome  Amendments,  is  this  Clause : 

"  The  Governor  is  very  desirous  that  a  Bill  of  Fees,  distinct  from 

at  of  Courts  may  be  immediately  proceeded  upon  by  a  Committee 

he  before  proposed,  for  he  is  of  opinion  with  the  Council,  that  it 

ill  be  the  safest  method  to  bring  each  distinct  matter  into  a  sepa- 

Vol.  vi. — 46. 
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rate  Act,  that  in  case  one  be  rejected  at  home,  the  rest  may  not 
fall  with  it." 

And  accordingly  a  distinct  Bill  of  Fees  was  prepared  and  Passed. 

1710-11,  Febry.  3d.  Amendments  proposed  by  the  Goyernor 
in  Council  to  the  Bill  for  raising  Monies  by  licensing  Taverns  allow- 
ed by  the  Assembly. 

16-17  &  18.  Amendments  proposed  by  the  Governor  and 
Council  to  the  following  Bills,  viz1-:  "  An  Act  for  raising  a  supply 
of  two  pence  per  Pound  and  eight  Shillings  Per  Head;"  "  An  Act 
for  licensing  Taverns;"  "  An  Act  for  laying  a  Duty  on  Negroes, 
Wine,  Bum,  &ca-'"  called  the  Impost  Act,  and  "  an  Act  for  compel- 
ling the  paying  of  all  former  Taxes  allowed  by  the  House  &  passed 
therewith." 

1711,  July  20th.  Amendments  proposed  by  the  Governor  and 
Council  to  the  Bill  entituled  "  An  Act  for  raising  of  Two  thousand 
Pounds  to  the  Queen's  use  [for  the  Canada  Expedition]  by  a  Tax 
of  5 Js.  ^p  pound  and  twenty  Shillings  Per  head;"  one  of  which 
Amendment  was,  that  the  Monies  should  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer 
as  the  Governor  should  direct  and  appoint. 

And  the  said  Act  was  passed  with  the  Governor's  Amendments. 

1712,  May  27th.  Amendments  proposed  by  the  Governor  & 
Council  to  the  Bill  intituled  "  An  Act  for  raising  Money  on  the  In- 
habitants of  the  City  of  Philadelphia  for  the  Publick  use  and  benefit 
thereof;"  Which  passed  the  seventh  of  June  after,  with  several 
other  amended  Bills  for  raising  Monies  by  Duties,  &ca- 

1714-15,  Mar.  23.     Impost  Bill  amended  by  the  Governor. 

1715  May  26th.  A  Bill  for  laying  a  Duty  on  Wine,  Rum,  &"• 
A  Bill  for  raising  a  Supply  of  one  Penny  Per  Pound,  and  one 
Shilling  Per  head,  &  a  Bill  for  laying  a  Duty  on  Negroes  imported; 
all  amended  by  the  Governor,  allowed  by  the  House  and  passed. 


In  Governor  Keith'' s  Time. 

1717,  February  21st.  Amendments  proposed  by  the  Governor 
and  Council  to  several  Bills,  viz'-:  "  An  Act  for  laying  a  Duty  on 
sundry  Liquors  retailed ;"  "  An  Act  for  laying  a  Duty  on  Wine, 
Bum,  &ca-'  and  Hops  and  Flax  imported;"  "  An  Act  for  continuing 
a  Duty  on  Negroes,"  and  "  An  Act  for  raising  a  Duty  on  Tonage 
of  Ships." 

N.  B.  In  a  message  from  the  Assembly  to  the  Governor  relating 
to  the  Bills  before  they  passed,  is  this  expression,  "  That  they  ex- 
pected the  Governor  to  send  for  them,  in  order  to  pass  such  Bills 
as  had  already  been  subjected  to  the  Governor's  Amendments  and 
were  finished  by  the  House." 
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1721,  January  19th.  Amendments  by  Governor  and  Council 
to  two  Bills,  viz'-:  "  An  Act  for  laying  a  Duty  on  Wine,  Rum,  &"•'" 
and  "  An  Act  for  laying  a  Duty  on  Negroes,  &ca-'"  &  both  passed  so 
amended. 

1722,  May  3d.  Amendments  proposed  by  the  Governor  and 
Council  to-"  An  Act  for  imposing  a  Duty  on  Convicts,  &a*" 

May  9th.  And  to  the  Supplementary  Act  for  raising  County 
Levies. 


In  Governor  Gordon's  Time. 

1729,  May  10th.  "An  Act  laying  a  Duty  on  Foreigners  &  Irish 
Servants ;"  Also  "  An  Act  for  emitting  Thirty  thousand  Pounds," 
both  passed  with  the  Governor's  Amendments. 

1730-31,  February  4th.  The  Assembly  agrees  to  the  Governor's 
Amendments  to  the  Re-Emitting  Bill  and  for  striking  Forty  thou- 
sand Pounds.  * 

1731,  January  20th.  Clause  in  a  Speech,  or  Answer  of  the 
Governor's  to  a  Message  from  the  Assembly  on  a  proposed  Amend- 
ment of  the  Governor's  to  a  Bill  for  payment  of  Assemblymen's 
Wages,  and  providing  a  Fund  for  it. 

The  Governor  answered  "  that  as  he  conceived  he  had  an  un- 
doubted right  to  offer  Amendments  &  make  Propositions  on  any 
Bill  that  should  come  before  him,  he  had  done  so  in  the  present 
Case." 

1733,  January  19th.  Excise  Bill  passed  with  the  Governor's 
Amendments.  One  of  which  was  an  alteration  from  Six-pence  per 
Gallon  to  four  pence ;  and  another  was  to  reduce  the  Time  of  the 
Continuance  of  the  Act  from  Five  to  three  Years. 


In  Governor  Thomas'  Time. 

1739,  May  18th.  A  Money  Bill,  vizt. :  "  An  Act  for  re-printing 
&  re-emitting  the  Bills  of  Credit,  &  for  striking  Eleven  thousand 
Pounds,"  passed  with  several  amendments  of  the  Governor's. 

1740,  May.  In  a  dispute  between  the  Governor  &  Assembly 
(Mr.  Kinscy  then  Speaker)  on  the  Bill  for  raising  Money  on  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  City,  are  these  Expressions  of  the  Assembly : 
"If  the  Bill  abridges  the  Corporation  in  their  Privileges  or  be  de- 
ficient in  the  Powers  of  the  Commissioners  and  Assessors,  it  may  be 
[amended  by  the  Governor,  &  to  which  they  would  chearfully 
I  agree."  And  further,  And  the  Governor's  power  of  insisting  on 
any  Amendment  "  proposed  by  himself  where  he  shall  think  it  just 
is  what  we  never  contended  against." 

1744,  May  26th.  Governor's  Amendment  of  Excise  Bill,  agreed 
Ito  by  the  House  &  passed  so  Amended. 
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1745,  May  3d.  Money  Bill,  viz'-:  "  An  Act  for  re-emitting  & 
continuing  the  Loan  of  the  Bills  of  Credit/'  &ca"  Passed  with  Gov- 
ernor's Amendments. 

1746,  June  24th.  Act  for  raising  Five  Thousand  Pounds  for 
his  Majesty's  use,  Passed  with  the  Governor's  Amendments. 

A  Bill  entituled  u  An  Act  for  the  better  ordering  and  regulating 
such  as  are  willing  and  desirous  to  be  united  for  Military  purposes 
within  this  Province  "  having  been  presented  to  the  Governor  on 
the  twentieth  instant,  was  read,  and  tho'  it  was  manifestly  incon- 
sistent with  an  English  Constitution  and  a  direct  violation  of  the 
rights  of  his  Majesty,  &  only  calculated  to  raise  and  foment  differ- 
ences, yet  it  was  judged  better  to  pass  than  reject  it,  as  it  might  do 
some  good  for  the  present,  &  would  let  the  Ministers  at  home  see 
what  sort  of  sentiments  were  adopted  by  the  persons  who  had  the 
lead  of  the  people,  And,  therefore,  the  Bill  was  returned  with  a  Mess- 
age that  the  Governors  would  pass  it,  which  is  as  follows  : 

A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
"  Gentlemen : 

"  I  have  considered  your  Bill  for  the  better  ordering  and  regu- 
lating such  as  are  willing  and  desirous  to  be  united  for  Military 
Purposes  within  this  Province,  and  tho'  there  are  many  things  in  it 
of  a  very  extraordinary  nature,  and  I  am  convinced  that  it  will 
never  answer  the  purpose  of  defending  this  Province,  even  if  it 
could  be  carried  into  Execution  in  any  reasonable  Time,  which  I 
am  afraid  it  cannot,  Yet  to  shew  you  that  I  am  desirous  of  doing 
any  thing  that  has  even  a  Chance  of  contributing  to  the  safety  of 
the  people  and  Province,  I  shall  consent  to  your  Bill  in  the  shape 
you  have  sent  it,  as  it  would  be  entring  into  new  Disputes  should  I 
amend  it  properly. 

"ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 

"  Philad1-,  22d  Nov",  1755." 

Several  Townships  having  formed  themselves  into  Military  Com- 
panies and  chosen  their  Officers,  Commissions  issued  according  to 
their  respective  Petitions. 

The  Gentlemen  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  Transactions  be- 
tween the  Proprietaries  &  the  Delawares  &  Shawonese  Indians,  in 
order  to  see  if  any  just  cause  of  Disgust  had  at  any  time  been  given 
them,  made  their  Report,  which  was  read,  approved,  and  sent  to  the 
House  with  the  following  Message  : 


'6 


To  the  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire, 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander-in-  Chief  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania,  &  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  &  Sussex,  upon 
Delaware : 

■"May  it  please  the  Governor: 

"  Your  Honour  and  the  Council  having  taken  into  Consideration 
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the  Message  from  the  Assembly  of  the  fifth  Instant,  wherein  they 
'  request  you  would  be  pleased  to  inform  them  whether  you  know  of 
any  Disgust  or  Injury  the  Delawares  or  Shawonese  have  ever  received 
from  this  Province,  and  by  what  means  their  aifections  can  be  so 
alienated  as  to -take  up  the  Hatchet  against  us/  and  also  their  other 
Message  of  the  Eighteenth  instant  on  the  same  subject,  wherein 
they  '  enquire  particularly  whether  the  Chiefs  of  the  Shawonese  did 
not  in  1753  complain  to  this  G-overnment  that  satisfaction  had  not 
been  made  to  them  by  the  Proprietaries  for  a  large  Tract  of  Land, 
Part  of  which  was  surveyed  into  the  Proprietary  Manor  on  Cone- 
dogwainet,  and  whether  they  were  not  then  promised  that  applica- 
tion should  bo  immediately  made  to  the  Proprietaries  in  their  be- 
half to  obtain  the  Satisfaction  they  desired,  and  whether  such 
application  has  been  made  &  the  satisfaction  obtained  and  given.' 
And  it  being  by  order  of  Council  of  the  19th  day  of  November 
instant  referred  to  us  as  a  Committee  of  the  said  Council  to  examine 
all  proper  persons,  and  to  inspect  the  Council  Books,  Indian  Treaties, 
&  other  Books  and  Papers  that  could  furnish  us  with  any  Lights 
into  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  Messages,  and  to  make  our  Re- 
port thereon :  We  now  Report  that  we  have  perused  the  printed 
Indian  Treaty  held  by  Richard  Peters,  Isaac  Norris,  &  Benjamin 
Franklin,  Esquires,  by  special  Commission  from  this  Government, 
with  the  said  Delaware  and  Shawonese  Indians,  &/*•'  at  Carlisle,  in 
October,  1753,  which  we  suppose  was  the  Time  and  place  alluded 
to  by  the  Assembly  in  their  said  Second  Message  of  the  said  In- 
dians, making  suclr  Complaint  of  their  not  having  received  satis- 
faction for  their  said  large  Tract  of  Land  expecting  to  see  some 
notice  taken  therein  of  such  Complaint ;  but  not  finding  in  it  any 
mention  made  thereof,  we  applied  to  the  said  Mr.  Peters  to  know 
whether  he  remembered  any  such  Complaint  to  have  been  made  by 
the  said  Indians  at  Carlisle  or  elsewhere,  or  of  any  promise  to  make 
an  Application  for  them  to  the  Proprietaries  for  such  satisfaction. 
To  which  he  answered,  That  he  did  not  remember  ever  to  have  heard 
at  Carlisle  or  elsewhere  of  any  such  Complaint  being  made  by  the 
said  Indians  or  any  of  them,  or  that  any  promise  was  ever  given  of 
making  Application  on  their  behalf  to  the  Proprietaries  for  such 
satisfaction,  and  that  he  never  understood  that  the  Shawonese  had 
er  could  have  any  right  to  the  said  Land  or  any  Land  in  this  Pro- 
vince. 

"  That  in  order  to  find  what  Right  the  said  Indians  had  or  claimed 
to  the  said  large  tract  of  Land,  and  whether  there  was  any  just 
Foundation  for  such  a  Complaint.  We  have  inspected  all  the 
Minutes  of  Council,  &  other  Books  and  Papers  that  \ve  conceived 
could  assist  us  in  the  said  Enquiry,  and  find  that  the  Nation  of  In- 
dians called  the  Shawonese  are  Southern  Indians,  who  being  rendered 
uneasy  by  their  Neighbours  came  up  to  Conestogo  about  the  Year 
1698,  making  about  GO  Families,  and  desired  leave  of  the  Sasquehanna 
Indians,  who  then  lived  there  to  settle  on  that  River.     That  these 
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Sasquehannah  Indians  applied  to  this  Government  that  the  Shawonese 
might  be  admitted  to  settle,  and  said  that  they  would  become  an- 
swerable for  their  good  behaviour.  That  the  first  Proprietary, 
William  Penn,  Esq.,  arriving  soon  after  this  Transaction,  the  Chiefs 
of  the  Shawonese  and  Sasquehanna  Indians  came  to  this  City  and 
renewing  their  said  Application,  the  Proprietary  agreed  to  their 
Settlement  there ;  whereupon  the  Shawonese  came  under  the  Pro- 
tection of  this  Government.  From  that  time  great  numbers  of 
those  Indians  followed  them  and  Settled  on  Sasquehannah  and  the 
"Upper  parts  of  Delaware.  That  as  they  had  joined  themselves  to 
the  Sasquehannah  Indians  who  were  dependent  on  the  Five  Nations, 
they  thereby  fell  also  under  their  Protection.  That  several  Treaties 
were  held  with  those  amongst  the  other  Indians  at  different  times 
by  this  Government,  and  from  their  first  coming  they  were  ac- 
counted and  treated  as  our  Indians.  That  some  of  their  Young 
men  about  the  Year  1727  committed  some  disorders  in  this  Pro- 
vince, &  tho'  the  Government  had  fully  forgiven  them  for  these 
Outrages,  yet  being  on  that  account  threatened  by,  and  therefore 
afraid  of  the  Six  Nations,  they  removed  to  the  River  Ohio  in  the 
year  1728  or  1729,  and  there  soon  after  put  themselves  under  the 
protection  of  the  French,  who  received  them  as  their  Children. 
That  Messages  were  sent  to  this  Government  from  them  to 
return  to  us,  &  applications  were  made  to  the  Six  Nations  to 
interpose  and  prevail  on  them  so  to  do.  And  the  better  to  in- 
duce and  encourage  them  to  leave  the  French,  a  large  Tract  of 
Land  was  offered  them  on  the  west  side  of  Sasquehannah,  where 
they  had  been  settled  before,  and  they  were  desired  by  all  means 
to  return  thither.  That  the  Proprietary,  Thomas  Penn,  upon 
his  arrival  in  the  Year  1732,  again  pressed  them  to  return  and 
live  upon  this  Land,  which  he  promised  them  should  be  always 
kept  for  them  and  their  Children  if  they  would  come  and  live  upon 
it,  but  they  declined  it,  saying,  they  were  afraid  of  their  Enemies^ 
the  Tuteloes,  and  that  it  was  not  convenient  for  their  Hunting,  but 
desired  that  the  Land  might  be  kept  for  them,  which  it  has  ever 
since  been.  But  we  find  the  Assembly  are  mistaken  in  their  second 
Message  in  saying,  that  part  of  the  said  large  Tract  was  surveyed 
into  the  Proprietary  Manor  on  Coneclogwainit,  for  the  Fact  was, 
that  in  order  the  more  effectually  to  keep  off  any  settlers  on  that 
large  Tract,  the  Proprietaries  caused  the  whole  of  it  to  be  surveyed 
as  a  Proprietary  Manor.  And  in  looking  into  many  of  the  Pro- 
prietary Indian  purchases,  we  find  that  this  Land  has  been  bought 
over  and  over  again  by  the  Proprietaries  as  well  of  the  Sasquehanna 
Indians  as  of  the  Six  Nations  to  whom  it  did  belong. 

u  We  thought  proper  to  report  these  matters  thus  particularly, 
that  it  might  appear  evident  that  the  Shawonese  did  not  originally 
belong  to  this  Province  &  never  had  any  right  to  any  Lands  in  it 
or  made  any  Pretensions  thereto;  but  the  Proprietaries  from  fa- 
vour, and  to  encourage  those  Indians  to  remove  from  the  neighbour- 


PROVINCIAL  COUNCIL.  727 

hood  of  the  French  and  live  amongst  us,  offered  them  the  said 
Large  Tract  of  Land  for  their  Habitation. 

"We  likewise  find  by  the  said  Treaty,  held  by  the  said  Commis- 
sioners at  Carlisle  in  1753,  that  the'  Chiefs  of  both  these  Nations 
of  Delawares  and  Shawonese,  did,  in  a  solemn  manner,  renew  the 
Treaties  of  Amity  &  Friendship  with  this  Province. 

"We  further  find,  that  in  the  Fall  of  the  Year  1754,  Mr.  Weiser 
was  deputed  by  this  Government  to  have  an  Interview  with  the 
several  Nations  of  Indians  at  Aughwick,  amongst  whom  were  some 
of  the  same  Chiefs  of  the  Delawares  &  Shawonese  as  were  at  Car- 
lisle the  year  before;  and  by  his  Journal  it  appears  that  these  very 
Chiefs  made  the  strongest  Professions  of  their  friendship  to  this 
G-overnment  &  of  the  greatful  sense  they  retained  of  the  constant 
good  usage  &  Favours  they  had  received  from  it,  and  in  particular 
of  our  procuring  the  discharge  of  some  of  the  Shawonese,  who  had 
been  made  Prisioners  at  Carolina,  and  our  kind  Treatment  of  them 
in  their  return  and  goodness  in  sending  them  back  to  their  Nation, 
and  of  their  own  accord  did  ratify,  confirm,  and  renew  their  Leage 
with  this  Government,  without  making  the  least  Complaint  against 
the  Proprietaries  or  this  Govcrnm4,  on  account  of  the  said  Tract  of 
Land,  or  on  any  other  account,  as  it  is  well  known  to  all  who  are 
acquainted  with  Indian  Affairs,  they  would  have  been  ready  enough 
to  do  if  they  had  imagined  they  had  any  just  Cause  for  it,  &  with- 
out making  any  Enquiry  whether  such  application  had  been  made 
to  the  Proprietaries  &  what  the  Success  thereof  had  been,  as  it  was 
natural  to  expect  they  would,  if  any  such  promise  had  been  made 
them  to  do  it;  and,  therefore,  we  conclude  that  they  could  then 
have  no  Displeasure  at  any  thing  done  to  them  either  by  the  Pro- 
prietaries or  Government  before  that  time. 

"  And  we  further  beg  leave  to  remind  your  Honour  that  at  one  of 
the  Conferences  lately  held  with  Scarroyody,  one  of  the  Six  Nation 
Chiefs  and  Andrew  Montour,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  they  being 
particularly  asked,  if  the  Delawares  or  Shawonese  had  any  Cause  of 
Complaint  given  them  by  this  Government ;  they  declared  that 
those  Indians  had  never  mentioned  any  to  them,  and  that  they  never 
heard  or  did  believe  they  had  any;  but  that  they  attributed  their 
Defection  wholly  to  the  Defeat  of  General  Braddock,  and  the  en- 
crease  of  Strength  and  reputation  gained  on  that  Victory  by  the 
French,  &  their  intimidating  those  Indians  and  using  all  means  by 
promises  &  Threats,  to  seduce  and  fix  them  in  their  Interest ;  and 
to  the  seeming  weakness  &  want  of  Union  in  the  English,  and  their 
appearing  unable  or  unwilling  to  protect  them,  &  particularly  this 
Government,  who  had  constantly  refused  to  put  the  Hatchet  into 
their  Hands  ;  And  we  beg  leave  to  say,  we  are  entirely  of  opinion 
that  this  is  the  true  and  sole  Cause  of  their  Defection. 

"  Upon  the  whole  we  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Honour,  that  from 
a  careful  Inspection  &  Examination  of  all  the  Transactions  between 
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this  Government  and  the  said  Delaware  &  Shawonese  Indians,  we 
find  the  Conduct  of  the  Proprietaries  and  this  Governmant  has 
been  always  uniformly  just,  fair,  and  generous  towards  those  In- 
dians, &  that  it  does  not  appear  to  us,  that  they  could  have  any  pre- 
tence of  right  to  the  said  Land,  or  any  part  of  it,  or  any  just 
Foundation  for  any  claim  thereof,  unless  from  the  said  Voluntary 
offer,  so  made  them  by  the  Proprietaries,  to  come  and  live  on  the 
said  Land,  which  they  declined  and  refused  to  accept  of;  nor  that 
they  had  any  just  cause  of  Complaint  against  the  Proprietaries  or 
this  Government,  on  that  or  any  other  account ;  and  that  if  they 
had  made  any  such  Complaint  at  the  said  Treaty  at  Carlisle,  in 
1753,  the  said  three  Commissioners  who  knew  so  well  what  was 
proper,  and  have  so  minutely  set  forth  the  Transactions  of  that 
Treaty  in  their  said  Printed  Report  thereof,  which  they  therein 
call  a  full  and  just  account  of  all  their  proceedings,  could  not  pos- 
sibly have  omitted  so  material  an  one ;  but  if  any  such  thing  was 
there  really  spoken  of  by  those  Indians,  they  must,  as  we  do,  look 
upon  it  as  a  Groundless,  insignificant  Claim,  and  not  worthy  of  be- 
ing inserted  in  their  said  Eeport. 

"ROBERT  STRETTELL, 
"  JOSEPH  TURNER, 
"THOMAS  CADWALADER. 

"Philadelphia,  Novr.  22nd,  1755." 


A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly* 

"  Gentlemen : 

"  Had  you  been  as  explicit  in  your  first  Message  as  you  was  m 
your  last  about  the  Shawanese  Indians,  I  should  have  been  sooner 
able  to  have  given  you  a  full  answer  as  to  your  Enquiries  upon  that 
Subject. 

"The  Government  of  this  Province  has  ever  been  remarkable 
for  its  just  and  favourable  Treatment  of  the  Indians )  and  so  far 
have  the  Proprietaries  been  from  depriving  them  of  their  Lands 
without  paying  for  them  that  they  have  purchased  the  most  of  them 
more  than  once ;  and  the  Indians  on  their  parts  have  upon  all  oc- 
casions acknowledged  this  Justice,  and  in  return  made  warm  pro- 
fessions of  their  Friendship  &  Affection  to  the  Proprietaries  & 
People  of  this  Province,  and  I  never  heard  either  of  the  particular 
Complaint  you  mention  in  your  Message  of  the  Eighth  Instant  or 
of  any  Complaint  of  the  kind.  However,  as  it  was  before  my  ad- 
ministration, I  referred  the  matter  to  the  Consideration  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Council,  who  have  carefully  examined  the  several 
Treaties  k  Transactions  of  those  Indians,  &  have  made  a  full  Re- 
port as  to  the  matters  you  enquire  about,  which  I  send  you  with 
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this,  and  from  which  it  seems  clear  to  me  that  no  such  Complaint 
or  promise  was  ever  made. 

*<  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 
"  Philadelphia,  22nd  November,  1755." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  the  24th  of  November,  1755. 
present : 
,    The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esqr>  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  &ca- 

Robert  Strettell,  John  Mifflin,  ^| 

Lynford  Lardner,  Benjamin  Chew,         I    EsQuires 

Richard  Peters,    .  Thomas  Cadwalader,  j        ^ 


Joseph  Turner, 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  William  Moore,  dated  Yesterday,  to  the 
Governor  advising  him  of  2,000  Inhabitants  preparing  to  come  to 
Philadelphia  from  Chester  County,  to  compel  the  Governor  and  As- 
sembly to  agree  to  pass  Laws  to  defend  the  Country  and  oppose  the 
Enemy,  was  read. 

Also  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Weiser  to  the  same  purpose  of  another 
considerable  number  from  Berks  County.  Whereupon  the  Gov- 
ernor sent  Letters  to  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  &  Alderman  of  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  &  to  the  Magistrates  in  and  near  the  said 
City,  and  also  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  and  City,  to  inform 
them  of  the  said  Commotion,  &  to  take  proper  measures  to  preserve 
the  peace. 

A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly  to  intimate  to 
him  that  he  thinks  it  necessary  to  Land  the  Neutrals  lately  arrived 
from  Nova  Scotia  at  the  Province  Island,  and  to  desire  the  Assem- 
bly to  provide  for  them  there,  was  read  and  approved. 

A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
il  Gentlemen : 

11  The  success  of  his  Majesty's  Arms  employed  in  driving  the 
French  from  their  Encroachments  in  Nova  Scotia,  put  it  into  the 
power  of  Governor  Lawrence  to  reduce  the  French  Inhabitants  of 
that  Colony,  commonly  called  French  Neutrals,  to  a  proper  obe- 
dience to  his  Majesty's  Government,  or  of  forcing  them  to  quit  the 
Country.  But  they  refusing  to  swear  allegiance  to  his  Majesty, 
it  was  thought  by  him  and  his  Majesty's  Council  there,  as  well  M 
by  the  Admirals  Boscawen  and  Moyston,  necessary  for  the  safety 
of  that  Province,  that  a  considerable  number  of  them  should  be  re- 
moved and  divided  among  the  other  Colonies,  and  a  part  of  those 
destined  for  this  province  are  already  arrived  J  but  as  I  did  not 
think  it  safe  in  our  present  Circumstances,  to  permit  them  to  Land, 
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I  have  ordered  the  Vessels  that  brought  them  to  lie  at  a  conve- 
nient Distance  below  the  Town,  &  have  put  guards  upon  them,  & 
ordered  them  Provisions. 

"  Imagining  G-eneral  Shirley  to  be  at  New  York,  I  have  acquainted 
him  of  their  arrival,  and  the  danger  that  might  accrue  to  us  from 
such  a  number  of  People  of  their  principles  coming  amongst  us  at 
this  time,  and  desired  his  particular  Instructions  in  what  manner 
I  might  best  dispose  of  them,  and  I  wait  his  answer.  But  as  I 
hear  he  is  still  at  Albany,  and  the  Doctors  have  reported  to 
me  that  it  is  dangerous  to  suffer  them  to  continue  longer  in  such  a 
crowded  state,  I  therefore  think  it  necessary  to  land  them  at  the 
Province  Island,  and  recommend  it  to  you  to  make  Provisions  for 
them,  and  to  enable  me  to  place  a  proper  Guard  over  them. 

"ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 

.     "Philadelphia,  November  24th,  1755." 

» 

A  Letter  from  the  Proprietaries  to  ye  Govr'  was  read  in  these 
words : 

"  Sir— 

"  On  Wednesday  last  I  received  Letters  from  Mr.  Peters  with 
Copys  of  Mr.  Dunbar's,  Orme's,  Swaine's,  and  Bird's  Letters  to  you, 
giving  an  account  of  the  Defeat  of  General  Braddock  and  dreadful 
carnage  of  his  men,  as  also  a  Copy  of  your  Message  to  the  Assem- 
bly, with  an  offer  of  Land,  and  next  day  I  came  into  Town  to  see 
the  Secretary  of  State  &  other  Ministers,  to  communicate  them  to 
them.  Yesterday  by  post  I  received  your  packet  with  your  Letters 
from  Shippensburg  and  your  other  of  the  30th  of  July,  containing 
Copys  of  examination  and  other  papers  which  has  made  it  necessary 
for  me  to  confer  again  with  some  Yesterday,  as  I  propose  to  do 
this  morning  with  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  &  Lord  Halifax,  &  as 
Captn>  Young  goes  in  the  afternoon,  I  shall  be  put  to  it  to  write  to 
you  and  Mr.  Peters. 

u  I  must  begin  with  desiring  you  will  accept  of  my  hearty  and 
sincere  thanks  for  the  great  Zeal  you  have  shewn  for  the  publick 
service  and  that  of  the  Province  in  your  late  Journey  to  Shippens- 
burg, as  well  as  for  the  care  of  our  Interests  in  the  Message  you 
have  sent  to  the  House  on  the  Land  Tax  Bill,  which  we  have  seen 
to  that  of  the  13th  August,  and  think  you  have  managed  the  Argu- 
ment in  a  very  masterly  h  unexceptional  manner  to  the  world  in 
general.  I  desire  you  will  be  assured  of  the  best  returns  in  my 
power  whenever  I  can  be  serviceable  to  you. 

"You  have  indeeddone  us  great  justice  where  you  tell  the  As- 
sembly that  we  do  not  shrink  from  the  payment  of  a  small  sum  of 
money;  very  far  from  that,  tho'  we  would  not  contribute  towards 
their  Indian  Expences  when  they  did  not  spend  half  their  income, 
yet  when  a  Tax  was  laid  in  any  time  of  difficulty  we  gave  them 
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reason  to  expect  we  would  readily  assist  the  publick,  and  we  are  as 
willing  to  give  at  such  a  time  as  this  is  as  we  were  unwilling  when 
the  House  so  wantonly  demanded  it  of  us.  I  wish  you  or  Mr. 
Peters  had  informed  me  whether  uncultivated  Land  is  charged, 
which  I  suppose  to  be  the  case,  and  from  ours  they  would  probably 
have  raised  half  the  Tax ;  had  they  conformed  to  the  Land  Tax  Acts 
here,  they  would  have  laid  it  on  Lands  occupied  only,  to  be  paid  by 
the  Tenant,  and  if  one  of  your  objections  is  of  this  kind  their  bill 
will  be  entirely  discountenanced  here,  for  when  I  mentioned  that 
part  to  a  great  man  he  at  once  said  no  such  Tax  could  be  laid  here 
or  in  any  other  place,  as  no  Land  which  is  not  let  or  occupied  pays 
to  any  Tax ;  this  part  of  their  Bill  would  have  been  ruinous  to  us, 
and  to  be  taxed  for  our  other  Estate  by  their  own  Assessors,  as  you 
will  observe  is  not  just.  It  is  most  certain  they  never  proposed  we 
should  appoint  Commissioners  of  Land  Tax  as  the  King  does  here, 
to  whom  an  appeal  lyes  from  the  County  Commissioners  appointed 
by  the  Act;  in  one  part  of  their  Message  they  object  to  our  having 
a  negative  in  the  Choice  of  Assessors,  because  we  may  not  pay  an 
hundredth  part  of  the  Tax.  If  this  was  the  proportion  we  might  be 
very  easy  with  it,  but  our  regard  for  our  Country  so  much  exposed 
.  to  a  powerful  enemy  will  not  allow  us  to  think  of  trifles,  but  in- 
clines us  to  act  such  a  part  as  will  shew  our  regard  to  the  publick 
safety,  and,  therefore,  as  the  Assembly  have  done,  reserving  to  our- 
selves our  just  rights  of  not  being  lyable  to  Taxation,  and  desirous 
to  put  a  stop  to  all  dispute  on  this  head  very  improper  at  this  Con- 
juncture, we  are  willing  to  contribute  to  the  utmost  extent  of  our 
ability  for  the  publick  Service,  and,  therefore,  enclose  an  order  on 
our  Receiver  for  Five  thousand  pounds,  to  be  paid  out  of  our  Arrears 
of  Quit-Rents,  to  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  be  agreed  upon 
between  yourself  and  the  Assembly.  This  I  desire  you  will  inform 
them  was  resolved  on  as  soon  as  your  Letter  came  to  my  hands,  and 
is  sent  as  a  free  gift  from  us  to  the  publick,  and  then  pass  such  act 
with  an  exception  as  to  us,  without  incerting  any  thing  of-  this  Gift 
as  our  proportion  of  such  a  Tax,  and  if  they  grant  the  rest  of  the 
£50,000  for  the  King's  use,  I  desire  you  will  not  insist  on  the 
appropriation  of  the  remainder,  for  the  times  are  critical,  and  every 
body's  Eyes  are  on  us.  I  have  visited  Sir  Thomas  Robinson  this 
morning,  who  says  he  has  heard  several  people  express  a  dislike  to 
your  refusal  on  our  part  to  assist  the  publick  at  such  a  time  as  this, 
and  approves  of  my  proposal  of  making  a  free  gift  j  told  me  he  was 
sorry  to  see  such  long  papers,  as  ho  always  docs,  and  I  believe  fears 
that  these  disputes  will  cause  an  enquiry  to  be  made  by  Parliaments, 
which  may  be  dangerous  at  this  Conjuncture,  when  all  persona 
ought  to  engage  against  the  common  Enemy,  but  I  desiie  you  will 
on  this  occasion  let  it  be  made  publick,  that  our  Tenants  must  bring 
in  their  Rents  to  enable  us  to  do  it,  as  Mr.  Peter  writes  me  they  now 
make  very  few  applications  to  the  Office,  so  that  tho'  I  know  well 
the  people  are  in  a  very  alarming  situation,  yet  as  money  is  reeeived 
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and  paid  by  them,  our  small  rents  in  the  settled  part  of  the  country 
must  be  paid  to  enable  us  to  assist  the  publick  as  well  as  for  our 
own  support. 

"  I  approve  of  your  proposal  for  the  granting  Land  to  such  as 
shall  assist  to  remove  the  French,  as  it  is  what  was  done  by  the 
King  in  Virginia,  and  is  a  proper  encouragement  for  the  Proprietors 
of  a  Country,  but  I  have  not  great  expectation  of  success  from  it, 
especially  as  the  Assembly  will  not  pass  any  Act  to  subject  the 
Men  to  Military  Discipline  when  they  are  settled,  to  make  it  penal 
for  them  to  desert,  or  to  provide  them  with  Arms  and  Ammunition. 
I  think  you  and  Mr.  Peters  did  not  judge  right  to  communicate  this 
proposal  to  Mr.  Franklin,  as  he  should  not  have  been  consulted 
without  you  could  have  followed  his  advice,  and  you  see  by  their 
Message  he  has  in  resentment  made  the  same  observation  that  he 
did  to  Mr.  Peters.  These  observations  are  not  quite  just  with 
regard  to  Virginia,  unless  there  was  a  proposal  made  by  Mr.  Din- 
widdie  after  the  proclamation  of  the  19th  of  February,  1754,  in  which 
two  hundred  thousand  Acres  are  offered,  but  no  allowance  to  any  sol- 
dier mentioned,  and  it  was  to  be  in  proportion  to  their  good  behaviour 
&  respective  Merit,  which  put  much  in  the  power  of  the  Grantor, 
&  it  was  not  to  be  granted  without  Fees,  as  I  see  you  have  made  the 
offer,  which  I  think  you  could  not  be  supposed  to  do,  as  patents  will 
not  be  issued  by  the  officers  without  some  Consideration  unless  one 
is  granted  for  the  whole,  &  they  subdivide  it.  I  suppose  it  should  be 
granted  in  one  Tract  if  it  succeeds,  that  they  may  be  near  together. 
The  Assembly  have  treated  the  offer  with  great  freedom ;  but  to 
make  it  more  favourable  still  to  the  people,  I  am  willing  to  agree 
that  for  a  second  fifteen  Years  the  Quit  Rent  that  shall  be  paid  shall 
be  laid  out  in  a  Fort,  Arms,  or  other  Military  or  publick  service  to 
the  Settlers  within  the  said  District,  and  no  part  of  it  applied  to  the 
use  of  my  Family.  Mr.  Franklin  says  it  is  as  if  four  or  five  miles 
to  the  Westward  had  been  granted  to  others  to  defend  the  rest  for 
us ;  if  he  "can  procure  an  Act  of  Assembly  or  by  any  other  means  to 
oblige  them  to  do  that  effectually  I  very  readily  consent  they  have 
a  grant  made  for  the  whole  for  one  Indian  Arrow,  or  any  small 
acknowledgment;  this  you  may  propose  to  Mr.  Franklin  or  to  the 
Assembly  if  you  think  proper;  these  People  should  then  have  a 
long  strip  of  Land,  I  suppose  to  guard  the  whole  Frontier,  and  to 
make  good  what  he  says  should  guard  the  Northern  Frontier  also. 
I  think  you  should  make  the  Estimate  for  a  certain  number  of  peo- 
ple for  a  certain  time,  with  other  regulations,  to  render  it  as  difficult 
as  possible  to  evade  the  Conditions,  under  penalties,  besides  forfeiture 
of  the  Lands,  and  as  to  the  shape  of  it,  we  leave  it  to  you  and  them 
to  settle;  the  people  must  settle  it  and  not  sell. 

"  I  am  very  well  pleased  to  hear  you  have  laid  out  the  Ground 
for  a  Wooden  Fort  at  Carlisle  and  ordered  one  at  Shippensburg,  and 
hope  the  Inhabitants  will  keep  watch  there,  as  you  have  formed 
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four  Companys  of  Militia,  if  Colonel  Dunbar  does  not  order  some 
Men  into  Quarters  in  those  places,  which  I  hope  he  will  do  by  Mr. 
Shirley's  orders,  if  he  does  not  before  resolve  upon  it.     • 

"  I  am  much  pleased  with  the  Diligence  and  Care  of  Mr.  Swaine 
k  Burd,  &  desire  you  will  thank  them  for  me  for  their  Services. 

"The  Governor  had  accounts  from  Yirginia  the  latter  end  of 
August  of  Braddock's  defeat,  and  the  same  Letter  from  Mr.  Orme 
as  you  sent  me,  with  the  list  of  Officers  killed  and  wounded.  Arms 
are  Shipping  and  Forty  Thousand  Pounds  more  order'd  for  America; 
a  Man  of  Warr  will  sail  soon  for  some  part  of  the  Continent  with 
Letters  for  the  Officers  and  accounts  of  What  assistance  will  be 
sent.  I  have  but  just  time  to  get  my  Letter  copied  over,  therefore 
1  must  put  an  end  to  it  by  assuring  you  that 

"  I  am  Your  very  affectionate  Friend, 

"THOs-  PENN. 

"  London,  October  4th,  1755. 

"  We  shall  send  powers  for  granting  this  Land  as  soon  as  they 
can  be  drawn  up  by  two  Conveyances. 

"Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire." 

Thereupon  the  following  Message  was  sent  to  the  House : 

A  Message  from  the  Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
"  Gentlemen : 

"  On  Saturday  last  I  received  Letters  from  the  Proprietaries  in 
ansr*  to  mine  giving  them  an  account  of  the  defeat  of  the  Forces 
under  General  Braddock,  wherein  they  express  great  concern  at 
that  unfortunate  event,  and  at  the  Danger  to  which  this  Province 
was  exposed  in  consequence  thereof.  Their  care  and  regard  for  the 
safety  of  the  people  was  such,  that  immediately  upon  receiving  that 
piece  of  Intelligence,  they  sent  me  an  order  upon  their  Receiver 
G-eneral  for  Five  thousand  pounds  as  a  free  Gift  to  the  publick,  to 
be  applied  to  such  uses  as  that  Event  might  make  necessary  for  the 
common  Security  of  the  Province. 

"  This  timely  and  generous  Instance  of  the  Proprietaries  care 
&,  anxiety  for  the  Inhabitants  cannot  fail  of  making  the  most 
lasting  impressions  upon  the  minds  of  every  well  wisher  to  this 
country. 

"I  have  directed  the  receiver  General  to  have  the  money  ready 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  it  will  be  paid  to  such  persons  as  shall  be 
appointed  by  Act  of  Assembly  for  the  disposition  of  any  sum  you 
may  think  necessary  to  raise  for  the  Defence  of  the  Province  in 
this  Time  of  Danger. 

"  Upon  this  occasion,  Gentlemen,  I  must  again  recommend  it  to 
you  to  lay  aside  all  Disputes,  and  to  grant  such  Supplies,  in  addi- 
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tion  to  what  the  Proprietaries  have  given,  as  his  Majesty's  Service 
&  the  present  exigencies  of  the  Province  require. 

"  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 
"Philada-Novenber  24th,  1755." 

The  Mayor  waited  on  the  Governor  and  acquainted  him  that 
the}^  had  delivered  a  Remonstrance  to  the  Assembly,  which  was 
ordered,  as  it  was  a  seasonable,  spirited,  and  well-considered  ad- 
dress, to  be  inserted  into  the  Council  Minutes. 

"  To  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Province  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  Assembly  met: 
u  A  Remonstrance  by  the  Mayor,  Alderman,  &  Common  Council  of 

the  City  of  Philadelphia,  in  Behalf  of  the  said  City. 
"  Gentlemen  : 

"  You  were  lately  called  together  upon  more  urgent  Business 
than  ever  came  before  an  Assembly  of  this  Province,  and  while 
you  have  been  sitting,  scarce  a  day  has  passed  wherein  you  have  not 
heard  of  the  inhuman  Slaughter  of  your  Fellow  Subjects,  &  been 
loudly  called  upon  for  that  protection,  which,  by  the  most  sacred 
Ties  you  owe  to  the  People.  On  such  an  Emergency  we  imagined 
you  had  an  easy  and  expeditious  mode  of  procedure  before  you, 
namely,  to  postpone  all  Disputes  to  a  more  seasonable  time,  to  grant 
the  necessary  Supplies  on  such  Terms  as  those  on  which  the  rest 
of  his  Majesty's  Colonies  have  granted  large  sums  for  the  like  pur- 
poses ;  and  lastly,  to  pass  a  reasonable  Law  in  order  to  collect  and 
regulate  the  Force  of  the  Province  for  repelling  the  present  cruel 
Invasion.  Nevertheless,  while  you  have  been  deliberating,  much 
innocent  Blood  has  been  spilt,  a  great  extent  of  our  Country  laid 
waste,  &  the  miserable  Inhabitants  scatter' d  abroad  before  the 
Savage  Spoiler. 

"  We,  therefore,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  before  God  and  in 
the  name  of  all  our  Fellow-Citizens,  call  upon  you,  adjure  you,  nay 
we  supplicate  you,  as  you  regard  the  Lives  of  the  people  whom  you 
represent,  to  give  that  legal  protection  to  your  Bleeding  Country 
which  ought  to  be  the  Chief  object  of  all  Government  at  such  a 
perilous  Juncture  as  this,  and  let  it  be  no  longer  said  that  while  we 
are  daily  hearing  so  much  concerning  priviledge  and  right  we  are 
in  the  mean  time  deprived  of  that  most  essential  Right  and  great 
first  privilege  (which  God  and  nature  gave  us)  of  defending  our 
Lives  and  protecting  our  Families. 

"  We  profess  the  same  reasons  for  this  Application  which  deter- 
mined many  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  City  to  make  a  like  applica- 
tion on  the  twelfth  Instant,  and  as  those  reasons  now  lie  before  you, 
we  need  not  repeat  them  further  than  by  observing  that  a  well-regu- 
lated Militia  has  always  been  found  both  the  surest  &  least  expensive 
Method  of  defence;  and  that  upon  any  other  Plan  great  gums  of 
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Money  must  be  thrown  away  to  little  purpose,  &  the  People  thereby 
burthen'd  with  grevious  Taxes. 

"  Another  reason  for  thus  applying  to  you  is  the  great  Distress 
which  this  City,  committed  to  our  care,  is  like  to  labour  under  by 
the  vast  increase  of  the  poor  from  all  parts  of  the  Country  and  the 
Melancholy  prospect  of  having  far  greater  numbers  of  the  unhappy 
back  settlers  driven  in  upon  us  from  their  Habitations,  and  continu- 
ally flying  to  the  Shelter  and  Charity  of  the  City  as  the  place  of 
the  greatest  safety.  This  must  necessarily  be  prejudicial  to  the 
general  course  of  Business  &  enhance  the  value  of  all  necessaries 
by  encrcasing  the  number  of  mouths,  &  at  the  same  time  diminish 
the  number  of  hands  that  should  supply  our  Market,  all  which  will 
prove  a  Burthen  upon  us  too  heavy  to  bear. 

"  Seeing,  therefore,  our  affairs  are  brought  to  such  a  Crisis,  &  as 
this  our  reasonable  Demand  cannot  require  much  time  for  your  Con- 
sideration, having  already  been  so  often  made  to  you  by  petitions 
from  all  parts  of  the  Province,  we  do  earnestly  recommend  Dispatch 
to  you,  for  as  the  people  seem  already  in  a  deplorable  and  desperate 
Condition  we  fear  it  will  not  be  possible  to  preserve  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  this  City  nor  of  the  Province  itself  much  longer  if  some 
effectual  Methods  are  not  speedily  taken  for  their  general  Defence 
and  Security. 

"  By  order  of  the  Board. 

"WILLIAM  PLUMSTED,  Mayor. 
"November  24th,  1755." 


November  25th,  1755.  . 
The  G-overnor  having  been  informed  by  the  House  that  the 
Bills  entituled  "  An  Act  for  the  better  ordering  and  regulating 
such  as  are  Willing  &  desirous  to  be  united  for  Military  purposes 
within  this  Province"  was  engrossed,  acquainted  the  House  that  he 
was  ready  to  receive  the  Speaker  and  the  House  in  the  Council 
Chamber  in  order  to  enact  it  into  a  Law,  and  the  Speaker  and  the 
House  attending,  it  was  accordingly  enacted  into  a  Law  and  the 
Great  Seal  affixed  to  it  &  lodged  in  the  lloll's  Office. 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philada'  the  26th  November,  1755,  A.  M. 

PRESENT  : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  &ca- 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  Joseph  Turner,        ~\ 

John  Mifflin,  Lyndford  Lardner,  v  Esqrs. 

Richard  Peters,  Robert  Strettell,      ) 

A  Bill  entituled  "An  Act  for  granting  £60,000  to  the  King's 
use  and  for  striking  Fifty-five  thousand  pounds  thereof  in  Bills  of 
Credit  and  to  provide  a  fund  for  sinking  the  same"  (wherein  the 
Proprietary  Estate  is  exempted  from  Taxation  towards  raising  the 
same  sum  in  consideration  of  their  granting  Five  thousand  pounds 
in  lieu  thereof)  was  presented  to  the  Governor  and  read,  but  it 
growing  late  the  Council  adjourned  till  the  afternoon. 

The  two  following  Letters  with  several  others  of  the  same  Import 
were  laid  before  the  House : 

A  Letter  from   Timothy  Horsefield,  Esquire,  to   William  Parsons, 

Esquire. 
"Sir: 

"I  have  now  to  inform  you  that  David  Zeisberger  is  this  minute 
returned  from  Gnadenhutten,  who  was  sent  Yesterday  with  the 
Letter  informing  we  would  convoy  the  Indians  that  wanted  to  go  to 
the  Governor.  He  came  to  Gnadenhutten  about  5  or  6  o' Clock 
last  night;  when  he  came  within  sight  of  the  Town  he  heard  the 
firing  of  Guns,  which  he  thought  to  be  at  ye  Mahoney,  the  place  where 
our  Brethren's  Farm  is,  and  when  he  came  to  the  first  House  he  heard 
more  firing,  where  somebody  hallowed  to  be  fetched  over  the  Wa- 
ter, whome  they  fetched  over;  it  was  one  of  our  Brethren  that 
escaped  from  the  Mahoney,  who  told  David  that  the  Enemy  was  at 
the  Mahoney  and  had  killed  the  most  part  of  our  poor  White 
Brethren ;  he  knew  of  only  two  that  escaped ;  upon  hearing  this 
David  came  immediately  away  to  inform  the  people  in  Arms,  whom 
he  found  encamped  about  6  Miles  this  side  Gnadenhutten;  The 
first  Company,  being  some  of  the  Irish  Settlement  people  and  some 
Dutch,  when  they  heard  of  the  Mischief,  directly  got  to  arms  and 
march'd  in  good  spirits ;  2  miles  further  this  way,  he  came  to  Col- 
onel Anderson's  Company  who  encamped  at  the  Gap  without  any 
Fire ;  So  soon  as  he  heard  of  it,  immediately  called  his  Men  to 
Arras,  and  sent  one  Man  with  David  to  the  Settlement  with  orders 
for  the  Men  then  in  the  Settlement,  &  some  of  Bucks  County 
Men  who  loged  there  last  night,  to  march  directly  to  their  assis- 
tance. 

"  When  David  was  got  a  few  miles  from  Gnadenhutten,  he  saw 
a  very  great  Fire,  he  supposed  it  to  be  the  buildings  at  the  Maho- 
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ay  in  Flames.  The  Brethren  in  Bethlehem  intend,  as  soon  as 
possible,  to  send  a  Waggon  load  Mead  and  such  other  Provisions 
they  can  get  ready,   to  Gnadenhutten  or  &ca"  for  the  use  of  the 

II  Troops,  and  I  suppose  to  get  some  of  the  Saucon  people  to  go  as  a 
Guard  to  the  Waggon,  least  it  fall  into  the  Enemy's  hands ;  pray 
excuse  these  confused  Lines,  being  in  great  hast. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  your  very  affectionate  humble  Servant, 

«  TIMOTHY  HORSEFIELD. 
"  Bethlehem,  past  5  0,Clock, 
November,  25th,  1755. 

"  Colonel  Anderson  desires  that  word  be  sent  to  the  Jersey,  to 
order  more  of  his  Men  to  come  directly.     You  will  please  to  do  it." 


A  Letter  to  the  Secretary  from  Mr.  William  Parsons. 
"Sir: 

"By  the  Letters  herewith  sent  to  his  Honour  the  Governor,  you 
will  see  that  the  Enemy  have  attacked  and  burnt  the  Moravian 
Settlement  at  Mahoney,  and  killed  all  their  White  People  except 
two,  who  escaped.  As  soon  as  I  received  this  account  I  dis- 
patched John  Weaver  express  with  it  to  the  Governor,  and  as  the 
Enemy  is  so  near  us,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  send  continually  Expres- 
ses, which  will  occasion  an  Expence  which  neither  myself  nor  the 
Towns  people  will  not  be  able  to  bear.  Pray  Sir,  help  us  for  we 
are  in  great  distress.  The  powder  and  lead  came  to  hand,  but  no 
Letter,  and  I  don't  know  what  we  shall  do  for  want  of  Arms.  If 
I  can  get  a  Waggon  to  bring  my  Daughter  to  Philadelphia,  I  will 
send  her  off  immediately,  by  which  Waggon  may  be  sent  Arms, 
&?•>  if  any  are  to  be  had. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  In  great  distress, 

"  Your  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"  WILLIAM  PARSONS. 

"  I  imagine  that  my  plantation  and  every  thing  there  is  de- 
stroyed, by  which  I  am  totally  ruined. 

"  Richard  Peters,  Esquire." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  the  26th  November,  1755, 
P.  M. 
Present  as  in  the  forenoon. 

The  Bill  entituled  "  An  Act  for  granting  the  sum  of  «£60,00l> 
to  the  Kings   use,  and   for  striking  Fifty-live  thousand  pounds 
vol.  vi — 47. 
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thereof  in  Bills  of  Credit  &  to  provide  a  Fund  for  Sinking  the 
same/'  (wherein  the  Proprietary  Estate  is  exempted  from  Taxation 
towards  raising  the  said  sum,  in  consideration  of  their  granting 
Five  thousand  pounds  in  lieu  thereof)  was  read,  but  Mr.  Shoemaker 
dissented  and  protested  against  its  passing,  for  that  the  Act  appro- 
propriates  and  limits  great  part  of  the  Money  for  particular  pur- 
poses, and  the  whole  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  certain  persons 
therein  nominated  to  apply  the  same;  whereas,  it  should  in  his 
opinion,  have  ordered  the  Money  into  the  hands  of  the  Governor, 
to  be  by  him  apply' d  under  a  general  appropriation  for  the  use  of 
his  Majesty,  and  the  rest  of  the  Council  thought  it  very  exception- 
able, and  that  it  ought  to  be  amended  in  several  parts,  but  taking 
into  Consideration  the  distressed  state  of  the  Province,  and  the 
imminent  Danger  it  is  in,  if  money  and  a  proper  Force  are  not  im- 
mediately raised  for  its  defence,  &  to  stop  the  Invaders  and  Ravages 
of  the  Enemy,  they  advised  the  Governor  to  pass  it  without  Amend- 
ment, and  accordingly  the  Bill  was  returned  to  the  House  by  the 
Secretary  with  a  verbal  Message  that  the  Governor  wras  ready  to 
pass  it. 

The  Governor  laid  before  the  Council  two  Letters  he  had  thought 
proper  to  write  to  Mr.  Penn,  which  follow  in  these  words  : 

A  Letter  to   the  Honorable   Thomas  Penn,  Esq*'1  from    Governor 

Morris. 

"  Philadelphia,  November  22nd,  1755, 
"  Sir  : 

u  I  wrote  you  a  few  days  ago  by  way  of  Dublin,  and  now  send 
you  a  Duplicate  of  that  Letter,  and  the  Intelligence  I  have  since 
received  of  the  mischiefs  committed  by  the  Indians,  who  you  will 
observe,  have  fallen  upon  the  Inhabitants  at  Tulpehoccon,  killed 
several  of  them  and  destroyed  many  Plantations.  The  little  Resis- 
tance that  is  given  to  these  People  will  not  only  encourage  them  to 
go  on  in  their  Cruel  Trade  but  may  tempt  the  French  to  come  down 
upon  us,  as  they  know  we  have  no  Militia  nor  any  other  means  of 
defending  ourselves.  Should  that  be  the  case,  this  once  happy  and 
flourishing  Province  will  be  in  a  miserable  Condition  by  the  Spring, 
but  even  without  their  aid,  the  Indians  themselves  may  do  more 
Mischief  this  Winter  than  twenty  years  will  repair,  as  they  lay 
waste  every  thing  before  them. 

"You  will  judge  by  the  Messages  that  have  passed  between  me 
and  the  Assembly  of  the  temper  they  are  in  much  better  than  from 
any  thing  I  can  say.  I  thought  it  right  while  the  Province  was 
invaded  and  a  prodigious  clamour  raised  by  the  Assembly  against 
you  on  account  of  your  refusing  to  contribute  any  thing  towards 
the  common  expence  to  make  the  offer  in  my  Message  of  the  15th 
Instant,  which  they  have  refused  to  agree  to,  insisting  on  their  new 


PROVINCIAL  COUNCIL.  739 

Claim  of  not  having  their  Money  Bill  Amended.  This  offer  has 
had  some  good  effect  here,  &  I  hope  will  enable  you  to  set  the  mat- 
ter in  a  proper  light  at  home.  If  you  are  to  be  taxed,  I  wish  for 
your  sake  that  it  may  be  by  Act  of  Parliament,  where  you  may 
meet  with  Justice ;  but  if  that  power  is  ever  given  into  the  hands 
of  the  people  here  they  will  use  it  without  Mercy.  One  Very  good 
argument  against  your  being  Taxed  at  all  is  the  great  Expence  you 
are  at  in  administering  the  Government,  especially  since  the  As- 
sembly have  refused  the  Governor's  salary,  which  you  will  be  obliged 
to  pay. 

"  Since  Mr.  Franklin  has  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  Assem- 
bly they  have  gone  greater  lengths  than  ever,  and  have  not  only 
discovered  the  Warmth  of  their  Resentment  against  your  Family 
but  are  using  every  means  in  their  Power,  even  while  their  Country 
is  invaded,  to  wrest  the  Government  out  of  your  hands,  and  to  take 
the  whole  powers  of  it  into  their  own.  To  which  end  Mr.  Franklin 
and  others  have  sent  Arms  and  Ammunition  into  the  several  countys 
and  distributed  them  to  such  People  as  they  thought  proper  without 
my  knowledge  or  consent.  This  I  esteem  a  very  extraordinary 
measure,  as  the  people  will  be  thereby  taught  to  depend  upon  an 
Assembly  for  what  they  should  only  receive  from  the  Government, 
and  if  it  is  not  criminal  I  am  sure  it  ought  to  be  so. 

"  They  have  also  given  presents  to  the  Indians  without  my  privity 
or  Consent,  and  by  a  Bill  they  have  sent  me  this  Session,  under 
pretence  of  regulating  the  Indian  Trade,  they  propose  not  only  to 
take  that  whole  Trade  into  their  own  hands  and  manage  it  by  a 
Committee,  but'  to  take  the  Indians  entirely  out  of  the  hands  of 
'the  Government,  and  least  the  trade  itself  should  not  give  them  all 
the  Influence  they  may  have  occasion  for,  the  profits  of  it  are  to  be 
given  by  the  Assembly  in  presents  to  the  Indians. 

"  I  sent  you  by  way  of  Ireland  Copies  of  the  Quakers'  address  and 
the  Representations  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Philadelphia  to  the  As- 
sembly, upon  which  I  need  not  make  many  observations.  1  think 
that  of  the  Quakers  a  very  rash  thing  and  a  dangerous  use  of  their 
Influence  at  such  a  time  as  this,  when  it  becomes  every  good  sub- 
ject and  true  lover  of  his  Country  to  further  his  Majesty's  mea- 
sures rather  than  obstruct  them.  But  this  their  address  will  shew 
whatever  their  pretences  and  professions  have  been  that  the}'  never 
intended  to  do  any  thing  in  defence  of  their  Country,  and  that 
the  Bill  they  now  propose  and  insist  on,  is  intended  only  to  savo 
appearances,  as  they  have  put  it  in  such  a  shape  that  it  is  not  pos- 
sible for  me  to  consent  to  it,  &  have  refused  to  agree  to  the  method 
proposed  by  me  for  taxing  your  Estate  upon  the  Idle  pretence  of  not 
suffering  a  Money  Bill  to  be  amended. 

"  Upon  my  word,  Sir,  I  am  much  at  a  Loss  what  to  do  in  the 
present  situation  of  Affairs,  or  what  to  advise  you  to  do.  It  is  \ 
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apparent  to  me  that  if  some  measures  be  not  soon  taken  at  home 
for  regulating  matters  here,  that  this  Province  will  be  either  over- 
run by  the  Indians  &  French,  or  thrown  into  Internal  and  Civil 
Commotions,  the  end  of  which  no  one  can  venture  to  foretell.  The 
people  have  lost  all  sense  of  Obedience  to  Government  and  are 
countenanced  by  the  Assembly  who  have  their  own  Scheme  in  view 
&  make  use  of  the  people  to  gain  their  points. 

"  The  Quakers  indeed  do  not  wish  you  to  part  with  the  Govern- 
ment because  they  will  have  much  less  power  under  the  Crown,  but 
would  willingly  throw  as  much  weight  as  possible  into  the  Assem- 
bly. Franklin  has  views  that  they  know  nothing  of,  and  tho'  they 
submit  to  him  in  the  Assembly,  the  more  sensible  part  of  them  are 
not  heartily  satisfied  with  his  attachment  to  them.  The  truth,  I  be- 
lieve, is  that  he  is  courting  them  in  order  to  distress  you,  and  at 
the  same  time  leading  them  into  measures  that  will  in  the  end 
deprive  them  of  any  share  in  the  administration. 

"  If,  therefore,  the  Quakers  in  England  have  any  Influence  upon 
their  Friends  here,  and  have  a  mind  to  save  this  Country  where 
they  enjoy  so  many  advantages,  they  should  use  it  at  this  time 
to  induce  their  Brethren  to  put  money  into  the  hands  of  the 
Government  for  the  King's  use  that  the  Country  may  be  de- 
fended, or  give  up  their  seat  to  those  that  will  do  the  Dutys  of 
the  Station. 

"  Yesterday  and  to-day  three  Yessels  are  arrived  from  Nova  Sco- 
tia, and  a  fourth  is  coming  with  Neutral  French  that  Governor 
Lawrence  has  sent  to  remain  in  this  Province.  You  have  one  of 
his  Letters  to  me  relating  to  them  herewith,  and  also  Copy  of  what 
I  wrote  to  General  Shirley  upon  that  Subject,  who  I  hope  by  this 
time  is  at  New  York. 

u  I  own  that  had  we  a  regular  Militia  these  people  might  be  an 
advantage  by  adding  to  the  number  of  useful  Inhabitants,  but  under 
our  present  Circumstances  I  am  fearful  they  may  prove  more  in- 
jurious here  than  they  could  possibly  have  done  at  Nova  Scotia; 
however,  when  I  have  General  Shirley's  thoughts  upon  the  head  I 
shall  endeavour  to  dispose  of  them  in  the  manner  most  consistent 
with  the  security  of  the  Province. 

"  You  will  observe  by  one  of  the  Assembly's  Messages  herewith, 
they  mean  to  throw  the  odium  of  the  present  Indian  War  upon  you, 
by  insinuating  that  you  have  not  paid  the  Indians  for  their  Lands, 
and  tho'  nothing  can  be  more  false  and  wicked  yet  such  is  the  pre- 
sent temper  of  the  people  that  it  will  be  too  generally  believed. 
However,  to  prevent  as  much  as  may  be  any  such  Impressions,  I 
have  referred  that  Message  to  a  Committee  of  Council,  who  will 
report  to  me  the  several  Treatys  and  Transactions  with  the  Shaw- 
onese  Indians,  which  I  shall  send  to  the  Assembly  and  have  pub- 
lished in  the  next  Paper. 
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u  Herewith  I  send  you  the  copy  of  a  most  curious  Militia  Bill 
that  I  have  this  day  received,  which  you  must  be  sensible  can  answer 
to  no  good  purpose,  and  is  really  intended  to  amuse  the  people  who 
call  aloud  for  a  Law  to  establish  military  order,  without  which  they 
seem  convinced  that  nothing  effectual  can  be  done  for  their  defence, 
and  tho'  I  am  convinced  that  it  will  do  no  good  yet  I  believe  I  must 
consent  to  it  in  the  present  Circumstances  of  the  Province,  if  it  be 
only  to  shew  that  I  am  willing  to  do  any  thing  that  has  even  a 
chance  of  contributing  to  the  defence  of  the  Province,  and  thereby 
to  avoid  the  resentment  of  a  Mob  that  I  am  informed  will  be  in 
Town  from  the  back  Countys  in  a  few  days,  and  as  the  Assembly 
have  more  Engines  to  employ  than  the  Government,  and  scruple 
not  to  propagate  any  falsehoods  that  suit  them,  it  is  more  than  pro- 
bable that  these  people,  when  they  come,  notwithstanding  any  thing 
I  can  do,  may  think  me  the  cause  of  all  their  sufferings  and  act 
accordingly.  The  people  from  York  and  Cumberland  Counties  I  am 
told  are  to  come  down  in  a  body  and  petition  for  a  greater  number 
of  Representatives,  as  they  have  not  their  due  proportion,  &  a  body 
of  five  hundred  dutch  from  Berks  are  to  demand  Laws  for  immediate 
defence. 

u  This  manner  of  applying  is  extremely  dangerous,  and  I  am 
satisfied  will  be  productive  of  mischief  of  some  sort  or  other,  but 
time  alone  must  shew  where  it  will  fall. 

"  I  must  think  that  the  G-overnment  at  home  have  too  long  ne- 
glected the  internal  Conduct  of  these  Colonies,  and  have  suffered 
Assemblys  to  go  such  unwarrantable  lengths  in  almost  every  one 
of  them,  that  they  have  for  some  time  thought  themselves  without 
Superiors,  and  if  they  do  not  by  some  means  or  other  give  a  check 
to  that  factious  spirit  that  too  generally  reigns  in  these  Provinces, 
they  will  soon  find  it  more  difiicult  to  keep  their  own  Colonys 
in  order  than  they  at  present  imagine.  I  never  can  think  it 
right  to  punish  a  whole  Country  or  to  lay  it  under  peculiar  dis- 
advantages, nor  indeed  is  it  necessary ;  for  if  the  Supreme  Gov- 
ernment would  attend  to  the  Conduct  of  the  Subordinate  ones, 
and  take  care  to  discountenance  and  punish  particular  men  that 
are  bold  enough  to  transgress  the  Laws  &  to  favour  and  en- 
courage those  of  whose  principles  and  attachment  they  can  be 
well  assured,  it  would  infallibly  keep  the  Provinces  in  good 
order. 

"  If  I  can  possibly  in  my  present  hurry  and  confusion  write  to 
tho  Secretary  of  State  I  shall  'put  it  under  the  same  Cover  with 
this,  but  if  I  should  not,  I  must  beg  you  will  lay  those  matters 
before  him  and  make  my  Excuses  for  not  writing  by  this  oppor- 
tunity. 

il  I  have  only  to  add  that  I  have  besides  Mr.  Lardner  named 
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Benjamin  Chew,  Thomas  Cadwalader,  and  John  Mifflin,  Esq'rs. 
of  the  Council,  and  find  great  assistance  from  them. 
"  I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  Sir, 

"  Your  most  Obedient  humble  Servant, 

"  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 
"  The  Honble.  Thos.  Penn,  Esq'-" 


Another  Letter  to  the  Honble.  Thomas  Penn,  Esq*-'  from  Governor 

Morris. 
"  Philadelphia,  Novembr°  22nd,  1755. 
"  Sir : 

"  Since  closing  a  long  Letter  to  you  of  this  day  I  am  favoured 
with  yours  of  the  fourth  of  October  by  way  of  New  York  inclosing 
an  Order  for  five  thousand  Pounds.  I  have  only  time  to  give  you 
/my  hearty  thanks  for  the  sentiments  you  are  so  good  as  to  enter- 
tain of  my  Conduct,  and  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  continue  to 
exert  my  best  abilities  in  discharging  the  Duties  of  the  Station  you 
have  honoured  me  with.  You  will  give  me  leave  to  add  that  noth- 
ing could  come  more  critically  than  your  generous  &free  Gift,  which 
will  enable  me  to  shew  you  to  the  people  in  a  proper  light,  and  I 
am  in  hopes  will  in  great  measure  get  the  better  of  the  Malice  of 
those  who  have  gone  great  lengths  to  injure  you  in  their  opinion. 
Few  of  your  friends  know  of  the  offer  as  yet,  but  I  shall  send  a 
Message  on  Monday  to  the  House  upon  the  head,  As  soon  as  they 
meet,  and  this  is  Saturday  night.  I  would  not  let  this  Vessel  go 
without  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  that  Letter;  and  can  only 
add  that  I  am, 

"  Sir,  Your  most  faithful  and  obedient  Servant, 

"ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 
"The  Honble.  Thomas  Penn,  Esqr" 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  State  House,  Thursday 
27th  Novr'  1755. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esqr->  Lieuten- 
ant Governor,  &ca" 

Robert  Strettell,  William  Till,         ~\ 

Richard  Peters,  Lynford  Lardner,  I  Esqrs* 

Thomas  Cadwalader,  y 

Mr.  Peters  and  Mr.  Lardner  having  compared  the  Bill  entituled 
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"An  Act  for  striking  £60,000/'  &ca'  The  Speaker  and  the  whole 
House  waited  on  the  Governor  and  presented  it  to  him,  and  it  was 
enacted  into  a  Law,  and  Doctor  Cadwalader  was  ordered  to  see  the 
Great  Seal  affixed  to  it  and  lodged  in  the  Recorder's  Office. 

The  Indian  Trade  Bill  was  again  considered,  but  as  it  required  a 
great  variety  of  Amendments  the  Governor  in  answer  to  a  Message 
sent  by  the  House  to  know  whether  he  was  come  to  any  Resolution 
thereon,  Acquainted  them  that  he  was  not  and  did  not  know  when 
he  should. 


November  28th,  1755. 
A  Bill  entituled  "  An  Act  for  the  Relief  of  George  Croghan  & 
William  Trent  for  the  space  of  Ten  Years  w  was  presented  to  the 
Governor  for  his  Concurrence  by  two  Members,  who  at  the  same 
time  delivered  the  following  Message: 

A  Message  to  the  Governor  from  the  Assembly. 
"  May  it  please  the  Governor  : 

"  As  the  Bill  for  regulating  the  Indian  Trade  by  employing  sober 
and  discreet  Persons  to  reside  among  those  Nations  that  remain 
Friends  to  this  Province  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  them  with 
the  necessary  Goods  in  Exchange  for  their  Peltry  at  reasonable  and 
easy  rates  on  account  of  the  Publick,  and  thereby  securing  them  to 
our  Interest,  seems  to  us  a  Bill  of  great  Importance  at  this  Junc- 
ture, we  are  very  desirous  of  bringing  it  to  a  conclusion  as  soon  as 
possible,  and,  therefore,  once  more  earnestly  request  the  Governor 
would  be  pleased  to  let  us  know  his  Sentiments  upon  it,  and  com- 
municate the  Amendments  he  is  pleased  to  say  he  thinks  needful, 
that  we  may  consider  them.  The  Bill  has  already  laid  before  him 
above  two  weeks,  and  we  fear  if  something  of  the  kind  is  not  imme- 
diately gone  into  we  shall  lose  our  few  remaining  Indians  on  Sas- 
quehannah,  for  as  none  of  our  Traders  now  go  among  them,  and 
they  dare  not  come  down  to  our  Settlements  to  buy  what  they  want 
for  fear  of  being  Mistaken  for  Enemies,  there  seems  to  be  the 
greatest  Danger  of  their  being  necessarily  driven  into  the  Arms  of 
the  French  to  be  provided  with  the  means  of  Subsistence. 
"  Signed  by  Order  of  the  House. 

"  ISAAC  NORRIS,  Speaker. 

"November  28th,  1755." 

To  which  on  the   29th  the  Governor  returned  the  following 
Answer : 

A  Message  from  the   Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
u  Gentlemen  : 

"Since   your   Bill  for  regulating  the  Indian  Trade   has  been 


744  MINUTES  OF  THE 

before  me  my  Time  "has  been  so  much  taken  up  with  the  variety  of 
Business  that  the  circumstances  of  this  Province  made  necessary  to 
be  dispatched  without  delay,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  give  it 
the  Consideration  a  Bill  of  that  Nature  requires,  nor  to  examine  the 
Laws  of  the  neighbouring  Provinces  upon  that  Subject.  But  as 
the  Indian  Trade  is  now  at  a  stand,  I  cannot  conceive  it  will  be  at 
all  Dangerous  to  the  Publick  to  defer  the  compleating  of  this  Act 
till  the  next  sitting,  especially  as  it  will  be  necessary  to  call  in  and 
confine  our  Friendly  Indians  to  certain  Limits,  to  prevent  their 
being  mistaken  for  and  killed  as  Enemies,  where  they  must  be  sub- 
sisted. This  will  hinder  them  from  hunting,  so  that  they  will  have 
no  Skins  to  trade  with. 

"ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 
«  Philada>  Novemr-  29th,  1755." 

The  Governor  being  informed  by  Mr.  Hockley  that  he  had  no 
notice  of  the  application  of  the  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Mr.  Croghan  & 
Trent,  tho'  he  had  been  in  partnership  with  them,  &  he  was  by  far 
the  Largest  Creditor,  he  was  indulged  with  the  perusal  of  the  Bill, 
and  proposed  an  Amendment,  which  the  Governor  approving,  it 
was  sent  to  the  House  with  the  Bill,  and  the  House  acquainted  the 
Governor  that  they  had  agreed  to  said  Amendment. 


At  a  Council  held  at  the  State  House  on  Tuesday  the  Second 
of  December,  1755. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  &am 

Robert  Strettell,  Richard  Peters,     Esq™- 

The  Speaker  and  the  whole  House  waited  on  the  Governor  & 
presented  the  Bill  Entituled  "An  Act  for  the  relief  of  George 
Croghan  &  William  Trent,"  and  the  Govr-  having  enacted  it  into  a 
Law,  the  Great  Seal  was  affixed  thereto  &  it  was  lodged  in  the  Roll's 
Office. 

The  Governor  being  advised  by  Mr.  Weiser  that  we  had  still 
some  friendly  Indians  left  on  the  Sasquehannah,  and  that  it  would 
be  for  the  Publick  Service  to  invite  them  to  a  Conference,  he  sent 
Yesterday  the  following  Letter  to  the  Provincial  Commissioners : 


A  Letter  from  the  Governor  to  the  Provincial  Commissioners. 

"Philada-  1st  December,  1755. 
"  Gentlemen : 

"  Upon  considering  the  state  of  our  friendly  Indians  on  the  Rive: 
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Sasquehanna,  I  think  it  necessary  that  Messengers  should  be  imme- 
diately sent  to  convene  them  to  come  down  to  Harris'  Ferry,  in 
order  to  concert  measures  with  this  Government  upon  the  present 
Circumstances  of  affairs,  when  it  may  be  proper  to  communicate  to 
them  such  parts  of  the  General  Plan  of  operations  as  they  may 
assist  in  the  execution  of. 

"  I  am,  Gentlemen,  Your  most  humble  Servant, 

"  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 
"To  Isaac  Norris,  James  Hamilton,  John  Mifflin,  &tt- 
Esq"-" 

The  Governor  having  received  a  Letter  from  General  Shirley, 
pressing  him  to  attend  a  Congress  to  be  very  soon  held  at  New 
York;  he  communicated  the  same  to  the  House  with  the  following 
Message : 

A  Message  from  the   Governor  to  the  Assembly. 
il  Gentlemen : 

"  General  Shirley,  pursuant  to  his  Majesty's  Orders  for  that  pur- 
pose, has  requested  me  to  meet  him  at  New  York,  in  a  Congress  he 
has  there  appointed,  as  you  will  observe  by  the  Extract  of  a  Letter 
from  him  upon  that  Subject  which  the  Secretary  will  lay  before 
you.  At  that  Meeting  business  of  the  greatest  Consequence  to  his 
Majesty's  Service  and  the  safety  of  these  Colonies  will  be  consid- 
ered and  concluded,  and  the  success  of  the  next  Year's  operations 
may  in  great  measure  depend  on  the  timely  resolutions  of  that 
Council. 

"  I  have  lately  received  such  Intelligence  as  to  the  State  of  In- 
dian Affairs  as  will  make  it  necessary  for  the  Colonies  to  join  in 
some  General  Treaty  with  those  People,  as  well  to  the  Southward 
as  to  the  Northward,  which  can  no  way  so  well  be  resolved  on  as  at 
the  Congress  now  already  met. 

"  And  on  the  other  hand  the  late  Incursions  of  the  Enemy,  and 
the  necessity  there  is  of  putting  this  Province  into  a  posture  of  de- 
fence, as  well  as  carrying  into  Execution  the  several  matters  now 
in  Agitation,  call  for  my  presence  and  the  Authority  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. Under  these  Difficulties  I  find  myself  at  a  loss  which 
service  to  prefer,  and  desire  you  will  give  me  your  Sentiments  on 
this  momentous  &  pressing  occasion. 

"  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 

«  Philada'  December  2nd,  1755." 


December  the  3rd,  1755. 
The  following  Message  of  Assembly  in  answer  to  the  Governor's 
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Message  which  he  laid  before  them,  the  Report  of  Council  relat- 
ing to  the  Claims  of  the  Shawonese  Indians,  &ca''  was  this  day  de- 
livered to  the  Governor  : 

A  Message  to  the  Governor  from  the  Assembly. 
u  May  it  please  the  Governor  : 

"  We  have  considered  the  Report  of  the  Committe  of  the  Gov- 
ernor's Council,  to  which  he  is  pleased  to  refer  us  for  an  Answer 
to  our  Enquiry  relating  to  a  Claim  of  the  Shawonese  Indians  on  the 
Lands  near  Conedoguinet.  We  are  far  from  desiring  to  Justify 
those  Indians  in  their  late  outrages  and  Murders  committed  against 
the  People  of  this  Province,  in  violation  of  the  most  solemn  Treaties. 
We  believe  that  great  care  has  generally  been  taken  to  do  the 
Indians  Justice  by  the  Proprietaries  in  the  purchases  made  of  them, 
and  in  all  our  other  publick  Transactions  with  them.  And  as  they 
have  not  the  same  Ideas  of  legal  property  in  Lands  that  we  have, 
and  sometimes  think  they  have  Right  when  in  Law  they  have  none, 
but  yet  are  cheaply  satisfied  for  their  supposed  as  well  as  Real 
Rights,  we  think  our  Proprietaries  have  done  wisely,  not  only  to 
purchase  their  Lands,  but  to  'purchase  them  more  than  once/  as 
the  Governor  says  they  have  done,  rather  than  have  any  Difference 
with  them  on  that  head,  or  give  any  handle  to  the  Enemies  of  the 
Province  to  exasperate  those  people  against  us.  It  appears  indeed 
from  the  Report,  that  they  could  have  but  a  slender  Foundation  for 
a  Claim  of  Satisfaction  for  those  Lands.  We  are,  however,  con- 
vinced by  original  Minutes  taken  by  one  of  the  Commissioners  at 
the  Treaty  of  Carlisle,  now  lying  before  us,  that  the  Shawonese 
Chiefs  mentioned  that  Claim  of  theirs  to  the  Lands  in  Question  at 
that  Time,  and  were  promised  that  the  matter  should  be  laid  before 
the  Proprietaries.  It  was  after  the  publick  general  Business  of  the 
Treaty  was  over,  and  was  not  inserted  in  the  printed  account  of  the 
Treaty,  perhaps  because  it  was  thought  to  relate  more  particularly  to 
the  Proprietary  than  to  the  Province,  &  one  of  the  Commissioners 
being  himself  concerned  in  the  Proprietaries  Affairs,  there  was 
reason  to  believe  he  would  take  care  to  get  it  settled,  &  doubtless 
he  would  have  done  so,  had  he  not,  as  appears  by  the  Report,  en- 
tirely forgot  the  whole  Transaction.  We  are  sorry  it  was  not  done, 
tho'  probably  the  Instigations,  present  situation  and  power  of  the 
French,  might  have  been  sufficient  nevertheless  to  have  engaged 
those  Indians  in  the  War  against  us. 

"  Sign'd  by  order  of  the  House. 

"  ISAAC  NORRIS,  Speaker. 

"  Philad*'  3rd  December,  1755." 

And  at  the  same  time  another  Message  was  delivered^  in  answer 
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to  the  Governor's  of  yesterday  with  a  verbal  one,  that  the  House 
inclined  to  adjourn  to  the  first  day  of  March. 

A  Message  to  the   Governor  from  the  Assembly. 
"  May  it  please  the  Governor : 

"  We  think  the  present  Circumstances  of  this  Province  calls 
strongly  (as  the  Governor  observes)  for  his  presence  here,  &  for  the 
whole  authority  of  the  Government.  But  as  the  necessity  of  his 
attending  the  Congress  at  New  York  is  best  known  to  the  Gov- 
ernor, who  is  acquainted  with  the  Busiuess  there  to  be  con- 
sidered &  concluded  on,  the  particulars  of  which  are  not  com- 
municated to  us,  and  he  can  therefore  best  judge  whether  his 
absence  from  that  Congress  or  from  his  Province,  will  at  this 
time  be  most  prejudicial  to  his  Majesty's  Service  in  general. 
We  must  therefore  leave  it  to  his  Judgement  and  Prudence  which 
Service  to  prefer. 

"But  if  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Governor  can  in  any 
degree  supply  his  place  at  that  Congress,  either  in  concluding  on 
the  matters  proposed  by  the  Crown,  or  concerting  Measures  for  a 
general  Treaty  with  the  Indians,  &  the  Governor  should  sit  to  ap- 
point some  Gentlemen  to  that  service,  we  shall  have  no  objection 
on  account  of  any  reasonable  Expence  that  may  attend  it  or  that 
may  be  necessary  to  be  defrayed  on  the  part  of  this  Government 
towards  the  proposed  general  Treaty.  For  as  this  Province  always 
has  been,  so  we  still  are  ready  to  join  with  the  neighbouring  Colo- 
nies in  any  Treaty  with  the  Indians  that  may  conduce  to  the 
general  advantage  of  the  British  Interests,  as  well  as  at  our  own 
Charge,  to  make  such  as  tend  particularly  to  our  own  Peace  and 
Security. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  House. 

"ISAAC  NORRIS,  Speaker. 
"Philad*'  December  3d,  1755." 

The  following  Address  of  the  Bethlehem  Indians  and  the  Gov- 
ernor's Answer  were  read  and  ordered  to  be  entered: 

"  To  the  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Enquire, 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Pennsij ha nia  and  Coun- 
ties of  Newcastle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  upon  Delaware,  cll,:" 

"  The  humble  Jlddrcss  of  the  Indians,  late  residing  in  Gnadcnhut- 
tcn,  at  their  Instance  taken  from  their  own  mouths  as  fullowcth, 
to  ic it: 

"First,  we  present  our  Love,  Respect,  &  Duty  to  the  Houble. 
the  Govr  of  Pennsylvania,  Because  we  are  not  able  to  express  our- 
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selves  as  it  should  be.     We  beg  therefore  that  the  best  construc- 
tion may  be  put  upon  what  we  have  to  lay  before  him. 

"  We  have  been  heretofore  poor  Heathen,  who  knew  nothing  of 
God  but  lived  in  blindness  and  abominable  Sins. 

"The  Brethren  have  told  us  words  from  Jesus  Christ,  our  G-od 
and  Lord,  who  became  a  man  for  us  and  purchased  Salvation  for 
us  with  his  Blood. 

"We  have  heard  these  words,  taken  them  to  heart,  received  them 
in  Faith,  &  are  baptized  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

11  The  Brethren  since  that  time  have  faithfully  cared  for  us,  and 
not  only  further  instructed  us  in  God's  word,  but  have  also  per- 
mitted us  to  live  upon  their  Land  and  plant  our  Corn,  at  the  same 
time  instructing  our  Children. 

"It  is  now  a  great  many  Years  that  we  have  lived  in  Quiet  & 
Peace  under  the  Protection  of  the  Government  of  this  Province,  so 
that  we  have  not  been  burthensome  to  none,  nor  has  any  body 
molested  us.  But  now  it  has  come  to  pass  that  wicked  People  who 
serve  the  Devil  have  committed  horrible  Murthers  &  inhumanly 
butcher' d  even  our  own  Brethren. 

"We  well  knew  that  we  had  nothing  better  to  expect  at  their 
hands  as  long  as  we  continued  with  the  Brethren  under  this  Govern- 
ment. For  which  Cause  we  sought  to  save  our  Lives  by  Flight, 
leaving  every  thing  behind  which  we  had  in  Gnadenhutten,  that  is 
not  only  our  Habitations  but  also  our  Cloathing  &  Provisions, 
fleeing  in  the  dark  night  naked  &  empty  away  with  our  Wives  & 
Children. 

"Now  we  are  here  in  Bethlehem  with  our  Brethren,  willing 
rather  to  suffer  and  live  with  them  as  heretofore.  We  cannot  but 
declare  to  our  Honourable  Governor,  1st.  That  we  are  thankful 
from  the  bottom  of  our  Hearts  for  the  Protection  &  Peace  that  we 
have  hitherto  enjoyed  in  this  Province. 

"  2dly.  That  none  of  us  have  any  hand  in  the  abominable  Mur- 
thers lately  committed  by  the  Indians,  but  we  abhor  and  detest 
them. 

"  3rdly.  It  is  our  desire,  seeing  that  we  are  persuaded  that  our 
lives  will  be  principally  sought  after,  to  put  ourselves  as  Children 
under  the  Protection  of  this  Government.  We  cannot  say  other- 
wise but  that  we  are  intirely  devoted  to  the  English  Government, 
&  wish  success  &  prosperity  to  their  Arms  against  their  and  our 
Enemies. 

"We  hope  that  our  Honourable  Governor  will  give  us  a  gracious 
answer  to  this  our  humble  Petition,  &  provide  for  our  future  Welfare 
&  Security. 
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"And  the  foregoing  being 
read  and  explained  to  them 
in  their  own  Tongue  they 
unanimously  confirmed  & 
fixed  their  Marks  to  the 
same  in  the  presence  of  us 
the  subscribing  Witnesses. 

"  Bernard  Adam  Grube, 
"  John  Jacob  Schmick, 
"J.  Okely. 


his 


JOSHUA,  the  Mohickon,     D 
mark, 
his 
AUGUSTUS,  Delaware,      0 
mark, 
his 
JACOB,  Mahickan,       | 

mark, 
his 
ANTON,  Delaware,      X 
mark. 

his 
JON0-  PETER,  Wamponas,     ® 

mark, 
his 
JOSHUA,  Delaware,      X 
mark, 
his 
ANDREAS,  Wamponas,     O 
mark, 
his 
MICHL«,  Menesink,      X 
mark. 

his 
JONATHAN,  Delaware,     SI 
mark, 
his 
PHILLIPPUS,  Wamponas,      O 

mark, 
his 
JN0-,  Mahickan,      X 
mark, 
his 
JNO%  Delaware,      O 
mark, 
his 
DANL',  Mahickan,      X 
mark, 
his 
MARK,  Mahickan,      X 
mark. 

"  Personally  appeared  before  me,  Timothy  Horseficld,  Esq.,  one  of 
the  Justices  in  and  for  the  County  of  Northampton,  the  80th  day  of 
Novembr-,  1755,  Bernard  Adam  Grube,  John  Jacob  Schmick,  & 
John  Okely,  all  of  Bethlehem,  in  the  said  County,  Gentlemen,  it 
upon  their  solemn  affirmations  according  to  Law  did  respectively 
declare  &  depose  that  they  were  present  and  did  see  the  foregoing 
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Address  signed  by  the  Indians  as  above  after  it  had  been  read  to 
them  &  explained  in  their  own  Tongue,  &  further  these  Affirmants 
say  that  their  names  thereunto  subscribed  as  Witnesses  are  of  their 
own  proper  hands'  writing  respectively. 

"  TIM0-  HORSFIELD,  [l.  s.] 
"  The  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esqn" 

His  answer  to  the  foregoing  Address  from  the  Indians  now  re- 
siding at  Bethlehem : 

[L.  s.]  "  The  Honouralle  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esqr., 
Lieutenant  Governor  &  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania  &  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  upon 
Delaware, 

"  To  the  Indians  lately  residing  at  Gnadenhutten  &  now  at  Beth- 
lehem, Greeting; 

"  Brethren  : 

"  You  may  always  depend  on  the  most  favourable  Construction 
being  put  on  whatever  you  lay  before  me. 

"  It  gives  me  a  true  pleasure  to  find  you  are  under  the  force  of 
Religious  Impressions,  and  speak  in  so  affectionate  a  manner  of  the 
great  Author  of  the  Christian  Salvation,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

"  As  you  have  made  it  your  own  Choice  to  become  Members  of 
our  Civil  Society  &  Subjects  of  the  same  Government,  and  deter- 
mine to  share  the  same  Fate  with  us,  I  shall  make  it  my  Care  to 
extend  the  same  Protection  to  you  as  to  the  other  Subjects  of  his 
Majesty,  and  as  a  Testimony  of  the  Regard  paid  by  the  Government 
to  the  distressed  State  of  that  part  of  the  Province  where  you  have 
suffered  so  much,  I  have  determined  to  build  a  Fort  at  Gnaden- 
hutten, from  which  you  will  receive  equal  Security  with  the  White 
People  under  my  Care. 

"  I  have  not  the  least  suspicion  of  your  having  been  concerned  in 
the  late  Mischiefs.  Your  precaution  &  flight  are  an  Evidence  of 
your  Innocence,  &  I  take  in  good  part  your  Professions  of  Truth 
and  Fidelity  to  your  Brethren,  and  thank  you  for  them. 

"  I  heartily  Commiserate  your  losses,  and  think  you  entitled  to 
Relief;  and  as  I  intend  to  send  for  all  our  friendly  Indians  to  come 
and  confer  with  me  in  this  Time  of  Danger,  I  shall  let  you  know 
the  time  when  I  shall  meet  them,  and  desire  you  to  be  present,  that 
I  may  speak  to  you  at  the  same  time. 

"  In  the  mean  time  I  desire  you  will  be  of  good  behaviour,  and 
remain  where  you  are. 

"  Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Lesser  Seal  of  the  said  Province 
at  Philadelphia,  the  Fourth  day  of  December,  Anno  Domini, 
1755. 

"ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS." 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philad"-  the  8th  of  December,  1755. 
present : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esq'-'  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  &ca- 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  Richard  Peters,  *) 

Robert  Strettell,  Thomas  Cad walader,  '.„    m 

Joseph  Turner,  William  Till,  j ^s(* 

Benjamin  Chew,  John  Mifflin,  J 

The  Governor  acquainted  the  Council  that  he  received  last  night 
by  Express  from  General  Shirley,  now  at  New  .York,  a  very  press- 
ing Letter  to  meet  him  immediately  there  to  assist  at  the  Congress 
of  the  several  Governors,  k03-,  for  settling  the  plan  of  operation  for 
the  next  Campaign,  &  that  he  proposes  to  set  out  to-day  for  New 
York,  and  recommends  it  to  the  Council  to  take  care  in  his  absence 
to  preserve  the  Peace  of  the  Province,  &cl- 

The  Ccxptains  of  the  Vessels  employed  by  Governor  Lawrence  to 
carry  the  Neutral  French  out  of  Nova  Scotia  having  Landed  them 
at  the  nearest  place  to  the  Pest  House,  demanded  their  discharge, 
&  such  as  produced  the  proper  printed  receits  had  their  discharges 
this  day  delivered  to  them.     The  Importations  are  as  follows  : 

Imported  to  Philada.  from  Nova  Scotia  in  the  Sloop  Hannah, 
Richard  Adams,  Master,  137  French  Persons. 

Sloop  Three  Friends,  James  Carlisle,  Master,    156  Do. 

Sloop  Swan,  Jonathan  Lovell,  Master,  161  Do. 


Total,  454  French  Prsons. 

Charles  Broadhead,  of  Smithfield  Township,  came  to  Town  on 
the  29th  Novemr-  last,  and  on  the  same  day  acquainted  the  Gover- 
nor that  he  was  just  come  from  Wyomink,  that  the  Indians  was  very 
uneasy  there,  &  had  charged  him  to  hasten  to  the  Governor  of 
Philadelphia,  &  delivered  him  their  Message,  which  was  as  follows  : 

A  Message  to  the  Governor  from  the  Indians  at  Wyomink  hi/  Mr. 

Broadhead. 

"Wyomink,  9th  November,  1755. 
"When  the  Indians  met  it  was  about  10  o'Clock  at  Night,  by 
reason  I  wanted  to  return  as  soon  as  I  could. 

"They  gave  me  two  Strings  of  Wampum  to  carry  to  the  Govr- 
with  these  words : 

"  l  1st  Brother  :  We  are  glad  to  see  you,  &  you  have  done  well 
that  you  arc  come  such  a  great  way  to  us;  and  you  see  that  we  live 
here  still  in  Peace.  We  look  upon  that  what  we  have  heard  from 
our  Grand-Father  when  he  was  last  in  Philadelphia;  How  that  his 


752  MINUTES  OF  THE 

Arms  was  always  stretched  out;  &  would  when  Danger  came  inclose 
lis  his  Children  in  them. 

"<2d.  Brother:  Our  Grandfather,  whose  hands  is  stretched  out 
toward  us,  has  sent  here  a  great  man  to  us,  which  should  treat  with 
us  and  tell  us  his  Children  what  we  should  do.  When  we  was  last 
in  Philac^*  we  saw  the  great  man,  Colonel  Johnson,  who  told  us  we 
should  return  to  Wyomink  and  be  still,  &  that  he  would  speak  to 
our  Uncles  the  5  Nations,  &  then  he  would  send  us  word  what  we 
should  do.  And  then  the  Governor  told  us  that  if  Col.  Johnson 
did  not  send  us  word  he  would,  and  since  that  time  we  have  heard 
nothing  neither  from  Col.  Johnson,  the  Governor,  nor  our  Uncles, 
so  we  don't  know  what  to  say  or  do  but  to  be  still,  and  now  we  hear 
the  Hatchets  are  a  flying  about  our  Ears,  which  puts  us  in  Fears  & 
makes  us  believe  we  are  in  great  Danger,  so  we  can  say  nothing 
more,  but  be  still  till  we  have  an  answer ;'  &  then  they  offered  me  a 
Guard  to  go  with  me  a  part  of  the  way  back  again." 

And  the  Governor  having  on  perusal  of  this  Message  thought 
proper  to  Consult  Charles  Broadhead  about  what  was  proper  to  be 
said  to  those  Indians,  he  gave  his  opinion  in  writing,  which  is  as 
follows : 

"  The  Opinion  of  Charles  Broadhead  in  relation  of  the  Indians 
settled  at  Wyomink  on  the  East  Branch  of  Sasquehannah :  These 
Indians  consist  of  Delawares,  Shawonese,  &  Minisinks,  and  it  is  my 
opinion  they  are  very  true  to  the  English  Interest  at  this  time,  tho' 
how  long  they  may  so  continue  without  receiving  the  Hatchet  from 
us  is  hard  to  determine.  This  they  seem  very  fond  of  shewing 
great  willingness  to,  to  Join  with  us  against  the  French  &  their  In- 
dians, the  advantage  of  which  to  us  is  very  obvious.  The  number 
of  Warriors  at  Wyomink  the  9th  Instant  was  about  30,  but  much 
larger  Bodies  of  them  were  higher  up  the  Biver  &  Branches,  many 
of  which  I  immagine  would  join  with  those  at  Wyomink  on  re- 
ceiving proper  encouragements  from  us.  If  they  could  be  prevailed 
on  to  come  down  among  the  Inhabitants  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Blue  Hills,  which  I  think  could  be  accomplished  with  care  taken  to 
have  proper  Provisions  made  for  their  Wives  and  Children,  &ca-'  this 
Winter,  and  an  Officer  or  Officers  appointed  them  well  acquainted 
with  their  Customs  &  Language,  It  is  my  opinion  they  would  be  of 
the  greatest  service  to  the  Settlers  beyond  the  Mountains — being 
always  ready  on  the  least  notice  to  oppose  the  Enemy  should  they 
attack  any  Settlements  in  that  part  of  the  Country.  They  may,  I 
think,  entirely  protect  the  Settlements  from  Delaware  to  the  West 
Branch,  &  perhaps  to  Schuylkill,  ranging  to  the  Valley  between  the 
Killalny  Hills,  and  the  second  Mountain. 

"  Decemr-  3rd.,  1755." 

And  on  considering  the  Indians'  Message  and  Mr.  Broadhead's 
Opinion,  the  following   Message  was  sent  to  them,  and  the  care 
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thereof  committed  to  Aaron  Dupui  and  the  said  Charles  Broadhead 
with  the  following  Instructions : 

A  Message  from  Governor  Morris  to  the  Indians  living  at  Wyo- 

mink,  &™- 

[l.  s.]  "  The  Honour  ah  le  R  OBER  T  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire, 
Lieutenant  Governor  &  Command er-in-  Chief  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex, 
upon  Delaware. 

tl  To  the  Indians  living  at   Wyomink,  Nescopecha,  and   Sha- 
mokin,  Greeting: 
u  Brethren : 

u  The  People  of  the  Province  have  always  considered  you  as  their 
own  Flesh  &  Blood,  and  it  being  a  time  of  Danger,  are  anxious  to 
know  the  state  and  Condition  of  your  Affairs,  &  to  give  you  the 
strongest  Assurances  of  the  Continuance  of  their  Affection  for 
you. 

"  Brethren : 

"  I  have  many  things  to  say  to  you,  which  concern  your  safety 
&  our  mutual  Security,  that  will  require  us  without  loss  of  time  to 
see  one  another  and  confer  together  ;  &  have,  therefore,  sent  these 
Messengers  to  take  you  by  the  Hand,  and  conduct  you  to  John 
Harris'  on  the  River  Sasquehana,  where  I  have  kindled  a  Council 
Fire,  &  expect  to  see  you  there  on  the  first  day  of  January,  which 
will  be  the  beginning  of  the  next  moon. 
"Brethren: 

"  Be  not  afraid  to  Come ;  I  engage  on  the  part  of  this  Govern- 
ment that  you  shall  not  be  hurt,  and  if  you  are  apprehensive  of  any 
Danger  happening  to  your  Wives  and  Children  in  your  absence,  I 
desire  you  will  bring  them  along  with  you,  and  I  will  protect  them 
and  take  good  care  of  them. 
"  Brethren  : 

"  I  mean  this  invitation  to  come  to  Council,  not  only  for  you 
but  for  all  the  Indians  that  are  in  your  Neighbourhood,  &  desire 
you  will  send  Messengers  forthwith,  to  invite  them  to  it  in  my 
Name  ;  and  I  expect  a  large  number  will  Accompany  you  as  I  have 
many  matters  to  communicate  of  very  great  Consequence  to  all  the 
Indians. 
11  Brethren  : 

"  Hitherto  we  have  not  been  a  Warlike  People,  but  we  have  seen 
our  Error,  and  are  determined  to  act  with  Vigour,  and  let  the  In- 
dians see  we  are  capable  of  defending  of  ourselves  against  our  Ene- 
mys,  &  affording  our  Friends  and  Allies  the  Protection  they  have  a 
right  to  demand  of  us,  in  virtue  of  the  Treaties  subsisting  be- 
tween us. 

vol.  vi. — 48. 
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u  Brethren  : 

"  I  desire  you  will  not  hearken  to  any  Stories  that  may  be  told 
you,  to  the  prejudice  of  us  your  Brethren  ;  We  are  your  hearty 
Friends ;  We  propose  to  give  you  the  strongest  Marks  of  our  Con- 
fidence, and  whatever  you  hear  to  the  contrary,  give  no  Credit 
to  it. 

"  Brethren  : 

"  A  Company  of  Warriors  of  the  neighbouring  Province  of  Jer- 
sey found  some  Indians  near  a  place  where  mischief  had  been  just 
done  by  the  Enemy,  and  not  knowing  but  they  might  have  been 
concerned  in  that  Mischief,  they  took  them  up  and  confined  them. 
As  soon  as  I  heard  of  it  I  sent  a  Message  to  the  Governor  of  Jer- 
sey, and  desired  him  to  send  them  to  me ;  and  you  may  be  assured 
they  shall  be  well  taken  care  of,  and  if  I  find  them  innocent  I  will 
bring  them  with  me  to  the  Congress. 
"  Given  under  my  hand  &  the  Lesser  Seal  of  the  said  Province,  at 

Philadelphia,  the  eighth  day  of  December,  in  the  Year  of  our 

Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

"ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS." 

The  Instructions  from  Governor  Morris  to  Aaron  Dupui,  Esqr., 
Mr.  Benjamin  Shoemaker,  &  Mr.  Charles  Broadhead,  relating  to 
the  foregoing  Message  to  the  Indians  : 

"  Instructions  of  the  Honourable  R OBERT HUNTER  MORRIS, 

Esquire,  Lieutenant  Governor  &  Commander -in-  Chief  of  the 
Province  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Counties  of  Newcastle,  Kent,  & 
Sussex,  upon  Delaware, 

u  To  Aaron  Dupui,  Esq.,  Mr.  Benjamin  Shoemaker,  &  Mr. 
Charles  Brodhead,  of  the  County  of  Northampton  : 

u  Gentlemen  : 

"  I  give  you  the  Charge  of  a  Message  to  the  Sasquehannah  Indians, 
the  purport  of  which  is  to  invite  them  to  meet  at  John  Harris'  on 
the  First  of  January  next,  where  I  intend  to  hold  a  Council  with 
all  the  Friendly  Indians  I  can  collect  together,  and  as  it  ought  to  be 
delivered  as  soon  as  possible,  and  you  have  kindly  offered  your  ser- 
vice, I  must  desire  you  will  not  give  it  the  least  delay,  but  taking 
with  you  such  prudent  Persons  as  you  shall  judge  necessary  for  your 
safety,  proceed  directly  to  Wyomink. 

"  If  they  receive  the  Invitation  in  good  part,  and  you  find  them 
well  disposed  to  us  and  willing  to  come,  You  are  then  to  take  care 
that  Indian  Messengers  be  dispatched  with  the  Invitation  and 
String  of  Wampum   to    such    other   Indians    as    can  attend  that 

meeting. 

"  You  are  to  send  a  Messenger  immediately,  either  Indian  or 
White  man,  to  Philadelphia  to  acquaint  me  of  the  Time  that  they 
may  be  expected  at  Harris'. 
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"  In  case  the  Indians  cannot  be  got  together  or  offer  good  reasons 
that  they  cannot  be  ready  to  come  with  you  directly,  endeavor  to 
persuade  as  many  of  their  Chiefs  as  you  can  to  come,  and  desire 
the  rest  may  follow  as  soon  as  they  conveniently  can. 

"  But  if  they  give  you  a  cool  Reception  and  'decline  the  Invita- 
tion altogether,  then  you  are  to  endeavor  to  discover  their  true 
Sentiment  &  future  Designs  by  the  softest  and  most  prudent  methods 
in  your  Power,  but  if  these  have  not  the  desired  effect  then  you  are 
to  demand  an  explicit  &  positive  Declaration  whether  they  will  join 
with  us  or  no. 

"  As  soon  as  you  receive  a  determined  answer  either  favorable  or 
otherwise,  dispatch  a  trusty  and  proper  Messenger  to  Mr.  Hors- 
field  at  Bethlehem,  who  has  my  orders  to  send  it  forward  by  Express 
to  this  City. 

u  You  are  to  keep  an  exact  Diary  or  Journal  of  your  proceedings 
&  make  report  to  me  thereof  at  your  Return. 

"  You  are  to  conduct  &  accompany  the  Indians  from  Wyomink 
to  Harris'  Ferry,  &  take  care  that  they  be  well  treated,  &  that 
none  of  the  White  People  molest  or  give  them  any  uneasiness  in 
their  Journey;  and  when  you  draw  near  to  our  back  Settlements, 
You  are  to  dispatch  a  Messenger  to  me  at  Harris'  Ferry  to  acquaint 
me  when  I  am  to  expect  them  there. 

"  You  are  to  take  with  you  a  sufficient  quantity  of  the  best  White 
Wampum,  to  give  at  the  delivery  of  the  Message. 

"ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 

"Philadelphia,  8th  Decern*-  1755." 


At  a  Council  held  at  the  State  House,  the  10th  December, 
1755. 

PRESENT : 

JAMES  HAMILTON,  Esquire,  President. 
Robert  Strettell,  Joseph  Turner,  >  p,      • 

William  Logan,  Thomas  Cadwalader,  5      ^ 

Commissions  issued  to 
George  Reynolds,  Esquire,  Captain,      "J  For  a   Company  in    Leba- 
Jamuel  Alien,  Gentlcm.,  Lieutenant,   I     non  Township,  Lancaster 
William  Whiteside,  Gen'"  Ensign,       J      County. 

Henry  Wagoner,  Esq'*'  Captain,  ")  For  a   Company  in   Bethel 

Abraham  Hubler,  Gent"'-'  Lieutenant,  j      townsp«' Lancaster  County 
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At  a  Council  held  at  the  State  House,  the  16th  December,  1755, 

PRESENT : 

Robert  Strettell,     ,  Joseph  Turner,  1 F  ■  ' 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  Thomas  Cadwalader,  j       ^ 

The  following  Letters  and  Papers  received  by  Express  from 
Northampton  County,  informing  the  Grovernment  that  the  Indians 
had  began  hostilities  there,  were  read : 

A  Letter  to  the  Governor  from  Timothy  Sorsfeld,  Esq1' 

"  Bethlehem,  Decern'-  12th,  1755. 
"  May  it  please  your  Honour  : 

"  Sir  : — The  Inclosed  are  a  faithful  Translation  of  two  Original 
German  Letters  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Spangenberg,  which  are  just 
now  come  to  hand,  &  which  will  inform  your  Honour  of  the  par- 
ticulars, which  I  have  to  lay  before  you ;  Your  Honour  will  thereby 
see  what  Circumstances  we  are  in  in  these  parts.  I  would  also 
just  mention  to  your  Honour,  that  the  bearer  brings  along  with 
him  some  pieces  of  arms  which  fail  in  the  using,  and  which  makes 
the  people  afraid  to  take  them  in  hand.  I  pray  your  Honour  will 
take  it  into  your  further  Consideration  &  give  us  all  the  assistance 
that  lays  in  your  power. 

"I  am,  With  all  due  respect,  Your  Honour's  most  Obliged  hum- 
ble Servant, 

,  "TIM0-  HORSFIELD. 

"  P.  S. — I  have  sent  to  alarm  the  Country  with  all  the  expedi- 
tion possible,  but  when  we  have  the  people  we  have  no  proper  per- 
sons to  lead  them,  &  what  can  we  Expect  V 


A  Letter  from  Mr.  Naihanael  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Spang  enter g. 
"  Nazareth,  11th  December,  1755. 
"  Mr.  Bizman  who  just  now  came  from  the  Blue  Mountains,  & 
is  the  bearer  of  this  Letter,  will  tell  you  that  there  is  a  number  of 
200  Indians  about  Broadhead's  Plantation,  they  have  destroyed 
most  all  the  Plantations  thereabouts,  and  killed  several  Families  at 
Heoths.  You  will  be  so  kind  &  acquaint  Mr.  Horsen'eld  directly 
of  it,  that  he  may  send  a  Messenger  to  Philadelphia  &  let  all  our 
Neighbours  know  what  we  have  to  expect,  and  that  they  may  come 
to  our  Assistance. 

"NATHANAEL." 
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A  Letter  from  Mr.  Graff  to  the  Rev*'  Mr.  Sjpangenberg,  dated  11th 
December,  1755. 
"  An  hour  ago  came  Mr.  G-lotz  and  told  us  that  the  10th  Instant 
in  the  night  Hoeth's  Family  were  killed  by  the  Indians,  except  his 
Son  &  the  Smith,  who  made  their  Escape,  and  the  houses  burnt 
down.  Just  now  came  old  Mr.  Hartman,  with  his  Family,  who  also 
escaped,  and  they  say  that  all  the  neighbourhood  of  the  above  men- 
tioned Hoeth's,  viz*-:  Broadhead's,  Culvers',  McMichael's,  &  all 
Houses  and  Families  thereabouts  were  attacked  by  the  Indians  at 
Daylight  and  burnt  down  by  them. 

"  Mr.  Culvers'  and  Hartman's  Family  are  come  to  us  with  our 
Waggons  &  lodge  partly  here  in  Nazareth,  partly  in  the  Tavern. 
Our  Waggons,  which  were  to  fetch  some  Corn,  were  met  by  Cul- 
vers 3  Miles  this  side  his  House,  and  when  they  heard  this  shocking 
News  they  resolved  to  return  &  to  carry  these  poor  People  to  Naza- 
reth. They  say  also  that  the  number  of  Indians  is  above  Two  hun- 
dred. We  want  to  hear  your  good  advice  what  to  do  in  this  present 
Situation  &  Circumstances,  and  desire  if  possible  your  assistance. 

"  GRAFF. 

"  Nazareth,  11th  Decern"'  1755." 


A  Sec*-  Letter  to  the  Governor  from  Timothy  ITorffeld,  Esq*' 
"May  it  please  your  Honour: 

"  Sir: — I  have  dispatched  an  Express  this  Morning  to  your  Honour 
in  Philadelphia  to  inform  you  of  the  Circumstances  we  are  in. 
But  since  hearing  that  you  was  in  New  York,  I  thought  it  my  Duty 
to  dispatch  another  Messenger  with  this,  thinking  it  might  yet  find 
your  Honour  there. 

"In  the  night  an  Express  arrived  from  Nazareth,  acquaint*  me 
that  there  is  certainly  People  now  in  Nazareth  who  fled  for  their 
Lives,  and  informs  us  that  one  Heoth  and  his  Family  are  cut  oft', 
only  two  escaping,  &  the  Houses,  &ca->  of  Heoth,  Brodhead,  and 
others,  are  actually  laid  in  Ashes,  &  People  from  all  Quarters  flying 
for  their  Lives,  &  the  common  report  is  that  the  Indians  are  200 
Strong. 

"  Your  Honour  can  easily  Guess  at  the  Trouble  and  Consterna- 
tion we  must  be  in  on  this  Occasion  in  these  parts.  As  to  Bethle- 
hem, we  have  taken  all  the  Precaution  in  our  Power  for  our  Defence j 
we  have  taken  all  our  little  Infants  from  Nazareth  to  Bethlehem 
for  the  greater  Security,  and  these,  with  the  rest  of  our  Children, 
are  near  800  in  number.  Altho'  our  gracious  King  <v.  Parliament 
have  been  pleased  to  exempt  those  amongst  us  of  tender  Conscience 
from  bearing  Arms,  yet  there  are  many  amongst  us  who  make  no 
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scruple  of  Defending  themselves  against  such  cruel  Savages.  But,, 
Alas !  what  can  we  do,  having  very  few  Amis  &  little  or  no  Am- 
munition,  &  we  are  now  as  it  were  become  the  Frontier,  and  as  we 
are  circumstanced,  our  Family  being  so  large  it  is  impossible  for  us 
to  retire  to  any  other  place  for  Security. 

"I  doubt  not  your  Honour's  goodness  will  lead  you  to  consider 
the  Distress  we  are  in,  &  speedily  to  afford  us  what  relief  shall  be 
thought  necessary  against  these  merciless  Savages. 

"  I  am,  with  all  due  respect,  Your  Honour's  most  obedient  h'ble. 
Serv1'  TIM0- HORSFIELD. 

"Bethlehem,  12th  Decern'-'  1755. 

"  P.  S. — Heoth's,  Broadhead's,  &C1-'  are  situate  a  few  miles  over  the 
Blue  Mountains  about  25  or  30  Miles  from  hence/' 


An  Affidavit  talcen  at  Philips  Burgh  in  these  icords : 
"Colonel: 

"  Joseph  Stout  received  one  Express  this  morning  by  a  young 
man  from  that  place,  where  John  Carmeckle  &  Broadhead  lives 
back  of  Samuel  Dupues,  where  they  were  attacked  Yesterday  about 
11  o'Glock,  where  the  Barn  &  Barracks  was  on  fire,  &  heard  the 
Guns  a  firing  (for  Broadhead  had  Barracaded  his  House),  &  there 
was  several  People  killed,  and  I  fled  to  Jno.  Anderson  for  help ;  & 
as  near  as  I  could  think  there  was  an  hundred  Enemy  that  appeared 
to  me,  and  was  in  White  People's  cloathing — only  a  few  Match 
Coats. 

"  Sworn  before  me  this  12th  Day  of  December,  1755. 

"HENRY  COLE. 

"  Col.  Stout : — I  desire  you  would  come  up  directly  with  your 
Regiment  till  you  and  I  see  if  we  can  save  our  Country.  Your 
Compliance  will  oblige  your  real  friend, 

"JOHN  ANDERSON. 
"  Philips  Burgh." 


A  Deposition  of  John  Mich1,  Ifute's  taken  he/ore  William  Parsons, 

Esqr. 
"The  12th  Day  of  December,  1755,  Personally  appeared  before 
me,  William  Parsons,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace 
for  the  County  of  Northampton,  Michael  Hute,  aged  about  21 
Ifears,  who  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty 
God,  did  depose  &  declare  that  last  Wednesday  about  6  of  the  Clock, 
Afternoon,  a  Company  of  Indians  about  5  in  Number  attacked  the 
House  of  Frederick  Heoth  about  12  miles  Eastward  from  Gnaden- 
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hutten  on  Pocho  Poclito  Creek.  That  the  family  being  at  Supper 
the  Indians  shot  into  the  House  &  wounded  a  Woman;  at  the  next 
shot  they  killed  Frederick  Heoth  himself,  &  shot  several  times 
more,  whereupon  all  ran  out  of  the  House  that  could.  The  Indians 
immediately  set  fire  to  the  House,  Mill,  and  Stables.  Heoth's 
Wife  ran  into  the  Bakehouse,  which  was  also  set  on  Fire.  The 
poor  Woman  ran  out  thro'  the  Flames,  and  being  very  much  burnt 
she  ran  into  the  Water  and  their  dyed.  The  Indians  cut  her  belly 
open,  and  used  her  otherwise  inhumanly.  They  killed  and  scalped 
a  Daughter,  and  he  thinks  that  three  other  Children  who  were  of 
the  Family  were  burnt.  Three  of  Heoth's  Daughters  are  missing 
with  another  Woman,  who  are  supposed  to  be  carried  off.  In  the 
Action  one  Indian  was  killed  &  another  wounded;  and  further  this 
Deponent  saith  not. 

"JOHN  MICHAEL  HUTE. 
"  Sworn  at  Easton  the  day  and  Year  above  said,  Before  me, 

a  wM-  PARSONS." 


The  Deposition  of  Jno.  McMicliael  and  others,  taken  hefore  Wil- 
liam Parsons,  Esqr.,  at  Easton. 
"The  12th  Day  of  December,  1755,  Personally  appeared  before 
me,  William  Parsons,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace 
for  the  County  of  Northampton,  John  McMicliael,  Henry  Dysert, 
James  Tidd,  &  Job  Bakehorn,  jr.,  who  being  duly  sworn  on  the 
Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  did  depose  and  declare,  that 
Yesterday  about  3  of  the  Clock,  afternoon,  two  Indian  Men  came 
from  towards  Broadhead's  House,  who  fired  at  these  Deponents  and 
several  others,  who  returned  the  fire  and  made  the  Indians  turn  off. 
And  the  said  Deponents,  James  Tidd  and  Job  Bakehorn,  further 
said,  that  as  they  were  going  round  the  Stack  Yard  of  the  said  Mc- 
Micliael, where  they  all  were,  they  saw,  as  they  verily  believe,  at 
least  4  Indians  on  their  knees,  about  twenty  perches  from  the  Stack 
Yard,  who  fired  at  the  Deponents.  And  these  Deponents  further 
say,  that  they  were  engaged  in  manner  aforesaid  with  the  Indians 
at  least  three  Quarters  of  an  hour.  And  these  Deponents,  John 
McMicliael  and  Henry  Dysert  further  say,  that  they  saw  the  Barn 
of  the  said  Broadhead's  on  fire  about  nine  of  the  Clock  in  the 
morning,  which  continued  Burning  till  they  left  the  House,  being 
about  4,  afternoon,  and  that  they  heard  shooting  and  crying  at 
Broadhead's  House  almost  the  whole  Day,  and  that  when  they  left 
McMichael's  House,  the  Dwelling  House  of  said  Broa.lhead,  was  yet 
nnburnt,  being,  as  they  supposed,  defended  by  the  people  within 
it.  And  the  Deponents,  James  Tidd  &  Job  Bakehorn,  further 
say,  that  they  did  not  come  to  McMichael's  House  till  about  ;>  in 
the  afternoon,  when  they  could  see  the  Barn  and  Barracks  of  the 
said  Broadhead's  on  fire.     And  these  Deponents  further  say  that 
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they  did  not  see  any  one  killed  on  either  side?  but  James  Garlant- 
house,  one  of  their  Company,  was  shot  through  the  Hand  &  Armf 
and  further  these  Deponents  say  not. 

The  mark  of 
"JN°- if  McMICHAEL, 

The  mark  of 
"HENRY  //DYSERT, 

The  mark  of 
"JAMES  X  TIDD, 
"JOB  B ACORN. 

"  Sworn  at  Easton  the  Day  and  Year  aforesaid,  Before  me, 

"WILLM-  PARSONS/' 


A  Letter  to  Governor  Morris  from  Conrad  Weiser,  Esquire. 
"  Honoured  Sir : 

"  Notwithstanding  my  hurry  in  leaving  Philadelphia,  I  got  no 
further  than  here,  being  obliged  to  stop  by  the  way,  especially  in 
this  County,  to  consult  with  some  of  the  Magistrates  and  others 
about  the  present  alarm  of  Broadheads,  &ca'  being  cut  off  according 
to  a  Warrant  to  the  Constables  of  the  County  of  Northampton  by 
Justice  Horsfield.  The  People  of  this  Town  and  County  are  in 
very  great  Consternation.  Most  of  this  Town  are  but  day  labourers,, 
owing  Money,  are  about  to  leave  it,  they  have  nothing  at  all  where- 
with to  support  their  Familys.  All  Trade  is  stoped.,  and  they  can 
get  no  employment,  and  without  the  Govern'-  takes  about  30  or  40 
of  them  into  pay  to  guard  this  Town,  they  must  go  off  and  the  rest 
will  think  themselves  unsafe  to  stay,  &  the  back  Inhabitants  will 
have  no  place  of  Security  left  for  their  Wives  and  Children  when  they 
are  out  either  against  their  enemy,  or  taking  care  of  their  Plantations 
&  Cattle,  &  when  things  should  come  to  Extremity.  I  have  signed 
a  Recommendation  for  a  Captain's  Commission  to  John  Lesher  in 
01  sy,  one  Conrad  Care  for  Lieuten'-  &  Eberhard  Martin  for  Ensign 
should  have  been  included.  John  Lesher  had  a  Captain's  Commis- 
sion from  your  Honour  before  the  Act  was  made.  I  gave  it  to  him 
according  to  your  Honour's  direction.  I  would  be  so  free  as  to 
recommend  Jonas  Seeley,  Esqr.,  for  a  fit  person  to  serve  the  Province 
as  an  Officer  in  Companys  that  will  be  employed  as  outscout;  he  is 
a  man  of  Conduct  and  Courage  j  the  same  I  can  say  of  Mr.  Christian 
Bussey,  the  Doctor  of  this  Town ;  he  is  a  hearty  and  very  worthy 
person,  has  neither  Wife  nor  Child,  and  will  do  all  what  he  can  to 
recommend  himself  to  the  Government.  This  Country  is  in  a  dis- 
mal Condition  :  believe  me,  kind  Sir,  that  it  cant  hold  out  long. 
Consternation,  Poverty,  Confusion  Parties  is  every  where.  If  no 
haste  is  made  for  our  Relief,  I  cannot  stay  but  must  move  with  my 
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Family  to  any  Place  of  better  Security  than  this.     I  can  add  nothing 
agreeable,  must  therefore  conclude,  who  am, 

"  Honoured  Sir,  Your  very  obedient, 

"  CONRAD  WEISER. 
"  Reading,  December  13th,  1755." 


A  Letter  to  the  Rouble  Jcf  Hamilton  &  Benj*-  Franhlin,  Fsq™  from 
Wm-  Parsons,  Esq. 

"  Easton,  December  15th,  1755. 
"  Honoured  Sirs : 

"  I  make  bold  to  trouble  you  once  more,  and  it  is  not  unlikely 
that  it  may  be  the  last  time.  The  Settlers  on  this  side  of  the 
Mountain  all  along  the  River  side,  are  actually  removed,  and  we 
are  now  the  Frontier  of  this  part  of  the  Country.  Our  poor  people 
of  this  Town  have  quite  expended  their  little  substance  &  are 
quite  wearied  out  with  watching,  and  were  all  along  in  hopes  the 
Government  would  have  taken  some  measures  for  their  Relief  & 
for  the  security  of  the  Town.  But  now  seeing  themselves  as  well 
as  the  Town  neglected,  they  are  moving  away  as  fast  as  they  can. 
So  that  if  we  have  not  help  nor  no  orders  from  the  Commissioners 
to  use  means  to  get  help  in  a  day  or  two,  We  shall  every  one  of  us 
be  obliged  to  leave  the  Town  &  all  we  have  in  it  to  the  fury  of  the 
Enemy,  who,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  are  lurking  about  withiu 
sight  of  us.  Besides  the  Losses  which  I  have  reason  to  sustain  in 
this  general  Calamity,  I  have  expended  what  little  stock  of  Cash 
I  had,  in  Publick  Services,  so  that  I  am  obliged  to  send  this  by  a 
private  hand,  not  being  able  to  pay  a  person  to  go  express  with  it. 
Pray  do  something  or  give  some  order  for  our  speedy  relief,  or  the 
whole  country  will  be  entirely  ruined.  If  you  had  but  given  En- 
couragements to  some  Persons  that  you  could  have  confided  in,  for 
their  Employing  people  just  for  our  present  Defence,  'till  you  could 
have  agreed  on  a  general  Plan,  all  this  part  of  the  Country  might 
have  been  saved  which  is  now  entirely  lost,  &  the  Enemy  are  still 
perpetrating  further  and  further,  and  if  immediate  measures  are  not 
taken,  they  will  very  soon  be  within  sight  of  Philad1-  This  is  my 
real  opinion,  for  all  the  Country  is  flying  before  them  and  no  means 
are  employed  to  stop  them. 
"I  am,  Honoured  Sirs,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

«WM-  PARSONS." 
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At  a  Council  held  at  the  State  House;  the  25th  December,  1755, 
P.  M. 


} 


PRESENT : 

Robert  Strettell,  William  Logan, 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  Doctor  Cadwallader,  J>Esqrs. 

Joseph  Turner, 

The  Secretary  read  a  Letter  directed  to  the  Governor,  &  in  his 
absence  to  be  opened  by  the  Committee,  from  Conrad  Weiser,  who 
was  sent  with  a  Message  from  the  Governor  to  invite  the  Indians 
on  the  West  Branch  of  Sasquehannah  to  meet  the  Governor  at  the 
proposed  Indian  Treaty  at  Harris'  Ferry,  But  the  Governor  being 
daily  expected  in  Town  from  New  York  the  Council  don't  think  it 
proper  to  give  it  any  other  answer  but  that  notice  be  given  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  Council  to  Conrad  Weiser  that  he  don't  for  the  future 
direct  his  Letters  so  improperly  as  to  be  opened  in  the  absence  of 
the  Governor  by  the  Committee  or  any  others  than  by  the  President 
&  Council. 


A  Letter  to   Governor  Morris  from   Conrad  Weiser,  Esqr. 
"  Honoured  Sir  : 

"  Last  night  I  arrived  from  John  Harris'  Ferry,  and  herewith 
inform  you  that  I  did  not  reach  my  home  in  Heidleburgh,  Berks 
Cy',  till  the  fourteenth  of  this  instant.  I  set  out  on  the  16th  from 
Harris'  Ferry,  where  I  found  no  Indians  but  the  Old  Belt  and  an- 
other Sinicker,  called  commonly  Broken  Thigh,  a  lame  man. 

"  Their  Young  men,  about  six  or  seven  in  number,  being  sent 
out  by  John  Harris  to  fetch  Scalps  from  Ohio,  but  stopt  at  Augh- 
wick  by  Mr.  Croghan,  I  sent  for  Thomas  McKee,  John  Carson,  and 
Samuel  Hunter  to  John  Harris'  to  consult  with  them  how  to  send 
your  Honour's  Message  to  the  Indians  on  the  West  Branch  of  Sas- 
quehannah. They  recommended  one  Hugh  Crawford  to  me,  on 
whom  I  prevailed  to  go  to  Aughwick  with  the  Message,  and  from 
there  send  Indians  to  the  West  Branch  of  Sasquehannah  with  it, 
and  if  the  Indians  thought  it  adviseable  to  go  with  them  and  con- 
duct them  down  the  river,  either  himself  or  James  Pattison  (who  is 
to  go  along  with  him  to  Aughwick).  I  had  the  two  old  Indians  in 
Council  with  me.  They  received  the  Message  from  me,  and  Hugh 
Crawford  received  the  Wampum  I  gave  &  necessaries  for  them  and 
the  written  invitation  from  me,  in  presence  of  the  above  named  Gen- 
tlemen.    I  hope  he  will  go  thro'  with  it. 

"Upon  my  first  arrival  at  John  Harris'  I  gave  a  string  of  Wam- 
pum to  the  two  old  Indians  above  mentioned,  requesting  them  to 
look  upon  me  as  a  publick  Messenger  from  their  Brother  Onas, 
and  desired  them  in  his  behalf  to  let  me  know  all  that  they  knew 
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about  this  Warr  and  who  it  was  that  murdered  Onas'  people,  and 
for  what  reason  ? 

"  Next  morning  they  made  answer  to  the  following  purport. 
( Brother :  We  are  very  glad  to  see  you  here  once  more  at  these  trou- 
blesome times.  We  look  upon  you  as  our  Brother  Onas'  Messenger 
as  we  always  did.  The  author  of  the  Murder  of  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania  is  Onontio  ;  he  employs  his  Children  for  that  purpose, 
and  they  came  to  this  River  (Sasquehanah)  to  murder.  We  are 
sorry  to  tell  you  that  they  have  prevailed  upon  our  Cousins,  the 
Delawares,  living  about  half  way  from  Shamokin  to  Schautowano, 
(Wayomack),  in  a  Town  called  Nescopeckon.  Them  Indians  have 
given  their  Town  (in  defiance  of  us  their  Uncle's)  to  Onontio's 
Children  as  a  place  of  their  Rendevous,  and  had  undertaken  to 
join  and  guide  them  the  way  to  the  English.  That  thereupon  the 
Sheckelemy's  and  others  of  the  Six  Nations  fled  towards  the  Six 
Nation  Country ;  That  a  Report  was  spread  among  the  Delawares 
on  that  river,  that  the  Pennsylvanians  were  coming  with  thousands 
to  destroy  the  Indians  on  Sasquehannah,  which  had  occasioned  the 
Six  Nation  Indians  before  named  to  fly  because  they  would  not 
fight  against  their  Brethren  nor  against  the  Indians,  &  that  every 
thing  was  in  a  great  Confusion. 

"  I  am,  Honoured  Sir,  Your  most  obedient, 

"  CONRAD  WEISER. 
"  Heidleburg,  in  the  County  of  Berks,  Decemr*  22,  1755. 

"  P.  S. — Your  Honour  will  have  heard  by  this  time  that  Paxton 
people  took  an  enemy  Indian  on  the  other  side  of  the  Narrows 
above  Samuel  Hunter's  and  brought  him  down  to  Carson's  House, 
where  they  examining  him,  The  Indian  begged  his  Life  and  prom- 
ised to  tell  all  what  he  knew  to-morrow  morning,  but  (shocking  to 
me)  they  shott  him  in  the  midst  of  them,  scalped  him  aud  threw 
his  Body  into  the  River.  The  Old  Belt  told  me  that  as  a  child  of 
Onontio  he  deserved  to  be  killed,  but  that  he  would  have  been 
very  glad  if  they  had  delivered  him  up  to  the  Governor  in  order  to 
be  examined  stricter  and  better. 

"  I  am,  Honoured  Sir,  Your  most  obedient, 

"CONRAD  WEISER. 

"  Decern'-  y*  22,  1755. 

"  To  Governor  Morris." 

A  Letter  was  likewise  read  directed  to  Governor  Morris  from 
Mr.  Hamilton,  giving  a  detail  of  affairs  done  by  him  at  the  Com- 
mittee at  Easton  : 

A  Letter  to   Governor  Morris  from  Mr.  Hamilton. 

"Easton,  Monday  Evening,  Decr-  25,  1756, 
"Dear  Sir: 

"  The  Commissioners  came  to  this  Town  on  Saturday  Evening, 


764  MINUTES  OF  THE 

where  we  found  the  Country  under  the  greatest  Consternation,  & 
every  thing  that  has  been  said  of  the  distress  of  the  Inhabitants, 
more  than  verified  upon  our  own  view.  The  Country  along  the 
Biver  is  absolutely  deserted  from  this  place  to  Broadhead's,  nor  can 
there  be  the  least  Communication  between  us  and  them  but  by 
large  Parties  of  armed  Men,  every  body  being  afraid  to  venture 
without  that  security,  so  that  we  have  had  no  accounts  from  thence 
for  several  days.  Broadhead's  was  stoutly  defended  by  his  sons 
and  others,  till  the  Indians  thought  fit  to  retire  without  being  able 
to  take  it,  or  set  it  on  fire,  tho'  they  frequently  attempted  it,  it  is 
thought  several  of  them  were  killed  in  the  attacks,  but  that  is  not 
known  with  certainty. 

"  We  have  now  here  upwards  of  100  Men,  being  the  Companies 
of  Captf1*  Aston,  Captain  Trump,  and  Captn«  McGlaughlin,  and  are 
impatiently  expecting  more  from  below,  for  the  people  here  are  not 
very  numerous,  &  are  besides  very  backward  in  entery  into  the  Ser- 
vice, tho'  the  Encouragement  is  great,  and  one  would  think  they 
would  gladly  embrace  the  opportunity  of  revenging  themselves  on 
the  authors  of  their  ruin ;  but  the  terror  that  has  seized  them,  is 
so  great,  or  their  Spirits  so  small,  that  unless  men  come  from  other 
parts  of  the  Province  I  despair  of  getting  such  a  number  here  as 
will  be  sufficient  to  Garrison  the  Block  Houses  we  proposed  to  build 
over  the  Hills,  whither  we  intended  to  have  gone  to-morrow,  but 
that  our  Provision  Waggons  are  not  come  up,  and  that  we  have  not 
men  enough  for  the  above  mentioned  purposes. 

"  I  understand  that  Aaron  Dupui  is  still  at  home,  &  that  it  is 
very  unlikely  that  he  will  be  able  to  leave  his  House  in  this  time 
of  Distress,  to  carry  your  Message  to  Wyoming,  so  that  I  believe 
the  Expectations  of  the  Treaty  will  fall  to  the  Ground,  nor  does 
any  body  either  here  or  there  believe  we  have  a  single  Indian  that 
may  be  called  a  Friend,  nor  do  I  see  a  possibility  of  getting  that 
Message  conveyed  to  them  from  hence,  even  supposing  they  were 
ffriends ;  every  body  is  so  afraid  of  stirring  a  step  without  a  strong 
guard. 

"  I  heartily  wish  you  were  at  Liberty  to  declare  Warr  against 
them,  and-  offer  large  rewards  for  Scalps,  which  appears  the  only 
way  to  clear  our  Frontiers  of  those  Savages,  &  will,  I  am  persuaded 
be  infinitely  cheapest  in  the  end  ;  For  I  clearly  forsee  the  expence 
of  defending  ourselves  in  the  way  we  are  in  will  ruin  the  province, 
and  be  far  from  effectual  at  last,  principally  for  want  of  a  Good 
Militia  Law  by  which  the  men  might  be  subjected  to  discipline,  for 
at  present  they  enter  themselves  and  then  leave  their  Captains  at 
their  own  humour,  without  a  person  in  the  Officers  to  punish  them 
for  that  or  any  other  Misbehaviour. 

"  I  have  Commissioned  several  Captains  here,  who  engage  to 
raise  men,  but  principally  two,  who  have  undertaken  to  range  the 
Country  between  the  two  Branches  of  this  Biver,  for  the  Security  of 
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the  two  Irish  Settlements  in  hopes  that  those  who  had  defected  by 
the  whole  of  those  on  the  main  Branch,  may  be  induced  to  return 
to  their  Plantations,  which  after  all  I  very  much  question,  so  very 
great  are  their  apprehensions  of  the  Indians. 

"  I  cannot  say  for  certain  when  we  shall  leave  this  place,  that  de- 
pending on  the  coming  up  of  the  Provisions  and  our  getting  a 
sufficient  number  of  men ;  Many  of  those  already  here  not  being 
able  to  march  for  want  of  Shoes,  which  has  obliged  us  to  send  down 
for  a  Supply  to  Philadelphia. 

"  I  have  but  a  moment's  time  to  write,  the  Express  being  ready 
to  depart.  I  shall  from  time  to  time  keep  you  informed  of  any 
thing  that  may  be  worth  your  notice,  but  at  present  nothing  of  that 
kind  offers. 

"  I  am,  with  great  Respect,  Sir,  Your  most  obedt#  Servant, 

"JAMES  HAMILTON. 

*  Governor  Morris." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philada-  27th  December,  1755,  A.  M. 

present : 

The  Honble.  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esqr.,  Lieutenant 
Governor,  &ca- 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  Richard  Peters,         \  ^      .. 

"William  Logan,  Doctor  Cadwallader,  )  ■ 

The  Governor  acquainted  the  Council  with  his  having  attended 
the  Council  of  War  at  New  York,  in  persuance  of  General  Shirley's 
sumons  to  him,  and  which  the  result  of  the  Determinations  of  that 
Council  and  also  of  the  Council  of  several  of  the  Governors  who 
met  afterwards  to  consult  chiefly  on  Indian  Affairs,  so  far  as  he  was 
at  Liberty  to  communicate  to  them  such  Determinations,  it  having 
been  resolved  at  the  said  Council  of  War  that  the  principal  Ar- 
ticles in  the  plan  of  Operations  then  agreed  upon  should  for  the 
present  be  kept  secret. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philad"  the  29th  December,  1755,  P.  M. 

PRESENT : 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esq'"  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  &ca* 

Robert  Strettcll,  John  Mifflin,  ") 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  Doctor  Cadwalacftr,    >  Esquires. 

Richard  Peters,  J 

The  Governor  acquainted  the  Council  that  nine  setts  of  Officers 
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of  so  many  Companies  within  the  City  said  to  be  chosen  under  the 
Militia  Law  in  adding  a  sett  for  the  Artillery  Company,  had  been 
presented  to  him  in  the  Forenoon  for  his  Approbation  and  Commis- 
sions, but  without  returning  any  Certificate  of  their  Election,  or 
any  Lists  of  the  names  or  numbers  of  the  persons  of  which  the 
several  Companys  consisted  who  had  chosen  the  sd-  Officers  respec- 
tively, save  that  a  proper  List  had  been  returned  for  the  Northward, 
and  desired  the  Council's  opinion  whether  he  should  grant  Com- 
missons  to  the  said  Officers  without  having  the  Lists  of  the  Names 
of  their  respective  Companys,  as  formed  under  the  Act  presented 
to  him  with  the  Officers. 

The  Council  unanimously  declared  their  opinion  that  the  Com- 
panys should,  agreeable  to  the  Militia  Act,  be  first  formed,  and  that 
Lists  of  the  names  of  them  respectively  returned  to  the  Governor 
when  the  Officers  were  presented  to  him  for  his  Approbation,  in 
order  that  he  may  be  able  to  judge  whether  they  are  all  Freemen 
and  qualified  according  to  the  said  Law  for  choosing  Officers,  before 
he  grants  the  Commissions  to  the  Officers. 

The  Council  taking  into  Consideration  the  List  of  the  Comp5"* 
formed,  and  whose  names  are  in  the  said  List  returned  for  North- 
ward, do  approve  thereof,  and  recommend  it  to  the  Governor  to 
issue  the  Commissions  to  the  Officers  chosen  by  the  said  Company 
for  Northward,  viz*-:  John  Lawrence  Captn-'  Henry  Kepley  Lieut* •• 
and  Thos'  Lloyd  Ensign,  as  mentioned  in  the  said  return. 

And  also  a  List  of  the  Company  of  Freemen  of  the  City  to  the 
number  of  65,  who  have  voluntarily  associated  themselves  to  form 
a  Company  for  assisting  in  the  defence  of  the  City,  being  now  pre- 
sented to  the  Governor,  with  their  Officers  by  them  chosen,  as  in 
the  said  List,  viz'-:  William  Vanderspiegle  Captn-'  William  Henry 
1st  Lieut'-'  Joseph  Wood  2nd  Lieutenant,  and  John  Blackwood 
Ensign,  the  Council  approve  thereof  &  recommend  it  to  the  Gover- 
nor to  grant  Commissions  to  the  said  Officers  accordingly. 

And  all  the  said  Commissions  were  ordered  to  be  made  out 
accordingly. 

Then  was  read  a  Narrative  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Incur- 
sions and  Ravages  made  by  the  French  and  Indians  to  this  day, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  entered. 

11 A  Brief  Narrative  of  the  Incursions  and  Ravages  of  the  French 
&  Indians  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania. 

"Oct*  18th,  1755.  A  party  of  Indians  fell  upon  the  Inhabitants 
on  Mahanahy  Creek  that  runs  into  the  river  Sasquehannah  about 
live  Miles  Lower  $an  the  Great  Fork  made  by  the  Junction  of  the 
two  main  Branches  of  that  river,  killed  and  carried  off  twenty-five 
persons,  &  burnt  and  destroyed  their  Buildings  and  Improvements, 
and  the  whole  settlement  was  deserted. 
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"23rd.  Forty-six  of  the  Inhabitants  on  Sasquehannah  went  to 
Shamokin  to  enquire  of  the  Indians  there  who  they  were  who  had 
so  cruelly  fallen  upon  and  ruined  the  Settlements  on  Mahanaliv 
Creek,  but  as  they  were  repassing  Mahanahy  Creek  on  their  return 
from  Shamokin  they  were  fired  upon  by  some  Indians  who  lay  in 
Ambush,  and  four  were  killed,  four  drowned,  &  the  rest  put  to 
flight,  on  which  all  the  Settlements  between  Shamokin  &  Hunter's 
mill  for  the  space  of  50  Miles  along  the  River  Sasquehannah  were 
deserted. 

"31st.  An  Indian  Trader  and  two  other  men  in. the  Tuscarora 
Valley  were  killed  by  Indians,  and  their  Houses,  k^'  burnt,  on 
which  most  of  the  Settlers  fled  and  abandoned  their  Plantations. 

"Novemr-  2nd.  The  Settlemts-  in  the  Great  Cove  attacked,  their 
Houses  burnt,  sis  Persons  murdered  and  seventeen  carried  away, 
and  the  whole  broke  up  and  destroy'd. 

"  3rd.  Two  women  are  carried  away  from  Conegochege  by  the 
Indians,  &  the  same  day  the  Canalaways  and  little  Cove,  two  other 
considerable  settlemts-  were  attacked  by  them,  their  Houses  burnt, 
&  the  whole  Settlements  deserted. 

"16th.  A  Party  of  Indians  crossed  the  Sasquehannah  and  fell 
.upon  the  County  of  Berks,  murdered  13  Persons,  burnt  a  great 
number  of  Houses,  destroyed  vast  quantities  of  Cattle,  Grain,  and 
Fodder,  and  laid  waste  a  large  extent  of  Country. 

"21st.  A  fine  Settlement  of  Moravians,  called  Gnadenhuttcn, 
situate  in  Northampton  County,  on  the  West  Branch  of  the  river 
Delaware,  was  attack'd,  six  of  them  killed,  and  their  Dwelling 
Houses,  Meetinghouse,  and  all  their  Outhouses  burnt  to  Ashes, 
with  all  the  Grain,  Hay,  Horses,  and  upwards  of  forty  head  of  fat 
Cattle  that  were  under  Cover. 

"Decern1--  During  all  this  Month  the  Indians  have  been  burning 
and  destroying  all  before  them  in  the  County  of  Northampton,  and 
have  already  burnt  fifty  Houses  here,  murdered  above  one  hundred 
Persons,  &  are  still  continuing  their  Ravages,  Murders,  and  De- 
vastations, &  have  actually  overrun  and  laid  waste  a  great  part  of 
that  County,  even  as  far  as  within  twenty  miles  of  Eastou,  its 
chief  Town.  And  a  large  Body  of  Indians,  under  the  Direction  of 
French  Officers,  have  fixed  their  head  Quarters  within  the  Borders 
of  that  County  for  the  better  security  of  their  Prisoners  and 
Plunder. 

"This  is  a  brief  account  of  the  progress  of  these  Savages  since 
the  Eighteenth  day  of  October,  on  which  day  was  committed  the 
first  Inroad  ever  made  by  Indians  upon  this  Province  since  its  first 
Settlement,  and  in  consequence  here  of  all  our  Frontier  Country, 
which  extends  from  the  River  Patowmae  to  the  River  Delaware, 
not  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  length  and  between 
twenty  and  thirty  in  breadth,  but  not  fully  settled,  has  been  entirely 
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deserted,  the  Houses  and  improvements  reduced  to  Ashes,  the  Cat- 
tle, Horses,  Grain,  Goods,  &  Effects  of  the  Inhabitants  either 
destroyed,  burned,  or  carried  off  by  the  Indians.  Whilst  the  poor 
Planters,  with  their  Wives,  Children,  and  servants,  who  could  get 
away,  being  without  arms  or  any  kind  of  Defence,  have  been  obliged 
in  this  severe  season  of  the  Year  to  abandon  their  Habitations  naked 
and  without  any  support,  and  threw  themselves  on  the  Charity  of 
the  other  Inhabitants  within  the  interior  Parts  of  the  Province,  upon 
whom  they  are  very  heavy  Burthen. 

u  Such  shocking  Descriptions  are  given  by  those  who  have  escaped 
of  the  horrid  Cruelties  and  indecencies  committed  by  these  merciless 
Savages  on  the  Bodies  of  the  unhappy  wretches  who  fell  into  their 
Barbarous  hands,  especially  the  Women,  without  regard  to  Sex  or 
Age  as  far  exceeds  those  related  of  the  most  abandoned  Pirates ; 
Which  has  occasioned  a  general  Consternation  and  has  struck  so 
great  a  Pannick  and  Damp  upon  the  Spirits  of  the  people,  that 
hitherto  they  have  not  been  able  to  make  any  considerable  resist- 
ance or  stand  against  the  Indians. 

"  All  our  accounts  agree  in  this  that  the  French,  since  the  defeat 
of  General  Braddock,  have  gained  over  to  their  Interest  the  Dela- 
wares,  Shawonese,  and  many  other  Indian  Nations  formerly  in  our 
Alliance,  and  on  whom,  thro'  fear  and  their  large  promises  of  Be-' 
wards  for  Scalps  and  assurances  of  re-instating  them  in  the  Posses- 
sion of  the  Lands  they  have  sold  to  the  English,  they  have  prevailed 
to  take  up  Arms  against  us,  and  to  join  heartily  with  them  in  the 
execution  of  the  ground  they  have  been  long  meditating  of  obtain- 
ing, the  possession  of  all  the  Country  between  the  river  Ohio  and 
the  river  Susquehannah,  and  to  secure  that  possession  by  building 
a  strong  Fort  at  Shamokin,  which  by  its  so  advantageous  situation 
at  the  Conflux  of  the  two  main  Branches  of  Susquehannah  (one 
whereof  interlocks  with  the  waters  of  the  Ohio,  and  the  other  heads 
in  the  Center  of  the  Country  of  the  Six  Nations)  will  command  and 
make  the  French  entire  Masters  of  all  that  entensive,  rich  and  fer- 
tile Country  and  of  all  the  Trade  with  the  Indians.  And  from 
whence  they  can  at  pleasure  enter  and  annoy  our  Territories,  and 
put  an  effectual  stop  to  he  future  extention  of  our  Settlements  on 
that  Quarter,  not  to  mention  the  many  other  obvious  Mischiefs  and 
fatal  Consequences  that  must  attend  their  having  a  Fort  at  Sha- 
mokin. 

"  Note. — Some  Fachines  have  been  lately  discovered  floating  down 
the  River  Susquehannah  a  little  below  Shamokin,  by  which,  as  the 
Indians  were  never  known  to  use  Fachines,  it  is  conjectured  the 
French  have  begun  and  are  actually  building  a  Fort  at  that  most  im- 
portant place. 

"Philada.,  29th  December,  1755." 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philad*.  30th  Decern'-,  1755,  P.  M. 

PRESENT. 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esq'-  Lieu- 

ten'-  Covr#,  &<*•  * 

Robert  Strettell,  Richard  Peters,        ^ 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  Benjamin  Chew,        >  Esqrs. 

Joseph  Turner,  Doctr"  Cadwalader,    ) 

The  Governor  laid  before  the  Council  a  Return  of  the  Election 
of  the  several  Officers  chosen  for  nine  Companys  of  the  .proposed 
City  militia,  subscribed  and  returned  by  two  Freemen  of  each  ward 
in  and  for  which  the  said  Companys  were  formed,  and  desired  their 
opinion  whether  such  certificate  was  sufficient  to  justify  him  in 
granting  Commissions  to  such  of  the  Officers  mention'd  in  the  said 
return  as  he  should  personally  approve  of,  &  that  if  they  inclined  to 
alter  the  mode  settled  by  the  Council  in  the  Minute  of  Yesterday 
that  they  would  assign  their  reasons  for  making  such  alterations. 

The  said  return  being  read  and  the  Council  taking  the  same  into 
Consideration,  and  that  the  Militia  act  having  prescribed  no  form 
of  making  the  Returns  of  the  Election  of  the  Officers  of  the  Com- 
panys to  be  formed  under  the  same  Act,  And  it  being  represented 
'  to  the  Council  that  many  of  the  Freemen  of  whom  the  said  nine 
Companys  consist  were  under  strong  tho'  unreasonable- apprehen- 
sions of  suffering  some  Damage  by  their  names  being  particularly 
mentioned  in  the  returns  of  the  Election  of  their  Officers,  and  that 
it  was  not  usual  to  return  the  names  of  the  several  associated  Com- 
panys for  the  City  5  when  they  presented  their  Officers  to  the  Gov- 
ernor for  his  approbation  in  the  late  War,  and  the  Council  being 
desirous  to  throw  as  few  obstacles  as  possible  in  the  way  of  the  Free- 
men of  the  Province  forming  into  Companys  and  improving  them- 
selves in  Military  Discipline.  All  the  Council  present  (except  Mr. 
Shoemaker,  who  adheres  to  the  Minute  of  Yesterday),  think  it  ad- 
visable for  the  Governor  to  accept  of  the  said  Return  of  the  Elec- 
tions of  the  several  Officers  mentioned  therein,  &  recommends  it  to 
his  Honour  to  issue  Commissions  to  the  said  Officers  accordingly, 
or  such  of  them  as  he  shall  personally  approve  of,  except  those  for 
the  Artillery  Company,  which  they  think  should  be  farther  consid- 
ered of. 

And  the  names  of  all  the  Officers  mentioned  in  the  said  Return 
being  read  and  distinctly  considered  by  the  Governor,  with  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Council,  ordered,  that  Commissions  be  prepared  and  im- 
mediately issued  to  all  the  said  Officers  in  the  said  return  mentioned, 
except  Daniel  Reundle  and  George  Bryan  and  those  for  the  Artillery 
Company. 

The  Governor  informed  the  Council  that  he  had  Reason  to  be- 
lieve there  were  now,  or  would  be  very  soon,  a  une  Friendly  Indians 
Vol.  vi.— 49. 


770 


MINUTES  OF  THE 


at  Harris'  Ferry  with  whom  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  hold  a 
Conference,  and  that  he  proposed  to  set  out  to-morrow,  and  having 
given  Notice  of  his  Journey  to  Mr.  Hamilton  and  the  other  Pro- 
vincial Commissioners  at  Easton,  he  expected  they  would  come  up 
to  him  at  Reading  ^ind  he  would  take  them  along  with  him  to  the 
Conference. 


At  a  Council  held  at  the  State  House  at  Philadelphia,  the  1st 
January,  1756. 


PRESENT : 


John  Mifflin, 
Thomas  Cadwalader, 


Esquires. 


Robert  Strettell, 
Joseph  Turner, 
Benjamin  Chew, 

The  Council  having  in  Pursuance  of  the  last  Minute  of  Council 
reconsidered  the  Return  of  Captain  George  North  for  Captain, 
Benjamin  Loxley  for  First  Lieutenant  and  John  Goodwin  for  Se- 
cond Lieutenant  of  a  new  Artillery  Company,  and  it  being  made 
appear  to  the  Council  that  the  said  Artillery  Company  is  intended 
for  the  City  only,  and  not  to  interfere  with  the  Artillery  Company 
of  the  Fort  and  Association  Battery  at  Wiccacoe,  and  the  Governor 
having  committed  the  Consideration  of  the  said  Affair  of  the  said 
new  Artillery  Company  to  the  Council,  and  desired  them,  if  they 
approved  thereof,  to  issue  the  Commissions  for  the  said  Officers 
thereof,  and  the  Council  approving  of  the  said  Officers,  order'd 
their  Commissions  to  be  delivered  to  them  accordingly. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  3d  January,  1756. 
present  : 
John  Mifflin, 


Benjamin  Chew,         [^Esquires, 


Robert  Strettell, 
Joseph  Turner, 
Thomas  Cadwalader, 

A  Letter  to  the  President  and  Council  from  the  Governor,  dated 
at  Reading,  the  First  Instant,  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  entered, 
and  is  as  follows,  viz'-: 
if  Gentlemen  : 

"  I  got  to  this  Place  at  twelve  o'Clock  this  day  after  a  cold  but 
not  a  disagreeable  ride,  and  about  one  was  joined  by  the  Com- 
missioners from  Easton,  who  have  left  that  Part  of  the  Frontier 
very  well  guarded.  What  stay  I  shall  make  here  is  as  yet  uncertain, 
but  if  nothing  extraordinary  happens  to  detain  me,  I  hope  to  be  at 
Harris'  Ferry  on  Tuesday,  where  I  have  some  reason  to  expect  a 
few  Indians  from  the  West  but  none  from  the  East  Branch  of  Sas- 
quehannah,  as  they  have  not  had  my  Invitation,  and  are  said  to  be 
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in  the  French  Interest,  having  given  their  Indians  Leave  to  seat 
themselves  at  Neskopeken,  a  Town  about  midway  betwen  Wyoming 
and  Shamokin,  and  even  undertaken  to  conduct  them  to  our  Settle- 
ments. This  matter  is  hinted  at  in  Weiser's  last  Letter,  but  he  has 
now  more  fully  informed  me  of  the  Intelligence  upon  which  he 
grounded  the  notice  he  then  took  of  it,  and  which  convinces  me 
that  the  Enemy's  Head  Quarters  are  there,  and  that  they  will  annoy 
us  from  thence,  not  only  this  Winter  but  the  next  Summer,  unless 
they  are  dislodged  from  that  advantageous  post. 

"  There  are  I  find  above  one  hundred  and  thirty  men  upon  the 
Frontiers  of  this  County,  besides  the  G-uard  in  this  Town,  and  I 
shall  consider  with  the  Commissioners  whether  it  will  be  sufficient 
and  in  what  manner  to  post  them,  so  as  best  to  contribute  to  the 
Public  Safety.  I  do  not  learn  what  Croghan  has  done  to  the  west 
of  Sasquehannah,  but  expect  to  be  informed  when  I  get  to  Harris'. 
Two  Men  were  carried  off  last  week  from  Swahatawro. 
"  I  am,  Gentlemen, 

"  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"ROBT-  H.  MORRIS. 

"  Reading,  January  1st,  1756. 

"To  Robert  Strettell,  Esquire,  and  others  of  the  Council  of 
Pennsylvania." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia  the  7th  January,  1756. 
present : 

'obcrt  Strettell,  Benjamin  Chew, ") 

>enjamin  Shoemaker,  John  Mifflin,        (■  Esquires. 

Joseph  Turner,  ) 

The  Governor's  Letter  by  the  Return  of  the  Express,  dated  at 
jading,  the  Fifth  Instant,  was  read  kand  ordered  to  be  enter'd  as 

follows  : 

"  Reading,  January  5th,  1756. 
Gentlemen : 

"  I  have  only  Time  by  the  Return  of  the  Express  to  acknowledge 
he  receit  of  your  Favour,  and  to  approve  of  what  you  have  done 
ince  I  left  you. 

"  I  beg  you  wou'd  open  all  Letters  that  come  to  me  upon  his 
iajesty's  Service,  and  in  every  case  do  what  you  think  most  for 
is  Majesty's  Service  and  the  good  of  the  Public,  of  which  you  arc 
ery  good  Judges.  The  Commissioners  have  done  every  thing  that 
as  proper  in  the  County  of  Northampton,  but  the  People  arc  not 

tisfied,  nor,  by  what  I  can  learn  from  the  Commissioner,  would 

ey  be  unless  every  Man's  House  was  protected  by  a  Fort  and  a 
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Company  of  Soldiers,  and  themselves  paid  for  staying  at  home  and 
doing  nothing.  There  are  in  that  County  at  this  Time  three  hun- 
dred Men  in  Pay  of  the  Government,  and  yet  from  Disposition  of 
the  Inhabitants,  the  Want  of  Conduct  in  the  Officers  and  of  Courage 
and  Discipline  in  the  Men,  I  am  fearful  that  whole  County  will 
fall  into  the  Enemy's  Hands. 

"  Yesterday  and  the  Day  before  I  received  the  melancholy  News 
of  the  Destruction  of  the  Town  of  G-nadenhutten,  and  of  the, 
greatest  part  of  the  Guard  of  forty  Men  placed  there  in  order  to1 
erect  a  Fort.  The  particulars  you  will  see  by  the  inclosed  Papers, 
so  far  as  they  are  yet  come  to  hand,  but  I  am  in  hourly  Expecta- 
tion of  further  Intelligence  by  two  Men  that  I  dispatched  for  that 
Purpose  upon  the  first  News  of  the  Affair,  whose  long  stay  makes 
me  apprehend  some  mischief  has  befallen  them. 

"  Last  night  an  Express  brought  me  an  acco'*  that  seven  Fan 
Houses  between  Gnadenhutten  and  Nazareth  were  on  the  First  In- 
stant burnt,  about  the  same  time  that  Gnadenhutten  was,  and  some] 
of  the  People  destroyed,  and  the  accounts  are  this  day  confirmed. 

ct  Upon  this  fresh  alarm  it  is  proposed  that  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners return  to  Bethlehem  and  Easton,  and  there  give  fresh  Di- 
rections to  the  Troops  and  post  them  in  the  best  Manner  for  th( 
Protection  of  the  remaining  Inhabitants. 

"  I  am  very  busy  in  preparing  the  necessary  Orders  and  Instruc- 
tions upon  this  new  Turn  in  the  Affairs,  and  can  therefore  only] 
wish  you  all  Health  and  Happiness. 

"  And  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"  ROBT-  H.  MORRIS. 
"  To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
"  I  propose  to  set  off  to-morrow." 

The  Council  sent  an  Express  to  the  Governor  to  desire  his  Di- 
rections for  the  Disposal  of  the  Soldiers  who  arrived  here  yester- 
day from  New  York,  being  Ninety-Five  effective  Men  besides  the 
Officers.  And  the  President  wrote  the  following  Letter  to  his 
Honour : 

"  The  Detachment  of  95  Soldiers  from  New  York  arriving  hei 
Tuesday  even  last,  the  Council  met  next  Morn  to  consider  what 
do  with  them,  and  having  received  no  Directions  from  your  Honom 
on  that  head  we  concluded  to  send  an  Express  to  know  you: 
Pleasure  concerning  them ;  but  the  Sheriff  acquainting  us  that  yoi 
had  detained  our  Express,  we  imagined  it  might  be  with  a  view 
send  us  your  Directions  for  the  Disposal  of  the  Soldiers,  and  if 
it  wou'd  make  it  unnecessary  to  send  any  other  Express  on  tin 
Account,  and,  therefore,  waited  the  return  of  Davies ;  but  he  brinj 
ing  no  orders  to  us  or  the  Commanding  Officer  concerning  the] 
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we  now  desire  you  will  be  pleased  ^  Bearer  to  send  such  orders  for 
their  Destination  as  you  shall  judge  best  for  the  Defence  and  Ser- 
vice of  the  Country. 

"As  the  Main  Body  of  the  Indians  seems  to  lye  and  have  their 
head  Quarters  on  the  Borders  of  Northampton  and  Berks  Counties, 
and  to  be  making  their  grand  Push  for  gaining  the  Possession  of 
that  hilly,  broken  Country  so  thinly  settled  and  full  of  thick 
the  Swamps  and  places  best  adapted  for  their  Purposes  of  securely 
sheltering  themselves  and  annoying  us  to  the  greatest  Advantage, 
we  conceive  that  your  Honour  will  order  some  of  them  immediately 
into  those  Parts;  but  that  we  submit  to  your  better  Judgement  & 
Direction. 

"  I  am,  Your  faithful  Friend  and  Servant, 


"ROBTSTRETTELL. 


"  The  Honoble.  Governor  Morris. 
*  Philada.,  7th  Jan7"  1756." 


w 
Di 

tin 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  the  20th  January,  1756. 
present : 
Robert  Strettell,  Benjamin  Chew,         *) 

Joseph  Turner,  Thomas  Cadwalader,   v  Esquires. 

John  Mifflin,  ) 

Several  Returns  being  duly  made  of  the  Election  of  Officers  for 
several  Companies  formed  in  the  Province,  Commissions  were  or- 
dered to  issue  accordingly. 

A  Letter  from  the  Governor  to  the  Council  dated  the  Fifteenth 
of  January  at  Carlisle,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  as  fol- 
lows: 
41  Gentlemen : 

"  The  Messenger  has  been  detained  longer  than  was  intended  on 
account  of  the  Business  we  have  had  to  transact,  and  now  brings 
with  him  my  Orders  for  the  Destination  of  the  Regulars  at  Easton 
and  Berks,  where  I  am  in  hopes  they  will  contribute  to  the  Becurity 
of  the  Province  and  give  case  to  the  Inhabitants  in  those  part--  I 
have  not  time  to  have  my  Letter  to  Captain  Jocelyri  upon  that  Sub- 
ject copied,  so  send  you  the  original  inclosed  under  a  flying  Seal, 
which  you  will  order  to  b<^closed  and  sent  to  him  immediately. 

"I  have  had  two  Conferences  with  the  Indians  that  are  hare, 
are  but  few,  and  they  seem  hearty  in  our  Cause  ;  the  Bmallnesa  of 
their  number  leaves  us  Room  to  do  little  mere  than  to  exohange  our 
Assurances  of  Friendship  and  to  engage  some  oi'  them  as  Me.— eu- 
gers  to  procure  Intelligence. 

"The  Commissioners  and  I  have  agreed  to  engage  three  hundred 
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Men  for  the  Protection  of  the  Western  Frontier,  who  are  to  be  sta- 
tioned in  Five  forts,  extending  from  the  Sugar  Cabins  near  Side- 
ling Hill  to  a  Place  within  about  twenty  Miles  of  the  Sasquehan- 
nah,  and  probably  we  may  order  a  Fort  on  the  West  side  of  that 
river. 

"  I  imagine  it  will  require  all  to-morrow  to  dispatch  the  Business 
that  remains  to  be  done  here,  and  then  we  shall  set  out  for  York 
and  from  thence  to  Lancaster,  where  I  propose  to  meet  the  Cones- 
togoe  Indians  and  make  them  some  Presents,  after  which  we  shall 
go  round  by  Reading  and  return.     I  am,  Gentlemen, 

"Your  most  faithful  and  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"ROBTH.  MORRIS." 

A  Letter  to  the  Governor  from  Captain  Jocelyn,  dated  7th  Jan- 
uary, and  his  Honour's  Answer  of  the  Fifteenth  were  likewise  read 
and  follow  in  these  words  : 

"  Philadelphia,  January  7th,  1756. 
"Sir: 

"Yesterday  the  Detachment  arrived  at  this  place,  which  consists 
of  3  Officers,  3  Sergeants,  3  Drummers,  and  89  Rank  and  File,  all 
greatly  harrass'd  by  the  fatiguing  March,  few  of  them  are  ill  of  the 
Ague  and  Fever,  and  a  few  of  them  lame ;  this  I  am  informed  by 
Lieutenant  Ogelvie,  who  commanded  the  Party  to  this  Place.  I 
have  also  received  Orders  from  General  Shirley  to  put  myself  under 
your  Command  till  I  am  relieved  or  receive  further  Orders  from 
the  General. 

"I  have  this  Day  given  the  necessary  orders  which  I  had  from 
you,  and  shall  take  Care  of  the  Detachment  as  well  as  I  am  able 
till  I  have  further  Instructions  from  you,  who  am, 
"Sir,  Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

"THO5,  JOCELYN. 
"The  Honoble.  Governor  Morris." 


TJie  Governor's  Letter  to  Captain  Jocelyn,  as  follows: 

"Carlisle,  January  15th,  1756. 

"Sir: 

"I  have  yours  of  the  Seventh  Instant,  giving  an  Account  of  the 
Arrival  of  the  Detachmant  of  Regulars  from  New  York,  with  Gene- 
ral Shirley's  Orders  to  you  to  put  yourself  under  my  Command; 
and  when  I  was  at  Reading  I  consulted  with  the  Members  of  the 
Council  and  Commissioners  in  what  manner  these  Troops  might  be 
disposed  of  so  as  most  effectually  to  contribute  to  the  Defence  of 
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the  Province,  and  they  advised  me  to  post  the  Independents  at  the 
tewn  of  Easton,  in  the  County  of  Northampton,  and  the  Grenadiers 
at  the  Town  of  Reading,  in  the  County  of  Berks,  where  Quarters 
will  be  provided  for  them. 

"  You  will,  therefore,  please  to  order  the  Detachment  of  Grena- 
diers to  march  to  Reading  under  the  Command  of  such  Officers  as 
you  shall  think  proper,  and  you  will  order  Lieutenant  Ogelvie  to 
march  to  the  Town  of  Easton  with  the  Detachment  of  the  Indepen- 
dent Companies  and  such  other  Officers  as  you  may  think  necessary 
for  that  Service. 

"You  will  give  Orders  to  the  Commanding  Officers  respectively 
to  use  all  possible  Diligence  in  their  March,  and  to  be  particularly 
careful  that  the  Soldiers  under  their  Command  do  no  Injury  to  the 
Inhabitants  or  their  Goods. 

"  And  whereas,  there  are  several  Parties  of  Men  in  the  Pay  of 
the  Province  posted  by  way  of  Guard  in  those  Towns,  who  are  Irregu- 
lars and  unused  to  Military  Discipline,  You  will  give  Orders  to  the 
Commanders  of  the  several  Detachments  not  to  interfere  with  those 
Guards,  nor  to  take  upon  them  the  Command  of  them,  or  of  any 
other  Provincial  Troops  that  may  happen  to  march  through  or  be 
posted  in  the  respective  Towns  where  they  are  quartered,  unless 
such  Towns  should  be  actually  attacked,  in  which  case  they  are  to 
take  upon  them  the  Command,  unless  some  Officer  acting  under  my 
Commission  of  the  Rank  of  a  Field  Officer  shall  happen  to  be 
present,  in  which  case  thoy  are  to  put  themselves  under  the  Com- 
mand of  such  Field  Officer. 

"  You  will  give  orders  to  the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  respect- 
ive Detachments  to  dispose  the  Men  under  his  Command  in  such 
manner  as  may  most  effectually  secure  the  respective  Towns  where 
they  are  posted  against  the  Attacks  of  the  Enemy,  And  to  inform 
me  from  Time  to  Time  of  the  Situation  and  Circumstances  of  their 
Men,  and  of  the  Intelligence  they  may  receive  of  the  Numbers  and 
Motions  of  any  Parties  of  Indians  or  French  that  may  appear  near 
the  Settlements  in  that  Part  of  the  Province. 

"You  are  to  apply  to  John  Mifflin,  John  Hughes,  and  Evan 
Morgan,  EsqrS;'  Commissioners,  for  such  Waggons  as  you  may  judge 
necessary  for  carrying  the  Baggage  of  the  Officers  and  Men,  and  for 
a  Supply  of  Provisions  sufficient  for  the  Time  the  Troops  may  be 
upon  their  March  to  their  respective  Stations. 

"The  Provincial  Commissaries  at  the  Towns  of  Reading  and 
Easton,  will  have  Orders  to  supply  the  Men  with  three  Pounds  of 
Pork,  three  Pounds  of  Beef,  one  Pound  of  Fish,  and  ton  and  an 
half  Pounds  of  Bread  or  Meal  <$  Week,  and  one  Gill  of  Rum  f 
day.     I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  very  humble  Servant, 

«  ROBT-  II.  MORRIS." 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  the  24th  January,   1756, 

PRESENT : 

Robert  S  tret  tell,  Benjamin  Chew,  ~) 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  Thomas  Cadwalader,    >■  Esquires. 

Joseph  Turner,  John  Mifflin,  ) 

A  Letter  from  the  Governor  to  the  Council  dated  21st  Instant,, 
from  Lancaster  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  entered,  as  follows  : 
"  Gentlemen — 

"  I  am  at  last  got  to  this  Town,  having  in  Conjunction  with  the 
Commissioners  done  every  thing  we  thought  would  contribute  to- 
wards the  Defence  of  the  Western  Frontier,  and  I  am  well  assured 
if  the  Orders  we  have  given  are  carried  into  Execution,  and  the 
Men  employed  in  that  Quarter  do  their  duty,  the  Inhabitants  will 
be  for  the  future  secured  against  any  small  scalping  Parties.  The 
Force  on  the  West  Side  of  Sasquehannah  consist  of  three  hundred 
Men,  who  are  divided  into  four  Companies,  and  are  to  take  Post  in 
four  Forts  that  are  to  form  a  Line  from  the  Sugar  Cabin  to  Matehi- 
tongo,  within  about  twelve  Miles  of  Sasquehannah  ;  three  of  these 
Forts  are  already  in  hand,  and  I  hope  will '  soon  be  finished,  the 
fourth  I  have  ordered  to  be  laid  out  as  soon  as  possible,  and  expect 
it  will  be  complete  in  about  ten  days.  What  makes  me  think  the 
higher  of  the  Western  Force  than  I  do  of  those  employed  to  the 
Northward,  is,  that  they  are  all  regularly  inlisted  in  the  King's  Ser- 
vice for  a  certain  Term,  and  the  Officers  were  chose  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  not  by  themselves. 

u  ]y[r  peters  has  been  very  much  out  of  order  ever  since  we  got 
to  Carlisle,  with  a  sore  throat,  but  is  very  much  recovered  and  now 
on  his  way  hither ;  was  he  come  up,  I  would  send  you  the  Minutes 
of  what  passed  with  the  Indians,  but  as  I  have  not  the  Papers,  I 
can  only  say  that  the  few  that  met  me  gave  warm  Assurances  of 
their  Affection,  and  offered  to  assist  me  against  the  French,  but 
could  not  undertake  to  act  against  our  Indian  Enemies,  till  they 
knew  what  the  Six  Nations  would  do,  who  they  imagined  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Messages  sent  them  in  behalf  of  this  Province,  would 
chastise  the  Shawonese  and  Delawares  for  their  Behaviour. 

"  They  strongly  and  repeatedly  requested  that  vfe  would  build  a 
Fort  at  Shamokin,  which  I  have  given  them  reason  to  expect,  and 
hope  that  measures  will  be  resolved  on  and  steps  taken  to  carry  it 
into  Execution  before  we  return,  but  this  matter  for  Ileasons  that 
I  shall  communicate  when  I  have  the  Pleasure  to  see  you,  must  be 
kept  secret.  I  propose  to  go  from  hence  to  Reading,  when  I  have 
seen  some  Indians  that  live  on  the  Manor  of  Connestogoe,  and 
given  them  Assurances  of  the  Protection  of  the  Government  while 
they  behave  in  such  a  manner  as  to  deserve  it,  But  what  stay  I  shall 
make  there,  or  where  I  shall  go  from  thence,  I  cannot  at  present 
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say,  as  it  depends  upon  the  Circumstances  in  which  I  find  the 
Northern  Frontier. 

"I  am,  Gentlemen,  Your  most  faithful  and  obedient  hujmble 
Servant, 

"  ROBT-  H.  MORRIS. 

"  Lancaster,  Jany-  21,  1756. 

"  To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Council/' 

The  Council  in  the  Absence  of  his  Honour,  the  Governor,  tak- 
ing into  Consideration  the  Affair  of  t  the  recruiting  Officers  begin- 
ning to  enlist  indented  Servants,  and  the  Clammors  and  Commo- 
tions raised  among  the  Inhabitants  on  that  occasion,  unanimously 
agreed  to  send  the  following  Letter  by  Express  to  his  Excellency 
General  Shirley,  to  acquaint  him  therewith,  and  entreat  his  imme- 
diate Interposition  and  Orders  to  the  Recruiting  Officers  here  to 
return  the  Servants  already  enlisted  to  their  Masters,  and  to  forbid 
their  enlisting  any  more  for  the  future,  which  Letter  was  sent  ac- 
cordingly by  Express  to  New  York. 

A  Letter  to  his  Excellency  General  Shirley  from  the  President 
of  the  Council,  in  these  words : 
"Honoured  Sir — 

"  His  Honour  Governor  Morris  being  at  this  time  on  a  Tour  to 
the  Back  parts  of  this  Province,  his  Council  having  desired  me  to 
apply  to  you  in  an  affair,  which  for  some  Days  past  has  thrown  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  City  into  the  greatest  Consternation,  and  if  a 
Timely  Stop  is  not  put  to  it  will  raise  most  violent  Commotions 
throughout  every  Part  of  the  Province.  The  officers  recruiting 
here  had  carefully  avoided  enlisting  indented  Servants  in  Obedience 
to  the  kind  Orders  General  Braddock  in  his  Life  Time,  and  your  Ex- 
cellency since  the  Command  of  his  Majesty's  Forces  was  deservedly 
conferred  upon  you,  had  given  them  to  that  Purpose  till  about 
three  days  ago,  when  their  Sergeants  on  beating  up  for  Volun- 
ticrs  publicly  invited  all  Servants  to  enlist  in  his  Majesty's  Service, 
and  declared  that  they  had  Instructions  from  their  superior  Officers 
to  do  so.  Contentions  immediately  ensued  between  the  Masters  of 
great  Numbers  of  Servants  that  enlisted  and  the  Sergeants  and 
their  recruiting  Parties,  and  no  one  can  say  where  it  would  have 
ended,  if  Captain  Hobson  and  the  rest  of  the  recruiting  Officers,  on 
the  Interposition  and  Request  of  some  of  the  Magistrates,  bad  not 
forbid  their  Sergeants  taking  any  more  Servants  till  your  Excel- 
lency's Pleasure  could  bo  known  upon  the  Occasion.  I  need  not 
remonstrate  to  you,  who  is  so  well  acquainted  with  the  Circumstances 
of  this  province,  and  knows  every  kind  of  Business  here,  as  well 
among  the  Tradesmen  and  Mechanics  as  the  Planters  and  Farnu  rs, 
is  chiefly  carried  on  and  supported  by  the  Labour  of  indented  Ser- 
vants, nor  what  Distress  must  be  brought  on  the  Province  in  general 
if  the  Inhabitants  are  deprived  of  the  only  means  of  subsisting  their 
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Families  and  contributing  their  reasonable  Quota  towards  any  future 
Expedition  his  Majesty  may  set  on  Foot  on  this  Continent  against 
his  Enemies,  nor  how  much  his  Service  in  general  will  be  affected 
and  prejudiced  b}r  the  Deficiency  in  the  Quantities  of  Grain  and 
other  Provisions  usually  raised  in;  and  I  presume  expected  to  be 
supplied  from  this  Province,  that  must  necessarily  follow  our  Far- 
mers losing  so  many  of  their  Servants,  especially  now  after  the  Loss 
of  the  Produce  of  so  much  of  the  Lands  in  our  back  Counties,  which 
are  laid  waste  and  deserted  by  the  terrible  Slaughter  and  Havock 
made  amongst  the  Inhabitants  there  by  the  Indians.  When  I  con- 
sider the  irreparable  Calamities  that  a  Measure  of  this  sort  will 
entail  on  great  Numbers  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Infant  and  late 
flourishing  Colony,  and  call  to  mind  your  known  Humanity  and 
Regard  for  Justice,  I  cannot  doubt  but  you  will  be  pleased  to  give 
Orders  to  your  Officers  recruiting. here  against  enlisting  indented 
Servants,  and  for  the  restoring  to  their  Masters  such  as  are  now  de- 
tained from  them,  and  am, 

"Your  Excellency's  most  humble  Servant, 

"ROBT-  STRETTELL, 

"  PresidN  of  the  Council. 
"  Philadelphia,  January  24th,  1756." 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Thursday,  29th  January,  1756. 
present: 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

Robert  Strettell,  Benjamin  Chew, 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  Lynford  Lardner, 

William  Logan,  John  Mifflin,  f  Esquires. 

Joseph  Turner,  Thomas  Cadwalader, 

Richard  Peters, 

The  Several  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Council,  in  the 
Governor's  Absence,  being  now  read  and  approved  by  his  Honour, 
he  directed  that  they  should  be  entered  in  their  Order  of  Dates. 

The  Governor  communicated  to  the  Council  a  full  and  particular 
Account  of  his  Conferences  and  Proceedings  with  the  few  Indians 
who  met  him  at  the  proposed  Indian  Treaty  at  Harris'  Ferry  and 
Carlisle,  and  with  the  Conestogoe  Indians  at  Lancaster,  and  of  the 
Measures  he  had  taken  with  the  Commissioners  for  defending  the 
Province  against  the  Incursions  and  Ravages  of  the  Indians,  &c, 
by  erecting  Forts  or  Block  Houses  at  divers  proper  Places  on  or 
near  the  Frontier  of  the  settled  Parts  of  the  Province,  and  hiring 
several  Companies  under  proper  Officers  for  the  garrisoning  them, 
&c.;  with  the  several  other  material  Transactions  of  his  late  Journey, 
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and  then  the  Minutes  of  the  Indian  Treaty,  &c,  were  read,  with 
all  which  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  appeared  well  pleased,  and 
unanimously  declared  their  approbation,  and  they  were  ordered  to 
be  entered  as  follows  : 

"At  a  Meeting  of  the  Governor  and  Commissioners  at  Reading, 
Friday  the  2nd  January,  1756. 

"  present: 
"  The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

"  James  Hamilton,  ~\ 

"Benjamin  Franklin,        V Esquires. 
"Joseph  Fox,  J 

"The  Governor  and  Commissioners  not  thinking  it  right  to  come 
to  a  Determination  on  several  important  matters  that  had  been 
under  their  Consideration,  until  it  could  be  known  what  Number 
of  Indians  would  come  to  the  proposed  Treaty,  and  with  what  Dis- 
positions, it  was  agreed  to  proceed  immediately  to  hold  that  Treaty, 
and  as  at  Harris'  there  was  but  one  single  House  and  few  Conve- 
niences, Mr.  "Weiser  was  called  in  and  asked  if  it  might  not  be 
better  to  hold  it  at  Carlisle,  where  all  the  Business  of  the  County 
might  be  done  at  the  same  Time,  and  proper  entertainment  provided 
as  well,  for  the  Governor  and  his  Company,  and  for  the  Indians 
should  they  prove  numerous. 

"  Mr.  Weiser  in  answer  said,  it  was  his  Opinion,  that  such  of  the 
Sasquehannah  Indians  as  were  true  to  us,  had  removed  either 
among  the  Six  Nations,  or  to  the  uppermost  Branches  of  Sasque- 
hannah, and  that  the  rest,  headed  perhaps  by  a  few  French,  and 
some  of  the  Shawonese  and  Delawares  from  Ohio,  were  the  Indians 
now  perpetrating  the  Mischiefs  in  Northampton  County,  and  as 
these  were  begun  before  Mr.  Dupui  and  his  Company  were  set  out 
for  the  Sasquehannah,  they  would  be  thereby  prevented  from  going, 
and  that  tho'  Hugh  Crawford,  the  Indian  Trader,  had  at  his  Instance 
undertaken  to  carry  the  Governor's  Invitation  to  the  Wyomink  In- 
dians by  the  way  of  Sasquehannah,  and  to  get  Indians  at  Aucquick 
to  go  with  him  as  a  Safeguard,  yet  having  heard  nothing  of  him, 
he  was  apprehensive  that  he  either  was  not  gone  or  had  no  Success. 
He  added  further  that  most  of  the  Indians  who  used  to  be  at  Har- 
ris' were  gone  to  Mr.  Croghan's  at  Aucquick,  and  none  that  he 
knew  of  remained  there  except  the  Old  Belt  and  an  Indian  called, 
by  reason  he  was  lame,  the  Broken  Thigh.  For  these  Reasons  he 
doubted  whether  any  Number  of  Indians  would  come  to  Harris', 
and  as  Carlisle  was  nearer  to  Aucquick  andMr.  Croghan  might  have 
Notice  by  Express  to  attend  there  and  bring  the  Indians  along  with 
him,  he  thought  Carlisle  the  better  place. 

"  And  accordingly  an  Express  was  dispatched  to  Mr.  Buchanan 
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and  Mr.  Croghan,  to  inform  them  that  the  Governor  and  Commis- 
sioners wou'd  set  out  on  Monday  for  Carlisle,  and  hold  the  Treaty 
there  instead  of  Harris',  and  desired  everything  necessary  might 
be  prepared  against  they  came  there  and  the  Indians  brought  to 
Town." 


"  At  a  Council  held  at  the  House  of  Mr.  John  Harris,  on  Sasque- 
hannah,  in  Pextany  Township,  Lancaster  County,  on  Thursday  the 
8th  January,  1756. 

"  PRESENT : 

"The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

"James  Hamilton, 


"Richard  Peters, 


'    \  Esqi 

"Joseph  Fox,  Esquire,  Commissioner. 
"Two  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  called 

"The  Belt  of  Wampum,  A  Seneca. 

"The  Broken  Thigh,  A  Mohock. 

"  Conrad  Weiser,  Esquire,  Interpreter. 

"  The  Governor  finding  here  only  two  Indians  and  their  Families, 
he  sent  for  them  into  Council  and  spoke  as  follows  : 

" '  Brethren  : 

"  '  I  thank  you  for  staying  here.  You  see  that  agreeably  to  my 
message  I  am  come  at  the  Time  appointed,  but  I  find  no  other  In- 
dians here  than  you  two,  and  indeed  I  expect  no  more,  as  I  believe 
my  Messengers  were  prevented  going  to  Wyomink  by  the  Ravages 
of  the  Indians  which  began  in  their  Neighbourhood  at  the  Time 
they  were  preparing  to  set  out  on  their  Journey. 

" '  Brethren  : 

"  *  The  publick  Business  requires  my  presence  at  Carlisle  where  I 
am  now  going,  and  I  invite  you  to  go  along  with  me.  If  you  in- 
cline to  take  any  of  your  Families  with  you  I  shall  readily  agree  to 
it,  and  provide  a  Carriage  for  them  and  you/ 

"A  String. 

"To  this  the  Belt  replied: 
" f  Brethren  : 

"  '  I  thank  you  for  sending  for  us  to  Council,  and  for  your  kind 
Speech.     What  you  have  said  is  very  agreeable. 

" ' Brethren: 

"  '  The  sky  is  dark  all  around  us.  The  Mischiefs  done  to  you  I 
consider  as  done  to  the  Six  Nations,  and  am  sorry  for  what  has 
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happened,  and  heartily  condole  with  you  upon  it;  hut  he  not  dis- 
heartened. As  the  publick  Business  is  committed  to  you  nothing 
should  be  suffered  to  lye  on  your  Minds  that  might  in  any  wise 
impair  your  Judgement,  which  is  now  more  necessary  than  ever. 
Let  me,  therefore,  by  this  String  entreat  you  to  put  away  all  Grief 
from  your  Hearts  and  dry  up  your  Tears  that  you  may  think  and 
see  clearly  when  you  come  to  Council. 

"  '  I  accept  your  Invitation  and  shall  follow  you  to  Carlisle/ 

"Gave  a  String." 


"At  a  Council  held  at  Carlisle,  Tuesday  the  loth  January,  1756. 

"  present : 

"The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esq.,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

"  James  Hamilton,  "•  William  Logan,  )  ^ 

"Richard  Peters,  '  j  Esquires. 

"Joseph  Fox,  Esquire,  Commissioner, 
"  Mr.  Croghan. 

"  Mr.  Croghan  having  been  desired  by  the  Governor  in  December 
last  to  do  all  in  his  Power  to  gain  Intelligence  of  the  Motions  and 
Designs  of  the  Indians,  and  being  now  in  Town  was  sent  for  into 
Council,  and  at  the  Instance  of  the  Governor  gave  the  following 
Information,  viz*- :  '  That  he  sent  Delaware  Jo,  one  of  our  Friendly 
Indians,  to  the  Ohio  for  Intelligence,  wh©  returned  to  his  House  at 
Aucquick  the  eighth  Instant,  and  informed  him  that  he  went  to 
Kittannin,  an  Indian  Delaware  Town  on  the  Ohio  about  forty  Miles 
above  Fort  Duquesne,  the  Residence  of  Chingas  and  Captain  Ja- 
cobs, where  he  found  one  hundred  and  forty  Men  chiefly  Delawares 
and  Shawonese,  who  had  then  with  them  above  one- hundred  Eng- 
lish Prisoners  big  and  little  taken  from  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania. 

"  (  That  there  the  Beaver,  Brother  of  Chingas,  told  him  that  the 
Governor  of  Fort  Duquesne  had  often  offered  the  French  Hatchet 
to  the  Shawonese  and  Delawares,  who  had  as  often  refused  it,  de- 
claring they  would  do  as  they  should  be  advised  by  the  Six  Na- 
tions ;  but  that  in  April  or  May  last  a  Party  of  Six  Nation  War- 
riors in  Company  with  some  Caghuawagos  and  Adirondack^  called 
at  the  French  Fort  in  their  going  to  War  against  the  South- 
ern Indians,  and  on  these  the  Governor  of  Fort  Duquesne  prevailed, 
to  offer  the  French  Hatchet  to  the  Delawares  and  Shawonese  who 
received  it  from  them  and  went  directly  against  Virginia. 

"  (  That  neither  the  Beaver  nor  several  others  01  the  Shav.onese 
and  Delawares  approved  of  this  measure  nor  had   taken   up   the 
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Hatchet,  and  the  Beaver  believed  some  of  those  who  had  were  sorry 
for  what  they  had  done,  and  would  be  glad  to  make  up  Matters  with 
the  English. 

"  ' That  from  Kittannin  he  went  to  the  Log's  Town,  where  he 
found  about  one  hundred  Indians  and  thirty  English  Prisoners  taken 
by  the  Shawonese  living  at  the  Lower  Shawonese  Town  from  the 
western  Frontier  of  Virginia  and  sent  up  to  Log's  Town.  He  was 
told  the  same  thing  by  these  Shawonese  that  the  Beaver  had  told 
him  before  respecting  their  striking  the  English  by  the  advise  of 
some  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  further  he  was  informed  that  the 
French  had  sollicited  the  Indians  to  sell  them  the  English  Prisoners, 
which  they  had  refused,  declaring  they  would  not  dispose  of  thein, 
but  keep  them  until  they  should  receive  Advice  from  the  Six  Na- 
tions what  to  do  with  them. 

"  '  That  there  are  more  or  less  of  the  Six  Nations  living  with  the 
Shawonese  and  Delawares  in  their  Towns,  and  these  always  accom- 
panied them  in  their  Incursions  upon  the  English  and  took  Part 
with  them  in  the  War. 

"  'That  when  at  Log's  Town,  which  is  near  Fort  Duquesne,  on  the 
opposite  Side  of  the  Biver,  he  intended  to  have  gone  there  to  see 
what  the  French  were  doing  in  that  Fort,  but  could  not  cross  the 
Biver  for  the  driving  of  the  Ice ;  he  was,  however,  informed  the 
Number  of  the  French  did  not  exceed  four  hundred. 

u '  That  he  returned  to  Kittannin,  and  there  learned  that  Ten 
Delawares  were  gone  to  the  Sasquehannah,  and  as  he  supposed  to 
persuade  those  Indians  to  strike  the  English  who  might  perhaps  be 
concerned  in  the  Mischief  lately  done  in  the  County  of  North- 
ampton.' 

"No  more  than  Seven  Indians  being  as  yet  come, to  Carlisle  Mr. 
Croghan  was  asked  the  Beason  of  it;  he  said  that  the  Indians  were 
mostly  gone  an  hunting,  but  he  expected  as  many  more  at  least 
would  come  in  a  day  or  two. 

"  Mr.  Weiser  was  then  sent  for  and  it  was  taken  into  Consideration 
what  should  be  said  to  the  Indians.'; 
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M  At  a  Council  held  at  Carlisle,  Wednesday  the  14th  January, 
1756. 

" PRESENT  : 

"  The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

"  James  Hamilton,  William  Logan,   )  p 

"Richard  Peters,  j  Esquires. 

"Joseph  Fox,  Esquire,  Commissioner.  J 

"  Mr.  Weiser,  Mr.  Croghan,  Aroas,  or  Silver  Heels. 

"  Mr.  Hamilton  informed  the  Governor  and  Council  that  in  No- 
vember last,  being  at  John  Harris'  and  finding  the  People  collected 
there  in  the  utmost  Confusion,  and  in  continual  Fear  of  being  fallen 
upon  by  a  large  Body  of  French  and  Indians,  who  were  said  by 
Scarrooyady  and  Montour  to  have  passed  the  Allegheny  Hills  in 
their  march  towards  this  Province,  he  had  promised  Aroas,  an  In- 
dian of  the  Six  Nations,  then  at  Harris',  called  in  English  Silver 
Heels,  that  he  would  give  him  an  handsome  Reward  if  he  would 
undertake  to  go  along  the  east  Side  of  Sasquehannah,  as  far  as  to 
Shamokin  and  Nescopecka,  to  observe,  what  was  doing  by  the  In- 
dians there  and  return  with  the  Intelligence.  He  accordingly  went, 
and  not  having  received  any  Consideration  for  his  Journey,  he  was 
called  in  and  desired  to  relate  what  he  found  doing  among  the  In- 
dians there,  and  be  gave  the  following  account:  'That  he  found  no 
Indians  at  Shamokin,  and  therefore  proceeded  higher  up  Sasque- 
hannah, as  far  as  to  Nescopecka,  where  he  saw  one  hundred  and 
forty  Indians,  all  Warriors;  that  they  were  dancing  the  War  Dance; 
expressed  great  Bitterness  against  the  English,  and  were  preparing 
for  an  Expedition  against  them,  and  he  thought  would  go  to  the 
Eastward.  He  did  not  stay  with  them,  finding  them  in  this  Dis- 
position, but  went  to  the  House  of  an  Uncle  of  his,  at  a  little  Dis- 
tance from  Nescopecka,  between  that  and  Wyomink,  who  told  him 
the  Delawares  and  Shawonese  on  the  Ohio  were  persuaded  by  the 
French  to  strike  the  English,  and  had  put  the  Hatchet  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Sasquehannah  Indians,  a  great  many  of  whom  had 
taken  it  greedily  and  there  was  no  persuading  them  to  the  Contrary, 
and  that  they  would  do  abundance  of  Mischief  to  the  People  of 
Pennsylvania,  against  whom  they  were  preparing  to  go  to  War.' 
After  which  Mr.  Croghan  said  he  was  Well  assured  by  Accounts 
given  him  by  other  Indians,  that  the  Delawares  and  Shawonese 
acted  in  this  hostile  Manner  by  the  Advice  and  with  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Six  Nations,  and  that  such  of  these  as  lived  in  the 
Delaware  Towns  went  along  with  them  and  took  Part  in  their  In- 
cursions, and,  further,  that  a  Party  of  the  Six  Nations  had  brought 
some  of  the  Cherokees  from  their  Country  and  settled  them  on  the 
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Ohio  at  Kentucke  River,  about  one  hundred  Miles  below  the  Lower 
Shawonese  Town,  where  they  are  now  living. 

.  "  Mr.  Croghan  was  asked  why  the  Delawares  he  sent  to  the  Gfeio 
did  not  come  with  the  other  Indians,  and  he  said  that  he  had  Un- 
dertaken to  carry  a  Message  from  one  of  his  Relations  whom  he 
saw  on  the  Ohio  to  some  of  his  Friends  on  the  Susquehannah,  and 
was  gone  upon  that  Errand ;  he  further  said  that  he  had  sent  for 
the  white  Mingo  and  several  other  Indians  of  Consequence,  and  he' 
hoped  they  would  come,  but  he  must  inform  the  Governor  that' 
great  Differences  had  arose  between  the  White  Mingo  and  the 
Belt  about  a  Successor  to  Tanacharisson,  that,  they  were  in  great 
Heats  &  Parties  about  it,  and  if  any  thing  hindered  the  White 
Mingo  from  coming,  it  would  be  hearing  that  the  Belt  was  already 
at  Carlisle. 

"  It  was  then  again  taken  into  Consideration  what  should  be  said 
to  the  Indians,  and  in  Substance  agreed  to." 


END   OF  VOL.  VI. 
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